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I. CHRIST AND HIS MIRACLES.

"His glory consists, not in being banished from history; we render him a

truer worship by showing that all history is incomprehensible without him."

—

Eenan.

It may be said, without disparagement of the labors of able

men, that oiir learned treatises on the person of Christ and on his

miracles fail to exhibit in a satisfactory manner a certain necessary

relation between them, apart from which neither can be clearly

apprehended. The confusion that attends, even to the present day,

the discussion of these subjects is evidence of something wrong in

our conception and method of dealing with them.

There is a troublesome feeling in many minds that the best

and final word respecting the divinity of Jesus and the place and

value of miracles remains to be spoken, and that, when itis spoken,

it will discover a new line of thought touching the relation of the

two things. It would be sheer egotism for a paper like this to

propose more than a suggestion, when one takes into consideration

the magnitude of the two-fold subject, and of the literature

already extant; but it ought to be possible to set forth in brief,

yet clear and satisfactory form the main features of a doctrine

which, to our thinking, promises so much to faith in its conflict

with science and philosophy.

It may be assumed that the deity of Christ is one of the best

established doctrines of Cliristianity, in so far as the consensus of

faith is able to secure a dogma. While it involves the profoundest

mystery of religion, and rises beyond intellectual apprehension, it

is yet in its relations seen to be indispensable. The religious
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III. OUR CHURCH AND EDUCATION.

The writer of this article does not expect to command univer-

sal assent to the positions which he may take upon the subject of the

relation of the church to education. He will be satisfied if he can

succeed in directing the thought of the church to this matter, and

in securing the careful consideration of the educational policy

which our church ought to pursue, especially in regard to those

institutions of learning which are, to some extent at least, under

her control. He has chosen to illustrate and fortify his positions

by ample quotations from writers and educators of acknowledged

eminence, especially from those of our own church, in the hope of

adding thereby to the influence which he hopes to exert in the

cause of Christian education under church control. The exciting

and absorbing issues which have agitated the church for some

years past have been adjusted with a greater or less degree of

satisfactoriness, and the present seems an appropriate time to dis-

cuss the vitally momentous theme of the educational function of

the church. This topic is especially practical and timely on ac-

count of the educational revival which is one of the characteris-

tics of our day. This revival is seen in the establishment of chairs

of pedagogics in our leading institutions, as well as in the found-

ing of normal institutes of every grade, the object being the stim-

ulation of the study of the science and the art, the history and the

methods of education. The large number of publications relating

to education, with which the press now literally teems, is another

indication of the deep and wide-spread concern which the public

now accords to this great interest. The articles of the religious

and secular press, the contributions of magazines and reviews, the

weighty publications of the National Bureau of Education,^ the

valuable volumes issued by eminent educators—all show the di-

' The valuable monographs on the history of education in the various States,

now being issued by the Bureau of Education, entitle it to the hearty thanks of

every student of education. See especially Histories ofEducation in South Carolina

and Alabama, and History of University of Virginia.



OUR CHURCH AND EDUCATION. 535

rectioii toward which popular attention is largely directed. Even

the questio vexata of the relations of religion and science lapses

into relative insignificance if we estimate its importance by the

place it holds in the literature of the day, when contrasted with

the more commanding interest and larger place which educational

questions receive.

It is well, therefore, to inquire, now and anew, What is the

relation of the church to education ? Has the church an educa-

tional function to discharge ?

There are four chief theories as to the agent by whom educa-

tion should be conducted: (1), There are many who hold that

neither church nor state has the right to intrude upon the educa-

tional sphere, but that the parent under God is responsible for the

education of the child, and through private enterprise, in one form

or another, this duty is to be discharged
; (2), There is a second

class who maintain that education is a function of the state, which,

under the supreme law of self-preservation, is obliged to provide

for its future citizens such training as will fit them to dis(;harge

the duties which rest upon them as enlightened citizens of a free

state ;
^

(3), Others hold that, on account of the religious ele-

ment which ought to be made prominent in all education, the

church is the agent properly charged with this work, to the exclu-

sion of both state and private enterprise
; (4), There is a fourth

class, whose doctrine is, that the parent, the church, and the state

have each alike certain rights in education, whicli neither of them

can afford to surrender to the others, and where an alliance be-

tween them cannot properly be formed, each ought to insist upon

its rights, and, if necessary to their protection, engage directly and

immediately in the work of education.

This is the view which the present writer would adopt as his

own, for he sees no necessity in the nature of things for arraying

the three classes of institutions, viz., those supported by the church,

the state, and by private enterprise, in antagonism against one an-

' For able arguments for state education see Woolsey's Political Science, Lie-

ber's Political Ethics, Dr. E. J. Breckenridge on "Denominational Education" in

Southern Presbyterian Remew, July, 1849; also Dr. Thornwell's letter to Governor

Manning.
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other. The highest results for education will be reached if they

all harmoniously cooperate in the same good cause, stimulating

each one the others to higher efficiency by the mutual example of

honest and faithful work. It is foreign to the present purpose,

however, to argue so large a theme as that ; our present concern

is to vindicate the right of the church in education, and to show

that if it is necessary to the protection of this right, the church

may not only rightfully enter the whole Held of education, but

that it then becomes its bounden duty so to do.

The right of the church in education springs out of the very

conception of education. Let eminent educators tell us what the

end of education is.

"Tlie end of education is complete human development. This is attained by

leading the several parts of man's nature to a harmonious realization of their high-

est possibilities. The finished result is a noble manhood, whose highest exempli-

fication, the ideal of all culture, is Christ. The elements of this manhood are a

healthy body, a clear and well-informed intellect, sensibilities quickly susceptible to

every right feeling, and a steady will, whose volitions are determined by reason and

an enlightened conscience, " '

" The instrumental powers, the appetites, the desires and natural affections,

and the intellect, are given us that through them we may build up a perfect body

and a perfect mind. . . Of the instrumental powers it only remains to speak of

the intellect. The necessity of training, and, if possible, perfecting the intellect,

if a man would do much for his own good or that of others, is admitted. To this

every seminary of learning testifies. Its relative importance is doubtless over-esti-

mated, since education has come to mean chiefly the training of the intellect. . . .

We now pass to the governing powers. It is one thing for a person to improve his

instrumental powers, as he might his knife or his reaper, and another to improve

those which are more distinctively himself. For the education of these powers

there are no institutions except those of Christianity. The church, with its Bible

and ministry and the Spirit of God pervading all, is God's institution for the educa-

tion of these powers and training them up in the likeness of Christ, and so of God.

These extracts present the truth that man has a moral and re-

ligious nature, which needs development and training just as truly

as any other part of his complex being. Both morality and re-

ligion ought therefore to be parts of the educational discipline

through which he passes, but there can be no sound morality with-

out religion.

^ History of Education, p 2, by Prof. F. V. N. Painter. The most complete and

philosophic exposition in the English language of the history of pedagogy.

Law tf Love, by Mark Hopkins ; Part II., Class I., Div. III., Chapter I.
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"Everything religious in Christianity is made to furnish a motive to morality.

We all condemn the fanatics who make religion sufficient without ethics. Some teach-

ings of this sort are absurd and some disgusting. But, on the other hand, shall we

think it wise to regard ethics as sufficient without religion ? Is it not true that he

who would divorce religion and morality is an enemy to religion, and at best only

a mistaken friend to morality ?
"

'

All that loud and noisy talk, which abounds in some quarters,

about teaching morality without religion, is of a piece with the

gilded pretentiousness with which weak eyes are dazzled and de-

ceived. In order that the moral nature may be trained there must

be distinct religious instruction and training, for all genuine mo-

rality strikes its roots in religious ground and can only live when

planted there. Religion is, therefore, a necessary part of educa-

tion, if the spiritual nature is to be developed, and the same rea-

son which excludes it from the school would exclude it from the

life.

'

' Those who do not accept the Christian notion of character, who do not be-

lieve in Christ as the object of man's confidence, and the light and hope of his life,

may see no propriety in connecting these influences with his training in youth.

They would exclude religion and Christianity from the college for the same reasons,

and no other, for which they would exclude them from the conduct of the life.

Conversely, the same reasoning which would exclude them from a place in the

college, would require that they be rejected altogether. " -

The mode in which religion is to be introduced into the school

so as to become really and effectively a part of the education re-

ceived there, is a grave problem, which, however, must be solved

if there is to be such a thing as that complete education ^ which

provides for the development of all the powers, including the spir-

itual nature to which religion is addressed. Much may be accom-

plished in this reference by the selection of teachers whose reli-

gious influence is strong and decided, and much may be done by

definite effort to make religion a part of that corporate life of

the school " of which Dr. Porter has written so ably in the vol-

ume from which we have already quoted. But the one effective

and decisive mode in which religion can be made a part of the

Wesm of Nazareth. Dr. J. A. Broadus, pp. 39, 40.

* American Colleges, Ex-President Noah Porter, p. 212.

^ See a valuable pamphlet on Complete Education, filled with '-suggestive

thought, by Dr. J. B. Shearer, President of Davidson College,
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life of the school is through the introduction of the Bible as a

part of the curriculum of study. Those whose good fortune it

has been to stndy under the guidance and inspiring influence of

that eminent scholar, Dr. Philip Schaff, will remember the em-

phasis with which he repeats, " Christianity is a hook religion."

The influence and educative power of Christ's religion is insepa-

rably connected witli that sacred book which now, as always, is the

inspired word of God, ever electric and aflame with divine energy.

If our educational system, therefore, is to have any place in it for

the training of the spiritual department of man's nature, the Bible

must of necessity constitute an inseparable part of that system.

* * By commou consent man has a religious nature. Few, if any, will dispute a

fact so self-evident. And now, if he has such a nature, should it not receive the

most careful culture ? And as this culture cannot be secured in the highest degree

without the constant, prayerful study of the word of God, it at once becomes evident

to all thoughtful persons that the Bible should be enthroned in the highest place

in all our institutions of learning. It is, we believe, generally admitted that good-

ness, as an element of character, is worth more than cleverness, and yet our prizes

are all offered for cleverness rather than goodness. In this way the heart is subor-

dinated to the head, while intellectual achievement is honored at the expense of

moral worth. This will all be changed when the Bible becomes the most impor-

tant text-book in our colleges and universities."

'

But the value of Bible study in the school is not simply con-

fined to its influence upon the moral and religious nature, but the

mental powers share as well in the stimulation and development

whicli come from contact with the range of supernatural truth

found in its sacred pages. As a mental tonic, and for purpose of

intellectual discipline alone, the Bible deserves a central place in

the studies of the school. One of the commonplaces of religious

literature is tlie influence of biblical and theological studies in in-

tensifying and strengthening the mental activity of the earnest

student.

'

' The value of theological studies, in an intellectual point of view, does not

consist so much in the amount of information as in the amount of energy imparted

by them. The doctrines of theology, like the solar centres, are comparatively few

in number ; and while the demand they make on the memory is small, the demand

they make upon the power of reflection is infinite and unending. For this reason

theological studies are in the highest degree fitted to originate and carry on a true

^ Editorial from Loiidon Christian Commonwealth, reported in 0. T. Student,

February, 1890, p. 121.
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education. There is an invigorating virtue in them which strengthens, while it

unfolds the mental powers, and therefore the more absorbing the intensity with

which the mind dwells upon them, the more it is endued with power. "
'

Further than this, if education may legitimately claim as one

of its subordinate ends the preparation of the scholar to understand

the literature and history of the past, or to comprehend the living

forces which underlie the movements of the present, the Bible

must furnish him with the knowledge which is necessary for this

task. All of the modern national literatures, and especially is

this true of the English literature, derive their power from the

supernatural and biblical elements which they have absorbed and

transmuted into such forms as the peculiar character of the na-

tional mind dictates. Subtract from Milton, Shakspere, Words-

worth, Dante, or Petrarch, Corneille, or even Goethe, the influ-

ences which can be distinctly traced to the Bible, and the residuum

is very nearly nil. Moreover, the history,of the world only be-

comes a philosophy when the central position of the religion

of the Bible is recognized, so much so that the better class of

secular historians cannot refrain from construing all historical

movements by their relation to it ;
- and when amidst the varied

currents and complex phenomena of our own times we seek for

the deep and central forces which will explain the intense life of

the present surging all around us, we must again go to tlie Bible

to see at their fountain-head the streams of influence which are

pouring themselves out into every channel of life. If one is to

know his own times he must first know the Bible. So that upon

the lower view of education, which makes it provide only for the

necessities of practical life and the development of the mental

faculties, the Bible has valuable and necessary functions to dis-

charge ; but we cannot (as we have already seen) legitimately con-

fine education within these comparatively narrow bounds ; and if

it is to be faithful to its true mission of making a complete man,

' Shedd"s Theological Essays, p. 28,

* For an admirable illustration of that true philosophy of history which inter-

prets universal history in the light of its relation to Christianity, see Guizot's His-

tory of Cimlization. Even Gibbon and Hume in their monumental works are

compelled by fealty to fact to pay tribute to the religion of the Bible by recogniz-

ing its large and masterful place in the times with which they deal.



540 THE PRESBYTERIAN QUARTERLY.

then it must provide, and provide lirst of all, for the moral and reli-

gious nature, which constitutes the real personality of the man;

and it can do this effectively only by the use of the Bible studied

and taught as a part of its discipline.^

But we must now pass on to notice that it is the function of

the church to teach the system of truth found in the Bible, and

to train that spiritual nature which has been committed to her

charge. Nor can the church delegate this duty to any other agent

without failing to perform the mission for which she was estab-

lished in the world.

As Dr. Charles Hodge has well said

:

" It is a conceded point tlaat children oiight to be religiously educated ; that

not merely natural religion, but Christianity, and not merely Christianity in gene-

ral, but in the definite form in which it has been revealed by God for the salvation

of man, ought to be inculcated on the infant mind, so that the rising generation

shall be imbued with the knowledge of divine truth. Secondly, it may be assumed

as conceded that it is the duty of the church to impart this religious education.

This is one of the most important parts of her vocation. She received her com-

mission to teach ; she is, by the will and authority of her author, an institute of

education, established to communicate and preserve the knowledge of God, of

Christ, of the way of salvation, and of the rule of duty. Thirdly, this is a duty

which the church cannot devolve on others. She cannot throw the responsibility

on the state, for it is the very work God has given her to do, and she might as

well look to the state to preach the gospel as to make disciples of the nations by

teaching them,"^

The great work which the church finds incorporated in her

charter as binding upon her, and wliich she alone has been com-

' The Old Testament Student within several years has had valuable articles and

symposia upon the subject of religion and the Bible in the schools and colleges.

Dr. Harper deserves the thanks of American scholars, not only for his service to

the Hebrew language and to oriental study in general, but also for his earnest ad-

vocacy of the reintroduction of Bible study in our American colleges ; for it is a

movement to put the Bible in the place it once occupied.
'

' The American College in its origin used to teach Hebrew, dogmatic theology,

Biblical history, and the English Bible. ... It has been necessary in recent years

to make great efforts to induce the colleges to restore Hebrew and the study of the

English Bible to their original places in the course, but this movement is only in

part successful. I have never seen any answer to the question. What has become
of the endowments that have been given in olden times for the teaching of Hebrew
and other portions of biblical and theological work ?

"—C. A. Briggs, in Presbyterian

Review, January, '89, p. 113.

2 Charles Hodge, Gfmrch Polity, pp. 449, 450.
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missioned of God to discharge, is this very work of teaching and

training the moral and religious nature.

But how is this work to be done? Certainly in the mode

which is the most practically effective and successful. Universal

experience would seem to show that the most effective method of

teaching and training, in fact without which teaching is practi-

cally impossible, is through the use of that instrumentality we

call the school. The effort to teach the languages, or science, or

philosophy in any other way would be just as successful as is the

effort to teach the Bible without the school. Teaching is a tech-

nical process which requires the school with its organization, dis-

cipline, classes, methods of administration, peculiar influences and

distinct life ; and to expect that Latin, Greek, Hebrew, chemistry, or

zoology will be learned without these, is just as reascmable as to sup-

pose that the Bible will be tauglit without them. Dr. Hodge truly

says :
" This is the only method in which a religious education has

hitherto ever been given to the mass of the people of any coun-

try." The attempt to teach any system of truth to a large class

of minds without employing the methods and influences peculiar

to the school is certainly foredoomed to failure. And so the me-

thods of teaching which God has indicated as proper through the ex-

perience of the church in the effort to perform her mission would

seem, as we might expect, to coincide with the method which God
has indicated in the word itself. Upon this point the writer will

avail himself of the results of the research and learning of one whose

protracted study, extending over many years, of all that pertains

to the educational function of the church entitles him to a respect-

ful and an attentive hearing.^ After describing minutely the sys-

' The reference is to the Rev. Dr. Henry Clay Trumbull, editor of Sunday-

schod Times, author of Kadesh-Barnea, Blood Covenant, Teaching and Teachers,

etc. In the Yale Lectures, on Lyman Beecher Foundation, for 1888, by Dr. Trum-

bull, will be found a scholarly and thorough discussion of the teaching function of

the church. The work is done primarily with reference to the Sunday-school, but

is compelled to take a wider range. If one does not come from the study of this

book with the conviction that the church has an educational function to perform,

yet he will certainly find so much of helpful suggestion and digested learning and

stimulating influence that he will feel amply repaid for the effort necessary to mas-

ter the book.
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tem of education in Palestine in the time of Christ, and fortifying

his positions by an array of testimony from Tahimd and Targum,

Josephus and Philo, and all the extant literature of the period, he

summarizes results as follows:

"And this was the Bible school system of the Jews in Palestine at the time

that Jesus of Nazareth was born into that land to be brought up there as a Jew.

Bible teaching was to begin at home. At from five to seven years of age, at the

latest, the child was to find his place in the church Bible school. He was there to

memorize the words of Scripture, and he was at the same time to come to an un-

derstanding of its meaning through the process of familiar questioning and reason-

ing. Later he was to be a member of the synagogue Bible school, to share the

benefits of that interlocutory teaching which was the only process which the Jews

deemed worthy the name of teaching. " ^

"Obviously it is in the light of well-known Jewish customs, rather than only

in the light of classic Greek or of modern English, that we are to interpret the

terms ' teach ' and ' teaching ' in the narrative of our Saviour's life course. It is in

the same light also that we must read the great commission as it stands in its one

undisputed, authentic form at the close of the gospel of the kingdom :
' Go ye,

therefore, and make disciples [scholars] of all the nations, baptizing them into the

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to ob-

serve all things whatsoever I commanded you; and lo! I am with you alway, even

unto the end of the world. ' As the Jews would have understood that charge, and

as we have every reason to suppose that our Lord meant it, the direction therein is to •

organize Bible schools everywhere, as the very basis, the initial form, of the Christian

church. Grouping scholars, the child and the childlike, in classes, under skilled

teachers, for the study of the word of God hy means of an interlocutory co-work

between teachers and scholars, that is the starting-point of Christ's church as he

founded it. Whatever else is added, these features must not be lacking. And it

would seem that this was the way in which the great commission was understood

by the apostles and their immediate successors.

"

"Thus it is clear that the early Christian church was not unfaithful to its

trust, nor unmindful of the duty imposed upon it by the great commission. It

organized Bible-schools far and near, as a means of instructing its converts and of

training its membership. And so it continued to do so long as it wisely followed

the injunctions of its divine founder. But as it grew in worldly prominence and

lost in si^iritual life, changes came in the methods of its training work. Its ritual

services were expanded and its teaching exercises were diminished. Says De Pres-

sense :
' Teaching gained in proportion as ritualism lost, and conversely teaching

lost as ritualism gained. ' . . . . In the recently issued valuable work of Mr. Henry

C. Lea, on the History of the Inquisition, it is shown conclusively by that impartial

historian of the religious history of the middle ages that the decline of the spiritual

life of the church was attributable to the neglect by the church of its educational

function. It is also shown by Mr. Lea, as it has been shown by so many historians

before, that the gleams of a pure life, and the struggles toward a better state of

Yale Lectures for 1888, by H. C. Trumbull, pp. 28, 29. ^ jf^i^i^ pp_ ^6, 37.
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things, meantime, were among and on the part of those who studied and taught

the Bible, and who sought to secure Bible instruction for the people generally. It

stands out most clearly in the ecclesiastical history of the middle ages, that where

the Christian life was purest, in those times of general decline, was where the Bible-

school idea was adhered to most closely as a means of religious instruction and

training. Peculiarly was this the case with the Waldenses, the Albigenses, the

Lollards or Wiclilites, the Bohemian Brethren or Hussites, and the Brethren of the

Common Life. Not the pure liturgy, nor yet the faithful pulpit, but the divinely

appointed Bible-school in its more j)rimitive elements, was the distinctive means of

their preservation from the well-nigh universal defection. " '

As indicated alike, therefore, by experience and by God's word,

the church is the agent charged by God with the duty of giving

this religions education through the instrumentality of the school

;

and the church cannot surrender her rights in education without

at the same time evading her plain duty. We must note, however,

that religious education, while essential to a true education, cannot

be properly the entire discipline of the school which aims at a com-

plete and harmonious development of the whole man. The reli-

gious nature, while infinitely the most important part of man's

being, is yet not the whole of it, and the other and lower depart-

ments of our being require training and development also, if we

would make the most of ourselves of which we are capable. We
must remember, too, that as man is a unit, in order that his spir-

itual powers may be at their best his other powers must be drawn

out and trained, or else they cannot serve as the effective instruments

of the higher governing powers. As a spiritual being one is bet-

ter equipped for religious service with a sound body, a strong and

sagacious understanding, an affluent fancy and a trustworthy mem-
ory ; and a system of complete education must provide room in its

discipline for the training of all the faculties of the entire man.

Especially has the experience of the past selected a curriculum of

study which, within certain limits, is capable of definite specifica-

tion, which is the most effective instrument for sharpening and

quickening the purely mental faculties, and. which must not be

ignored or neglected at the same time that the claims of religious

education are emphasized and provided for.'^ There must be,

1 Yale Lectures for 1888, H. C. Trumbull, pp. 63-65.

2 See Painter's History of Education, pp. 154-247, for suggestive thoughts on

"Abstract Theological Education," and the reaction against an exclusively religious

training which necessarily follows.
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then, an indissoluble marriage in the school between the religious

and secular education, because the object of the school is to give

the complete education which develops alike the religious, mental,

social, and physical powers. But in order that religion may be in

the school, it must pervade the entire school life, the secular studies

being pursued in a religious spirit and exhibited in their relations

to biblical truth ; for as truth is an organism, every part is related

to every other part, and is necessary for its complete explanation.

If religion be excluded from the school and the education be en-

tirely secular, the tendency of such education must be distinctly

anti-religious. The words of Christ apply here, He that is not

with me is against me." The same school, in the unity of its dis-

cipline, must give the complete education, both religious and sec-

ular.

'

' KeligioD cannot possibly be separated from the mass of human knowledge

without rendering it positively irreligious. The one cannot be- taught in one

school while the other, entirely purged of it, is taught in another school, because

they necessarily interpenetrate one another, just as God and nature, providence

and natural law, penetrate each other in every event. " '

' * In order to make popular education truly good and socially useful, it must

be fundamentally religious. It is necessary that national education should be

given and received in the midst of a religious atmosphere, and that religious im-

pressions and religious observances should penetrate into all its parts. Eeligion is

not a study or an exercise, to be restricted to a certain place or a certain hour. It

is a faith and a law which ought to be felt everywhere, and which, after this man-

ner alone, can exert all its beneficial influence upon our mind and our life." -

There cannot be a divorce, then, between secular and religious

education without fatal injury to both the causes of religion and

education, and the school, therefore, must include both.

We inquire next, then, for the agent or agents who shall con-

trol the school in giving this complete education. For present

purposes we will leave out of consideration private enterprise, for

while it may, and in fact has, accomplished much for which we

are thankful, it is manifestly unable to grapple with the great prob-

lem of the education of an entire people, and we are left, then,

to consider the claims, in some cases the contesting claims, of

' T?ie State and Religion, Christian Statesman Tracts, No. 14, by Dr. A. A.

Hodge, p. 14.

' Guizot, quoted by Cardinal Gibbons before National Educational Association.
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church and state. There are several modes in which this question

may be adjusted. If there were a union of church and state, as in

England, Germany, and other continental countries, the religious

education of the school might be given by the church, and the

secular education in the same school might rest in the hands of

the state. In popular discussions of this theme, examples are

often adduced from England and Germany, entirely overlooking

the union of church and state in those countries—a union opposed

alike to our Constitution and the genius of our institutions.

Again, an alliance witliout formal union might be made between

church and state, by means of which a co-partnership in educa-

tional work might be formed, resulting in a harmonious settle-

ment of the place which religious education under church control,

and secular education under state control, should be assigned in the

common schools supported by both alike. But on account of the

division of the church in our country into numerous conflicting

sects, as well as on account of the American theory of the relation

of church and state, such an alliance is an impracticability, and, in-

deed, whei-e adopted has not worked satisfactorily.^ Neither a

union nor an alliance between church and state is at present pos-

sible in the United States.

The question, then, before us is, Whether education shall be

conducted by the church exclusively, or by the state exclusively,

or shall both engage in this work, each independently of the

other. If the church leaves education entirely in the hands of the

state, will the religious part of a complete education receive the

attention it requires? Can the state introduce religion into its

schools ? For religion must be a part of the schools, whether con-

ducted by church, or state, or private enterprise.

'

' Religion must be a part of education, and if it cannot be made so without

committing education to the church, why then the church must take charge of it.

••The state has advantages, in some respects, Which the church does not possess;

but if the distinctive principles of Christianity are to be excluded from the schools

of the state, these schools must be abandoned. The great problem to be solved in

this country is the introduction of religion

—

the whole religion of the Bible—

' See numerous articles on school question in Canada, where this is substan-

ially the plan adopted.

36
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into public institutions of learning. That problem nmst be solved, or the church

will be driven to establish institutions of her own. "
'

But has the state a religion which it can introduce ? If so,

what is the religion of the state ? Is it a bare and naked theism,

or is it the religion of the Bible ? If the religion of the state be

the religion of the Bible, then where is the commission of the

state to teach it ? There are difficulties and perplexities here

which the wit of man has never yet satisfactorily solved. The

present writer has no sympathy with those who call the state

godless or atheistic ; but he has never been able to find a satisfac-

tory reply to the questions proposed above. To quote again from

Dr. Thornwell—

"Supposing, however, that schools have a higher object, the formation of

character, as well as the discipline and cultivation of mind, religion must enter

as an element. But by what authority does the state introduce it ? Is not the

state institution founded essentially upon the relations of justice betwixt man and

man? No doubt, if it has a right to introduce religion at all, it is bound to intro-

duce the true religion ; but the opinions of the magistrate are a poor security for

the permanent introduction of an evangelical faith. My mind, however, labors on

the question of right. Keligion may be introduced as a matter of science, a thing

that ought to be known ; but as a living power, a system of divine grace, what has

the state as such to do with it ? " *

The theory upon this subject most widely prevalent now is that

which Dr. A. A. Hodge has called the Secularist theory, which

claims that the state is a purely secular and naturalistic institution,

without religion of any kind, and upon such a theory, of course,

religion cannot be introduced into public institutions of learning.®

Under the influence of this theory, as President Porter says, " the

tide is now strongly setting towards the complete secularization

of our public educational system," and under such circumstances

the churcli must engage in educational work.^ If she resigns the

whole of education into the hands of the state, she will fail to ful-

fil her mission, which requires her to undertake the religious edu-

cation of the people, and she will give her work into the hands of

'Dr. Thornwell's Gollected Writings, Vol. IV., pp. 497, 498.

^ Thornwell's Life and Letters, by Dr. B. M. Palmer, p. 329 ; extract from letter

to Dr.-R. J. Breckenridge.

2 See Spears' Religion and the State, pp. 51-53.

^See an admirable article upon "Secularized Education," by Dr. R. L. Dab-

ney, in Princeton Review, September, 1 879 ; also Porter's American Colleges, p. 394.
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an agent who, as things now are, will certainly fail in doing this

work which the church ought to do. If the church suffers the

education of the people to be destitute of a religious element, she

fails in one of the most solemn duties which God requires of her

;

and if the circumstances of our day and country are sucli that no

union or alliance betw^een church and state is possible in this work,

and if the prevailing " Secularist Theory " pa-events the state from

attempting to give anything save a purely secular education, then

it becomes the bounden duty of the church to see that education

is not thus disastrously secularized ; and in ordei- to this end the

church has the right, yea, is under the duty, of entering and cul-

tivating the whole field of education. To one who carefully ex-

amines the status of affairs in the educational sphere in our coun-

try, there can seem but little doubt that the alternative which

stares the church in the face is the complete secularization of edu-

cation, or education by the church, which gives religious instruc-

tion and training its proper place in the educational system.^

' As Dr. Thornwell has been twice quoted in this discussion, a brief foot-note

on his views may not be out of place. No one is altogether superior to his environ-

ment, and Dr. Thornwell's long connection with a state institution as student, pro-

fessor and president must have influenced his views ; and yet we find that he was

in grave doubt upon this subject for years (see extracts quoted above), and even

after his celebrated letter to Governor Manning, in which he commits himself un-

reservedly for state and against church education, we find him connected with an

institution for education under church control, the Columbia Seminary, and at

our first Assembly he was a supporter of Dr. Jas. A. Lyon's "Scheme of a Southern

Presbyterian university, supported by the whole church, though, as Dr. Palmer

tells us, he was opposed to such university having any organic connection with our

ecclesiastical courts. In his letter to Governor Manning (see pp. 29-31) his positions

are: 1, Religion must be a part of education; 2, The state has a religion which

it can introduce; 3, The methods by which this is to be done are three-fold;

(1), Through the religious and Christian character of the teachers
; (2), By the obli-

gatory observance of the Lord's day with its duty of public worship
; (3), By teach-

ing the evidences of Christianity.

Upon these views we remark : 1. They are not those generally held by the ad-

vocates of state education, who usually assign no such prominence to religion in

the school. 2. While good so far as they go, they make no provision for the study

or teaching of the Bible, a conspicuous and fatal lack. 3. They take a far wider

view of the functions of the state than the current opinions allow. The question,

Shall the state teach religion ? answered in the afifirmative by Thornwell, would

receive an almost universal negative from educators in our day. 4. The methods

indicated for the introduction of religion can be effectively employed only by the
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The testimony of history constitutes a powerful argument for

the truth of the view now presented. Education in all lands is

dominated by the national religion, and rests largely in the hands of

religious teachers.^ The church in every age has found it neces-

sary to use the school as an indispensable instrument in accom-

plishing its mission.^ Especially has Presbyterianism in all of its

branches been foremost in the practical recognition of the mission

of the church in education by the establishment of institutions

dedicated to this end.^ If any one desires to investigate the rela-

tion of American Presbyterianism to education, let him consult

Baird's, Moore's, or Alexander's Digest for the long chain of tes-

timony on that point, extending from the earliest organic existence

of I'resbyterianism in our country until the present day, and he

will see that the liistoric doctrine of the Presbyterian Church is

that she cannot fulfil her mission in the world without the recog-

nition of her educational function and its discharge through the

instrumentality of institutions of learning. It is conceivable, per-

haps, that there might be a state of things in which there would

be no necessity of complete education under church control, but

such a state of things does not now exist, nor, as a matter of fact,

has ever existed in the past.

The advantages which the church has derived from its work in

the educational sphere indicates the right of the church to engage

in it, for which we are contending. If you subtract from the

church, (see Porter's American Colleges, chapter on Keligious Character of Col-

leges). 5. As a matter of fact, with few exceptions, state institutions are not reli-

gious in the sense indicated by Dr. Thornwell. If they could be, or if they were,

the same urgent necessity for complete education under church control would not

exist.

^ Examine on this point the view of Dr. William T. Harris, United States

Commissioner of Education, in Introduction to Painter's History of Education, pp.

7, 8 ; also Dr. McPherson's Centennial Address on Presbyterianism and Education,

in volume of Centennial Addresses, delivered at Philadelphia, p. 66.

^ As space forbids the quoting, let me refer the reader to an address on Chris-

tian Education by Dr. J. N. Waddel, in Quarto-Centennial Addresses, delivered at

Augusta, pp. 36, 37, and also to a discourse by the late Dr. Thomas Smyth, of

Charleston, on Denominational Education, of which Dr. Thomas Chalmers, who
heard him deliver it, afterwards remarked "that he could never cease talking

about it." (Dr. Brackett's Memorial Sermon, p, 31.)

^ Peesbyteeian QuAETEBiiY, July 1889, pp. 332, 333— '

' Presbyterianism and

Education, " by Rev. Dr. Joseph R. Wilson.
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church's equipment of power the forces which have issued from

her various institutions of learning, you withdraw the mightiest of

the natural forces which have made the church the most influen-

tial factor in the world's history. The words which have been

used of our own country are capable, rnutaiis mutandis, of far

wider application: "Were the religious influences that proceed

from the colleges of this country to be withdrawn or sensibly

diminished, it would seem that the gospel itself might almost

cease to be acknowledged, so manifold are the relations of each

generation of college students to the faith and life of the whole

Christian church." Not only is religion a debtor to church edu-

cation, but the cause of sound learning and of true education rests

under an incalculable indebtedness to the church for the work she

has done in this sphere. The glowing tribute which, in the open-

ing chapter of his monumental history, Macaulay pays to the work

of the church in preserving the seeds of learning and civilization

is none the less true because of the splendid rhetoric in which it is

enshrined. Not the least of the benefits of education adminis-

tered by the church has been the healthy influence which has re-

acted on those institutions conducted by the state or by private

enterprise. The whole tone of institutions sustaining no direct

connection with the church has been in this way elevated, and

public education is in some respects different ivom what it would

have been had it not been brought into competition with, and thus

been influenced by, those institutions of Christian education under

church control. Further, the supply and preparation of an edu-

cated ministry has been almost entirely dependent upon church

institutions.

"The church has never depended, except to a very limited extent, upon secu-

lar institutions for the supply of its ministry. Her experience has taught her that

she cannot do it. In proof of this, let me give some unpublished statistics which

h'ave been kindly furnished me by Dr. Bunting, of Clarksville, Tenn. :
' The Uni-

versity of Alabama, up to 1879, graduated 659, and, so far as known, only 30 were

clergymen. The University of Georgia, at Athens, in eighty years, has sent out

2,003 graduates; only 137 entered the ministry. Of all the graduates of the Uni-

versity of Miehigan in thirty-six years, from 1844 to 1879, only 157 were ministers.

Cornell's graduates number 814, She can put her finger positively on 19 who have

become ministers.' Now, these are the facts on one side, \Vhat are the facts

with reference to the denominational colleges ? Suwanee, the Episcopal Univer-

sity of the South, has sent 11 of her 80 graduates into the ministry, while 53 of her



550 THE PRESBYTERIAN QUARTERLY.

students are now candidates. Emory College, Georgia, of her 791 graduates, has

sent 156 into the ministry, also a large number who did not graduate. Mercer

University (the Baptist institution of Georgia) has sent out 591 graduates, and 101

of them are ministers. Of the 54 graduates which Koanoke, Va., has sent out in

the past five years, 24 have studied theology. The alumni of Washington and Jef-

ferson College number 3,274, and 1,458 have entered the ministry. Your own
Davidson has graduated 537, and 162 have entered the ministry. These figures

prove the correctness of a recent statement made by Dr. Dabney, that 'each

church must look chiefly for the rearing of candidates to its own colleges. Whether

we can explain it or not, ' he adds, ' the stubborn facts prove this. '
" '

We remark, in passing, that the general admission that the

church is justified in engaging in the work of education to the ex-

tent necessary to prepare her ministers for their work would by

parity of reasoning constitute sufiicient ground for broadening her

work in education to prepare for Christian service the other offi-

cers of the church and the private members as well, including that

most influential of all classes, the mothers, in whose hands the

future of both church and state so largely rests.

It is true that objections to education under church control are

numerous, for criticism is ever the easiest and cheapest of all

things. Many are loud in the objection that the church has no

commission to teach science or philosophy or the languages. Of

course, the church has no right to teach any of these things for

their own sake, but if teaching any branch of secular learning be-

comes necessary in order to the most effective discharge of " mak-

ing disciples of all nations" in the ^'all things" which Christ has

commanded, then the right becomes plain, and the duty becomes im-

perative to so teach. But we must observe that such secular learn-

ing is taught, not in the authoritative way in which scriptural truth

is delivered, but in the subordinate and secondary manner in which

the church, in the theological seminary, through her accomplished

professors, teaches Hebrew or Chaldee or Greek.^ It may be ob-

jected that the end of education is culture, and that if the church

engages in this work culture will be sacrificed for the sake of re-

ligion. We do not believe with Matthew Arnold, in his Culture

' An able address on "'Denominational Colleges," by Dr. W. M. Grier, delivered

at Davidson College, and published in semi-centennial volume of that institution,

pp. 86-88, and also in The Presbyterian Quarterly, October, 1887.

* See an admirably clear statement of this point in a speech delivered before

Synod of South Carolina by Dr. Jas. Woodrow, pp. 15-17.
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and Anarchy^ that there is any necessary antagonism between the

claims of culture and those of the biblical religion ; and an examina-

tion of the history and work of those institutions of learning which

are entirely under church control, and which are most distinctly

religious in their influence and common life, will satisfy one that

there is no necessity that they should be on this account the less

severe in their mental discipline or more lax in enforcing an ele-

vated curriculum of study.

The claim is sometimes made that the education of the church

is sectarian, and therefore separative and divisive in its tendencies,

and that as enlightened and patriotic citizens all should combine

in the hearty support of that public system of education which tends

to unify all the dissimilar and conflicting elements of our hetero-

geneous national life. But church education is not necessarily

sectarian, nor, as a fact, is it actually so in the majority of church in-

stitutions, nor is there any need of teaching the Bible in a secta-

rian sense. ^ The discipline of l)iblical theology is the greatest

theological achievement of our century, and the arena where it is

destined to do its best work is in the curriculum of study of our in-

stitutions of Christian learning. Sectarian theology need not be

taught emphasizing points of difference and heightening existing

antagonisms, but a distinctively biblical theology will be ironical

in its influence on creed or sectarian differences; for just as the

Bible contains in its unity all the manifoldness of temperament

and diversity of type which characterize human nature, so the in-

fluence of the religion of the Bible upon individuals and peoples

is the great unifying factor in creating a homogeneous and har-

monious people. Religion is the great bond which unites man to

man as well as to G-od, and the way to unite our people is by ex-

erting upon all of them the unique influence which comes from the

Bible and its religion.

There are some who fear that if the church engages in educa-

tion there is danger of overpassing the limits whicli properly

bound the activity of the "spiritual kingdom." No doubt, the

' Dr. Shearer deserves the thanks of the church for his work in showing how
the Bible is to be taught in our higher institutions of learning. See his Syllabus of

a Course of Bible Study (three volumes), also two articles in Peesbytebian Quar-

TEBLY, January and July, 1888.
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doctrine of the spirituality of the church needs the emphasis which

our church has placed upon it through the teaching of representa-

tive theologians and the action of our ecclesiastical courts ; but the

spirituality of the church does not mean that the church is a ghost

without a body and visible, physical functions to discharge. There

is a tendency in some quarters to minimize by extreme " spiritual-

ization " the power and the functions of the church until, instead

of being a mighty spirit, with a strong and healthy body as its ef-

fective instrument, it is reduced to the ghostlier shadow of a ghostly

shade, whose influence in the world will be almost imperceptible.

Here, as at many points elsewhere iii inedio tutissimus ibis; we need

to resist the tendency which would strip the church of its proper

prerogatives just as we must also resist any tendency towards that

extreme churchliness which, as in the popish system, clothes the

church with unwarranted powers. But there can be no danger to

the spirituality of the church in the employment of the agencies

which are necessary to accomplish its mission, especially if that

agency is proven to be necessary by universal experience, and is

indicated as well by divine prescription.

There are some opposed to education by the church who appre-

hend that the control of the necessary institutions will be trouble-

some, involving ecclesiastical courts in delicate and embarrassing

details of administration, and leading to heated and injurious dis-

cussion and controversy. Those were wise words addressed by the

President of Wofford College to the Methodists of South Carolina

:

"No church can expect to enjoy at once the ease of those who, for any reason,

decline great enterprises, and the success and enlargement of those who wisely at-

tempt great enterprises. There is an infinite range and depth in the divine, sleep-

less law, ' Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. ' It applies to churches

as well as to individuals. Surely we do not intend to say to sister churches in the

State and to sister conferences beyond our State lines, ' Go on with all your edu-

cational efforts. We can do as much for the public good without these helps as

you can with them. We shall pour into the next generation as full a current of

moral and intellectual influence as you can, with all your outlay of interest, money
and men.' "

'

Observe also that it is a serious and unjust indictment against

our church polity and the wisdom of our courts to pronounce them

incapable of the wise and successful management of such institu-

^ An Appeal to the Methodists of South Carolina, by Jas. H. Carlisle, LL. D., p. 3.
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tions. A sufficient answer is an appeal to history, showing the suc-

cessful conduct by the church of every grade of educational enter-

prise from the academy to the university. Through its system of

committees our church successfully grapples with all of the nu-

merous and complex details involved in the control of its enter-

prises of Home and Foreign Missions, Education and Publication
;

and practically the same system is employed in the appointment of

the trustees and directors who are charged by our courts vyith

the duty of administering the affairs of the schools and colleges of

the church, and who are responsible for the manner of discharging

this trust to the ecclesiastical bodies which appointed them. Per-

plexing details requiring delicate tact, much experience, and a sa-

gacious knowledge of affairs, may be safely left to the directory of

such institutions, just as in similar cases such questions are left to

the committees of Education, Publication, Home or Foreign Mis-

sions. The church need only assume sufficient control to secure

the following ends: 1. That the Bible be taught by competent

teachers
; 2, That nothing inconsistent wdth the Scriptures as in-

terpreted in the symbols of the church be taught in any depart-

ment of the school; 3, That the moral and religious influence of

the institution be strong and decided
;
4, That the curriculum of

study and the intellectual culture be of the highest grade. As
long as the directors, by their administration of the school, college

or seminary, secure these ends, the details of administration should

be left in their hands, and the control of the church would thus

be exercised mediately and indirectly. When, however, there is

failure to secure these ends, which the church must regard as par-

amount, the delinquent directors may be easily substituted by

others who will be true to the policy of the church in lier educa-

tional work, and thus in either case the church maintains a gen-

eral control and supervision while unembarrassed with perplexing

matters of administration. This is substantially the plan adopted

in most cases by the church in the government of her institutions

of learning, and which experience lias shown to be safe and prac-

ticable.^

' Those interested in tile question of the management of institutions of learn-

ing will find suggestive thoughts in these works amongst others : Mark Pattison's
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This article will conclude with some practical suggestions

—

1. Let the doctrine of the duty of the church in education be

recognized and practically applied whenever possible. The doc-

trine of our church on this point is contained in the circular letter

issued in 1871

:

" (1.) The promotion of the great work of education in all its departments is

now, as in all our past historj^ it has been, not only the true policy, but the indis-

pensable duty and an absolute necessity, of our beloved Zion.

" (2. ) This necessity, in the opinion of this Assembly, exists not only with re-

ference to the preparation of our young men for the ministry, but with equal cer-

tainty as it bears upon the training of the entire body of our youth for their future

career in every sphere of human effort, and that its obligation extends to both

sexes alike.

" (3. ) While there may exist an honest difference of opinion as to the precise

form of control which should be maintained over this great interest, there is a

happy unanimity in the sentiment that it is one too dear, too vital to us as a

church, to be remitted to the state, to other communions, or to any irresponsible

body of educators
;
that, in a word, the education of our children can be safely

surrendered to no other than a Presbyterian influence. " '

Let our officers and people be trained to accept this historic

doctrine of Presbyterianism, and our church courts be fixed in the

habit of fostering institutions of Christian education in all legiti-

mate ways.

2. The primary and secondary education which our country

offers its children needs re-organization in the interest of religious

instruction and training.

The fathers of the common-school system in our country did

not anticipate the exclusion from the public school of religious in-

struction derived from Bible study. ^ If the " secularization " of

Academical Organization ; Letters on Collegiate Oovernment, by late President F.

A. P. Barnard
;
Thoughts on College System in United States, by Francis Wayland.

There were at one time in the Theological Seminary library, at Columbia, inter-

esting and valuable notes in manuscript by Dr. George Howe, on this subject, pre-

pared when he was chairman of the Assembly's Committee on the Revision of the

Seminary Constitution. The changes he advocated, and they seem to have been

adopted, were in the direction of throwing all matters of administration upon the

board and leaving control only to the courts of the church ; for this position Dr.

Howe argued from the example of other seminaries, the experience of the college

world, and the nature of the case.

' Alexander's Digest, p. 212.

' See Horace Mann's Reports, pp. 710-715.
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the public schools now in progress is to continue, the Christian

church in this country, in all of its branches, will be compelled by

the duty of self-preservation to withdraw support from such a

system.

"One thing is absolutely certain: Christianity is ever increasing in power,

and, in the long run, will never tolerate the absurd and aggressive claims of mod-

ern injadelity. The system of public schools must be held, in its sphere, true to the

claims of Christianity, or they must go with all the other enemies of Christ, to the

wall.'"

In some quarters of our country the utterance of such views is

construed as lack of public spirit, but patriotism as well as religion

demands that some method must be devised by which the Bible and

religion may be a part of the discipline of the common-school system,

as was designed by its founders, or the system is doomed to failure

and final extinction. The church is awaking to the peril which is

involved in a "secularized" and godless education. President

Seelye, of Amherst, tells us that "it is a grave question whether

by our popular education we are not lighting the torch of the

incendiary rather than that of the guide," and there are many who
share the apprehension of this eminent publicist and scholar. In

this reference Dr. Roberts, ex-Moderator of the Northern General

Assembly and President of Lake Forest University, argues ttiat

—

*

' It should be made the duty of the presbyteries to see that each of them, if

the members of the churches and the population of the district should demand it,

has an academy or an intermediate school to prepare their youth for business and

for entrance into college. These academies should be well endowed, thoroughly

equipped with scientific appliances, and permeated with the spirit of religion. A
large number of these is now needed, and a still larger number will be needed in

the near future. " *

3. Female education ought to receive far greater attention than

has been the case in the past.

While our church has some excellent institutions of a high

grade for female education, thoroughly Christian in their influence,

and enforcing, to some extent at least, Bible study as a part of their

curriculum, yet the supply of such institutions is far too limited,

and the support they receive and the honor accorded them in the

^ New Princeton Review, Vol. III., p. 47, Dr. A. A. Hodge.
' Presbyterian Review, April, 1888, p. 219 ; see also Dr. Eoberts' opening ser-

mon at the last Assembly at Saratoga.
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public estimation of the church is not that which they are entitled

to receive on account of the value and dignity of the work they

are doing. It is far too common to regard the position of presi-

dent or instructor in a female seminary as a dernier resort for

some superannuated, invalid, or " broken-down " brother, who has

failed at preaching or at teaching boys, and who, therefore, must

be fitted for this wwk. There are few "prevailing views" that

are more grossly "heretical" than the place which public opinion

assigns female education, and the relative position of conspicuous

inferiority to which the instructor in the female institution is rele-

gated when contrasted with the higher esteem and nobler station

with which the professor in the male college is honored. The

whole tone of public opinion on this point ought to be revolu-

tionized; the transcendent importance of Christian education for

the girls should be recognized, and the unsurpassed field of useful-

ness occupied by those engaged in female education should attract

the best talent of the church, and secure for the work the distin-

guished respect which it deserves.^

4. Our church is plentifully supplied with institutions for the

higher education of males, and does not need to multiply them.

The opinion may be entertained that we have too many male

colleges, but a careful examination would show tliat all of them

have their own peculiar fields, to occupy which, with the growth

and development of our South-land, it will require their best ef-

forts to worthily fill.^

" If we are wise and successful in managing our public affairs,

we may soon have a population which will need all the Southern

colleges now in existence. Each institution sheds light in a region

which but for it might be unenlightened. The small colleges have

performed, and seem destined still to perform, an important part

in the social, literary, and religious growth of our country."

' Without instituting invidious comparisons, what an incalculable gain to the

whole church, if each Synod had located within its bounds an institution like

Bellewood Seminary, at Anchorage, Ky., distinctly religious, and making the Bible

an indispensable part of the curriculum of study !

For a suggestive and vigorous discussion of the tendency, especially in the

South, to multiply the number of colleges, see a pamphlet entitled The College

Question, by President Julius D. Dreher, of Eoanoke College, Va.
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Without exception, all of the colleges connected with our

church offer a curriculum of study which represents at least re-

spectable attainments, and the existence of each is justified by the

work it is accomplishing. If the alternative which confronted the

church were a choice between the policy of increase or that of

concentration, the wiser choice would seem to be to concentrate

resources upon fewer institutions, perhaps to combine some of

them, so as to have strong, ably manned and amply endowed in-

stitutions, which, by their superior excellence and recognized merits,

would command a wide patronage both without and within the

bounds of our church. But no such choice as this is required of

the church, and her wisest policy would seem to be, while not in-

creasing the number of existing institutions, and while not ques-

tioning the right of any to exist, to give a more generous and

hearty support to those already in existence, elevating the standard

of scholarship, raising ampler endowments, so that larger and abler

faculties may be employed, above all, strengthening the distinc-

tively religious influence of the college, and making the Bible a

central part of the curriculum of study, ranking with the severe

studies in science, language or philosophy, and pursued by the

same rigorous scientific methods.

The only point where divergence of view may arise is in South

Carolina, where the Presbyterian College of South Carolina, lo-

cated at Clinton, is asking to be received under synodical control,

and where also a movement is on foot looking to the establish-

ment of a South Atlantic University, under the control of the

four Synods of North and South Carolina, Georgia, South Georgia

and Florida. If both of these movements are successful, the num-

ber of colleges will not be necessarily increased
;
perhaps they may

be decreased. Nor does there seem to be any necessary antago-

nism between them. The Presbyterian College of South Caro-

lina, though young, has yet done a good work for its years, and

gives promise of better with future growth. It deserves well of

the Presbyterians of South Carolina, and the request which it now
makes of the Synod, while carefully canvassed, and all possible con-

tingencies weighed, should not be lightly disregarded. The Synod

of South Carolina, with its 16,000 members, would seem to be as
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able to support an institution as Kentucky with 15,500, Missouri

with 9,700, Texas with 10,000, or Arkansas with 4,500.' It may
be thought, however, that if the movement for the establishment

of the universit}^ is successful, as it ought and must be, that it

would injuriously divide the strength of the Synod to sustain or-

ganic relations to the two institutions. But Arkansas is one of

the Synods sustaining the Southwestern University, while at the

same time Arkansas College, within its bounds, is doing a good

and necessary work, which otherwise would not be done, to the

serious loss of Presbyterianism in that and other States. The
Synod of Nashville sustains similar relations to Southwestern

University, while King College, located within its bounds, is dis-

charging its mission in that rapidly developing part of Tennessee

which so greatly needs the influence and work of just such an in-

stitution. Presbyterianism would be much the poorer in the two

States of Arkansas and Tennessee were the two colleges at Bates-

ville and Bristol blotted out of existence ; nor is the loss a serious

one, if indeed there be any loss at all, to the Southwestern Presby-

terian University, because in the bounds of two of the Synods sup-

porting that noble institution there are located two colleges doing a

work for Christian education which else would go undone. The uni-

versity proposed for establishment by the four Synods would not

suffer if the college at Clinton were brought into closer relations to

the Synod of South Carolina; nor, on the other hand, would this

college be injured by the successful consummation of the move-

ment to enrich the cause of Presbyterianism and Christian educa-

tion by the establishment of a university worthy of the support

and the patronage of the four Synods. Presbyterianism would gain

incalculably in moral influence and in efficiency in preparing its

ministers and members for Christian work, were there established

in this part of the church an institution for both collegiate and

professional training of the very highest grade, with an able faculty

amply supported. Dr. Jas. A. Lyon said twenty years ago

:

"We must not disguise from ourselves tlie unpleasant fact that our honorable

prestige is gradually but surely passing away from us ; not that we have lowered

' This article cannot omit recognizing also the great debt which the church

owes to that venerable and noble institution, the Hampden-Sidney College, and its

younger sisters, Davidson and Westminster Colleges and the Central University.
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our standard, but tliat we have stood still, content with past honors. One is never

in greater danger than when he is lulled into indifference by fancied security."^

The time has come for a forward movenient in order to main-

tain the honorable eminence in education which distinguishes us,

and to strengthen our church in these four Synods to grapple with

the supreme duties which the immediate future of this rapidly de-

veloping section will present.

5. Our institutions for theological education ought to do more

work in preparing our future ministers to use and to teach the

English Bible.^ The Southwestern Presbyterian University, in

its theological as well as in its academical department, is already

doing much good work in this reference, and some of our other

seminaries are moving in this direction, as, in fact, are most of

the theological seminaries of a high grade amongst all the

churches.

"The church ought to do more for the expounding of the English Bible, and

to train its ministers more efficiently for this work. The ministry must know the

originals, and draw their inspiration from the originals, but they have to teach

their people through the medium of the English Bible ; and, therefore, it is neces-

sary that they should understand this medium, and that they should have facility

in its use. . . . But the knowledge of the originals will be of little service to them

as public teachers, unless they can use the English Bible as the medium by which

they are to instruct the people. They need thorough training in the use of the

English Bible as well as in the original Scriptures, and only in this way does their

knowledge of the originals attain its practical importance and bestow its blessings

through the ministry on the church. In my opinion, the institutions of learning

have been neglecting the English Bible, and it is high time that its study should

take a prominent place in the curriculum of every theological seminary.
'

' The study of the English Bible in the theological seminary has, therefore,

this as its aim : (1), To set the English Bible in the light of the Hebrew, Aramaic,

and Greek originals; (2), To impregnate the English Bible with the spirit and life

of the originals
; (3), To train the student to expound the English Bible in that

light, and spirit, and life; (4), To give him 'a comprehensive view of the whole

Bible, showing him the principles of its structure, the variety and unity of its or-

ganism
; (5), To set the whole Scripture in the Kght shining from the throne of

' Southern Presbyterian Renew, April, 1869, p. 153.

2 The writer wishes that this review could secure for its readers an admirable

address on this subject of the Bible in schools, colleges, and theological seminaries,

delivered at the opening of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, in 1889,

by that great preacher and scholar. Dr. John A. Broadus, whose course in New Tes-

tament English shows, by successful example, the importance and value of the

study of the English Bible in the theological seminary. If personal testimony

were in place, the writer would testify to the inspiration and stimulus, whose

influence is abiding and permanent, which he derived from attendance for some
time upon the class in the English Bible of this distinguished teacher.
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God. Such a study of the English Bible in the curriculum of a theological semi-

nary should not interfere with any existing courses of study. "

'

6. Our church should return to the conception of the teacher

or doctor as one of the permanent officers of the church, and this

not simply as teacher in academies, colleges or seminaries under

church control, but also in the particular congregation where there

is the greatest need of religious instruction and training. The
local churches need teachers as well as preachers. Congregations

of a large and prosperous membership, able to sustain and need-

ing the ministrations of both the preacher and the teacher, ought

to be encouraged to secure, in addition to the preacher in the pul-

pit, the services of men gifted in the function of teaching, who,

by their skill in the Sabbatli-school, the Bible-class, the teacher's

meeting, and other assemblies for associated [study of God's word

which could easily be established, might build up God's people in

Christian knowledge and guide them in methods of successful

Bible study. There are men admirably fitted for this work, who
are not adapted to proclaim with inspiring effect the truth from

the pulpit ; and this is an illustration of that " diversity of gifts
"

which Christ bestows upon his disciples, and which, if the church

is wise, she will utilize by providing each particular variety of en-

dowment with that kind of work which it is prepared most effi-

ciently to discharge. The church needs teachers, the gift of teach-

ing is bestowed by Christ upon some of his disciples, the office of

teacher is recognized in God's word ; the true policy of the church

is, therefore, to faithfully employ, wherever possible, this officer

in the discharge of his proper function of teaching God's truth to

God's people, and thus supply one of the great needs now press-

ing upon us, which is not so much more and better preaching as

more and better teaching.- And we need have little fear that the

church will unduly emphasize its teaching-office and the educa-

tional function which by its very charter it is commissioned to

discharge. Thornton C. Whaling.

^Presbyterian Beview, April, 1889, p. 297, C. A. Briggs. The vagaries of

Whither will not prevent one from recognizing the sound and sober sense of this

excerpt from the author of that brilliant but erratic book.

* Upon the teacher's or doctor's office, see Mitchell's Lectures on Westminster

Assembly, pp. 184-186; Briggs's Whither, pp. 38-43; Stuart Eobinson, Church of

Ood, Appendix, pp. 23, 28, and 71, and Minutes of Westminster Assembly, passim.




