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bound together in the sufferings and victories of
this great war.

Mother of Churches.

“It has been the mother of Presbyterian church-
es in this section of the South. Those who founded
the First Presbyterian church, this city, went out
from our congregation, while Hull Memorial is a
daughter of the church, and the Anderson Street,
Thirty-seventh Street, and Montgomery Chapels bear
tribute to the quickening of interest in the exten-
sion of Presbyterianism in Savannah.

“This service extends across the seas, through
mission work in Korea and China, and has long
strengthened weak churches in the home land, par-
ticularly in the state of Georgia, .

“God, who has done these great things for us
in the times of old, is by these very things sum-
moning us of this generation to the larger endea-
vors for His Kingdom.

“The men of the early history of this church
were men of advanced ideas and a marvelous spirit
of progress. Some of these men, during thg build-
ing of the former church, daring all maritime ‘tra-
ditions of the centuries, had staked their all on the
fortunes of the steamship ‘Savannah,’” which during
the very hours of the dedication of the church in
1819, was waiting at the dock to take the President
of the United States on his first steamboat ride the
following Wednesday, and then to steam out upon
her epoch-making voyage across the Atlantic.

“Let one accuse Savannah of lacking in the
spirit of progress in these early days. These were.
the men, with such vision of the future, who
planned the massive building with its spacious seat-
ings, and when the congregafion rebuilt in 1889
along the same bold lines they issued a new chal-
lenge to~the succeeding generations, to make good
their faith in the future of the church. This task
has fallen to our lot, and is as yet unfulfilled, a task
that under the very circumstances calls on us to
summon every resource of faith, sacrifice and ser-
vice. -

“We rejoice in the blessed fellowship of this
church, and in the memories of the sainted dead,
with whom we feel we can hold real fellowship at
the mercy seat in this house of prayer. 1f, how-
ever, we are to realize the vision of those forward-
looking men, whose heirs we are, there must be a
daily increasing fellowship with that growing num-
ber of those who come to Savannah as strangers.
It is perhaps difficult for those who have always
made a city their home to know the heart-hunger
of the stranger. Our very traditions, as the French
say, ‘noblesse oblige,’” lay us under tribute to Dbe
loyal to the spirit of those who have gone before
us. Jesus' favorite word was ‘the Kingdom.” Only
twice did He use the word Church. The mission of
the Church, without which every beauty of archi-
tecture and every loyalty of doctrine are in vain,
is to bring in this Kingdom of God among men—
to ‘sound aloud the call of God to human souls, un-
til that great hour, when the last lonely soul shall
see the unlifted Cross, and the whole round world
be bound. back by golden chains about the heart of
God/ :

“It is the ‘Spirit and the Bride who say, Come’
—an ‘invitation implies a welcome, and for us in our
day and generation there must be not only the in-
vitation, but the loving, glad welcome to the house
of God, and the hearts of the people of God. Such
a welcome will find answer in the hearts of hun-
dreds of men and women who will fill these pews

in a spirit that seeks the blessing of the Saviour of

Men—of that Saviour whose Shekinah glory abides
upon the church that not only bows before His
Cross, but in humble, tender, adoring love lifts that
Cross before the poorest and humblest of God’s
children.

“By all the memories of the past, by the solemn
covenant of the doctrines of grace, by the fellow-
ship of all the years, by the service of those who
have entered into rest, I summon you this day at
the close of the old year to the life of the years to
come—the life of humility, of faith, of fellowship
and of self-sacrificing service in the name of Him,
the great head of the Cliurch, who loved us and
gave Himself for us.”

Sayannah, Ga. .
———————
THE LAW OF PURE CONSCIENCE.

The law of a pure conscience is the law of God.
Destroy God’s law and man will have no more
sense of duty, of right and wrong, than the brute.
He will no longer be a subject of moral law, be-
cause there is no moral law to him in that aase.
The moral law may be written upon the heart of
man or in the Book of God. No matter how it is
made known, it is the supreme rule for conscience.
The apostle teaches that the Gentiles have a natural
law within them, but, since they have not heark-
ened to it, God gave them up to vile affections and
all manner of abominations. Their consciences
became so blunted that they ran headlong into all
manner of excesses. The law of God needs to be
tnown and ever kept before the mind, that con-
science may be properly prepared for duty.—Chris-

tian Instructor.
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The General Assembly of 191'8.'

A Message From the Moderator.

From many quarters recently has come the sug-
gestion that the meeting of the General Assembly
of 1918 be omitted. The reasons given for this are
strong and cogent:

The traveling expenses in going as far from the
center of the Church as Durant will be heavy, The
expense to the good people of Durant of enter-
taining the Assembly, at a time when the cost of
living is very high, will be great. We have been
asked by those in charge to avoid the use of the
trains as much as possible. The train service is, of
necessity, at this time bad, and apt to grow worse.
The movement of any darge hody of men may, at
any time, interfere with troop movements. These
and other reasons have been advanced for omitting
the meeting of the Assembly this year.

I am clearly of the opinion that our law forbids
such omission. Paragraph 87 of the Book of
Church Order reads: ‘““The General Assembly shall
meet at least annually.” This seems clear, and to
admit of no exceptions. It is true that the mod-
crator of the Assembly of 1864, on adjournment, re-
quired ‘“‘another ‘General Assembly, chosen in the
same manner, to meet at Macon, Ga., on the third
Thursday in May, A. D, 1865 Because of the
condition of the country at that date—the whole

‘South being occupied by the armed forces of the

North, the transportation system of the section
having utterly broken down, and our ministers and
many of our ruling elders heing practically without
money-—this meeting was not held in May, 1865, nor
could have.been held. Later, in December of 1865,
at the «call of the moderator, the meeting of the
Assembly that was to have been held in May, was
held. In the above case it was absolutely impos-
sible to comply with our law.

No such impossibiiity exists now. It is merely
a question of expediency. And even in the case
‘mentioned, the letter of the law was complied with,
when, in December of the same year, the Assembly
met.

The suggestion now is to omit the meeting of
1918 entirely. Our law requires an annual meeting.
Nor does it seem to me possible for the Presby-
teries to change this at their spring meetings. To
change this law would require the procedure of
Paragraph 142 of the Book of Church Order, and
this is manifestly impossible in time to omit the
meeting of 1918. \

IFor the IPreshyteries {o refuse to elect «com-
missioners, and thus let the wmeeting go by default
seems neither right nor proper. It would cause
the Presbyteries to break the laws of our Church
as found in Paragraph 87, Book of Church Order.
While Paragraphs 77 and 87, Book of Church Order
seem to make it optional with the Presbytery as
to sending commissioners, stating that “Presbytery
has power to appoint commissioners to the Gen-
eral Assembly,” and “Every Presbytery shall be
entitled to send,” etc.; such an interpretation is not
horne out by other passages. The closing part of
P’aragraph 87 is mandatory. And such an interpre-
tation would bring chaos into our whole system of
appellate courts.

If it is optional with the Presbytery, as to ap-
pointing commissioners to the General Assempbly;
it is likewise optional with the session as to ap-
pointing commissioners to Presbytery; :and our
whole system breaks down.

But, while our laws forbids the omission of the
meeting, if it be the desire of the Church to save
the expense and avoid the jnconveniences of a
meeting at this time, the end sought for could De
legally carried out in this way:

Let every Presbytery elect its ~commissioners
regularly, at its spring meeting; at the same time let
every Presbytery vote upon the question whether
it desires a regular meeting of the Assembly in
May, 1918. Let the result of this vote be at once
forwarded to the stated clerk of the Assembly. If
an overwhelming majority of the Presbyteries, say
three-fourths, are in favor of postponing the meet-
ing for a year; then let the moderator announce
that such postponement will occur; only requesting
certain commissioners from the adjacent Presby-
teries, who can come at a minimum of expense and
trouble, to meet at Durant at the time specified, for
the purpose of immediately adjourning without the
transaction of any business, to meet a year later.

Of course the whole matter here would hinge
upon the question whether the General Assem.blby,
under the constitution of our ‘Church, has the lawful
or ri.ghtfu‘.l power to so adjourn. I do not find that
‘thxs question has ever been raised in our Church. It
is, however, a power that belongs to every deliber-
ative .body, unless specially prohibited by the con-
stitution. I fnd no such prohibition in our con-
stitution,
adj(l)l:minsmjzntlhfer question of the constitution_1ai]ity of

) om year to year was submitted to
Chancellor James Kent, of New York, for his opin-

iox?. In sustaining the right of the Assembly to so
adjourn, he said: :

“The adjournment preserves the i ity ¢
Assembly. 1 have no doubt that upond:.n::)tl{ngf e
struction of the constitution the General Asse:mgx;;
has. thg same analogous power as all other political
legislative bodies to which I have alluded, If a(;xa
greater restriction had been intended, it wc;uld havi
been expressed. The language quoted implies ag
of course the power of adjournment, Itis a wise
and necessary power to guard against calamities
and over-ruling necessities, such as 2 desolatin’
sickness, or conflagration, or insurrection, etc Ii
may l.>e safely confided to such a representatic;n if
anything may. Even in ordinary civil corporatio'ns
where powers are granted very guardedly and con-'
strued strictly, it is adjudged that a carporation
may transact any business at an adjourned meeting
which they might have transacted at an original
meeting. (11 Vermont Reports 385). For these
neasons briefly I conclude that the power of ad-
journment by the General Assembly . .. was con-
stitutional.”

Again, in 1869, both the Old School and New
Schodl Assemblies, meeting in New York in May
mutually agreed, and severally carried out the agree:
ment, to adjourn to meet in Pittsburgh, Pa., on No-
vember 10, 1869.

Therefore, because of the inherent power be-
longing to our Assembly to so adjourn; because there
is no constitutional provision forbidding such ad-

_journment; and because in other Presbyterian bodies

the right to adjourn from month to month and year
to year has been exercisd by the General Assembly;
it is my opinion that our own Assembly would
have such right.

In view of the seemingly widespread desire to
avoid the exppense of a meeting of our General As-
sembly, I would, as moderator, request that each
Presbytery, after the election of its commissioners,
vote on the question: “Shall there be a meeting of
the General Assembly in May, 1918, for the trans-
action of business?”

And if three-fourths of the Presbyteries shail
vote against the holding of such meeting, I shall
request the commissioners from the adjacent Pres-
byteries to ieet at the time and place fixed, in
number sufficient to provide a quorum; and shall, at
said meeting, entertain a motion to adjourn for a
year.

If three-fourths of the Presbyteries do not vote
against the holding of said usual meeting, then the
meeting will be held as usual.

1 would, however, .with the call for such a vote,
remind the Presbyteries that there are many and
strong reasons for holding the Assembly as usual.
Let us remember to keep first things first. Many
important questions need to be solved. There is an
economy that is sometimes false economy. Our
great church causes need all the inspiration and help
they can receive. And let us beware how we trifle
with the machinery of our great Church.

Wilmington, N. C.  John M. Wells, Moderator.

A LITTLE TALK WITH JESUS,

A little talk with Jesus, how it soothes the rugged
road,

How it cheers and helps me onward, when I faint
beneath my load;

When the heart is crushed with sorrow and my eyes
with tears are dim,

I tel Him I am weary and fain would be with Him.

I tell Him I am weary and fain would be at rest,

That 'm daily, hourly, longing for a home upon
His breast;

And He answers me so sweetly, in tones of ten-
derest love, ‘

I am coming soon to take you to My happy home
above.

Ah! this is what I'm wanting, His lovely face to se¢,

And I'm not afraid to say it, I know He’s wanting
me.

He gave His life a ransom, to make me all His own,

And He can’t forget His promise, to me, His pur-
chased one.

I cannot live without Him, nor would I if T could;

He is my daily portion, my medicine and my food.

He’s altogether lovely, none with Him can comparé,

The chief among ten thousand, the fairest of the
fair,

I often feel impatient and mourn His long delay;

I never can feel settled, while He remains away.

But we cannot long be parted, I know He'll quickly
come,

And we shall dwell together in His all
home.

So I'll wait a little longer, till His appointed timfs,
And glory in the knowledge that such a home 1
mine.

-blissful

There in our Father’s dwelling, where many man-
sions be, . ith
I'll sweetly talk with Jesus, and He will talk W

me. —-Anon.
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