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PREFACE.

Tais little book is presented to the Chris-
tian public from no desire of authorship. It is
the result of a call in the providence of God,
which the writer had no liberty to disobey.

The doctrines of Pelagians and semi-Pela-

‘gians on the one hand, and the denial of the

instrumentality of the word in regeneration on
the other, although apparenily opposites, will
be seen, by a perusal of these pages, to flow
spontaneously from the same radical error,

- namely,—an undue exaltation of the natural

man’s ability of will.

The reader will find no tincture, either of
party spirit or denominational pride; but an
humble inquiry into that great change which
passes upon all those who are redecmed from
among men, before their admission into the
presence and enjoyment of God. DMore than
a hundred of the best authors, to which the



iv PREFACE.

writer could obtain access, have been con-
sulted, compared with the scriptures, and with
each other. The result of this laborious re-
search is here brought to view within a narrow
compass, in the hope of promoting, through
the blessing of God, the spiritual interest of
such as have neither the means nor leisure for
extended research,

Religious controversy, having its origin in
the imperfection of human nature, is always
attended with present evil; but all experience
demonstrates that its ultimate effects have gene-
rally proved beneficial. The present work is,
in a great measure, necessarily controversial;
but the author has laboured to avoid, as much
as possible, the spirit of mere ccntroversy; as
truth, and only truth, has been uniformly the
object of his ardent pursuit.

A few individuals are found, perhaps, in
every community, who handle the word of
God as they would a ball in a game of cricket,
merely to display their dexterity, or obtain a
victory. This class of persons may be disco-
'vered by their misrepresentations of the obvi-
ous meaning of others; by their carping at
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words; by their denials or perversions of scrip-
ture; and by their laboured arguments in de-
fence of error. The author desires no par-
ticipation with such persons in their folly.

The great importance, nay indispensable
necessity of a clear and simple style, in such a
discussion as the present, has been kept con-
stantly in view. The ¢ footsteps of the flock ”’
of God have been attentively considered. No
-sentiment has been advanced, touching the
-essentials of true religion, which is not sup-
ported by the suffrages of the learned and
pious in all ages, who have committed their
views to writing for the benefit of their fellow
men, and “ who being dead, yet speak.”

It will be perceived that an accurate know-
dedge of the nature of regeneration is essential
1o a correct understanding of the means by
which it is effected.

Several new errors, which have been vented
since Charnock wrote, are here met and re-
futed. Dr. Witherspoon’s standard work on
the subject, though of more recent date, is « A
Practical Treatise,” exhibiting more directly
the evidences, than the nature of the change. It
is, however, believed the reader might derive

l‘l
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great benefit by a perusal of the authors just
named in connexion with this treatise.

In some respects, it is thought the doctrine of
regeneration is presented in a more clear light
than in any previous single publication. Be
this, however, as it may, the author is confi-
dent no one can sustain any loss by an atten-
tive perusal of the work.

The learned, before they condemn the mi-
nute explanation of some things, which are fa-
miliar to them, are requested to reflect, that
these things are not so obvious to the gene-
rality of readers, as the great prevalence of
error clearly demonstrates.

For the plan of the work, the reader is
referred to the table of contents.

It is believed the interests of the Christian
church demand this publication. It treats of
a change in the souls of men, which lies far
beyond those regions that bound the researches
of philosophy: and as the knowledge of this
change can be derived only from divine reve-
lation, so its nature can be accurately under-
stood only by those happy souls upon whom it
has been effected, by means of that revelation.

Read, ponder, believe, and be saved.
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PART I.

THE NATURE OF REGENERATION.

CHAPTER 1.

* STATEMENT OF ERRORS,

1. As it would be unposmble for the reader
to see the bearing and force of many remarks
in the following pages, without a knowledge of
the principal errors which have been broached
upon the subject of Regeneration, particular
attention is called in the outset to the most
prominent.

1. The radical error of the Arminians, is,
that the understanding alone needs to be en-
lightened :—

# What we do really believe to be our chief
good, will be chosen; and what we apprebend to be
the worst of evils, will, whilst we do continue. under
that conviction, be refused by us, It, therefore, can

2 ,
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be only requisite, in order to these ends, that the good
Spirit should so illumine our understandings, that
we attending to and considering what lies before us,
should apprehend and be convinced of our duty.”*

“ We know if an object be viewed.as good by our
understanding the will chooses it."”{

2. The modern Hopkinsians maintain that
depravity is limited to the will:—

“That man posgesses, since the fall, the powers of
agency requisite to moral obligation, on the ground
of the possibility of obedience, is a matter of noto-
riety. . . . . Choice, without the possibility of other
or contrary choice, is the immemorial doctrine of fa-
talism. . . . . The doctrine of the natural ability of
choice, commensurate with obligation, has been, and
is, the received doctrine of the universal orthodox
church, from the primitive age down to this day.”}{

"« 8in and holiness are predicable of nothing but.
moral actions.”} , .
" «Sinisa wrong choice, or volition. Holiness is
its opposite, aright choice or volition. Nothing else
is sin; nothing else is holiness.”|| :

«The understanding, considered as distinct from
the will, is not capable of moral depravnty i

* Whitby.
t Inquiro in the Religious Monitor, Vol. 18, p. 289,
1 Beecher’s Views in Theology, pp 30, 31, 35, 47.
§ Hopkins, Vol. 1. p. 129.
" }j Spring’s Disquisitiots, p. I6.
"% Hopkins, Vol. 1. p. 632 S
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8. Many from Pelagiuato the present day
teach that God anly assists us by the word, in
the production of that change, which takes
place in regeneration. See Pelaglus a3 quoted
by Turretine.

4. A large number of theologians in dlﬂ'er.
ent denominations still maintain the doctrine,
that all the Holy Spirit does in regenerating
sinners, is to make them willing to do that
which they were really able to do before:—

“ As God requires men to make {o themsclves a
new heart, on pain of eternal death, it is the strongest
possible evidence that they are ableto doit. . . . ..
The reason why God cannot sin, is not because he is
naturally unable to sin, nor because selfishness in him
would not be sin. But it is said he cannot sin, be-
cause he is voluntarily holy, infinitely disposed not
to sin. . ... A change of heart, then, consists in
changing the controlling preference of the mind in
regard to the end of pursait.”*

It is going altogether beyond the amalogy in the
case, to assert that there is in regeneration the in-
jection, infusion, or implantation, or creation of a
new principle of spiritual life.”’} :

“The Bible knows no mstantaneous regenera-
tion.”§

* Finney. t Duffield. i { Dr. Gilbert.
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5. The Hopkinsians teach, that, ¢ in regene-
ration, conversion and sanctification, the Holy
Spirit operates by his power zmmedoatcly, and
without means, upon the heart.”’*

¢ Men are not regenerated by llght or the word of

God.” !

6. New school divines teach that it is ef:
fected « by the influence of truth presented to
the mind, and in no other way.”$ '

In regeneration ¢ the sinner is as active as in any
subsequent act of obedience.”}

.4 The part which the Holy Spirit performs in the
work, is, to present truth powerfully before the mind
in the form of motiyes, like an advocate arguing a
cause before a jury; or as one man influences end
persuades another in the common affairs of life; though
with infinitely greater skill and force than can be em-
ployed by any human agent. His attention is thus
arrested—he resolves in his mind the points at issue
—and at length being convinced where his true inte-
rest lies, he is prevailed upon by the moral suasion of
the Spirit, to change the governing purpose or pre-
ference of his mind, and to choose God as his Supreme
portion.”||

e Emmons, Vol. 2. p. 33.  Strong, pp. 120, 173
t Hop. Vol. 1. p. 536. } Gilbert.
§ Emmons, p.337. || Old and New Theology, p.]73.
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These authorities could be greatly extended,
were it judged necessary.

7. A recent writer, however, goes beyond
any of his predecessors in the denial of the
instrumentality of the word in regenera-
tion:—

¢ It can and should be understood by us how the
word operates as an instrument in renewing the soul.
« « » « A great and supernatural change is -effected
prior to the operation of the word. . . The word
does not operate upon the soul in the very act of re-
generation. . . . . If the word operate, the soul must
act. It is impossible, we apprehend, to conceive of
any instrumental efficiency in the word, without sup-
posing a corresponding activity in the soul. . . .. A
second act necessarily supposes & first, and because
the object must be apprehended by the faculty, it re-
quires that the faculty itself be rightly disposed ante-
cedently to the reception of it. . . . . The word is
- instrumental in the production of the creature viewed
as in a state of perfect formation, which is not the
case until it has seen the light, and put forth incipient
acts. . . . . The connexion between the word and
regeneration, is not that connexion which thete is
between an instrumental cause and its effect, but a
connexion of inatitution. . . . . The doctrine of the
instrumentality of the word strengthens Pelagianism.

2*
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. .« . James i. 18, says nothing about a new heart,
it only has the appearance of being on the subject.”*

The sctiptures “do not teach the doctrine of -the
instrumentality of the word in regeneration.” There
is no adaptation in the word to operate instrumentally
upon the soul, nor any adaptation in the faculties of
the soul to be operated upon by the word, in the hand
of the Spirit. Regeneration is not the effect of the
" operation of the word in the hand of the Spirit:—Be-
cause, 1. The soul is dead in sins: 2. Regeneration
is called a creation: 3. It is effected by the direct
and immediate influence of the Spirit.t )

II. In these conflicting sentiments, all
equally contrary to the testimony of revealed
truth, may be readily traced the following
errors, either expressed or necessarily im-
plied:— '

1. The depravity of man is not total.

2. Depravity-is limited to the understand~
ing.

3. Depravity is limited to the will.

4. Regeneration is merely a change of pur-
pose, or choice of the will. -

* Religious Monitor, Vol. 18, Numbers for July and
December 1841; also, Evangelical Repository, Vol. 1.
Number for September, 1842.

t Evangelical Repository, Vol. 1. Number for Sepum-
ber, 1842,
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5. No spiritual life is infused; no new moral
power communicated.

6. It is effected by the influence of truth,
and in no other way.

7. It is effected without any means what-
ever.

8. God’s command to sinners to make to
themselves a new heart, proves their ablllty
to obey.

9. If the Holy Spirit employ « the ‘word of
truth” in regeneration, it proves the sinner’s
ability to make a right use of the word. «1f
the word operate, the soul must act.”

10. Regeneration is not an instantaneous
act. v

III. Such, then, are the legitimate fruits of
human depravity. These prevalent errors,
pernicious, as they are plausible to the biassed
reasonings of the natural man, are perfectly
congenial to that alienation of mind from Ged,
that leads men to prefer «the words which
man’s wisdom teaches,” to ¢« the words which
the Holy Ghost teaches.”” Consequently, they
are the result, not of the Spmt’s dictation, but
of a human philosophy. «In Mr: Finney’s
two sermons, on the duty of sinners to change
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their own hearts, he usesthe words philosophy,
philosophical, unphilosophical, &ec., at least
fourteen times. He tells us about ¢ the philo-
sophy of conversion,’ ¢the philosophy of self-
examination,” and ¢the philosophy of special
efforts to promote revivals of religion.’ Every
step in the change is brought to the test of
philosophy; and the failure of the sinner to
submit to God, is ascribed in one instance to
his not understanding the philosophy of the
process.””* In like manner, those who deny
the instrumentality of the word in regenera-
tion, are philosophers. One is afraid of “rea-
soning in a circle ;”> another is unable to make
the doctrine square with his philosophy. He
cannot understand how the word operates.
This should be understood; and if it cannot be
understood, it should not be believed. Thus
men are too philosophical to believe myste-
ries.

Those who deny the infusion of spiritual
life in regeneration by the immediate action of
divine power, unwittingly adopt the religion
of nature, which is seen in the lives of the
mass of mankind; but more strikingly exhi-

'

* Old and New Theology, p. 224.
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bited through those horrid superstitions, which

form the constituent elements of Popery and

Paganism. The tendency of this denial is

towards the Atheism of the materialist, which

excludes the power of God, not only from the

sustentation and government, but also from the

creation of the world. But, on the other hand,

a denial of the instrumentality of the word in.

the production of this great change, is one step
towards that independency of Deism, which -
rejects the means of grace. Its advocates are

unconsciously rushing: into an alliance with

those sons of pride who form an imaginary

God, to whom they dictate the laws by which

he shall govern his creatures.



CHAPTER 1L
THE STATE OF THE QUESTION,

I. Depravity is the source of that radieal
€rror,—THE ABILITY OF THE NATURAL MAN’S
wiLL,—from which the false and clashing sen-
timents quoted in the preceding chapter shoot
up spontaneously. But this error appears to
be fostered in the church, by the want of a due
consideration of the difference between the pre-
sent and primilive state of man; applying to his
fallen ‘state arguments which are applicable
only to a state of innocence. It is this, which
not only clothes error in its plausible garb, but
also gives it such amazing success in the world.
In his primitive state man was perfectly righ-
teous and holy: ¢ Lo, this only have I found,
that God hath made man upright.”” Eccles. vii.
29. He had a perfect knowledge of the divine
will respecting himself; for the law of God was
written upon his heart, Rom. ii. 15. He was
able to obey all that the law required; for he
was created in the image of God, Gen. i. 27.
Thus he was fully capable of the knowledge,
love, service, and enjoyment of God his Maker.
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From this holy and blessed state he fell by
transgression: « He hath sought out many in-
ventions,”” Eccles. vii. 29. His fall brought
him intb a state of guilt and wretchedness from
which he has no more power to deliver him-
self, than the homicide has power to call into
life the victim of his unbridled passion. ¢ For
by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin, and so death passed upon all men;
for that all have sinned,” Rom. v, 12. How
deplorable then is the present state of the hu-
man race! How great the delusion of those
who so inconsiderately apply facts and reason-
ing to LosT man which can only be predicated
-of man in his primitive state! For although
the fall did, indeed, change man’s relation to
his Maker, it did not and could not change
either the character of God or the claims of his
law, which always did and always must re-
quire men to “ Love God with all their heart,
and soul, and mind and strength, and their
neighbour as themselves.”” A contrary sup-
position implies that God is mutable, and will
.permit the creature to abrogate his law.
II. But it is maintained by our opponents,
that man, in his fallen state, possesses natural
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ability of will to comply with the requirements
of the divine law. Consequently, that regene-
ration can be nothing more than a % change of
the governing purpose or preference of the
mind, which is effected by the presentation of
motives drawn from the word.”” The ortho-
dox maintain, that, “although the natural power
of understanding and willing remains always
in it, (the mind,) nevertheless, the moral habit,
or disposition of judging and willing rightly,
has been so destroyed, that it can no longer be
moved to the upright exercise of itself by the
. “presentation (appulsum) of the object, as was
the case in the natural order and instituted
state of man, unless the faculty be first re-
‘newed.”* Hence they hold, that a supernaturalt
change must pass upon all the faculties of the
soul, equivalent to a new creation, or resurrec-
tion from the dead : that such a change is neces-

* Licet semper in ea [anima] remanserit potentia na-
turalis intelligendi €t volendi; habitus tamen seu disposi-
tio moralis bene judicandi et volendi ita intercederit; ut
non possit amplius moveri ad rectum sui exercitum per
appulsum objecti; ut fieri solebat in ordine naturali, et
statu hominis institutio, nisi facultas ipsa prins renovetur.
—Turretine, Tom. 1L, p. 574.

t-Not inconsistent with the natural faculties, but above
their ability. ’
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sary, because, in respect to the right perform-
ance, from right motives, of any duty towards
God, or men, the depravity of soul in the na-
tural man is ToTAL.

III. A few out of the many passages of scrip-
ture, that might be adduced to prove this total
depravity of natural men,and the radical change
which is effected 'in regeneration, by the Al-
mighty power of the Holy Spirit, are here
selected as the basis of the present discussion.

1. In respect to the understanding. “The na-
tural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit
of God; for they are foolishness unto him: nei-
ther can he know them, because they are spiri-
tually discerned,”” 1 Cor.ii. 14. “Thereisnone
that understandeth,”” Rom.iii. 11. "“Having the
understanding darkened,’”” Eph. iv.18. «They
have no knowledge that set up the wood of
their graven images,” Isaiah xlv. 20. «To do
good they have no knowledge,” Jer. iv. 22.
«Ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye
light in the Lord,” Eph. v.8. «The eyes of
your understanding being enlightened,” Eph. i.
18. «Then opened he their understanding,”
Luke xxiv.45. «“Whose heart the Lord opened,”
Acts xvi. 14, «Renewed in knowledge,”” Col.

3
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iii. 10. «For God, who commanded the light to
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts,
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ,’’ 2 Cay. iv. 6.

2. In respect to the will. “They say unto
God, Depart from us; for we desire not the
knowledge of thy ways,” Job xxi. 14, «We
will not have this man ta reign over us,” Luke
xix. 14. “Ye will not come to me, that ye
might have life,”” John v. 40. «Thy people
shall be willing in the day of thy power,’””
Psalm cx. 3.

3. In respect to the affections. « How long
will ye hate knowledge?”’ Prov. i. 22. «I
have loved strangers, and after them will I go,”
Jer. ii. 25. ¢ They have loved to wander,”
Jer. xiv. 10. “Sensual,”” Jude 19. ¢ Earthly,
sensual, devilish,” James iii. 15. « Herein is
love, Nor that we loved God,” &c., 1 John iv.
10.

4. Inrespect to the conscience. «Even their
conscience is defiled,”” Tit. i. 15. ¢« Having
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience,”
Heb. x. 22.

5. In regard to the desperate wickedness,
yea, total depravily, of the whale soul, in all its
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faculties and operations. “The carnal mind
is enmity against God; for it is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can be,” Rom.
viii. 7. “Every imagination of the thoughts
of the heart is only evil continually,” Gen. vi,
5. «The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked,” Jer. xvii. 9. “The
whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.
From the sole of the foot even unto the head,
there i$ no soundness in it,” Is. i. 5, 6,

6. In reference to the natural man’s inabi-
lity. Although necessarily to be inferred from
the forecited passages, still it is also taught in
the most explicit language. “Can the Ethi-
opian change his skin, or the leopard his spots?
then may ye also do good, that are accustomed
to do evil,” Jer. xiii. 23, “You hath he
quickened, who were dead in trespasses and
sing,”’ Eph. ii. 1. “No man can come to me,
except the Father, which hath sent me, draw
him,” John vi. 44. % A corrupt tree cannot bring
forth good fruit,”” Mat. vii. 18, © «The hour is
coming, and Now 1s, when the dead shall hear
the voice of the Son of God,”’ John v, 25.
These, and many similar scriptures, illustrate
and give pungency to the words of our Lord:—
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¢« Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts
of your father ye will do,”” John viii. 44.

7. The same truth is still farther confirmed,
by a consideration of those passages of scrip-
ture in which God declares the work of chang-
ing a sinner’s heart to be his own prerogative,
¢ The Lord thy God will circumcise thine
heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the
Lord thy God, with all thine heart, and with
all thy soul, that thou mayest live for ever,”
Deut. xxx. 6. “Then will I sprinkle clean
water upon you, and ye shall be clean; from
all your filthiness, and from all your idols will
I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give
you, and a new spirit will I put within you;
1 will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh.
And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause
you to walk in my statutes,” Ezek. xxxvi. 25—
27. “1 will put my law in their inward parts,
and write it in their hearts,” Jer. xxxi. 33,
Hence the declaration of our Lord, (Matt. xv.
13,) “Every plant which my heavenly Father
hath not planted, shall be rooted up.”’

Do these solemn declarations of the Holy
Ghost mean only the natural man’s own
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change of purpose? Do they mean no more
than that God will assist and succeed his en-
deavours? Do they imply ability of will
commensurate with the divine command,—
¢“Make you a new heart?”” Surely, no candid
person, solicitous for his own eternal welfare,
will maintain the affirmative to any of these
questions.

IV. The whole human race are justly charge-
able with self-destruction. ¢«Q Israel, thou
hast destroyed thyself,” Hosea xiii. 9. Man
has lifted his hand against his own life. Death
entered the world by the sin of man, Rom,
v. 12. He s the author of his own misery. In
this respect he differs from all the other crea-
tures of God, excepting only the devils. “Ye
are of your father the devil.” Nor is it pos-
sible for men to throw the responsibility of
their guilt, either upon the secret providence
of God, or the instrumentality of others. “The
wicked is snared in the work of his own
hands,” Ps. ix. 16. Some of this lost race, God
in mercy and wisdom determined to save; to
remove their guilt through the satisfaction of
a surety; and to renew their nature by his

3*
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power. In referente to the FIRST exercise of
Almighty power in accomplishing this reno-
vation of nature, the present inquiry has been
instituted.

V. It is necessary, in a subject like this, to
define as accurately as possible such terms as
are liable to misapprehension. By ¢ faculty
is intended an inherent mental power, essential
to the being and identity of the soul. By the
phrase “new moral nature,” the principle of the
new birth is intended, in opposition to the Pela-
gian “change of purpose,’”” and by way of dis-
tinction from the exercises of the renewed soul.
Consequently it will be seen that by ¢ new
moral nature” is intended subjection, or con-
formity to the divine law, together with the ca.
pacity for active, and sincere, though it may be
still far from perfect obedience to that law. It
is used interchangeably with “spiritual life,”
to prevent the too frequent recurrence of the
same phrase. The carnal mind of the natural
man is not subject to the divine law, (Rom. viii.
7,) “neither indeed can be.” But the mind
of the renewed man is in a state, both of pas-
sive and active subjection to the law, which
implies a new moral nature and capacity.
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“The term “capacity,”” which is sometimes used
by sound writers, is intended, when applied to
“the new-born soul, to express the kind and de-
gree of its ability to act. But when applied to
the soul previously to, and 1~ the regenerating
act, it denotes passive power, or simple suitable-
ness. There wasa passive power,or suitableness
in the meal, in which the woman hid the leaven,
to be made active by that leaven. There is a
suitableness in the seed of certain plants, and
in the earth, for the production of vegetable
life, though both seed and earth should be fro-
:zen, and lie buried deep, beneath snow and
ice. But it requires heat and moisture to
produce that life. So it requires the action of
‘the Spirit, both upon the soul, and upon the
word, to produce spiritual life. But this figure
‘would mislead us, if taken without limitation.
For, although there is a native tendency in the
word to regenerate, as in the seed to grow; yet
there is no such tendency in the soul. Its in-
fluence is deadly upon all external means, when
unaccompanied with a divine power. “Our
Saviour, in the parable of the sower, does not
explain the means by which the ground is
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‘made good—this he has done in other places;
but speaks of the effect of the seed, when fall-
ing where it is already good—in distinction
from its unprofitableness, when uniting with
the way-side, and the stony and thorny soil.”*
Consequently the words adaptation or suitable-
ness have been selected to express the passive
power of the soul to be operated upon by the
word and Spirit of God, as less liable to mis-
apprehension than the word “capable.” Be-
cause it is apprehended this capability of the
soul to be acted upon, in its natural state, of
which orthodox writers speak, denotes nothing
more than the simple adaptation or suitable-
ness of its nature, as a rational creature and
moral agent, to be the subject of the regene-
rating act. '

The terms physical and hyper-physical, when
applied to the change effected in regenera-
tion, are exceedingly indefinite. If by phy-
sical, any change in the substance of the
mental faculties be intended, then the term
is to be rejected.  If nothing more be intended
than a change of the moral qualities of the soul,
and of the ezercise of its faculties, then we have

* Jay’s Evening Exercises, p. 311.
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nothing to objeet against retaining the word.
The cause of truth, however, would suffer no-
thing from the loss of a word, which must ne-
cessarily lead the mind into error, or be under-
stood in a sense different from its primary sig-
nification, which implies some change in a ma-
iteria] substance. So,in regard to the term hyper-
_physical, if it be understood to express a change
‘which violates the substance of the soul, or
‘which in’any way coerces the operation of its
faculties, it is to be rejected. . But if it be used
-to express the communication of a new exercise
-of mental power, (produced by the infusion of
.spiritual life into the soul,) which is above, but
:not conirary to the nature of the faculties; or if
it be used to express a moral change contrary
4o the natural man, it should be retained. In
-this sense it is.correct. Sound writers, so far
;a8 they have attached any definite meaning to
-these terms, evidently use them in the sense
here explained. Any other signification would
imply a charge against them of self-contra-
-diction, ‘
. VI. Regeneration, then, neither confers any
‘new, nor destroys any of the old faculties.
- If by physieal regeneration is meant a me-
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chanical change in' the substance of the soul,
it forms no part of the old theology.”* It
rectifies the faculties; removes that moral tur-
pitude, which paralyzed their right exercise, as
effectually as though they had been annihilated.
1t is in vain then to plead for human ability
by saying, ¢ Not' one of the powers of the
mind, which constituted ability before the fall,
have been obliterated by that event.”” For it
was not only « the powers of the mind,” which
constituted ability before the fall, but also the
‘moral character of those powers. Guilt extin-
guished the spiritual life, and introduced pol-
lution. The impenetrable film of sin spread it-
self ‘over the intellectual eye, rendering it in-
capable of discerning spiritual objeets; while
the filth of sin paralyzed all right moral exer-
eises of the soul. Hence, it is not only, in re-
spect to the guilt, but also in respect to the
pollution of sin, that men have destroyed them-
selves: « O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself.”
Hosea xiii. 9. It would be no less unreason-
‘able Lo look for the exercise of animal life, in
the dead body of the suicide, than to suppose

* Old and New Theology, p. 187,
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the natural man can make himself a new heart,
merely because all his original powers of mind
still remain. It is, also, equally vain to plead,
that the commands of God imply commen-
surate ability in the natural man to obey. The
assertion, that, “as God requires men to make
to themselves a new heart, on pain of eternal
death, it is the strongest possible evidence that
they are able to do it,”” produces an involuntary
shudder in the pious mind. It is the offspring
of the father of all error; the impudent avowal
of brazen-faced infidelity ; and a most lament-
able evidence of that inability which it so con-
fidently denies. “ The most that can be judged
of commands and exhortations, in scripture, is
this: They are representations of our duty, not
of our strength; declarative of God’s authority
and right of dominion, and not of our power
or ability. A command respects us as crea-
tures: whether upright or fallen, it is equally
obligatory on us. God hath the same claim to
worship from us, and the same dominion over
us, since, as before the fall.”* This doctrine,
then, that ability must be commensurate with

¢ Lime Street Lecture, p. 318.



36 REGENERATION.

the command of God, is applicable only to a
state of innocence. In our present fallen state,
it leads to the dreadful conclusion, that the
creature has power to abolish the law of the
Creator, and escape from his subjection to the
divine government by transgression.

VII. Regeneration is not the coercion of the
will.  The choice of the will is both free and
necessary: free from the impulsion of external
agents; but necessary from its own nature. By
a divine constitution every creature necessarily.
acts according to its nature, when not under re-
straint. Freedom of, will in God consists, 1.
In the power of decreeing to act, or not to act.
2. In the choice of some one course of pro-
cedure out of every possible variety that can
come within the scope of infinite wisdom and
Almighty power; provided always, that the-
particular course of procedure ehosen, be con~
sistent with the divine nature. (God cannot.
deny his own essence—cannot eommand his
creatures to have some other god before him..
Here then is both freedom and necessity of
will delightfully harmonizing; holding sweet.
concert in the being and operations of God.
So with the soul of man. lts power of choice:
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is free ; but controlled by its own nature and
relations in the scale of being. In its fallen
state it may incline to the choice of endless
absurdities, to create a world, or eonvert itself
into a brute. But its efficient choice of will is
limited to things congruous to its nature, and
within the compass of its power. In both
these respects, the new birth lies far beyond
the reach of a carnal mind. 1 Cor. ii.14. «The
moral disposition of the soul, as it respects
both the will and understanding, has a govern-
ing influence upon the will in its moral actings;
in all those actings which respect the supreme
Lawgiver and his law, as to matters of sin and
duty. The moral disposition lies not prima-
rily in the understanding or in the will, con-
sidered as powers of the soul; far less does it
lie in any exercise of these powers. But it
is an ingrained quality of the soul itself, lying
at the root of these powers in their exerecise.
And it is evident, that, according to what is
the prevailing moral disposition of the soul,
accordingly must be the moral actings of the
will. According to what sort of a heart a man
has, accordingly must be the exercise of his
heart and the tenour of his behaviour,—in mat-

4



38 REGENERATION.

ters of moral good and evil. It was to this
purpose that our Lord said—¢ Do men gather
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so
every good tree bringeth forth good fruit, but
a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good
tree cannot bring forth evil fruit; neither can
a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.”  Matt.
vii, 16—18.”* .

VIIL. Regeneration is not, then, the result
of the natural man’s choice. His choice of
God is the effect of the Spirit’s regenerating
act. “Iam found of them that sought me
not.”> Isaiah Ixv. 1. Consequently his choice
of God is both free and necessary. «Simply
to will, belongs to man; to will what is evil, to
corrupt nature; to will what is good, to grace.”
Again; this doctrine “offends those, who know
not how to distinguish between necessity and
compulsion. . . . .There is such a close connexion
between the goodness of God and his divinity,
that his deity is not more necessary than
his goodness. . . . . .Therefore if a necessity of
doing well impairs not the liberty of the divine
will in doing well; if the devil, who cannot

* Gib's Contemplations, p. 353. '
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but do evil, nevertheless sins voluntarily; who
then will assert that man sins less voluntarily,
because he is under a necessity of sinning?
By means of liberty it came to pass that man
fell into sin; but now the penal depravity con-
sequent upon sin has also introduced a neces-
sity of sinning in conjunction with this liber-
ty.””* So with the regenerate, their new na-
ture imposes upon them a necessity to choose
holiness instead of sin, and yet their choice is
most free. 1 John iii. 9,

The Arminians constantly maintain, that
freedom of will, not only from the coaction of
other agents, but also from this necessity of
nature, is absolutely requisite to constitute
either merit or demerit in human actions. And
yet Dr. Whitby,while he strenuously advocates
this doctrine, inconsistently enough with him-
self, admits, « that God is necessarily holy, and
his will necessarily determined to that which is
good.” But new school theologians have far
out-run their Arminian brethren in the down-
ward road of infidelity, and carried out this
doctrine of free-will to its legitimate, but

* Calvin’s Inetitutes, B.2. C. 3. 8.5.
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blasphemous results. «Now the reason why
God cannot sin, is not because he is naturally
unable to sin. . . . . Butit is said he cannot
sin, because he is voluntarily holy, infinitely
disposed not to sin.”* That inscrutable
Being, the Lord our God; whose name is
¢“holy and reverend;” who is “glorious in
holiness,” or, whose glory is his holiness; who
has declared in reference to his necessary, but
ineffable existence, I Am THAT I AM,—and also
employed the same language in reference to
his holiness,—I aM HoLY,—according to Ober-
lin Theology, is in his own nature neither sin-
ful nor holy! He has power to sin! His holi-
ness is merely the result of sovereignty! There
is no merit in possessing a holy nature! Yea,
the possession of a holy nature destroys merit!
Verily, these men have become exceedingly
bold. ¢ They set their mouth against the hea-

vens,” Psalm Ixxiii. 9; ¢ understanding neither

what they say, nor whereof they affirm.,” 1
Tim.i. 7. Notcontentwith the moraldesolation
that reigns in the track of their erratic course,
they have at length blasphemously ascribed to

* Oberlin Evangelist, Sept. 14, 1842,
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God, the fancied moral character of their con-
verts. « Thou thoughtest I was altogether such
a one as thyself, and did approve thy sin.”
Psalm 1. 21.

Intelligent Arminians have not proceeded
the full length of their principles. Consist-
ency, however, would bring them down to the
level of Finneyism. Hence says Edwards,—
«Jt were to be wished, that Doctor Whitby
and other divines of the same sort had ex-
plained themselves, when they have asserted,
that that which is necessary, is not deserving
of praise; at the same time that they have
owned God’s perfection to be necessary, and
so in effect representing God as not deserving
praise. Certainly, if their words have any
meaning at all, by praise, they must mean
the exercise or testimony of esteem, respect,
or honourable regard. And will they then
say, that men are worthy of that esteem, re-
spect, and honour for their virtue, small and
imperfect as it is, which yet God is not worthy
of, for his infinite righteousness, holiness and
goodness? If so, it must be because of some
sort of peculiar excellency in the virtuous man,
which is his prerogative, wherein he really has

4*
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the preference; some dignity, that is entirely
distinguished from any excellency or amiable-
ness in God; not in dependence, but in pre-
eminence; which, therefore, he does not re-
ceive from God, nor is God the fountain or
pattern of it; nor can God, in that respect,
stand in competition with him, as the object of
honour and regard; but man may claim a pe-
culiar esteem, commendation and glory, to
which God can have no pretension.”*

IX. Regeneration is not the result of the na-
tural man’s improvement of sufficient grace.
Sufficient grace is regeneration. 1f sufficient
grace, to make a right use of the means of grace,
were given to all men, then all would be saved.
For the abuse and right use of means, is one pe-
culiar mark of difference which distinguishes
the regenerate from natural men. It should,
however, be observed here, that God manifests
many special. favours to those who enjoy the
means of grace, which elevates their condition
above that of the heathen, and increases their
responsibility. But such persons, continuing
in their natural state, may also enjoy many

* Edwards’ Works, Vol. 2. p.134.
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gifis of the Spirit, and yet perish. They may
be enlightened in the knowledge of the truth,
as a science, by the same means that men be-
come enlightened in law, medicine, or the pro-
perties of natural things; and this knowledge
may be so far operative, as to produce an ex-
ternal reformation. Their gifts, may, like Ba-
laam’s, be brilliant; their office, like Ahab’s
and Judas’, high; their profession orthodox;
the form of their worship scriptural; and their
works, as to the matter of them, good; yet
such persons may be, and are lost. If they
shall fall away, it is impossible to renew them
to repentance. “For if after they have escaped
the pollutions of the world, through the know-
ledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
they are again entangled therein and overcome,
the latter end is worse with them than the be-
ginning. For it had been better for them not
to have known the way of righteousness, than,
after they have known it,to turn from the holy
commandment delivered unto them.” 2 Pet. ii.
20, 21. “They profess that they know God;
but in works they deny him, being abominable,
and disobedient, and unto every good work
reprobate.” Tit.i. 16. In such persons, mere
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legal convictions may, and sometimes do, rise
higher than in the regenerate. The soul may’
become frantic under the terrors of the Al-
mighty, and rush, by a suicidal hand, into the
full measure of that divine wrath, the mere pre-
ludes of which had become intolerable.. But
ithe knowledge which the regenerate have of
God, differs, not only in degree, but in its own
nature, from any thing that can be found in na-
tural men. For, whatever may be the degree
of the divine favour, manifested to natural men,
in the way of means and common gifts; or,
whatever may be the degree of their attain-
ments, none of these things are such prepara-
tions for regeneration as necessarily secure the
end. Yet they are necessary antecedents, by
a divine constitution. A competent knowledge
of the scriptures is an indispensable preparation
for the exercise of the ministerial office, but not
such a preparation as necessarily procures the
possession of the office. The law operates upon
the natural” conscience, before it is purged.
Some concern for salvation is produced in the
soul, before it is saved; enough, at least, to lead
to a diligent attendance upon the means, like
the impotent man at the pool of Siloam. For
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Lydia heard, before the Lord opened her heart,
“that she attended unto the things spoken by
Paul.”” It is in the sense here explained that
sound writers call these things «preparations”
for regeneration.

X. Regeneration is not the Spirit’s assistance
of the soul, enabling it to bring its own latent
principles into activity, which «before lay tor-
pid, like some animals in winter;”’* but the re-
newal or restoration of its faculties to their pri-
mitive state. The moral principles of the soul
in its depraved state, being opposite to the prin-
ciples of the new birth, the more the faculties
are brought into activity about holy things, the
more diabolical will be the motives of its con-
duct. The foree of divine truth operating upon
a natural conscience, may, and does effect an
external reformation, which leads men to do
many things good in themselves, and useful to
men: may restrain them from many outward
transgressions of the divine law, which, if per-
petrated, would injure both themselves and
others. Thus they secure that “friendship of
the world which is enmity with God.” James,

* Charnock.
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iv. 4. They rise in dignity far above the openly
profligate; who fail to secure the poor favour
of this world. For «it is not in folly, not to
scorn a fool,”” so egregious as to cheat himself
out of both the present and future life. But the
impelling cause of their activity is directly op-
posite to that of the regenerate. They seek ho-
nour one of another, and not that honour which
cometh from God only; therefore it is impossi-
ble for them to believe in a crucified Redeemer;
to deny themselves; and bear the offence of his
cross, by means of which the regenerate are
crucified to the world and the world to them.
However beautiful such persons may appear in
the estimation of a misjudging world, they have
nothing IN THE SoUL, that bears the shadow of
resemblance to the inward purity of such as.
have been born again. Theirs is the religion
of nature: their natural principles are invigo-
rated and fortified by a counterfeit holiness;
and they live securely in sin: “Wo unto you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are ag
graves which appear not, and the men that walk
over them are not aware of them.”” Luke xi. 44.
So, then, assistance can only make the lion and
the bear more ferocious. It is on this principle
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that the gospel becomes emphatically the savour
of death to the wicked. Hence, it follows, ir-
resistibly, that the sinner can do nothing effi-
ciently towards the production of this change,
The more he struggles to extricate himself the
deeper will he plunge himself in the mire of his
own filth, “No man can come to me, except the
Father, which hath sent me, draw him.” The
truth of this must be admitted, unless it should
be maintained thatsinisasuitable preparation for
holiness; for¢whatsoever is not of faith is sin.””
“Ye are of your father the devil, and the works
of your father ye will do.”” John viii. 44, «In
opposition to all the modifications of error,upon
this subject, we affirm, that conversion is ef-
fected by the Almighty grace of God; that
man does not concur in it; he is in the first in-
stance passive, and his concurrence is the con-
sequence of supernatural power communicated
to him.”* How great then is the error of those
who exhort poor sinners to engage in some
work of their own, preparatory to their coming
to Christ! What can they do? What are
they required.to do? Christ came to save lost
sinners. They arelost. As lost sinners, then,

* Dick’s Theology, vol. 2, p. 150.
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they must come to him who is the Saviour of
such, simply in the observance of those means
which he has appointed, and which he makes
effectual in the case of all who thus come.

XI. The true doctrine of regeneration neither
waives, nor abrogates the divine law; but the
doctrines of free will, sufficient grace, and hu-
man ability do both: for they suppose that
God surrenders his claims of dominion, and
gives a legal sanction to transgression. «There
are only two ways in which God’s moral do-
minion over rational creatures can be supported,
or exist; in their obedience to the precepts of
his law, or in their subjection to its penalties.
And it is only in this last way, thdt his moral
dominion can be exercised over sinful men as
such.”* The law always demanded a holy na-
ture; and must for ever continue to make the
same requisition, For, “the word of the Lord
endureth for ever.” 1 Pet. i. 25. ¢Heaven
and earth shall pass away, but my words shall
not pass away.” Mark xiii. 31. It isnot true,
then, that the ability of fallen men is commen-
surate with the claims of law. It is not true,

* Gib's Contemplations, p. 319.
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that this doctrine has been, and is, the received
doctrine of the vaiversal orthodox church.”
Those who make this assertion are found false
witnesses in a matter which concerns the glory
of God, and the eternal welfare of our fallen
race. They handle the word of God deceit-
fully. From such presumption, may the Lord

_ in mercy preserve all who profess to be the
spiritual guides of men, and deliver his own
people from these fearful delusions. «For,”
says the Saviour, “every plant which my hea-
venly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted
up.”” Mat. xv. 13.

XII Regeneration is not simply giving a dif-
ferent direction to the natural man’s mental exer-
cises, This doctrine confounds all distinction
between the moral character,and conduct of the
righteous and the wicked. It does,indeed,admit
a change of acts, but no change of the principles
of acting, It draws the acts of both righteous
and wicked from the same source, namely, cor-
rupt nature. In the natural man, it is corrupt
nature flowing in its natural channel; in the re-
generate, it is the same stream flowing in a dif-
ferent direction. According to this theory, a
converted man differs nothing in character from

5
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the unconverted. He is still a child of Satan,
only acting out of character. It will not do for
Pelagians to evade this conclusion, by denying
that natural men are the children of Satan. For
such a denial contradicts the explicit langnage
of scripture, and does away with the necessity
of regeneration. It renders nugatory the words
of our Lord: «Verily, verily, 1 say unto you,
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God.”” «The old theology makes
regeneration a radical change—a change in the
disposition and temper of the sinner, as well as
in his acts. The new regardsit as merely giving
a different direction to our . ... . . [mental exer-
cises;] . . . .. but appears to make little or no
difference between the principles of aetion, in
converted and unconverted men.”*

XIII. But modern theology does not stopeven
here. It spreads its poisonous roots through
the whole system., It promulgates another
gospel, which, indeed, is no gospel. The co-
venant made with Adam—the imputation of
his first sin to his posterity—the covenant of
grace made with our Lord Jesus Churist, as the

* Old and New Theology, p. 220
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surety of an elect people—the atonement—the
imputation of Christ’s righteousness tobelievers
—efficacious grace—the nature of justification
—of sin—of holiness, have all fallen before its
terrifie approach. They have left to lost men
nothing, on which to build their hopes of hea-
ven. The wildest enthusiasm reigns predomi-
nant over a perishing world. They have robbed
society of its strong bulwarks. Both civil and
religious rights are deprived even of the dry
morality of Deism. For it can, and should be,
muintained that the present almost universal
eorraption of morals, is to be traced chiefly to
the great prevalence of this new system of
theology. For if God may not execute his own
law, surely men may not. If it is unjust in
God to punish transgression, it is more so in
men. Hence, the strong arm of the law falls
powerless before the impetuous progress of ig-
norance, prejudice, malignity, and passion: the
riotous mob overawe the ministers of justice:
defenceless, but unoffending men are beaten
in the streets, till the wronged spirit takes its
flight from the mangled body, that it may re-
turn to God who gave it: temples consecrated
to science, and liberty, and religion, are burnt
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to ashes: the father takes the lifeof the daughter,
-and the assassin, without provocation, plunges
his dagger into the heart of the peaceable un-
suspecting citizen. These things are done with
impunity, in the face of the sun; while the cul-
prits, though known, escape the indignation
of outraged humanity, and the penalty of vio-
lated law. The application of law inflicts in-
jury upon the criminal; therefore it is regarded
as cruel and unjust to punish the wicked. Thus,
the land is polluted with innocent blood. But
who does not see, in this state of society, the
effect of a system of religious belief, which
abolishes the claims of the divine law. If any
are so blind, that they cannot see this, all rea-
soning would be lost upon them. No human
being can, indeed, know to what extent effica-
cious grace may penetrate these labyrinths of
error, through the silent operation of the Bi-
ble. But this we do know; the public teachers
of these errors are putting forth their energies
to dishonour the gospel, and deprive the world
of its unspeakable blessings, so far as their in-
fluence can reach, and be felt. And as we have
no power to extricate them from their unhappy
delusions, let us daily bear their case on our
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spirits, at a throne of grace, and take diligent
heed to the unerring word of truth, that we be
not drawn into the same snare.

CHAPTER III

REGENERATION DEFINED.

I. It remains to be proved that regeneration
is the infusion of divine light, and spiritual life,
into the souls of men. And it is refreshing to
turn from the repulsive and destructive doc-
trihes that have been considered, that we may
listen to the instructions of God’s holy word.
“We are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works.”” Eph. ii. 10. “There-
fore if any man be in Christ Jesus, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new.”” 2 Cor. v. 17.
«Forin Christ Jesus neither circumcision avail-
eth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new
creature.’” Gal. vi. 15, “Therefore be ye glad
and rejoice for ever in that which I create.”
Isa. Ixv. 18.

II. No certain knowledge of this great and

5"
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mysterious changecan be derived from the term
regeneration. It is used twice only in the sa-
cred writings. In the first instance, (Mat. xix.
28,) its application is not very obvious; at least,
commentators have generally satisfied them-
selves with conjectures; while all admit that it
denotes the restoration or renewal of something
which had been lost. If it be referred in this
place, either to our Lord’s personal ministry,
or the affusion of the Spirit on the day of Pen-
tecost, or the erection of the New Testament
church, or the new birth of the disciples, as it
undoubtedly must be to some one or all of these
things, then it denotes not only a restoration of
that which had been lost, but also the restoration
of the lost good in a more excellent and glorious
manner. In the second instance, (Tit. iii. 5,)
it is generally,and,so far as known, universally
regarded as expressing the application of re-
demption in all its parts by the Almighty power
of the Holy Spirit: “Not by works of right-
eousness which we have done, but according to
his mercy he saved us, by the washing of rE-
GENERATION and RENEWING of the Holy
Ghost; which he shed on us abundantly,
through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that, being
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justified by his grace, we should be made heirs
according to the hope of eternal life.”

I1L. If any distinction be made between the
import of the terms ¢ regeneration ’> and ¢ re-
newing,” in the passage, (Tit. iii. 5,) which,
in modern language, are synonymous, then
the former may refer to the infusion of spi-
ritual life; the latter to the Spirit’s work, giving
activity to that life; or, the former to the new
birth, strictly speaking; the latter to the con-
tinued renewal of the decayed exercises of
grace. Be this, however, as it may, the whole
passage clearly teaches, that it is the office of the
Holy Ghost, in the economy of the covenant, to
begin and consummate the work of grace upon
the souls of such as are saved. Orthodox wri-
ters frequently use the termregeneration in this
unlimited sense. So, Turretine uses the term
conversion as it includes regeneration; which
is believed to be its true scriptural meaning:
“The law of the Lord is perfect, converting
the soul, ”” Ps, xix.7. But Witsius, while he
uses the term regeneration as inclusive of con-
version, also very clearly distinguishes between
them by calling the former the first and the
latter the second regenerating act. <« This spi-



56 REGENERATION

ritual life may be considered, either, by way
of facully, and in the first act, or by way of ope-
ration, and in the second act.”’* In the first act,
the soul is passive under Almighty power; in
the second act, it becomes active, as instanta-
neously as mind is capable of acting from con-
viction produced by some. external influence;
and thus voluntarily returns to God in the
strength of Almighty power working in it,
“both to will and to do.” “God gives not
only the power to walk, but the walk itself.”’}
In modern language, the term regeneration is
used to express that which Witsius calls the
first act; in which sense it is used in the pre-
sent discussion.

1V. Many definitions have been given of
this great spiritual change, more or less true,
according to the peculiar views of their authors,
But it is extremely difficult, probably impossi-
ble, from the nature of the subject, to give
such a definition in a single proposition, as to
prevent all misapprehension, in the mind even
of a candid inquirer after truth. That given
by John Marek is here selected: «A benefit of

* Witsius, Vol. 2. p. 53.
t Dr. Anderson’s Letters to Bellamy.
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the covenant of grace, in which, are given to
the elect, on aceount of the merit of Christ, by
the ministry of the word, a new spiritval na-
ture and life, manifesting itself by vital opera-
tions, for their salvation, and to the praise of
divine grace.”* This change is so entirely
the effect of Almighty power as to exclude all
active co-operation of the soul in its produc-
tion.\The reformed churches havealways main-
tained, in opposition to the advocates of human
ability, that regeneration is a supernatural
change effected by the immediate action of di-
vine power, upon the essential faculties of the
soul, infusing divine light, and spiritual life. -

V. But whatever may be the degree of ex-
cellence, which attaches to the definitions of
men, the language of the Spirit is preferable;
more true, safe, and conducive to the regenera-
tion, growth and comfort of Christians; for it
is the word which is made effectual in the con-
viction and renewal of natural men, as well as
in theirprogressive sanctification. «“Yehaveput

* Beneficium federis gratie, quo electi, ob meritum
Christi, per verbi ministerium, nova spirituali natura ag
vita, per operationes vitales se manifestante, donantur,
ad ipsorum salutem, divinseque gratis laudem.— Caput.
xxviii. § 2
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off the old man with his deeds; and have pué
on the new man, which is renewed in know-
ledge, righteousness and true holiness, (or in
the righteousness and holiness of the truth, ev
Scxasoouwn xas ogrorqee 705 adndeas,) after the image
of him that created him.””* Here regeneration
is called a NEw MAN, whose existence is ascribed
to the creating power of God. It is defined to
consist in the image of God; which image is
farther said to consist in the knowledge, righ-
teousness and holiness of the truth. Taking
this portion of God’s word for our guide, and
drawing additional light from other passages
which relate to the subject, in humble reliance
on the teaching of its glorious author, it is pro-
posed to make some farther inquiry after this
divine, supernatural change, without which
none of our lost race shall ever behold the face
of God in peace. «Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, except a man be begotten from above, he
cannot see the kingdom of God,” John iii. 3.1

*Compare Eph. iv. 24, with Col. iii. 9, 10,

t Begotten from above, is the literal reading of| ysvwnin
avodey. Our translators have truly rendered ysyvyfets ex Tou
©Geov “begotten of God,” 1 John v.18. Consequently,
the phrase # born of God,” should always be understood
in the sense of begotten of God.
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VI. The work of the Holy Spirit in regene-
ration is analogous to the creation of all things
out of nothing, though not in all respects the
smme. ¢ For weare his workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus unto good works,’”” Eph. ii. 10.
«If any man be in Christ, he is a new crea-
ture,”” 2 Cor. v. 17. «Neither circumeision
availeth any thing, nor uncircumeision, but a
new creature,’”’ Gal. vi. 15. It is not the cre-
ation of a new being or personality; nor the
addition or change of any mental faculty; but
the infusion of a new moral nature and capacity
into a soul already in possession of all the
mental faculties it can ever possess. The his-
tory of Adam will illustrate this position, if
we suppose, as we have reason to believe, that
he was regenerated. The image of God was
con-created in his soul, lost by transgression,
and restored by regeneration. Yet, through
all these changes, Adam never lost either his
personal identity, or any of his mental powers.
In every state, he continued a rational, account-
able moral agent, without any, the least coer-
cion of his freedom of will, and consequently
a proper subject of moral government, and of
reward and punishment. This distinction be-
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tween the mental and moral power of the soul
is indispensable. Without it, the doctrine of
regeneration, as revealed in the scriptures, can-
not be understood. It furnishes a key by
which the humble learner may unlack the
treasures of hidden wisdom. It lays open to
full view and delightful contemplation many
of those paradoxical phenomena which meet
us at almost every step in the school of divine
morals.* Its importance has not escaped the
observation of the moral philosopher, “Man
is to be contemplated as an intellectual, and as
a moral being. By his intellectual powers, he
acquires the knowledge of facts, observes their
connexions, and traces the conclusions which
arise out of them. These mental operations,
however, when in a high state of cultivation,
may be directed only to truths of an extrinsic
kind,—that is, to such as do not exert any in-
fluence either on the moral condition of the in-
dividual, or on his relations to other sentient
beings. . . . . But when we contemplate man
as a moral being,new relations open on ourview
whieh present considerations of mightier im-
port. Wefind him occupying a place in a great

* See Erskine’s Gospel Sonnets.
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system of moral government, in which he has
an important station to fill and high duties
to perform. We find him placed in certain
relations to a great moral Governor, who pre-
sides over this system of things, and to a future
state of being, for which the present scene is
intended to prepare him. ... . These two
parts of his mental constitution we perceive to
be remarkably distinct from each other. The
former may be in vigorous exercise in him who
has little feeling of his moral condition; and
the latter may be in a high state of culture in
the man who, in point of intellectual dequire-
ment, knows little beyond the traths which it
most concerns him to know,—those great but
simple principles which guide his conduct as
a responsible being.””*

VII. There is, also, an adaptation in the
mental powers of the soul to be operated
upon by the Spirit of God, in the produc-
tion of this change. This adaptation belongs
also to the means employed by the Spirit.
For there is certainly a suitableness in the
rational nature of man to be operated upon
by the force of truth; or no additional guilt

* Abercrombie on the Mora} Feelings, pp. 15, 16.
6 .



62 . REGENERATION,

could be incurred by a rejection of the gos-

pel. If no such adaptation existed, the gos-

pel might as well be preached to stocks and

stones. Its proclamation would not be “the

wisdom of God in a mystery;”’ but the mere
arbitrary will of God. It would be in its nature

the same as though God should command his
ministering servants to go daily and water
pebbles, expecting them to grow; or sow seed
on the naked surface of a roek. Therefore the.
«simple external demonstration of the divine
word ought, indeed, to be fully sufficient for-
the production of faith, if it were not obstructed:
by our blindness and perverseness.”’t “Faith.
has a perpetual relation to the word, and can:
no more be separated from it, than the rays.
from the sun, whence they proceed.”’f Our-
opponents may here be called- upon to inform

us how they account for: the: powerful effects,.
which it is well known the word frequently:
produces upon a natural conscience? To what.
principle-or cause do they refer that mighty

energy of the word upon a natural man, which
almost persuades some to-become Christians,
causes someto tremble, and drives others to.

* Calvin’s Inst. B. 3. C. 2. 8. 33.
th, 8.6
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despair? How do they reach the conscience
of the sinner, by the proclamation of the gos-
pel, if there be no adaptation in his intellec-
tual powers to be operated upon by the word
of truth? If their view be correct, on what
principle will it be more tolerable in the day
of judgment for Sedom, Tyre and Sidon, than
for Capernaum, Bethsaida, and Cherazin? Does
not their doctrine represent God as punishing
men for their abuse and rejection of means
which had no suitableness to their intellectual
powers as rational, and therefore accountable
agents? But this is not Christianity. It is not
the doctrine of the Reformers, 1t justifiies the
Arminian caricature of Calvinism. That moral
disease of our nature which is the opposite of
regeneration is depravity; and under whatever
degree of disability natural men may now lie,
it is in the first instance the effect, not the
cause of ,[depravity, Hence it is, that a high
degree of scriptural knowledge may consist in
a natural state equally with ignorance. ¢«Nor
.do we agree with those, who so inconsiderately
:assert, that man is no more disposed for rege-
peration, than a stone or an irrational animal;
for there are naturally such faculties in the
soul of man as render him a fit subject of re-
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generation, which are not to be found in stones
and brutes. Thus a man can be regenerated,
but a brute or stone cannot.”* .

VI{II. The same truth is also discovered by
a comparison of the moral qualities of regene-
rated persons with those which belong to men
in a natural state. The knowledge of the one
is saving; John xvii. 3; that of the other is
brutish, Jude 10. The one are wise to do evil,
Jer. iv. 22; the other are wise unto salvation,
2 Tim. iii. 15. The one make choice of the
world, Luke xii. 19, the other prefer God, Ps.
cxiii. 5. The one choose to.obey their own
will, Jer. xliv. 17; the other take the will of
God for theirirule, Acts ix. 6. The one love
the world, 1 John iii. 15; the other love God,
Ps. xviii. 1. The one desire to be free from
the restraint of the divine law, Ps. ii. 3; the
other desire to keep the law, Ps. cxix. 5. The
one delight in the service of Satan, Eph. ii. 2,
8; the other in the service of God, Ps. xxvii.
4. In all these points of difference between
the righteous and the wicked the understand-
ing, will, and affections are the same, the agent
is the same, only acting in a different manner,
from different principles and motives. This is

Witsius, Vol. 2. p.53.
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a farther proof of the doctrine laid down in the
preceding section. For if there be no adapta-
tion in the soul to be operated upon by the
. ‘word, in the regenerating act, it is surely ne-
-cessary, in order to regeneration, that a new
-soul should be given to men. This paint is the
more insisted upon, because,—1. It has been
denied. 2. If there be no such adaptation,
then of course there can be no instrumental
-suitableness in the word. 3. The objection
brought against Calvinists, that they hold the
doctrine of a physical change of the mental
faculties, would be well founded. It isindeed,
‘true that depravity is an ingrained quality,
diffusing itself into all the faculties; still it
s a moral quality, not a mental faculty. It nei-
ther changes the soul’s essence, nor paralyzes
ithe exercise of its faculties. It only pollutes
dhem, and destroys their right exercise. To
‘be spiritually dead, is to be dead in trespasses
-and sins, Eph. ii. 1. Consequently, the graces
«of the Spirit infused in regeneration also be-
«come ingrained qualities in the soul, restoring
the faculties to right exercises,

IX. Still the Spirit does not at once wholly
eradicate depravity. 'I;his is only done at the

6 ,
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believer’s death, when the work of sanctifica-
tion is consummated. From which it appears
there is an adaptation in the regenerated soul for
the principle both of grace and depravity. The .
same truth is discovered by a consideration of
man in his primitive state. Had there been
no adaptation in the soul of Adam for the de-
pravity which ensued upon his transgression,
that depravity could not have followed as part
of the penalty which was inflicted, without a
change of his faculties. Thus man in a state
of innocence, and iu a state of guilt, would not
have been the same individual, but two differ-
ent species of creatures. So, on the other
hand, the regenerated man would not be the
same individual after, that he was before re-
generation. To such absurdities does the de-
nial of an adaptation in the soul to be operated
upon by the word of truth in the hand of the
Spirit conduct us. We see then no other con-
clusion than this:—In the creation, God en-
dowed man with essential faculties suitable to
the law which he enstamped in his soul; and
that suitableness must continue with him in
every change of moral nature, state and rela-
tion; for the obvious reason that its loss would
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be the loss of his humanity and his transfor-
mation into another species of the creatures,
Strange indeed, would it be, if that soul, upon
which the law was written in its creation, and
never totally eradicated, should not only pre-
:serve its species, but also its personal identity,
-and yet lose its suitableness to be operated upon
by the same law in conjunction with the gospel!
“For the gospel which has been added not only
‘harmonizes most perfectly with the law, but
‘increases its adaptation to sinful men beyond
the power of human computation. If infinite
wisdom shines in the work of grace, it is equally
apparent in the means.

X. The first creation, then, differs from
regeneration in several particulars. That, had
no0 previous existence except in the purpose of
God: the principle of this, existed eternally in
the being of God, and was con-created in the
soul of man. In that, there was nothing on
which to act: in this, the essential faculties of
the soul are operated upon. In that, there was
nothing to oppose: in this, there is not only a
-moral repugnance to the work, but an active
resistance of the will. «Ye will not come to
me, that ye amight have life,”” John v. 40.
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“Some thought the substance of Adam’s soul
was corrupted, when he sinned, therefore sup-
pose the substance of his soul to be, altered
when he is renewed. Sin took not away the .
essence, but the rectitude; the new creation
therefore gives not a new faculty, but a new
quality. The cure of the leprosy is not a de-
stroying the fabric of the body, but the disease;
yet in regard of the greatness of man’s corrup-
tion, the soul is 80 much changed, by these new
habits, that it is as it were, a new soul, a new
understanding, a new will. . . . . It is a new
stringing the instrument to make a new har-
mony.”’* .

X1. In what sense then, it may be asked, is
regeneration called a new creation? Itis so
icalled, ¢ in reference to the power exerted in
its produetion:” in reference to the new mo-
ral nature and capacity which is communicated
to the soul: in reference to the removal of the .
total depravity of the soul in its natural state:
and in reference to total inability, which had
been superinduced by that depravity. So that
the soul of the natural man has really no more
power to change itself, than it had to create

* Charnock on Regeneration, p. 103.  t Witherspoon.
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itself at first; or than a dead man has to raise
himself to life. - But the tree must first be made
good, before it can bring forth good fruit: be-
cause ¢ every imagination of the thoughts of
the heart is evil, only evil, continually.” «For
though thou wash thee with nitre, and take
thee much soap, yet thine iniquity is marked
before me, saith the Lord.” Jer. ii. 22. ¢ Can
the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard
his spots? then may ye also do good that are
accustomed to do evil.”” Jer. xiii. 23.

XII. Regeneration is still more analogous to
the resurrection from the dead, than to the
work of creation, as the resurrection is pro-
perly a re-creation. “ Behold I will cause breath
to enter into you, and ye shall live.”’ Ezek.
xxxvii, 5. « Verily, verily, I say unto you,
the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead
shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and
they that hear shall live.” John v. 25. ¢ You
hath he quickened, who were dead in tres-
‘passes and sins.” Eph. ii. 1. «There is as
real a resurrection of the soul, by the trumpet
of the gospel, accompanied with the vigorous
efficacy of the Holy Ghost, as there shall be of
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bodies.”* The figure of the resurrection, which
is here employed by the Spirit, differs from
that of the creation. It carries the mind more
directly back to a consideration of the soul in
its primitive state; and clearly teaches the
doctrine that the image of God which is re- -
stored to the soul in regeneration, is essentially
the same with that which was con-created in
the soul of Adam. ¢ The design and purpose
of this change is to repair the loss which man
sustained by the fall.”’+ The opinion of Dr:
Gill, that the image of God, which is stamped
upon the soul in regeneration, is not the image
of the first Adam, is to be rejected. He seems
to look upon regeneration as the creation of a
new being, or at least as the creation of some-
thing in man essentially different from his na-
ture in a state of innocence. He calls it the
image of Christ, in opposition to the image
which Adam possessed prior to the fall. Hence,
he infers an impropriety, in the use of means by
the Spirit, in its production. But the image of
the first Adam was in all its moral lineaments
the image of Christ. For « God made man in
his own image;” and this is the same image

* Charnock, p. 109. . { Witherspoon,
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which is restored. <« After the image of him
that created him.” ¢« We are changed into
the same image.”” There is a relative differ-
ence between the image of God upon the soul
of Adam,and that which is restored to the rege-
nerate, as well as a difference in their procuring
cause. But these differences cannot change
the essential moral character of either. So the
present new life of the redeemed is in respect
to its essential moral character, the same that
it will be in a future state; yet in a future state,
it will differ in degree and extrinsic circum-
stances beyond the power of human concep-
tion. «“KEye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for them that
love him.”” 1 Cor.ii. 9. Here, we apprehend,
is a greater difference than exists between the
image of God upon the souls of the regenerate
in this life, and that which Adam possessed in
innocence. But it will not be maintained that
there is any radical difference between the
moral character of the Lord’s people in the
present, and in the future life. These thoughts
are important, as they have a direct bearing
upon the doctrine advanced in Sections 7, 8, 9.
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If Dr. Gill’s view be correct, it effectually over-
throws the doctrine, that there is an adaptation
in the intellectual powers to be operated upon:
by the word and Spirit of God: for if the
image of God, which is impressed upon the souk
in regeneration, be essentially different from.
that which Adam possessed in his primitive:
state, as the Dr. intimates, (though he has not
told us in what that difference consists,) of
course there can be no adaptation in the soul
to be regenerated; for then regeneration would
be the infusion of something which never had
any previous existence in the soul: it would in
fact be the addition of some new thing to its
essential faculties.

It is believed this peculiar view of the Dr..
lies at the bottom of his doubts respecting the
instrumentality of the word in regeneration;
and also hisdenial of that glorious doctrine of"
the scriptures, that the gospel is addressed in-
discriminately to lost sinners of mankind; and
is both the call and command of God to alk
who hear it, requiring faith in the Lord Jesus.
Christ as the only means of their deliverance
from sin and wrath. ¢« This is his command-
ment, That we should believe on the name. of:
his Son, Jesus Christ.” 1 John iii. 23.
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XIII. It was intimated in the preceding sec-
tion that there can be no radical difference be-
tween the moral character of the image of God
upon the souls of the regenerate, and that which
was possessed by the first Adam. \Neverthe-\'
less,! the new birth is far more glorious in re-
spect to its procuring cause and relation to God.
That had a respect to God only in his absolute
character: this, recognises him in his new eo-
venant character. That was the gift of God’s
common goodness: this is the gift of God’s
special mercy, and the purchase of Christ’s
precious blood. That could be, and was lost:
this cannot. That, as to its continuance, was
suspended upon the will of man, consequently
it was necessarily mutable; this is suspended
on the divine will, and therefore immutable,
That, had Adam stood, would have rested upon
finite merit for its continuance : this, rests upon
infinite merit: ¢“Feed the church of God
which he purdhased with his own blood.”
Acts xx. 28. To both' these points of agree-
ment and difference, our Lord evidently al-
ludes in John x. 10: «I am come that they
might have life, and that they might have it
more abundantly.”” In Adam the image of

7
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God was spiritual life. 1In the regenerate, it
is that life, in greater perfection, and more
abundance. This view is fully sustained by
sound writers on the covenant of works. They
tell us the penalty which Adam incurred by
transgression consisted in spiritual, temporal
and eternal death, together with all the evils
involved in a punishment so dreadful. The
restoration of this spiritual life, by means, and
in a manner, that secures it from the possibili-
ty of loss, must of necessity be followed with
deliverance from all that is evil in the penalty,
and the uninterrupted enjoyment of God in a
glorified state.

XIV. Regeneration includes the restoration
of the intellectual powers to the right exercise
of their primitive and legitimate functions.
Here it may be asked, if there be an adaptation
in the intellectual powers to be operated upon
by the word and Spirit of God, where is the
necessity for the restoration of those powers,
and in what does that restoration consist? In
reply, let it be observed, that this restoration
relates, not to the essential rational nature ;- but
to the moral rational nature, and right ezercise
of the faculties. Simple knowledge may be
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conceived, in the abstract, as it is destitute of
moral qualities; but not the right knowledge
of God. Simple equality of intellectual attain-
ments among men, cannot impart a sufficient
knowledge of each other, There must be also
a moral affinity, Hence the wicked man can
neither understand nor appreciate, either the
knowledge, or motives, which influence the
conduct, and constitute the moral character of
his righteous neighbour. If moral disparity
deprive beings of equal intellectual power of
the ability to know each other; how much
more will this disparity deprive a finite mind
of ability to comprehend even those things of
the infinite mind, which lie within the compass
of its. mental powers, if the right exercise of
those powers were not clogged, yea, paralyzed,
by depravity. “For what man knoweth the
things of a man, save the spirit of man which is
in him?’’ 1 Cor. ii. 11. If then there be any
moral quality in the mind of my neighbour,
which is not in my own mind, I am wholly
unable to comprehend his conduct, so far
as it is regulated by that quality. That
knowledge of God, then, which is saving,
must possess a moral quality corresponding
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in kind to the holiness of the divine nature.
If it be necessary that we possess a moral spirit
resembling that of our neighbour, before we
can comprehend him ; how much greater must
be the necessity, that we should possess a moral
spirit resembling the Spirit of God, before we
can comprehend the things of the Spirit of God.
¢« But God hath revealed them unto us by his
Spitit;”? externally in the word, internally by
the word, in the souls.of the regenerate; < for
the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God.” 1 Cor. ii. 10. Hence, although -
man, by the fall, did not absolutely lese all
knowledge of God, yet, the knowledge which
remained, lost its moral purity; became so
entirely vitiated, that any addition to it, with-
out a removal of this depravity, can only lead .
to an increase of his guilt and misery. For it
is only an increase of moral darkness: «If
therefore the light that is in thee be darkness,
how great is that darkness ?°”: Matt. vi. 23. It
is mere Satanic cununing: “They are wise to
do evil, but to do gaod they have no know-
ledge.”” Jer. iv. 22. It.inclines the will to
choose darkness in preference to light: ¢ They
did not desire to retain God in their know-
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ledge.”” Rom. i. 28. It renders the soul to-
tally unable even to comprehend the spiritual
import of divine truth : « The light shineth in
darkness, and the darkness comprehended it
not.”” Johni. 5. ¢ The natural man receiveth
ot the things of the Spirit of God: for they
are foolishness unto him : neither can he know
them, because they are spiritually discerned.”
1 Cor. ii. 14, The consequence of all this is,
that the natural man may possess the highest
attainable degree of the mere intellectual know-
ledge of God,and still remain in total ignorance
of God and divine things. Such a character,
fully matured and developed, we have in the
devils: «Thou believest there is one God;
thou doest well: the devils also believe and
tremble.”’ James ii. 19. The Holy Spirit,
then, renews the understanding by a removal
of those vicious propensities, by which it was
blinded, and by a restoration of the lost image of
God. «“God can by his commanding power,
bring light out of darkness; but it is plainly im-
possible that darkness should produce light.”*
« Then opened he their understanding:”
“ Whose heart the Lord opened;” ¢ The eyes
* Bates, v?; IV. p. 138.



78 REGENERATION

_of your understanding being enlightened :
« For God, who commanded the light to shine
out of darkness, hath shined into our hearts, to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God, in the face of Jesus Christ.” 2 Cor.
iv. 6.

- XV. The Spirit, then, in the regenerating
act, creates the soul in “ the knowledge of the
truth.”” This knowledge consists chiefly in
the following things:—1. A discovery of the
peculiar glory of God arising from his holy
nature, or rather the glory of that nature. 2,
The extent and spirituality of the divine law
as it is a transcript of Jehovah’s holiness. 8.
The consequent necessity that the transgressor-
must suffer the penalty of the law, unless a sa-
tisfaction can, in some way; be made. 4. The
mercy of God manifested in the gift of his Son
to be the sinner’s surety, and in that character
to make the required satisfaction. 5. A dis-
covery to the soul that a continuance in.its
natural state, separate from the Lord Jesus
Christ, must issue in everlasting death. 6. A
discovery to-the soul, of the all-sufficiency of
Christ to save, together with its warrant to
receive him as he is offeréd to sinners in the



DEFINED. 79

gospel. The infusion of this knowledge in the
regenerating act, is the internal means by which
the Spirit produces the principle or habit of faith
in the soul. Hence he is called « the Spirit of
faith.” 2 Cor. iv. 13.

XVI. Regeneration includes a renewal of
the will. In the primitive state of man, with
the faculties unclouded by sin, the will would
doubtless choose those objects, which the un-
derstanding perceived to be the best. But this
faculty, like the understanding, having been
corrupted by the fall, it is in vain that Armi-
nians, plead the natural operation of the will,
as an argument that regeneration is effected
merely by such a powerful representation of
truth to the mind, that the understanding
having perceived it, the will must necessarily
chose it; or that it has ¢« an inherent inaliena-
ble power *’ to chooseit. Consequently a de-
nial of the doctrine that the will always fully
obeys the dictates of the understanding, does
not imply that depravity is limited to the will.
Because in reference to saving knowledge the
understanding is total darkness even where the
external light of the gospel is shining in its
meridian splendour. But such are the facul-
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ties, such the natural conscience, that the truth
may be and is received intellectually by natural
men, while the will, under the power of spi-
ritual blindness and depravity, makes active
resistance to the intellectual light in the soul;
and rejects even those things which are intellec-
tually perceived to be better, all things consi-
dered, than the things which are chosen. So
that natural men have power to reject the gos-
pel wilfully, though they have none to embrace
it savingly. ¢ Had I not come and spoken to
them, they had not had sin; but now they have
no cloak for their sin.”” ¢Ye have both seen
and hated both me and my Father.” Herein,
then, lies the guilt of men; they violate the
dictates of a natural conscience; they reject the
only Saviour; they sin wilfully; and their con-
demnation is just,

XVIL The assertion, « If an object is viewed
as good by our understanding, the will chooses
it,” is not true in any sense, if applied to men’
in their present imperfect state. 1f applied to
ability of will, in natural men, to choose those
objects which the understanding perceives to
be good, yea, the greatest good, it imbodies the

‘life and soul of Arminianism. “What we
do really believe ”” says Whitby, «“to be our
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chief good will be chosen.”” And that such
is the meaning of the writer, by whom it is
introduced, is placed beyond controversy, by
the eonnexion in which it stands. Thus, this
writer, by admitting the accuracy of Whitby’s
reasoning, is led to maintain that the word can-
not operate in regeneration unless « the soul
act.”” That is, he assumes, that the connexion
between the acts of the will, and the dictates
of the understanding is the same in the natural
man, as it was in the primitive state of man;
consegently that the will obeys uniformly and
fully the dictates of the understanding. Hence,
he concludes that natural men understand no
more of divine things ‘than the will chooses.
This doctrine effectually excludes all wilful and
presumptuous sins against knowledge: ex-
cludes the possibility of committing the sin
against the Holy Ghost: and contradicts the
explicit testimony of the scriptures. ¢ And
ye will not come to me, that ye might have
life.”> John v. 40. ¢« If I had not doné among
them the works which no other man did, they
had not had sin: but now have they both seen,
and hated both me and my Father.” John xv.
24. «For it is impossible for those who were
once enlightened, and have tasted of the hea-
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venly gift,and were madepartakersof the Holy
Ghost,”” &c. Heb. vi. 4—6 ¢ Therefore to him
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to
him itissin.” Jamesiv.17. ¢ Forif after they
have escaped the pollutions of the world,
through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, they aré again entangled therein,
and overcome, the latter end is worse with
them than the beginning. For it had been
better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than, after they have known it,
to turn from the holy commandment delivered
unto them. But it is happened unto them ac-
cording to the true proverb, The dog is turned
to his own vomit again; and, the sow that was
washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”” 2 Pet.
ii. 20—22. From this false premise that the
will is fully as the understanding, he comes to .
a conclusion, if not identical with that of Dr.
Whitby, still it is the result of the same mode
of reasoning, and equally fallacious. He infers
from it, that if the word be the instrument of
regeneration, the soul must act; that it is unphilo-
sophical to suppose otherwise; that it implies
the doctrine, that regeneration is effeeted by
a mere illumination of the understanding and
consequent choice of the will. He will insist,
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that there is no alternative, no middle ground,
between Arminianism on the one hand, and
the denial of instrumentality on the other.
If this view of the will be not the doctrine of
Arminians and Pelagians, what is? They tell
us the command to obey supposes ability. This
writer tells us, that if the Spirit employ means,
the soul must have ability to use means; for it
« must act.”” Edwards on the Will is intro-
duced to support this view. ¢ But this is the
very use Pelagians have made of that masterly
production; namely, a perversion of its true
import, to the maintenance of an error which
Edwards abhorred. This can be easily de-
monstrated. ' _

XVIIIL Let us then examine Edward’sviews:
of the will. It will convince the candid that
the principles of that great man have been per-
verted to an unworthy purpose. When speak-
ing of the connexion of the acts of the will
with the dictates of the understanding, he uses
the following language: «“Every act of the
will is soME way connected with the under-
standing, and is, as the greatest apparent good
is, in the manner which has already been ex-

_ plained; namely, that the soul always wills, or
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chooses that which in the present view of -the -
mind, considered in the whole of that view,
and all that belongs to it, appears MOST AGREE-
ABLE.””* Here it is worthy of observation,
that Edwards does not say, that the will
chooses that which the understanding perceives
to ¢ be good,” or ¢ the greatest good ;> but that
which ¢ appears M0oST AGREEABLE.” ]t must
be observed in what sense I use the term good;”
namely, as of the same import with AGREEA-
BLE.”} Some little difference surely between
«the greatest good,”’ and things “most agreea-
ble,” in the estimatien of depraved men. Ed-
ward’s remarks apply.to the natural unob-
structed operation of the will. Those who
pervert the sense, by overlooking the connexion
and explanations of that guarded writer, and
by the substitution of one little monosyllable
in the place of his owa language, have made
his unparalleled work on the will the basis of
monstrous errors. Nor is this all: the view
which the writer in question has given of Ed-
wards on the will, would make that writer
self-contradictory. For, while he maintains

* Edwards on the Will, Part 2, Sec. 9.
~tIb. Part1. Sec. 2.
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an inseparable connexion, in ¢some way,” be-
tween the dictates of the understanding and
the acts of the will: he also declares, “It is that
MoTIvE, which, as it stands in the view of the
mind, is the strongest, that determines the
will.”’* The moral state of the mind, then,
may be such as to present a stronger motive
for action, to the will, than the most unequi-
vocal conviction of the understanding. Hence
Edwards speaks of subjective motives, such
as are in the mind, He supposes that the mo-
ral state may be such as to counteract the na-
tural operation of the laws of mind; which is
always the case when the corrupt bias of the
affections preponderates over the convictions of
the understanding, and becomes the governing
cause of the will’s choice. It is therefore an
undeniable truth,—a truth also clearly taught
by Edwards, that the moral feelings operate
conjointly with-the convictions of the under-
standing in supplying the will with its govern-
ing motives of choice; and that in the natural
man, and sometimes in the regenerate, through
remaining depravity, the formeér may prepon-

* Part 1. Sec. 2.
8
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derate over the latter. In this case, the de-
pravity of the will is demonstrated, and the
necessity for its renewal is clearly seen. Were
not the will depraved, it would never choose
the promptings of corrupt nature against the
convictions of greater good. That such is the
doctrine of the Bible has been proved in the
preceding sections. And if the reader have
any doubt respecting the views of Edwards,
he is requested to consider attentively the fol-
lowing words: «I might farther observe, that
the state of mind whieh views a proposed ob-
ject of choice, is another thing that contributes
to the agreeableness or disagreeableness of
that object; the particular temper which the
mind has by nature, or that has been introduced
and established by edueation, example, custom,
or some other means; or the frame or state
that the mind is in on a particular occasion,
That object which appears agreeable to one,
does not so to another. And the same object
does not always appear alike agreeable to the
same person, at different times., It is most
agreeable to some men to follow their reason;
and, to others, to follow their appetites: to
some men, it is wnore agreeable to deny a vi-



DEFINED, 87

cious inclination, than to gratify it: others it
suits best to gratify the vilest appetites.”’*

«In many even of our voluntary actions, we
may act from the impulse of appetite, affection,
or passion. . . . . It isevident, that mankind,
in all ages, have conceived two parts in the
human constitutien that may have influence
upon our voluntary actions. These we call by
the general names of passion and reason; and
we shall find in all languages names that are
equivalent. . . . . To act against what one
judges to be for his real good upon the whole,
is folly. To act against what he judges to be
his duty, is immorality. It cannot be denied,
that there are too many instances of both in
human life. Video meliora proboque, dete-
riora sequor, is neither an impossible, nor an
unfrequent case.”t

XIX. «I shall not attempt to picture to
you the wretchedness of a world, in which
such feelings, [feelings of moral approbation,
or disapprobation, which arise on the contem-
plation of certain actions,] were not a part of

* Part 1. Sec. 2.
t Reid, On the Influence of Motives upan the Will, &c
pp. 473,474, 480.
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the mental constitution—a world without vir-
tue—without love of man or love of God—in
which wherever a human being met a human
being, he met him as a robber, or a murderer,
living only to fear, and to destroy, and dying,
to leave on earth a carcass still less loathsome
in all its loathsomeness, than the living form
which had been animated but with guilt. Our
only comfort in considering such a dreadful
state of sociely, is, that it could not Jong subsist,
and that the earth must soon have been freed
from the misery which disgraced it. . . . . God,
the author of all our enjoyments, has willed us
to be moral beings, for he could not will us to
be happy, in the noblest sense of that term,
without rendering us capable of practising and
admiring virtue. . . . . . When some country
is found, in which the intentional producer of
pure unmixed misery is preferred, on that
very account, to the intentional producer of as
much good as an individual is capable of pro-
ducing,—some country, in which it is rec-
koned more meritorious to hate than to love a
benefactor, merely for being a benefactor, and
to love rather than to hate the betrayer of his
friend, merely for being the betrayer of his
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friend,—then may the distinctions of morality
be said to be as mutable, perhaps, as any other of
the caprices of the most capricious fancy. But
the denier of moral distinctions knows well,
that it is impossible for him to prove the origi-
nal indifference of actions in this way. He
knows the intentional producer of evil, as pure
evil, is always hated ; the intentional producer
of good, as pure good, always loved.””* But for
what reason is the intentional producer of evil
always hated, &c.? Because the moral sense,
which we call conscience, is an original, inhe-
rent, indestructible faculty of the human soul,
which uniformly attaches a moral quality to
actions other than those which are purely natu-
ral. However depressed under a sense of guilt,
or overwhelmed with the pollution of sin, or
blinded by passion it may be, still it exists;
still its functions are exercised in every sane
mind. And hence we discover the errors of
men in those wrong decisions of conscience
which proceed from some false standard of
judgment; and the depravity of men in the
choice of those things which conscience con-

* Brown's Philosophy; Vol. II. pp. 233, 248
8*
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demns. ¢ Hence,” says Mr. Reid, “to act
against what one judges to be his real good,
upon the whole, is folly. To act against what
he judges to be his duty, is immorality.” So
then this folly and immorality are native fruits
of depravity, and evidences of human guilt.
But the reader may be ready to inquire what
has all this to do with regeneration? 1t is ap-
prehended it has a direct bearing upon the
doctrine advanced in the present work, that
there is an adaptation in the essential faculties
of the soul to be operated upon by the word
and Spirit of God in the regenerating act. Is
there no adaptation in the divine light which
shines in the word to illuminate the under-
standing, by means of which conscience is fur-
nished with a correct standard of judgment?
1s there no adaptation in the purity of the
word to excite a healthy exercise of conscience?
No adaptation in the conscience to be thus ope-
rated upon? If these questions be answered
in the negative, we know not where to look
for any basis in the human soul on which
God founds the claims of his law. Hence it is
concluded with confidence that a denial of the
adaptation of the soul to be regenerated by the
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word of truth, amounts to a denial of moral
agency. It reduces man, if not to alevel with
a brute or a stone, at least to a mere machine,
in no way responsible for any vile use to
which it may be applied.

XX. If the views presented in the pre-
ceding sections be correct, it will follow that
the will must be renewed in regeneration,
and restored to the right exercise of its legiti-
mate functions, If, in natural men, it chooses
the dictates of the understanding, by its own
inherent inalienable power, then its renewal
cannot be necessary; it is already right. But
our Lord predicates of the will, both depravity
and impotency. ¢ Ye will not come to me, that
ye might have life.”” « No man can come to me,
except the Father, which hath sent me, draw
him.” Accordingly, we find the renewal of
the will asserted in the scriptures: «Thy
people shall be willing in the day of thy pow-
er,”” Ps, ex. 3. Noris thisall; the continued
exercise of the renewed will is ascribed to the
same Almighty power by which it was at first
regenerated. «For it is God that worketh in
you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”
Phil. ii. 13. ¢If a good man, who knows
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much of his duty, whe has been long accus-
tomed to the discharge of it, and often tasted
the sweets of communion with God, whilst en-
gaged in his service; if in the midst of all his
advantages, experience, and hope, he cannot of
himself will or perform any thing that is spi-
ritually good; much less the sinner, whose
heart is carnal, who is a slave to his lusts, and
the tyranny of the god of this world. * ¢ So
then ”” regeneration ¢is not of him that will-
eth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that
showeth mercy.” Rom. ix. 16.

Hence it is with unfeigned regret, we ob-
serve the equivocal manner in which Dr. Dick
has expressed himself on a point of such vita-
lity. He does indeed assert that a renewal of
the will is necessary; but immediately adds:
“The renovation of the will may be considered
as the natural consequence of the illumination
of the understanding. . . . . The different fa-
culties are only different modes in which the
soul exerts itself. . . . . Nothing more seems
to be necessary than that the object should be
presented in such a light as to obtain the deli-

* Lime Street Lecture, p. 297.
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berate and final decision of the understanding
in its favour. . . . . . Although the heart may
and often does oppose, slight and transient con-
wictions of truth and duty, it does not follow
that it will act the same part, when the evi-
dence is full and irresistible, or when the word
comes ‘in demonstration of the Spirit, and
with power” . ... It is more modest to
avoid determining whether his (the Spirit’s)
agency upon the will is mediate or immedi-
ate.”’* On this passage it is proper to observe,
1. It is of no consequence to the argument
whether the understanding and will be distinct
faculties, or only different modes in which
the soul exerts itself: we know that the soul
has power both to understand and to will, and
that God doth not renew the one faculty with-
out the other. Hence, if we cannot determine
whether his agency in the case of the will be
mediate or immediate, neither can we determine
this in the case of the understanding. 1t is
certain that it is the whole soul that is renewed
by one instantaneous act of Almighty power;
and if, as the Dr. alleges, there is strictly speak-

* Dick’s Theology, Vol. 2. pp. 160, 161.
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ing no such thing as different faculties, how
can the action of the Spirit of God be imme-
diate upon the understanding and only medi-
ate upon the will? 2. Hence any doubt res
speeting the immediate action of the Spirit of
God upon the will must involve us at once in
equal doubt respecting his immediate action
upon the understanding. 3. It is evident,
howeyver, that the soul both understands and
wills; and that its acts, though always connect-
ed “in some way” with the understanding,
are nevertheless not only clearly distinct acts,
but depravity also frequently makes them con-
tradictory. The poor drunkard will weep
over his misery, and betake himself again to
his cups; and he that knows the good will
pursue the evil, Before it can be proved that
the will is not renewed by an immediate action
of divine power, one of two things must first
be established: that there is no such thing in the
world as sin against knowledge, or that man
is a machine, and freedom of volition a fiction,
It is indeed true, that the new-born soul, so far
as its spiritual life is operative, cannot deliberate-
Jy choose sin, But it still does this when not
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restrained by its new nature. 4. The argu-
ment of the Dr. that «although the heart does
oppose slight and transient convictions, it does
pot follow that it will act the same part when
the evidence is full and irresistible, or when
the word comes in demonstration of the Spirit
and- with power,” is (1.) Inconclusive, for, if
the will resists even ¢¢ slight and transient con-
victions,”” its depravity is fully established.
(2.) It is not to the purpose; for when the
evidence is irresistible, and the word comes
in demonstration of the Spirit and with power,
that is regeneration, and consequently the re-
newal of the will. 5. To question the im-
mediate action of divine power in the renewal
. of the will is to question the explicit testimony
of the seriptures: for «it is God who works
in believers both to will and to do; and much
more is it necessary he should work in the
whole soul in the regenerating act.

XXI. Regeneration includes the righteous-
ness of the truth. This righteousness is so
nearly allied to holiness, and so inseparable
from it, that it is difficult to distinguish the
one from the other. But it is evident, that
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a proper distinction exists; for the Spirit of
God uses no words without meaning. It
appears the term righteous, when applied to
God, denotes the essential rectitude of his
nature; but when applied to our Lord Jesus
Christ, in his mediatorial character, it ex-
presses his conformity to law in all respects,
as our surety. This righteousness being im-
puted is ‘not created in the soul in the re-
generating act, but a rectitude of soul is in-
‘fused, corresponding in nature, though not in
degree, to the essential rectitude of the divine -
nature, so far as such rectitude can be possessed
by a creature in an imperfect state. It is that
principle in the soul which leads to the exercise
of justice towards God and men. It must not,
therefore, be confounded with the righteous-
ness of Christ, which is its meritorious cause.
The imputed righteousness of Christ is “the
righteousness of persons, of believers, as in
Christ: it is the Saviour’s holiness in human
nature; his obedient life, and satisfactory suf-
ferings, imputed' to them; of this they glory
and boast: Is. xiv. 24, ¢In the Lord "have I
righteousness and strength.””> But the right-
eousness which is infused in regeneration is
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<the righteousness of their nature and life, as
renewed, assisted, and directed by the Spirit
of God: this they disclaim in the case of justi-
fication.”*

XXII. The righteousness then which is in-
fused in regeneration consists in a renewal of
the conscience, or moral sense. If the moral
sense operate in a right manner, and by a right
standard, it must necessarily make a man righ-
teous. “Having dur hearts purged from an
evil conseience,” Heb: x. 22, This mozral sense
is an essential faeulty of the soul - There was
in a state of .innocence an exact econformity
between the moral sense and the law which
was eon-created or written upon the soul in its
creation. The latter was the rule of operatiop
to the former.. Consequently, the soul of man
ia his primitive state 'was in. the possession
both of an intuitive knowledge of right and
wrong, and of an infallible standard of moral
deportment. Both these advantages are still
imperfectly possessed by all men, though ren-
dered nugatory, as respects saving operations
of mind, through depravity. This doctrine

* Brown of Haddington.
9
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the apostle proves by citing the example of the
Heathen, “which show the work of the law
written in their hearts, their consciences also
bearing witness,” &c. Rom. ii. 15." That is,
there is among the Heathen a universal intui-
tive judgment of right and wrong, rising above
the laws and customs of men, which demon-
strates the existence of conscience, and also
shows the law of God enstamped upon the soul
of man in his creation. The existence of this
moral sense will not be denied.* False sys-
tems of religion, no less than the true, prove
its existence. It is this, which constitutes man
a religious being, whether born in a Pagan,
Mohammedan, or Christian land. It is this,
which constitutes him a proper subject of mo-
ral obligation. It is the indestructible basis in
the soul, upon which God founds the claims of
his law upon the human race; which causes the
possession of the external means of grace to be
a blessing or a curse of infinite magnitude;
which, in short, constitutes the-adaptation of the
soul to be regenerated by means of the word

* Consult Wayland's Elements. of Moral Science.
Chap. II.
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of truth in the hand of the Spirit. Man is
conscious that he possesses a moral character,
and that all his thoughts and actions must be
either morally good, or morally bad, except
such as are in their own nature purely natural,
nor is it in his power wholly to divest himself
for any considerable length of time of this con-
sciousness. Neither that blindness of mind
which leads men to adopt an external and false
standard by which conscience is regulated, and
which is the origin of all the idolatry and su-
@ perstition in the world; nor that depravity
which impels them to violate its dictates, can
either obliterate it from the soul, or destroy its
binding obligation, or excuse their guilt.
XXIII Conscience, then, should not be con-
founded with the inherent sense of the being
of God.® The latter is the effect of the law

* An attempt was made in Germany several years ago,
1o prove that no inherent sense of God exists in the mind.
‘We refer to the history of Caspar Hauser, of whom it is
reported, that he was kept in solitary confinement, from
his birth, till he arrived at the age of manhood; was never
permitted to see the light of heaven, or a human shape;
nor to hear the sound of the human voice; and that, when
released, and instructed, he declared he had not the least
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written upon the heart, which law is the rule
of conseience. Both are so vitiated by de-
pravity that they are insufficient to bring back
the soul to God. Hence the necessity both of
divine revelation, and regeneration. For the
impression which the mind receives of the
being and character of God, whether true or
false, or by whatever means it is made, is al-
ways the standard of rule by which conscience
is regulated. The manifestation of the being
of God, in the works of creation and provi-
dence, is this rule to the Heathen; and the
violation of the dictates of conscience operating
by this rule, constitutes their actual transgres-
sion. ¢“Because that which may be known of
God is manifest to them; .. . .. so that they
are without excuse,”” Rom. i. 19, 20, So that
in every instance of error and immorality, in
Pagan lands, there is to a certain extent a wil-
Jul violation both of law and the dictates of
conscience,”” «They did not like to acknow-
ledge God,” Rom. i. 28. How much more

sense of God till it was ﬁught him., *This story, however,
if true, proves nothing farther than that means and oppor-
tunity are necessary for the exercise of the soul’s facul-
ties.
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strikingly is this truth seen in those who live
under the dispensation of the gospel, and yet
believe not. They violate conscience en-
lightened by the written word, and despise the
very word by which it has been enlightened.
Hence the powerful effect of the word upon
the natural conscience; by means of which sin-
ners are made a terror to themselves, Jer. xx.
4; nay, they are consumed with terrors, Ps.
Ixxxiii. 19. “Behold, ye despisers, and wonder
and perish,’’ Acts xiii. 41. Two things, then,
are necessary to constitute a natural man righ-
teous: 1. A removal of the depravity of the
conscience and its restoration to a right and
faithful exercise. “The conscience is purged,”
Heb. ix. 14, 2. A standard by which it ope-.
zates, which is the word of God; a true know-
ledge of which is communicated to the soul in
the regenerating act, “I will write my law in
their hearts,” Jer. xxxi. 33. Thus the soul is
made righteous, judges righteous judgment, and
performs righteous works.

XXIV. Regeneration includes the holiness
of the truth. This holiness is a moral cha-
racter the opposite of sin, which is the founda-
tion of a holy life. And although imperfect

9*
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in degree, it is nevertheless the impress of Je-
hovah’s own likeness upon the soul. Hence
the regenerate are said to be ¢ partakers of the
divine nature.”’ 2 Pet.i. 4. AsGod is glorious
in holiness, so this holiness is the glory of the
new-born soul. It adds a brilliant lustre to
the gifts and graces of the Spirit, and becomes
henceforth, to the new man, the object of su-
preme desire, and ardent pursuit; because, as it
increases in degree, by the right and diligent
use of divinely appointed means; so, in this
manner, it gradually arrives to a full, active con-
formity to the image of God. Thus its capa-
city for the enjoyment of God is enlarged, tilk
it « come in the unity of the faith, and of the-
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect.
man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ.”> Eph. iv. 13,

XXV. Regeneration includes saving faith,
as to its principle in the soul: its exercise, being
the instantaneous effect of its implantation, in
the regenerating act. This is evident from
several scriptures: but let one passage answer
the present purpose: ¢ As many as received
him, to them gave he power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on his
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name: who were born not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God.”” John i. 12,13,

XXVI. Italso includes all the saving graces
of the Holy Spirit, as to their being in the
soul. A perfect new creature has been pro-
duced, which, in the use of suitable means,
will go on to perfection, till it enter the man-
sions of the blessed, and appear in the presence
of God,in a glorlﬁed state. ' % Generation gives
the whole shape of the child, unless it be mon-
strous. God doth not produce monsters in
‘grace.”*

XXVIIL Finally, the mystical union between
Christ and believers is effected by, and included
in the regeneratmg act. For although the le-
gal union between Christ and his people is
-eternal, still they are born ¢« children of wrath
even as others,”” Eph. ii. 3: « Having no- hope,
and without God in the world,”” Eph. ii. 12,
till regenerated in their effectual calling. This
is the day of their espousal to Christ; the be-
ginning of a new and holy life; the dawn of
heavenly glory upon the soul. Of this mys-

* Charnock.
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tical union, the scriptures speak explicitly in
numerous places. « We are members of his
body, of his flesh, and of his bones.”” Eph. v.
80. «This is a great mystery; but I speak
eoncerning Christ and the church,” v. 32.
« And the glory which thou gavest me I have
given them; that they may be one, even as
we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that
they may be made perfect in one.” John xvii.
22,23. In regeneration this union is formed:
Christ unites himself to the soul by his life-
giving Spirit in the regenerating act, and the
soul unites itself to Christ by faith. Thus the
union is reciprocal, because the parties con-
cerned are mutually united; spiritual, in its own
nature, because it is effected by the Holy
Ghost; and mystical, because it cannot be com-
prehended by us. We know it is revealed;
we feel its effects. . But who shall declare this
secret work of God upon the souls of the re-
deemed? If his works of providence are a
profound mystery; (Ps, 1xxvii. 19,) much more
his works of grace.

XXVIIL, «Here, asmuch asany where, we
have great cause to acknowledge with the apos-
tle, that « without controversy, great is the
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mystery of godliness,” even so great, that it
could not have entered into « the heart of man
to conceive of it,”’ if God had not made it
known, in the gospel, by supernatural reve-
lation.

« One great mystery is, that the holy frame
and disposition whereby our souls are furnished
and enabled for immediate practice of the law,
must be obtained by receivingit out of Christ’s
fulness, as a thing already prepared and brought
to an existence for us in Christ, and treasured
up in him; and that as we are justified by a
righteousness wrought out in Christ, and im-
puted to us; so we are sanctified by such a holy
frame and qualifications as are first wrought
out and completed in Christ for us, and then
wrought in us. And as our natural corruption
was produced originally in the first Adam, and
propagated from him to us; so, our new na-
ture and holiness is first produced in Christ,
and derived from him to us, or as it were pro-
pagated. So that we are not all to work toge-
ther with Christ, in making or producing that
holy frame in us, but only to take it to our-
selves, and use it in our holy practice, as made
ready to our hands. Thus we have fellowship
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with Christ, in receiving that holy frame of
spirit that was originally in him: for fellow-
ship is, when several persons have the same
thing in common, 1 John i. 1,2, 8. This mys-
tery is so great, that notwithstanding all the
light of the gospel, we commonly think that
we must get a holy frame by producing it
anew in ourselves, and by forming and work-
ing it out of our own hearts. Therefore many
that are seriously devout, take a great deal of
pains to mortify their corrupt nature, and be-
get a holy frame of heart in themselves, by
striving earnestly to master their sinful lusts,
and by pressing vehemently upon their hearts,
many motives to godliness, labouring impor-
tunately to squeeze good qualifications out of
them, as oil out of a flint. They account, that
though they be justified by a righteousness
wrought out by Christ, yet they must be sanc-
tified by a holiness wrought out by them-
selves. And though out of humility, they are
willing to call it infused grace, yet they think
they must get the infusion of it by the same
manner of working, as if it were wholly ac-
quired by their own endeavours. . . . . Itis
by our being in Christ, and having Christ him-
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versal presence as he is God, but by such a
close union, as that we are one spirit 4nd one
flesh with him; which is a privilege peculiar
to those that are truly sanctified. I may well
call this a mystical union, because the apostle
calleth it a great mystery, in an epistle full of
mysteries, Eph. v. 22; intimating, that it is
eminently great above -many other mysteries.
-+« . We receive from Christa new holy
frame and nature, whereby we are enabled for
a holy practice, by union and fellowship with
him, in like manner. 1. As Christ lived in
our nature by the Father, John vi. 57. 2. As
we receive original sin and death propagated
to us from the first Adam, Rom. v. 12, 14,16,
17. 3. As the natural body receiveth sense,
motion and nourishment, from the head, Col.
ii. 16. 4, As the branch receiveth its sap,
juice and fructifying virtue from the vine,
John xv. 4, 5. 5. As the wife bringeth forth
fruit by virtue of her conjugal union with her
husband, Rom. vii. 4. 6. As stones become
a holy temple, by being built upon the foun-
dation, and joined with the chief corner-stone,
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1 Pet. ii. 4, 5,6. 7. As we receive the nou-
rishing virtue of bread by eating it, and of
wine, by drinking it, John vi. 51, 55, 57;
which last resemblance is used to seal to us our
communion with Christ in the Lord’s Supper.
Here are seven resemblances instanced, where-
of some do illustrate the mystery spoken of
more fully than others: all of them do some
way intimate, that our new life and holy na-
ture are first in Christ, and then in us, by a true
proper union and fellowship with him. If any
should urge, that the similitude of Adam and
his seed, and of married couples; do make
rather for a relative than a real union betwixt.
Christ and us: let them consider that all na--
tions are really made of one blood, which was
first in Adam, Acts xvii. 26; and that the first
woman was made out of the body of Adam,
and was really bone of his bone, and flesh of
his flesh. And by this first married couple,
the mystical union of Christ and his church,
is eminently resembled, Gen. ii. 20, 23, 24.

Eph. v. 30, 31, 32, And yet it supposeth both
these resemblances in the nearness and fulness
of them; because those that are joined to the
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Lord, are not only one flesh, but one spirit with
him.”*

XXIX. «The mystery of a doctrine does
not hinder it from being true. It is no objec-
tion against Christianity that there are things
in it beyond the grasp of resson. “We see
through a glass darkly.”” This does not make
it a heap of enthusiasm, a piece of priestcraft
in those that deliver it, or a blind implicit faith
in them that receive it, as will be seen by the
following particulars: 1. The difficulty or easi-
ness of a doctrine, does not make it the matter
of our faith, but we go entirely upon the suffi-
ciency of the evidence. 2. This obtains in
every part of life, and it is strange we-should
exclude it from religion. 3. 1t is no way unac-
countable that the nature and the designs of
God should be incomprehensible to us. 4. It
is necessary that our understanding should ho-
nour the revelation of God by a subjection, as
well as our wills by a compliance. 5. These
are not mysteries of man’s forging, but we
have them in the book of God. 6. They are
not concealed by any party or tribe among

* Marshall on Sanctification, pp. 52, 63, 54, 60, 61.
10
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us, but lie open to be seen and read of all
men. Therefore, 7. The design of preaching
them, is not to set up the tyranny of priests,
but to lead people to a veneration for their
God, a dependence upon him, and an applica-
tion to him.

«Jt is no argument against Christianity that
it is a mystery; because our believing of any
thing is not at all concerned in the difficulty
or easiness of a proposition, but in the suffi-
ciency of the evidence upon which it comes.
Timothy was to continue in the things he had
learned and been assured of, knowing of whom
he had learned them. 2 Tim. iii. 14.”*

* Bradbury’s Mystery of Godliness, pp. 49, 5.
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CHAPTER 1V.
THE MANNER OF REGENERATION.

1. The manner, then, by which the Spirit
works in the application of redemption is in-
explicable: above, though not contrary to our
reason. The trinity and unity of three per-
sons in the Godhead—the two distinct natures
and one person of Christ—and the mystical
union between Christ and believers, are three
mysterious facts revealed in the sacred wri-
~tings. These are corner stones on which the
whole system of Christian doctrines are
based; but against which all error is more or
less directly aimed. ¢ Deism, polytheism, and
atheism, are directly opposed to the first, and
consequently to the other two. Judaism, Ari-
anism, Sabellianism, and Socinianism, are di-
rectly opposed to the second, and consequently
to the first and third. All the errors and con-
fusion of doctrines which prevail among Chris-
tians, excepting on the questions which relate
to the external order of the Church, militate
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against the third; and if carried out consist-
ently, to their full length, would also indirectly
oppose the two first mysteries.”* If the view
of this writer be correct, then, on the one
hand, an accurate knowledge of the nature of
regeneration is no less essential to the well
being of the Christian church, than the know-
ledge of God; forit is itself the saving know-
ledge of God. So, on the other hand, all at-
tempts to explain the manner by which the
Spirit employs the instrumentality of the
word, in effecting this change, manifests the
highest degree of presumption. Consequently,
all experience has demonstrated the hazardous
enterprise of those who have engaged in such
attempts. The delusions into which the un-
dertaking has plunged them, are standing mo-
numents of their folly, which serve as beacons
of warning to others not to dash against the
rock upon which they made shipwreck of
faith, v

IL Although the manner of the Spirit’s ope-
ration in regeneration is a profound mystery
to us, being the «wisdom of God in a myste-

* Ely’s Contrast, pp. 138, 139.
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ry;”’ still there are some things connected with
it, which may be understood, and should be
attentively considered., We know it is such,
that the soul is wholly passive under the rege-
nerating act of the Spirit: that is, the soul has
no active agency in its production. ¢« All that
is meant by the soul being passive, is, that it
is not the agent of the change in question. Its
immediate and delightful turning unto God is
its own act; the state of mind which leads to
this act is produced directly by the Spirit of
God. Sure it is, that this change is in scripture
always referred to the Holy Spirit. It is the
soul that believes, repents, hopes, and fears;
but it is the Holy Spirit that regenerates. He
is the author of our faith and repentance by
[enabling and] inducing us to act, but no man
regenerates himself. The soul, although es-
sentially active, is still capable* of being acted
upon. It receives impressions from sensible

* It is believed, nothing more is intended, by the word
¢ capable,” than passive power, or simple adaptation; as it
is frequently used in this sense; but the reader will per-
ceive, by a reference to Chap. I Sect. V., that we have
adopted the words  adaptation " and ¢ suitableness,” be-
lieving them less liable to misapprehension.

10*
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objects, from other spirits, and from the Holy
Ghost. In every sensation there is an im-
pression made by some external object, and
the immediate knowledge which the mind
takes of the impression. As to the first point,
it is passive, or the subject; as to the second,
it is active, or the agent. These two are in-
deed inseparably connected, and so are regene-
ration and conversion.”* The Spirit’s work,
then, in the production of this change, accord-
ing to this writer, and in this he is undoubt-
edly correct, is so entirely sovereign and om-
nipotent in its first act, as to exclude the active
co-operation of the soul. This, however, does
not exclude, but supposes the adaptation of
its faculties to be thus acted upon. This adap-
tation could not be lost by the fall without a
change of the soul’s substance. It is similar
to the capacity of Adam’s body to receive in -
a passive way the soul which was hreathed
into it by the Almighty.

III. The remark in the above quotation,
that the soul « receives impressions from sen-
sible objects, from other spirits, and from the
Holy Ghost,” is true; but it conveys no addi-

* Biblical Repertory.
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tional light to the mind respecting the manner
of the Spirit’s work; and without explanation
is liable to serious misapprchension. We can
understand the manner by which the soul re-
ceives impressions from sensible objects and
from other spirits; but not the manner by
which it is impressed by the Holy Spirit. Sen-
sible objects are merely the occasion, but in no
proper sense the cause of impressions upon the
soul. They cannot be said to act upon the
soul in any manner. Other spirits impress the
soul merely by the power of suasion; and
while they are, in this sense, the cause of the
impression, they can exert no manner of influ-
- ence upon the soul beyond or above that sua-
sion. But the Holy Spirit operates upon the
soul, in the regenerating act, by the divine
omnipotent suasion of his own word, in a
manner no less incomprehensible than glorious,
infusing not only divine light, but spiritual life.
For such is the depravity of the soul, that it is
not only unable to receive this impression of
the Spirit, even in a passive way; but is also
necessarily inclined, by the reigning power of
that depravity, to make active resistance, till
the depravity be removed, by the Spirit’s in-
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fusion of the opposite principle of holiness.
When this is done, the soul becomes active ; it
co-operates with the word ; in which the Spirit
came into the soul; by which he effected the
change; and which he still employs in turning
the soul actively to himself; while the soul
voluntarily returns to God, being powerfully,
ineffably and sweetly drawn, without the least
coercion, by the continued working of the in-
dwelling Spirit. Is there any impression upon
the soul, any agency, like this, in nature?
Where is the mind of sufficient daring to ven-
ture an intrusion into this divine mystery? or
the pen sufficiently bold to undertake its solu-
tion? ¢The wind bloweth where it listeth,
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it
goeth: so is cvery one that is born of the
Spirit.”” John iii. 8.

IV. Regeneration is an instantaneous act.
The soul is either dead or alive ; haseither the
spirit of the flesh and the world, or the Spirit
of God; ¢is either in the state of grace or the
state of malediction; is either the child of God
or of the devil.””* ¢« Qur souls are necessarily
either in one state, or its opposite; and our

* Witsius.
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transition, therefore, from one to the other,
must be instantaneous; as when God said,
¢Let there be light, and there was light.””*
It is evident, then, there can be no intervening
state between that of life and death. & It may,
perhaps, be thought by some, that the differ-
ence between instantaneous and gradual rege-
neration is not important.”’t  But its import-
ance will be seen, on the one hand, in the argu-
ment against those who deny the instrumenta-
lity of the word, and against the Pelagians on
the other. For if it be instantaneous, the soul
cannot be active by assistance; and if it in-
clude the grace of faith, as we have seen it
does, then the doctrine of the instrumentality
of the word is established. This will be far-
ther seen by a perusal of Part II. It is certain
the Pelagian doctrine of regeneration, neces-
sarily implies that it is gradual. That doctrine
represents it as consisting in acts produced by
the presentation of motives; which presuppose
reasoning, comparison of objects, conviction
and choice; that it is brought about by the or-
dinary operation of truth upon the mind, and
of the mind again upon the truth. Their rege-

* Old and New Theology, p. 197. "t Ibid.
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neration is nothing more than conversion, or

the second act. They seem not to have the

least conception of the holy nature, which is -
communicated in regeneration, and which is

the source of those acts that they suppose to

be regeneration; but which are, indeed, its -
effects; and flow from it, even as a sweet foun-

tain is the source of streams like itself. «Of

course, gradual regeneration involves a denial

of total depravity, and the necessity of an en-

tire radical change of character. It fosters

pride and self-righteousness, and produces hos-

tility to those doctrines of grace, which distin-

guish the gospel from the religion of nature.

It is, in short, taking a step towards infideli-

ty.”* «Thou blind Pharisee! cleanse first

that which is within the cup and platter, that

the outside of them may be clean also.”” Matt.

xxiii, 26.

V. It has been said, that the manner in
which «“the word operates as an instrument
in this work, is a subject, which from its very
nature, can, and therefore should be understood
by us.” This is one of those radical errors,
from which proceed many pestilent delusions
that have almost banished true religion from a

* Old and New Theology, p. 197.
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large portion of the visible church. It is the
origin of innumerable metaphysical specula-
tions that have not only darkened counsel by
words without knowledge; but also perplexed
and involved the minds of men in inextrica-
ble labyrinths. These speculations have re-
sulted in the general prevalence of infidelity
-and immorality. Nor do the advocates of a
philosophic and liberal religion appear to be at
all disheartened by their numerous defeats, or
by the mischievous fruits of their labours,
- They must understand every thing, or they
will believe nothing ; as if they really suppose
nothing can exist beyond the compass of their
intellectual powers. The confidence and vani-
ty of the human mind is an incurable disease,
which pervades the whole soul, and which no-
thing except regenerating grace can eradicate,
¢¢ As thou knowest not what is the way of the
Spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb
of her that is with child; even so thou knowest
not the works of God, who maketh all,” Eccl.
xi. 5. «I will praise thee, for T am fearfully
and wonderfully made,” Ps, oxxxix. 14. “But
if those things which regard the origin of our
body, and the beginning of this animal life, are
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involved in such darkness as to frustrate the
inquiries of the most sagacious, how much
more involved, are the things that constitute
our spiritual regeneration, which none can
doubt to be mystery all over.”*

VI. The principle of life is too abstract to
be grasped by the human intellect. We only
know that God is its author; that it exists, be-
cause we see and feel its effects, and that it is
produced by means, or the employment of se-
condary and instrumental causes. But of the
manner of its production,‘we know nothing.
Is it then unphilosophical to maintain, on the
authority of the word of God,that means are
employed, but that we cannot understand the
manner of the operation of these means, in the
production of a principle, the nature of which
is incomprehensible? ~ And yet the ezisience of
this principle can no more be doubted than our
own existence, because it rests on the same
evidence,—namely, our consciousness. Is it
not rather unphilosophical to deny the exist-
ence of a revealed fact, which can neither be
proved nor disproved by human testimony, or
human reasoning? We know that God quick-

* Witsiuse
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ens the feetus in the womb of animals, by an
immediate, though ineffableexercise of Almighty
power, and that he doth not do this without
the use of means. We learn the same truth
in the vegetation of plants: the soil must be
prepared, the seed sown: and although there is
a natural tendency in the earth to vivify the
seed, which is not in the soul of the natural
man to become active by the word, yet it is
God that communicates the living principle, by
the additional means of light and heat and
moisture, in a manner inscrutable to us. In
the scriptures of truth we also learn that the
Spirit of God communicates the principle of
spiritual life to the souls of men formerly dead
in sin, by means of the word. “For this cause
thank we God without ceasing, because when
ye received the word of God, which ye heard
of us, ye received it not as the word of man,
but as it is in truth, the word of God, which
effectually worketh- also in you that believe,” 1
Thess. ii. 13. That is, they received it not
only as it is the word of God in opposition to
the doctrines of men, but also as operating
upon them in a manner differing essentially
from that by which the persuasion of one hu-
11.
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man mind acts upon another. 1t worked e ffec-
tually in them that believed. It was received
by divine power, and it continued to work by
divine power.

VII. The Spirit acts in soverelgnty He is
sovereign “ over the word which works; over
the soul wrought upon; over the time and
season of working;’’* and, it may be added,
rover the instrument which conveys the word;
and over the particular portion of the word
employed. «If the Spirit of God preach that
one or any such word to the soul, ¢God so
loved the world that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life,” John iii..
16, it will be cast down with the fear of pe-
rishing, and drawn out of itself by that, and.
raised up and drawn to Jesus Christ, by the
hope of everlasting life ; it will believe on him.
that it may have life, and be influenced with,
the love of God, and give itself to him, who.
so.loved the world, as to give his only begotten
Son to purchase for us that everlasting life.
“Thus may that word prove this immortal seed,,

* Flavel, Vol. 2, p. 299.
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which tt‘nough very often read and heard be-
fore, was but a dead letter.””* «The secret
counsel of the most High, though we must
adore with reverence, it is impossible for us
to comprehend. What influence this has upon
the final state of particular persons, no man in
the present life is, and probably no created
being shall ever be, able fully to explain.
This only we know, that, although its exe-
cution is infallibly certain, yet it is not such
as to take away the guilt of sin, or pEsSTROY
THE EFFICACY OF MEANS.”’}

VIII. Hence it ought not to be asserted,
that the manner in which ¢ the word operates
as an instrument in this work, is a subject,
which from its very nature, can, and therefore
should be understood by us.”” It is believed
the more intelligent and sober-minded people
of God, will unite in the condemnation of
such a sentiment. Its origin may be readily
traced to the presumptuous self-will of man,

«Intruding into those things which he hath

not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind.”
Col. i. 18.  Although apparently opposite, still

# Leighton on 2 Pet. i. 23, t Witherspoon,
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it belongs to that school of philosophical divi-
nity which asserts the independency of the
creature, maintains that the greatest good of
the creature is the supreme end of all the
works of God: that in this the holiness of
God consists: and that it would be sin in God

to make his own glory the end of his works, -

This is going one step beyond the old Tempter.
He only asserted that God ought to have made
the greatest good of the creature the end of
his works, not that he had done so. «Why
hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree
of the garden?—For God doth know that in
the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall
be opened; and ye shall be as gods, knowing
good and evil.” Gen. iii. 1, 5. But whatever
may be the speculations of men, let humble
Christians rejoice that they have an infallible
guide,—the Spirit of God, speaking in the
scriptures, and operating in their hearts. They
know that regeneration is one of the “deep
things of God,”” into which holy angels desire
to look. 1 Pet. i, 12. They have learned more
modesty in speaking of heavenly mysteries,
which involve the glory of God and their own
salvation. They will not thus rashly venture

4
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within the “bounds’’ which God has placed
around his throne, They know that a subject,
in the contemplation of which angels learn
¢ the manifold wisdom of God,” (Eph. iii. 10,)
neither can nor should be understood by us.
- They deplore that presumption of fallen men,
which attempts to reach the bounds, and fathom
the depths, and scan the heights of ¢ the un-
searchable riches of Christ,” Eph. iii. 8. «0
the depths of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable
are his Judgments, and his ways past ﬁndmg
out!” Rom. xi, 33.
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PART II.

THE WORD THE INSTRUMENT OF
REGENERATION.

CHAPTER I
STATE OF THE QUESTION.

Gop works by external means in the appli-
«ation of redemption. For although he «is
free to work without, above, and contrary to
them at pleasure,” still, « it pléased God by
the foolishness of preaching to save them that
believe,”” 1 Cor. i. 21: and thus to make the
gospel «the powER of God unto salvation, to
every one that believeth.”” Rom. i. 16.

I. The gospel, taken in its broadest signifi-
cation, is the external means of regeneration.
Strictly speaking, the gospel being a procla-
mation of the good tidings of a free pardon to
the guilty, is the reverse of the law. But in
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preaching the gospel the law must be pro-
claimed in conjunction with it, for various rea-
sons: 1. Asit is the rule of perfect and perpe-
tual obedience: ¢ Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all
thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.”
Luke x. 27. 2. As it is an exhibition of the
initial holiness communicated in the regene-
rating act, and without which no man shall see
the Lord. 3. Asit exacts its full penalty upon
transgressors: « The soul that sinneth, it shall
die.” Ezek. xviii. 4. “For the wages of sin
is death.” Rom. vi. 23. 4. Asit rewards the
righteous: % He shall reward every man ac-
cording to his works.” Matt. xvi. 27, 5. As
it commands faith in Christ: «This is his
commandment, that we should believe on his
Son Jesus Christ.” 1 Johniii.23. 6. Asitis
a rule of life to believers: ¢ Being not without
law to God, but under law to Christ.” 1 Cor.
ix.21. 7. Asitisthe measure of sanctification:
¢« Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who
walk in the law of the Lord.” Ps. cxix. 1. 8.
As it is in conjunction with the gospel, the
meansof sanctification: “Sanctify them through
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thy truth; thy word is truth.”” John xvii. 17.
9. As obedience to the law is the evidence of
regeneration: “ Whosoever is born of God
doth not commit sin.” 1 John iii. 9. Itis in.
this sense the terms ¢ gospel,”” and « word,”
are used indiscriminately in the present discus-
sion. The word, then, as it includes all that
portian of revealed truth which is moral in its
own nature, in opposition to positive institu-
tions, is the instrument of regeneration.

II. The word, however, is not a natural in-
strument, which operates necessarily as the sun
gives light; nor is it like a sharp knife which
necessarily cuts if applied to a suitable material
with sufficient power; but it is a moral instru-
ment in the hand of the Spirit, made efficacious
by Almighty power, in a manner unknown to
us. Consequently it is called the instrument
of regeneration, as it is the exzternal means em-
ployed by the Spirit in the proposition of spi-
ritual life, to the intellectual powers; and doc-
trinally the internal means of the conveyance
of that life into the soul, in the regenerating
act; for it is in this act the doctrine of the
word is indelibly imprinted upon the soul, and
the new creature brought into being. 1t is not
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supposed that the word, considered simply in
the letter of it as clothed in words, or as it
conveys ideas to the intellectual faculty, is the
instrument of regeneration. But it is so, as
the words are the words of the Holy Ghost,
and as the ideas are the wiLL of God. These
ideas are presented to the minds of all men,
who live under a gospel dispensation, by
reading and hearing the word. But they are -
presented to the mind by the same outward
and ordinary means as is any other subject of
human knowledge, and operate much in the
same way. Hence, though the word is God’s,
yet in this case, it is not God who speaks it
direetly to men. But in the regenerating act,
God himself presents these ideas to the mind,
that are a declaration of his will, which is
made efficient by omnipotent power. In the
preaching of the gospel, we have a general de-
claration of his will in the word, made indefi-
nitely to all who hear it; in the regenerating
act, we have a special declaration of his will
made to the soul in particular, through the word,
the doctrine of which is his will. Thus, his
will is made known to the soul through the
word; is efficacious through the word; and the
new creature which was not, now 1s. ¢ Be-
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cause the foolishness of God is wiser than men,
and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not
many wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not’ many noble, are called: But God
hath chosen the foolish things of the world, to
confound the wise; and God hath chosen the
weak things of the world, to confound the
things which are mighty; and base things of
the world, and things which are despised, hath
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to
bring to nought things which are; That no
flesh should glory in his presence.”” 1 Cor. i.
25—29.

III. It is vain then for men to speculate
about the mode in which divine creating
power operates, either in nature or grace. He
has told us his word is the declaration of his will,
by which he applies the blessings of redemp-
tion to his people; that in the regenerate it is
his will exercised. How childish and futile,
then, are the cavils and objections of men
against the divine mysteries, revealed in the
word! “The omnipotence of God, it must
be allowed, bears to every created power the
same relation of awful superiority, which his
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infinite wisdom and goodness bear to the hum-
ble knowledge and virtue of his creatures. . . .
In contemplating it, we consider only his will,
as the direct antecedent of those glorious effects
which the universe displays..... We con-
ceive only the divine will ilself, as if made visi-
ble to our imagination, and all nature at the
very moment rising round..... Such is the
great charm of the eelebrated passage of Ge-
nesis, descriptive of the creation of light. It
is from stating nothing more than the antece-
dent and consequent, that the majestic simpli-
city of the description is derived. God speaks,,
and it is done. We imagine nothing interme-
diate. In our highest contemplation of his.
power, we believe only, that, when he willed:
creation, a world arose; and that in all future-
time, his will to create cannot exist, without.
being followed by the instant rise into being of”
whatever he may have willed; that his will to-
destroy any thing, will be, in like manner, fol-
lowed by its non-existence; and his will to.
vary the course of things by miraculous appear—

ances.””*

*Brown's Philosophy, Vol. L pp. 74, 75.
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IV. It forms no part of the present design
to speak of the meritorious, or procuring cause
of regeneration, which is the rlghteousness of
Christ.

V. It forms no part of the present design to
speak of the efficient cause of regeneration; that
subject having been discussed in the ﬁrst part
of the work.

VI. Itisthen to the external means employed
by the Holy Ghost in the application of salva-
tion to his people that the present inquiry is
directed. These means are two-fold, direct or
principal, and indirect, or subordinate. - These
terms are selected for the want of better. By
direct means is intended the word as just ex-
plained. By indirect means are intended all
the positive institutions of scripture now in
force. Under the Old Testament economy of
the covenant, these were the Levitical ritual,
prophecy, occasional commands, like that given
to Moses in the wilderness to erect the brazen
serpent, and to the Syrian to wash in Jordan,
These positive institutions, though given in
part for the removal of temporal calamities,
were, nevertheless, typical of the positive in-
stitutions under the New Testament, which

12 ‘
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are the ministry of the word, sacraments, and
the external order of the church. These indi-
rect means are as variously employed as the
various dispensations of divine providence to-
wards nations, churches, families, and indivi-
duals, 1If it should be thought, the dispensa-
tions of divine providence ought to be ranked
with indirect means of grace, the author cannot
object. But he prefers to regard the provi-
dence of God as it furnishes instruments, oeca-
sions, and opportunities for the employment of
means; because through all the revolutiens
brought about in his mysterious providence,
since the canon of revelation was closed, posilive
institutions have been invariably the indirect,
and the word the direct means of regeneration.

VIL Thisdistinction between direct and in-
direct means is clearly marked in the serip-
tures. “For,”” says Paul, «I have begotten
you through the gospel.” 1 Cor. iv. 15. Paul
yas the medium through whom the word was
conveyed to the Corinthians: and thus he was
the instrument in the providence of God, of
eonstituting them into their church state, and
bringing them externally into a covenant rela-
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tion with God, by means of the gospel which
he had preached to them. But this was not
all. Some at least among'the Corinthians had
been regenerated: «“In Curist JEsus I have
begotten you through the gospel.” Here, again,
Paul’s agency must be limited to the ministry
of the word; yet both the begetting to a church
state, and to a new life, were effected “through
the gospel.” Se then, while Paul was the me-
dium through which the Holy Ghost conveyed
the word to the Cerinthians, the word was the
medium through which he eonveyed himself
into their hearts, in the regenerating act.
VIII. The positive institutions of the New
Testament, then, are either the medium of con-
veyance or helps to the word. The sacraments
are a symbolical representation to the senses of
the spiritual things revealed in the word; con-
sequently, they are helps to it, as they produce
in the minds of believers more lively and per-
manent impressions of divine things. They
are also dependent upon the instrumentality of
the word for any efficacy which may attend
their administration. In the case of adults,
faith in Christ, as he is revealed in the word, is
a mecessary prerequisite to a right reception of
baptism; and, in like manner, self-examinatioa
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by the word, is a necessary prerequisite to a
worthy participation in the Lord’s supper: and
these preparations can only be made by means
of the word.

IX. Some of the accasional commands under
the Jewish dispensation, as also under the per-
sonal ministry of our Lord, had in themselves
neither any adaptation or tendency to produce
the result which was effected by them; such
asthe command to the Syrian, and putting clay
upon the eyes of the blind man. No such
commands have place under the gospel dispen-
sation. Consequently, no argument can be
legitimately drawn from them against the
suitableness and tendency of the word to re-
generate; especially if it be kept in viéw that
the word is moral in its own nature, in oppo-
sition to all positive institutions. These occa-
sional commands do, indeed, illustrate the in-
efficacy of means when unattended by divine
power. Yet there is a tendency in the word
to regenerate, and, also a tendency.in positive
institutions to help the word, or rather to help
our apprehension of the word.

X. The word, then, is essentially different
from all positive institutions. They are founded
merely in the will of God: but that also in the

¢
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natare of GoM. God is free to act, ¢without,
above, or contrary” to means. But not con-
trary to those means which are moral in. their
own nature. God cannot lie, cannot deny him-
self. He cannot command the creature to have
any other God before him. Having decreed
in sovereignty to reveal himself to men, that
revelation could not be, as to the moral sub-
stance of it, otherwise than it is. Having de-
creed to give man a law defining and regulating
his duty to his Maker, that law, so far as it is
moral, could not be otherwise than itis. It
is founded in the nature of God, and adapted
to the nature of man. “The law of the Lord
is perfect.” Having decreed to save sinners,
through the satisfaction of a surety, that surety
and satisfaction could not be different from
what they are. ' Having decreed to save men by
the preachingof the gospel, that gospel could not
be essentially different from what it is. There-
fore, although the authority of God, speaking
in the word, is the formal reason of man’s obe-
dience, and sufficient to silence every objec-
tion, still the word was given in infinite wis-
. dom, and possesses a perfect adaptation to re-
generate the souls of men. ¢«For as the rain
12*



138 REGENERATION,

cometh down, and the snow, frods heaven, and
returneth not thither, but watereth the earth,
and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may
give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater;
8o shall my word be that goeth forth out of my
mouth: it shall not return unto me void; but it
shall accomplish that which 1 please, and it
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”’
Is. lv. 10, 11. ¢¢Henee it is evident that the

_gospel, considered simply as a moral means,
and independently of the divine constitution,
which has connected the influences of the Spirit
with the preaching of it, possesses a fitness, an
adaptation to the end proposed, which is not to
be found in any other part of the word.”*

XI. The doctrine of the instrumentality of
the word limits neither the power nor the
sovereignty of God. «But they plead, that it
is unworthy of the Spirit of God, to whom all
things ought to be subject, to he made subject
to the scripture. As though it were ignomi-
nious to the Holy Spirit to be every where
equal and uniform, in all things invariably con-
sistent with himself, If he were to be con-
formed to the rules of men, or of angels, or of

* Dick’s Theology, vol. 2, p. 351.



STATE OF THE QUESTION. 139

any other beings, 1 grant he might then be
considered as degraded, or even reduced to a
state of servitude; but while he is compared
with himself, and considered in himself, who
will assert that he is thereby injured? This is
bringing him to the test of examination. I
confess it is. But it is the way which he has
chosen for the confirmation of his majesty
among us. We ought to be satisfied, as soon
as he communicates himself to us. But, lest
the spirit of Satan- should insinuate himself
under his name, HE CHOOSES TO BE RECOG-
NISED BY US FROM HIS IMAGE, WHICH HE HATH
IMPRESSED IN THE scrIpTUREs.”’* Hence,
although God is free to act without means, yet
in the application of redemption he has been
pleased to bind himself and us to the use of his
word. “The Spirit acts not without the
word.”’t ‘

XII. This doctrine must not be extended to
other dispensationsof divine Providence, which
are the exeeution of God’s secret decrees. As
the decrees of God are never a rule of duty to

* Calvin’s Institutes, B. I., Chap. 9, Sec. 2.
t Turretine.
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us, 80 God has revealed nothing respecting the
means which he will use to bring about his
purposes, except incidental hints concerning
certain events -contained in the prophetical
portions of the word; which, however, are not
a rule of duty. So far is the secret providence
of God from being a rule of duty to us, that
God has prohibited us from regarding it in this
light. «He that observeth the wind, shall not
0W; and he that regardeth the clouds shall
notreap........ In the morning sow thy
seed, and in the evening withhold not thine
hand; for thou knowest not whether shall pros-
per, either this or that, or whether they both
shall be alike good.” Eccl. xi. 4,6. So the
sincerity and vigour of Abraham’s faith was
demonstrated by unshaken reliance on the pro-
mise of God at a time when his providence
appeared to be such as to render the accom-
plishment of the promise impossible. « He
staggered not at the promise, but was strong.in
faith, giving glory to God.”

XIII. God is free to act without, above, and
contrary to means and natural laws, in the exe-
cution of his purpoges, and in the fulfilment of
his promises to protect, preserve, and save his
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people from natural evil, and to punish their
enemies. Thus Mases was sustained forty days
upon mount Horeb without the ordinary use
 of food. Ex. xxxiv. 28. The human nature of
our Lord was also sustained in like manner
through the same period of time. Mat. iv. 2.
He arrested the natural course of the planets;
(Joshua x. 12;) and the stars fought against
Sisera, (Judges v. 20;) the shadow of the sun
upon the dial returned ten degrees backward;
(Is. xxxviii. 8;) lions were deprived of their
natural ferocity; (Dan. vi. 22;) and fire lost its
power to burn. Inallusion to such deliverances,
God declares by the prophet, «“I will save them
by the Lord their God, and will not save them
by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by horses,
nor by horsemen.” Hosea i. 7.

XIV. God is free to work in the regenerating
act without positive institutions, and also above,
though neither without, nor contrary to the
word. Considering the word in its true cha-
racter, as a moral institution, it would imply a
" contradiction, to suppose there can be any di-
vine saving operations in any way that would
militate against its appointment by God as the
means of regeneration. Even infants, although
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regenerated without any ezternal employment
of the word, in which respect only they differ
from adults, still we have reason to believe that
the doctrine of the word is written upon their
hearts, in the regenerating act, even as it is
upon the hearts of adults. The word being,
as we shall see in the next chapter, doctrinally,
the seminal principle of regeneration. Thus,
in the case of the thief upon the cross, positive
institutions were necessarily dispensed with,
on account of insurmountable obstacles in the
existing circumstances; yet the word was em-
ployed. So in the case of infants and persons
deprived of the exercise of their faculties. God
works above the external employment of the
word, on account of the present incapacity of
the subjects upon which he operates, but not
without nor contrary to it; for he employs it
internally, imprinting its doctrine upon the soul,
which will manifest itself by the soul’s employ-
ment of the word, as soon as the opportunity is
afforded, and the faculties are brought into in-
telligentexercise,either by their natural growth,
or by the translation of the soul to heaven.
«Before thou camest forth out of the womb, I
saactified thee.” Jer. i. 5, “When Elizabeth
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heard the salatation of Mary, the babe leaped
in her womb.”” Luke i. 41. It would do vio-
lence to these passages to restrict them wholly
to a sanctification or setting apart to office: for
it became manifest by the subsequent history,
both of Jeremiah and John the Baptist, that re-
generating grace was included in this sanctifi-
cation. In regenerating infants, then, the Holy
Ghost, without any ezternal proposition of the
word, of which they are incapable, imprints
internally its doctrine upon the soul, which
“they will come to the actual knowledge of],
by reading and hearing the word preached,”
‘when they grow up.”’* '
XYV. The exceptions to the use of means,
found in the scriptures, are such as establish
rather than weaken the doctrine of instrumen-
tality. These exceptions may be reduced to
several general heads: 1. God acts above, but
“not without, nor contrary to the word in the
case of infants and persens deprived of the
exercise of their faculties. 2. God acts without
positive institutions: (1.) In the absence of a
suitable opportunity, as in the case of the thief
upon the cross: (2.) In the absence of persons

* Witsius, vol. 2, p. 70.
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authorized to observe them in a lawful manner.
«Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt-offer-
ings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of
the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sa-
crifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.”” 1
Sam. xv. 22. 3. God acts without, above, and
contrary to the natural operation of cause and
effect, in such instances as the following: (1.)
In the execution of his secret will in certain
cases. (2.) In the deliverance of his people
out of difficulties from which they could not
be delivered if left under the natural operation
of cause and effect.” (3.) In the “signs® and
«“wonders” done for the revelation and confir-
mation of the scriptures. 4. God inspired men
in some cases, to reveal his will by an imme-
diate action upon the soul, without the employ-
ment of means. This kind of immediate action,
so far as known to us, is limited entirely to in-
spiration and other gifts connected with it,
«The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his
word was in my tongue.” 2 Sam. xxiii, 2. «I
certify you, brethren, that the gospel which
was preached of me, is not after man; for I
neither received it of man, neither was I taught
it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Gal.

il
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i. 11,12, Insuch cases, men were instruments
in the hand of God, not under the operation of
the ordinary laws of free-will, moral agency,
and accountability. Consequently this gift of
inspiration produced no effect upon the moral
character. Hence, “the Spirit of God came
upon” Balaam; (Num. xxiv. 2,) yet he re-
mained under the dominion of his covetous-
ness. Jude 11. - In regeneration God works
by means according to our rational nature as
accountable creatures: in inspiration he used
men as instruments in his hand, for the accom-
plishment of his purposes. The gift of inspi-
ration was also accompanied with other extra-
ordinary gifts of the Spirit, for the confirma-
tion of the truths revealed; such as “the word
of wisdom,”’—<«the word of knowledge,”—
faith, and the power of working miracles.
These gifts were all .communicated by the in-
ward working of the Spirit. 1 Cor. xii. 8—11.*

XVI. To deny then the instrumentality of
the word in the regenerating act is to confound
that act with inspiration, which Turretine de-

* For a lucid exposition of this passage, consult Maek-
night.

13
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nominates an “enthusiastic regeneration,”’*
Nor is this all; it overlooks the wonderful
works of God, which were performed through
many ages of the world, for the revelation and
establishment of his word, that the church
might be “perfect” as to means, “thoroughly

furnished for every good work;” it disregards.

the uniform tenor of divine providence, send-
ing the word as the means by which the church
has been established in every part of the world,

where it has existed; it leaves out-of view the

total cessation of the extraordinary gifts of the
Spirit as soon as the canon of revelation had
been completed and sealed up, and forgets the
standing command to try the spirits, because
many false prophets have gone out into the
world, 1 John iv. 1. In short, it opens the
door to every species of the wildest enthusiasm
and disorder,—it inculcates' that fanatical re-

generation, under whose shadowing wings Qua- )r
kerism, Mormonism, and every other similar ¥

delusion may find a secure asylum in the church

of God,—it is that imaginary regeneration

without a heart and life conformed to the

whole revealed will of Gad, which has in eve-

ry age slain its thousands, and in our day its
* De Vocatione et Fide, Quest. 4, Sec. 17.
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tens of thousands. “Regeneration js no delu-
sive, oraculous voice, sounding into the natural
ear, giving an imaginary idea and representa-
tion of Christ, as a man, so and so glorious and
comely: no; no: may God deliver his people
from such satanical delusions, too much sup-
ported by some in our day. But here there is
no sound of human voices, no sight of huma‘tlu)
shapes, but a spiritaal view of the glory of God ~/
in the face of Jesus Christ, as he is the wisdom /...

of God and the power of God; and a spiritual "~

hearing of his quickening word of grace in the
gospel, coming ‘not in word only, but in - .
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much '
assurance,” 1 Thess. i. 5. Others hear the -~
sound of words and syllables as well as they, -
but they do not hear the voice of the Son of -
God, touching, and reaching, catching, quick-
ening and captivating their whole soul,”*
XVIL The immediate operation of divine

povwer through the instrumentality of the word, . )
in the regenerating act, is a supernatural work, .

and therefore incomprehensible. But not J

more so than the produetion of animal and ";:
vegetable life. For, although the latter may -

be denominated a natural work in distinction
*# Sermon by Ralph Erskine, on John v. 25,

-



148 REGENERATION.

from regeneration, still the manner is equally
incomprehensible. This, indeed, is true of all
the works of God, which are effected through
the operation of second causes. Could the
doctrine of immediate action without instru-
mentality in regeneration be established, it
would effectually exclude all means from the
government of God, and destroy all responsi-
bility of the creature, Consequently, every
argument which has been or can be adduced
against the instrumentality of the word in re-
generation, will apply with equal force against
its instrumentality in the work of sanctification.
But the Lord sanctifies his people through the
truth, John xvii. 17.  Still it is the Spirit who
works in us both to will-and to do of his good
pleasure, (Phil. ii. 13,) by an immediate exer-
cise of the same divine power that he put forth
in the regenerating act. It is believed that
few will deny this doctrine; but, that you may
believe it, listen attentively to God’s unerring
testimony 'in the scriptures: ¢ Strengthened
with all might according to his glorious
power,”’ Col. i. 11. « Wherefore, also, we pray
always for you, that our God would count you
worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good
pleasure of his goodness, and THE WORK OF
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FYAITH WITH POWER; that the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye
in him, according to the grace of our God and
the Lord Jesus Christ,’”” 2 Thess. i. 11, 12.
* «Thatye may know what is the exceeding great-
ness of his power to usward who believe, ac-
cording to the working of his mighty power,
which he wrought in Christ, when he raised
him from the dead,” &ec. Eph. i. 18—20.
“Who are kept by THE PoWER oF Gob, through
faith unto salvation,” 1 Pet. i. 5.

XVIIL The point at present in controversy
then is not,—1. How the Spirit works in the
regenerating act, his action being supernatural
and mysterious. 2. Nor how the soul operates
by the word in this act, for it is effected ante-
cedently, “at least in the order of nature to
any act of grace put forth by us.”” 3. Nor
how the word operates, for it does not operate
effectually by itself; it is not active, considered
as separate from the Spirit. But the Spirit
employs it, and gives it efficacy in the regene-
rating act, which being a supernatural work,
the manner of the word’s operation in the.
hand of the Spirit, must also necessarily lie
beyond the sphere of human observation. But

13*
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the question is,—Doks THE HoLy SPIRIT AL-
WAYS EMPLOY EXTERNALLY ‘‘THE WORD OF
TRUTH,” IN THE VERY ACT OF REGENERATING
ADULTS, WHO ARE IN THE EXERCISE OF THEIR
racurries? This question, the reader will
find answered in the affirmative -in the next
chapter.

CHAPTER IL

THE WORD PROVED TO BE THE INSTRUMENT
OF REGENERATION.

Having divested the question of extraneous
matters, the reader will be able to weigh the
direct and pasitive testimony of the scriptures,
without any unnecessary incumbrance.

I. It may tend to the removal of prejudices
to call attention by way of introduction to the
divine procedure in the natural world. This
is so elearly marked by the use of means, that,
reasoning from analogy, we might readily con-
clude, that the employment of means is a uni-
versal principlein the moral government of God.
His word was employed in the creation of all
things out of nothing: « God said, Let there be
light, and there was light.”” Gen. i. 3. « Let his

’
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angels, all his hosts, sun, moon, stars,‘heaven
of heavens, and the waters above the heavens,
~ praise the name of the Lord; for he commanded,

and they were created.” Ps.' exlviii. 2—5.
The word was employed in the creation of
Adam and Eve; and although it is in God we
“live and move and have our being,” still our
life is sustained by the constant use of many
means, the removal of which would be speedi-
ly fo]lowed with death, Therefore, « through
faith, we understand that the worlds were
, framed by the word of God.”” Heb. xi. 3. It
is worthy of ebservation, that the apostle adopts
the same phraseology in describing the appli-
cation of redemption: « God, who commanded
the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined
in our hearts to give the light of the know-
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ.” 2 Cor. iv. 6. An attempt is made to
neutralize the force of these testimonies by the
suggestion that the words were not actually
spoken; or if spoken, they were nothing more
than the expression of divine power. But
this is a violation of a long established rule of
criticism, which prohibits the conversion of
simple narrative into metaphor. It gives too
much countenance to that class of mystical
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“

critics who ‘have converted the whole history
of Moses into an a]]egory '
II. The wor,d is, doctrinally,-the seminal
principle, or internal means of regeneration,
1t exhibits to the intellectual faculty the image
of the things imprinted on the soul in the re-
generating act.  So that the indelible impres-
sion upon the soul, or the infusion into it of
the doctrinal principles of the word, is the in-
ternal means of regeneration. This writing
the law upon the heart, this restoring the lost
image of God, this putting into the soul the
word as the foundation of faith, must necessa-
rily be followed with activity. And whether
there be a conjoint operation of divine power,
both by the word, and also immediately and
distinctly from the word, cannot be known by
us. That there is an immediate action by and
with the word is certain. But that there is
an immediate action distinct from the word,
cannot be positively proved; and should not be
asserted; for it is a thing too high for us. But
the language of scripture, while it warns us
notto intrude into this mystery, clearly teaches
us that there is no regenerating work of the
Spirit, except through the word in some way
written in the soul. It is stoutly argued, that
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Turretine teaches the dogtrine of an immediate
action upon the soul, without or independent of
this operation by the word, fitting the faculties
for an active reception of the word. His
words, -literally translated, are as follow:—
« Acting in the word morally by the revelation
and persuasion of the object, (the word;) ope-

" rating in the heart efficaciously and hyperphy-

’

sically, by the infusion. of good habits, the
creation of a new heart, and the powerful im-
pression of the object proposed.” Again;
¢ So the Spirit indeed is correctly said not ta

. operate without the word but not by the word

only, but also immediately and distinctly from
the word.”* From these extracts, it will be
seen that Turretine has been misapprehended.
For he. asserts again and -again the doctrine,
that ¢«‘the Spirit acts not without the word,”
consequently not independent of the operatxon
by the word, When he says the Spirit «acts
immediately and distinctly from the word,” he
evidently interds nothing more than that the .
word is always inefficacious without the action
of the Spirit. Any other construction would
make Turretine contradict hlmself But if

* De Vocatlone et Flde, Quest, 4. Sgc. 17, 23, '

.
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his language does really teach the sentiment
that is ascribed to it, then it is clearly unscrip-
tural. It is an attempt to explain that which
is supernatural, and which God "has declared
to be incomprehensible to us. For the scrip-
tures not only declare the manner of the Spi-
rit’s work, but also the manner of the opera-
tion of the word, to be alike mysterious.
These are the deep things of God. «The
kingdom of heaven is as if a man should cast
seed into the ground, .. .. and the seed
should spring and grow up, HE KNOWETH NoT
mow.” Mark iv, 26, 27. ‘

III. If the fore-cited text be duly consi-
dered, it will be seen, that Turretine, though
a bulwark of orthodoxy, has either been mis-
apprehended, or he has in this instance given
us the result of his own reasoning powers, in-
stead of the Spirit’s testimony. But taking his
words in the greatest latitude, they do not
amount to a denial of the instrumentality of the
word in the regenerating act. However, the
language of the venerable Westminster Assem-
bly is far preferable, as it is clearly scriptural:
¢« The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but
especially the'preaching of the word, an EFFEC-
TUAL MEANS of enlightening, convincing and
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converting sinners.””*  So far as human autho-
rity may be allowed to influence the mind, the
authority of the Assembly should certainly be
held paramount to that of any individual, how-
ever eminent he may be. The Spirit of God is
in the ward, and the werd is from the Spirit,
in the regenerating act. The word comes not
in word only, but in power, and 1~ the Holy
Ghost.”” 1 Thess. i. 5. “This only would I
learn of you: received ye the Spirit by the
works of the law, or BY THE HEARING oOF
FarTH?” Gal. iii. 2. The language of Turre-
tine, in the sense ascribed to it, is to be reject-
ed; because, if true, it cannot be proved true;
because it is an attempt to explain that which
God has taught us cannot be explained; and
because it gives too much countenance to that
« enthusiastic regeneration,”” which he so just-
ly condemns. - For the gospel «is the rowEr
of God unto salvation.” Rom.i.16. And the
apostle tells the Corinthians his solicitude was
so great, that their faith should stand in the
rowER of God, that he declared the things of
the gospel only in the words which the Holy

* Compare Question 155 of the Larger Catechism with
Question 89 of the Shorter.



156 INSTRUMENT OF

Ghost taught him. 1 Cor. ii. Compare vérses
5th and 13th. If then the words of scripture
are the powER oF Gobp, when communicated
internally and doctrinally to the souls of men
by the Holy Spirit, who can prove that the
Spirit “ operates distinctly from the word?”
Surely none. Much less can it be proved that
the Spirit operates without the word. Hence,
¢« though men may be able to withstand the in-
fluence of the word, when spoken by men,
they cannot withstand it, when savingly ap-
plied by the Holy Ghost.* The word, then,
when applied to the soul by Almighty power,
is made active, communicates new life, in the
regenerating act, and “grows up” in sanctifi-
cation, in a manner we kNow NoT HOw! Great
is the mystery of godliness' and Christ « be-
lieved on in the world * is not the least part of
this mystery.

IV. But although Turretine’s language,
quoted in the preceding section, may be liable
to misapprehension, still it is evident from the
connexion and uniform tendency of his doc-
trine, that he gives no countenante to an en-

* Brown’s Body of Divinity, p. 354.
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° thusmstlc regeneration, nor to any gracious
\ work of the Spirit distinct from the word. For
é in the same section, which contains the objec-
tionable words, he throws in the following
. ) caution:—¢ Let no man invent to himself an
;(enthusmstxc regeneration, because the Spirit
{ acts not without the word, at least in the usual
\ and common method of acting, which he em-_
ploys towards adults. r]?ﬁ-t that he is able to °
§ operate extraordinarily without the word, by
4N\ secret motions and internal inspirations, as’
was frequently done towards inspired men, ;
deonvevoros, N0 one, 1 suppose, will doubt or}
. deny. 4 Nevertheless, the reason and causalityj
of eagﬁ is not the same.”* Again: “God
wills to act here [in regeneration] in a manner
'3 suitable to our rational nature, and according
to the apostle, Rom. x. 17. It is certain the
word must necessarily concur with the Spirit,
in order to our conversion, according to the
order of God and the constitution of the cove-
nant of grace, Is. lix. 21; and that without the
word the Spirit does not work conversion in

* See Part 1., chap. 1., Sec. xv. of this work, where
the difference here hinted at by Turretine, is pointed
out.

14
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adults.* 1f such a man as Turretine failed in
the attempt to describe the manner in which
the word operates in regeneration, it should
teach us more modesty; especially, if in addi-
tion to this, it be remembered that every simi-
lar attempt has proved abortive; and, in many
instances, this temerity has been punished with
fatal delusions.

V. The word is frequently called seed. In
the passage already quoted, (Mark iv. 26, 27,)
it is said to “spring and grow up.”’ An at-
tempt, however, is made to evade the force of
this testimony, by referring the term seed to
the principle of regeneration. ¢Whosoever is
born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed
remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because
he is born of God.”” 1 John iii. 9. 1t is true,
the word seed is used figuratively to express
its.product. In a natural sense the Jews are
the seed of Abraham; which seed our Lord

* Deus agere hic velit modo nature rationali cenve-
nienti, et juxta Apostolum. Rom, x, 17. Certum est
verbum necessario concurrere debere cum Spiritu ad
nostri conversionem ex ordine Dei, et feederis gratie
constitutione. Is. lix. 21, et sing eo Spiritam in adultis
illam non operati.—Tom. 2, p. 573.
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took upon himself. In a pactional sense, be-
lievers are called the sged of Abraham, as they
are interested in the covenant which was made
with him. In a more proper sense, believers
are the spiritual seed of Christ. Butin 1 John
iii. 9, it may be observed, there appears to be
a distinction between the seed and the regene-
rating principle. 1. He doth not sin, because
his seed remaineth in him. 2. He cannot sin,
because he is begotten of God. Here the prin-
ciple of regeneration appears to be the reason
why he cannot sin; and the seed the reason
why he doth not will to sin, or the means by
which he is preserved from sin. This is en-
tirely scriptural. «By the word of thy lips, I
have kept me from the paths of the destroyer.”
Ps. xvii. 4. “Thy word have I hid in mine
heart, that I might not offend against thee.” Ps.
cxix. 11. Macknight thus paraphrases the pas-
sage:—“Whosoever hath been begotten of God,
being renewed in his nature, doth not commit
sin habitually; because God’s seed of the word
abideth iu him: and he cannot sin habitually;
because he hath been begotten of God, and
possesseth the moral qualities of his Father.”
But there need be no contention here, for
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should the sense given to the passage by our
opponents be admitted, it cannot help their
cause, the word being in Mark iv. 26, 27, and
elsewhere, unequivocally called the seed of re-
generation. :

VI. Itis also contended that the phrase, «in-
corruptible seed,” 1 Pet. i. 23, in like manner,
denotes the principle of regeneration. Should
this be admitted against the uniform current of
testimony, still it is by the word that the prin-"
ciple is produced. The passage may be, and
has been thus translated: “Having been re-
generated, not of corruptible seed, but of in-
corruptible, through the word of the living God.”
It is admitted the last clause may with equal
propriety be read, “through the word of God
who liveth,”” &c. But this does not affect the
doctrine of the passage. For the apostle adds,
in the 25th verse,—« This is the word, which
by the gospel is preached unto you.”” The
apostle evidently draws a comparison between
the seed by which the human body is pro-
duced, and the word as it is the means of re-
generation. That is from man, who being
corrupt flesh, is as grass: This is from God,
who is incorruptible and eternal. That pro-
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duces an offspring corrupt and perishing like-
itself: This produces an offspring incorruptible

and immortal like itself. But, that the word

is intended ir Mark iv. 26, 27, is placed be-

yond all controversy by a reference to the
parallel passage in the thirteenth chapter of
Matthew. There,it is seed which «fell by the

way-side,”’—¢“upon stony places,”’—“among
thorns,”—and “into goed ground.” It is not

supposed that any will contend that the seed

here is the principle of regeneration. See also,

Luke viii. 11: «The seed is the word of God.”

And that which fell upon “good ground”

represents persons already regenerated, who,

in an honest and good heart, having heard the

word, keep it and ¢bring forth fruit with pa-

tience.”” v. 15.

VII1. But James i. 18, effectually settles this
controversy: “Of his own will begat he us
with the word of truth.”” The Greek word
amsunee, here translated begat, denotes impreg-
nation. The passage may be thus read: « Of his
own will he hath impregnated us with the word
of truth.”” It is surely the seed that impreg-
nates, which is here called « the word of truth,”
And that the “word” is ta be understood as

14*
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explained above, in the first chapter of this
part of the work, is evident from the following
verses, where it is the. word which Christians
must be swift to hear and ready to obey. « Let
every man be swift to hear,” ver. 19: “Be ye
doers of the word, and not hearers only,”’
ver. 22. This exposition of the passage is so
uniformly sustained by the concurrent testi-
mony of orthodox writers, that the citation of
particular' names is altogether unnecessary.
VIII. Jamesi. 21, is also equally conclusive:
“Receive with meekness the engrafted [or
implanted sugvrov,] word, which is able to save
your souls.” This passage is an exhertation
to Christians to make a right improvement of
the word, which had been engrafted into their
souls in the regenerating act spoken of in the
18th verse. Whether sugvror be translated en-
grafted or implanted, the doctrine is the same:
If thelformer, then it is an allusion to a well
known fact in grafting trees that the engrafted
scion changes the nature of the parent stock,
causing it to produce fruit of the nature of the
scion. Not only a proof that the doctrine of
the word is engrafted into the soul in the rege-
nerating act; but also a beautiful illustration of
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the power of the word in carrying on the
work of sanctification till the soul is fully con-
formed to it. If the term implanted should be
preferred, then it is a continuation of the me-
taphor of seed, to which reference had been
made in the 18th verse.

IX. Romans vi. 17, is equally conclusive:
¢« Ye have obeyed from the heart the form of
doctrine which was-delivered unto you.”” Or,
« Ye have obeyed from the heart the mould of
doctrine into which ye had been cast,”” or de-
livered : vanxovsare ax xagdiag aig ov magsdobyre TUTOY
ddayne. This language represents the soul as
receiving a new nature by receiving the im-
press of the word, and having its moral linea-
ments fashioned into the doctrine of the word,
even as metal receives the form of the mould
into which it is cast. The heart being thus -
changed, by the Spirit through the instru-
mentality of the word, the whole soul, as a
necessary consequence, obeyed the word from
the heart; that is, truly and sincerely. There-
fore, the regenerate are said to be created in
the knowledge, righteousness and holiness of
THE TRUTH.”
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X. Romans vii. 9, teaches the same doc-
trine: I was alive without the law once, but
when the commandment came, sin revived,
and I died.” The apostle certainly speaks of
the change which passed upon him in the re-
generating act. When he «heard a voice say-
ing unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou
me?”’ and knew that that voice was the voice of
Jesus, he was born again. A saving conviction
of sin flashed into his mind with the celerity
of lightning; for by those words of Jesus, the
doctrine of the law, of which he before had an
intellectual knowledge, was written upon his
soul, Paul is a new creature, and as instan-
taneously as it is possible for mind to act
from conviction, “trembling and astonished,”
he cries out, “Lord, what wilt thou have me
to do?”” Nor did the extraordinary circum-
stances attending this effectual call of the apos-
tle affect, in any way, its nature or manner.
Accordingly, we find that Lydia first heard
the word, the Lord then opened her heart,
“that she attended to the things which were
spoken.”” If then the word be not the instru-
mental cause of regeneration, why was it, in
these instances, and in every other recorded
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in scripture, first spoken? It is then clearly
manifest that a law work upon the intellectual
faculties is, at least, in the order of nature, a
necessary antecedent to regeneration. With-
out this, men are alive to a false hope, founded
in their own fancied righteousness: «I was
alive without the law.”

XI. The doctrine of this chapter is farther
confirmed by several expressions in Ps. 119.
“Thy word hath quickened me,” ver. 50. It
is admitted this passage has a direct reference
to the renewal of the believer’s decayed exer-
cise of grace: still no good reason can be as-
signed for excluding the idea of grace in its
first communication to the soul. For the He-
brew word here translated quickened, is the
same that is translated lLiveth, in the often re-
peated phrase of scripture,—¢“as the Lord
liveth.”> While, however, the 50th verse has
a primary reference to a renewed exercise of
grace, the 93d verse has obviously a direct re-
ference to the regenerating act: «I will never

_forget thy precepts: for with them, thou hast
quickened me.”” Hence, he adds, in the next
verse,—] am thine.” But the 130th verse
is still more explicit :—¢ The entrance of thy
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word giveth light; it giveth understanding
unto the simple.’”> When is it that sinners
receive “light in the Lord ?” Certainly in the
regenerating act; and it is here explicitly said
that the entrance of the word gives this light,
When do sinners, who are denominated fools
in scripture, become wise? Certainly in the
regenerating act; and it is here said that the
word gives wisdom to fools: «It giveth un-
derstanding unto the simple.”” It is then ob-
viously a perversion of scripture to restrict
this passage to the progressive work of grace
in sanctification. Those who deny this con-
struction of the 93d verse, may be required to
show when divine light is first communicated
to the soul. If it be not first 1~ the regene-
rating act, then regeneration does not include
divine illumination. The soul is not enlight-
ened by thatact. This is admitted by Inquiro,
who tells us that the Spirit “first gives the
new heart, and then writes the law upon the
heart,” Thus he expressly contradicts the
apostle, who tells us that the regenerate are
CREATED IN THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH.
Divine illumination is then a constituent part
of the new creation.
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XII. Instrumental causality is ascribed to
the word:—¢« The law of the Lord is perfect,
converting the soul.” Ps. xix. 7. « Thy word
hath quickened me.” Ps. cxix. 5. It is « the
power of God unto salvation.”” Rom. i. 16.
Also the rod of Christ’s power; that power by
which his people are made willing. Ps. cx.
2, 3. Accordingly the saving knowledge of
God is represented as the effect of writing the
law upon the heart. In the eighth chapter of
the epistle to the Hebrews, we have a compa-
rison between the ancient economy of the
covenant as it was ratified at Sinai, and the
New Testament economy. Many of those
who entered into the covenant at Sinai fell
through unbelief, as many still do, who profess
the name of Christ. But to remove the fears
and encourage the faith of true believers, the
apostle assures them, verse 10, that the law,
according to ancient promise, had now been
written upon their hearts. Consequently, ver.
11, as the necessary effect of writing the law
upon the heart, «they shall not teach every
man his neighbour and every man his brother,
saying, Know the Lord; for all shall know me
from the least to the greatest.” Again: As
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«it is written in the prophets, and they shall
all be taught of God.” John vi. 45. It may,
then, be safely concluded, in the language of
a judicious divine,—¢ As God will have his
Son‘ honoured, in the whole progress and per-
fection of grace, as the meritorious cause; the
efficacy of the Spirit, as the efficient cause;
so he will have the word, IN EVERY STEP TO
" HEAVEN, honoured as the instrumental cause.”*

XIII. The external call by the gospel, and
the effectual call by the Spirit, the latter of
which is regeneration, are conjointly expressed
by the term called. Rom. viii. 28: « We know
that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called (re-
generated,) according to his purpose.” Verse
30: “ Whom he did predestinate, them he also
called (regenerated;) and whom he called (rege-
nerated) them he also justified.” &c. Heb. ix.
15: “And for this cause he is the Mediator
of the new testament, that by means of death,
for the redemption of the transgressions that
were under the first testament, they which are
called (regenerated) might receive the promise

* Charnock.
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of eternal inheritance.”” 1t is certain the term
called in each of the above instances includes
regeneration. For «all things*’ do not « work
" together for good” to those who are only
called externally, neither aré they ¢ justified,”
nor do they “receive the promise of eternal
inheritance.” But every Calvinist will admit
that regeneration is here included in the term
called. And we hazard nothing by maintain-
ing that regeneration is here expressed by the
name of the instrument which the Spirit em-
ploys in effecting it, namely, the call of the
gospel, This is also according to analogy; for
we find the doctrine of the gospel, which, as
it exhibits Christ, is the object of faith, ex-
pressed by the term faith: « Earnestly contend
for the faith,” &c. Jude 3. Here the instru-
ment is called by the name of that which is
produced by it. In Romans iv. 3, we have a
case precisely parallel: ¢ Abraham believed God,
and it was counted unto him for righteous-
ness.”” Here it is said that Abraham’s belief,
or faith, was counted to him for righteousness.
But every sound divine will maintain that it
was the righteousness of Christ which was
counted or imputed to Abraham, and conse-
- 15
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quently that the instrument is put for that.
which was effected by it; or that faith' was.
imputed to Abraham as it included its object,
the righteousness of Christ. The called of”
God, then, are the regenerated of God, which
is expressive of their regeneration by the in-
strumentality of the gospel call. Hence the
Westminster Assembly included regeneration
in the phrase «effectual calling,”” and for this.
they had the authority of the Spirit of God.
These facts ought for ever to settle the contro--
versy about the instrumentality of the word
in regeneration, with all who receive the scrip--
tures as a revelation from God, but especially
with those who have professed to reccive ‘the
Westminster Confession and Catechisms, as a
faithful exhibition of scriptural doctrine. The:
words,—¢ He maketh the reading, but espe-
cially the preaching of the word an effectual
means,”” are- equally significant. They teach
us, it never entered into the: imagination of
that venerable assembly that the Spirit of God
does not employ the word in the very act of re--
generation. They never entertained any other
thought than that the Holy Spirit employed the
word, in the application of redemption in all.
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its parts. And the word of God fully sustains
‘the Assembly..

XIV. The truth is, the gospel should be con-
-sidered,—1. . As an indefinite declaration to the
lost world of ‘mankind that. salvation is prof-
fered to them through a crucified Redcemer,
.and as.a call upon them to receive him and be
saved. 2. As the special voice of Christ
-spoken immediately by the Spirit to the soul,
which is always effectual. The call is ad-
-dressed only in the first way, to those who
reject it. In the case of the regenerate, it is
addressed in both these ways. The indefinite
-call is expressed in these words:—¢ Unto you,
‘0 men, [ call, and my voice is to the sons of
man;”’ Prov. viii. 4, and almost every where
-throughout the scriptures. Concerning this
call, our Lord says,—¢¢Because I have called
and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand
and no man regarded; but ye have set at
nought all my counsel and would none of my
reproof, 1 also will laugh at your calamity, I
will mock when your fear cometh, &c. Prov.
i. 24—26. The speeial call we have in these
words:—¢ Thus saith theLord that created
thee, O Jacob, and that formed thee, O Israel,
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Fear not; for I have redeemed thee, I have
called thee by thy name; thou art mine.’”
Isaiah xliii. 1. To call one by name certainly
denotes a special and immediate call. Again,
« Hearken unto me, O Jacob, and Israel my
called.” Isaiah xlviii. 12. This specjal call is
always the efficient will of God; the former is
only his declarative will. But this special call
always comes to adults of sane mind 1x the
indefinite call; at least there is not a hint in
.the Bible, nor a solitary example, that it ever
came in any other way; but many indubitable
proofs that this is the only way. Hence when
the Spirit of God comes speaking in that
word, which perhaps had been often heard by
the ear and received into the intellect,—
« Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the
dead,” (Eph. v. 14,) the soul lives. Thus God
calls things which are not, and they are. But,
« How shall they believe in him of whom they
have not heard?”” Rom. x. 14. Hence, ¢«“We
testify against the blasphemy of those on the
one hand, who, pretending to hold by the
word, deny and ridicule the work of the Spi-
rit, in opening and applying it to the hearers
of the gospel: and that of those, on the other
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hand, who, under pretence of magnifying the
work of the Spirit, despise and neglect the
word, by which he works in renewing and
callipg sinners, and in preparing believers for
the inheritance of the saints in light.”’*

XV. «But God is pleased to help us, when
at a stand, to gp on forward, by revealing two
rmeans or instruments whereby his Spirit ac-
» complisheth the mystical union and fellowship
-between Christ and us, and whereby rational
-creatures are capable of attaining thereunto by
-his Spirit working in them.

“Oneof these means is the gospel of the grace
-of God; wherein God doth make known to
-us the unsearchable riches of Christ, and Christ
:in us, the hope of glory, Eph. iii. 8, Col. i. 27;
-and doth also invite us and command us to be-
lieve on Christ for his salvation, and doth en-
~courage us by a free promise of that salvation,
:to all that believe on him, Acts xiv. 31, Rom.
X. 9, 11.—This is God’s own instrument of

’ .conveyance, wherein he sendeth Christ to us,
4o bless us with his salvation, Acts iii. 26. It
is the ministration of the Spirit and of righ-

* Testimony of the Associate Presbyterian Church,
-p. 143,
15*
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teousness, 2 Cor. iii. 6, 8, 9. Faith cometh by
the hearing of it; and therefore it is the great
instrument whereby we are begotten in Christ,
and he is forined in us, Rom. x. 16,17. 1 Cor.
iv. 15. Gal iv. 19.—~There is no need for us,
to say in our hearts, ¢ Who will ascend into
heaven, to bring Christ down from aboye? or,
who shall descend into the deep, to bring Christ
up from the dead,’ that we may be united,
and have fellowship with him in his death and
resurrection? for, the word is nigh to us, the )(
gospel, the word of faith in which Christ him-
self graciously condescendeth to be nigh to us;
so that we may come at him there, without
going any farther, if we desire to be joined to
him, Rom. x. 6, 7, 8.

«The other of these means is faith, that is
wrought in us by the gospel. This is our in-
strument of reception whereby the union be-
tween Christ and us is accomplished on our
part, by our actual receiving Christ himself,
with all his fulness, into our heart; which
is the principal subject of the present ex-
planation.”*

({ y /‘*Marshall on Sanctnﬁoatpqn, PPy 67 I(i
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* XV1. Grace and peace are given {o sinners
through the knowledge of God. 2 Pet. i, 2.
Men escape the pollutions of the world through
the instrumentality of this knowledge. 2 Pet.
ii. 20. The knowledge of God is eternal life.
John xvii. 3. The word is a fire to melt, and
a hammer to break in pieces the sinner’s rocky
heart. Jer. xxiii. 29. Yea, it is the ¢ word of
life.” Phil. ii. 16. Because it is that word of
trath which is able to make men wise unto
salvation through faith that is in Christ Jesus,
2 Tim. iii. 15. | It is indeed only as an instru-_)
ment in the hand of the Spirit -that the _word}
is efficacious.| But those who deny its instru-
mentality must either contradict those scrip-
tures which ascribe causality to it, or they
must take the New School side of the ques-
tion, and admit this causality to be efficacious.
For as causality is certainly ascribed to the
word, it must be either instrumental or effi-
«cacious, We prefer that view, which gives to
the word an instrumental causality. Because
it harmonizes all those passages of scripture
which speak of the application of redemption,
and enables us to answer satisfactorily the ar-
guments of those who ascribe a saving efficacy
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to the word independent of the work of the
Spirit. The doctrine maintained by us is ob-
viously the true scriptural medium, between
Arminian free will on the one hand, and fatal-
ism on the other; and between an enthusiastic
rejection of means on the one hand, and an
Atheistical dependence upon them on the
other. ) S

XVIL. Many other passages of scripture
might be introduced to confirm still farther the
doctrine of this chapter; but it is not judged
expedient to burden the mind of the reader
with unnecessary evidence in support of a po-
sition clearly proved.

After the mass of testimony already ex-
hibited it would extend the work beyond

‘due bounds to quote authorities which might .

be adduced to an almost indefinite extent.
The mention of a.few, names who have main-
tained the principal doctrines of this Essay,
will answer every practical purpose, such as,
Calvin, Beza, Taurretine, Marck, Witsius,
Manton, Marshall, Owen, Howe, Flavel, Guise,
Charnock, Boston, Brown,—(fi-l')', the Erskines,
Fisher, Lawson, Dick, Witherspoon, Anderson
and Shaw, The same doctrine is also intro-

| C
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duced into all the Confessions of the Reformed
‘Churches, in some more, in others less expli-
citly. Andin « A Warning against Unitarian
and Hopkinsian Errors,”” issued in 1826, by
the Associate Synod of North America, we find
the following language p. 25:—¢ Sinners, dead
in trespasses and sins, are raised from their
grave by Almighty power; but that power is
put forth in « the voice of the Son of God.”
The dry bones in the valley of vision are
made to-live; but it is by the prophet’s pro-
phesying at the command of God. Where-
fore, we conclude, that, while no means can
avail by any virtue in them, or without the
power of the Holy Spirit accompanying them;
yet this power of his is put forth through the
instrumentality of those means which infinite
wisdom has prescribed; and these are such as
address the understanding immediately, and the
heart through the understanding.”
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CHAPTER IIL

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED,

To banish all reasonable doubt from the
minds of serious inquirers after the way of
truth and salvation, it seems necessary that
the most plausible objections brought against
the doctrine of the instrumentality of the
word in regeneratxon, should be met and re-
futed.

1. It is objected, «if the Spmt employ the
word, he cannot act immedialely upon the
soul.” ' Immediate . action of divine power is
entirely consistent with the employment. of
instruments, or second causes; . though the
manner is difficult to be understood; because
it is above, though not inconsistent with rea-
son. Who ever supposed the employment of
instrumentality in natural generation to be in-
consistent with immediate divine action? Be-
cause instrumentality is employed, does the
instrumentality therefore create us? Why
then suppose the immediate action of divine
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" power any more inconsistent with instrumen-
tality, in regeneration, than it is in natural ge-
neration? “ When we say, that those who
have begotten us, according to the flesh, are
our fathers, it is an improper kind of speech:
for no mortal creature deserveth this so high
and excellent dignity: yet so it .is, that God
of his singular goodness advanceth men to this
8o high a step, that he wills that they be called:
father:-and he doth it to this end and purpose,
that they should acknowledge themselves to
be so much more bound unto him. Well,
there is no great doubt astouching this pre-
sent life, but we call those who have begotten
children, fathers according to the flesh; but it
seemeth that God is the only father of our
souls, in such sort that it cannot be given to
men, and yet notwithstanding the reason is
all one. ‘Why so. Itis true, it is God only
that BEGETTETH US BY HIS WORD, yet not-
withstanding he calleth the church our mo-
ther.”* . The immediate, secret, e ffectual, ineffa-
ble working of the Almighty, both in nature
and grace, we are called upon to believe on

* Calvin's Sermoné on1Tim.p. 9.
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the testimony of God, and the evidence we
have of its effects. On the same evidence we
believe the instrumentality of.the word in
regeneration: by it God calls things from non-
existence, as though 'they already were, and
they are: they come at his bidding. But the
manner of this, who shall declare? Surely,
not that earth-worm, called man. ¢ Canst thou
by searching find out God?”’ Certainly, no
man in this life, and probably no creature,

shall ever be able to explain this mystery, -

But this we know, that God’s working in the
application of redemption to his people is not
such as to destroy the instrumental efficacy of
means. . Yet, “vain man would be wise,
though born like the wild ass’s colt.”

II. It isobjected that ¢if the word operate,

the soul must act.” ¢ For the word cannot be .

said to operate as an instrument in the produc-
tion of that, the existence of which is necessa-
ry in order to its operation.”” To this, it may
be replied, if the soul employed the word, in
the first act of regeneration, this argument
might be admitted: but inasmuch as the soul
is passive, and it is the Spirit that employs the
word, the objection is foreign to the question.
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Cannot the Spirit of God act by means, unless
the sinner have the power in himself rightly
to employ those means? So says the objection;
but it aims a direct blow against all means in
the application of redemption. For the be-
liever never has power in himself to make a
right use of means. Consequently, the objec-
tion amounts to a limitation of divine power
by human inability ; andis, therefore, Arrm—
nianism. M/ AN adond

IIL It is obJected that if the word be the

instrument in regeneration, it must be effected

by a more powerful presentation of it to those
who are regenerated than to others, and conse-
quently regeneration is effected by the moral
suasion of the word. There is, no doubt, a
more powerful presentation of the word by the
Spirit of God to the regenerate, than to others;
so powerful, as to change the moral nature and
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capacity of the soul, as well as the ehoice of the_ v

will.  But this power is infinitely above mere
moral suasion, though not inconsistent with it.

IV. 1t is objected,—¢¢ The word cannot be
the instrument, because it has in itself no effi-
cacy.”” It is replied,—« If God has appointed
means ineffectpal in tl)_,{nselves, he mtendq to
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make them effectual,”* upon all whom he re-
generates.

V. It is objected, there is no more adapta-
tion in the word to regenerate, than there is
in positive institutions to produce the effects
which divine power caused to follow their ob-
servance; consequently, obedience to those
things in the word which are moral in their
nature proceeds entirely on the same principle
with obedience to positive institutions, namely,
the authority of God. Therefore, there can
be no adaptation in the word, to regenerate,
because there is no adaptation in positive in-
stitutions to produce their effects. To this, it
is replied,—That although the authority of
God ia the formal reason of all obedience, still
the word has in itself not only a suitableness,
but also a tendency to aceomplish the work to
which it has been appointed by Jehovah.}
«My word shall not return unto me void; but
it shall accomplish that which 1 please, and it
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it,”

* Lawson,

1 This adaptation has been full'y demonstrated in Part
L Chap. iii. sections 7, 8, 9, 20, 21, 22, and elsewhere in
the present essay.
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Is. lv. 11. «Itisevident, that the gospel, con-
sidered simply as a moral means, and indepen-
dently of the divine constitution, which has
connected the influence of the Spirit with the
preaching of it, possesses a filness, an adaptation
to the end proposed, which is not to be found
in any other part of the word.””*

VI It is objected—«“That there can be no
adaptation in:the soul to be operated upon by
the instrumentality of the word, because it is
«dead in trespasses and sins.”” It is replied,
that death in trespasses and sins is a moral or
spiritual death; the loss of the holy, not the
mental nature; of the moral, not the intellectual
power. The latter of which, always remains
in the soul, and constitutes the basis of free-
agency and accountability, And is most ad-
mirably adapted to be operated upon by the
word, which the Associate Synod say, is ¢¢ad-
dressed to the understanding.”” But the whole
of the first part of the present work is a refu-
tation of this objection.” ‘

VIL It is admitted that the word is the
organ of regeneration, while its instrumentality

* Dick’s Theology, Vol. ii. p. 351.
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is denied. This is highly disingenuous. It
is running away from the point by a paltry
artifice; always perplexing to the unlearned
and disgusting to men of sense. What is the
difference between organ and instrument? The
term organ denotes, “a natural instrument.”
The term instrument denotes, “the means of
conveyance or communication.””* We shall
not characterize the distinction which has been
made between the words organ and instru-
ment in erder to mislead the public mind on a
point of such vitelity; but leave it to the judg-
ment of the reader; simply observing, that it
is utterly incomprehensible, how the word can
be the organ and yet not be employed “in the
very act of regeneration,” as the objector has
asserted. It is equally incomprehensible, how
the word can be the organ of regeneration, if
God first regenerates the soul and afterwards
writes the law upon the heart, as the objector
asserts. Isthe word only the medium in which
the Spirit conveys himself from one object to
another? Such a thought be far from the minds
ofsober Christians. Sound writersneverthought
of this sage distinction. They use the terms

* Consult Johnson, Walker and Webster.
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instrument, organ, chariot, and vehicle without
any apparent difference of meaning, simply to
express the great scriptural doctrine that the
Holy Spirit always employs the word in the
regeneration of adults who are of sane mind.
It cannot be known by us whether insane per-
sons are regenerated, during insanity, or not.
If 8o, their case resembles that of infants,

VIIL Itissaid,—¢The word is instrumental
in the production of the creature, viewed as in
a state of perfect formation, which is not the’
case, until it has seen the light and put forth
incipient acts.” It is replied, according to
this objection, the feetus is brought into a state
of perfect formation, without any means what-
ever, but afier it “has seen the light,”” which
cannot be till after it has been born, then it is
begotten, and means are used to bring it forth,
A new theory, truly, both of generation and
regeneration! '

IX. The objector admits that some passages
have the appearance of proving the instrumen-
tality of the word in regeneration, but thinks
he has quoted others which establish his posi-
tion, and that it is too much to demand of him
a reconciliation of these apparently contradic-

16 *
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tory passages. In reply, it is admitted that
cases may occur in which we cannot be justly
required to reconcile apparent discrepancies,
because they may lie beyond our reach, We
are not called upon to reconcile to the appre-
hension of men, ¢ liberty and necessity,” or
the freedom of the human will with divine
sovereignty. But we may not give such an
explanation of the one as to contradict the
other., Neither can we receive an exposition
of any given passage of scripture which con-
tradicts any other passage; because scripture is
not inconsistent with itself. And there is
such a thing to be observed as the analogy of
faith, in all expositions of scripture. It is cer-
tain, the scriptures do teach the doctrine of an
immediate action of divine power upon the
soul in regeneration. It is, also, equally cer-
tain, they teach the doctrine that the Spirit of
God employs the word in, and subsequently to
the regenerating act. Yea, that he employs
the word in the whole application of redemp-
tion. But the work is supernatural; and the
only difficulty here is, the vanity of the human
mind audaciously intruding into things which
it hath not seen.* .
*See Section I, of this chapter.
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X. It is objected that the doctrine of the
instrumentality of the word « strengthens Pe-
lagianism,” «because if the understanding per-
ceives the things of the word to be good, the.
will must choose those things.””- This objec-
tion is based on the implied admission, that
depravity is limited to the understanding; and
that all that is necessary to effect regeneration
is, that theunderstanding should beenlightened;
for, says Whitby, and Inquiro with him,—«If
an object be viewed as good by our understand-
" ing, the will ¢hooses it.””- Thus the intelligent
reader will perceive that this objection imbo-
dies the very essence of the Arminian doctrine
of free will. But it has been answered in
Part 1. Chapter III. Sections 16—18. The
will is so depraved that it not only effectually
resists all outward means, but also the testi-
mony of conscience.* But does this depravity
of the will deprive God either of the right or
the power to employ means himself, and also
to require the sinner to employ them in the
application of redemption? The objection we
are considering admits that the sinner’s inabi-

* See 16th and 17th Sections, just referred ta.
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lity deprives God both of the right and power
to employ means. But this admission at once
gives the whole field to the Arminians. The
scriptures, however, teach a different doctrine.
From them we learn that neither God’s right
to appoint, nor his power to employ means can
be affected in the least by man’s inability: and
that, in the application of redemption, God
quickens the dead, and calls those things which
are not as though they were. Rom. iv. 17. Hence,
says Calvin,—¢ Faith has a perpetual relation
to the word, and can no more be separated
from it, than the rays from the sun, whence
they proceed.”’” And this is equally true, whe-
ther we contemplate faith as it is communicated
by the Spirit of God, in the regenerating act,
oras it is the exercise of the believer. Neither
does the doctrine of the perfection of the gospel,
as a means, give any support to the Arminian
doctrine of its efficacy, as a cause. ¢ As God
is infinitely holy in his own nature, every dis-
covery that he has made to any of his crea-
tures, must carry this impression upon it, and
have a tendency to promote holiness in them.”’*
Therefore we cannot surrender the doctrines

* Witherspoon.
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of God’s holy word because Arminians pervert
them,

XI. Farther: Regeneration is so secret,
mysterious, and imperceptible, even to the
subjects of it, that few, perhaps none, can tell
the precise moment when it was effected upon
them. They know it only by its effects. Who
among the Lord’s people can tell the wery
moment in which they passed from a state of
legal, to a state of evangelical repentance? But
that was the moment of their new birth. Who
among them have any consciousness of the
least salutary influence upon their minds, either
before or after conversion, which was not pro-
duced either directly or indirectly by means of
the word? If any suggestions, respecting di-
vine things have been made to their minds by
the Spirit, even those which were occasioned
by some providential event, they have come
through the medium of the word. Otherwise,
these suggestions could not be from the Spirit
of God; but from Satan, or a depraved heart:
for «the Spirit acts not without the word.”
Consequently, a denial of the instrumentality
of the word opens the door for the Mystics,
who held “that reason comprehended the prin-
ciples of divine truth.”” For truth must either
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be inherent in the mind, or communicated by
inspiration, or it is not included in regenera-
tion, if the word be not the instrument. But,
in the application of redemption by means
of the word, the Spirit manifests infinite ¢con-
descension to our weakness. He puts into our
hands the pattern of the work which he per-
forms upon our souls. The word is not only
the medium of conveyance, but its doctrine is
one of the things conveyed in the regenerating
act: so that the knowledge of God, which is
in the souls of the regenerate is perfect in kind,
however imperfect it may be in degree. Hence,
the word is the infallible test of the Spirit’s
saving work, demonstrating its genuineness,
and detecting every species of counterfeit.
XII. It is objected, if the word be the seed
of regeneration, “its very name supposes an
operation prior to its own >’ operation.. In re-
ply, it may be inquired, does the operation of
heat and moisture, which gives activity to the
seed, take place prior to the sowing, or without
the seed? If not, then why maintain that
there is, in regeneration, an operation by the
Spirit, directly upon the soul, prior to the
implantation of the word? Or why maintain
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that activity is given to the word prior to its
implantation in the soul? Aeccording to this
reasoning, the word is made to operate before
it is employed. That is, the seed grows and
the ground is made productive before the seed
is sown! and after the plant has sprung up,
that is, « seen the light, and put forth incipient
aets,”” then the seed is sown! However lu-
dicrous this argument may appear, it fails to
excite, even a smile, when it is seen that the
word of God is seriously introduced to give it
currency. Luke viii. 8, 15, and Heb. xi. 11,
are perverted to this unworthy purpose. -

1. The passage in Luke reads thus:—“Other
fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare
fruit an hundred fold. ... That on the good
ground are they, which, in an honest and good
heart, having heard the word, keep it, and
bring forth fruit with patience.”” To this ob-
jection it is replied,—If the reader will turn
to his bible and read the intermediate verses
between the 8th, and 15th, he will perceive that
our Lord, under the metaphor of ground, is
speaking of the different effects produced by the
word upon the regenerate and unregenerate.
In the former, it produces fruit,v. 15. In the
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latter, it is unproductive. Again: these un-
" productive persons, are divided into three
classes. 1. Ground by the way-side, ver. 12.
2. Rock, ver. 13. 3. Ground already full of
thorns, ver. 14. Thus, sinners are either so
hackneyed in the vices of the world, or their
consciences are so seared by often repeated
acts of transgression, or their moral sense is so
obtuse and obstinate, or they are so completely
involved in the pursuits and pleasures of the
world, that the word can produee no salutary
effect upon them; while it produces its proper
effect upon the regenerate. But we find no
intimation that the regenerate were changed
prior to the operation of the word. ~Our Lord
is not here speaking of regeneration, but of
the different visible effects produced by the
word upon the righteous and the wicked. But.
of the nature of regeneration, or the means by
which it is effected, this parable speaks nothing.
The Arminians tell us the good ground made
itself good; and in support of their assertion,
_they quote the parable of the talents, Matt.
xxv, 14—40. Baut this parable, like that of
the sower, speaks nothing of the saving work
of the Spirit, but of the common gifts, such as.
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the means of grace, together with opportuﬁity“
and natural knowledge; things enjoyed by all
who live under a dispensation of the gospel,

and which, like the extraordinary gifts of the

Spirit, in the apostolic age, may be possessed
in the highest degree; and yet those who pos-
sess them, may be nothing better than “a
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.”” 1 Cor.
xiii. 1. Consequently, the interpretation which
'the objector has given to the parable of the
sower is not only unscriptural, but enthusi-
astic.

2. The passage Heb xi. 11, reads thus:—
«Through faith, also, Sarah herself received
strength to conceive seed, and was delivered
of a child when she was past age, because she
judged him faithful who had promised.” Itis
sufficient to observe here, that Sarah’s faith,
respecting a son, included in it the faith of
miracles, as it was faith in the promise of God to
perform a miracle.* But as it also included
saving faith, it is a suitable example to illustrate
the doctrine of the instrumentality of the word

* For an explanation of the faith of miracles, see Guise,
on 1 Cor. xiii. 2. Also Macknighton 1 Cor. xii. 9.

17
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in regeneration. For her faith was produced
through the instrumentality of the promise,—
¢ The Lord visited Sarah As HE HAD sAID, and
the Lord did unto Sarah As HE HAD SPOKEN.”?
Gen. xxi. 1. This example then refutes the
objector. For regeneration, and the grace of
sdving faith are inseparable, and there can be
no faith without a promise. So, it is proved
by this example, that faith cometh, or 1s by
hearing. So far as Sarah was active in the
exercise of the faith by which she received
strength, that activity was the effect of the
power of faith communicated in the regene-
rating act.

- XIII It is farther objected in the following
words: ¢ We would like to know how the
Spirit can' act upon the truth, without acting
in the first place, directly and immediately upon
the mind, and thus qualifying it for the recep-
tion of the truth? but when this is done, a
great and supernatural change is effected, prior
to the operation of the word.” The objector
“would like to know”’ that which God has
said cannot be known. But this objection
contains the following proposition:—% The
mind must be qualified for the active reception
of the truth, before the Holy Spirit can act
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upon it by the truth;”’ or in other words,
«God cannot act by the word, unless man
possess the power to co-operate with him by
the word.” This is Arminian logic. Says
the objector, the employment of the word by
the Spirit supposes a qualification in the soul
to receive it.—Says Finney, The commands of
God suppose ability in the soul to obey. And
the Arminians say,—In all the promises and
calls of the gospel men are supposed capable to
believe and repent.”” The objector has then
assumed the principal tenet, yea, the chief
corner stone of the whole Arminian system, to
be true. For the Arminians say—¢ An al-
mighty and invincible influence of the Holy
Ghost in men’s conversion to Christ, excludes
all instrumentality of his word in it, which can
only work by moral suasion.””* This is pre-
cisely the sentiment of the objector. But he
draws one inference from it, the Arminians
another.. They infer from it, that regeneration
is effected, not by the omnipotent power of the-
Spirit, through the word, but by the word in
the ordinary way of moral suasion. The ob-
jector infers from it, that regeneration is effected

* Brown's Diviaity, p. 354.
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by the omnipotent power of the Spirit without
the employment of the word. But the pre-
mise being false, these conclusions, though ab-
solutely contradictory,are equally false. To all
which, it may be replied,—It is, indeed, true
that the Holy Spirit does regenerate the soul
prior to its active reception of the truth; but
does it, therefore, follow that the Spirit cannot
act upon the truth, and upon the soul by the
truth, prior to any ability in the soul to act by
the truth? Certainly not. Man’s inability
can neither destroy nor limit the power of God.
Neither can man’s depravity resist means
which God wills to make effectual. The ob-
jection, then, imbodies the very soul of Armi-
nianism; for it restricts God’s right and power
of acting to fallen man’s ability. It isa con-
cession of the whole field to the advocates of
free will; an acknowledgment that Calvinism
is an unscriptural absurdity; while it draws an
inference opposite to Arminianism; but leading
to enthusiasm. '

XIV. It is asserted that James i. 18, ¢« says
nothing about a new heart.”” It is replied,—
If this be so, it is remarkable that the whole
Christian world should have failed to discover
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it till the year 1842;—and the objector is
entitled to the sole honour of its discovery.
But this objection is such a direct and unequi-

. vocal contradiction of the divine word, that
argument would be lost upon minds which are
capable of being influenced by such naked
assertions; and may well be dispensed with in
the case of such as take the scriptures of truth
as their infallible guide.

XV. It is alleged that Turretine denies the
doctrine of the instrumentality of the word in
regeneration. To this it may be replied, the
quotations already made from that learned
author in the preceding pages, prove that he
maintained the doctrine of the instrumentality
of the word. He does, indeed, use one .ex-
pression, which, apart from its connexion, and
what he elsewhere says, might .be construed,
not into a denial of instrumentality, but into
an admission that there is an immediate action’
of the Spirit, in the regenerating act, distinct,
though not separate, from hisaction by the word.
‘Whether this be so or not, is wholly unknown
tous. But it is far from a denial of the word’s
instrumentality. In addition to the passages
already quoted from Turretine, the following

17 *
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may be added: The external and internal call
of the gospel agree, ¢ on the part of God, who
calls; on the part of men, who are called; and
on the part of the INsTrRUMENT, which is ordi-
narily the word in each call.*

XVI. It is alleged Dr. Owen taught the
doctrine that regeneration is effected without
the instrumentality of the word. If this alle-
gation were true, it would, doubtless, stagger
the faith of some who acknowledge themselves
much indebted to that great man for his mas-
terly expositions of the sacred word. But it
is suitable that the Dr. should speak for him-
self:—« The gospel is salvation efficiently; in
that it is the great instrument which God is
pleased to use, in and for the collationt and be-
stowing salvation upon his elect. Hence, the
apostle calls it the < power of God unto salva-
tion,”” Rom. i. 16; because God, in and by it,
exerts his mighty power in the saving of them
that believe; as it is again so called, 1 Cor. i.
18, whence there is a saving power ascribed
unto the word itself,—As, 1. In the regenera-
tion and sanctification of the elect, the first

* De Vacatione et Fide, Quest. I, Sect. vii.
t Conferring.
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external act of this salvation. This is wrought
by the word, 1 Pet. i. 23: « We are born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by
the word of God.”” Wherein not only the
thing itself, of our regeneration by the word,
but the manner of it, also, is declared. It is
by the collation of a new spiritual life upon us,
whereof the word is the seed. As every life
proceeds from some seed, that hath in itself
virtually the whole life to be educed from it, by
natural ways and means, S0 THE WORD IN THE
HEARTS OF MEN IS TURNED INTO A VITAL
PRINCIPLE, that, cherished, by suitable means,
puts forth vital acts and operations. By this
means we are born of God and quickened, who
by nature are children of wrath, dead in tres-
passes and sins. So, Paul tells the Corin-
thians, that he had begotten them, in Jesus
Christ, by the gospel, 1 Cor. iv. 15, I con-
fess, it doth not do this work by any power
resident in itself, and always necessarily ac-
companying its administration; for then all
would be regenerated to whom it is preached,
and there would be no neglectors of it: but
it is the INsTRUMENT of God for this end, and
mighty and powerful through God it is, for
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the accomplishment of it. And this gives us
our first real interest in the salvation, which it
doth declare. Of the same use and efficacy is
it in the progress of this work in our sanctifi-
cation.*

XVII. It is objected that Dr. Gill, the cele-
brated commentator, denied the doctrine of
the instrumentality of the word in regenera-
tion. To this it may be replied that Dr. Gill
is to be regarded rather as speaking hesitating-
ly than as peremptorily denying the doctrine.
His words are,—¢ The instrumental cause of
regeneration, if it may be so called, are the
word of God and the ministersof it . . .. .
Yet this instrumentality of the word in regene-
ration seems not so agreeable to the principle
of grace implanted in the soul in regeneration,
and to be understood in respect to that; since
that is done by immediate infusion, and is-
represented as a creation. . ... Wherefore,
[the instrumentality of the word] is rather to
be understood of the exertion of the principle
of grace, and the drawing it forth into act and
exercise. . . . - Though, after all, it seems

* Exposition-of the Hebrews, vol. iii. pp. 313, 314.
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plain that the ministry of the word is the ve-
hicle in which the Spirit of God conveys him-
self and his grace into the hearts of men, which
is done when the word comes not in word
only, but in power and in the Holy Ghost.””*
On this passage of Dr. Gill, it may be remarked,
—1. « The word is the vehicle,”” &c. How the
word can be the vehicle and not be the instru-
ment, or rather not be employed as the ob-
jector has asserted, may be safely left to the
solution ‘of those. profound metaphysicians,
who can so easily tell how the word operates
in regeneration.—2. The Dr’s peculiar and
erroneous views respecting the gospel call,
which he restricted to ¢sensible sinners,”
would naturally lead him to speak in the above
hesitating manner. For if the gospel offer be
not made to dead sinners, it cannot, of course,
be the means of their regeneration. 3. The
Dr. was evidently philosophising when he
penned the above paragraph. For in his Com-
mentary, we find the following language—
% The word of truth is made use of as a means
of begetting souls again.”” ¢ The gospel is the

-

* Gill's Body of Divinity, vol. ii. pp. 114, 115,
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word of truth, and by this souls are begotten
and born again,”” The authority of Dr, Gill,
then, is,indeed, a slender foundation on which
to rest a denial of the instrumentality of the
word in regeneration,

XVUL The authority of Dr. Ridgley is ar-
rayed against us, with an unusual degree of con-
fidence. His words are—<I cannot but con-
clude that it [regeneration] is wrought in us
withott the instrumentality of the word, or any
of the ordinary means of grace; because it is
necessary, from the nature of the thing, to our
receiving, improving, or reaping any saving ad-
vantage by the word, that the Spirit should
produce the principle of faith; and to say that
this is done by the word, is in effect to assert
that the word produces the principle and the
principle gives efficacy to the word; which
seems to me little less than reasoning in a cir-
cle.”* Respecting Dr. Ridgley it may be ob-
served: 1. Although his system of Divinity
contains much that is excellent, still he was
far from being a sound divine. He denied the
eternal Sonshipjof our Lard; and has ever

. « Ridgley’s Divinity, Vol. iii. p. 46.
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been a favourite author with semi-Pelagians
and Hopkinsians. 2. He has given us no au-
thority either human or divine to sustain his
sentiment on this vitally important subject.
3. He has changed the terms of his argument.
He truly asserts the passivity of the soul in
the regenerating act; and then, as will be per-
ceived by attending to his words above, which
are placed in italic characters, reasons from its
activity after regeneration. But it is one thing
to say that the soul must be made active by di-
vine power, before it can improve the word, and
quite'another thing to say the Holy Spirit can-
not employ his own word, in making the soul
active, unless the soul have power to act. If
reduced to the proper form of an argument, the
Dr’s. reasoning would read something in the
following style: In regeneration the soul is
passive: In order to improve by regenerating
grace, it must become active: Therefore the
Holy Spirit cannot employ the word in making
the soul active. Or thus: The soul must be
active in order to reap any advantage from the
word: In regeneration the soul is passive:
Therefore the Spirit of God cannot employ the
word in the regenerating act. Such a change
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of terms is certainly no better than reasoning
in a circle. But it is the old Arminian argu-
ment that God’s power to act in the application
of redemption is limited by the natural man’s
ability of will. Thus men make God depen-
dent upon his creatures.

XIX. But we know not how better to con-
clude these answers to objections, than to adopt
the langlage of Calvin: «Their cavilling ob-
jection, that we depend on the ¢letter that
killeth,’ shows, that they have not escaped the
punishment due to the despisers of the scrip-
ture....... The apostle calls his preaching
¢the ministration of the Spirit,” (2 Cor. iii. 8,)
doubtless intending that the Holy Spirit so ad-
heres to his own truth, which he hath expressed
in the scriptures, that he only displays and
exerts his power where the word is received
with due reverence and honour.” Nor is this
repugnant to what I before asserted; that the
word itself hath not much certainty with us,
unless when confirmed by the testimony of the
Spirit. For the Lord hath established a kind
of mutual connexion between the certainty of
his word and of his Spirit: so that our minds
are filled with a solid reverence for the word,
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when by the light of the Spirit we are enabled
therein to behold the divine countenance: and,
on the other hand, without the least fear of
mistake, we gladly receive the Spirit when we
recoghise him in his image, that is, in the
word. ...... What answer can be given to
these things, by those proud fanatics, who think
themselves possessed of the only valuable illu-
mination, when, securely neglecting and for-
saking the divine word, they, with equal con-
fidence and temerity, greedily embrace every
reverie which their distempered imaginations
may have conceived? A very diflerent so-
briety becomes the children of God; who, while
they are sensible that, exclusively of the Spirit
of God, they are utterly destitute of the light
of truth, yet are not ignorant that the word is
the instrument, by which the Lord dispenses
to believers the illumination of his Spirit. For
they know no other Spirit, than that who dwelt
in and spake by the apostles; by whose oracles
they are continually called to the hearing of
the word.”’*

* Institutes, B.I., C.ix, 8. 3.,

18
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CHAPTER IV.

THE VIEW OF DR. RIDGLEY REFUTED BY AN
ANONYMOUS WRITER.

The author regrets his inability to give the-
name of the writer, who has so ably and satis-
factorily refuted Dr. Ridgley’s opinion, that
the word cannot be the instrument of regene-
ration. The article first appeared in the third
volume of the ReELic1rous MonIToR, in 1827,
1t is believed the cause of truth will be a gainer
by the insertion of his main arguments in the
present volume:

«Observinglately,upon reading Dr. Ridgley’s
Body of Divinity, on the subject of regenera-
tion, a sentiment advanced by the Dr. upon
that subject, which, in my opinion, is very. ex--
ceptionable; and a sentiment, which, as. far as
is known to the writer of this paper, was-never-
maintained before by any who passed for or-
thodox on the general and leading doctrines of
the gospel,—as the Dr. will be considered as.
an authority by many on subjects of this kind,,
and as-the work is, by a late extensive edition.



DR. RIDGLEY’S VIEWS REFUTED. 207

of it, published in this country, put into the
hands of great numbers, and something like the
sentiment advanced by the Dr. begins to make
its appearance in some of the publications of
medern times, whose character for orthodoxy
is not disputed, I concluded it might perhaps
be of service to some of your readers to send
my thoughts upon the sentiment advanced by
him, to your useful miscellany for insertion, if
you deem them worthy of a place there.

What we dislike in the account the Dr. gives
of this saving work of God upon the soul, is .
that he makes regeneration to take place with-
out the instrumentality of the word, or any of
the ordinary means of grace; and his argu-
ments to prove that this is indeed the case, we
consider to be very inconclusive, and involved
in great obscurity, if not founded -upon mis-
taken views of the nature of a work of grace in
the soul, both in regeneration, and in progres-
sive sanctification. They are—

1st. «“That it is necessary, from the nature
of the thing, to our receiving, improving, or
reaping any advantage by the word, that the
Spirit should produce the principlé of faith;
and to say that this is done by the word, is, in
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effect, to assert that the word produces the
principle, and the principle gives efficacy to the
word; which seems to me (he says) little less
than reasoning in a circle.”> When he says
that the Spirit produces the principle of faith,
we understand him and agree with him; but
when he asserts that this is produced without
the instrumentality of the word, we cannot
agree with him, for reasons which may ap-
pear afterwards. 'What claims our notice now,
is the manner in which he attempts to prove
it. «'Fo say that this is done by the word is,
in effect, to assert that the word produces the
principle, and the principle gives efficacy to
the word.” A clear statement of the view:
taken by those who assert that the word is the
instrument in this work will, to any unpreju-
diced mind, at once do away the difficulty.
For though the word, according to them, pro-
“duces the principle, yet it does not this of
itself, but by the Spirit giving an efficacy unto
it for that express purpose: orin other words,
the Spirit giving an efficacy to the word, both
produces the principle in regeneration, and
carries the principle implanted, into operation
afterwards; so that there is no arguing in a
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circle here. But the expression, “the principle
gives efficacy to the word,” which seems to be
desagned to represent his own view of the
way in which the word becomes at all use-
ful, either in regeneration, or in the progress
of the work of sanctification in believers, re-
presents something which appears utterly un-
intelligible upon the principles of sound the-
ology; because sound theology teaches us, that
it is the Spirit that gives all the efficacy to the
word. The word is said to be «“mighty through
God” for pulling down strong holds, &c., and
not through any inward principle or any thing
in man. We only take notice of this expres-
sion to show, that there is some reason to be-
lieve, that the Dr. had got into that sentiment
by means of .some incorrect views he had con-
cerning the Spmt’s work in genera' or felt
it not a little difficult to support it in any de-
gree of consistency with what correct views he
had of the truth.

The 2d argument is, « the word cannot pro-
fit unless it be mixed with faith, and faith can-
a0t be put forth unless it proceed from a prin-
ciple of grace implanted, therefore this princi-
ple of grace is not produced by it: we may as

18*
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well suppose (he says) that the presenting a
beautiful picture before a man that isblind, can
enable him to see; or, the violent motion of a
withered hand produce strength for action, as
we can suppose that the presenting the word,
in an objective way, is the instrument whereby
God produces that internal principle by which
we are enabled to embrace it.” Admitting
that the principle of faith in regeneration goes
before the act of faith which is produced by it,
we see no reason why the instrumentality of
the word may not be considered as used in the
implanting of that principle, as well as in pro-
moting the believer’s sanctification afterwards:
for that principle of grace, is just the under-
standing enlightened, the will renewed, &e.;
and how can this be in any adult person, capa-
ble of exercising these faculties, without the
word, by which the Holy Spirit operates to the
enlightening of the one, and directing and in-
fluencing the other? The argument from the
necessity of the word being mixed with faith
in order to our attaining any real and certain
benefit from it, if of force in the use he makes
of it, would prove too much for the Dr. him-
self, because he grants that the word is the in-
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strument whereby the Spirit carries on the
work of sanctification. But this argument
would go as far to prove that sanctification is
carried on without the instrumentality of the
word, as it will to prove that regeneration is
-effected without its instrumentality; because,
«even in sanctification, the word cannot be mixed
‘with faith, but by the Spirit’s working this faith
in us, or leading the principle implanted in re-
:generation, into action, as appears from Song i.
‘4, and iv. 6, and many other passages of scrip-
ture; and therefore, the Spirit’s work here must
:go before that faith which improves the word
Hor sanctification. But how does the Spirit
«draw out the principle into action, in the be-
liever’s sanctification? It is by the word, and
‘by that same word, we may conclude, he begets
faith in the first exercise of it, and the princi-
‘ple which produces it; making the word the
instrument by which he operates in effecting
‘that great and important change upon the sin-
ner. The two comparisons used by the Dr.
‘may be turned with good advantage against
‘himself; because, though a beautiful picture
placed before a man that is blind could not
;give him sight, it might be the means of even
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doing this, if it was intended by the Almighty
to be so. Weare told in scripture of a thing,
altogether as unlikely, made a means, through
the power of the Lord Jesus Christ, of causing
a blind man to see: we refer to the circum-
stance mentioned in the gospels of a blind man
cured by our Lord, by simply anointing his
eyes with clay. The violent motion of the
withered hand, as the mere action of the arm
that wields it, cannot, it must be allowed, pro-
duce strength for action in the hand itself, yet
we read of a man who was commanded to
stretch out- his withered hand, and a power,
which went along with the word, communi-
cated the ability, so that he stretched it out,
and it was made whole as the other. And
what might hinder the word, though unequal
of itself to give sight to the spiritually blind,
and life to the dead sinner, to be the instru-
ment, in the hand of the Spirit, for these im-
portant purposes?

The 3d argument, is contained -in the fol-
lowing words: ¢ Neither would this so well
agree with the idea of its being a new crea-
ture, or our being created unto good works;
for then, it ought rather to be said, we are
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created by faith, which is a good work; this
is to say, that the principle of grace is pro-
duced by the instrumentality of that which
supposes its being implanted, and is the result
and consequence thereof.” There is no seem-
ing inconsistency between considering the be-
liever, in virtue of the regenerating principle
he is made a partaker of, as a new creature,
and affirming that this change, which is passed
upon him, was effected by the instrumentality
of the word: because, as the first creation of
all things was effected by a word of Almighty
power, (for in bringing the world into exist-
ence, from a state of nonentity, « he spake, and
it was done, he commanded, and all things
stood fast,”) so the new creation is accomplished
by the word of the gospel, made the power of
God for the salvation of those who are its sub-
Jjects, and begetting faith in them, that they
may embrace Christ as the great salvation, and
the principle of faith and every other grace.
That a work of God, whether of nature or of
grace, may be entitled to the character of a
creation work, it is not requisite that it be ac-
complished without means, and our asserting
that the word is the instrument, in what is
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called the new creation, is accordingly without
that absurdity the Dr. would attach to it. Our
admitting, too, that this new creation is effect-
ed by the instrumentality of the word gene-
rally, lays no ground for the assertion, that then
we would be created by faith ; because, though
the word cannot profit without faith, yet faith
does not go before, but follows the word, which
both begets the act of faith and the principle
which produces it, being, in the hand of the
Spirit, the instrument for this purpose.
Having presented his arguments to prove
that regeneration is accomplished without the
instrumentality of the word, he tries to account
for the other way of thinking on this subject.
“1am ready (he says) to conjecture that what
leads many divines into this way of thinking,
is the sense in which they understand the
words of the Apostle, «Being born again, not
of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the
word of God, which liveth and abideth for
ever.”” 1 Pet. i. 23, and elsewhere, «Of his
own will begat he us by the word of truth,
that we should be a kind of first fruits of his
creatures.” James 1. 16. Whereas, this does
not so much respect the implanting the prin-
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ciple of grace, as it does our being enabled to
act from that principle; and it is as though he
should say, he hath made us believers, or in-
duced us to love and obey him, by the word of
truth, which supposes a principle of grace to
have been implanted: otherwise the word of
truth would never have produced these effects.
Regeneration may be taken not only for our
being made alive unto God, or created unto good
works, but for our putting forth living actions
proceeding from that principle which is im-
planted in the soul. I am far from denying
that faith and all other graces are wrought in
us, by the instrumentality of the word; and it
is in this sense, that some who treat on this sub-
ject, explain their sentiments when they speak
of being born again by the word.”” Of conse-
quence, according to the Dr., regeneration,
strictly speaking, and the new birth, are quite
distinct things, according to any conception we
are to form of them; and the new birth is not
to be referred to that change which takes place
when the ‘sinner is brought from nature to
grace, nor to be restricted to any given period
of time, but is a thing which is taking place
every day; according as the believer is carried
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out by new supplies of grace, he attains to
the practice of duty. « It is (he says) our being
enabled to act from that principle: and it is as
though he should say, he hath made us be-
lievers or induced us to love and obey him by the
word of truth:”’> which is but what God is doing
by his Spirit upon his people every day, by
means of his word, and various other ordi-
nances of his grace. And lest we should mis-
understand him, and eonclude that he intends
only to show, that the Apostle meant, that.
only those who are born again can do good ac~-
tions, but that he means something. more than.
this, he adds, “Regeneration may be taken,.
not only for our being made alive to God, &e.
but for our putting forth living actions,” attempt-
ing to prove thereby, that these passages, if”
they respect regeneration at all, it must be in
this very extended sense of the word. It is.
some such a kind of new birth as the Armi--
nians receive into their creed, which they may
have and lose, and which rises and falls as.
they stand or fall from grace; for in the lan-
guage of the Dr. being born again, may be-
taken, for our putting forth living actions, pro-
ceeding from that principle. But this the he-.
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liever does not always, or at least sometimes
he does it in so small a degree that it is scarcely
perceptible. He is sometimes more, sometimes
less active, spiritually, as the measure of grace
is, which is given to him, according to the
gift of Christ. ‘

There is only one way by which, when he
asserts that to be born again is, our being en-
abled to act from that principle implanted in
regeneration, he can be supposed to mean, with
any shade of consistency with himself, that the
new birth is a work of God which takes place
at one and the same moment of time, and that
is by allowing him to consider it as an ability
given by God, to exercise the principle im-
planted in regeneration, (for he says it is differ-
ent from regeneration properly so called,)
which man continues ever after, unaided of
God, to put forth of himself, so that he is like
a clock, that put together by its maker and
set in motion, moves by a power inherent in
itself; because, if the ability of the Christian
to act from that principle, is by continued sup-
plies of grace, and more or less, as these sup-
plies are granted, it could not be one act of
God, but a continued acting or a successionjof

19
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acts, in the way of communicating that ability .
But as he says it may be taken for the putting
forth of living actions, this seems to put it
beyond a doubt, that according to him, it is
not to be confined to any given time, or par-
ticular act of God, towards the sinner, So
much with respect to the Dr,

The Editor of the Philadelphia edition, in
a foot note, defends the sentiment and advances
some things equally as exceptionable concern-
ing this first work of the Spirit of God upon
the soul.—«No intervention (he says) of se-
cond causes,seems necessary.—The Spirit of
God is the agent; the soul of man is the sub-
Jject of influence; and he is said to open the
heart, to give a new heart, to create anew, to
enlighten the mind in the knowledge of the
truth, to work in us to will and.to do; or to
give sight to the blind, and hearing to the
deaf. From such expressions, it may be ga-
thered that sight, knowledge, new dispositions,
and a change of inclinations, are the effect of
regeneration, not the thing itself.” Again:
«If the Holy Spirit acts no otherwise than
by motives, angelic natures do this also, and
no more power is ascribed to the Searcher of
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hearts than to them.”” He makes it to be en-
tirely a physical change, and seems to mistake
the view of those who hold that the Spirit of
God, in regeneration, uses the instrumentality
of the word. For it is not their opinion, that
the Holy Spirit acts no otherwise than by ad-
dressing motives to the soul, in regeneration.
On the contrary, they maintain, that while he
addresses with motives, he exerts a power, in
producing this change, through the word, so
as these motives take their effect; and this is
the sole reason, according to them, why the
same motives presented to every hearer of the
gospel, which are lost upon many, to others
have an efficacy in them, to draw them to
Christ. But this will be considered after-
wards.”’

After a very able argument in defence of
the instrumentality of the word in regenera-
tion, this author concludes the whole thus:—

¢ We shall close this paper with mentioning
. two objections which may be brought forward
against all we have said on the subject, and
giving a reply to them; the rest of the objec-
tions, of any seeming consequence, having been
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already attended to in our review of the Dr’s.
own arguments,

¢« The first is—that some infants are regene-
rated before they actually believe; and is not
this a proof that the Spirit does not always
act in regeneration by the instrumentality of
the word, and acts in this work, as respects
the implantation of the principle of grace with-
out the word? To which we reply, that as
the Lord’s manner of dealing with those in-
fants, which are the subjects of saving grace,
is among the secret things which belong to him-
self; it cannot be a rule by which we are to
judge in the case of capable subjects of actual”
faith, more especially when we find it declared
so plainly in scripture, that it is by the instru-
mentality of the word he both regenerates
and sanctifies the latter. Regenerated infants
are subjects also of justification, though they
are not capable of the actual exercise of faith
in Christ, through the word exhibiting Christ
to us as the Lord our righteousness; and we
do not see how their being the subjects of re-
generation, without the instrumentality of the
word, could prove that regeneration in adults
is accomplished without it; more than their
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being justified, would prove that adults may
be and are justified persons in the sight of
God, all such as are actually justified without
a receiving of Christ as the Lord their righ-
teousness.

The second objection is—that regeneration
is an instantaneous work, or rather act of God;
but to suppose it to be accomplished by the
word, as the means or instrument, would make
it to be the result of a process of reasoning
in the mind of the regenerated person, and of
a process of exercise upon the word, whjch
could not comport with its being an instanta-
neous act. Supposing the word to be the in-
strument, it can only be so by a discovery both
of the person himself, and of Christ the pro-
per object of faith therein, in order that it may
be operative in producing this change, if its
instrumentality is at all to be admitted in the
first work of regeneration. But it may be re-
plied, that that discovery becomes a saving
discovery, only when the person sees the ex-
cellence and suitableness of Christ, the glorious
object of faith, his own welcome, with the
heart’s approbation of the object, and appro-
priation of him, which is faith, or a believing

19*
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sight, because it is a sight of Christ in the way
of applying the revelation which is made of
him in the gospel, to his own particular case;
while all that is short of this is no more than
what the natural man, by a natural and com-
mon work of the Spirit may attain. And, it
is so much instantaneous, as that there is no
intermediate condition between this saving
sight of Christ, and what may be the mere
fruit of a common operation of the Spirit.
But, the moment he obtains it, the change
passes upon him, and the word, in the hand of
the Spirit, is the instrument.”
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CHAPTER V.

EXTRACTS FROM SEVERAL APPROVED AUTHORS
CONCERNING THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF
THE WORD IN REGENERATION. "

Why does the Spirit use the term calling ?
To denote the medium which God uses te
convert men, namely, the voice of the gospel,
and the proclamation of the word, than which
nothing more suitable and convenient could be
given to the rational creature.—De Focatione
et Fide. Quest. 1. Sect. 4. ,

Although the Spirit in effectual calling acts
not without the word, nevertheless he acts not
only mediately by the word, but also operates
in the soul immediately with the word, that
the call must necessarily take its effect.—
Quest. 4. Sect. 23. ‘

-On the Lord’s opening of Lydia’s heart, against
' the Remonstrants.

“Jt is in vain that it should be laid down
‘here, that this opening of the heart can also be
effected by the word, as it is elsewhere said,
Acts xxvi. 18, ¢That Paul was sent to the
Gentiles to open their eyes, and convert them
from darkness to light” Especially as it is
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in such manner that it does not differ from
[Lydia’s] attention; but is used for one and
the same thing, as God is said to have opened
her heart, when she attended to the words of
Paul: nothing else is intimated, than, that the
preaching of Paul was’efficacious, and that the
praise of its efficacy must be ascribed to God, the
first moving cause of all things. Foralthough
the opening of the heart is in this manner
ascribed objectively to the word, as far as it can
be done by a moral cause; because it is not
accustomed to be done without the word, but
according to its presence; and it is ascribed in-
strumentally to the ministers of the word, be-
cause they are the organs which God uses for
this work. It cannot, however, be effected
simply by the word, or by the word of God
proposed by men, unless the Holy Spirit add a
distinct internal power by the word. This
intervention through the word externally pro-
posed to the mind is receired with faith by
her. This Luke distinctly notices, when he
says, she first heard Paul, that is, it [the open-
ing of the heart] came between his preaching,
and her receiving the word. Because, indeed,
the preacher brings it in vain to the ears, un-
less the Creator open the heart, and the word
knocks in vain against the door of the heart
closed by unbelief and ignorance, unless, by
the grace of God, it should be opened; there-
fore, he adds, that God opened her heart, that
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she attended to the things taught by Paul; the
end and effeet of this opening is noted. And se
three things are distinctly enumerated, which
concur in effectual calling: first, the action of
Paul preaching; the action of God opening the
heart, and the action of Lydia with her heart
opened, and embracing the word by faith;
which three things flow spontaneously from
the words of Luke.—Id. Quest. 4. Sect. 36.

In treating of the new birth, which he calls
a creation, resurrection, regeneration, drawing,
&ec., he says, it is also expressed by illumina-
tion, doctrine, persuasion; and that both these
classes of words and similes are sweetly and
efficaciously conjoined. in the same places, as
when the spouse joins running with drawing—
Song i. 2,4.”” See also John vi. 44; 1 Cor. ii.
4; Iiph. i. 18, 19; Jer. xx. 7;* Hosea ii. 14;
2 Cor. v. 14. After quoting these texts, he
then adds: “ Hinc idem evangelium, quo conver-
timur, et potentia, el sapientia vocatur.” ¢ Hence
the same gospel by which we are converted, is
called both the power and the wisdom of
God.”—Id. Sect. 20.—Turretine.

But not one of them [the apostles of Christ]
learned from his teaching to contemn the Di-
vine word : they were rather filled with higher
reverence for it; as their writings abundantly

* The word ¢“deceived " in Jer. xx. 7, is enticed in the
margin. :
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testify, This has been predicted by the mouth
of Isaiah. For when he says, «My Spirit
that is upon thee, and my words which I have
put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed for
ever,” Isa. lix. 21, he does not confine peo-
ple under the old dispensation to the external
letter, as though they were children learning
to read; but declares that it will be the true
and complete felicity of the new church, under
the reign of Christ, to be governed by the word
of God, as well as by his Spirit. Whence, we
infer, that those persons are guilty of detesta-
ble sacrilege, by disjoining these two things
which the Prophet has connected in an invio-
lable union.— Calvin.

By that same word, whereby the elect are
called to communion with God and his Christ,
}hey are regenerated to a far more excellent
ife.

We give this definition of it. Regeneration
is that supernatural act of God, whereby a
new and divine life is infused into the elect
person, spiritually dead, and that from the
incorruptible seed of the word of God, made
fruitful by the infinite power of the Spirit.

As to adult persons, they are born again by
the word of God, laying before them the de-
formity and misery of their natural life, or
rather of their living death ; and likewise the
excellence of that spiritual life, of which Christ
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is the Author, fountain, and pattern; pressing
them also by the most powerful exhortations,
that denying all carnal lusts, they may give
themselves up to be new-moulded and formed
by the Spirit of God. And in this manner
the word is to them a moral instrument of re-
generation, by teaching and persuasion. But
the word operates effectually in none, unless
it be impregnated by the efficacy of the Spirit.
To the external word must be added the inter-
nal, which is no less effectual than that word of
God, whereby he commanded light to shine
out of darkness.—Wilsius on the Covenants,
chap. 6. Sec. 1, 4, 14, 25.

«Is it not natural to love the means by which
even my very nature itself hath been commu-
nicated to me, and by which I am what I am?
It is violence to the new nature of the chil-
dren of God to withhold from them the word
of the gospel, which hath been instrumental
to their new birth.”’— Howe.

The first principle of the new creature is
faith. Faith is a part of this new creature.
The new creation is an evangelical impression,
and therefore corresponds in its intention with
the gospel. This is the instrument whereby
the creature was wrought; and this was ap-
pointed and published for the glory of God,
% Glory to God in the highest.”

N
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And it was wrought in an ordinary way
by instruction; for that Abraham is commend-
ed, and no doubt but Isaac and Jacob did the
same; so that all along this change of the
heart was wrought by a declaration of the
word of the gospel.

It is necessary by God’s appointment, for
all the degrees of the new birth, and all the
appendages to it. When God shows his own
glory for a farther change, he represents the
species of it in the glass of the Gospel; ¢ be-
holding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image from glory to
glory.” 2 Cor. iii. 18. It is the ministration
of the Spirit in all the acts of the Spirit. If
the Spirit quicken, it is by somegospel pre-
cept; if it comforts, it is by some gospel pro-
mise; if it startles, it is by some threatening
in the word: whatsoever working there is in
the Christian’s heart, it is by some word or
other dropping upon it. If any temptation
which assaults us be baffled, it is by the word
which is the sword of the Spirit. The life of
the Christian is made up of increasing lights,
refreshing comforts, choicer inclinations of the
heart towards God; by the same law whereby
the soul is converted, the heart is rejoiced,
and the eyes are farther enlightened. «The-
law of the Lord is perfect, cenverting the soul,
making wise the simple, rejoicing the heart,
enlightening the eyes.” Psalm xix. 18. The
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Spirit makes the word not only the fire to
kindle the soul, but the bellows to blow; it is
first life, then liveliness to the soul: it is through
the word he begets us, and through the word
he quickens us, ¢« Thy word . hath quickened
me,” Psalm cxix. 50, 93. It is by the word
God gathers a church in the world, by the
same word he sanctifies it to greater degrees.
Eph. v. 26. It is the seed whereby we are
born, the dew whereby we are refreshed. As
it is the seed of our birth, so it is the milk of
our growth. 1 Pet. ii. 2. Faith comes by
hearing and salvation after faith by the foolish-
ness of preaching. 1 Cor. i. 21, It helps us
after we have believed through grace. Acts ,
xviii. 7. } Our fruitfulness depends upon ou
plantation by this river-side. | The influence, :,.
of other ordinances depénds upon it. Sacra-_ i~
ments that nourish and increase, are not effi-
cacious, but by virtue of the word, they have
their dependence upon the word as seals upon
the covenant; the word is operative without
sacraments, sacraments are not operative with-
out the influence of the word, they are only
assistants to it; this quickens and increases
habitual grace, as well as it was the instrument
first to usher it into the heart, ¢ That he might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of
water by the word.” Eph. v. 26. As God
will have the mediation of his Son honoured
in the whole progress and perfection of grace
20
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as the meritorious cause, the efficacy of the
Spirit as the efficient cause, so he will have
the word in every step to heaven honoured as
the instrumental cause; that as Jesus Christ is
all in all, as the chief, so the word may be all
in all as the means. As God created the world
by the word of his power, and by the word of
his providence bid the creatures increase and
multiply, so by the word of the gospel he lays
the foundation and rears the building of his
spiritual house.

Let the word be whispered by the Spirit in
the ear of a rebel sinner, and the curtains which
obscured his sin from his eye, drawn open,
that he may see what a nest of devils he has,
what astonishment will it raise in him! how
will he stand amazed at his folly! how will he
loathe that self, which he before so vehemently
loved? t
" When the word like fire, and the heart like
- tinder come close together, the heart catches
the spark and burns.

The word seems to have an active force
upon the will, though the manner of it be very
hard to conceive. It is operative in the hand
of God for sanctification; the petition of our
Saviour, ¢Sanctify them through thy truth:
thy word is truth,”” John xvii. 17, seems to in-
timate more than a bare objective relation to-
this work; it both shows us our spots and
cleanses them. It is a seed; seed, though
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small, is active; no part of the plant retains a
greater efficacy, all the glory and strength of
the plant in its bud, blossoms, and fruit are
hidden in it; the word is this seed, which
being settled in the heart, by the power of the
Spirit, brings forth this new ¢reature. Itisa
glass that not only represents the image of
God, but by the Spirit changes us into it,
2 Cor. iii. 18. A sword that pierceth the
heart, Heb. iv. 12; yea, sharper than a two-
edged sword, dividing asunder the soul and spi-
rit; it is a fire to burn. The Spirit does so
edge the word, that it cuts to the quick, dis-
cerns the very thoughts, insinuates into the
depths of the heart,and rakes up the small sands
from the bottom, as a fierce wind docs from
the bowels of the sea. It is God’s ordinance
to batter down strong holds; though it be not
a natural instrument to work necessarily, yet
it is likened to natural instruments, which are
active under the efficiency of the agent which
manages them; and this, also, in the hand of
the Spirit, works mighty effecets. So that the
word is mighty in operation as well as clear in
representation; for an activity seems to be
ascribed to it by the seripture metaphors. The
chief activity of it is seen in the likencss which
it produces in the soul to itself. Seeds have
an efficacious virtue to produce plants of the
same kind with that whose seeds they are, so
that the word producesqualities in the heart like

‘
¥
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itself. The law in the heart, is the law in the
word transcribed in the soul; a graft which
changes a crabbed stock into a sweet tree, Jas.
i. 1, 2; like a seal, it leaves a likeness and im-
pression of itself ; it works a likeness to God
as he is revealed in the gospel; for we are
changed into the same image;—what image?
The same image which we behold in that
glass, 2 Cor. iii. 18, not his essential image,
but the image of his glory, represented in the
gospel for our imitation. The word is the
glory of God in a glass, and imprints the image
of the glory ef God in the heart. It is a soften-
ing word, and produces a mollificd heart; an
enlightening word, and causes an enlightened
soul; a divine word, and engenders a divine
nature: it is a spiritual word and produces a
spiritual frame; as it is God’s will, it subdues
our will; it is a sanctifying truth, and so makes
a sink of sin to become the habitation of Christ.
To conclude, this is certain, the promise in the
word breeds principles in the heart suitable to
itself; it shows God a father, and raises up
principles of love and reverence; it shows
Christ a mediator, and raises up principles of
faith and desire. Christ in the word, con-
ceives Christ in the heart; Christ in the word,
the beginning of grace, conceives Christ in the
soul, the hope of glory.—Charnock on the In-
strument of Regeneration.



APPROVED AUTHORS. 233

The gospel has, in every age, proved the
power of God unto salvation. It was by the
preaching of it that three thousand were con-
verted on the day of Pentecost, and myriads
were afterwards induced to renounce Judaism
and heathenism, and to embrace the religion
of Christ with the full consent of their hearts,

These things, 1 think, cannot be accounted
for, but by the Scripture doctrine of grace,
which operates according to its sovereign will;
for if the word possessed a power in itself to
convert the soul, we might expect the change
to be accomplished in every case where the
means were used with equal diligence, and the
effect to be the greatest in those who were pre-
disposed by the superior cultivation of their
faculties. Upon no other principle can we
explain other facts in the history of religion;
as that the word of God should at last engage
the serious attention of a person who had for a
long series of years discovered the utmost in-
difference to it; and that it should make a sud-
den impression, like a flash of lightning be-
tokened by no appearance of the sky, but an
impression which ever after remains. It is
evident, that now the time of gracious visita-
tion is come. The man is the same as he ever
was; and the truths are the same which he has
repeatedly heard; but a new power attends
them, by which his attention 1s arrested and
his mind is convinced. While the word was

20*
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left to work by its own power, it effected no-
thing; but now it proves mighty through God,
and brings every thought into captivity to
Christ.

When Paul preached to the women of Phi-
lippi, who were assembled for prayer, they all
heard; but of one the historian says,—¢ A cer-
tain woman named Lydia heard us; whose
heart the Lord opened, that she attended to
the things which were spoken of Paul.”” Aects
xvi. 14.  And this is a true account of every
conversion. The change is secretly effected,
by the Spirit of God concurring with the
word. Paul may plant and Apollos water, but
it is God that giveth the increase. 1 Cor. iii.

. 17.—Dick’s Theology, vol. 2, p. 339, 351, 352.

But the immutable and everlasting God has
condescended to multiply those favours upon
us as Christians, which should bind our souls
to him in the bonds of unchangeable love, for
of his own sovereign will he impregnated us with
the powerful word of his divine and evangeli-
cal truth, that we might be a kind of first fruits
of his creatures, more excellent than others and
in a peculiar manner separated and consecrated
to him from the rest of mankind. Let us be
conscious of the honour he has hereby done us,
and take heed we do not sacrilegiously alienate
ourselves from his service.—Doddridge on
James i. 18.
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We who believe, have a most eminent and
endearing demonstration, that the best of all
blessings we derive from him; as it is not from
any wisdom or power, worthiness, or merit in
us, but merely of his own good will, and sove-
reign pleasure, according to his abundant mercy,
that he has regenerated and begotten us to a
lively hope of an everlasting inheritance (Job
i, 13: 1 Pet. i. 3, 4,) by means of the gospel
which is his true and faithful word, and is ren-
dered efficacious in the hand of the Spirit, for
producing the new birth and all the holiness*
and happiness which ensue upon it. See 1 Cor.
iv. 15, and 1 Pet. i. 23.—Guise on James i. 18,

This comfort which we have by the word is
the quickening and life of the soul. The life
of our soul is first received by the word, and
still maintained by the same word; “of his
own will begat he us with the word of truth.”?
James i. 18.  “ Being born again, not of cor-
ruptible seed but of incorruptible, by the word
of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.”’—
Manton on 119th Psalm.

Only those however can apply the comfort of
the word, who have felt its quickening power.
When dead in sin, it quickened us, James i. 18;
1 Pet. i.23. When sunk in trouble it revived
us, verses 81, 82, not however, by any innate
power of its own, but by the exhibition of the
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Saviour, as the spring of life and consolation.—
Bridges on 119th Psalm.

The word hath a heart turning, a soul con-
verting efficacy in it. It is a regenerating, as
well as convincing word. 1 Pet.1.23; 1 Thes.
1. 9. The law wounds, the gospel cures, the
law discovers the evil that is in sin, and the
miscry that follows it; and the Spirit of God,
working in fellowship with the word, effectu-
ally turns the heart from sin. And thus we
see in what glorious acts the efficacy of the
word discovers itself upon the hearts of men;
and all these acts lie in order to each other:
for, until the soul be awakened, it cannot be
enlightened, Eph. v. 14. Till it be enlight-
ened, it cannot be convinced, Eph. v. 15,
Conviction being nothing else but the applica-
tion of the light that shines in the mind to the
conscience of a sinner: till it be convinced it
cannot be wounded for sin, Acts xi. 37; and
until it be wounded for sin, it will never be
converted from sin, and brought effectually to
Jesus Christ.  And thus we see what the power
of the word is. And it is most certain, that it
is not a power inherent in itself, nor derived
from the instrument by which it is managed,
but from the Spirit of the Lord, who commu-
nicates to it all that power and efficacy which
it hath upon our souls. Its power is not in or
from itself: it works not in a physical way, as
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natural agents do; for then the effect would
always follow, except it were miraculously hin-
dered. But this spiritual efficacy is in the
word, as the healing virtue was in the waters
of Bethesda. John v. 4. “An angel went
down at a certain season into the pool, and
troubled the water. Whosoever then first,
after the troubling of  the water, stept in, was
made whole of whatsoever disease he had.”
It is not a power naturally inherent in it at all
times, but communicated to it at some special
seasons. How often is the word preached,
and no man awakened or convinced by it. If
you say, Whence then hath the word all this
power? Our answer is, It derives it all from
the Spirit of God. 1 Thes. ii. 13. ¢ For this
cause thank we God without ceasing, because
when ye received the word of God which ye
heard of us, ye, received it not as the word
of man, but (as it is in truth) the word of God,
which effectually worketh in you that believe.”
It is a successful instrument only when it is in
the hand of the Spirit, without whose influence
it never did, nor can convince, convert, or save
any soul. Now,the Spirit of God hath a sove-
reignty over three things in order to the con-
version of sinners: »

1. Over the word which works.

2. Over the soul wrought upon.

3. Over the time and season of working.—
Flgvel, Vol. 2. p. 297—299.
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Of this new being we have these two things
specified : 1. Its high original from God, Be-
gotten again of his word: 2. That which so
much commends good things, its duration.
And this follows from the other: for if the
principle of this be incorruptible, itself must be
so too. The word of God is not only a living
and ever abiding word in itself, but likewise in
reference to this new birth and spiritual life of
a Christian; and in this sense that which is
here spoken of, is intended: it is therefore
called, not only an abiding word, but incor-
ruptible seed, which expressly relates to rege-
neration.

The word of God is so like himself, and
carries so plainly the image of his power and
wisdom, that where they are spoken of to-
gether, it is sometimes doubtful whether the
expressions are to be referred to Himself or to
His word: (as Heb. iv. 12; and so here:) but
there is no hazard in referring them either way,
seeing there is truth in both, and pertinency
too; for they who refer them to God, affirm
that they are intended for the extolling of His
word, being the subject in hand, and that we
may know it to be like him. But 1 think
here that the Apostle speaks of the word; it is
said to be quick or living ({ws,) in the fore-cited
text, as well as in the passage before us; and
the phrase, abiding for ever, is expressly re-
peated of it here in the prophet’s words. And
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(with respect to those learned men who apply
them to God) I remember not that this abiding
for ever is used to express God’s eternity in
himself. Howsoever this incorruptible seed
is the living and everlasting word of the living
and everlasting God, and is therefore such, be-
cause he, whose it is, is such.—Bishop Leigh-
ton on 1 Pet. i. 23. ’

To contest much, how in this regeneration
He works upon the will, and renews it, is to
little purpose, provided this be granted, that it
is in his power to regenerate and renew a man
at his pleasure; and how is it possible not to
grant this, unless we will run into that error, to
think that God hath made a creature too hard
for him to rule, or hath willingly exempted it?
And shall theworks of the Almighty,especially
this work, wherein most of all he glories, fail in
his hand and remain imperfect? Shall there be
any abortive wishes whereof God is the Father?
¢« Shall 1 bring to the birth and not cause to
bring forth?”’ Isa. lxvi. 9. No, no sinner so
dead, but there is virtue in his hand to revive
of the very stones. Though the most impeni- -
tent hearts are as stones within them, yet he
“can make children to Abraham.” Luke iii.
8. He can digout “the heart of stone and put
a heart of flesh”’ in its place, Ezek. xxvi. 26;
otherwise, he would not have made such a pro-
mise, ¢ Not of flesh, nor of the will of man,
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but of God.” John i. 13. If his sovereign
will is not a sufficient principle of this regene-
ration, why then says the Apostle James,
«Of his own will begat he us?’>  And he adds
the subordinate cause, By the word of truth,”
James i. 18, which is here called the immortal
seed of the new birth.

Therefore it is that the Lord hath appointed
the continuance of the ministry of this word;
to the end that his church may still be faithful,
bringing forth sons unto himj that the assem-
blies of his people may be like « flocks of sheep
coming up from the washing, none barren
amongst them.” Cant. iv. 2.

But though this word cannot beget without
Him, yet it is by this word that He begets,
and ordinarily not without. It is true that the
substantial Eternal word is to us (as we said)
the spring of this new birth and life, the head
from whom the spirits of the supernatural life,
flow; but that by the word here is meant the
gospel, the Apostle puts out of doubt, verse the
last, « And this is the word which by the gos-
pel is preached unto you.”” Therefore, thus
is this word really the seed of this new birth,
because it contains and declares that other
word, the Son of God as our life. The word
is spoken in common, and so is the same to all
hearers; but then all hearts being naturally
shut against it, God doth by his own hand open
some to receive it, and mixes it with faith;
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and those it renews, and restoreth in them the
image of God, draws the traces of it anew, and
makes them the sons’of God. “ My doctrine
shall drop as the dew * says Moses. Deut.
xxxii. 2, The word, as a heavenly dew, not
falling, but dropped into the heart by God’s
own Spirit, mnakes it all become spiritual and
heavenly, and turns unto one of those drops of
dew to which the children of God are com-
pared to, Psalm cx. 3. % Thou hast the dew of
thy youth.” ,

The natural estate of the soul is darkness,
and the word as a Divine light shining into it,
transforms the soul into its own nature; so
that as the word is called light, so is the soul
that is renewed by it, ¢ Ye were darkness, but
now are ye not only enlightened, but light in
the Lord.” Eph. v. 8. All the evils of the
natural mind are often comprised under the
name darkness and error, and therefore is the
whole work of conversion likewise signified
by light and truth: «He begat us by the word
of truth.”” James i. 18. So 2 Cor. iv. 16, al-
luding to the first fiat luz, or « Let there be
light,” in the ecreation. The word brought
within the soul by the Spirit, lets it see its
own necessity and Christ’s sufficiency, con-
vinceth it thoroughly, and causeth it to cast
over itself upon him for life; and this is the
very begetting of it again to eternal life.—.
Leighton on 1 Pet. i. 25,

21
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Now follows an account of the great means
or instrument by which all this should be ef-
fected, how the kingdom of Christ under the
New Testament should be erected: The Law
shall go out of Zion, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem. It is a law which 1s the great
instrument of gathering the nations into the
bosom of the church: Al nations shall flow into
it, for the law shall go out of Zion. And thisis
not effected by the law of commandments, but
by the gospel only. Indeed, the law of com-
mandments is the instrument of conviction,
and “was added because of transgression.”
But it is the gospel that is the great iustrument
of conversion, Rom, x. 17: ¢ Faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God, even
the gospel of our salvation.”” This is the rod
of .Christ’s ‘strength, which he sends out of
Zion, and by swaying of which he brings in
armies of volunteers, “like the drops of the
dew from the womb of the morning.”’—Ser-
mon of E. Erskine on Isa. xi. 3.

The sound of the great trumpet is a sound
of life to dead sinners, for rousing and awaken-
ing the dead; and blessed are they that are
awakened and quickened with the sound of it;
for the voice of it is, “ Awake, thou that sleep-
est, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall
give thee light.”” Eph, v. 4. No trumpet but
that of the living and life-giving God can
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sound after this manner; and it is like him-
self; for he is the God that quickens the dead;
and calls things that be not, as though they
were. Rom. iv. 17.—Sermon by R. Erskine,
entitled the Great Trumpet of the everlasting
Gospel.

Concerning this hearing of the voice of the
Son of God, we offer the following remarks.

1. The voice of man strikes the ear with
an external sound; but the voice of the Son
of God strikes the heart with an internal effi-
cacy and energy. To hear the voice of the
Son of God, then, is not only a hearing with
the ear, but a believing with the heart: ¢ the
dead shall hear, and they that hear shall live.”

2. All that hear shall live; but, indeed, all
that are dead will not hear: for many have
ears and hear not; and hearing they do not
hear in the sense I have explained; but, « All
that the Father hath given me,”” says Christ,
«shall come unto mej’’ all whose ears God
bores and opens, to take up the voice of his
Son Jesus Christ, which quickens them.

3. Yea, Christ here distinctly commends
and extols a twofold grace and virtue of his
voice; the dead shall hear the voice; and
it being heard they shall live. It is no less

" preternatural for the dead to hear, than it
is for the dead to live; it is equally above na-
ture to effectuate the one as the other; but it
points out the method of the application of
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divine grace, and the order of the Spirit’s ope-
ration. Sovereign efficacious grace, makesfirst
the dead to hear the voice of the Son of God,
and then the hearer shall live: the Almighty
hand of God first bores the ear of the soul; and
then by the bored ear, lets in life to it.

4. But these are the secret effects of divine
power; the Lord speaks as he did to Isaiah
viii. 1. “With a strong hand,”” making the
voice sound to the centre of the soul. What
is spoken only to the ear, dies on the ear; but
this still voice of the Spirit makes its entrance
by secret passages into the heart, on which it
leaves a stamp and impress of God. Others
hear the sound of words and syllables as well
as they; but they do not hear the voice of the
Son of God, touching and reaching, catching,
quickening, and captivating their whole soul.—
The happy hour of Christ’s quickening voice, by
Ralph Erskine.

But the Lord powerfully works. this faith
in the souls of his own elect. The gospel
comes unto them, not in word only, but also in

ower, .

It finds them in a state of nature; but is
blessed for bringing them into a state of grace.
—G@Gib on the Covenants.

The Spirit makes use of the word as an ef-
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fectual means of convincing and convertmg
smners 1 Cor. xiv. 14: Acts xxvi. 18.
Fisher’s Catechism.

The work of saving conversion, is not ef-
fected by the word without the Spirit, nor by
the Spirit without the word.

The Holy Spirit not only gives us a power
of believing and walking in the path of duty;
but he gives the very act work or walk itself.
Phil. i. 29; ii. 13. Zech. x. 12.

Yet it does not follow that the Holy Spirit
in this work acts upon man as a stock or stone;
because he does not act without the word, nor
otherwise than in opening the understandmg
to understand the word and determining the
will to receive it. “ Received ye the Spirit by
the works of the law, or by the hearing of
faith?”—Dr. Anderson’s Letters to Bellamy,page
230, 231.

The outward call proves an effectual call
only in those cases where the Spirit of God
enters the heart along with it, « working in us
both to will and to do, and the work of faith
with power.” But the word, in itself ineffec-
tual, becomes a powerful weapon in the hand of
the Spirit. When this divine and almighty
agent, whose office it is to take of the things
which are Christ’s and show them to our souls,
works, there is success in the foulest and
hardest hearts; and without his influence the

21*
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most probable means fail. Hence he is styled
“the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Christ.” Eph. i. 17. This dis-
tinction between the outward call and that
which is effectual, is clearly marked in the
words of Paul to the Thessalonians: « Our gos-
pel came not unto you in word only, but also
in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance.” 1 Thes. i. 5.— Sermon by Dr. Shaw
on the Gospel Call.
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APPENDIX.

ADDRESS TO THE MEMBERS AND HEARERS
BELONGING TO THE AUTHOR’S PASTORAL
CHARGE.

BeLoveDp BRETHREN,—
) This little book is placed in your hands
for the following reasens:—

1. The important doctrine it teaches has
been assailed among you.

2. I know I must give an account to God
for the manner in which I discharge the office
of the holy ministry. -The commission which
was given to the prophet Ezekiel, not to no-
tice other similar passages, contains at once
the arduous duty and awful responsibility of
the gospel ministry. ¢ Son of man, 1 have
made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel:
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give
them warning from me,” &c.* It appears,
then, that the ministers of religion have cause
to fear the wrath of the Almighty, should they

* Chap. iii. 17—21.
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fail either through the fear of man, or love of
ease, or worldly interest to warn the people
of their charge against every approaching
danger.

3. As an expression of my gratitude for the
candour and forbearance with which you have
received my imperfect labours—for your grave

,and diligent attendance upon gospel ordinances
since my settlement among you, and for the
generous temporal support you have given me,
through many heavy trials and discourage-
ments.

4. The present may be the last opportunity
afforded me to express my many obligations to
you; which can be done in no better way, than
by bearing a faithful testimony to that precious
truth, which is? revealed in the gospel of the
grace of God, as the sure foundation of our
faith and hope. Present time, only, is ours.

5. To supply the Lord’s people with addi-
tional assistance in the study of the scriptures.
So faras known to me, no separate treatise has
been given to the church, designed so fully to
explain the Nature of Regeneration, and to
prove the instrumentality of the word of truth in
s produclion in the soul. But you will here
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find the substance of the arguments on which
the doctrine rests, drawn from the scriptures
of truth.

6. Because the sum of true religion consists in
being transformed into the holy image of God;
.of which regeneration is the first step. It
is that eternal life revealed in the scriptures
and begun in its principle, in opposition to all
creature holiness, and all mere external wor-
ship. Itis entirely the work of God in op-
position to-all the different religions of men.
Hence we find, that those who trust in “rites
and ceremonies, merits, pardons for money,
praying to saints, conjuring spirits, crossings,
sprinkling with holy water,” &c., persecute
this true religion; malign the character of its
professors, destroy their bodies when they
have the power, and blasphemously burn that
blessed book in which God has revealed it to
men. Remember, then, my beloved brethren,
that no attainments in knowledge, no regard
to the externals of religion, no macerations of
body—no sacrifices which you may or can
make will admit you into heaven.—¢ Verily,
" verily, I say unto you, except a man be born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
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7. That you may be comforted and supported
by the love of God in those trials which are
incident to. your passage through this present
evil world. In the regenerating act, the love
of God is first shed abroad in your hearts by
the Holy Ghost; by which you are brought to
love God, and all who bear his image; you
have communion with the Father and his Son
Jesus Christ ; and spiritual, if not visible, com-,
munion with all the saints, But such is your
remaining imperfection; such the injustice
of men, arising from corrupt nature; and so
great the evils of the world which you are
called to encounter in the service of God, that
you may enjoy but little sensible communion
with God,—and but little comfortable fellow-
ship with his people. Thus your grief and
sorrow of heart may cause you to water your
couch with tears, and forget your accustomed
food. But let your joys also abound, for the
image of God upon your souls is indestructihle
and immortal,—the love of God is eternal;
and in a little time shall your love to God and
to one another, be made perfcet, when all the
saints meet in glory, “when none but saints
shall be there, and saints made perfect. O
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blessed state! How much surpassing the best
below! O amiable and excellent grace of love!
How much does it exceed the most valuable
gift, when it outshines every grace, and is the
everlasting consummation of them! When
faith and hope are at an end, love will burn
for ever with the brightest flame.”* « Now
abideth faith, hope, love; but the greatest of
these is LovE.”

Finally, I bring you no new doctrine; it is
the doctrine of the Bible, of your subordinate
standards, of your former pastors, that you
will find exhibited in these pages. The Rev.
Joseph Shaw, LL. D. whose mortal remains
now rest in front of your place of worship,
bore a full and explicit testimony to the im-
portant doctrine, that the Spirit of God em-
ploys the word of truth in the regeneration of
his people. His testimony to this truth is found
in the last sermon of his life,—the last mes-
sage of mercy which he was permitted to bring
to you, in the great name of our common
Lord and Master, whom he so faithfully
_served.

* 8. Brown, on 1 Cor. xiii. 13.
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