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Notes Editorial and Critical

The Rev. Theodore S. Wynkoop
went early as’ a missionary of the
Presbyterian Board to India, where

we heard from

The Printed him almost fifty
Word years ago as one

the instructors of

the native students for the ministry
in the Seminary at Allahabad. Re-
called to this country by the death of
his father to perform a filial duty, he
became a pastor in Washington, D. C.

This duty performed, he returned
to India, where he has been for many
years Secretary of the North India
Auxiliary of the British and Foreign
Bible Society, with headquarters in
Allahabad. In a recent address be-
fore the North India Missionary
Conference, which he has himself sent
us, after speaking of the danger that
threatens the missionary work by
preachers and teachers tampering with
the Word of God, he calls attention
to the advantages of the printed Word
over even much of the work of the
preacher. He says

“We speak and pass on. Our hear-
ers hear in fragments and do not un-
derstand. But the printed book re-
mains. It may be read and re-read,
until the mystery of God is unfolded
by his Holy Spirit to the dull heart
of man. It may be hidden for years,
like corn in the encasements of the

(Vol. xi—9)

Egyptian dead, and then in some
strange way come forth into our
hands to be the seed of life. Here is
a typical instance:

“‘Where did you get that page?
asked a missionary of a fakir, who
came to him for instruction with a
fragment of St. John, containing that
wonderful 3, 16.

“‘I found it by the wayside under
the snows of Badrinath.’”

In a personal letter of later date,
Mr. Wynkoop laments that such great
and wide-spread evil is being wrought
by the “preachers and teachers tam-
pering with the Word of God”, re-
ferred to above. It places a power-
ul weapon in the hands of the Hindus
and Mohammedans, who urge against
Christianity, that “a religion that has
been discredited and discarded in the
Occident does not deserve consider-
ation in the Orient”.

* * * * * * *

This colloquy was reported not long
ago in one of the comic sheets, as
occurring between
two representative
characters;  and
were it not so
tragic it might pass for comic:

My. Sapleigh.—Why is it that the
poets are always talking of an “ach-

An “Aching
Void”
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of exegetical details in order to show, not
only how every word of this Mosaic scheme
of pedagogy emphasizes the transcendent
importance of religion, but also how every
detail of this divinely appointed system of
home training accentuates the responsibility
of parents. The word of God is to be in
the heart, it is to be taught diligently to
the children, it is to be harpooned into their
minds, it is to be the subject of talk ¢s a
part of our life, we are to speak of it as

naturally as we breathe or eat; it is to dom-
inate the whole man—head, eyes, hands, to
regulate the whole life—thoughts, purposes,
actions, it is to rule the whole house—to
hallow the home in all its phases of activity
or rest all its goings out and comings in
That is God’s ideal of home training in
religion. If it is ever to be realized it must
be realized through the faithfulness of par-
ents.

Our Seminary Curriculum: What Ought It to Be?

Rev. B. B. WarrieLp, D.D., LL.D., ProFEssorR oF THEOLOGY,
PriNcerON, N. J.

Much of the confusion into which
opinion as to the proper curriculum of a
theological seminary is apparently drifting,
seems to arise from altering, or perhaps
we would better say varying, conceptions
of the functions of the ministry for which
the theological seminary is intended to pro-
vide a training. A low view of the func-
tions of the ministry will naturally carry
with it a low conception of the training
necessary for it. A rationalistic view of
the functions of the ministry entails a cor-
responding conception of the training
which fits for it. An evangelical view of
the functions of the ministry demands a
consonant training for that ministry. And
a high view of the functions of the min-
istry on evangelical lines inevitably pro-
duces a high conception of the training
which is needed to prepare men for the
exercise of these high functions.

Our Episcopalian brethren are complain-
ing bitterly of the difficulties they are ex-
periencing in obtaining candidates for
orders with anything like adequate equip-
ment. They may enact canons galore re-
quiring real and precise tests to be applied.
What they find impossible is to convince
either examiners or examined that these
tests should be seriously applied. They do
not see the use of it, when all that is re-
quired of the clergy is Ut pueris placeant
et declamationes fiant. Pretty nearly any-
body seems to them “to know enough to
get along in a parish”.

Similar difficulties are not unknown

to Presbyterians., All the requirements
which can be stuffed into a Form of
Government will not secure that a high
standard of training will be maintained, if
a suspicion forms itself in the minds of
the administrators of this Form of Gov-
ernment that a minister does not need
such learning. And this suspicion will in-
evitably form itself—and harden into a
conviction—if the functions of the minis-
ter come to be conceived lowly; if the
minister comes to be thought of, for ex-
ample, fundamentally as merely the head
of a social organization from whom may
be demanded pleasant manners and exec-
utive ability; or as little more than a zeal-
ous “promoter” who knows how to seek
out and attach to this enterprise a multi-
tude of men; or as merely an entertaining
lecturer who can be counted upon to
charm away an hour or two of dull Sab-
baths; or even—for here we have, of
course, an infinitely higher conception—as
merely an enthusiastic Christian eager to
do work for Christ. If a minister’s whole
function is summed up in these or such
things—we might as well close our theo-
logical seminaries, withdraw our candi-
dates from the colleges and schools, and
seek recruits for the ministry among the
capable young fellows about town. The
“three R’s” will constitute all the literary
equipment they require; their English
Bible their whole theological outfit; and
zeal their highest spiritual attainment.

It has not been characteristic of the ra-
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tionalistic bodies to think meanly of the
functions of the minister or of the equip-
ment requisite to fit him to perform them.
Their tendency has been to treat the min-
ister rather as an intellectual than as a
religious guide; and they have rather
secularized than vulgarized his fraining.
For a hundred years, now, our Unitarian
friends have been urging upon us this
secularized conception of the ministerial
functions and of the minister’s training.
Ex-president Charles W. Eliot, of Har-
vard, for example, winningly commended
it to us a quarter of a century ago in a
much-talked of article in The Princeton
Review, but was happily set right by Dr.
F. L. Patton in the next number. What
pow attracts attention is that this secu-
larized conception has begun to wander
away from home in these last days, and
to invade evangelical circles. It is a high-
Iy honored Presbyterian elder whose voice
arries far over the land, who has lately
told us that the proper function of the
minstry is to mediate modern advances in
knowledge to the people, through the
churches. Were that true, the ministry
would no longer be a spiritual office, but
only an educational agency; and training
for it should be sought not in the theo-
logical seminaries, but in the universities.
He would be the best-equipped minister
who had obtained the most thorough
knowledge, not of the ways of God with
men and the purposes of God’s grace for
men, but of the most recent currents of
thought and fancy which flow up and
down in the restless hearts of men.
Extremes meet. Pietist and Rationalist
have ever hunted in couples and dragged
down their quarry together. They may
differ as to why they deem theology mere
lumber, and would not have the prospective
minister waste his time in acquiring it.
The one loves God so much, the other
loves him so little, that he does not care
to know him, but they agree that it is not

worth while to learn to know him.
The simple English Bible seems to
be the one sufficient equipment for

the minister, because in the fervor of
his religous enthusiasm, it seems to him
enough for the renovating of the world,
just to lisp its precious words to man. It

seems to the other all the theological equip-
ment a minister needs, because in his view
the less theology a minister has the better.
He considers him ill-employed in poring
over Hebrew and Greek pages, endeavor-
ing to extract their real meaning—for
what does it matter what their real mean-
ing is? The prospective minister would,
in his opinion, be better occupied in ex-
panding his mind by contemplation of the
great attainments of the human spirit, and
in learning to know that social animal,
Man, by tracing out the workings of his
social aptitudes and probing the secrets
of his social movements.

I1f the minister is simply an advance
agent of modern culture, a kind of Uni-
versity-Extension lecturer, whose whole
function is to ‘“elevate the masses” and
“improve the social organism”,—why, of
course, art and literature should take the
place of Greek and Hebrew, and “Soci-
ology” the place of Theology in our semi-
nary curriculum. If the whole function
of the minister is “inspirational” rather
than “instructional”, and his work is fin-
ished when the religious nature of man is
roused to action, and the religious emo-
tions are set surging, with only a very
vague notion of the objects to which the
awakened religious affections should turn,
or the ends to which the religious activi-
ties, once set in motion, should be directed,
—why, then, no doubt we may dispense
with all serious study of Scripture, and
content ourselves with the employment of
its grand music merely to excite religious
susceptibilities.

But, if the minister is the mouth-piece
of the Most High, charged with a message
to deliver, to expound and enforce; stand-
ing in the name of God before men, to
make known to them who and what this
God is, and what his purposes of grace
are, and what his will for his people,—
then, the whole aspect of things is changed,
Then, it is the prime duty of the minister
to know his message; to know the in-
structions which have been committed to
him for the people, and to know them
thoroughly; to be prepared to declare
them with confidence and with exactness,
to commend them with wisdom, and te
urge them with force and defend them with



184

The Bible Student and Teacher

[October

skill, and to build men up by means of
them into a true knowledge of God and
of his will, which wil] be unassailable in
the face of the fiercest assault.

No second-hand knowledge of the rev-
elation of God for the salvation of a ruined
world can suffice the needs of a ministry
whose function it is to convey this revela-
tion to men, commend it to their accept-
ance and apply it in detail to their needs
—to all their needs, from the moment that
they are called into participation in the
grace of God, until the moment when they
stand perfect in God’s sight, built up by
his Spirit into new men. For such a min-
istry as this the most complete knowledge
of the wisdom of the world supplies no
equipment; the most fervid enthusiasm of
service leaves without furnishing. Nothing
will suffice for it but to know; to know
the Book; to know it at first hand; and to
know it through and through. And what
is required first of all for training men for
such a ministry is that the Book should be
given them in its very words as it has
come from God’s hand and in the fullness
of its meaning, as that meaning has been
ascertained by the labors of generations
of men of God who have brought to bear
upon it all the resources of sanctified
scholarship and consecrated thought.

How worthily our fathers thought of
the ministry! And what wise provision
they made for training men for it, when
they set out the curriculum of their first
theological seminary! This curriculum
was framed with the express design that
those who pursued it should come forth
from it these five things: “a sound Bibli-
cal critic”; “a defender of the Christian
faith”; ‘“an able and sound divine”; “a
useful preacher and faithful pastor”; and
a man “qualified to exercise discipline and
to take part in the government of the
Church in all its judicatures”.

A well-rounded minister this, one equal
to the functions which belong to a minister
of the New Testament order. But that we
may have such ministers, we must provide
such a training for the ministry as will
produce such ministers. And that means
nothing less than that our theological cur-
riculum should provide for the serious
mastery of the several branches of theo-
logical science. A comprehensive and
thorough theological training is the con-
dition of a really qualified ministry. When
we satisfy ourselves with a less compre-
hensive and thorough theological training
we are only condemning ourselves to a
less qualified ministry.

Genius and Its Imitations

Lord Rosebery’s character sketch of
Lord Kelvin was fine and felt. He said:
“What most struck me was his tenacity,
his laboriousness, his indefatigable humility.
In him was visible none of the supercilious-
ness and scorn which sometimes embraces
the strongest intellects. Without conde-
scension he placed himself at once on a
level with his companion. That has seem-
ed to me characteristic of such great men
of science as I have met”. We have often
wondered how it is that while the great
men of science—the Darwins, Kelvins—are
like this, the smaller men, the men who

have never originated anything, but have
merely tried to suck in the ideas of the
masters, so often are impatient, spiteful,
jealous, assertive, impressed as profoundly
by their own superiority as by the stupid-
ity of nine-tenths of humanity. That this
is the attitude of the lesser fry of science,
its sticklebacks and tadpoles, no one will
deny. The little scientist is almost invari-
ably toc clever by half. He hangs up pic-
tures of Darwin in his study. His talk is
of Darwin. Yet he has as little of the
heart as he has of the brain of that great
master.—London Saturday Review.
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