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A Poet's Best

WO OF POE'S POEMS are reprinted by us on another page. In

“ Helen ''and“ Israfel ” we have PoE the sane and undying. Pressed

upon by unlovely life, scorning the mob and all the brute accompaniments

of democracy, thwarted and dispirited , he did what the hunted deer will

do when cornered by the hounds. He jumped clear. Hating his sur

roundings, spurning the ground , he flew straight up from geographical

and racial limitations, and sang a song that Israfel or Moses and the

LAMB could have sung in any clime at any age. Only two things are

needed for that musiconly two - wings and the golden throat. There

is the hint in him of glorious galleys, golden galleys, argosies sunk in

the unplumbed acres of mid - sea, the dance of the stars at midnight,

the radiant pour of the full moon , the romance of the upper air, lawns

bathed in dew and beating back the waves of the infinite distances. He

was riming sheer unrelated beauty. He imagined himself free of imme

diate ugly local life, selfish , cruel haste , fever and thirst, and found sing

ing robes and a welcome in the gardens that hang clear of the temporal

world . There is no space , no time in his verse. But, in cutting loose

from the local, he did not reach the universal. lle had no love for

troubled men , no instrument for the low , sad music of humanity. It

was the cry of a lonely man , remote from the comforts of the world's

loves . All the strings went untouched save the one string of a soli

tary nature questing beauty. What he reached is enough, although

barely enough, to give him immortality. It is the sobbing note of

the God -forsaken.

9

An American Genius

A

POE

Blessed Is He

HE HUMORIST is the only creator who is assured

of welcome by his contemporaries and of affection

ate quotation by his neighbors. The world is imme

T
diately receptive to his tidings of great joy. Poets,

painters, sculptors, musicians work against the grain

of the natural world . Their message does not fit

snugly into the structure of the universe. Their

life is a battle, and sometimes a torture ; and in sad

ness they beat their lonely music out . They may be struggling to inform

a sullen world that all the blind effort is shaping up to a radiant con

summation , and that the whole race of mankind is dimly obedient to

the heavenly vision ; yet most men , hearing this interpretation of the

daily lot , think it criticism and curse the singer. Then comes the

humorist. With a vision of life as full -orbed as that rendered through

the lyric voice or the color-sense, and an interpretation of pain and

failure as searching and fundamental as that of the prophets, he roars

out his truths to the applause of his hearers. Revelers halt the chorus

for him to insert his mirthful strophe, and the saints delay the rite

to catch his casual whisper. His visits to this stricken planet are never

ill-timed . Dante ate bitter bread where ARISTOPIIANES would have

won enthusiastic banquets. Kindly is the fate of RABELAIS, CHAUCER.

DICKENS, even CERVANTES — to be both glorious and happy — to reveal

truth and gain welcome.

Sport

YOUNG MAN , spending some years in New Haven for the sake

of equipping his mind with weapons for a happy and useful exist

ence , fails to perform successfully in a rowing contest against Harvard

University. His health deteriorates ; he is unable to resist disease ; in

six months he is dead. The tragedy is a condensed and powerful argu

ment for the return of college athletics to within the limits of cheerful

relaxation , to the temper in which it is practised in the British colleges,

where it is not treated as if every football or rowing contest were a

Trafalgar or Waterloo.

Ugliness and Beauty

ENTION POE in a well-mannered gathering, and these are the

ideas that group themselves : First , a bright cluster of glossy

Ravens and shuddering Rue Morgue murders ; less sharp but still clear,

the Bells and the Gold-Bug ; and, last in the ardent throng, a dim

wake of Annabel Lees and Ulalumes shivering off into the immemo

rial darkness of midnight tarns . This estimate places PoE at a small

remove only from the horror school of “ MONK ” LEWIS, with the feast

of worms and the anapestic play of moonlight on tombstones - a naked

appeal to the fleshly nerve of fear. This is precisely to lose PoE in the

dexterity of his trick performance. It will take him long to emerge

from his magic mirrors, cabinet specialties, floating bodies, and thump

ing, leaping tambourines. It is as difficult as if HERRMANN the Great

had rounded off his breezy evening with a call to prayer . If Poe is

fully to inherit the future, we must separate him from his perishing

elements. We must subordinate the horror and mystery, and leave the

sound but slender structure of beauty . PoE says while his adorers appland :

" It writhes ! —it writhes ! —with mortal pangs,

The mimes become its food ,

And the angels sob at vermin fangs

In human gore imbued .

“ And the angels, all pallid and wan ,

Uprising, unveiling, atlirm

That the play is the tragedy, Man .'

And its hero the Conqueror Worm ."

There are traces innumerable in literature of an alchemy that touches

the decaying form into beauty. We have the Persian's word for it :

“ That every Hyacinth the Garden wears

Dropt in her Lap from some once lovely Head.”

Perfect in such transformation are the lines :

OE'S ANNIVERSARY leads to many words about the poet and

weaver of tales, and it is easier for us, as for others, to explain

where his genius reached its limits than to give in words an idea of the

perfection of his art . Moreover, we like the resurgent wave of opinion

in regard to his character. The bigotry and virulence which sprang

from the New England conscience at its worst are ebbing. In place has

come approbation for a soul which struggled , though at times in vain .

If, in his course onward, he seems sometimes to have stumbled, it was

partly because of eagerness, and always with his face toward Eldorado.

To asseverate too loudly that he was not impeccable is to shackle his

memory with a generalization which applies to all mankind. It is by

the visions among which he dwelt that one must finally judge him .

Concerning these, the personages in two of his tales speak as if of the

poet himself:

M

“ They who dream by day are cognisant of many things which escape those who

dream only by night. In their gray visions they obtain glimpses of eternity , and

thrill, in waking, to find that they have been upon the verge of the great secret.

In snatches they learn something of the wisdom which is of good , and more of the

mere knowledge which is of evil . They penetrate, however rudderless or compassless,

into the vast ocean of the light ineffable. ”

“ To dream has been the business of my life . ”

When such a dreamer can crystallize his visions into words as perfect

as those of Poe, there becomes reason , and to spare, for his country to

remember him proudly when one hundred years have passed.

TI

Fortunately Untrue

IIE WATCIIFUL PRESS AGENT fooled one of the most wary

newspapers when he successfully started on its journey the anec

dote that Mr. Tart had been to the theater only once in twenty years

to the play , of course, which this gentleman represented . To the Presi.

dent-elect our congratulations that the story is not true . Not to know

the glamour of the play -house, even in America, would be a loss. Pleas

ure lurks about the footlights. The theater's function is to carry us to

fancy's joys.

" Imagination is the air of mind."

The theater's first purpose is to feed the imagination that makes the

world approach more nearly to our wishes. Often it fulfils its mission

badly, and in this country we still have the task of establishing homes

of classic drama, and of new but leading plays, like the Burgtheater,

the Deutsches Theater, and the (Comédie Française ; but even in this

country it would be a loss never to see the play ; a loss of stimulation ,

of sympathy, and of happiness.

“ And from her fair and unpolluted flesh

May violets spring.”

In this realm PoE is not a great poet. His right to immortal life must

be found in other fields.

Jan. 16



WaterPowerBonds

Netting 6%6
Own YourOwn Cigar Store

Put this Sargent Patent Cigar

Chest in your house or office.

Then buy cigars by the box ,

and

Be Your Own Dealer

50 Sargent Panetelas,

Regular price, $ 3.50.

One Sargent Patent Cigar

Chest, Regular price, $ 5.00

&

3

$ 3.50 BOTHDays

tions
Patented December 22 , 1908.

Other patents pending.

Eos Bote

procuong

TED

CONNECTED WITH

Important Events

in 1909

To introduce our cigars, we will

send to each new customer order

ing 50 Sargent Panetelas , the above

Patent Cigar Chest .

Description of Chest: Exterior of finely grained oak, “ Mission Finish .” In

terior, glass lined . Walls 1 inch thick and heavily insulated. Piano hinge

and lock . Hoids 100 cigars . Size 12 x 8 x 7 ins . Keeps cigars cool and moist.

We know the quality of our cigar is right. We are not going to

say a word about them . All conversation about cigars is the same ,

no matter what price is charged. In order to pay for the chest,

we must make the cigars good enough to obtain your re-orders .

You take no chances. If you find any real or fancied fault with

your purchase, send back chest and remaining cigars and we will

refund your money without question .

If you want to know who we are, ask any of these banks in Bridgeport ,

City National Bank , Pequonnock National Bank , Bridgeport National.

This is the proposition . Send $ 3.50 to us and we will send you 50 Sargent

Panetelas and the chest by express . If you order 100 cigars we will prepay

express. If you prefer Mahogany chest , send $ 1.00 extra ; Circassian Walnut

chest $ 2.00 extra . State preference for mild , medium or strong cigars.

Only one chest will be sent to each customer. Subsequent orders for cigars

will be filled at $ 3.50 for box of 50, or $ 7.00 for 100 , the regular prices .

SARGENT CIGAR COMPANY

638 Water Street

Bridgeport, Conn .
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Hats “ On the Hill "

( Concluded from page 12)

proportion of perhaps one to eight or

ten , and what were the girls who sub
scribed ?

These bonds are secured by First Mortgage The girls who followed what seemed an

on 30,000 Water Horse Power, Mills, Power unvital law looked to be, in comparison

Houses, and other assets, having a total valua with the healthy lawless ones, anemic,

tion of over $ 8,000,000. crushed , ruled by institution and tradition

-sad, Eastern. They did not appear to be
The bonds are payable serially, in accord

moved by instinct onward to the great and
ance with our usual plan.

better unknown , which is the motive force
The bonds are issued at the very conserv- of the university at large, but to have a

ative rate of $ 100 per Horse Power devel
touch of the morality of death. It was

oped, exclusive of Mills and other assets, and sad but inevitable that reactionary forces

are guaranteed by a strong corporation having should be represented . However, it is

a long and successful history, large assets and probable that these forces are really so

an established
income.

weak that they will fade out altogether and

A well located Water Power is a perpetual that the hedge of hats will be maintained

income producing asset. This particular Water in all its glory until another irresistible

Power is one of the most efficient, economic instinct, the external sign of which is fash

and valuable to be found on the North Ameri- ion , shall capture the hearts and fancies of

can Continent. theyoung womanhood of Wisconsin.

We strongly recommend these bonds to The man of Wisconsin fearlessly follows

conservative investors who want an assured wherever his job conducts. him ; even if

income of six per cent for any period of time the result is against tradition and conven

from five to twenty years, at their option. tion. He is instinctive, radical in action,

if not in thought, and progressive. Shall
Send for Our Circular No. V

we deny instinctive radicalism of action

to our girls ? Shall not their radicalismı

Peabody,Houghteling & Co. extend to hats ? Sober-garbed law can not

(Established 1865 ) divorce a girl - if she isan instinctive Wis

181 LA SALLE STREET , CHICAGO consin girl — from her hat. No hollow re

form affects her imagination, least of all ,

perhaps, the hat reform . Can any reformer

touch her heart ? Not if he offers her felt

and negation .INTERNATIONAL ACCOUNTANTS' SOCIETY

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS UNIVERSITY

Fort Street West, Detroit, Mich . Seventh Year - 1909

CORRESPONDENCE COURSE IN

HIGHER ACCOUNTING

Now completely revised and comprising Preliminary Book

keeping, Cosi Accounting, Systematicingand Higher Accounting

-taught completely in 19lessons. " LAFAYETTE COLLEGE, EASTON , PA .
Areyou willing tofill a responsible position asan

ACCOUNTANT, in the Commercialworld , or are you satisfied " THE EDITOR OF COLLIER'S WEEKLY :

to just plod along as an ordinary bookkeeper 1 The demand

for thoroughly trained and educated office men is always greater “ My dear Sir — How did you overlook in
than the supply.

your 'Important Events in 1909 ' :
Opportunity is Knocking Right Now at Your Door

“ ( 1 ) Charles Darwin, b. February 12,
WHY PUT OFF or delay any longer the acquisition of a com

plete knowledge of the principles and practice of the most in 1809 ?

Anential of all professions,and the most profitable, too ?

" And most notable of all :HIGHER ACCOUNTANCY

To master the principles, which are so essential to the success “ ( 2 ) John Calvin, b. July 10, 1509 , the

of every Business, doesnot mean that you must putinseveral
four-hundredth anniversary of whose birthyears of hard , dry study, bor does it mean that your earnings

must stop foroneminute. will be celebrated all over the world as the
A FEWHOURSofspare time spent in interesting study of

The Individual Home Study Course in Higher Ac- organizer of the reformed churches and the

counting will equip anyone possessing a Common School

vindicator of liberty, civil and religious ?education for the positions which are nowe seeking men to fill.

We want you to write for our catalogue, which will be

“ Very truly ,sent to you FREE without any obligation on your part to take

the course. In this cataloguewe tell plainlythe many exclu- “ ETHELBERT D. WARFIELD, President.”
sive advantages and features of

The Individual Home Study Course in Higher Accounting

This course in the revised form of study of 12 meaty lessons.

interesting from every view point, is without question the strong.

est Correspondence Course now being offered to the student.

THE BUSINESS LIBRARY , which is sent to all students A Letter to the Editor
with the first lesson , includes the Magnificent Revised Edition

of the American BUSINESS AND ACCOUNTING ENCY.

CLOPEDIA of Six Volumes, One Vol. Throne's 20th Century “TO THE EDITOR OF COLLIER's :

Bookkeeping and Business Practice , One Vol. Essentials of

Business Law and A HANDSOMELY BOUND VOLUME

“ Sir - Every educated man in Americaof the twelve complete lessons for review on completion of the

course , together with numerous valuable text books. knows that President Eliot has rendered
DO NOT DELAY informing yourself fully on the possibili

splendid service to the cause of education ,ties for a betterment of your position . Simply write for our

catalogue today , it costs you nothing to investigate. and I have no desire to take from him one

The International Accountants' Society particle of the honor he so richly deserves,

Dept. CL , 6 West Fort Street, Detroit, Mich. but Mr. R. W. Child in your Thanksgiving

Number is in error in attributing to Presi

dent Eliot the introduction of the elective

system into American university life .

Stick “ In speaking of Dr. Eliot and Harvard ,

Mr. Child says :

Nickeled Box-Hinged Top ' It meant the introduction of freedom

of learning into American university life,

not only here about this old institution,

but, by example, everywhere.

" "The elective system , the freedom of

higher education , whatever this or that

man shall say of it , has been the most

important idea applied to education that

ever proceeded from a single mind. It

has at least taught the doctrine of indi

The great popularity of Williams' vidualism in learning ; it has at least
cleaned out all the old fog and pettifog

Shaving Soap is based upon sim- of our inherited educational tradition .

ple facts, chief of which is a rich , This belongs to him . It is his.a

" That this is not correct can be seen

creamlike and soothing lather. froman address by Professor Francis

Williams ' Shaving Sticks sent on receipt of price , 25c. , if your Greenwood Peabody of Harvard, delivered
druggist does not supply you. A sample stick (enough for 50 at the University of Virginia a few years
shaves) for 4c, in stamps.

ago. Professor Peabody says :Address THE J. B. WILLIAMS CO ., Dept. A, Glastonbury, Conn.

" The expansion of the elective system

at Harvard is the secret of its growth.

Liberty to teach and liberty to learn have

brought devoted students. And the last

thirty years of life at Harvard have testi

fied to the American faith in liberty as the

basis of education . But when we come to

ask ourselves where this system was first

devised, we come back to
Fifty

$ 1.25 Express Prepaid
years before the administration of Har

vard offered even a modest recognition to

the principle of election it was absolutely
Half morocco , with title in accepted here by the genius, foresight, and

gold . With patent clasps, so philosophic grasp of Mr. Jefferson. Har

that the numbers may be vard claims to be one with the University

inserted weekly. Wlil hold of Virginia in a common devotion to the

one volume. Sent by express principle of liberty in educational life . '

" Thus it is seen that not to Harvard and
prepaid on receipt of price.

President Eliot, but to the University of
Address

Virginia and Thomas Jefferson, belongs the
credit for introducing the elective system

COLLIER'S into American university life.

412 West Thirteenth Street, New York City “ ROBERT K. MASSIE ,

“ Alumnus of University of Virginia.”IN ANSWERING THESE ADVERTISEMENTS PLEASE MENTION COLLIER'S

Webster's New $850 Encyclopedic Dictionary FREE

with each of the first hundred orders
-Tremendous Price Reduction - an overwhelming bargainan extraordinary HALF PRICE offer

MAGNIFICENT 1909 EDITION OF THE

NewAmericanizedEncyclopedia
FIRST IN WEALTH OF LEARNING , FIRST IN WEIGHT OF AUTHORITY, LATEST IN DATE OF PUBLICATION

Fifteen massive volumes, sump uous binding, 10,000 double column pages, 100 suserb maps, 37,000
biographical references, hundreds ofillustrations, colored plates of the rarest beauty .

Williams Shaving
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AL .World. TOREATEST $ 1.00 Secures theSet A Home University$

Binder for Collier's

in the the
A College EducationCHEAPEST in the World Sent Free for Examination A Huge Library

THE KING OF ALL ENCYCLOPEDIAS, AT PRICES NEVER BEFORE APPROACHED

You have always meant to get an Encyclopedia - every intelligent man does. NOW IS THE
TIME. The possession of this latest and greatest of all ENCYCLOPEDIAS puts you ten years
ahead of your less enterprising neighbor.

Other books tell you aboutONE thing; this tells youEVERYTHING. It covers everyphase of
human knowledge , discovery, experience and belief . It records every step in the stately march
of human progress. It covers all epochs of literature, all forms of government, all systems of

religion . All gallant deeds and stirring scenes , all victories of brain or brawn , all marvels of

science and invention, all the glorious achievements that have made history luminous and
civilization possible are found in the ten thousand teeming pages of these splendid volumes .
Can YOU afford to do without it ?

Its Matchless Authority . its contributors. Its writers include such menof world
The most brilliant thinkers of the century are enrolled as C.W.

Jan.

wide fame as Matthew Arnold , James Bryce , John Morley, Andrew Lang, St. George Mivart, 16, '09

Canon Farrar, Edmund Gosse, John Stuart Blackie , Leslie Stephen, Edward Freeman, Lord THE

Kelvin, Robertson Smith, Sir Norman Lockyer, Thorold Rogers, Saintsbury, Swinburne,

Simon Newcomb, John Fiske, Cardinal Gibbons, John Bach McMaster, Admiral Melville , BOOKLOVERS
Thomas B. Reed , Carroll Wright; and these with hundreds of others equally famous give SOCIETY

it an authority so overwhelming, so incomparable that it reigns without a rival in the
156 Fifth Avenue,

realm of scholarship.
New York

Please send me forSpecial HALF PRICE Offer. Deremphasize the issue of the 1909edition of
examination prepaid ,

we are making for a limited time only a special introductory offer at just complete set of the New

ONE -HALF the regular price. The cloth set we price at $ 37, the half morocco Americanized Encyclope

at $46 . Moreover, with each of the first hundred orders to reach us we will dia in hulf MOTTO binding

send absolutely FREE Webster's Huge New Encyclopedic Dictionary , re- at your SPECIAL HALF PRICE

tailing regularly at $8.50 . It is bound in Full Sheep, marbled edges, gold offer of $ 46.01. If the set is sati-fac
stamped and indexed . This combination of the world's most famous tory , I agree to pay upon the pun hase

Cyclopedia and equa ly famous Dictionary gives you a magnificent poice the sum of $ 1.10 in cash within 5
reference library of enormous extent and unmatchable value . days after receipt of gows and 1.50 exch

month thereafter for eightee months. Title

Send No Money Now . Sign and mailtheattached compon and wewill to remain in the Berklovers Salets until

ship you a complete set for five days' FREE
full purchase price has been paid. If the booksexamination . You can return them AT OUR EXPENSE if they fail to give you

are not satisfactory I am to notify yon promptly
entire satisfaction. We pay all transportation charges. Should you desire to

and hold then suljettoscurori Alarme
pur se, then send us $ 1.00 as first payment and pay the balance at the rate Webster's New Encyclopedic Dictionary,which
of $ 2.00 per month for the cloth and $ 2.50 per inouth for the half morio .

I am to receive absolutely FREE shoid I retain the set.

Do Not Delay. Ata thone phenomeval prices the introductorysets will
Nametunity of a life - time. Enrich your mind, adorn your library, delight

your family with this stupendous work . Write TO -DAY. Remem.

ber. No Risk ! No obligation ! You purchase only if satisfied . Address ...

156 FIFTH AVENUE If you prefer the c'oth edition alter $ 46.00 to $ 37.00 and

NEW YORK CITY $ 2.50 eaub month to t :.00

you .

The Booklovers Society
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