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I.

DR. BRIGGS’ HIGHER CRITICISM OF THE
HEXATEUCH EXAMINED.

I
N the Presbyterian Review for January, 1883, Dr. Briggs pub-

lished “ A Critical Study of the History of the Higher Criti-

cism with Special Reference to the Pentateuch.” This is now
reprinted in a volume, with a few additions and such verbal correc-

tions as his subsequent change of attitude has rendered necessary,

under the title of The Higher Criticism of the Hexateuch* In this

amended form it may consquently be regarded as presenting the

carefully considered views of the author corrected up to date.

There is an obvious distinction between the Higher Criticism de

jure and the Higher Criticism de facto ; and these may differ widely

from each other. Critical investigations may be rightly conducted

and lead to correct conclusions
;
or they may be based on wrong

principles, follow wrong methods, and lead to false conclusions. Dr.

Briggs tells us
(
Presbyterian Review for 1881, p. 578) that “ Biblical

criticism is represented by two antagonistic parties—evangelical

critics and rationalistic critics.” And he claims to have shown

( Presbyterian Review for, 1883, p. 70) that “evangelical Biblical

criticism was based on the formal principle of Protestantism,

the divine authority of the Scriptures, over against ecclesiastical

* The Higher Criticism of the Hexateuch. By Charles Augustus Briggs, D.D.
8vo, pp. 259. The Preface states that “ten years ago the author undertook to

write a little hook upon the Higher Criticism of the Hexateuch, and at that time

he advanced some distance in its preparation. But on reflection he turned aside

from it, with the opinion that the times were not yet ripe for it.” Now “he
presents to the public the result of his studies so far as they have gone.”
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as Kant and Martineau. The teleologists look npon morality as the product

of an ideal, and start with the idea of the good
;
the deontologists find the

essence of morality in the feeling of obligation, and start from the idea of

duty. The author stands upon Utilitarian ground, and values character

only as a source of useful action. His contention in this thesis is that where
intrinsic worth is attributed to character, the quality affirmed is no other

than beauty. Beauty of character he considers nothing more nor less than

one of the sources of aesthetic emotion ; and its attraction to be due to the

pleasure it affords, the worth of which is not to be measured by a different

scale from that which we apply to the other emotions. The thesis is well

written and interests the reader
;
the principles defined in it are fundamen-

tally different from those cherished by the present writer. By the way, the

author’s reading in theology might be extended with advantage. We meet
at the close of the book with such a sentence as this: “Were the Supreme
Being such a one as Augustine and Calvin imagined Him, we should despise

the wretched slaves that licked the dust at His feet.” The reader’s first

impulse is to say, Whew ! His next is to wonder why Calvin and Augus-
tine should be mentioned at all, when the author knows so little of them as

to attribute to them the doctrine that the authority of God resides in His

infinite power alone, and that the distinction between right and wrong is a

product of His arbitrary “will.” “Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian

spring.” The Interpretation of Nature. By Nathaniel Southgate Shaler,

Professor of Geology in Harvard University. 12mo, pp. xi, 305. (Boston

and New York: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1893.) This is a second edition

of the Winckley Lectures, delivered in 1891, at Andover Theological Semi-

nary. Prof. Shaler’s attitude is one of kindly though outside friendliness

towards a religious interpretation of nature. This attitude seems due to the

failure of the purely mechanical explanation of nature, which has borne

itself in upon him as upon so many of the higher scientific minds. But his

standpoint is still phenomenal and naturalistic. In his perceptions of na-

ture, the mystery and the mysticism of nature have broken in upon the hard,

old mechanical theories for which alone he once had an eye ;
but he is left by

their tardy perception rather in expectancy, than with any true convictions

as to the meaning of that “ one increasing purpose ” which runs through all

nature. To him, still, the present estate of man is “ the result of the

physical and organic influences to which he has been subjected during all his

course from the lowest life to the present time ;” and religions are “ the pro-

ducts of human history.” It is therefore the naturalistic evolutionary con-

ception of life and history which is kept prominent through all the discussion.

And though there is a dim perception apparent of a primal endowment
and impulse which the evolving process works out, yet the conception of

psychic capacities inherent in matter as matter—unorganized and reduced

to its mere chemical elements—suggests itself more strongly to him than that

of an originating and directing Mind, whose instruments physical and

psychic causes alike are. Prof. Sbaler writes always in an excellent tone

and spirit and is on the upward trend ; may it prove with him a “ continuous

trend.” Evolution and Man's Place in Nature. By Henry Calderwood,

LL.D., F.R.S.E., Professor of Moral Philosophy, University of Edinburgh.

12mo, pp. xv, 349. (London and New York: Macmillan & Co., 1893.) It

would be difficult to imagine a better corrective of Prof. Shaler’s general

attitude than this strong and lucid book of Prof. Calderwood’s. Dr. Calder-

wood, too, stands frankly on the standpoint of evolution of organic life, as

maintained by Mr. Darwin and Mr. Wallace. But his thought ranges more

widely ; and he presents with equal force the two sets of phenomena

and the two spheres of knowledge which drive us to assert as to man, a




