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I.

RECENT DOGMATIC THOUGHT AMONG THE
PROTESTANTS IN AUSTRIA-HUNGARY.*

are not so fortunate as to be able to avail ourselves of

sources lying ready at band to obtain a correct impres-

sion of the dogmatic tendency or tendencies which have prevailed

among the Protestants of Austria-Hungary since the middle of

this century. Besides some scattered articles in brochures and

church papers, as, for example, in Schenkel’s Allgemeine kirchliche

Zeitschrift there exists no treatment of the subject of any kind

which can be called in any way comprehensive or exhaustive.

Moreover, the isolated studies which exist, are written from very

diverse standpoints, and therefore make no uniform impression.

We shall endeavor to give the American theological public some

information concerning the subject indicated in the title, drawn

partly from experience and partly from periodicals and brochures

of all kinds. If the reader will glance at a map of Austria-Hun-

gary, he will perceive a very extensive tract. From the Russian-

Turkish boundary to the Tyrol, from the northernmost part of

Bohemia to the Adriatic sea, stretches the territory, and Protest-

ant congregations are found everywhere in it. In some places they

stand forth as mere ruins of former greatness and glory, as in the

German-Slavic countries
;
in others they are more compact, as in

Hungary, along the Theiss and around Debreczin.

In Hungary the gospel has never had to submit to be entirely

* [For the translation of Dr. Bolil’s paper our readers are indebted to the

competent hand of the Rev. Charles S. Barrett, M.A., of Baltimore, Md.

—

Editors. ]

t See for the year 1863, 4 Heft.
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and Lemme, towards what he considers the Reformed view of the sin against

the Holy Ghost, as the final hardening and impenitence of an illuminated

but not regenerated soul
;
and he therefore seeks to head a return to the old

Lutheran view, that it is essentially the act of a regenerate man, falling away
and finally hardening himself in unbelief. He treats the matter in three

divisions: first, attempting to show that the fall from grace is possible;

secondly, defining the sin against the Holy Ghost exegetically and dogmati-

cally
;
and, thirdly, testing his view by historical examples (Judas and Fran-

cesco Spiera). Glauben oder Wissen? Fine Untersuchung fiber die

menschliclie Geisteseinheit auf biologischer Grundlage. Yon Prof. Dr.

Karl Fischer, Gymnasial-Di rector. 8vo, pp. 60. (Gotha: Friedr. Andr.

Perthes; New York: B. Westermann & Co., 1890.) Dr. Fischer’s chief

end in this brightly written broscliure is to show that the contrast often

drawn between Christianity and “exact science,” as if the former de-

pended on faith while the latter alone had some knowledge to offer, is

unwarranted, inasmuch as all knowledge rests ultimately on an act of

faith and science itself must start with assumptions. This end is accom-

plished satisfactorily. Modern Ideas of Evolution. As related to Revela-

tion and Science. By Sir J. William Dawson, C.M.G., LL.D., F.R.S., etc.

Second edition. 12mo, pp. 240. (London: The Religious Tract Society
;
New

York and Chicago : Fleming H. Revell, 1890.) Quite the best statement in

brief compass and popular form of the real state of the question concerning

evolution which has come 1 j our notice. Dr. Dawson perceives that the Bible

is not committed to any theory of the mode of creation (p. 17), and does not

exclude evolutionary hypotheses up to a certain point (pp. 18, 19, 49). But he

also perceives the grave difficulties in the way of the current theories (e. g.,

pp. 76, 136, etc.), which are mostly kept out of sight by their enthusiastic

advocates
;
and the inconsequent logic which may be even called the charac-

teristic of their methods of reasoning (e.</.,pp. 81, 12-5). In his view, evolution
“ up to this time remains an hypothesis, ingenious and captivating, but not

fortified by the evidence of facts ” (p. 145). A layman like ourself has no
right to such an opinion, though it is within our province to say that the

hypothesis is far from justified by the reasoning with which it has been sup-

ported, so that the evolutionists, if the factsare with them, have themselves to

thank for the impression of unreality and fancifulness which they make on
the earnest inquirer. Certainly every exact thinker will sympathize with Dr.

Dawson in his rebuke of the now rather common mode of speech which re-

fers to evolution as a “ demonstrated ” fact, or even as so certain as to be
“ axiomatic.” Evolutionists would do well to adopt Prof. Huxley’s creed :

“In matters of the intellect do not pretend that conclusions are certain

which are not demonstrated or demonstrable.” Dr. Dawson’s eminence as a

palaeontologist renders his opinion valuable, that the grand procession of

living beings in geological time does not make an impression on the mind of

the trained observer favorable to the ordinary evolutionary hypotheses (p.

93), but that the testimony of palaeontology is, on the whole, adverse to them
(p. 135). Much of the volume is occupied with theistic problems, and
especially with the design argument. We need a new Paley, of about the

length of the old one, and adapted, like it, to class-room work. Will not Dr.

Dawson prepare it ? Christian Apologetics. Inaugural Address. By the

Rev. Dr. Francis R. Beattie, on the occasion of his Installation as Professor

in the Theological Seminary at Columbia, S. C., May, 1890. 8vo, pp. 33.

(Chester, S. C.: The Presbyterian Quarterly Office, 1890.) In this very able

address, Dr. Beattie announces a noble conception of apologetics, and briefly

but comprehensively develops an outline of the contents of the science.

The place of apologetics in the theological encyclopaedia is a much disputed




