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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

Presbyterianism was planted in America by

the Scotch, Scotch-Irish, Dutch, Germans,
Huguenots, and English Presbyterians. But
Presbyterians had been in this country al-
most a century before the first Presbytery
was organized.

1705. The first Presbytery (called the Presby-
tery of Philadelphia) was organized,
consisting of seven ministers, Fran-
cis Makemie, John Hampton, George
McNish, Samuel Davis, Nathaniel
Taylor, John Wilson, and Jedediah

, Andrews.

1706. The first preacher ordained by this Pres-
bytery was the Rev. John Boyd.

1717. September 17th, the first Synod was
erected, called the Synod of Phila-
delphia, with George McNish as the
Moderator, and thirteen ministers
and six elders.

1747. The Presbytery of New Castle in 1747,
upon the earnest and repeated appli-
cation of certain “dissenters” in Vir-
ginia for a minister, sent Mr. Samuel
Davies to Hanover county. He “found
them (the dissenters) sufficiently
numerous to form one very large con-
gregation, or two small ones; and
they had built five meeting-houses,
three in Hanover, one in Henrico, and
one in Louisa county.”

ORGANIZATION, SYNODICAL RELATIONS, AND
BOUNDARIES.

1765. “At a meeting of the Synod of New
York, September 3, 1755, in the city
of Philadelphia, ‘a petition was
brought into the Synod setting forth
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the necessity of erecting a new Pres-
bytery in Virginia. The Synod there-
fore appoint the Rev. Samuel Davies,
John Todd, Alexander Craighead,
Robert Henry, John Wright, and
John Brown to be a Presbytery, un-
der the name of the Presbytery of
Hanover; and that their first meeting
shall be in Hanover on the first Wed-
nesday in December next, and that
Mr. Davies open the Presbytery by a
sermon; and that any of our mem-
bers settling to the southward or
westward of Mr. Hogg’s congregation
shall have liberty to join the Presby-
tery of Hanover”’” (Vol. I, p. 1,
Minutes of Hanover.)
‘“HANOVER, December 3, 1755.

The Presbytery of Hanover met ac-
cording to the above constitution and
appointment. Mr. Davies, Modera-
tor, and Mr. Todd, Clerk. Ubi post
preces sederunt—Messrs. Samuel Da-
vies, Robert Henry, John Brown, and
John Todd, Ministers. Elders, Samuel
Morris, Alexander Joice, John Ma-
cey.”

“Mr. Davies being sick, requested
Mr. Todd to preach for him, and ac-
cordingly the Presbytery was opened
by him by a sermon from Zech. iv. 7.”
(Vol. I, p. 1, Minutes of Hanover.)

17565. The Presbytery of Hanover met for the

first time in the old Pole Green
Church, Hanover county, Va., De-
cember 3, 1755. There were six
ministers—names that have grown
illustrious as the pioneers and found-
ers through a vast territory—=Samuel
Davies, John Todd, Alexander Craig-
head, Robert Henry, John Wright,
and John Brown. The field covered
Virginia wherever that went toward
the West, and the Carolinas. The
far-scattered settlements of Protest-




|
T aW

WO

—5—

ant Christians, Scotch and Irish,
Welsh and Huguenot, were committed
to these six Christian ministers, and
their work was as untiring and earn-
est as any mission work in any land.
Davies was intense in his zeal and in-
defatigable in his activity, until the
Hanover people petitioned the Pres-
bytery that he be required to stay
more at home.—The Central Presby-

terian.
1786. “The Synod of Philadelphia, May, 1786,

at Philadelphia, divided the Presby-
tery of Hanover into two Presby-
teries, one by the name of Hanover,
the other by the name of Lexington.
Synod appointed the Presbytery of
Lexington to meet at Timber Ridge,
in the county of Rockbridge, on the
last Tuesday of September next, and
the Rev. John Brown to be Modera-
tor, or in his absence, the senior min-
ister present.”—Ewtract from Minutes
of Presbytery.

“Timber Ridge, Sept. 26, 1786.
The Presbytery of Lexington met ac-
cording to the constitution and ap-
pointment of Synod. Mr. Brown
preached from II. Cor. 2: 16. Con-
stituted with prayer. Present: Rev.
Messrs. Brown, Graham, Wilson, Me-
Cue, and Corrick, ministers, with
John Houston and Michael Dicke,
elders. Absent: The Rev. Messrs.
McConnell, Scott, Crawford, Mont-
gomery, Erwin, Hoge, and Shannon.
Mr. Brown, Moderator. Mr. Corrick
chosen clerk.”—Ewtract from Minutes
of Presbytery.

In 1794, it had thirteen ministers,
and was divided by the Synod of Vir-
ginia, by cutting off its northern por-
tion and forming Winchester Presby-
tery, with five ministers. In 1837, it
was again divided, and Greenbrier
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Presbytery, with ten ministers, was
formed upon its southwestern border.
In 1843, Montgomery Presbytery was
cut off from its southern extremity,
with fourteen ministers, leaving it at
that time with twenty-three ministers
and twenty-six churches.

The Presbytery now embraces four-
teen counties, as follows:

Augusta, Rockbridge, Rockingham,
Highland, Bath, Virginia; Randolph,
Pendleton, Barbour, Webster, Gilmer,
Ritchie, Harrison, Braxton, and Cal-

houn, West Virginia.

List of Moderators of Lexington Presbytery
and Place of Meeting from 1786
to 1903, inclusive.

STATED MEETINGS AND MODERATORS.

Year. Place of Session.
1786, Sept., Timber Ridge,
1787, April, Augusta Church,
1787, Oct.,, Mossy Creek,
1788, Oct.,, New Providence,
1789, April, Hall’'s Church,
1789, Oct., Rockbridge C. H.,
1790, April, Augusta Church,
1790, Oct., Brown’s M’t’g H.,
1791, April, Hall’s M’t’g H.,
1791, Sept., Augusta Church,
1792, April, Lexington,

1792, Sept., Harrisonburg,
1793, April, Lexington,

1793, Oct., New Providence,
1794, April, Bethel M’t’g H.,
1794, Sept., Harrisonburg,
1795, April, Lexington,

1795, Sept.,, New Providence,
1796, April, New Monmouth,
1796, Sept., New Providence,
1797, April, New Monmouth,
1797, Sept., Brown’s M’t’g H.,
1798, April, New Providence,
1798, Oct., New Monmouth,

v

Moderator.

John Brown
Archibald Scott
John Montgomery
John Brown
Benj. Erwin
Archibald Scott
John McCue

Jno. Montgomery
William Graham
Archibald Scott
Mr. Crawford
Mr. Crawford
Archibald Scott
Moses Hoge
Samuel Houston
Edward Crawford
William Graham
William Wilson
Archibald Scott
John McCue
Archibald Scott
William Wilson
John McCue
Samuel Houston




Year.
1799, May,
1799, Oct.,
1800, April,
1800, Oct.,
1801, June,
1801, Oct.,
1802, April,
1802, Sept.,
1803, April,
1803, Nov.,
1804, May,
1804, Nov.,
1805, April,
1805, Nov.,
1806, April,
1806, Oct.,
1807, April,
1807, Oct.,
1808, April,
1808, Sept.,
1809, April,
1809, Nov.,
1810, April,
1810, Oct.,
1811, April,
1811, Oct.,
1812, April,
1812, Oct.,
1813, April,
1813, Sept.,
1814, April,
1814, O~
1815, A ),
1815, 8 .,
1816, A 1,
1816, S .
1817, A
1817, 8
1818, A 1],
1818, 0
1819, A__1l,
1819, Sept.,
1820, April,
1820, Oct.,

]

-
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Place of Bession. Moderator.
Augusta Church, William Wilson
Lexington, John Montgomery
Brown’s M’t’g H., Robert Wilson
Lewisburg, Benj. Grigsby
Rocky Spring, John Montgomery
Brown’s M’t’g H., John Glendy
New Providence, Benj. Erwin

New Monmouth, Samuel Houston
Falling Spring, William Wilson
Brown’s M’t’g H.,, Jno. Montgomery

Bethel M't’g H., Benj. Erwin
New Providence, William Wilson
Timber Ridge, Samuel Houston
Rocky Spring, Benj. Erwin
Bethel Church, George A. Baxter
Lexington, George A. Baxter
Lebanon M. H., John McCue
New Providence, Robert Logan
Timber Ridge, William Wilson
Lexington, Samuel Brown
Brown’s Church, Daniel Blain
Harrisonburg, William Wilson
Staunton, Samuel Brown
Lexington, Robert Logan
Fincastle, Samuel Houston
Staunton, A. B. Davidson
New Providence, John McCue
Tinkling Spring, = Samuel Houston
Bethel g’hurch, Samuel Brown
Windy Cove, John Montgomery
Augusta Church, Wm. Calhoon
Falling Spring, Robert Logan
Lexington, 8amuel Brown
New Providence, A. B. Davidson
New Dublin, Samuel Houston
Lexington, Wm. Calhoon
Staunton, Robert Logan
Bethel, . - John McCue
Staunton, James C. Wilson
Lexington, Wm. Calhoon
Fincastle, Samuel Houston
New Providence, R. H. Chapman
Staunton, John McElhenny

Falling Spring, Henry Ruffner

4



Year.
1821, April,
1821, Oct.,
1822, April,
1822, Oct.,
1823, April,
1823, Sept.,
1824, April,
1824, Oct.,
1825, April,
1825, Oct.,
1826, April,
1826, Oct.,
1827, April,
1827, Oct.,
1828, April,
1828, Oct.,
1829, April,
1829, Sept.,
1830, April,
1830, Oct.,
1831, April,
1831, Oct.,
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Place of Session. Moderator.
Fairfield, John Hendren
Lexington, Wm. Calhoon
Harrisonburg, Robert
Staunton, James C. Wilson
Falling Spring, John Hendren
Bethel, Joseph Smith
Mossy Creek, Conrad Speece
Lexington, Robert Logan
Lebanon, James Morrison
Tinkling Spring, Thos. Caldwell -
Staunton, Francis McFarland
New Providence, John D. Ewing

Fairfield,
Lexington,
Warm Springs,
Hebron,

Samuel H. McNutt
Samuel Houston
John A. Vanlear
' W. Kirkpatrick

Locust Bottom, George B. Baxter
Bethel, Wm. Calhoon
Staunton, A. B. Davidson
Harrisonburg, Conrad Speece
Fincastle, John Hendren
Tygart’s Valley, James Kerr

1832, April, Augusta Church, Wm. Calhoon
1832, Oct., Lexington, Wm. G. Campbell
1833, April, Staunton, John M. Fulton
1833, Oct., Salem, John McElhenny
1834, April, Fairfield, John D. Ewing
1834, Oct., Waynesboro, Henry Brown
1835, April, Harrisonburg, A. D. Metcalf
1835, Oct.,, New Providence, Conrad Speece
1836, April, Lexington, A. B. Davidson

1836, Oct.,
1837, April,
1837, Sept.,
1838, April,
1838, Sept.,
1839, April,
1839, Oct.,
1840, April,
1840, Oct.,
1841, April,
1841, Oct.,

Bethel,

Salem,

Augusta Church,
Union Church,
Charleston, W. Va., Francis Thornton

Falling Spring,

Christiansburg,
Windy Cove,
Augusta Church,
Fincastle,
Lexington,

1842, April, Harrisonburg,

1842, Oct.,

New Providence,

John Hendren
John A. Steele

John D. Ewing
S. F. Cocke
Samuel Brown
John D. Ewing
Urias Powers

A. D. Metcalf
William Brown
James Morrison
Henry H. Paine
Wm. G. Campbell
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Place of Bession.
Mossy Creek,
Lewisburg,
Staunton,
Shemariah,
Lexington,
Warm Springs,
Staunton,

Rocky Springs,
Waynesboro,
Bethesda,
Harrisonburg,
Hebron,
Tinkling Spring,
Union Churech,
Timber Ridge,
Goshen,
Lexington,
Augusta Church,
Waynesboro,
Mt. Carmel,
Staunton,
Bethel,

New Monmouth,
1854, Aug., New Providence,
1856, April, Lexington,

1855, Aug., Harrisonburg,
1856, April, Fairfield,

1856, Aug., Union,

1857, April, Collierstown,
1857, Aug., Mossy Creek,
1858, April, Waynesboro,
1858, Sept., Hebron,

1859, April, Staunton,

1859, Aug., Buckhannon,
1860, April, Bethel,

1860, Oct., Augusta Church,
1861, April, Lexington,

1861, Sept., Mt. Horeb,
1862, April, Union,

1862, Sept., New Providence,
1863, April, Tinkling Sp:lirnfi,
1863, Sept., Augusta Ch s
1864, April, Lexington,

1864, Sept., Mt. Carmel,

Year.
1843, April,
1843, Oct.,
1844, April,
1844, Aug.,
1845, April,
1845, Aug.,
1846, April,
1846, Aug.,
1847, April,
1847, Aug.,
1848, May,
1848, Aug.,
1849, May,
1849, Aug.,
1850, May,
1850, Aug.,
1851, April,
1851, Aug.,
1852, April,
1852, Aug.,
1853, April,
1853, Aug.,
1854, April,

Moderator.

Paul E. Stephenson
John Hendren
‘Wm. Calhoon

S. J. Love

Henry Ruffner
Benj. M. Smith
John Skinner
Philo Calhoon
Wm. W. Trimble
Henry Brown

Francis McFarland

R. W. Bailey
W. T. Richardson
Luther Emerson
R. L. Dabney
G. D. Armstrong
George Junkin
John Hendren
Wm. S. White
George Junkin
Wm. Brown
James Paine
Samuel Brown
Jas. R. Ramsey
John H. Bocock
Jos. R. Wilson
John Hendren
James Greer

S. J. Love

Jas. Morrison
Wm. Brown
John S. Blain
Francis McFarland
Enoch Thomas
John Miller

C. S. M. See

E. D. Junkin
R. C. Walker
John Pinkerton
J. K. Harris
Wm. T. Price
D. C. Irwin

A. L. Hogshead
F. H. Bowman
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Year. Place of Session.
1865, April, Mossy Creek,
1865, Aug., Harrisonburg,
1866, April, Waynesboro,
1866, Sept., Bethel,

1867, May, Hebron,

1867, Oct., Warm Springs,
1868, May, New Monmouth,
1868, Sept., Rocky Spring,
1869, April, Shemariah,
1869, Aug., Central Union,
1870, April, Lexington,
1870, Aug., Bethesda,

1871, May, Harrisonburg,
1871, Oct., Windy Cove,
1872, April, Waynesboro,
1872, Sept., Harrisonburg,
1873, April, Lexington,

1873, Sept., Oxford,

1874, April, New Providence,
1874, Aug., Cook’s Creek,
1875, April, Tinkling Spring,
1875, Sept., Broadway,
1876, May, Timber Ridge,
1876, Aug., Lebanon,

1877, April, Bethel,

1877, Sept., Beverly,

1878, May, Waynesboro,
1878, Aug., Collierstown,
1879, April, Loch Willow,
1879, Sept., Franklin, W. Va.,
1880, April, Augusta Church,
1880, Aug., Mt. Horeb,
1881, May, Bethesda,

1881, Sept., Warm Springs,
1882, April, Mt. Carmel,

1882, Aug., Clarksburg, W. Va.,

1883, May, Mossy Creek,
1883, Sept., Fairfield,

1884, April, Lexington,
1884, Aug., Tygart’s Valley,
1885, April, Union,

1885, Sept., Windy Cove,
1886, May, Harrisonburg,
1886, Sept., Timber Ridge,

Moderator.

Thos. L. Preston
Wmnm. S. White
Wm. G. Campbell
Thomas D. Bell
E. D. Junkin

R. J. Taylor

W. W. Houston
N. W. Calhoon

P. Fletcher

Wm. Pinkerton
J. R. Bowman

D. B. Ewing
John W. Pratt

I. W. K. Handy
James Murphy
Harvey Gilmore
G. B. Strickler

J. H. H, Winfree
C. S. M. See

S. W. Watson

J. L. Kirkpatrick
Robert Scott
John W. Rosebro
James A. Waddell
Daniel A. Penick
Geo. L. Brown

P. Fletcher

W. E. Baker
Frank McCutchan
A. H. Hamilton
Frank H. Gaines
Wm. T. Price
Ci. L. Hogue

J. H. H. Winfree
W. M. McElwee
J. E. Booker
John A. Preston
Alexander Sprunt
W. 8. P. Bryan
A. F. Laird

F. J. Brooke

A. R. Cocke

L. B. Johnston
T. L. Preston*




Year.
1887, May,
1887, Sept.,
1888, April,
1888, Aug.,
1889, April,
1889, Aug.,
1890, May,
1890, Oct.,
1891, May,
1891, Sept.,
1892, May,
1892, Oct.,
1893, May,
1893, Oct.,
1894, May,
1894, Oct.,
1895, May,
1895, Oct.,
1896, May,
1896, Oct.,
1897, May,
1897, Oct.,
1898, May,
1898, Sept.,
1899, May,
1899, Oct.,
1900, May,
1900, Sept.,
- 1901, April,
1901, Sept.,
1902, May,
1902, Oct.,
1903, May,

—11—
Place of Session. « Moderator.

New Monmouth, Alfred Jones
Massanutten, L. H. Paul
Tinkling Spring, H. H. Hawes
Beverly, D. M. Layton
Waynesboro, @G. A. Wilson
Monterey, J. N. Van Devanter
Hebron, D. K. McFarland
Bridgewater, W. C. White
Mossy Creek, J. B. Bittinger

Glenville, W. Va., R. F. Campbell
Staunton, 2d chureh, C. D. Gilkeson
Warm Springs, F. P. Sydenstricker
New Providence, C. 8. Lingamfelter

Mt. Horeb, R. A. Lapsley
Broadway, G. W. Finley
Buena Vista, A. M. Fraser
Cook’s Creek, Wm. Cumming
Elkins, J. H. Davis, Jr.
Bethel, E. P. Palmer
Harrisonburg, Jas. E. Bear
Mt. Carmel, J. M. Wells
Millboro, F. G. Hartman
Lock Willow, W. L. Bailey
Pisgah, Ww. C.
Tinkling Spring, Thornton Whalin,
Augusta, John Ri
Mt. Horeb, C. R. Womeldorf
Beverly, W. Va., L. H. Paul
Waynesboro, Hy. Alex’r White
Franklin, W. Va., I. A. Thomas
%Iossy Creek, }Vné I}’ h?:?tt
Spring, . C. Johnson
H:lc)lgn, privg J. E. Booker

*Centennial Meeting.
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Stated Clerks of Lexington Presbytery.

*Rev. W. Wilson......... No date of Election
*Rev. 8. Brown............cu April 20, 1797
*Rev. Daniel Blain............. Sept. 29, 1802
*Rev. Samuel Houston......... April 23, 1805
*Rev. Francis McFarland....... April 26, 1826
*Rev. John A. Vanlear......... April 27, 1836
*Rev. Wm. Brown............ August 22, 1850
*Rev. S. Brown..... e ele e e e April 18, 1866
*Rev. R. C. Walker. ............April 21, 1870

Rev. Wm. C. White............May 11, 1893

*Deceased.

1788. October, the Synod of Virginia was
erected at New Providence Church,
with Rev.Wm. Graham as Moderator.

1789. May 21st, the first General Assembly
was formed at Philadelphia, with Dr.
John Witherspoon as Moderator. It
comprised the four Synods of New
York and New Jersey, Philadelphia,
Virginia, and the Carolinas.

_—

The First General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church in America met in the Second
church, Philadelphia, then at the corner of
Third and Arch streets, on May 21, 1789. Dr.
John Witherspoon, of Princeton, the only Chris-
tian minister who was a signer of the Declara-
tion of Independence, preached the sermon.
There were twenty-two ministers and ten rul-
ing elders, and among them was the Rev. Moses
Hoge, of Lexington Presbytery, and the Rev.
Mr. Templeton, of South Carolina. Dr. John
Rodgers, of New York, who had been a chap-
lain in the American army of the Revolution,
was the first Moderator.—Central Presbyterian,
May 20, 1903.

_—

1804. First church Staunton organized.

1861. May, the history of the Southern Pres-
byterian Church is one with the
Northern until 1861, when forty-
seven Presbyteries, for the sake of
peace, and to protect the liberty
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wherewith Christ had made them
free, formally withdrew from the

General Assembly, and in December, -

1861, organized the General Assembly
of the Confederate States of America.
Rev. Dr. B. M. Palmer was the first
Moderator. In 1865 the name was

changed to
The Presbyterian Church in the United States.

In 1901 it had grown to 79 Presbyteries, 13
Synods, 1,485 ministers, 2,991 churches, and
227,091 members. It contributed in 1900 for all
purposes $2,032,936.

In 1800 Presbyterianism numbered in the
United States some 12,000 communicants. In
1900 the number had grown to almost 2,000,000,
and contributed to all causes $20,653,025.

Church Organization.

THE SEssioN is the primary court of the
church. It is composed of the Pastor and two
or more Ruling Elders elected by the members.
The Deacons are also elected by the members
of the church. They are the executive officers,
under the direction of the Session, to care for
the poor and to manage the temporal affairs of
the church.

THE PRESBYTERY consists of all the Ministers
and one Ruling Elder from each church in a
certain district. It meets twice a year, and is
a court of appeal from the Session.

THE SyNop consists of all the Ministers and
one Ruling Elder from each church in a dis-
trict, comprising at least three Presbyteries.
It meets once a year, and it is a court of appeal
from the Presbyteries.

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY is the highest court
of the church. It meets annually, and is com-
posed of one Minister and one Ruling Elder
from each Presbytery. If the Presbytery con-
sists of more than twenty-four Ministerial mem-
bers, it is represented in the Assembly by two
Ministers and two Ruling Elders. It has the
general supervision and management of the
work of the whole church.
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Home Missions in Lexington Presbytery.

Presbyterial Oommittee—Rev. Holmes Rals-
ton, chairman; Rev. A. H. Hamilton, treas-
urer; Revs. A, M. Fraser, D. D.,, G. A. Wilson,
D. D, G. W. Finley, D. D,, J. E. Booker, C. 8.
Lin elter, J. N."Van Devanter, John Ruff,
W. N. Scott, D. D., R. A. Lapsley, W. E. Hud-
son. Elders: Jos. A. Waddell, 8. C. Brown,
T. C. Morton, W. H. Moorman.

Home Mission Churches in Lexington
Presbytery.

Rocky Spring, Massanutton, Philippi,
Lebanon, Goshen, Bridgewater, Dayton, Broad-
way, Woodland, Sinking Spring, Greenwood,
Mountain Grove, Basic City, Glenville, Coal
Valley, Woodville, Elkton, Shemariah, Im-
manuel, Glady, Sutton, Burnsville, Belington,
Westminster, Harman, Fairfield, Bulah, Stony
Run, Pickens, Upper Glade.

Home Missionaries in the Valley.

Revs. Dabney Carson, G. L. Brown, H. A.
Young, Carr Moore, S. T. Ruffner, D. D., J. G.
Reveley, J. S. Smith.

Evangelistic Force in the Trans-Alleghany
Field.

Rev. C. S. Lingamfelter, Staunton, Va., Pres-
byterial evangelist.

Rev. E. B. Druen, Glenville, W. Va.

Rev. C. J. Boppell, Belington, W. Va.

Rev. M. S. Hansel, Alpena, W. Va.

Rev. J. F. Leeper, Horton, W. Va.

Rev. C. L. Altfather, Sutton, W. Va.

Students in Service for Summer of 1903.

Mr. Finley Pilson, Belington field.
Mr. Lineweaver, Pickens and Addison.
Mr. Walkup, Randolph field.

In the last twelve years church buildings
have been erected in the West Virginia field at




Valley Bend, Mingo, Valley Head, Alpena, Hor-
ton, Pickens, and Job, in Randolph county;
Sutton, in Braxton county; Upper Glade, in
Webster; Coal Valley, in Gilmore, and at Bel-
ington, in Barbour. At Falkner, Glady, and
Top of Alleghany, in the Dry Fork field, and
at Mill Creek, in the Tygart’s Valley, it is pro-
d to erect churches in the near future.

In that time, of the Home Missions churches
in West Virginia, Beverly, Clarksburg, Cen-
tral, Huttonsville, Mingo, and Elkins have be-
come self-supporting, while the churches at
Huttonsville, Beverly, Elkins, Clarksburg, and
Glenville have comfortable and commodious
manses.

At Addison (Webster Springs), in Webster
county, Camden, in Gauley, Little Otter, Sand
Fork, and Harding our cause would be much
strengthened by having church buildings at
once. Given the men and the means, and in
the next decade the Home Mission fields of Lex-
ington Presbytery will double its results.

In 1902 members to the number of 230 were
added to the Home Mission churches of the
Presbytery, whilst $500 were contributed to
the cause of Home Missions, and over $4,000
to pastoral support.

The Davis and Elkins College.

Ex-Senator Henry G. Davis, of West Vir-

inia, and Senator Stephen B. Elkins, of West

irginia, having made an offer to the Presby-
tery of Lexington to contribute $30,000 toward
the founding of a Presbyterian college at El-
kins, West Virginia, on condition that the
Presbytery contribute the same amount, the
Presbytery formally accepted the offer in the
fall of 1901, and appointed the Rev. A. H.
Hamilton an agent to canvass the churches in
an effort to raise it. The result of Mr. Hamil-
ton’s canvass is that the sum of $24,500 has
now been subscribed, $5,000 of which was sub-
scribed by the Presbytery of Winchester. The
subscription of the First church, at Staunton,
was $765.



Of the amount subscribed $10,000 has been

id in on the part of the Presbytery, and

10,000 by Messrs. Davis and Elkins. Mr.
Elkins has also donated a site for the college,
comprising twenty-three acres of land in the
suburbs of Elkins, West Virginia, and Mr.
Davis has donated an additional sum of $5,000
to be expended on the college grounds and
$100,000 as a permanent endowment fund. A
contract has already been awarded for the con-
struction of the main building of the college
for $47,000.

The Board of Trustees elected by the Pres-
bytery is as follows: Hon. Henry G. Davis,
Hon. Stephen B. Elkins, Rev. A. H. Hamilton,
Rev. G. W. Finley, D. D., Rev. A. M. Fraser,
D. D.,, Rev. F. M. Woods, D. D, Rev. F. H.
Barron, Hon. J. J. Davis, Hon. C. Wood Daily.

The trustees hold office for three years, and
vacancies in the board are filled by the board
upon the nomination of the Presbyteries of
Lexington and Winchester, the Presbytery of
Winchester being entitled to a one-sixth rep-
resentation, as near as may be.

The first act of the Board of Trustees was
to give the new college a name. It was named
in honor of the distinguished gentlemen whose
liberality made its existence possible—The
Davis and Elkins College.

HISTORICAL CLIPPINGS.

A history of the local church would be in-
complete without some allusion to its Pres-
bytery, and besides the circumstances leading
up to the formation of Hanover Presbytery,
in the boundaries of which this church is sit-
uated, make a story so full of interest that I
feel impelled to trespass on your time by re-
lating it.

About the year 1743 four gentlemen became
at the same time convinced that the gospel
was not being preached at the Hanover, Va.,
church, and that further attendance was in-
consistent with their duties, and the conse-
quence was they absented themselves on the
same day.
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It was at that time an offense punishable
before the civil magistrates to fail, withous
excuse, to attend the services of the Estab-
lished Church. A summons was issued against
these men to appear before the authorities to
answer for their delinquencies; they all ap-
peared the same day before the same officer,
and here for the first time each one found
that three of his neighbors were delinquents
for the same cause. ey agreed to pay the
fine and attend the church no more and de-
cided to meet each Sabbath at each other’s
houses to spend the time in prayers and in
reading the Scripture and an old volume of
Luther, which they chanced to have.

The attendance upon their meetings speedily
increased. The increasing numbers of those
who absented themselves from the service of the
Established Church, contrary to the law of the
land, was taken notice of and they were sum-
moned to Williamsburg before the Governor
and Council and required to declare what de-
nomination they were of. They knew but little
of any denomination of dissenters except Quak-
ers, and were at a loss what name to assume.
At length, recollecting that Luther was a noted
reformer and that his book had been of special
service to them, they determined to declare
themselves Lutherans.

One of the company, however, was detained
by a storm and, stopping at a house, he found
on a shelf an old book covered with dust. Upon
reading it he found his own sentiments en re-
ligious things exgressed in appropriate lan-
ﬁgage. Asking to buy the book, it was given to

im.

In Williamsburg the book was examined
again in company with his friends, who all
agreed that it expressed their views on the doe-
trines of religion, and they presented this old
volume to the Governor as their creed. The
Governor, upon looking at the book, found it to
be the “Confession of Faith,” and pronounced
the men Presbyterians.

The first preacher not of the Church of
England these people heard was a Presbyterians,
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William Robertson, who stands among the first
of those missionaries east of the Blue Ridge
mountains, whom the Presbyterians delight to
honor, who gave character to the Presbytery of
Hanover an(f organized its churches. Thus these
dissenters were organized as Presbyterians.

From the combination of coincidences related
above we seem to recognize that a power other
than mere chance was at work in establishing
our church in Virginia, in inaugurating the
freedom of religion and in shaping the destinies
of a people.

From these humble beginnings the work con-
tinued to prosper in spite of obstacles which
it is hard now to realize. Dissenting ministers
were imprisoned for preaching the gospel; the
people were prosecuted and fined for failing to
attend the Established Church, yet, despite it
all, freedom had been born and the voice of
liberty had been raised. The churches multi-
plied, and in 1755 Hanover Presbytery—the
parent of Presbyteries—was formed.

It was established as a missionary Presby-
tery, and originally comprised five States, in-
cluding Virginia. West Hanover Presbytery
was formed in 1829.

Before the earliest of the events related above
had transpired, indeed eleven years before Albe-
marle county was formed, namely, in 1734,
Michael Woods, a sturdy pioneer who has left
his impress upon our community, and whose
descendants continue to be numbered among
our most esteemed fellow-citizens, crossed the
Blue Ridge at Woods: Gap, bringing with him a
colony of Scotch-Irish, who were true to the
faith of their fathers. Among these were men
whose names have continued familiar in our
county and our church.

Among these families two churches were es-
tablished. The first was Mountain Plains, near
Mechums river. This still exists, though it is
now a flourishing Baptist church. The second
was the D. 8. church, which was situated on
the southwest face of the hill about two miles
west of the university.

While the D. 8. church was never formally
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connected with the Charlottesville church, yet it
was long the only Presbyterian church in the
neighborhood, and its influence furnished much
of the inspiration which resulted in the founda-
tion of our church. Its work, therefore, is of
interest to us. .

The exact date of its establishment is not
known, but it was not long after the arrival of
‘Woods and his Scotch-Irish. At that time our
country was a wilderness. Up to the end of
1734 but few tracts of land had been taken up
in what was afterwards embraced in Albemarle
county, and not all of these were occupied at
first by their owners. Charlottesville was not
established as a town, even on paper, until
twenty-eight years afterward.

D. S. was a church of some importance, for
during its continuance Presbytery was fre-
quently held there, and the scope of its influ-
ence was extended.

It was in the field of service of Samuel
Davies, who frequently preached there in the
early days. Samuel Davies, that great re-
ligious pioneer who, against heavy odds and in
spite of obstacles which seemed almost in-
superable, accomplished so much for the free-
dom of religion in Virginia. As a mere youth
he stood before the Governor and his council
and enforced the recognition of the right of the
citizens of Virginia to build a house for the
worship of God in any fitting place. Truly
has he been styled “the apostle of Virginia”—a
man with whom has been associated what is
pure in politics and excellent in religion.

Not alone was he stronﬁ in the ministrations
of peace, but in the period of alarm succeeding
Braddock’s defeat the first volunteer company
was enrolled for the defense of the frontier un-
der his exhortations. “What,” said he, “is that
religion good for that leaves men cowards on
the appearance of danger? In the name of the
Lord lift up your banners; be of good cheer,
and play the man for the people and the cities
of your God.”

Such was the ministration under which D. 8.
was nurtured, and what wonder is it that its
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influence continued long after life itself was
extinet.

Another man of strong character and vi%or-
ous intellect who served this church was Wil-
liam Irving, the earliest native Presbyterian
minister of our country, who spent his life in
the service here, and from 1776 was pastor of
D. 8., the Cove, and Mountain Plains. He was
prominent in the struggle for religious liberty,
and lent his influence and his aid in bringing
about the act for the establishment of religious
freedom. Mr. Irving was the first minister of
Albemarle county.to whom license was granted
by court to perform the marriage ceremony.
In 1784 the act was abolished which required
all marriages to be solemnized by ministers of
the Established Church, and the courts were
authorized to license ministers of all denomina-
tions to perform the ceremony. The first to
procure such license was William Irving, Pres-
byterian, in 1784, followed the next year by
Matthew Maury, Episcopalian, and William
Woods, still familiarly called “Baptist Billy.”

I must mention one other minister at D. S.
church whose memory will linger long with us,
whose name has been immortalized by Wirt,
and whose work has been sanctified by the
blessing of God, Dr. James Waddell, the blind
preacher.

In 1785 he removed to Louisa, near Gordons-
ville, where he spent the rest of his life. He
had four preaching places, one of which was
D. S. meeting house, near Charlpttesville. Here
his congregation was larger than at the other
places, “composed,” as was described, “of plain,
unpretending people not fond of show or pa-
rade.”

Although overtaken by blindness, he con-
tinued to preach, and while surrounded by per-
petual darkness he pictured the bright glory of
immortality. Isolated and almost alone, he
contended against the growing power of infi-
delity, ‘})roclaiming the true and proper divin-
ity of Jesus Christ and salvation by his cross.
He died in 1805.—From Historical Statement by
Hon. Daniel Harmon, Twenty-fifth Anniversary
Oelebration of the pastorate of Rev. G. L.
Petrie, D. D., Charlottesville, Va., 1903.
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The population of the colonies at the time
of the Revolution had been drawn most largely
from Calvinistic sources, and had been brought
up under Calvinistic discipline, and had im-
bibed freely of Calvinistic ideas. When we re-
member that the Puritans of New England,
the Dutch of New York, a full half of the
Germans of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Vir-
ginia, the Scotch of New Jersey, the Scotch-
Irish of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and the Caro-
linas, the Huguenots of South Carolina (but
these people were scattered in considerable
numbers through all the colonies), were all of
them Calvinists, and practically all of them
save the first named were Presbyterians, we
are prepared to appreciate the part borne by
Calvinists and Presbyterians in the vindica-
tion of American rights and the establishment
of our free institutions.

The part borne by the Puritans of New
England in the agitation which led to the war
is common history, and need not be recounted
here. It is not so generally known that the
Presbyterians in all the colonies were to a man
the early and steadfast friends and champions
of American rights, and were the first to de-
clare for complete independence. The Presby-
terian ministers contributed largely to the suc-
cess of the Revolution by preaching the duty
of resisting tyranny, and inspiring the people
with confidence in God’s overruling care and
protection.

The Scotch-Irish Presbyterians were the first
to adopt a policy looking to the severing of all
connection with the mother country.

The Scotch-Irish settlers upon the Watauga
and the Holston Assembly, at Abingdon, in
January, 1775, resolved that “we are resolutely
and unalterably determined never to surrender
our inestimable privileges to any power on
earth but at the expense of our lives.”

The Scotch-Irish Presbyterians of Western
Pennsylvania assembled at Hanna’s Town in
May, 1776, resolved to oppose by force of arms
the aggressions of the British Parliament, and
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to coincide in any scheme that might be formed
for the defense of America.

The Scotch-Irish Presbyterians of the good
county of Mecklenburg, in the brave State of
North Carolina, assembled in May, 1775, in the
then hamlet, but now beautiful and historic
city of Charlotte, and within earshot of your
place of assembly, and adopted a Declaration
of Independence and a well-digested scheme of
government; and they did this more than a
year before Washington and Jefferson had
ceased to hope for a reconciliation with the
mother country, or the Continental Congress
sufficiently mastered its fears to renounce its
allegiance to the DBritish Crown. Bancroft is
fully warranted in declaring that the first voice
publicly raised in America for severing all con-
nection with Great Britain came not from the
Puritans of New England, nor the Dutch of
New York, nor the planters of Virginia, but
from the Scotch-Irish Presbyterians.

The Mecklenburg declaration will stand
while free institutions endure as a monument
to the devotion of Presbyterians to civil lib-
erty and responsible government.—From “Ad-
dresses Westminster Assembly Celebration,
1647-1897,” by Hon. William A. Cox, A. M.,
Delivered at Charlotte, N. O.

The first Declaration of Independence was
made in North Carolina a year before the more
famous one in Philadelphia by the Scotch-Irish
Presbyterians of Mecklenburg county, and con-
sequently called the “Mecklenburg Declara-
tion.” On May 20, 1775, at the city of Char-
lotte, in a meeting called to consider the in-
justice of the British government in its treat-
ment of the colonies, they adopted a declaration
of which the following is an extract:

“We do hereby dissolve the political bands
which have connected us with the mother
country, and hereby absolve ourselves from all
allegiance to the British Crown.” . . . “We
hereby declare ourselves a free and independent
people; are, and of right ought to be, a asov-
ereign and self-governing association, under
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control of no power other than that of our God
and the general government of Congress; to
the maintenance of which we solemnly pledge
to each other our mutual co-operation and our
lives, our fortunes, and our most sacred
honor.”

The men who solemnly adopted these decla-
rations were the children of the Covenanters,
and were destined, in the impending struggle,
to prove themselves worthy of their noble an-
cestors. They were twenty-seven in number,
one-third of whom were Presbyterian elders,
one was a Presbyterian minister, and all of
them were connected in some way with the
Presbyterian Church. The chairman of the
meeting, William Alexander, and Dr. Ephriam
Brevard, one of the clerks, were Presbyterian
elders. The latter presented the declaration,
which is said to have been drawn up by his
brother, Adam Brevard, who was a lawyer, and
who is reported to have declared that his prin-
cipal guide in preparing that famous docu-
ment was the Westminster Confession of Faith,
which, as then published, contained the Scottish
Covenants. A copy of the Mecklenburg Decla-
ration was sent to Congress, then in session at
Philadelphia, and it was also published in
North Carolina newspapers. The next year
there was a general uprising of the other colo-
nies, and, following the example of their breth-
ren in the South, they renounced their alle-
fimce to the king, and threw down the gaunt-
et of war.

The Declaration of Independence, made in
Philadelphia the following year, was drawn up
by Thomas Jefferson, and a comparison of the
two documents shows that, in some matters, he
borrowed from the declaration of the Mecklen-
burg patriots of ihe preceding year. But at
the time when the sturdy Scotch-Irish Presby-
terians of North Carolina were defying the
British government, and throwing off its au-
thority, many of the leading men in other colo-
nies were still clinging tc a hope for the main-
tenance of the royal authority under a redress
of grievances. In August, 1775, Thomas Jeffer-
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son said: “I would rather be in dependence on
Great Britain, properly limited, than on any
nation on earth, or than on no nation.” Wash-
ington said in May, 1776: “When I took com-
mand of this army (June, 1775) I abhorred
the idea of independence.” These brave men
soon gravitated to the point before reached by
the Mecklenburgers, and demanded independ-
ence, but the children of the Covenanters were
in advance, and there is not a doubt but that,
as Bancroft writes, “the first voice publicly
raised in America to dissolve all connection
with Great Britain came not from the Puri-
tans of New England, nor from the Dutch of
New York, nor the planters of Virginia, but
from the Scotch-Irish Presbyterians.”—Ea-
tract from “The People’s History of Presbyte-
rians,” by Robert P. Kerr, D. D.

But the Westminster Assembly itself did
not, and perhaps could not, adopt the principle
of complete religious liberty. The Scottish set-
tlers in the province of Ulster, Ireland, bore
the seeds of that principle to our own Appa-
lachian ridges and foothills. The open Bible,
the Westminster Confession, and the Shorter
Catechism taught them the principle of re-
sistance to kings, and they formed the bone
and sinew of the Revolutionary party that
wrought out the independence of the American
colonies. Presbyterian principles led to the
glorious action of the people of Mecklenburg
county, North Carolina, in the year 1775. The
Hanover Presbytery played a large part in se-
curing the insertion of the principle of re-
ligious liberty in the Virginia Bill of Rights in
1776. In 1785 the same Presbytery forced
through the Virginia Assembly Jefferson’s bill
for the establishment of religious freedom, and
thus, for the first time in all history, secured
the complete divorce of the church from the
state. In the year 1861 our own Southern As-
sembly committed us to the principle that the
sole function of the church is the adjudication
of spiritual affairs.—From “Addresses West-
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minster Assembly Celebration, 1647-1897,” by
Rev. Henry A. White, M. A., Ph. D., D. D., De-
livered at Staunton, Va.

When the Virginia Legislature was footing
it out of Staunton toward the Warm Springs,
at the alarm of Tarleton’s coming, the young
people of Bethel church were undergoing their
monthly catechising, and dropped their cate-
chisms to seize their rifles, and the Presbyte-
rian boys of Bethel and Tinkling Spring and
Stone church, under the Rev. Wm. Graham,
marched to Rockfish Gap to meet the rude in-
vaders. Then it was that Washington de-
clared, “Give me a banner to plant on the
mountains of West Augusta, and I will gather
around me the men that will lift our bleeding
country from the dust, and set it free.”—From
the Central Presbyterian, May 5, 1897.

Address at the Celebration of the 150th
Anniversary of Augusta Stone Church,
October 18, 1899,

By Jes. A. Waddell, LL.D.

It is supposed that John Lewis fixed his
abode on Middle river (at first called Cathrae’s
river), a few miles east of the present Mec-
Adamized turnpike, in the year 1732. Alon;
with him, or soon afterwards, many people o
the same race came in. These people fled from
the province of Ulster, in Ireland, to escape
the restrictions suffered there by dissenters
from the Established Church, and also to find
homes for themselves and their children in a
land offering more room and greater abun-
dance of the means of living. They landed on
the Delaware river, in Pennsylvania, and
thence made their way through the wilderness
to this region. They were Presbyterians of the
straitest sect. In Ireland no one of their per-
suasion was permitted to teach school except
of the humblest sort. Their ministers were not
E:rmitted to officiate at the marriage of mem-

rs of their own flocks, or even to bury their
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dead. They were excluded from all public
offices, civil and military. Year after year they
waited, hoping for a better time; and finally
thousands of the sturdy people turned their
backs upon their native land, and came to the
backwoods of America, preferring the priva-
tions and dengers here to the oppressions of the
land of their birth.

The country was rapidly settled. The people
came on foot or horseback, and could bring
little with them besides tools and implements
of labor, and seed corn obtained in the older
settlements in Pennsylvania. Each family
located according to their will and pleasure,
not troubling themselves about land titles, and
after erecting rude cabins set to work to clear
and cultivate the land. For at least a year the
first comers must have subsisted on wild
meat—the deer and other game which abound-
ed—without bread or any substitute for it. By
the year 1736, when Beverley obtained his
patent for 118,000 acres of land around the site
of Staunton, the central part of the present
county of Augusta was quite thickly settled.
During the first twelve or fifteen years the
dwellings were hardly better furnished than
the wigwams of the Indians. There were no
tables, chairs, knives, and forks, glass or china-
ware, and the many things now found in the
humblest homes. The mention of “cart wheels
and tire” in an inventory of 1746 is the first
intimation of a wheel vehicle in the settlement.
But horses and cattle were numerous, and “the
big ha’ Bible” was found in nearly every cabin.

No minister accompanied the early settlers,
and for some years there were no marriage
feasts, no funeral rites, and no assemblies for
public worship.* The devout Scotch-Irish peo-
ple could not endure the privation, and be-
seechingly turned to their brethren in the
North. In 1737 “a supplication” was laid be-

*NoTE.—I have said there were no funeral rites, but
long after Mr. Craig came here there were no religious
services at funerals; in accordance with the custom
in the old country, such services, it was thought, sa~
voring of prayers for the dead.
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fore the Presbytery of Donegal, in Pennsyl-
vania, “from the people of Beverley Manor, in
the back parts of Virginia,” requesting minis-
terial supplies. The request could not be
granted immediately; but in the next year the
Rev. James Anderson, sent by the Synod of
Philadelphia, visited the settlement, and in
1738 preached the first regular sermon ever de-
livered in this section of country at the home
of John Lewis. Whether that was on Middle
river, or at Lewis’ final abode, two miles east
of Staunton, on the New Hope road, we do not
know; most probably the latter.

The Presbyterians of Augusta continued their
“supplication” to the Presbytery of Donegal
for a pastor to reside among them. In 1739
they first applied for the services of the Rev.
Mr. Thompson, who came and preached for a
time. Next they presented a call to the Rev.
John Craig.

Mr. Craig was born in 1709, in county An-
trim, Ireland, and was educated at Edingburgh.
He landed at New Castle, upon the Delaware,
August 17, 1734, and was licensed by the Pres-
bytery to preach in 1737. The date of his ar-
rival here is somewhat uncertain. In a narra-
tive written by him towards the close of his
life he says: “Being invited by Presbytery, I
entered on trials, and was licensed by the Pres-
bytery of Donegal, 1737. I was sent to a new
settlement in Virginia of our own country
people near 300 miles distant.” This would
seem to imply that he came in 1737, or soon
thereafter; but from the fact that the people
Epplied for Mr. Thompson in 1739 and for Mr.

raig afterwards, the latter could not have
come till several years after his licensure. The
minute of the Presbytery, in September, 1740,
is as follows: ‘“Robert Doak and Daniel Den-
nison, from Virginia, declared in the name of
the con, tion of Shenandoah their ad-
hesion to the call formerly presented to Mr.
Craig,” and on the next day he “was set apart
for the work of the gospel ministry in the
south part of Beverley’s Manor.” He, there-
fore, could hardly have come here before Sep-
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tember, 1740, unless, possibly, on a visit, in
1739, or early in 1740; and other circum-
stances indicate that he arrived about the first
of October, 1740. On February 26, 1741, he
appeared at Orange County Court (the Court
of Augusta County not having opened) and
qualified according to law to officiate as a dis-
senting minister.

In the narrative just quoted Mr. Craig gives
some account of himself and the country in
which he lived. While contemplating emigra-
tion to America, he says: “I had a dream or
review, representing to me, as it were, in minia-
ture, the whole that has happened to me of any
importance these thirty-five years; yea, the very
place I have been settled in these thirty-five
years. I knew it at first sight, and I have
done here what was represented to me then.”
During the voyage he was accidentally cast
overboard on a dark and tempestuous night.
“I lay,” he says, “on my back, on the raging
waves which tossed me back on the ship’s side,
where I found hold and sprang aboard, and
none aboard knew of it.” I am inclined to
question whether that was not a part of his
dream.

Mr. Craig’s residence was on Lewis’ creek,
about four miles northeast of Staunton. As is
generally known, he was the founder of the two
congregations of Augusta and Tinkling Spring,
and for some years ministered to both. His
parish was about thirty miles long and thirty
miles broad. Referring to the country to which
he had come, he says: “The place was a new
settlement, without a place of worship, or any
church order, a wilderness in the proper sense,
and a few Christian eettlers in it, with num-
bers of the heathens traveling among us, but
generally civil, though some persons were mur-

ered by them about that time. They march
about in small companies from fifteen to
twenty, sometimes more or less. They must be
supplied at every house they call at with
victuals or they become their own stewards and
cooks, and spare nothing they choose to eat
and drink.”




It will be observed that Mr. Craig states that
when he came here there was no “place of
worship.” The first meeting-house was, there-
fore, probably built in the fall of 1740 or the
spring of 1741. It was undoubtedly a log
house, and is said to have stood in the old bury-
ing ground east of the turnpike. Among the
records of the county surveyor’s office is a book
known as the “Entry Book,” on page 2 of which
is the following: “May 16, 1746,—200 acres for
ye Meeting-house of ye lower congregation,
where it is now built, including a spring, ad-
joining Thomas Stephenson’s land.” The refer-
ence is no doubt to the original log meeting-
house. The 200 acres were outside of Bev-
erley’s Manor, and whether or not the corgre-
gation acquired the tract by patent or other-
wise I do not know.

For some years during the last century the
Presbyterians of America were divided into
two parties, known, respectively, as the Old
Side and the New Side. ere was no question
of orthodoxy, but the controversy related to
the proper method of promoting religion. The
Old Side were intensely conservative, while the
New Side partook of the spirit of George
Whitefield, who traversed the country

“As the rapt seraph that adores and burns.”

Mr. Craig belonged to the Old Side Synod of
Philadelphia, and did not join Hanover Pres-
bytery till the two parties united, in 1758.
After his settlement here several New Side min-
isters of the Synod of New York visited the
Valley. One of these, named Robinson, came
in 1743, a man of burning zeal and great power
as a preacher. Being ignorant or regardless of
the law in Virginia against itinerant preach-
ers, he was arrested in Winchester and ordered
to Williamsburg for trial. The good-natured
officer who had him in custody conducted him
a short distance, and then released him to pur-
sue his journey up the Valley. Mr. Craig prob-
ably considered Mr. Robinson something of a
fanatic, and he no doubt thought Mr. Craig a
luke-warm Laodicean. Subsequently a man 7iv-
ing in Augusta went to the low country for
iron and salt, and, meeting with some of the



people in Hanover county who attended Morris’
‘meeting-house, recommended Mr. Robinson to
them. He accepted an invitation to visit them,
and from his lips they heard the first Presbyte-
rian sermon. His visit led to the settlement of
the celebrated Samuel Davies in Virginia.

It has long been a matter of some doubt as
to when this stone house was built. From the
allusion to it in Mr. Craig’s narrative it might
be inferred that it was built in 1755 or there-
about; but there is reason to believe that it
was begun in 1747, and finished, or first occu-
pied for public worship, on January 22,
1749-°50. According to tradition all the people
of the congregation—men, women, and chil-
dren—aided as each one could in the erection.

These walls have been the scene of many in-
teresting events. In June, 1754, twelve Indians
stopped at Anderson’s barn, on Middle river,
to spend the night, and while they were asleep
a party of reckless white men fell upon them
with axes and guns. All but one were massa-
cred, and the survivor, carrying the news of the
tragedy to his tribe, aided in kindling the war
which devastated the country for many years.
The perpetrators of the outrage fled to distant
parts of the frontier, except one, who led a
skulking life for a long while. He would some-
times come to this church at meeting time, and
seated on the sill of the door, with his rifle in
his hands, listen to the words of the preacher.
He was suffered to work out his own punish-
ment, avoiding all men and avoided by all.

After Braddock’s defeat, in July, 1755, the
whole country west of the Blue Ridge was liable
to invasion by Indians, and no family felt safe
in its isolated cabin. Pursuant to Mr. Craig’s
advice, this church was made a place of
refuge, and the people for miles around came
here for mutual support. Then was thrown up
the embankment around the church, the re-
mains of which are still visible after nearly one
hundred and fifty years. No assault was ever
made by the Indians, but we may imagine the
crowded and comfortless condition of the
stronghold at every time of alarm. The Mof-
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fett family, who lived some miles west of the
church and came here at such times, had a
negro female servant, who displayed courage
and fidelity worthy of a heroine. The cattle
were, of course, left on the farms, and the cows
were likely to suffer from being unmilked.
Therefore every night the woman referred to,
mounted on a dark horse, as less likely to be
seen by a lurking foe than one of another color,
rode home, relieved the swollen udders of the
kine, churned the milk of the previous night,
and returned with the butter to the fort be-
fore daylight.

Another incident of peculiar interest oc-
curred within these walls. Here Selim, “the
converted Algerine,” was baptized by Mr.
Craig. About the close of “Braddock’s war”
this man was found in the woods, in the pres-
ent county of Bath, by Samuel Givens, who was
out hunting. He was almost naked and at the
point of starvation. Givens took him to Captain
Dickinson’s, near the Windy Cove, and he was
fed and clothed. At first he could speak no lan-
guage except his native tongue, but in the
course of several months he acquired sufficient
knowledge of English to inform the kind people
about himself. He was a native of Algiers, in
Africa, educated in Constantinople, and while
Teturning home in a ship was captured by a
Spanish man-of-war, taken to New Orleans,
sent up the Mississippi to the Shawnee towns,
and from thence made his escape to the English
settlement. Captain Dickinson brought him to
Staunton on a court day, and there he en-
countered Mr. Craig, who immediately riveted
his attention. Afterwards he explained that in
a dream a person resembling Mr. Craig had ap-
peared to him as a teacher able to impart valu-
able information. The minister took him to
his home, and diligently sought to impart to
him a knowledge of the Christian religion. In
the course of time the stranger made a credible
})rofession of conversion, and here was pub-
icly admitted into the church. The subsequent
history of Selim is interesting, but is not con-
neeted with this place.
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Speaking of the baptism of Selim reminds
me of the fact that Mr. Craig could not eay,
with the Apostle Paul, he was not sent to bap-
tize. He baptized everywhere, far and near,
wherever he was called to be, in Pennsylvania
as well as Virginia. For nine years, beginning
October 5, 1740, he kept a record of baptisms.
The number during the first year was 133, and
at the close of the year the good man ascribes
“Glory to God, who is daily adding members to
his visible church!” It interested me to dis-
cover that among the number was one of my
great - grandmothers. I remember to have
known in my early childhood two other persons
who were baptized by Mr. Craig in their in-
fancy. One was Miss Jenny Stuart and the
other Mrs. Margaret Reed, the divorced wife
of Gen. George Mathews, generally known as
“Aunt Reed,” a woman greatly respected.

Little could the minister have anticipated the
future life of the children to whom he admin-
istered the ordinance. On December 12, 1740,
he baptized William and James, twin children
of James Bell, of the Long Glade. William
was killed in battle during the Revolutionary
War. Other children baptized were Arthur
Campbell, who, when a boy, was captured by
Indians and detained by them several years,
but finally rescued and became a distinguished
citizen of Southwest Virginia; William Camp-
bell, one of the heroes of King’s Mountain;
Robert McClanahan, Jr.,, one of the captains
killed at Point Pleasant in 1774; Benjamin
Logan, who became the distinguished General
Logan, of Kentucky; and Joshua Rennick, who
in his early childhood was carried off by
Indians and, remaining with them, became a
chief of the Miamies. The last entry in the
book is dated September 28, 1749. During the
nine preceding years the number of baptisms
was 883—463 males and 420 females.

Under date of January 22, 1749, we find the
following entry: “This the first day we meet in
and preach in Augusta Meeting House!” which
is understood to refer to the present stone
church. Thus it would seem that on the 22d of
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January last it was one hundred and fifty years
since this house began to be used as a place of
worship. But until 1752 the English year be-
gan on March 25th instead of January lst, as
now, and the months of January, February, and
March up to the 25th belonged to the same year
a8 the preceding December. Therefore, Mr.
Craig’s date of January 22, 1749, is, according
to the present reckoning, January 22, 1750,
which is probably the date of the first sermon
preached in this house.

It is said that Mr. Craig generally walked
the five miles from his residence to the church.
His morning service continued from 10 o’clock
till after 12. The afternoon service lasted from
1 o’clock till sunset, and it was sometimes so
late at the close that the clerk found it diffi-
cult to read the last psalm. Many of the peo-
ple came long distances, and had to cross Mid-
dle river, coming and going, where the ford
was somewhat unsafe. They petitioned the
preacher to dismiss them at an earlier hour, so
that they might make the crossing by daylight;
but he would not consent. His only printed
sermon is from second Samuel xxiii: 5—“Al-
though my house be not so with God, yet he
hath made with me an everlasting covenant,
ordered in all things, and sure: for this is all
my salvation, and all my desire, although he
make it not to grow.” Being in the old-fash-
ioned “exhaustive method,” it contains fifty-five
divisions and subdivisions.

He was regarded as very orthodox, but some-
what lax as to church discipline. We, how-
ever, are not prepared to admit the latter, as
his record of baptisms shows that whenever a
parent had departed from the strict line of rec-
titude, “public satisfaction” was required be-
fore the child was baptized.

Mr. Craig retired from Tinkling Spring in
1764, and thereafter, till his death, preached
regularly only in this house. At an early day
he conceived a prejudice against Tinkling
Spring, and being a Scotch-Irishman, his re-
sentment was implacable—I take the liberty
of making this fling at the race to which I be-
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long. He opposed the building of the meeting-
house at Tinkling Spring, wishing it to be
nearer his residence, and the contention was hot
and protracted. Under date of April 14, 1745,
he recorded: “This being the first day we meet
at the contentious meeting-house, about half
built—T. 8.”

The people of Tinkling Sprlng will not think
hard of me for repeating what Mr. Craig re-
corded about their predecessors. He says in
his narrative: “That part now called Tinkling
Spring was most in number, and richer than
the other, and forward, and had the public

ment of the affairs of the whole settle-
ment; their leaders close-handed about provid-
ihg necessary things for pious and religious
uses, and could not agree for several years upon
a plan or manner where or how to build their
meeting-house, which gave me very great trou-
ble to hold them together, their disputes ran so
high.” I take pleasure in testifying that Tink-
ling Spring afterwards improved its reputation
became one of the most harmonious and
liberal congregations in the State.

But Mr. Craig’e heart was full of love for the
people of Augusta congregation, and he be-
stowed upon them unqualified praise. They
were “a -natured, prudent, governable peo-
ple, and liberally bestowed a part of what God
gave them for religious and plous uses; al-
ways unanimous among themselves.” “I had
no trouble with them,” he says, “about their
meeting-house. * * * They readily fixed on
the place and agreed on the plan for building
it, and contributed cheerfully money and labor
to accomplish the work, all in the voluntary
way, what every man pleaeed.” He elsewhere
says that when the church was fortified against
the Indians the people “required me to go be-
fore them in the work, which I did cheerfully,
though”—he slyly adds—*it cost me one-third
of my estate.”

Mr. Craig taught school as well as preached
and baptized, and William Preston, a promi-
nent man in his day and the ancestor of many
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distinguished men, was indebted to him for
most of his education.

The death of Mr. Craig occurred on April 21,
1774. He had one son, who left a few descend-
ants. The posterity of his daughters are nu-
merous here and elsewhere. One of them from
the State of Iowa was lately here on a visit to
the homes of her forefathers.

Mr. Craig’s successor, after an interval of six
years, in 1780, was the Rev. William Wilson.
Mr. Wilson was born August 1, 1751, in Penn-
sylvania, but was brought to the Valley when
a boy, and was reared under the ministry of the
Rev. John Brown, of New Providence. He ac-

uired his education at Mt. Pleasant Academy,
the germ of Washington College, at Lexington,
and me a proficient in all the branches of
learning pursued at that day. For a time he
taught with success in Hanover county; but
finding the climate unfavorable to his health,
he returned to the Valley, and in April, 1779,
was received by Presbytery as a candidate for
the ministry. In the fall of the same year he
was licensed to preach, and on the last Wed-
nesday of October, 1780, was ordained in this
house and installed as pastor of the church.

Foote, in his account of Mr. Wilson, says he

repared his sermons with great care. He was
scholarly, evangelical, and interesting as a
preacher. -

A remarkable incident in the life of Mr. Wil-
son occurred during his mature manhood. In
a severe attack of illness he lost for a time the
memory of his native language, but could
readily speak in Latin or Greek. It is said that
in his old age he often employed himself in
solving algebraic problems to preserve the tone
of his mind.

For some years after the Revolutionary War
Mr. Wilson was one of four eminent ministers
who lived and labored in the county, the others
being Archibald Scott, John Montgomery, and
John McCue. It was customary in their day,
when a minister signed his name to a formal
document, to append the letters V. D. M., which
I understand to be the initials of three Latin
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words, meaning “Minister of the Word of God.”

Up to Mr. Wilson’s time it was not uncom-
mon for officers of a congregation to sue delin-
quent subscribers in the civil courts. In 1788,
a suit was brought by Mr. Wilson, or in his
name, against a member who had not paid for
three and a half years, and the jury gave a
verdict in favor of the minister for 5 pounds,
13 shillings, and 31, pence; Virginia money,
about $19.

A trouble between the officers of this church
and a sexton whom they had discharged, but
long after Mr. Wilson’s time, led to the enact-
ment of the law for the protection of church
property. Till then such property was at the
mercy of trespassers, and whoever was in pos-
' session had the best legal right.

Impaired health compelled Mr. Wilson to re-
tire from the pastoral office in the year 1814,
but his life was protracted till 1835, and he
continued to preach when his strength permit-
ted. One of his brothers, Thomas Wilson, was
a distinguished lawyer and member of Con-
gress from a district in northwest Virginia.
Two of his nieces went abroad as foreign mis-
sionaries—Mrs. Lowrie to India and Mrs. An-
drews to the Sandwich Islands. His son, the
late Thomas P. Wilson, a citizen of eminent
worth, passed away only a few years ago, and
one of his descendants is an esteemed member
of the Session of this church.

Mr. Wilson’s successor was the Rev. Dr. Con-
rad Speece, a great man in our Israel. He was
born in Bedford county, November 7, 1776, of
poor but honest parents, his grandfather being
a native of Germany. Quite a full account of
Dr. Speece is given in Foote’s Sketches of Vir-
ginia, Second Series, and I need not repeat
the story here. His early struggles, his re-
markable avidity for learning, his association
with Samuel Brown, George A. Baxter, John
H. Rice, Archibald Alexander, and others, his
conversion and joining the church at New Mon-
mouth, Rockbridge, are fully related. In Sep-
tember, 1801, he began his career as a preacher,
first as a home missionary by appointment of




— 37—

the Synod of Virginia. For two years prior to
April 21, 1805, he was a pastor in Maryland.
Then for some years he preached in Fluvanna,
Goochland, and Powhatan counties, and early
in 1813 received an invitation to visit Augusta
Church. He was installed pastor on October
16, 1813, and here continued till his death, Feb-
ruary 15, 1836.

Of Dr. Speece I can speak from personal ac-
quaintance—such acquaintance as a child could
have with such a man. He was a frequent and
welcome guest at my father’s house, and many
times I sat at the dinner table with him and
listened to his conversation, which was often

uaint and droll. The youngest child felt com-
ortable in his presence. I remember well his
taking off his wig on one occasion to amuse a
little boy. He was a hearty eater, being espe-
cially fond of oysters and tomato soup. He
expressed a wish for an oyster as large as a
plate; and as to tomato soup, he thought it
must have been the pottage for which Esau sold
his birthright. In the pulpit and in public he
was as solemn as the occasion required; in
social circles he often indulged in playful hu-
mor. He sometimes referred to himself as “the
old Dutchman.”

He was a large man, ungainly in appearance,
and his coat hung on him like a bag. His voice
was strong and unmusical. He was an omni-
vorous devourer of books, a voluminous writer,
and no mean poet. A hymn composed by him
is found in most collections, beginning:

Blest Jesus, when '.l‘hy cross I view,
That m; teg to th’ angelic host,
I gaze with grief and rapture too,
d all my soul’s in wonder lost.

But he was eminent chiefly as a preacher.
He had none of the graces of oratory, but his
intellectual superiority was so marked that
the most cultivated people listened to his dis-
courses as those of an oracle. No man of his
day exercised as great and benign influence in
the county. His opinions and sayings were con-
stantly repeated. While indefatigable in dis-



charging the duties of his particular calling,
he took an interest in whatever interested the
people. In politics he was a supporter of Gen.
Andrew Jackson, but the bitterest Whig did
not fall out with him on that account. He had
the faculty of disarming opposition. Some of
his political opponents only whispered that
General Jackson was a Presbyterian, and thus
won Dr. Speece.

The years Dr. Speece ministered here were
the halcyon time of the congregation. A di-
vision which occurred afterwards had not taken
place, and the church was not materially weak-
ened by emigration to the West. Many of the
regular attendants lived ten or twelve miles
away, the roads were bad, vehicles were .few,
and the people came on horseback, old and
young, a father bringing one child before and
another behind him on the horse. The grove was
crowded with people and horses—the former
exchanging cheerful greetings and eagerly tell-
ing or hearing the news of the week, till sum-
moned into the house for worship. The scene
of a country congregation assembled in a grove
of ancient oaks on a tranquil Sabbath morn-
ing—the labor and cares of the week laid aside,
every one equipped in his or her best attire and
eager to contribute to the general enjoyment—
is always attractive, and here it was presented
to perfection. :

Perhaps Dr. Speece unintentionally dis-
couraged a liberal spirit among the people.
Being a bachelor, and requiring little for his
support, he labored year after year on a very
meagre salary. I remember to have heard Dr.
William Brown say, while he was pastor here,
that the aggregate wealth of the congregation
was not less than a million of dollars; and that
if the people bestowed their patronage on one
physician or lawyer he would become rich in a
few years. I am glad to know that our people
here and elsewhere have learned to some extent
that “the laborer is worthy of his hire,” though
probably few of our churches have come up to
the full measure of duty in reference to minis-
terial support.
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The remains of the first three pastors of this
church lie in the old burying ground. The
spot is a sacred shrine, to which I like to make
a pilgrimage now and then. These people need
no exhortation to preserve it from desecration.
Dr. Brown died and was buried in the distant
State of Florida. Would that his body could
have been brought here, to mingle with kindred
dust.

It would give me pleasure to tell what I know
about Dr. Brown and all the worthy pastors
who succeeded him; but many persons in this
audience knew them better than I.

The early settlers of this region were a rest-
less race. They had hardly provided homes
here till they began to move off. Some went to
South Carolina, and many more to Southwest
Virginia, the Holston as it was called, then
within Augusta county. Immediately after the
Revolutionary War and down to the war of
1861, individuals and whole families of this
congregation—swarm after swarm—departed
to find homes in Kentucky, Ohio, and other
Western States and territories. Pisgar Church,
near Lexington, Ky., was founded by some of
these people, and for more than a hundred
years the doors of that church had never been
closed on the Sabbath day.

I would gladly follow many of these emi-
grants and relate their history if I had the
time and necessary information. I must men-
tion several of the early members of the con-
gregation who remained and died here.

One of the first Elders was Captain James
Allen, who lived near the place called Willow
Spout. The earliest mention I have seen of him
was in 1742, when he was appointed constable
by the court of Orange county for the part of
the county west of the Blue Ridge, an immense
domain thinly settled except immediately
around Staunton. In 1756 he was captain of
a military company of sixty-eight men—Kerrs,
Robertsons, Bells, Crawfords, Walkers, Giv-
enses, Craigs, Pattersons, Poages, and others—
all the men were soldiers then. Next we find
his name signed, in October, 1776, to a paper
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forwarded by “several companies of militia
and freeholders of Augusta” to the first Legis-
lature of the new State on the subject of re-
ligious liberty. The signers demanded that
“all religious denominations within the Do-
minion be forthwith put in full possession of
equal liberty, without preference or pre-emi-
nence.” Up to that time no dissenting minister
was authorized by law to perform the marriage
ceremony, and all the people were required to
contribute to the support of the Established
Church.

Captain Allen’s brother John is said to have
been “lost” at Braddock’s defeat in 1755. He
himself participated in the battle of Point
Pleasant in 1774, saw his brother Hugh killed,
and placed a stone at his grave. He died in
1810, ninety-four years of age, having been an
Elder of this church for sixty-four years.

The descendants of Captain Allen are almost
innumerable. They are here and nearly every-
where, especially in Kentucky and Ohio. One
of the most notable of them was a daughter,
Mrs. Jane Trimble, wife of Captain James Trim-
ble. Her memoir has been published, and it
shows her to have been a woman of eminent
merit. In October, 1783 or 1784 (there is some
doubt as to the particular year), a large party
of people went from this congregation to Ken-
tucky, including the Trimbles just mentioned,
Allens, Moffetts, and others. They went on
horseback, by a circuitous route and very dan-
gerous on account of hostile Indians. Every
man carried a rifle and every woman a pistol,
and they did not fail to take their Bibles, the
Confession of Faith, the Shorter Catechism, and
Rouse’s version of the Psalms. One of Mrs.
Trimble’s sons became Governor of Ohio, and
another a member of the United States Senate
from that State.

Another of the early attendants at this
church was John Grattan, who lived at a place
on North river, now in Rockingham -county.
Governor George Gilmer, of Georgia, whose
wife was a granddaughter of Major Grattan,
says he was a “Scotch-Irish Presbyterian of the
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old Covenanter’s faith and practice, noted for
his love of David’s Psalm in long metre and
his long prayers at family worship.” He built
the first good flour mill in the Valley, and was
also a merchant, supplying a wide extent of
country with foreign goods. One of his sons
was an officer in the Continental Army during
the Revolutionary War. Another son, Major
Robert Grattan, grandfather of the present
generation, long a merchant in Staunton, in
partnership with his brother-in-law, Robert
Gamble, was captain of a company from the
county against the “whiskey insurgents” of
Western Pennsylvania in 1794. He spent the
latter years of his life on his North river farm,
and never failed to send out liberal refresh-
ments to the passengers in Rocket’s coaches as
they passed his residence.

The Gamble family settled in the bounds of
Augusta congregation as early as 1735, and
have been identified with it ever since. One of
the family died, or was killed, at Londonderry
during the famous siege of 1689. The most
prominent member of the family was Colonel
Robert Gamble, a grandson of the first settler
and son-in-law of Major John Grattan. He
served during the Revolutionary War as cap-
tain of an Augusta company in the Continental
line, and was particularly distinguished at the
storming of Stoney Point, on the Hudson, in
1779. For some years after the war he was a
merchant in Staunton, and then removed to
Richmond. There his home is described as the
seat of an elegant hospitality, and under his
roof were frequent gatherings of the veterans
of the Revolution and others, including Gen-
erals Washington and Knox and Chief Justice
Marshall. His son-in-law, William Wirt, de-
scribed him as “a faithful soldier, a sincere and
zealous Christian, one of the best of fathers,
and honestest of men.” He received his early
training under the Rev. John Craig.

Lastly, in this connection, I must speak a few
words about that old hero and saint, Colenel
George Moffett. He lived on a farm some miles
west of the church, called Mount Pleasant, and
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built the stone dwelling house still on the place.
We find him leading a dozen or more men has-
tily collected, in October, 1764, in pursuit of a
band of I.ndmns, overtaking them west of the
Alleghany mountains and recovering a party
of ca tlves, among them his sister, Mrs. Estill,
is half-brother, James Trimble, then a
boy, afterwards Captain Trimble. Early in the
year 1781 he led a battalion of Augusta county
men to North Carolina, and with them partici-
pating in the battle of Guilford Courthouse.
Later still, as chief military commander in the
county, we find him rallying his men to aid in
repellm% the enemy who had invaded Virginia.
e war we see him presiding in the
County Court, serving as a Trustee of Wash-
ington College, and sitting as a member of
Presbytery. He is said to have been a man of
commanding presence and eminently religious.
He died in 1810, and was buried in Augusta
Church graveyard.

The names of a host of other worthies, early
settlers and members of this congregation,
crowd upon me; but my information does not
enable me to speak of any of them particularly,
if time permitted. There were the numerous
and reputable Pattersons, the Craigs (not re-
lated to the pioneer minister), the Walkers,

* Kerrs, Nelsons, Robertsons, Poages, Currys,

Crawfords, Browns, Bells, Byerses, and others.

I beg leave merely to name four or five
persons who have died within the memory of
persons present whom I knew by sight from
my earliest recollection, and who were inti-
mately associated with this congregation. I
refer to James Bourland, Robert Anderson,
Alexander Walker, James Crawford, and W. J.
D. Bell. I claim no intimate acquaintance with
them, but several of them showed me little acts
of kindness in my boyhood which I have not
forgotten, and it is a pleasure to me to recall
their names. With one exception they did not
come within the fold, but all were pronounced
believers, regular attendants at church, and
identified with its interests. During my youth
I spent a night in the same chamber with Mr.
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Alexander Walker, and his demeanor on that
occasion deeply impressed me. Without osten-
tation on his part I discovered him engaged in
private devotions before he retired to rest.

I ehould mnot forgive myself if I omitted to
mention another name, that of James Nelson,
long an elder of this church. He was & small
man, and from infancy painfully deformed; but
a man of marked intelligence and business ca-
pacity, and eminent for his goodness. For
many years he was one of the two commis-
sioners of the revenue of the county, and at one
time was president of one of the Staunton
banke. His father, Alexander Nelson, was a
native of Ireland, but came to America when
a boy, about the year 1759. Living first in
Philadelphia, he was patronized by Robert
Morris, the celebrated financier of the Revolu-
tion. From Philadelphia he came to Rich-
mond and engaged extensively in merchandis-
ing. At what date he came to this county is
not known. Here he married and settled on a
farm within the bounds of this congregation.
During his residence in Augusta he was a
prominent and influential citizen. Dr. S,
was received into Mr. Nelson’s house when he
first came to the county, and there made his
home till he died.

A few words more to the people of this con-
gregation. Have you ever considered the title
by which you hold this property? Few
descendants of the early settlers hold the lands
which their ancestors rescued from the wilder-
ness. Your present residence is yours to-day—
it may belong to some one else to-morrow.
You may alienate it yourself, or, if unfortunate
in business, it may be taken for payment of
debts. But this venerable house and its beau-
tiful surroundings are yours and your chil-
dren’s forever. You cannot sell them, and no
creditor can take them from you. For one
hundred and fifty years this has been the gath-
ering place of neighbors and friends—/‘the
pPlace whither the tribes go wup.” “The
fathers, where are they?” Go to the old
burying ground and see where the mortal part
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of some of them lie. Scattered through the
world are thousands of their descendants—
here are comparatively a few left. All, whether
here or elsewhere, must look to this place with
filial love. Let us dedicate the house anew to
the purpose for which it was built, and appro-
priate to yourselves the prayer of King Solo-
mon for his people: “That they may fear thee,
to walk in thy ways, so long as they live in the
land which thou gavest unto our fathers.”

—

A little more than a hundred years ago the
church was constituted by law in Virginia.
The people were assessed by public officers, and
the money due from them “for the support of
religion” was collected by tax-gatherers like
any other public dues. The money thus raised
was applied for the support of “the church,”
and Dissenters, consisting then mainly of Pres-
byterians and Baptists, had to contribute as
well as others, and in addition to provide for
the maintenance of their own institutions as
best they could. Amongst the results of the
Revolution of 1776 the religious establishment
was abolished.

But soon afterward the scheme of a “general
assessment” for the support of religion was
proposed in the State Legislature. It was
earnestly advocated by Patrick Henry and
other distinguished public men, who appreci-
ated the importance of religion and desired to
promote its influence amongst the people. Ac-
cording to this scheme all tax-payers were to
contribute, willingly or unwillingly, to a gen-
eral fund, to be apportioned to the various
denominations, the only liberty granted to the
tax-payer being that of indicating the church
or sociely to receive his quota.

The Presbyterian clergy and people warmly
opposed the scheme, as an infringement upon
liberty and injurious to religion. Memorial
after memorial in opposition to it was adopted
by Hanover Presbytery, then the only Presby-
tery in the State, and the Rev. John B. Smith,
of Hampden-Sidney, was sent to Richmond to
remonstrate in person before the Legislature.
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Finally a general convention of Presbyterians
was held at Bethel church, in Augusta county,
which adopted an earnest protest against the
measure. Soon afterward the bill securing
complete religious liberty was passed by the
Legislature, and our people congratulated
themselves on the establishment of just and
sound principles.

The policy of our church was therefore long
ago established, that the institutions of religion
should be supported by the voluntary, free-will
offerings of the worshippers.—Hon. Jos. A.
Waddell, 1892.
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HISTORICAL SYNOPSIS OF THE FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

The original settlers of Augusta county were
natives of the Province of Ulster, Ireland, of
Scotch descent, and therefore they and their de-
scendants are called “Scotch-Irish.” For a
. number of years very few people of any other
race came to the Valley. They generally landed
on the Delaware river, and gradually pushed
their way up the Valley, through the wilder-
ness. They did not come to build towns, but to
acquire lands and open up farms, and hence .all
the towns in the Valley are of comparatively
recent date. No such place as Staunton was
known till the courthouse was located here, in
1745, at least thirteen years after the surround-
ing country was quite thickly settled.

With scarcely an exception, the immigrants
were Presbyterians, as far as they professed
any religion at all. Soon after they provided
shelters for their families, they erected log
houses in which to meet for the worship of God,
first at Tinkling Spring and near the site of the
present Stone Church. The latter was known
from early times as “Augusta Church.” The
first settled minister of the two congregations
mentioned was the Rev. John Craig. He lived
in the country, and there is no record or tradi-
tion of his ever preaching in Staunton. We
have learned, incidentally, however, that after
a new courthouse was built in 1755 ministers
sometimes preached in it. The Church of Eng-
land being established by law during colonial
times, a Parish Church in Staunton was com-
pleted in 1763, and there the Rector officiated
till the establishment was abolished. The
Presbyterians at and near Staunton were con-
nected with Tinkling Spring.

Mr. Craig was succeeded at Augusta Church
by the Rev. William Wilson, and at Tinkling
Spring by the Rev. Dr. James Waddell. The
latter came to Augusta from Lancaster county,
about the year 1776, and resided, till 1784, on
his plantation called Springhill, south of
Waynesboro. He preached occasionally in




Staunton, but whether in the courthouse or the
Parish Church, otherwise vacant and unused,
is not known. At the close of the war, he was
formally invited by people living in Staunton
to officiate regularly there; but, having deter-
mined to remove east of the Blue Ridge, he de-
clined the call. His successor at Tinkling
Spring was the Rev. John McCue, who also
preached, now and then if not at stated inter-
vals, in Staunton.

All this time there was no Presbyterian meet-
ing-house or regular church organization in
Staunton. The Methodists built their first
church here in 1797.

On the 9th of May, 1804, Presbytery ap-
pointed the Rev. John Montgomery, of Rocky
Spring, and the Rev. Benjamin Erwin, of Mossy
Creek, to organize the church in Staunton. The
church consisted originally of only fifteen or
twenty members, and the first Ruling Elders
elected and ordained were Joseph Bell, Joseph
Cowan, Andrew Barry, and Samuel Clarke.

In 1805, the Rev. William Calhoun removed
from Eastern Virginia to Staunton, and in Au-
gust, 1806, at Brown’s Meeting-House (since
Hebron) he was installed pastor of the united
congregations of Brown’s Meeting-House and
Staunton. Mr. Wilson, of Augusta Church,
and Mr. McCue, of Tinkling Spring, were the,
committee of installation. The services in
Staunton were held every alternate Sunday in
the old Parish Church.

The Synod of Virginia met in Staunton Oc-
tober 18, 1811.

In 1818, the Presbyterians erected their first
church building. The Rev. Dr. John H. Rice
attended a meeting of the Synod in Staunton in
October of that year, and in his diary says:
“The Presbyterians have a large and very de-
cent house of worship in the town in a state of
considerable forwardness. If completed in the
style in which it is begun it will do great credit
to the public spirit of the citizens.”

The building, however, although substantial
and commodious at the time, was very plain ac-
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cording to the present taste. The main entrance
was at the south end of the house, fronting on
Frederick street, but there was a door on each
side near the pulpit. From one of these doors
to the other was a broad aisle in front of the
pulpit, in which the table was set when the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was observed.
There was a double row of pews in the body of
the house, between aisles extending from the
front doors to the croes aisle, and a row of pews
on each side of the audience room. There were
also pews in what are called “the amen cor-
ners.” The pulpit was elevated, and was
reached by quite a flight of steps. There were
galleries, supported by wooden pillars, on the
sides and south end, and one of them was set
apart for the use of the negroes, many of whom
attended the preaching. There was neither
portico nor steeple. The bell was suspended in
the gallery at the south end, opposite a window
which was hoisted to let the sound escape when
the bell was rung. The noise in the church
during the ringing was intolerable, and per-
haps for that reason it was the custom, till a
bell tower was built, to ring only once before
each service, and sometimes an hour before the
time to begin.

A high fence within a few yards of the church
formed the western boundary of the lot. The
space between the church and New street, used
for some years as a brick-yard, was not in-
closed till 1841.

At a meeting of Presbytery, in Staunton, on
Thursday, April 27, 1826, the pastoral relation
of Mr. Calhoun with this church was dissolved,
and he thereafter, for many years, devoted his
whole time to Hebron congregation. Under his
ministry the number of church members in
Staunton greatly increased.

The next pastor was the Rev. Joseph Smith
(afterwards D. D.), who was installed April
29, 1826. While pastor of the church Mr.
Smith also taught a classical school, being prin-
cipal of the Staunton Academy.

Up to this time the singing in church was
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led by a clerk, as he was called, who stood alone
in front of the congregation and raised the tune.
But before e?iir. dSmit,h left Staunton a choir
was organized and occupied the gallery o ite
the"p:ﬁ;it. During prayer the con%regg:?on,
with few exceptions, stood, and generally with
their backs to the pulpit. Tallow candles sus-
pended in tin candlesticks against the pillars
which supported the galleries were used at night
to light the church, and the sexton went around
about every half hour to snuff them. The hour
for services at night was never announced, but
the appointment was for “early candle light.”
The house was heated in cold weather by means
of stoves.

Mr. Smith resided in Staunton more than
six years, and then resigned his charge, the re-
lation being dissolved by Presbytery October
22, 1832.

The celebrated Dr. Nettleton spent the win-
ter of 18289 in Staunton, and his labors here
were instrumental in much good. Many valu-
able members were added to the church, and
the cause of religion generally was greatly pro-
moted.

For nearly two years the pastorate remained
vacant, the pulpit being occupied occasionally
by various ministers.

The Rev. John Steele was elected pastor in
1834, and on the 20th of June was ordained
and installed by Presbytery. He remained here
rather more than three years, the relation be-
ing dissolved August 4, 1837, and then emi-
grated to the State of Illinois.

The Rev. Paul E. Stevenson, of New York,
succeeded Mr. Steele as pastor. He came to
Staunton from Princeton Seminary, on-invita-
tion, in the fall of 1837, and was installed June
8, 1838. During Mr. Stevenson’s pastorate the
church and congregation made considerable
progress in various respects. Amongst the out-
ward improvements was the enlargement of the
church grounds by the purchase and addition
of the lot lying between the church and New
street. This lot, previously rugged and un-
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sightly, was graded and neatly enclosed, and
soon presented an attractive appearance. Au-
gusta Female Seminary also was founded du-
ring this period, by the Rev. Rufus W. Bailey,
who came to Staunton to establish a sehool for
girls. For many years a school of the kind had
been maintained here by a succession of teach-
ers, in more or less intimate connection with
the church. Among the teachers successively
were a Mr. Esterbrook, the Rev. Mr. Thatcher,
and Mr. R. L. Cooke. But no attempt had been
made to erect buildings, and different private
houses, rented by the teachers, had been occu-

pied. Through Mr. Bailey’s influence, how-
erver, the Presbyterians of the town and county
were induced to take an interest in the matter
as a denominational enterprise. Trustees were
selected, an act of incorporation was obtained
from the Legislature (in 1845), and in a short
time the centre building of the seminary was
erected by means of funds raised by general sub-
scription. The principal room of this building
was designed, and was used for several years,
as a lecture-room in connection with the church.

The Ruling Elders at this period were Samuel
Clarke, John C. Sowers, Jacob Lease, Dr. A.
Waddell, William H. Allen, Lyttleton Wa,ddell
and William A. Bell.

Mr. Stevenson resigned his pastoral office in
1844, the relation being dissolved April 2d, and
returned to New York.

Mr. R. R. Howison occupied the pulpit about
six months.

The Rev. Benjamin M. Smith (afterwards
Dr. Smith, long a professor in the Theological
Seminary at Hampton-Sidney) was the next
pastor. He was installed on Saturday, No-
vember 22, 1845. During his incumbency the
manee in which the pastors of the church have
since resided was erected chiefly through the
agency of Mr. Bailey. Large additions to the
gseminary were projected by Mr. Smith, and the
first election of Deacons was made dunng his
ministry here. He resigned his charge in 1854.

The Rev. Joseph R. Wilson, professor in
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Hampden-Sidney College, accepted a call from
the congregation in December, 1854, and re-
moved to Staunton the last week in March fol-
lowing. He was installed June 24, 1855. While
he resided here the enlargement of the semi-
nary as previously planned was accomplished,
80 as to provide a residence for the principal
and his assistants and boarding for a consider-
able number of pupils. The principal room of .
the centre building was then converted into a
study hall, and the large basement apartment
in the eastern wing was used as a congrega-
tional lecture-room. The church building was
also enlarged and otherwise improved.

Mr. Wilson remained in Staunton a little
more than two years. His pastoral relation
was dissolved October 8, 1857, and he removed
to Augusta, Georgia, to take charge of the Pres-
byterian Church in that city. He has since
then been successively professor in the Theologi-
cal Seminaries at Columbia, South Carolina,
and Clarksville, Tennessee. The degree of Doc-
;or of Divinity was long ago conferred upon

im.

His successor was the Rev. William E. Baker,
who commenced his labors on the 1st of Decem-
ber, 1857, but was not installed until April 23,
1859. Since then the church and congregation
have made marked progress. The number of
church members has greatly increased; the
seminary has grown to its present dimensions,
accommodating within its walls one hundred
and forty pupils, besides officers and employees ;
and the size of the congregation demanding it,
the work of erecting a larger and more commo-
dious church edifice on another site was begun
in the summer of 1870. The congregation wor-
shipped in the old church for the last time on
Sunday, June 25, 1871, and on the next day it
was occupied by workmen to be fitted up as part
of Augusta Female Seminary. Subsequently,
by authority of an act of the Legislature, the
property was conveyed by the trustees of the
church to the trustees of the seminary. The
new church was not completed till 1872, but for
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some time previously the congregation wor-
shipped in the basement lecture-room.

Address of the Building Committee.

To the Citizens of BStaunton and Augusta

County:

The undersigned, the Committee on Building
for the Presbyterian Congregation of Staunton,
beg leave respectfully to state—

That more than two years ago, the congrega-
tion, finding their existing church edifice inade-
quate to the accommodation of their actual
numbers, much less for growth, and the hospi-
tality due to strangers, and the building itself
in serious dilapidation, resolved, with great
unanimity, to erect a new and larger one. The
enterprise was at once entered upon, and has
been prosecuted with vigor umtil it is now so
nearly complete as to warrant the appointment
of next Sunday (9th) as the day for its public
or solemn dedication to the service of Almighty
God. In consequence of two, or perhaps three,
flaws in parts of the work in its progress, it is
thought there may exist in the minds of some
an honest doubt and apprehension as to the
perfect security and stability of the work. Two
of these were carefully examined and pro-
nounced upon by Colonel Williamson, the ac-
complished Professor of Architecture and En-
gineering in the Virginia Military Institute.
He did not believe any serious damage had oc-
curred, but out of abundant caution prescribed
correctives, upon the application of which he
declared over his signature the entire safety,
stability, and excellence of the work. These
were promptly supplied, and the committee
have the authority of many practical and ex-
perienced mechanics, builders and others, that
the walls and roof of this building are proba-
bly not surpassed anywhere for strength and
thorough workmanship. So that we are now
able to declare our own conscientious convie-
tione' not merely, but the opinions of very com-
petent and disinterested judges, that the new
church edifice is in all points of strength and
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stability thoroughly reliable. In point of archi-
tectural beauty of design and finish, it has re-
ceived already the hearty encomiums of a large
number of visitors, both at home and from
abroad.

Upon its construction has already been ex-
pended more than twenty-six thousand ($26,000)
dollars. Of this large sum of money dess than
one hundred and fifty dollars have been contri-
buted outside of our own congregation. We
think we may challenge the whole history of
church building in Virginia for a parallel to
this statement. We have not as yet solicited
aid from beyond our own bounds. But we mean
now to do it. We think there are good and suffi-
cient reasons even of a business character, and
without appealing to those higher motives of
Christian brotherhood and beneficence to which
we might with propriety and with confidence
make our appeal. Why, the citizens of Staun-
ton in particular, and measurably the people of
Augusta county, should contribute of their sub-
stance material aid to this enterprise.

Nearly the whole of twenty-six thousand dol-
lars have been expended amongst you—the con-
tributions of a single one of your town congre-
gations, and a considerable further sum has yet
to be expended in like manner in the finishing
off and furnishing this new church. This
money, of course, has entered and will enter and
permeate all the channels of trade and reach
the sources of production. The result of all
will be the addition to your city of a house of
worship creditable to the congregation, credit-
able to the city itself, and furnishing another
attraction to strangers visiting our beautiful
Valley of Virginia.

But a somewhat heavy debt rests on us, and
yet if our people shall have only caught a little
of that public spirit and ardent zeal which so
strikingly marked and characterized the Chris-
tian association recently met in Staunton, we
feel confident that this whole debt can and
easily may be wiped out by the contributions of
those who have not yet been applied to.
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At the dedication services, both morning and
afternoon of next Sabbath, opportunity will be
offered by printed subscription lists handed
round by the deacons of receiving subscriptions.
All proposed contributions of any magnitude
can be set down on these papers. Small sums
(as of five dollars and under) may as well be
put into the boxes at the time.

We presume that every one of our people,
even those who have hitherto taxed themselves
the most heavily, young and old, rich and poor,
will feel like bringing in their hands some
thank-offering, be it great or small, to testify
their gratitude to our Heavenly Father, for
having suffered and enabled us to bring our
work €0 near to completion.

All which is respectfully submitted.

WM. FRAZIER,
Davis A. KAYSER,
JNo. W. ALsy,
Building Committee.

From the Staunton Spectator of June 4, 1872,
Dedication of the New Church.

The services in the new Presbyterian Church
of this place on last Sabbath were of an inter-
esting character. In the morning the dedica-
tion of that large and splendid church, in the
afternoon the thanksgiving services in connec-
tion therewith, and in the evening the anniver-
sary celebration of the Sabbath School of that
congregation.

Before the hour—11 o’clock A. M.—arrived
for the beginning of the services attending the
dedication, that very large church was filled to
its capacity, both on the floor and in the gal-
lery. The exercises were commenced by the ren-
dition in admirable style by the choir of an
anthem composed some twenty years since by
Mr. J. W. Alby, of this place. Rev. Dr. Moses
D. Hoge, of Richmond, then offered a brief
prayer, after which the 137th Psalm, second
part, was sung. After an earnest prayer by the
Pastor—Rev. Wm. E. Baker—he stated that the




— 55—

Building Committee would report; whereupon
the chairman of that committee, William Fra-
zier, Esq., read the following:

Architectural Description of the New Church,
by Maj. Thos. H. Williamson, Professor of
Architecture and Civil Engineering in the
Virginia Military Institute, Lexington.

The new Presbyterian Church in Staunton is
of the same style as that selected by Gen. R. E.
Lee for the Chapel of Washington and Lee Uni-
versity. The style of both is the modernized
Norman.

The Norman, the Saxon, and the Lombard are
all of the same family, and had their origin
among the early Christians. The first Christian
churches of Great Britain were Saxon, and the
sturdy English and Scotch-Irish races first wor-
shipped the only God in these massive, thick-
walled temples with short, thick, round columns,
the round-headed windows and deeply recessed
and circular-headed doors. The Norman differs
from the Saxon in the amplification of all its
parts. The Normans were fond of stateliness
and magnificence, and though they retained the
other characteristics of the Saxon style, yet by
the amplification of dimensions and the elabora-
tion of details, they made such a striking change
and improvement as to entitle it to be charac-
terized as a new order of architecture.

No people ever exhibited an example of so
rapid transition from the excess of pagan bar-
barism and of the worship of Odin, their idol
god, to the Christian civilization, industry, and
refinement as did the Normans on the cession of
Normandy to them by Charles the Simple, A.
D. 912, and on the alliance of his daughter with
their valorous leader Roller, when they quickly
became earnest converts to the Christian faith.

The Normans were unquestionably the finest
race of men that ever poured forth from the
regions of the North. Amidst the barbarism,
the obscurity, and the ignorance of the middle
ages, they seemed to rise up like a superior
generation of beings to advance the cause of
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civilization and religion. By dint of their
bravery they established themselves in France,
founded a dynasty in Italy, wrested Sicily from
the Saracens, and finally became the conquerors
of England. They were warm-hearted and sin-
cere to their friends, generous and humane to
their vanquished enemies, and, indeed, to them
may be attributed many of the best and highest
qualities which at present constitute the boast
of the English and Virginian character,

It is pleasant, then, to see our churches built
in a style which originated and prevailed with
our noble and Christian forefathers, and that
we are taught by the same Bible to worship the
same God.

The Staunton Church, though in the modern-
ized Norman style, in consequence of the many
modern improvements, yet retains the round-
headed windows and doors, the stately and mag-
nificent tower, and instead of the open timber
roof and ceiling of the middle ages has intro-
duced the modern arched ceiling sunk in deep
caissons or panels by moulded and otherwise
ornamented ribs. The crown or key-stone rib
has the modern moveable ventilator inserted,
quite unknown to our Norman ancestry. The
styles and mouldings of the panel work are
rendered in walnut and the sunken panel of
yellow poplar, oiled and varnished on the natu-
ral grain. The gallery front and the ceiling
under the gallery are made to correspond in
style and finish, and the whole effect is most
pleasing and presents a very rich appearance.
The cornice, also, which surrounds this audi-
ence room is beautiful and in accord with the
general style. The pulpit, platform, and desk
are in solid black walnut, very richly treated
and yet in perfect good taste. The walls are in
course of being plastered in sand finish with a
beautiful neutral tint of French gray. , The
stained glass windows have all been subscribed
for, I understand, by individuals, even to the
smallest ones in the two towers. The spire is
now rapidly going up, which is another of the
more modern inventions grafted on the old Nor-
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man, but has been accepted by all Christians as
the finger of Christianity, ever pointing to the
dwelling-place of the only true God, and direct-
ing all mankind to His throne. T. H. W.

After reading the above, Mr. Frazier deliv-
ered the keys of the building to the Pastor, who,
on behalf of the congregation, expressed thanks
to the committee for the efficient manner in
which they had discharged the arduous and
perplexing duties devolved upon them.

The 567th hymn was then sung, after which
Rev. Dr. Hoge delivered the dedicatory sermon.
He took as his text the 22d verse of the 45th
chapter of Isaiah:

“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends
of the earth; for I am God, and there i3 none
else.”

He prefaced his remarks by stating that he
would not preach a sermon like those usually
preached on similar occasions—that they were
quite proper, but that on this occasion he would
discuss a subject of more importance than those
usually treated of on. such occasions. The
theme of his discourse was “Salvation,” which,
in a sermon of an hour’s length, he discussed in
an able and eloquent manner, and presented
forcibly the different important ideas embraced
in the text, which he analyzed clearly and il-
lustrated graphically. At the conclusion of his
discourse, in a solemn and impressive manner,
he dedicated the new church to the worship of
God and the preaching of the blessed Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

At the conclusion of the dedicatory services
subscriptions for the benefit of the church were
made, which amounted to the sum of six hun-
dred dollars, after which the congregation was
dismissed with the benediction.

Thanksgiving Service.

The thanksgiving meeting in connection with
the dedication of the church was held at 4
o’clock in the afternoon. In addition to the
Pastor of that church, the services were partici-



— 58 —

pated in by Rev. Geo. B. Taylor, Pastor of the
Baptist Church of Staunton; Rev. Jas. Murray,
Pastor of Bethel Church in this county; Dr.
Moses D. Hoge, of Richmond; Rev. Daniel B.
Ewing, Pastor of Hebron Church in this
county; Rev. D. M. Gilbert, Pastor of the
Lutheran Church of Staunton; Rev. J. I. Mil-
ler, Principal of the Staunton Female Semi-
nary, and Rev. R. S. Walker, Pastor of Union
Church in this county.

The services were opened by a voluntary,
“Lord of Hosts,” by the choir, which was ren-
dered in admirable style.

Then an appropriate prayer was offered by
Rev. Mr. Ewing, after which Rev. Mr. Gilbert
read the 84th Psalm, third part, which was
sung by the choir.

Rev. Mr. Baker then delivered a brief ad-
dress of welcome to the ministers and members
of other denominations who were present.

Rev. Geo. B. Taylor responded on behalf of
the ministers of Staunton in a sensible and
suitable manner, after which appropriate ad-
dresses of congratulation were delivered by
Rev. Mr. Murray and Dr. Hoge, which were of
an interesting character.

At the conclusion of the addresses, Rev. J. L.
Miller offered an earnest prayer, after which
Rev. Mr. Walker read the 122d Psalm, which
was sung by the choir. The services closed with
the singing of the doxology.—From the Staun-
ton Spectator of June 11, 1872,

During Mr. Baker’s pastorate, and shortly
after the close of the war, in 1865, Mr. T. B.
Coleman, a member of the Staunton Church,
began to hold prayer-meetings in a neglected
neighborhood, two miles east of town, on the
Waynesboro road. This service grew into a
Sunday school in a public school-house, which
the ladies of the Staunton Church helped to
build. After a time it was thought desirable
to have a separate house of worship, and finally
Olivet Chapel was erected on ground donated
by the Messrs. Doom. There Sunday school and
other services have been held on Sabbath after-




— 59—

noons by members of the Staunton Church, the
pastor and other ministers occasionally preach-
ing. During several years various young min-
isters were employed from time to time to
preach at that point. Of the people connected
with the chapel more than thirty became church
members. In 1898 Olivet was organized as a
separate church, having a pastor of its own.

The General Assembly of the Southern Pres-
byterian Church began its session in the First
Presbyterian Church of Staunton on May 19,
1881. The Assembly was at that date com-
posed of twelve Synods, sixty-seven Presby-
teries, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-
eight churches, with one thousand and sixty
ministers, and a membership of 120,028.

The opening sermon was preached by Rev.
T. A. Hoyt, D. D., of Nashville, Tenn., from
Galatians, 1st chapter and 6th and 7th verses.
Dr. Wm. Brown, Permanent Clerk, called the
roll, and Rev. R. P. Farris, D. D., of St. Louis,
“Mo., was elected Moderator, and Rev. G. A.
Trenholm, of Bethel Presbytery, South Caro-
lina, Reading Clerk.

At that time the entire Missionary force, un-
der the direction of the church, consisted of
eighteen ordained missionaries, one missionary
physician, twenty-six assistant missionaries
from this country, thirteen ordained native as-
sistants, variously employed as teachers, col-
porteurs, and Bible readers, making ninety-
three in all. The receipts for the year were
$59,215.39. Lectures on foreign missions were
delivered by Rev. Dr. Palmer and Rev. Dr. T. A.
Hoyt. .

The Committee on Education reported eighty
students enrolled from thirty-seven Presby-
teries, and seventy-seven students aided by the
committee to the amount of $8,740.

After a nine days’ session the Assembly ad-
journed to meet in Atlanta, Ga., in May, 1882.

The Ruling Elders during Mr. Baker’s incum-
bency, but not all at the same time, were Lyt-
tleton Waddell, William A. Bell, John Wayt,
John Trimble, James Gilkeson, John B. Tins-
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ley, Alexander H. Taylor, Joseph A. Waddell,
William J. Nelson, John K. Woods, John Paris,
Dr. J. Alexander Waddell, Davis A. Kayser,
T. B. Coleman, Dr. George S. Walker, Charles
Gratton, John Echols, Robert D. Lilley, Henry
L. Hoover, and Henry D. Peck.

Mr. Baker resigned his charge early in 1884,
and was released by Presbytery on the 20th of
February.

The Rev. John P. Strider having been elected
pastor, was installed November 23, 1884. The
committee of Preshytery officiating on that oc-
casion were the Rev. Dr. C. R. Vaughan and
the Rev. W. M. McElwee. During Mr. Strider’s
brief pastorate, the Rev. Dr. William Dinwiddie
conducted services in the congregation for ten
days or more, and as the result one hundred
persons were received into the church February
8, 1885, some six or eight being received after-
wards.

Mr. Strider’s health being seriously impaired,
he found himself unable to perform the duties
of pastor. He therefore resigned and accepted
a professorship in Washington and Lee Uni-
versity, which had recently conferred upon him
the degree of Doctor of Divinity. He was re-
leased by Presbytery September 24, 1885, and
died in Staunton in January, 1886. During his
pastorate the following Elders were elected and
installed: John Murray, Dr. N. Wayt, and
James N. McFarland.

The Rev. Dr. D. K. McFarland, of Oxford,
Mississippi, visited the church by invitation in
December, 1885, and was immediately there-
after elected pastor. Accepting the office, he
was installed March 21, 1886. The installa-
tion committee were the Rev. Drs. James Mur-
ray and H. H. Hawes.

Dr. McFarland’s health having failed, he was
released from his office March 15, 1892. He
died in South Carolina February 28, 1893, and,
in accordance with tne earnest wish of the con-
gregation, his remains were brought to Staun-
ton for interment.

During Dr. McFarland’s pastorate there was
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expended on improvements to the church, in-
cluding the handsome organ and extension to
the building for its accommeodation, oven ten
thousand dollars.

The windows on either side of the pulpit,
donated by Miss Mary J. Baldwin, are not in-
cluded in the above sum.

The present pastor is the Rev. A. M. Fraser,
D. D., who was installed May 21, 1893. A na-
tive of South Carolina, he was, at the time of
his call to Staunton, pastor of a church in Ken-
tucky.

The Ruling Elders in 1897, named in the or-
der of their election, were Joseph A. Waddell,
Davis A. Kayser, George S. Walker, Charles
Grattan, Henry D. Peck, N. Wayt, James N.
McFarland, Henry A, Walker, and Samuel F.
Pilson.

The Deacons were James H. Blackley, Wil-
liam A. Burke, Arista Hoge, C. B. Somerville,
James A. Templeton, S. H. Henkel, William H.
Landes, Charles K. Hoge, John M. Spotts, and
James A, Fulton.

250TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WEST-
NMINSTER ASSErBLY.

On April 29, 1647, the great Westminster
Assembly, in session at Westminster Abbey,
completed the most important part of their
valuable work.

On April 29, 1897, the Presbyterians of
Staunton and Augusta county met to celebrate
the 250th anniversary. Elaborate preparations
had been made by the two local churches. His-
tory and Biography, Doctrine and Influence, had
been assigned to able men for treatment. And
as session after session was held the hearers
found that the planning had not been in vain.

On Thursday evening, April 29, 1897, a lagge
audience gathered in the First Presbyterian
Church. Rev. Dr. A. M. Fraser presided. Rev.
H. A. White, of Washington and Lee Univer-
sity, was the epeaker of the occasion. His
theme was “The Political and Ecclesiastical
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Conditions which Led to the Calling of the
Westminster Assembly.” With great power
he gathered up the threads unravelled from the
tangled skein of history from 1543 to 1643,
showing clearly how the irresistible trend of
events demanded the calling of the Assembly
and made its work a necessity.

“The Intellectual and Moral Character and
Qualifications of the Westminster Assembly
as Compared with any Other Great Church
Council” was the subject of the address pre-
pared by Rev. T. C. Johnson, D. D., but who
was unable to be present owing to indisposition.
The paper was read by Dr. J. M. Wells, of the
Second Church. This was followed by an ad-
dress by Rev. Thornton Whaling, D. D., of Lex-
ington; by Mr. Joseph A. Waddell, of Staun-
ton, on the “Shorter Catechism,” and he by Rev.
Dr. Finley, on the “Doctrines of Calvinism in
Notable Revivals of Religion.” The evening
was spent in a reception tendered by the ladies
of the First and Second churches in the lecture-
room of the First Church.

On Saturday Rev. F. R. Beattie, D. D, of
Louisville Theological Seminary, was introduced
to the audience by Hon. H. St. George Tucker in
well-chosen words. Dr. Beattie was one of the
originators of the movement to celebrate this
anniversary, and it was fitting that he should
be heard on this occasion. With true Scotch fire
and power he treated his subject, “The Influ-
ence of the Westiminster- Symbols on Civil and
Religious Liberty.” He laid down as an estab-
lished fact that the four communities where
civil liberty had its most perfect growth—
Switzerland, Holland, Great Britain, and
America—were Calvinistic Presbyterian at the
time that civil liberty was in its largest
measure acquired, and then he gave the reasons
why Calvinistic Presbyterianism always pro-
duced civil and religious liberty.

On Saturday a poem was read by Rew. Mr.
Lapsley, of Bethel, upon “the Covenanters, or
the First Generation Raised on the Shorter
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Cathechism,” beautifully recounting the suffer-
ing and heroism of those Godly people.

“The Catholic Spirit of the Presbyterian
Church” was the subject of an address by Maj.
T. J. Kirkpatrick, of Lynchburg.

Maj. Jed. Hotchkiss made an entertaining
talk on the “Influence of the Westminster As-
sembly on Education,” followed by Dr. Cocke,
of Waynesboro, on “Calvanism in Foreign Mis-
sions.”

The afternoon services on Sunday were a
joint meeting of the Presbyterian Sunday
Schools of Augusta county, over which Rev. J
E. Booker presided.

Then the Sunday-school worker was truly in
his element, and probably never looked into the
faces of so many children at one time before.
The various schools from over the county were
grouped in blocks around the speaker’s stand,
and back of these sat the visitors. Mr. Booker’s
own church—Hebron—sent the largest out-of-
town delegation, the solid appearance of which
created much favorable comment. Of course,
the feature of the evening was the address to
the children by Rev. Jas. P. Smith, D. D., of the
Central Presbyterian, and the distribution by
him of thirteen hundred certificates. These
certificates were presented through the Sunday-
School Superintendents to every ome in their
congregations who had at any time recited per-
fectly the shorter catechism, a list of whose
names is given below:

STAUNTON 1st. E Edmondson

Misses— M E Edmondson
Lelia Burdette A M Fauntleroy
Birdie T Bell S C Fauntleroy
A Bumgardner K B Fauntleroy
M J Baldwin L C Fauntleroy
Lizzie Cochran Nora B Fraser
Maggie W Daniel M Fraser
Eveline W Daniel M Gilkeson

M

S
Rizpah F Dudley E C Grattan
Carrie L Echard M W Grattan
Lena M Echard Florence Henkel
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Dr. Chertsey Hopkins Edmonia B Bayly

"Eddie J Hanger
Emmie Hall
Natalie Hogsett
Blanche N Lackey
Grace Lackey
Georgie Leckie
Fannie L Lavelle
Mabel C Lavelle
Annabel Lambert
N W McFarland
A M McFarland
Jessie S McNeill
Kate D McNeill
E 8 McCue
Eva B McCue
Irene Mann
Minnie O’Rork
Sarah F Paris
Lucy Paris
Mary E Paris
Nettie Pratt
Matie K Patterson
E M Patterson
Eliza Paxton
Nannie L Tate
C M Timberlake
J B Timberlake
Mary E Trotter
Mary Yost
Theresa H Haislip
Irene D Haislip
Mamie Elder
Edith Timberlake
Cornelia Switzer
Cordelia Cleek
Florence McGuffin
Sue McGuffin

Kate L Bear

Elizabeth W Clack
C 8 Crawford

J L Cochran

Belle E Cameron
Reeves Catt

J M Daniel
Emma C Dudley
Rebecca J Davis
Hampden C DuBose
E L Edmondson

A M Fauntleroy

S A Finley

A M Fraser

Sallie H Garber
Mary W Gooch
Elizabeth C Grattan
H S Hogsett

H W Henry Jr

S H Henkel
Henry L Hoover
Mary W M Kerr
Fannie Bayly King
Charlotte B Lackey
Hester V Landes
C T Lambert

E Link

Jennie W Lipscomb
Mary E McFarland
A W McFarland
Kitty C L May
Geo P McNeill
Marietta Martin
V McCue Marshall
M A Mann

L L Moore

David O’Rork
Annie T Peale

8 Ellen Pilson
Lou Powers
Estelle L Payne
H M Patterson
Ellen Palmer

J M Quarles
Mattie E Ryan
Annie C Shands
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Kate Stout

Julia N Sublett

Pauline D Little

Nettie Stewart

Lizzie W Timberlake

S D Timberlake

V L Thompson

C H Tipping

Sue L F Tams

Sarah E Taylor

Lucy D Woods

May Warden

Ed F Wayman

Margaret T Weller

Margaret

Maria W Pratt

S T Thornburg

Mary R Hartman

Mary S Yost

Chas R McGuffin

Mary E Allen

Edmonia P Spotts
Messrs—

Rev A M Frazer

Thomas C Bowling

H H Bolen

Maj HM Bell

Jas Bumgardner Jr

A W Bisbee

Reymold M Kirby
Edmund Kirby
Joseph Lackey

S B Lara

J N McFarland
George P McNeill
James H McNeill
Charles C McNeill
H R Morrison M D
Jas McC Paris

S F Pilson

H D Peck

J L Templeton

H St G Tucker
Joseph A Waddell
N Wayt M D

J Howard Wayt
W B Wayt M D
H H Wayt M D
C B Somerville
G D Euritt
Thomas Burke

S B Lyle

Edwin P Bledsoe
Thomas A Bledsoe
Wm R Bledsoe
Albert Lackey

Olivet Chapel.

Chas C Berkeley Misses—

Samuel Cox Jr

R Guy Cochran

H W Crawford
Cyrus Creigh

E L Edmondson

R Y C Fauntleroy
P Fauntleroy M D
Thomas Fauntleroy
A M Fauntleroy
Charles Fauntleroy

Eliza F Graham
Maggie E Graham
Luey V Graham
Minnie Doom

Alice Doom

Lottie Sheets

Mary Root

Ida Young

Letitia Young
Hattie M Lindamood

Watson P Gooch Mesdames—
Garrett G Gooch Jr  Sallie A Beech

S H Henkle Jr Nannie W Keller
B F Hughes Mary Earman
Henry L Hoover Lena Lohr

J L B Kirby

Rev C W McDanald
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Mary Baldwin 8em 8 8§ STAUNTON 2d.
Misses—
Embra Morton Misases—

Marshall Bell Annie Fifer

Lillian A Beek Amy Humphreys
Lilly Bell Fox E Humphreys
Robbie L. Wade Hattie C Lovegrove
Ella Lane Norris M V Anderson

Di V McFaddin Sallie W Bell

Julia Sparkman Emma M Bell
Mary D Cason Mollie Connell

Ellen M Morgan
Edith Drew Atkins
P F Crocheron
Mary H Mcllwain
Nettie L DuBose
Mary S Williams
V M Strickler
Martha D Riddle
Ida M Albaugh
Jean R Fuqua
Clara L Lumpkin
Allie Moore
David Ada Todd
Juliet H White
Pansy Cable
Bessie H Babeock
Lucy M Duncan
Annie D Duncan
Bea Alex Gerstle
Cornelia Burns
Etheldra M Beamon
Anna Streit

Ellen D Hamilton
Freddie Kolstadt
Mary Edna Logan
Elizabeth McLemore
Mary E Robinson
H S P Williamson
Hadgie B Davies
Mary W Winston
Elizabeth D Wells
Helen Lee Jones
Jennie Gray Miller
Anna MecChord
Ruth Weiss

. Florence Dickerson

Ada B Hawpe
Mary F Morton
Minnie Morton
May Miller

Sue W Moyer
Mary C Newham
E B Shanholtzer
Emma V Trotter
Mary Elder
Edna Shanholtzer
Georgiana Tate
May E Johnson

- Minnie McGuinnity

Fannie Stubbs
May Shanholtzer
A D Shanholtzer
Ella M Noon
Grace M Keiser
Ella Martin
Gertie Peck
May Shouse
Lena M Marshall
Florence Wills
Minnie D Harris
Gretta Fultz

S V Bailey
Margaret Dickerson

Mesdames—

Nettie R Holt
Alice V Thompson
E D Berry

S E Humphreys
M L Heatwole

Mary 8 Allen
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Laura H Hoy

E F Morton

Chas Miller

J M Wells

N M McCullough
8 Sydnor

Virginia Y Shewey

L S Woodhouse

Mabel T Lightger

D A Karr

L A Fraser

Carrie Hemp

Sara A Hotchkiss

Anne L Howison

M E Livick

Messrs—

J W Brandeburg
Clemmer Brandeburg
Forrest Brandeburg
Capt T C Morton

I C Morton

A S Morton

W C Morton
Erwin Elder

Henry Lickliter
Daniel A Wilson
Dorsey B Wilson
Charles H Wilson
J Watts Pace

G M Pace

D M Bell

W W Gibbs Jr
Frank Merriken
Hez Jordan

A M Howison
Herbert Wilson

Hebron,

Misses—

Mattie E Bell
Mamie C Bell
Margaret E Lackey
Carrie R Sheets
Willis Baber

Annie St Clair Tate

Kittie Boys Tate
Julia B Greaver
Hattie E Bailey
Binnie V Sheets
Fannie Gordon
Nellie Humphreys
Edna E Rogers
Bertie G Bishop
Ray Bishop

Irine Bishop
Emma Bishop
Eliza J Trimble
Rachel M Trimble
Emma C Trimble
Annie B Trimble
Mary A Trimble
Edna E Trimble
Rachel C Trimble
Emma S Thomas
Sadie G McPheeters
Marie M Lorraine
Mary H Taylor
Daisy Taylor
Nettie F Clemmer
Minnie B Clemmer
Grace Clemmer
Helen Booker
Lucilla Booker
Mary Waldrop
Mary E Bailey
Minnie E Bailey
Bessie L Bailey
Clara B Brown
Lila Brown
Frances Sterrett
Fannie Christian
Belle Christian
Mollie R Hyde
Rachel H Hyde
Rosa B Dunlap
Lelia Dunlap
Lucy M Scott
Jennie Scott

E Dora Trimble
Sallie Wayland
Josie Wayland
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Minnie Trimble
Evie J Snyder
Margaret G Snyder
Etta G Ballew
Mamie Lee Bowman
Katie Bowman
Ida Kennedy
Hattie Kennedy
Rosa Kennedy
Sallie Argenbright
Florence T Mitchel
Ellen D Mitchel
Ethel W Mitchel
Alice Smith

Ida Madison
Catherine Jarman
Mary M Tribbett
Rose Young Rennie
Minnye Tribbett
Mattie Gordon
Margie R Hamilton
Willa B Hamilton
Lucy A Dinkle
Bertha Deane

Clara B Engleman
Elsie Floyd

Cora Sheets

Nora Bell Lamb
Nannie M Crawford
Alice Blair

Hattie Brown
Mary M Drake

E Cary Drake
Lucy Smith

Birdie M Smith
Lottie Lee Smith
Lucy Dinwiddie
Mary Pearle Dunlap
Elise H Bolling
Melville Bolling
Cora A Shepherd
Lona I Whitlock
Catherine Whitlock
Aldie Whitlock
Lelia Edison

E 8 Ryan !

Mary Cook
Blanche Tribbett
Maggie M Riley
Lillie Jgrdan
Nelia J Bateman
Kate Lee Baylor
Birdie Houseman
Elmira Keller
Annie Keller
Mary Leslie
Nannie Leslie
Lucy Brown
Emma Henkle
Florence Keller
Viola H Baylor
Grace M Baylor
Elizabeth L Knopp
Katie Powell
Annie Leitch (col)

Mesdames—

Sallie Cook
Samuel Brown
Mary Yates
Stuart Bolling
Ellen C Peck
Carolina S Crawford
John Scott

Ella Towberman
Amanda Brown
Viola Coiner
Thornton B Stout
John Christian
M E Keller
Sallie Haines
Florence Miller
Robert Calhoun
A Dunlap

Minnie Christian
Addison Baylor
Caroline V Brown
Sallie B Booker
Sadie C Eichelberger
W A Crawford
Sallie Smith
Mazie T Cropp

J C F Bell
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Wm G Gilkerson
W F Bucher
John Brown
Birdie Legg
Paulina Mays
Howard Wilson
Ellen Waldrop
Jennie Hanger
Samuel H Bell
Susan Newman
Hannah E Gilmore
Mary V Tribbett
Willa Hamilton
Fannie B Trimble
Bessie Nunally
Talbot B Coleman
Laura Mitchell
Susan Scott
T J Thompson
V McComb Coiner
Eliza Palmer
G T Spotts
Carry Shuey
Alice V Trimble
J Baxter Trimble
Carrie N Craig
Bettie N Thomas
Nancy B Brown
Wm M Bell
Catherine W Tate
Lucy Brown
Jacob Hamilton
Messrs—
Rev. J E Booker
Frank H Lackey
Samuel C Wilson Sr
Samuel C Wilson Jr
Addison W Tate
Robert L Calhoun
John Gabbert
Wm Gabbert
Howard F Elliott
Edward Lorraine
Alex Taylor
Harry Lightner
Robert Thompson

J E Trimble
Edward Moore

J T Hanger
Reuben Smiley
Talbot Coleman
Dorsey E Spradlin
Henry H Hamilton
Calvin B Dinkle
Herbert L Sheets
Willie Madison
Edward E Booker
Hugh P Young
Joseph B Trimble
Clifton Hanger
Samuel Brown
Robert Brown
Emmet Lightner
Stuart Bowling
Alexander Thomas
Thomas Keller
Herndon Keller
Ivan Lightner
James Leitch (col)
Vernard Leitch (col)
Emmet Brown (col)
Lacy Brown (col)
Wm Lackey

New Providence.

Misses—

Luey C Turk
Mary Turk

Mary E McNutt
Ressa Young
Nettie McCutchan
Letitia R Smiley
Ella S Berry

Mesdames—

Mary Smiley Beard
Sallie A Turk
Estelline Tolley

Bethel.

Misses—

M T Hogshead
Mary F Pilson
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Carrie Gilkeson
Jennie Gilkeson
Josie Gilkeson
Rebecca Gilkeson
Mary T Gilkeson
Annie M Lambert
Esther Beard
Mary Brand
Bessie Brand
DeLila Thomas
Mary C Elliot
Lillie E Wright
Maggie Williams
Nettie Williams
Minnie Williams
Autha Mish
Mabel Mish
Willie Bell

Cora B Hutchens
Sallie Wilson
Lelia McCorkle
Nellie Bell
Madge Gilkerson
Scottie White
Scottie McPheetera
Mary McPheeters
M B Hogshead
Edna Gilkeson
Fannie Sproul
Mary J Cecil
Bettie H Wright
Susan C Elliott
Virginia L Elliott

Mesdames—

Anna Smith Lilley
Mary R Randolph
E M Hayes

Mary V Cochran
J C Argenbright
E V Hawpe

Lizzie McC Larew
Jno W Gilkeson
Geo W Pilson

K J Humphreys
Terzah A Whitesell
James E Beard

G B Lapsley
Nora B Arehart
R W McClure
Jno A Wright
Adeline Kesterson
Jno H Williams
Annie Daugherty
Alberta Helmick
Anna Bell

Earle Mish

B F McClung
Mary McClure
O W Wallace

M P McPheeters
Nora Earhart

Messrs—

Rev R A Lapeley
James W Wallace
Harry H Bell
Willie Allen Wallace
Geo W Pilson
James A Wallace
James E Beard

R A Lapsley Jr

R W McClure
John A Wright
Geo A Shields

Col Jno D Lilley
H B Sproul

Page Kussen .

I W Gilkeson M D
B F McClung

J C Dunlap M D
Jno W Gilkeson
Robert McPheeters
Arthur Mish

Shemariah.

Misses—

Ella M Proffitt

A C McCutchan
Bland Lucas
Henrietta L Kerr
Rachel McCutchan
Annie Umphrey
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Mary M Kerr
Rena Cochran

ie T Harris
Lettie M Gilkeson
L G Buchanan
Ethel B Dull
Fannie A Meeks
Rose S Bliss
E A McCutchan
Florence Crawford
Bessie Crawford
Alice S Patterson
Lelia Truslow
8 Joseph Phaup
Sarah Warden

Mesdames—
Mary J Ellinger
Sadie T McCutchan
Ella Bosserman
Fannie G Cochran
E B Patterson
Messrs—

W H McCutchan
David L Potter
Kirk Wilson (col)
Wm Emmet Kerr

Tinkling Spring.

Misses—
Bettie D Coffey
Julia Ann Coffey
Maggie H Shirey
Ellen A Shirey

! Emma Lelia Ott
Nelia A Clark
Ada B Clark
Estie B Alexander
Lottie J Cohren
Maria F Roberson
Sallie Lee Roberson
Martha T Roberson
M B Hodge
V Bennett
Carrie Bennett
Eugenia Bennett

Nannie Bennett
Emma K Christian
Maria H Christian
Rebecca L Christian
Ella M Smith
Antress Gulley
Winifrede Goodwin
Mary H Hanger
Alice Hanger
Mattie V Shirey
Anna Lee Gilkeson
Ida V Thacker
Betsy East
Lena M Weade
Julia B Kidd
Mary A Weade
Blanche Shepherd
Bettie J Moore
Nannie C Hanger
Martha W Finley
L E Finley
Leona E Caldwell
Zeph H Waterman
Myrtle H Gilkeson
Annie R Kreamer
Mary E Hanger
W S Drumbeller
Mamie W Hall
Margaret Donald
ie O Hamilton

Hettie Burkholder
Alma D Young
Annie J Farrer
Emma. L Coiner
Laura R 8 Coiner
Hattie C Lovegrove
Ida Wine
Lucy Han,
Nettie C Curd
%zie J Curd

rgaret E Fi
Lizzie B Kerrnley
Bettie Humphries
Jeanetta Alexander
Mildred B Roberson
Minnie Kreamer
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Janie Cecil
Lilian K Snead
Daisy B Hamilton
Laura J Caldwell
Ella V Waterman
Cora Lee Brand
Bessie M Shirey
Ruth Finley
Janetta Kerr
Lena Bell Ham
Cora A Ham
Susie H McComb
Mesdames—
Bettie S Ramsey
Josephine Life
Belle Gilkeson
Sallie Hanger
Messrs—
Rev G W Finley DD
D A Bell
J Wm Churchman
J Newton Hanger
B Frank Hanger
Chas R Christian
G W Payne
Norman Cook
Sam M Donald
Guy W Hamilton
Wm A Homan
Robert D Finley
Wm E Finley
Wm Stuart Moffett
Elmer Ott
Capt C B Coiner
Lyle M Moffett
Earnest Cecil
A Crawford Gilkeson

Old Providence.

Mi a_m
Cora Hanger
Dell Wilson
Lula Wilson
Lola Wiseman
Mary Lotts

Maggie Smiley
Mattie Brown
Amanda Cox
Florence Moore
Cornelia Houser
Jeneva Barkley
Jennie Smiley
Mittie Rogers
Ada Meek
Willie Moore
Grace Rosen
Dora Barkley
Ada Rodgers
Hettie Lotts
Annie B Campbell
Roberta Campbell
Mary L Harris
Effie Humphries
Ella Rowan
Oda Barkley
Emma Lucas
Minnie Wiseman
Blanche Carson
Carrie Loving
Sallie Rowan
Ada McCormick
Emma Henseley
Carrie Rowan
Lula Walton
Annie Haddon
Mesdames—
Lula Walton
Annie Haddon
Messrs—
Chas B Harris
Walter M Harris
Jno B Harris
Alliner M Haddon
Thos McClure

Willie Rodgers
Waynesboro.

Misses—
Leta A Swink
Etta L Patterson
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Maude M Collins
Mary B Wilton
Ollie G Kennedy
Mattie L Thornton
Mary Lou Houston
Lois Lavell

Mary A Bell
Sadie Bell

Louisa J Withrow
Evelyn Chase
Winifred Goodwin
Bessie Patton
Mary Irvine
Margaret Patterson
Haddie Eiler
Mary Stephenson
Sarah Purcell
Sallie Epes

Mary Estill

Kittie Estill

Belle Estille

Annie M Collins
Kattie C Wilton
Phillipa Anderson
Isabella C Patrick
Bertie Ethel Jones
Susan Wright
Bettie Jones
Annie Stokes

Ada Wilton

Mary D Arbuckle
Ada Jones

Etta Critzer
Nettie Quesenberry
Daisy Fauber

y

Dolly Shiflet
Maude Pugh
?vangeline Morton

acqueline S
Lorena Shield:fpes
Mary Haynes
Sallie Kurtz
Ellen Morris
Frances L Cocke

Bertha Shipp
Bessie Stedman
Mary Critzer
Lena Williams
Sallie E Haines
Mary E Baird

Mesdames—

Leonora B Jones
Lucy B Serber
Mary Agnes Bell
Eliz. T Winston
Rushie A Lambert
Lizzie C Leyburn
Jeanie L Cocke
Rosa Irene Lavell
Annie B Vaughn
Mary 8 Booker
Janet S Runciman
Minnie M Coyner
Maggie W Slusser
Mary B Fauber
Mary Smith
Sallie E Griner
Alice B Brown
Annie E Plumb

— V Martin
Annie M Coiner
Maggie A Wilson

Messrs—

Rev A R Cocke D D
Frank E Bell
Hugh B Bell

Hale M Houston
Withrow W Chase
Merle Bell

Arthur M Houston
Willie R McDuffie
M D Langhorne
John M Lambert

J Frank Wilson
Herbert B Hanger
Charles Brooks
Jas S Runciman
John B Tuttle
Bester Heron
Lloyd Brown
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John Smith
Robert P Owens
Frank Sommerville
C D Hill

Lebanon.

Misses—

Fannie Brown
Fannie J Doyle
Nellie Thomas
Dyle K Taylor
Bettie Craig
Rosa Hewitt
Carrie D Craig
A Margaret Craig
Nannie Jackson
Lelia Jackson
Juanita Newcomb
Ethel Thomas

Mesdames—

A E Doyle

A D Craig

E B Craig

H E Hidy
Lina Sibert
Fannie Glover
S A Kunkle
Fannie Youell
Liza Shiflett
Rebecca Mayo
Margaret Ramsey

Messrs—

D B Kunkle

G S Craig

J E Craig

S Daley Craig
E R Ramsey
Frank Sibert
H F Sibert

J D Youell
Robert Ramsey

Mossy Creek.

Misses—

Katie Sheets

Amanda L Earhart
Virginia Fultz
Sadie Davis
Annie Beard
Sallie C Robson
Sarah Back
Katie Moore
Josie Dinkle
Claude Harris
Lillie Foley

Eva Dudley
Virginia Dudley
Alice Williams
Emma Williams
Leeta Belle Ervine
Bettie Ervine
Berta Christian
Lena Hanger
Letitia Vint
Cora E Daggy
Rosa Lee Baxter
Annie Kiracofe
Sallie Michael
Charles Fultz
Josie Foley
Cora Hanna
Sarah Bell
Rachel Bell
Nannie Bell

Mesdames—

Adaline Patterson
Mollie Myers
Willie Myers
Arthur Myers
Nannie E Irvine
Maggie Mitchell
Sallie Graham
Lizzie Blair
Lizzie Robson
Nettie Paul
Minnie Reeves
Samantha Dudley
Lina C Bell
Sallie Bell
Maggie Bass
Emma Todd
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Messrs—
Robt E Fultz
Samuel Fultz
Geo Fultz
Jno A Patterson
Herbert Patterson
Charlie Coyner
St Andrew Myers
Jos Myers
Arthur Myers
Wm E Irvine
Houston Irvine
Richard Dudley
A R Bell
Wilbur Cosby Bell
Walter Davis
David Graham
D D McBride
Geo T Robson
Houston Moore
David Moore
Jos Moore
David Gladwell
Gordon Todd
Rudolph Dudley

Augusta.

Misses—
Mary M Wilson

Roberta M Crawford

tm L e
e

Ruth See
Bessie See

May See
Mattie Sée b
Maggie Gamble
Madge Crawford
Maggie Crawford
Emma Shorer
Lottie J Sites
Burmuda Kerr
Gamble See
Mary See
Hallie See

Nellie S See
Carrie Landes
Minnie Summers
Hattie Hollar
Lessa Landes -
Nannie McCue
Mary G Miller
Jane E Bell
Vergie McGuary
Lottie Campbell
Burnie Jordan
Katie Byrd
Lottie Garrison
Mary Garrison
Effie Woods
Mary H Turk
Mesdames—
Mary Wilson
Mary See
Sadie Crawford
Mattie Miller
Sadie Crawford
Nannie W Turk
Messrs—
Jno A Brown
E McK McCue
Jno Gurley
P H See
Chas E Crawford
W H Moorman
Edwin See
D VanDevanter

Mt. Carmel.

Misses—
Bettie H Wright
Anna Maggie Wade
Lou V Robertson
Bertie M Tho:
Florence G McKay
Ella B McKay
Annette Troxel
Signora Mays
Lou M Chitum
Margaret J Chitum
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Minnie M Whitmore
Lou Anna Groah
Mary O Sutler
Sallie F Bartley
Susan E Holbert
Salena C Holbert
Bettie B Lockridge
Fanny N Campbell
Alice W Campbell
Mary A Agnor
Bertie A Agnor
Florence E Berry
Grace A Parker
Mary E Clark
Dora Dell Bowers
Sabena F Crist

M Alsie Bartley

Mesdames—
Mary Rubush
M W Quarles
Jas A Critzer
Alfred Gold
Howard M Hippert
J H McCrary
J H Williams
Ida Rogers
O C Rubush
Etta Ogg

Messrs—

O C Rubush
Edward Quarles
Lacy Hippert
Early Hippert
Frank Hippert

Maggie Kate Fauver F P Shoemaker

Alice Miller

Maggie A Miller

Minnie D Hanger

Laura Bowers
Mesdames—

Eliza J Beard

Wm H Beard

Florence V Rawlings

Bettie C H Shultz

Anna C McClure
Messrs—

Wm H Beard

John N Stoner

James W Stoner

Alex McC Hamilton

Harry W Hamilton

Edwin Gray East

F Manly Fauver

A Earle Thomas

Robert Elliott

Sidney J Heizer

Basic City.
Misses—
Louise Quarles
Essie B Critzer
Susie Gold
Nellie Zimmerman

Loch Willow.
Misses—
Annie M Lightner
Florence L Lightner
L V Lightner
Cora G Gilkeson
A D Masencupp
Lilly S Gilkeson
M Nannie Euritt
Emma Ryan
Mary E Crosen
Hettie H Huff
Bertie Lee Stover
Mary E Winfree
L K Irvine
M E Booker
Alice L Young
Mary B Huff
Fannie Sellers
Nannie Sellers
Carrie H Sellers
May C Bear
Alice N Winfree
Mesdames—

M V Buckley
Mamie D Steele
Jessie H Bear
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Nannie M Bear

Fannie Bear

Margaret Bear

Lizzie Temple

Sallie B Crawford

Willie A Dudley

I Jane Tapscott
Messrs—

Jokn F Stover

Clayton A Tapscott

Harry McC Winfree

Richard H Stover

Geo A Stover

Geo C Hanger

Ephraim Bear

J Bennett Quidor

Rocky Spring.
Misses—

Lena S Dunlap

P Lora Dunlap

Effie Kyle

J P Cameron

Nannie Blain

Alma Montgomery

Rachael Smiley

Maysie G Taylor
Mesdames—

M P Dunlap

Bessie Dunlap

Lucy Dunlap

V McV Montgomery

E C Montgomery

Agnes H Taylor

Maggie H Blain
Messrs—

Nelson C Clayton

Chas E Irvine

McVay Montgomery

E I Montgomery
J M Irvine

Union Church.

Misses—
Dora G Reeves

“Jas E

Kenny A Reeves
Annie M Stickley
Sallie W Stickley
Mary R Stickley

A Cliffie Stulting
Agnes H Irvine
Ann B Byers
Nannie Byers
Mary V Redifer
Mary I Floyd

Ann Stover

Janie Elliot |
Lula W Gilkerson
Marie M Gilkerson
Nannie C Gilkerson
Emma A Gilkerson
Sallie Gilkerson
Rosa E Huffer
Ruth L Huffer
Myrtle M Obaugh
H M Hendren
Martha Hendren
Mary A Buckley
Mary H Huffer

Mesdames—

Bell W Keller
Henry Huffer
Fannie Dudley
Mary V Dudley
R B Dunlap
Annie E Silling
R B Sece

Ellen Walker
A C Randolph
Hattie Props

Messrs—

Rev C S M See
Guy W Stuls

uy tulting
H Cooper Stulting
rvine
J M Irvine
J S Huffer
Andrew Moyers
J T Hiner
J H Elliott
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A R Gilkerson Nannie Hoy
W K Buckley Eliza J Hoy
W G Dudley Lottie Hoy
D Calvin Hogehead Mesdames—

nt. Horeb e iy, e

. . Virginia
Misses— h::gr; Lane e

Ada Hoy Rev. D P Junkin
Flora Hoy

Sunday was the great day of the meeting.
The Presbyterian churches of the county and
city were closed, and the great gathering met
in Columbian Hall, filling it with over 2,000
souls long before the hour for morning service,
the two local churches furnishing the choir,
The visiting ministers who took part in the
exercises were Thornton Whaling, D. D., R. A.
Lapeley, A. H. Hamilton, and H. A. Young.
Rev. Dr. G. B. Strickler, of Union Theological
Seminary, preached the sermon on “Presby-
terian Doctrines.”

At 8 oclock P. M. Rev. Dr. Hoge, of Rich-
Jmond, made the closing address, saying “that
the Presbyterian strueture had been builded by
the other speakers that preceded him, brick by
brick, and now all that remained for him was
to place the capstone,” which he did most ably
with the subject, “The Ethical Results of a
Belief in Calvinism as Shown in the Character
of Men and Communities.”

The great meeting ended, a strength to the
faith of its own people and a benediction to the
community.

What the Church Papers Said of the
Staunton Westminster Celebration.

Of all places in Virginia there is none so
appropriate for a celebration of the Anniver-
sary of the Adoption of the Westminster Stand-
ards as Staunton. It has two large and grow-
ing Presbyterian congregations, and is the cen-
tre of a dense population of Scotch-Irish people
who are devotedly attached by inheritance and
by intelligent conviction to the Presbyterian
Church and its order and faith.
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Very seldom has an extended scheme of exer-
cises and addresses been carried out with such
unbroken success as the Staunton commemora-
tion. Dr. Fraser and Mr. Wells, pastor of the
Firet and Second churches, with Mr. Booker, of
Hebron, and the well planned corps of commit-
tees organized victory indeed, and are to be
heartily congratulated. Every speaker an-
nounced was in place and richly i'ustiﬁed his
appointment; and the response of the Augusta
people was even beyond expectation. The
weather was favorable, and the people came
on every road. Even the rain on Saturday and
Saturday night did not prevent attendance, and
only added a new cause of gratitude, for the
country needed the heavy showers that were
poured out.

It would be impossible to give even an out-
line of the addresses.—¥rom the Central Pres-
byterian, May 5, 1897.

The 250th anniversary of the Westminster
Assembly was recently celebrated at Staunton,
Va., by the Presbyterians of Augusta county on
a very elaborate scale. The services continued
for three days, and were of great interest
throughout.

In this county, with Staunton as ite centre,
there is a large body of intelligent and devoted
Presbyterians, and the ministers and people of
fifteen churches entered into the proceedings of
this celebration with great enthusiasm.

The arrangements were admirable, and there
wae no hitch or hindrance of any kind from be-
ginning to end. For a long time an efficient
committee had been at work, and not one of
those who were to take part on the programme
failed to do his duty well. The excellent pas-
tors in Staunton—Dr. Fraser, of the TFirst
church, and Mr. Wells, of the Second—had pre-
pared the way for a deep interest in the pro-
ceedings by giving, on successive Wednesday
nights for some time before, addresses to their
people on various aspects of the historic as-
sembly which met in Westminster Abbey.

Dr. Henry Alexander White, of Lexington,
Va., spoke in an able and comprehensive man-
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ner of the “Political and Religious Conditions
which led to the Calling of the Assembly.”

On Friday morning there was only one ad-
dress, that of Rev. T. C. Johnson, D. D., of
Union Seminary, upon “The Intellectual and
Moral Qualifications of the Members of the As-
sembly for their Work.” This was a compre-
hensive and thorough paper, which, in the ab-
sence of Dr. Johnson (from sickness), suffered
nothing at the hands of Mr. Wells, who read it
for him. .

Friday afternoon brought forth three shorter,
but exceedingly instructive, addresses. Dr.
Whaling, of Lexington, Va., brought out in an
exceedingly effective manner some doctrinal con-
tente of the Standards; the Hon. Jos. A. Wad-
dell, of Staunton, discoursed upon the Shorter
Catechism in a most admirable way; and Dr.
Finley, of Tinkling Spring, spoke very earn-
estly of the bearing of “Calvinistic Teaching
Upon Revivals.”

On Friday night the social side of the gath-
ering had full sway. A reception was given
in the large lecture room of the First church
by the ladies of both churches to those who
were in attendance at the celebration. This
was exceedingly enjoyable.

On Saturday morning two subjecte were pre-
sented. The first was in the form of an origi-
nal poem, by Rev. R. A. Lapsley, on “The First
Generation Raised on the Shorter Catechism,”
and it was very interesting. Then came a fine,
carefully-wrought-out address upon “The Cath-
olic Siirit of Presbyterianism,” by Major Kirk-
patrick, of Lynchburg, Va., which was well
suited to remove some popular misconceptions
from our beloved church.

On Saturday afternoon came again three
short addresses. Rev. F. J. Brooke dealt with
“Calvinism and the Masses” in a very able
way. His experience as an evangelist for many
years made his address of much value. Mayor
Hotchkiss, of Staunton, spoke briefly and to
the point on the “Influence of our System on
Education.” Dr. Cocke, of Waynesboro, gave
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an address, which was a gem, upon “Calvinism
and Foreign Missions.” This address was
greatly enjoyed, and full of inspiration.

On Saturday night there was but one ad-
dress. It was given by Dr. F. R. Beattie, of
Louisville Seminary, who spoke for nearly an
hour upon “The Influence of the Westminster
Standards on Civil and Religious Liberty.”
All these meetings were held in the large au-
dience room of the First church and were at-
tended by crowds.

On Sabbath the meetings were held in the
large hall over the market, which seats about
2,000 people, and which was crowded three
times on the Sabbath.

At the morning service Rev. G. B. Srickler,
D. D., of Union Seminary, preached a sermon
of over an hour in length on “Presbyterian Doc-
trine.” This was a great sermon in every way,
and no one who heard it could fail to be con-
vinced that our doctrinal system is true to
Scripture and worthy of the men who framed
it from the word of God. Dr. Strickler is un-
doubtedly in his proper place as a teacher of
theology, and Union Seminary is to be congrat-
ulated that his services are at her disposal.

At the afternoon service the children had
possession. It was a Sabbath-School and
Shorter Catechism Rally. Mr. Booker pre-
sided, and Dr. J. P. Smith, editor of the Cen-
tral Presbyterian, gave a capital address to
the assembled youth of the Presbyterian
churches of the county. A striking feature of
this meeting was the presentation of a printed
list of nearly 1,300 names of persons, old and
young, who had recently repeated the Shorter
Catechism throughout. For each of these the
Central Presbyterian had prepared a neat and
attractive certificate. These were given out in
bundles to each of the churches taking part in
the celebration. Thus did Catechism study re-
ceive its stimulus. :

At night the climax was reached. There was
an immense audience, and Dr. Moses D. Hoge,
of Richmond, was the preacher. His theme
was, “Some of the Ethical Results of the Cal-
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vinistic System.” For over an hour did the
venerable preacher instruct and inspire his
hearers with the great thoughts which he pre-
sented in his own eloquent manner. This great
occasion was a fitting close of a most succesful
celebration.

The effect of this gathering cannot fail to do
good, and Dr. Fraser and those who aided him
have abundant reason to be gratified with the
result which the Head of the Church has en-
abled them to achieve. The spirit of the cele-
bration was loyalty to our own church and
charity towards others.—From the Christian
Observer, May 12, 1897.

Staunton Notes.

Staunton is great. This editor was lost last
Saturday evening in one of its new sections.
For two pennies you can travel on the street
cars, and go to the most charming homes. For
a surprisingly small sum you can have a tele-
phone in your house, and talk to the best people
on earth far up and down the valley. There
are a number of new buildings that are very
handsome, and do great honor to architects and
to the enterprise of the city.

How one can be blue and yet happy is a
problem that has been solved in Staunton. We
never saw a multitude so blue and so happy as
the Augusta people that crowded the city at
the Presbyterian celebration last week. Blue
ribbons and badges and little blue stockings
were worn by young and old, and faces wreathed
with emiles were as the sands upon the sea
shore.

The red clover and the honey bees and the
singing birds came with the Scotch-Irish to the
Virginia Valley, and the Bible and the Sab-
bath and the Shorter Catechism to every log
cabin built by the bright springs of Augusta
county. The red clover has been a source of
large material wealth, and the Catechism has
given a better wealth to mind and heart.

The large lecture-room of the First Church
was crowded last Friday night at the handsome
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reception tendered by the ladies of Staunton to
their innumerable guests. It was a place for
surprises and greetings and congratulations
and reminiscences that came so fast, if not so
furious, you could scarce keep your breath. All
the time-honored colonial names were there, the
Eeople whose sires met the red Indian on many

elds, and marched with their parsons in the
lead to all the battles of the Revolution. It
would scarcely have surprised you if John
Knox had come in with Argyle and Cameron,
and Jennie Geddes and her stool on the arm
of one of the Irish boys from Londonderry.

At the Sunday afternoon Catechism meeting
the blue banner of the Covenanters was an
object of great interest. It is a broad banner
of blue silk, with a white St. Andrew’s Cross
upon its face. This is the flag of the boys’
society in Richmond, called The Covenanters,
and is a copy of the banner borne by the Scottish
Covenanters on many fields. It is “a banner
to be displayed because of the truth.”

The walls of the First church were hand-
somely decorated with long banners that told
the history and bore the emblems of the Re-
formed churches of the Continent and Great
Britain. They are reproductions of the ban-
ners used at the Presbyterian Council in Phila-
delphia, and were contributed for this celebra-
tion by the First church, Roanoke. A new ban-
ner to the left of the pulpit was prepared in
Staunton, and is the banner of our Southern
Church. At a distance one sees “Augusta As-
sembly,” 1861, and such notable names as J.
Leighton Wilson and J. H. Thornwell. The
weekly papers of the church are there, includ-
ing the Central Presbyterian. Perhaps we may
be able some day to give a picture of this ban-
ner, that it may be imitated elsewhere.—From
the Central Presbyterian, May 5, 1897.

ssHonor the Lord with Thy Substance.”

To raise sufficient revenues to prosecute the
work of the churches in their several depart-
ments has been a difficult task for most con-
-gregations. Depending on the veluntary con-
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tributions of the church members, the revenues
depend on the ability and the willingness of
the latter to contribute. Few churches but
have the ability to sustain themselves and
contribute to outside causes, if the member-
ship of the church has been educated in lib-
eral giving. On the ministry, therefore,
largely devolves the task of supplying this
education.

It is thought that few ministers have more
clearly expounded the Bible doctrine of giving
than has Rev. A. M. Fraser, of the First
Presbyterian Church, of Staunton, Virginia.
The series of two sermons, published as one
discourse, on the subject, “Worshipping God
with Our Substance,” which he delivered to his
charge in the month of February, 1894, made
& powerful and lasting impression on his con-
gregation, fruitful of great good and of ma-
terial blessing to the church.

These sermons were originally published in
the Staunton Daily News, of 1894, but to give
them a wider circulation and to preserve them
in more enduring form, for the edification of
their own church and of all Christians who
may be moved to read them, the Board of
Deacons, in 1895, published them in pamphlet
form, confident that, with the Lord’s bless-
ing, they would touch many a Christian
heart, and in response to requests from pastors
of many Southern Presbyterian Churches a
large number of the pamphlets were sent them
for distribution among their people.

Thanksgiving at the First Presbyterian
Church, Sunday, June 19, 1898.

At the First Presbyterian Church on Sunday
morning, June 19, 1898, a thanksgiving service
was held to commemorate the liquidating of
the church debt, which had been hanging over
the church for twenty-six years. The oost of
the church was $40,000, not including the im-
provements made since 1872, all of which is
now paid. Rev. A. M. Fraser, D. D., the pastor,
amidst thunder and lightning and a heavy rain
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storm outside that almost darkened the inside
of the church, preached an earnest and thank-
ful sermon from a passage in the 84th Psalm
that will never be forgotten or fail to be appre-
ciated by his hearers. He gave a short sketch
of the church, which he interspersed with ten-
der references to the sacrifices and trials of the
members of the church, many of whom have
been gathered to their fathers, and all of whom
groaned under the burden of the debt.

The Augusta Female Seminary.

was incorporated by an act of the General
Assembly of Virginia, passed January 30,
1845, designating as trustees thereof the fol-
lowing persons:

Francis McFarland, James Crawford,
William Brown, Adam Link,
John McCue, David Fultz,
Addison Waddell, Solomon J. Love,
J. Marshall McCue, William Frazier,
Alexander S. Hall, William M. Tate,
James A. Cochran, Benjamin M. Smith.

By an act of the Legislature of Virginia
passed during the session of 1895-°96, at the
request of the Board of Trustees, the name of
this institution was changed from Augusta
Female Seminary to Mary Baldwin Seminary
as an acknowledgment of their high apprecia-
tion of the valuable services and unparalleled
success of the principal for thirty-four years.

Endowed with wonderful business talent, fine
executive ability, and clear judgment in man-
agement, she has made the Seminary ome of
the foremost institutions in the land for the
higher education of women, and from it have
gone forth many noble, brilliant daughters to
various spheres of usefulness; some to labor
as miseionaries in foreign fields, and others as
principals of educational institutions. The
Seminary now stands a great monument to her
untiring energy, arduous labors, devotion to
her profession, and the Master’s work. &i
monumentum quaeris circumspice.

Since 1898 the equipment of the Seminary
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has been much enlarged and improved. A
large and handsome building, called Memo-
rial Hall, has been erected on the grounds, and
this, with other improvements, have involved
the expenditure of $30,000. Total enrollment
for session 1902-03, 266, of which 169 were
boarders and 97 day pupils.

Board of Trustees lNary Baldwin
Seminary—1903.

Rev. GEorge W. FiNLEY, D. D.,
President. :
JosepH A. WAbDELL, LL.D,,
Becretary.
HENRY A. WALKER,
Treasurer.
JUDGE J. M. QUARLES,
JAMES N. MCFARLAND,
JAMES H. BLACKLEY,
Dr. NEwroN WAYT,
HeNRY D. PECK, .
Hon. HENRY ST. GEORGE TUCKER,
ARisTA HOGE,
REv. A. M. FRasegr, D. D,,
WiLLiAM H. LANDES,
SaMueL F. PILson,
JorN M. SporTs,
Rev. W. N. Scorrt, D. D.
E. C. WEIMAR,
Principal.
REv. A. M. Frasegr, D. D,
Chaplain.
W. W. Kinag,
Business Manager.

By the will of Miss Mary Julia Baldwin,
which was recorded in the Corporation Clerk’s
office of this city on July 8, 1897, it is recited
that the late Miss Agnes R. McClung having
by will given her interest of one-third in two
pieces of ground, purchased from the estate
of the late Judge L. P. Thompson, to the trus-
tees of said Seminary, to take effect at the



death of Miss Baldwin, she, Miss Mary J. Bald-
win, devises her interest of two-thirds in said
property to the Trustees of said Augusta Fe-
male Seminary; also that property knmown as
“Hill-Top,” as well as the personal property
belonging to her and used in carrying on said
Seminary, such as furniture, musical instru-
ments, apparatus, books, ete.

After the payment of sundry legacies to
friends and the bequest of $3,000 to the First
Presbyterian Church and of $2,000 to the
Second Presbyterian Church; of $10,000 to
Foreign Missions and $5,000 to Domestic Mis-
sions, and a clause providing that the daugh-
ters of the successive pastors of the First and
Second Presbyterian Churches of Staunton be
instructed free of charge by said Seminary in
all branches of education and accomplishment
taught therein, she gave all other property be-
longing to her, both real and personal, to the
Trustees of said Augusta Female Seminary.

Bnd of Very Successful Year at M. B. S,

Hardly in its history has the Mary Baldwin
Seminary seen the termination of so successful
a session as the one brought to a close by yes-
terday’s exercises. In upbuilding and forward-
Sng the work of this well-known institution,
Miss Weimar has proven herself a most able
and efficient successor to the noble woman
whose name it proudly bears. She has suc-
ceeded in surrounding herself with a faculty
which for impartive genius and culture would
grace the halls of any college, and their guid-
ing influence is being borne, year after year, by
the young ladies whom they instruct to the
farthest parts of the country.—Staunton Daily
News, May 27, 1903.
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Report Showing Funds Contributed by the First
Presbyterian Church during the Twenty
Years Ending March 31, 1903.

Home Missions ................. $ 23,602 73
Foreign Missions ............... 22,984 21
Tuscaloosa Institute and Colored

Evangelistic ....... 846 30
Relief Fund ......... eesennennnn 3,362 51
Edueation ...................... 4,228 83
Publication .................... 1,245 39
Bible Society .................. 392 57
Presbyterial .................... 601 00
Miscellaneous  ( other benevolent

CAUBEB) ........ecvvvennnnans 6,440 43
Congregational (including pastors’

ealaries) ...........ciii0einen. 90,087 69

$153,691 66
[The above statement does not include any of
Miss Baldwin’s bequests.]
Number of communicants April 1,

1903 ... 560
Average membership for the twenty
FEATS . ioiiiiiiinnnnnnnennnns 526

The following officers were elected during the
past few months:

Elders—W. H. Landes, H. H. Bolen, J. B.
Rawlings, and C. F. Neil.

Deacons—McH. Holliday, W. W. King, H. J.
Taylor, Charles S. Hunter, and R. E. Timber-
lake.

During the year 1899 improvements were
made to the church property costing upwards
of $3,000, and in consequence of which there is
at present a debt amounting to $1,000.

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.

At a joint meeting of the Elders and Deacons
it has been decided to celebrate the hundredth
anniversary of the organization of this chureh.
A committee consisting of three Elders and
three Deacons and the Pastor were appointed
to report a plan for the celebration. Arra
ments have not yet been completed, but the cele-
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bration will probably occur in the fall of 1904,
and it is the hope of the committee that a cele-
bration can be provided which will last for four
days and consist of addresses, sermons, and con-
gregational worship. It is also hoped that the
congregation will express its gratitude to God
for a century of blessing by removing all in-
debtedness from the church and taking an ad-
vanced position in the general work of the king-
dom of Christ.

PRESENT ORGANIZATION.

PASTOR:
Rev. A. M. Fraser, D. D.

TRUSTEES :

James H. Blackley, S. H. Henkel,
‘Arista Hoge, J. A. Templeton,
H. A. Walker.

ELDERS:

Joseph A. Waddell, Clerk of Session.
Geo. 8. Walker, Henry D. Peck,
N. Wayt, J. N. McFarland,
Henry A. Walker, S. F. Pilson,
J. B. Rawlings, H. H. Bolen,
W. H. Landes, C. F. Neel.

The Session,

Stated meetings of the Session are held at the
Manse on the first Monday evening of each
month and in the lecture-room at 10:30 A. M.
on Communion Sunday and at 12:00 M. on the
Saturday before Communion. Informal con-
ferences are also held immediately after prayer-
meeting each Wednesday evening.

SERVICES.

The regular services of the church are preach-
ing on Sunday morning and eveninila,nd prayer-
meeting on Wednesday evening. Morning ser-



vices begin at 11 o’clock and evening services
at 7:30 in the winter and at 8 in the summer.

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is ad-
ministered on the second Sabbath of each quar-
ter, and a meeting preparatory to Communion
;11@8‘ held in the lecture-room on the preceding

y.

A special sermon to the children of the
church is preached in the Sunday-school room
on the afternoon of Communion Sunday.

BAPTISM OF INFANTS.

Infants may be presented for baptism on any
occasion of public worship, but it is specially
convenient and appropriate to have them pre-
sented at the Saturday morning worship before
Communion and at the Children’s Quarterly
Services.

JoINING THE CHURCH.

Those wishing to join the church may do so
at any of the regular meetings of the Session.

OUR FOREIGN MISSIONARY.

Within the past year our church pledged it-
self to raise the sum of $750 to provide for the
whole support of one foreign missionary. The
amount is to be raised from the contributions
of individuals and societies. The missionary
assigned to us by the Assembly’s Committee,
upon request of the Session, is

Mers. FLoReENCE K. WOMELDORF, OF PARA,
BRAZIL.

Mrs. Womeldorf is the wife of the Rev. C. R.
Womeldorf. They are both natives of Rock-
bridge county, Va., and she was formerly a
pupil in the Mary Baldwin Seminary. Mrs.
Womeldorf is affectionately commended to the
interest and the prayers of every member of the
congregation.

“The Lord hath chosen thee, be strong.” I.
Chron. xxviii: 10.
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BOARD OF DEACONS.

J. H. BLACKLEY, President.

S. H. HENKEL, Secretary.

ARIsTA HOGE, Treasurer.
J. A. TEMPLETON, J. M. Sporrs,
C. K. Hogk, J. A. FuLTON,
McH. HOLLIDAY, H. J. TAYLOR,
W. W. King, R. E. TIMBERLAKE,

C. 8. HUNTER.

COMMITTEES.
ON THE PooOR:
Arista Hoge, J. A. Fulton, J. M. Spotts, H. J.
Taylor.
O~ THE CARE OoF CHURCH PROPERTY:

J. H. Blackley, J. A. Templeton, J. M. Spotts,
R. E. Timberlake, W. W. King, Arista Hoge.
ON FuUEL:

W. W. King, J. A. Fulton, J. H. Blackley.
ON HEATING, LIGHTING, AND CLEANING THE
CHURCH:

C. K. Hoge, C. S. Hunter, McHenry Holliday.
ON COLLECTIONS:

J. A. Templeton, S. H. Henkel, J. A. Fulton,
C. K. Hoge, J. M. Spotts, C. S. Hunter, R. E.
Timberlake, W. W. King, McHenry Holliday,
H. J. Taylor, J. H. Blackley.

USHERS:

J. A. Templeton, J. A. Fulton, S. H. Henkel,
C. K. Hoge, R. E. Timberlake, C. S. Hunter,
McHenry Holliday, W. W. King.

ON ASSIGNMENT OF PEWS:

J. A. Templeton, McHenry Holliday, C. K.
Hoge, C. S. Hunter, W. W. King, H. J. Taylor.
ON VISITING STRANGERS:

McHenry Holliday, H. J. Taylor, 8. H. Henkel,
R. E. Timberlake, C. 8. Hunter, W. W. King,
J. M. Spotts.

ON AUDITING ACCOUNTS:
J. M. Spotts, H. J. Taylor, J. H. Blackley.
ON PRINTING:
Arista Hoge, H. J. Taylor, J. H. Blackley.
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FINANCIAL SYSTEM.

The church is supported entirely by free-will
offerings. Voluntary contributions ‘“as the
Lord hath prospered” is the literal scriptural
mode. If each gives as he thinks right as be-
tween him and the Lord, and as the Holy
Spirit may direct him in answer to prayer for
guidance, irrespective of what his neighbor may
give, we shall doubtless have all the money the
church needs.

The Session fully recognizes the importance
of having families seated together in public
worship, and therefore recommends that al-
though the pews shall be absolutely free, fami-
lies continue to occupy their present pews (un-
less more desirable ones are, or shall become,
vacant, in which case the first family applying
to the Deacons will be assigned to such vacant
pew), and that the right of family occupancy
be fully recognized among members, but that
the ushers shall be authorized to seat strangers
and others at their discretion.—From Financial
Scheme adopted by the Congregation of the
First Presbyterian Church at a meeting held
March 4, 1894.

Special Offerings.

Second Sabbath in April—For the Poor.

Third Sabbath in April—For Olivet Church.

First Sabbath in May—For our Foreign Mis-
sions.

Last Sabbath in May—“June Offering.”

First Sabbath in June—For Evangelistic
Fund.
. first Sabbath in July—For Ministerial Re-
ief.

Second Sabbath in July—For the Poor.

First Sabbath in August—For Presbytery’s
Home Missions.

First Sabbath in September—For Assembly’s
Home Missions.

First Sabbath in October—For Church Erec-
tion.

Second Sabbath in October—For the Poor.
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Third Sabbath in October—For Bible Society.

First Sabbath in November—For Education.

First Sabbath in December—For Colored
Evangelization.

Fourth Sabbath in December—For Assem-
bly’s Home and School.

First Sabbath in January—For Presbytery’s
Home Missions. .

Second Sabbath in January—For the Poor.

First Sabbath in February—For Presbytery’s
Home Missions.

First Sabbath in March—Publication.

At all the morning and evening services the
offerings are for the incidental expenses of the
church. It is earnestly desired that the mem-
bers contribute liberally to these incidental ex-
penses as well as to all the causes named above.

SOCIETIES OF THE CHURCH.
A. SociETY FOR WOMAN’S WORK.

Time of Meeting—The second Monday after-
noon in each month.

Place of Meeting—The Lecture-Room.

Officers—President, the Pastor ewx-officio;
Vice-Presidents—Mrs. W. H. Landes, Mrs.
Chas. Curry, Mrs. J. B. Rawlings, and Mrs. G.
D. Euritt; Secretary, Mrs. S. R. Taylor; Treas-
urer, Mrs. W. M. Warrick.

The Society for Woman’s Work is composed
of five committees, each of which has its own
organization, holds its own meetings, and may
do a separate work, which, however, is always
fully reported to the main society. The com-
mittees are as follows:

1. THE HoME Mi1ss1oON COMMITTEE.

Time of Meeting—The Tuesday afternoon fol-
lowing the second Monday of each month.

Place of Meeting—The Lecture-Room.

Officers—Chairman, Mrs. Annie T. Peale;
Treasurer—Mns. H. H. Bolen.

2. THE ForEIGN M18s10N COMMITREE.

Time of Meeting—The fourth Thursday af-
ternoon of each month. )
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Place of Meeting—The homes of the mem-
bers.

Officers—Chairman, Mrs. Jos. A. Waddell;
Treasurer, Mrs. H. A. Walker.

3. THE SociarL COMMITTEE.
Officers—Chairman, Mrs. W. W. King.

Meetings are held upon the call of the Chair-
man.

4. THE COMMITTEE ON THE PoOR.

Officers—Chairman and Treasurer, Mrs. A. G.
Points. !

Meetings are held upon the call of the Chair-
man.

5. THRE COMMITTEE ON VISITING THE SICK.
Officers—Chairman, Mrs. J. S. Pancake.

B. THE YouNg LADIES’ AID SOCIETY.

Business meetings are held in the Lecture-
Room on the first Monday afternoon of each
month, and work meetings are held at the
homes of the members on the third Monday af-
ternoon of each month.

Officers—President, the Pastor ex-officio;
Vice-Presidents—Misses Maggie McChesney,
Lucy C. Walker, Annie Child, and Theresa H.
Haislip; Secretary, Miss Fannie K. Taylor;
Treasurer, Mrs. C. K. Hoge.

C. THE WESTMINSTER LEAGUE AND COVENANT.

Meets in the Lecture-Room one hour before
preaching every Sunday evening.

Officers—President, Mr. C. F. Spencer; Vice-
President, Mr. Cecil Bertie; Secretary and
Treasurer, Miss Annabelle Lambert.

D. THE YoUNG LADIES’ MISSIONARY.

Meets at 3 o’clock P. M. on the first and third
Saturdays of each month.

Officers—President, Miss Theresa H. Haislip;
Secretary, Miss Natalie Hogsett; Treasurer,
Miss Annabelle Lambert.
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E. THE SEMINARY MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Meets every alternate Sunday afternoon.
Leader, Miss Martha D. Riddle.

F. Tre HeLriNng HANDS.

Meets on alternate Wednesday afternoons in
the Lecture-Room.
President, Miss Katherine Hoge.

CHOIR.
J. N. McFarland....................Leader.
Miss Louise Withrow............ .. .Organist.
Mr. J. M. Brereton................Cornetist.
Mrs. A. H. Sprinkel................ Soprano.
Mrs. Annije T. Peale.............
Mrs. Chas. S. Hunter........coeees
Miss Bessie Baker......... ervamense Soprano
Miss Elsie Hamilton............ foots s
Miss Jessie Bowling..... P
Miss Lena Echard.......coccviveueneens.
Miss Irene Haislip......... e eneeaaas .
Mrs. C. P. Hanger.....coc.oeeeuionnvionns
Mrs. Frank Landrum..... e sieeeane ... Alto.
Mr. F. R. Bear........;.......... .......... Tenor
Mr. J. S. Withrow.. Bass
Mr. C. R. Caldwell.. TP - 7 §

SUNDAY SCHOOL.

C. Russell Caldwell...........Superintendent.
H. A. Walker....... .Libranan and Treasurer.
Chas. S. Hunter..................Secretary.

Mrs. R. E. Timberlake,
Miss Blanche Palmer, } Infant Dept.No. 1

Miss Margaret Tlmberlake ereseenan 2
Miss Margaret Kable.. oo e e 3
Miss Lelia Burdette............. e 4
Mrs. Annie T. Peale, : 5
Mjﬂ Bessie Young, celecisvonine

Miss Lucy Edmondson........ Yo eie aia wta s (]
Miss Glover............... cee et asa 7
Prof. C. E. Young....... Ceeeslesianeans 8
Miss Gertrude Edmondson............ 9



Mrs. W. W. Ki eoleesoenote e stesie o 10
Mr. H. H. Bolen P TN 11
Mr. W.H. Landes..........conennuen. 12
Mrs. J. A. Waddell, Ladies’ Blble Class. 13
Mr. Waddell, Men’s Bible Class........ 14

Miss Theresa Haislip, 15
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Strangers are cordially invited to wor-
ship with us. The members of the church
are earnestly requested to pay especial
attention to the ¢ stranger within eur
gates.” ¢ Throw the doors wide open
and invite all to come and welcome. Cause
all who come to feel at home, it is their
Father’s house, and their home.”’
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In order that the church may do the
work which the Lord has given it to do,
it must have money.

In order that the church may do the
work which the Lord has given it to do,
it must have a great deal of money.

The church of to-day has money enough
to do the work, it it were omnly conse-
crated to that end.

Let us not fall into the mistake of contemn-
ing money as something unclean and mot to be
mentioned in connection with religion. It is
not money itself, but the undue, sordid love of
pelf which the Bible denounces. It not only
represents dwellings and food and clothing, but
also churches, Bibles, and, to some extent, even
the proclamation of the gospel. How shall
preachers abide in their calling, or go on their
errand, without the means of subsistence? And
how shall meeting-houses be built, and warmed,
and lighted at night, unless funds are provided
for the purpose?—From “How Should Church
Revenues be Raised?”

THE QUESTION OF THE TITHE.

The General Assembly (South), some years
ago sent to the Presbyteries the question of the
tithe, and at once the fear of ecclesiastical
usurpation showed itself in the ensuing dis-
cussions. The Presbyteries differed widely, and
many of them seemed to think it a subject on
which the church should make no deliverance,
for fear it might in time grow again into the
legal tithe of the middle ages. Upon the re-
turn of the matter to the General Assembly, on
a motion to table or drop the matter, there was
a tie vote, and the Moderator, then voting in
the affirmative, the motion was carried. But
the next General Assembly adopted the follow-
ing resolution offered hy its Committee an Sys-
tematic Benevolence:
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“That the principle of the tithe is recom-
mended as suggestive and useful in all matters
of Christian giving, and that proportionate
giving is binding on the consciences of God’s
people.” (Minutes General Assembly 1891,
page 260.)

This resolution perhaps goes as far as the
church should go, and correctly states the view
entertained by the great mass of Presbyterians.
To go further would be to make the payment
of the tithe a matter of church regulation, not
an act of worship freely offered by the creature
to the Creator. The tithe is only the measure
he has given ug that we may know our duty.
Its payment is purely a voluntary matter with
every Christian, and there is to be no constraint
about it.

“But this, I say, he which soweth sparingly
shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth
bountifully, shall reap also bountifully. Every
man according as he purposeth in his heart, so
let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity:
for God loveth a cheerful giver.”—2 Cor. 9:
6, 7.

It is objected to the tithe that it is too much;
that the needs of mamy are so great that they
cannot spare the money.

A complete answer to this is, that God says
otherwise. His people in the olden time spared
it, and business is certainly as profitable now
as then. All that tends to make life enjoyable
has multiplied; the marts of commerce teem
with activity, and the whole land smiles with
peace and plenty. Many Christians forget that
God commands us to worship him ao less with
our substance than our tongues, not realizing
that the worship of God with our substance
should be in the same spirit and with the same
regularity and system as other divine worship.
Regarding religious contributions as a mere
gratuity, they conclude that they must be just
before they are generous, and must, therefore,
pay first their debts or provide for themselves
or their families before they give anything to
the Lord. There cannot be a more unbiblical
notion than this. Our Master and his worship
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are to come before ourselves and all claims we
may create. His is the first claim on our
talents, our persons, or our time, and no less
on our substance. .He does not claim all our
time, but one-seventh; and he requires us to use
our persons and our talents for his glory. If
we do not devote them to preaching the gospel,
but to making money in some pursuit to which
we are adapted, his claim upon our increase for
the portion that is his is still the first. This is
8o everywhere recognized in his Word. If we
may postpone him for the debts we create our-
selves, or for the wants we indulge in, then we
may by our own acts curtail his worship; and
he who is commanded to be first in all our
thoughts will be last in receiving his.due. In
the Bible we are told that he is our king, yet
no king or government allows its subjects to
pay their taxes or public dues after meeting all
their other debts or the wants of their families.
We also read there that the earth is his, and
the fullness thereof, and that we are only his
stewards, yet what landlord or master allows
his tenants or stewards to postpone him to all
others, or pay him out of what is left from the
demands of want, self-indulgence, or covetous-
ness? If a man cannot make ends meet and
pay the tithe, he should trim the ends, not cur-
tail the tithe. He has no more right to use the
tithe to pay for house rent or provisions than
to use for this purpose the money of another
intrusted to his keeping. If the nine-tenths
will not meet his wants, then his wants are sim-
ply in excess of his income, and should be re-
duced. In every such case it will be found that
the ten-tenths do not suffice, but that the in-
come is constantly exceeded, and that if he will
try it the person will get along just as well on
the nine-tenths as he does on the ten. However
small the income may be, however great may
be the wante to be supplied, the tithe is the
Lord’s. If the income is small, the tithe will
be proportionately small, but bury not the
Lord’s talent in a napkin, and make him no
return. In our Saviour’s parable the servant
who received only one talent made no gain,
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while those who received more were faithful;
and thus we are taught that God requires a re-
turn from us, however little may be given us,
and that those who receive least are peculiarly
subject to the temptation to fall short of duty.
(Matt. 25: 18.) If the income is larger, lay
by the tenth, not grudgingly, but with grati-
tude to God for his goodness. Everything is
income that we gain, whether as wages for our
labor, or rent for our property, or a gift from
a friend, or even from charity. A tenth of all
is the Lord’s. No beggar is too poor to tithe.
And so of our debts; we have no right to take
the Lord’s tenth to meet our obligations, be-
cause our debt to him is the most sacred debt
we owe, and just as pressing as any other. Our
creditors usually have other means of support,
but the church has no resources but the contri-
butions of its people. Such is the Old Testa-
ment rule, and such was the Jewish practice
for centuries. No believer then found his debts
too great, or his family too expensive, or his
income too small to pay the Lord a tithe of all.

Another and more satisfactory answer to this
objection is that no one loses by laying aside
the tenth, but, on the contrary, makes by it.

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse,
that there may be meat in mine house and
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of
Hosts, if I will not open you the windows of
heaven and pour you out a blessing that there
shall not be room enough to receive it. (Mal.
3: 10.) Honor the Lord with thy substance
and with the first fruits of all thine increase.
So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy
presses shall burst out with new wine.” (Prov.
3: 9, 10.

Observe that these are not the words of the
Levitical law, but of the prophets foretelling
the new dispensation, and who spoke not for
their time alone, but to God’s people in all
time. For there is not in the Bible a clearer
prophetic vision of the Christian era than is
contained in the first three chapters of Proverbs
and this third chapter of Malachi.
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These promises of God are as fully made to
us as to the Jews when they were written, and
if any such proposition cam be established by
human testimony, God fulfills these promises
to those who keep his commandments. It is
not meant that all who tithe prosper in busi-
ness or get rich, for prosperity depends often
on many contingencies; but that the observance
of the tithe, like the observance of the Sabbath,
is attended with God’s special blessing, and
that those who tithe not only lose nothing by
it, but get along better on the nine-tenths than
they would on the whole.—From “What We
Owe” (Copyrighted), by permission of Rev. J.
K. Hazen, D. D., Secretary Presbyterian Com-
mittee of Publication.

¢« Christians should not be satisfied to give
less than a tenth.”

If the advocates of a tithe law have not
proved that such a law is obligatory, they have
presented an argument so strong that no one
can, in the face of it, assert that the tithe law
has been repealed. Such is the state of the case
that no one can affirm with confidence that he
knows it has been repealed. And if there is any
uncertainty about it, we dare not withhold the
tenth lest we rob God. The bare doubt as to
whether God laid a special claim to that tenth
or permitted me to use it, would make me
afraid to touch it, just as I would have been
afraid to touch the ark of the covenant after
Uzzah had been stricken dead for laying his
hand upon it.

Again, either the law has been repealed or it
has not. If it has not, then we are bound to
give the tenth. If it has been repealed, why
has it been? Doubtless in accordance with the
analogy of all repeals, it has been removed to
make way for something larger. The Passover
has been taken away to make room for the Sac-
rament of the Lord’s Supper. Bloody sacri-
fices have been abolished because the great anti-
typical bloody sacrifice has come. The temple
has been removed that Jehovah might fill the
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earth with his presence, that those who wish
to worship him might worship him in spirit
and in truth. So if the law of the tenth has
been withdrawn, it is doubtless to prepare for
larger and not smaller offerings.

Everything else has expanded in the Chris-
tian dispensation. The sphere of worship is en-
larged. Formerly it was confined within the
narrow limits of Palestine, but now national
boundaries have been broken, and it is to go
into all the earth. The motive is increased. If
a tenth was a fitting tribute of worship to the
Jew, who knew the Christ only through the ob-
scurities of symbol and prophecy, what should
be the measure of our gratitude when we know
the dying love and tender sympathies of Jesus
and the gracious influences of the Holy Spirit?

The appeal becomes even stronger yet when
we contrast ourselves with the heathen. The
Egyptians paid tithes to the worship of an ox,
the Greeks and Romans paid tithes to the wor-
ship of their unclean deities, the Mormons pay
tithes to support their infamous religion, and
when we think of all the glories that invest our
religion, and with which it will invest us, can
we yield precedence to these heathen religions?
Blood-bought servants of Jesus, shall we not
remove this dishonor from us thas, when all re-
strictions are removed, and we are left to choose
what amount we shall give as an expression of
our love and a symbol of our liberty, we give
less than the heathen do?

At three different times I have made a spe-
cial study of this subject, and each time the
study has been as exhaustive as I could make
it. Each time I have accompanied the study
with a special prayer that I might be guided
to see the truth, to know whether this law has
been repealed or not. I have asked for views
upon that question so clear that I might not
only know how to act myself, but, as a public
teacher, I might be able to point out the path
of duty to God’s people and say to them confi-
dently, “This is certainly the truth.” God has
not seen fit to answer the prayer in that way,



— 104 —

but he has answered it in a better way. He has
not shown me certainly whether the law is
binding or is not, but instead of giving me a
strong probable argument on one side or the
other, he has enabled me to plead for the prac-
tice of tithing by an argument that is to my
mind irrefragable. The reasoning seems to me
so compact that I do not see a crevice in which
the point of a needle may be inserted.

It is proper at this point to allude briefly to
some of the common practical objections to
tithing. I might say in general that all the ob-
jections brought against the practice of tithing
in this day could have been brought against it
with the same force in ancient Israel.

There are some who say: “I am too poor to
pay a tenth of my income.” But they are not
really poorer than many who had to pay tithes
in Israel. They are not poorer than the labor- -
ers who “earned a penny a day,” when Christ
was on earth.

Others object that they do not know what
their income is, and so cannot give a tenth of it.
I admit that there is some practical difficulty
here, and there are different kinds of difficul-
ties in different kinds of business. No general
rule can be prescribed. Each man will have to
settle this question for himself and by the help
of such information as his account books give.
But it is possible in every case, by a close study
of the situation, to reach a safe working esti-
mate. The Jews, no doubt, had the same sorts
of difficulties in making an estimate that we
have. From the circle of my own acquaintance
I recall ministers, lawyers, physicians, mer-
chants, and farmers who have practiced it. It
has been suggested that if ‘the case were re-
versed and God had offered to add a tenth to
our income instead of subtracting a tenth from
it we would very readily make some sort of
satisfactory estimate.

It is sometimes objected that tithing is wrong
in principle, since it creates the impression that
only a tenth belongs to God, whereas all that
we have is his and all must be used for his
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glory. In reply to this objection I would ask if
it is not true that God owned everything that
the Israelites owned too? And yet God said,
“The tithe is the Lord’s.”” That tenth was the
Lord’s in a sense in which he did not lay claim
to the remainder. That tenth was simply a
tribute; it was a token of the fact that God
had a title to the whole. We call the Sabbath
“The Lord’s Day,” but we do not mean thereby
that only one day in the week is the Lord’s.
That day is specially consecrated to him in
token of the-fact that he owns all our time.
Now the question for us as Christians is, when
we go to consecrate a part of our substance to
the Lord as an acknowledgment that he has a
right to it all, what is a proper proportion?
Should we give more or less than the Israelite
did ?—From “Worshipping God with Our Sub-
stance.”
—_—

The following “call” for a pastor by the
Staunton Presbyterian congregation having
come into our possession since the foregoing
ga.ges were prepared and printed, it is inserted

ere instead of in its proper place in the book.
It is the first known “call” made by Presbyte-
rians of Staunton, Va., for a pastor:

“This call is respectfully presented by the
united congregations of Staunton and Tinkling
Spring to the Rev. Ja. Waddel:

Rev. Sir: ‘
The congregations of Staunton and
Tinkling Spring, having cordially agreed to
unite under your ministerial care and toshare
equally of your labors and provide equally for
your support, have appointed us, the subserib-
ers, in their name and behalf, solemnly to in-
vite you to take the pastoral charge of them
by instalments. Preaching, catechising, re-
proving, and administering the ordinances of
Baptism and the Lord’s supper to worthy sub-
jeets, are official duties which will be ex;

from you; and as the discharge of these imply
on their part a respectful attendance and Chris-
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tian submission, you have a right to demana
both, and every virtuous effort to promote and
maintain order, peace and love in the socie-
ties. Moreover, we Alexander St. Clair and
William Bowyer, Commissioners, do hereby
covenant and promise in behalf of the Congre
gation of Staunton to pay to you, or your order,
from time to time, at the end of every six
months from the date hereof, you conducting
yourself as a minister of Christ Jesus, the sum
of twenty-five pounds in gold and silver, or in
current money, fully equivalent thereto, for the
half of your labours.

And we, - - - - - - bind ourselves in
the same terms and manner with the above
gentlemen, to pay in behalf of the congregation
of Tinkling Spring twenty pounds. In Witness
whereof, we the parties for ourselves and for
our respective societies, do subscribe our names,
this first day of May, 1783. s

ALEXANDER ST. CLAIR,
For Staunton, {Wn.m AM BOWYER,
Com’rs.”
The names of the Tinkling Spring Commissioners
have been cut ou 2{ whom or why I do not know;

it will be 1t their names are not given
in’l"l': e‘ca.ll ing i f the original i

e foregoing is a of the original paper nmy
possession. It shows #l:yat there was a lgresb terian
organization in Staunton in 1783, although the church
here was not constituted by Presby ry 111 1804.
Jos. A, WADDELL.
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Tinkling Spring.

From the Watchman of the South, June 27,
1844, Rev. Wm. S. Plummer, D. D., editor.

The Settlers of the great Valley of Virginia
congregated in neighborhoods, and laid their
dead side by side, near their places of worship,
unless some hard necessity turned them to
another place of sepulture; Sabbath by Sab-
bath, going to the house of God, they wept over
the graves of loved ones that died early in their
exile, and joining the assemblage for solemn
worship, cast a glance at the resting place of a
friend, and catching in their souls the gentle
whisper “dust thou art,” bowed at the feet of
him who is “the resurrection and the life.”

Affection watches over the grave and plants
flowers. Piety gathers lessons ef humility from
the mounds of the dead, chastens affection, and
makes common cause in affliction. The rich
and the poor meet together, and in the common
grave-yard the sympathies of a whole congrega-
tion are poured into the mourner’s bosom.

You may find the resting place of the Pio-
neers of the Valley by following the footsteps
of the immigration as it advanced from the Po-
tomac to the Catawba. But often as you walk
among their narrow habitations—there you
meet the fathers, and the children, and the
grandchildren side by side, no precedence of
place for age—strangers intermingled—the in-
scriptions on the few scattered monuments, here
speaking of an emigrant of an hundred years,
and there of a sleeper who came down but as
yesterday. Often, very often, in the midst of
the forest of graves, you cannot tell where rest
the men and the women who had courage to
lead the way in settling beyond the mountains,
and give what Governor Gooch desired for his

rovince, a line of defence against the savages,

uying immunity in their religion, by the free-
dom from fears and alarms and massacres,
their bravery conferred, in their own peril, on
the settlements below the Blue Ridge.
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In some few spots you are among the ances-
tors, Were the graves to give up their dead,
and the dust be fashioned into bones and sinews
and put on flesh like the forms that mouldered
there, you would gaze upon the determined
visage of the men and the calm decision of the
matrons—the toil-worn frames, the labor-hard-
ened hands of a generation that loved a church
without a prelate—a generation that fled from
the oppression that harrassed their ancestors
for centuries, and like them ungovernable in
their demands for the unalienable rights of
man—a generation of men and women that ac-
complished in their poverty what wealth can-
not purchase, and reared another geuneration to
hazard death for freedom of conscience and
liberty of person—“for a State without a
King.” Such an one you may find at TINKLING
SPRING, in Augusta county, Virginia.

Going down, from the splendid prospect from
Rockfish Gap, to the edge of the “late country,”
a3 the Sage of Monticello termed it, you enter
the bounds of the oldest congregation in Au-
gusta, one that contends with Opeequon for
the honor of being the first in the Great Valley,
and the first in the State after the days of
MAKEMIE—the congregation of the Triple Forks
of the Shenandoah, which formerly stretched
across the Valley from this Gap to that West-
ern Ridge in the horizon. You are, too, in the
bounds of that division of the congregation
named 7Tinkling Spring, which assembled to
worship God in the Southeastern part of the
settlement ; the old stone church being the place
for assemblage for the Northwestern part that
lay along the country travemsed by the paved
road. Ministers were few, and men went far to
worship—far, as it would now be estimated, as
then eight and ten miles were an ordinary ride
céx;(;valk for a Sabbath morning to the house of

Would you visit the place of the first altar
in this wilderness, a place sanctified by the
worship of God for almost a century! Pass
on through this flourishing village of Waynes-
boro—go along the Staunton road some three
miles and diverge to the left some two miles
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more and you will be in sight of the spot. Or,
if you come from the village of Asylums,
where the insane find a home and their lost
reason, the blind are taught to read, and the
dumb to converse, that workshop of benevo-
lence—you will pass along the turnpike towards
the beautiful Ridge that seems now to offer a
passage to the East, everywhere amongst its
knobs, and now to raise an insurmountable bar-
rier everywhere—ever varying as you ap-
proach, irresistibly inviting your gaze if you
love mountains—when you have proceeded
about six miles, diverge to the right about two
miles and you will see upon a gentle hill a time-
worn church, half concealed by the shady forest
trees. Here come in crowds on the Sabbath,
the young men and maidens with the old' men
and matrons, where their great-grandfathers,
emigrating from the Presbyterian country of
the North of Ireland, with their families, their
gglgion and their politics, came to worship

Here, in & wooden building finished off by
the widow of John Preston, the Shipmaster of
Dublin, preached, for a series of years, John
Craig, the first settled pastor in the great Val-
ley of Virginia. The Southwestern division of
the settlement on the forks of Shenandoah chose
this hill for their place of worship on account
of its central position for their families, and
the cool spring that gushes from the hillside a
few steps southwestwardly from the church—
and to call the place from the cool stream
Tinkling 8pring. Mr. Craig was greatly op-
posed to the location; he preferred a place
more central to the whole settlement. Appeal-
ing to an old gentleman of influence, by the
name of Pilson, who, on account of its being
near his own dwelling, was supposed to favor
the same location, he received for answer that
the central position would, on account of dis-
tance, entirely cut off the people of the South
end of the settlement from attending church,
while the people of the North end would be
accommodated with their own church, and the
centre have the advantage of two. “Well, well,”
said the disappointed pastor, “are you against
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me too, Sammy; well, none of that water shall
ever tinkle down my throat?” True to his
word he never drank, while his congregation
quenched their thirst in copious draughts, he
only moistened his lips; like the leading men
of his charge, or, more properly, like his whole
charge, he was a persevering man. The in-
domitable will, bowing only to the hand of
Almighty God, was characteristic of them all.
Here, in this stone house, that eloquent man,
known now most extensively as the Blind
Preacher of Wm. Wirt, ministered for years,
and might, had he chosen, have ministered till
his days were ended; here he poured -forth
strains of gospel eloquence that few could de-
scribe or imitate or entirely resist. Here, as
he spoke, eternity seemed near, and the world
appeared small even to worldly men. “Oh,”
said one of them, known for his fondness of
money, “I have heard him preach so on the
love of God, that had I been told that the
ground was covered with guineas I would not
have gone out to pick up one till he was done.”
When, after Braddock’s defeat, the inhabit-
ants began to talk of fleeing for safety from
the barbarities of the Indians, Craig refused to
fly and encouraged his people to fortify the
country and remain firm; stockades were built;
Augusta church was fortified with ditches and
mounds that remain to this day, and the in-
habitants with much fatigue and alarm and
little loss, kept possession of their cabins and
their clearing, though Indians were often prowl-
ing around' their habitations. In the Revolu-
tionary war, when the sudden dash of Tariton
at Charlottesville drove the State Assembly to
Staunton, Waddell was preaching in this con-
gregation; on a certain Sabbath the crowd
that assembled were thrown into a tumult by
the appearance of a soldier of Tarlton’s corps,
brought ir as a prisoner, charged as a spy,
caught om his return from Staunton. After a
short address from Waddell the crowd suddenly
dispensed, the men for their arms, and the
women to make provision for their husbands
and sens, and before sunrise on Monday meorn-
ing the able-bodied men of Augusta in thou-
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sands lined the Ridge and ambushed those
passes by which an enemy might cross. Wad-
dell was there; from the church he rode hastily
home, and to the surprise of his little children
took down and' cleaned his rifle, Sabbath as it
was, and speedily joined his congregation at
the Gap, where hundreds of riflemen, that could
rib a deer in full jump, were anxiously waiting
for Tarlton’s approach.

But we were searching for the graves of the
settlers—come on to this yard to the west of
the church, surrounded by a stone wall in the
shape of a section of horseshoe; let us enter by
this gate on the south side nearest the church,
and before we go to the southwestern end we
will stop a moment to read this white marble
slab:

Here lie interred the relics of the
v, JOHN McCUE,
who expired Sabbath morning, Sept. 20,
. D., 1818, in his 66th year.

Having served his generation in di -
fled and faithful discharge of all relative du-
ties, he was suddenly removed from
labor to rest.

His relations, numerous friends, and the
church at large, deplore the loss of his tal-

ent, erudition, e oiuenoe and evan%eucsl min-

istrations, especially the church of T. Spring,

amongst whom he had arduously labored
in the ministry for 27 years.
This monument was erected by his sons in
token of filial esteem and regard.

This is the epitaph of the third stated minis-
ter of this congregation. Craig lies buried near
Augusta church, the scene of his latest minis-
trations. Waddell in Louisa, under an apple
tree, in the place chosen by himself, near where
the counties of Orange and Albemarle and
Louisa meet; his little farm, embracing part
of the three counties, was the abode of his old
age and blindness, commemorated by Wirt, and
the resting place of his bones. McCue lies here;
“he was suddenly removed.” The congrega-
tions assembled for worship, and waited for
their Pastor; in place of the minister came the
tidings that the pastor’s voice was hushed in
death. He went not like Moses, to the mount
to look over the promised' land to die; or like
Jacob blessing his family and gathering up his
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feet into the bed to be gathered to his fathers.
But he set out to minister to his charge the
word of God—his family preceded him—in a
little time he was found lifeless near his own
gate; it is supposed the young horse which he
was riding became restive and jumped from
under him. From the appearance of the body
there was no struggle or motion after his fall.
He deserved the epitaph inscribed by his sons.
Let us go a little farther west and reada’ upon
this, the other white marble slab, the epitaph
of the fourth minister of this congregation, and
professor-elect of the Union Theological Semi-
nary:
BACRED
to the Memory of
A maan, honest. miodest, poaebul
Ascm, sound, accura mhed
A Ch tian,

Chris

humble, devout, consistent ;
A husband, tender, fond, devo:

A father, indulgent, kind, aa’ecuonale
A master, hxm]:)me, generous, just ;

learned, orthodox?’ udicious;
A minister of the gos Jxal zea.ous. wise, faithful ;
j[o:t esteeme kzmented
those whobe:t hém.
K brid g?oo , Va., Oct. 21st. 1784.
Died (suddenlv) in nesboro’, Jan. 10, 1840 ;
having served the chuzch of 'rm'kung Spring,
21 years and 2 m
ERECTED BY THOSK WHOM HE LOVED.

He loved many, for his heart was benevo-
lence, and many loved him; a faithful pastor
bhas a hold on many hearts. He was called
away as suddenly as McCue. He had devoted
the 10th of January to writing to an absent
and misguided child—his only son. What feel-
ings burned in the father’s heart as he thought
of him whom once he fondly anticipated as
serving in the sanctuary of the most high God,
and now sadly beheld him restraining prayer
and casting off fear. The last hours of the
father witnessed his mourning before God for
the sins of a wandering son. Stepping into
the ‘Fostolﬁce, in apparently usual health, he

and gasped and never spoke or moved
agam No effort of medical skill could recall
the fleeting breath, or for a moment restore
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the lost pulse. That son was converted by his
death sickness in 1842; his last hours witnessed
the agonized spirit and broken heart of a re-
turning backslider. Why are the last prayers
of the children of God so often recorded in
scriptures? Why, but to teach faithless men
that the cries and tears of his humble children
come up in remembrance before that God into
whose glorious presence they are so soon to
come as part of the redeemed flock of Christ.

What sermons have been preached from the
pulpit of that house, and what a cry echoes
from these graves of the pastors: “Be ye also
ready, for in such an hour as ye think not the
Son of man cometh.” What a warning to all
succeeding ministers, “what thy hand findeth
to do, do with all thy might.”

Come down now to this Southwest end. In
this irregular piece of ground, surrounded on
three sides by a stone wall, full of mounds, but
not a single inscription—here is the resting
place of the ashes of the ancestors of many
families in Virginia and Kentucky, men whose
names are woven by their descendants in the
web of political and religious courts, in colors
too vivid to be unnoticed or mistaken. Here
are the sepulchres of the men that turned the
wilderness into habitations, and assembling on
the hillside to worship the God of their fathers,
they are gathered here to wait the coming of
the Son of God when the graves shall give up
their dead.

It was a good thought in the conception, and
will be patriotic in the execution, to use here,
in the midist of these crowded mounds, a pillar
as simple and unadorned as the manners of that
age—as beautiful and enduring in its simplicity
as the principles that peopled and have gov-
erned this valley:

SACRED TO THE MEMORY
OF THE
EMIGRANTS TO THIS VALLEY.
Let no spade or mattock ever hereafter dis-

turb the soil that vegetates so luxuriantly over
their ashes. The time is coming—is already
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at hand—when history shall present to the liv-
ing the attions of these venerable dead, and
posterity will glory in deriving their descent
from the Settlers of the Valley of Virginia.
In answer to the question which coming time
will make, “Where are their graves?”’ shall pos- -
terity answer, “We cannot tell!” Shall the in-
habitant of the far West, as he rambles over
the beautiful scenes of the labors of the emi-
grants in their infant settlement, look around
in vain for a monument that shall point to the
resting place of such men as John Preston, the
Shipmaster of Dublin? VIATOR.

Rev. J. MoCue graduated at Liberty Hall,
studied Theology under the blind preacher and
succeeded him as pastor at Tinkling Spring. He
founded the Church at Lewisburg. . McIlhaney
was his immediate successor there. He was the
first man who ever, as an ordained minister,
preached the Gospel in the Valley of the Missis-
sippi. Rev. John McCue married Miss Allen, of
Avugusta. — From Judge Jokn Howard McCue's

papers.






