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GHBISTIAN EDUCATION.

e

1. TwTRODUOLORY -

. FATHERS AND PBRETHREN
ON this deeply-interesting oecasion, i gompliance with &

: call which is always fmperative, proceeding from my
| prethren, 1 apypoar pefore you to pear WY humble pard in the
zervicés and exercises of this memorial 48y- When this de-
mand was oomnmnioatod {o me, and the fact made known that

i Iin aegociation with two distinguis‘oed brethren, DOW presem.,
had heen nominated t0 perform part in ihis Quarter-Genten
pial of the organization of onx beloved Southern Zion, by de-
livery “of an address npon such topic &8 might see to me ap-
propria.to,” the question often s0 Jiffeult to 80lve; « What topic
chall T discuse (4 presonted no diffieulty 50 WY mind; it came
to me spontaneousiy. The subject Was Education. There Was;
however, & problem connected with it, and that was 10 adopt
that method of treatment that might see1t to be appropriate,
when the general subject was One that had been worb thread-
hare,~——that had beeD gpoken of, written of, debated, abused,
and migmderstood insomuch that itg familiarity had robbed

it of all afiractiveness for an audience 80 appreciativo as that 1
ghould be called to address. The persistence® with which this
subject pressed its claims to WY attention admitted of 0 T8)ec-
tion oY dismissal; and YOO will pardon We when T say that the
explapation of this fact 18 obvions when 3F is considered tbat 1
am, 0y honest descent, 2 praotioai worker in this field, and by
long pei‘sonai identification with the business of Education, it
hag become 10106 either & development of oy natural appetence;

or it has revolutionized radically m¥ whole natural constiti-
on; so that nothing 80 readily and profoundly arrests my ab-

tention as a0y allngion to this import-zmt interest. To select
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.
We omit, in this eni=
and confine our attention at

e institntions copsidered as nnder ecclesiaatical
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Christian education, formed the jewel
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her Davidson College, under
te noble work of ministerial an
Christian training- (irossing the line into South Carolina, was
£ound the grand old Columbia Seminary, enjoying the victory
over its early stit and borne successtnlly on the tide of
In Georgia stood Ogletborpe [niversity, nnder
heavy pressure, its gratifylng ve-

Carolina rejoieing in
control, accomplishing
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glofiglcnaii;he past in 1‘Ose(:t]; c:i)lsu(-}h occasions ;,: ’1;;2 ltils cor- | sults, During many years previous 0 the War, also, Missis-
self-comp] ;]’ and, where it ig POQS.‘;‘IH& to indulge in P 1§§ent,, sippi had Teld high position ip, Christian education by t.he good
that past cency the achiever s8ible, to recount with I ilant results of Oakland College. In Tennessed, in her widely-ex-
past with 4 glory to whi neflts of the past pride and tended territory, Washington College and other private schools
which it is not entiﬂec)l get to invest ip the east, Stewars Clollege in thE:,' north, and La Grange S¥-
s only to de- nodical College in the south, were all laboring prosperously and
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aroused in all hearts the impulse of patriotism, and
one, the States seceded; there follo
sion of the schools of the higher learnine

a8, one b

States, and in the cases where the exerci

At such z time ag this, in surv

leges which had been suspended, and some utterly ruined in all’
but the name, onght to be consolidated, The plan suggested as
feasible was that these institutions shonld unite all their assets,
endowments, collections, libraries and apparatus, and form ope
Institution, which, being thus equipped, should be enableq to -
work efficiently, and Command the confidence ang Patronage of
the entire Southery Church, Accordingly, an informal conven- -
tion of the friends of Church education, cousisting of interested j
Tepresentatives of the suspended colleges, and others in sym-.
pathy, was called, to meet during the sessions of the first Asg-
sembly.  They met in e study of the pastor of the venerable
chureh within whese Louse of worship we are now assembled.
On a full, free angd frank nterchange of views and feelings, it

which the
hese several in-
stitntions, with a} their assets, were such that all would be for-
feited by & removal, This fact being agcertained, the Proposed
Plan was at once abandoned. We ynngt Pass rapidly on in thig
sketch, and state thas while this initiative, special effort proved
abortive, the enthnusiasm wag by no means abated, but rather in-
tensified. Az evidence of this fact, 4 special evening dm;ing
the sessions of the first Assernbly was set apart for the diseus-

sion of our relations tg the great subject of ed

ueation, elogquent
addresses were delivered and views were presented by emineng
edneators. Although ng definite action wag taken, nor any
Plans matured at that time, yet thig nterchange of views and

opinions was not without manifegt advantage,

nest edncators,

wed a very general suspen}‘ies' since PAss
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eying “the waste of puin > fore: veer of usfe-gle o
shadowed, the project was suggested that all the Southern Col In that b
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HRISTIAN BDUCATION.
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& ite former locality, and soon gathered
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the sphere of Chuistian edncation,
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2. My first remark in this line of thought is th
of the higher learning ought to be more thoroughly and S¥8
watically Christian schools. By this I mean that-the Instrueti
given shounld be based upon Christian trnth, and given by Chy
tlan men.; T will not discuss the question whether Church

only safe and wige system of ed
cognizes the Word of God and

the views of every instructor
garded as inconsistent witl thi
embraced in it the utmost extent, the amplest range, of liters
bore, art and science. Tt should be,
less purpose of Godos Pecple,
spoausibility of providing sch
abreast of the hest and mos
methods, embracing all sciepee 4
sound scientifie hypothesis, b
void of proof, but on fants clearly discovered.
thing which shall tend to the eniargement, glev
refinement, and polish of the mind ang taste.
versity should not be one jot or tittle behind the grandest in-
stitutions of thig or any other lands, and should offer
tages not inferior to those fmrnished by any. Unless thig
should be our lofty aim, the just vespensibilities of our Presby-
terian people will not he met. We must expect to encounter
the sneer of the skeptic and the secnla educator, so often found
in popular magazines and jowrnals, and hesard even in some
prlpits, that the Preshyterian Chureh is belind this « age of ad-
vanced thought,” that her dogmas are, to a]] intents and pur-
Poses, obsolate and only adapted to the darkness of the middle
ages, and that, if we hope to keep in the grand triumphal
march of the futellect of the nineteenth century, we must give
up those old, effete theories about the eternity of human pun-
ishment, the divinity of ony Lord J esus Cluist, the decrees of
God, and the Puritanism which characterizes thig system of
fraining.  We muygst disprove these scoffs by Praciically demon-

i self-defence, fo assume the 1e
ools of instruction which shall b

at our schoggrating to- )
stitntions ever

o  on
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 7HE CHURCH A SPTRITUAL KINGDON.

e

] \HTo Baptist, 00 the banks of the Jordan, spnounced the
coming of Messiah in this impressive formula: “The

Lingdom of heaven is at hand.” When oy Tord enfered TpoD.

his public Jninisity, the record ig, “He went about all Galilee,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom.” The twelve apostles

were early commizsioned, «yith power o07er all devils,” toO
preach +he kingdom of God; and after them the geventy were
sent, wo DY WO «into every city and place whither he himself

S would come;” sa.ying,-“'[‘he kingdom of Grod is come nigh unto
you.” To the question, what should be the sign of his coming
- and he end of the world, he answered, ¢« This gospel of the
 kingdem ghall be preached ip =1l the world, for a witness unte
© 2]l nations and. toen chall the end come.” To the very last,
© disregarding the peril of misconstruction, a8 the words should
- fall upon @ jealous Roman ear, e testified before Pilate, “ My
+ Ykingdom is nob of this world, for then wonld 1Y gervants

fights” and through 2 mysterious blending of divine and bu-
an aathoritys the seal of royalty wae stamnped npon the agony
and infavry of the cross in the ineffaceable inscription; © Jesus
of Nazavetb, the King of the Jews.” Let if be noted just
here, fathers and brethren; that the gospel of our salvation is
the gospel of a kingdom 38 well-—words 10 be engraved npon
fhe front of thig memorial service covering the seed principle,
grom which this Leloved Church of ours Bprung into that sepa-
rate existence which she bhas maintained throngh a quarter of
5 century.

This most suggestive phrase finds its Toot D far deeper s0iL
than the language of Matthew. Tig delicate Sbres a1e matted
ogether aromnd the rich mould of the former dispenssation;
fyoyn which the promised Tlias emerged to spring the thonght
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byterian University, which, with all Jue modesty, alaimg tg ¢ -
Cupy the position of Ploneer in thig enterprise), are patti
this very scheme of Biblical text-hook nstruction igte achy
operation. The Coliege of Arkansas, at Batesville, Lag loi
. Leld it TP as a leading subject of ustraction.  Noble o
ce Davidson is rapidly Prosecuting the enterprise of endowing;_
chair of Bihle instructmn; and we have geap with delight th
the friends of Central Universz'ty, Ky., have recently oo
i tributed the endowinent of chair of Biple instructiou, an’
' e Tejoice to add to thig statement that Westmingter College: -
of Missouri, hag already incorporated in iig regular cnrricnhm'f iilN GDO}“
this identical systew of Bible teaching.  While thiq is true of SPIR{TUAL :
our own literary institutions, itis also a gratifying fact thal; CHURGH A
many others (not Presbyterian) are turning theqp attention toTHE /
this new departare ip coﬂegiate work.,  Some Surprise, tog,
may be excited by the statement recently made that Itimations’
have come from one of the many State institutions that an effort

DREBS.
A MEMORIAD AD

: |
will be inangurated to introdace the study of the Bible into ) BY .. |
the course of Instruetion, ER, D.D- LL. -zms N

We cannot more appropriately close onp diseussion of 1‘;111'37; B M. P ALM IJAN HUROT, KEW OBLEANS,
Important and interesting topic than by repoating the beanti- THE FIRST PRESBITER
ful words of the venerable Dy, 1§ 0%, who for half 5 century . PASTOR OF

bresided over the fortunes of Union College: “Tot ng there-
Tore hereafter connect Jerusalem with Athens; intertwing the 1
vy of Parnassus around the ceday of Lebanon; wegve into the -

L wreath of fowerets Plucked from the vale of Tempe, the rose

; of Sharon, ang remember at ouy festivals that, among the hillg
of Palestine there i a hill of tenderey interest and bigher hope
than either Tda of Olympus. Tet ue plant the banney of the-
C1ass upon the Temple of Seienee »






