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Communications?.—'To insure insertion
they should be sent, if possible, the week
before. It is extremely inconvenient top-int
them, especially when long, if received later
than Monday. On this account those sent
by Rev. Dr. Armistead, and Rev. 11. A.
Brown, a* well as other pieces, must be laid
over till next week.

THE VIRGINIA BIBLE SOCIETY.

A contract has just been made by this
Society with J. W. Randolph, of Richmond,
for printing an edition of twenty-five thous-
and New Testaments, with a view to sup-
plying the wants of our army. Inasmuch
as a supply of this article might “give aid
and comfort to the enemy,” it is made “con-
traband of war” by Lincoln’s government,
and therefore the word of the Lord is not
allowed to “have free course “Southward.
The whole world needs this priceless bless-
ing, and if we are cut off from our usual
supply, we must print it at home. The
North has perhaps just now a special need
of the Bible, and if the people there will
only “study the things that make for peace,”
as laid down in it, we shall be reconciled to
their keeping all they have.

Kev. Dr. Breckimidge. —The criticisms
upon the article of this gentleman, prepared
for the present number, will keep, and per
haps become a little more mellow in seven

days. There is no room for them now'.

A SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN
CONVENTION.

All the information reaching ns points to
a General Convention of our Southern
churches, and this Convention looks to a sep-
aration from the General Assembly. It
’"s for the church itself to decide finally, and

PRESIDENT LINCOLN’S MESSAGE.

In point of style, with an effort to be gen-
teel, it hardly escapes the shabby, though
better dressed than the memorable per-
formances on the journey from Springfield
to Washington. We shall attempt no analy-

I sis. With regard to Fort Sumpter—a criti-
cal point in the present war, the careful!
reader will note that, with the claim of as-
tonishing forbearance, and desire for peace,
he cannot conceal the fact that it all only
amounted to this, that he would not rein-
force the place “without further notice” and
(ion that occasion'' This was truly magnani-
mous, especially as it follows the candid con-

-1 feasion, “that it would require a force of
not less than 20,000 good and well disci-
plined men,” and “that no such sufficient
force was then at the control of the Gov-
ernment, or could be raised or brought on
the ground within the time when the pro-
visions in the fort would be exhausted.”
Consequently the Confederate States deserve
a halter, because they had the impudence

! not to wait, and let him take his time to re-
inforce Sumpter, and then burn Charleston
to the ground, if they refused to surrender,

j and bow the neck in meek subjection to his
rule. That is the plain English of this
wretched prevarication. The whole trans-
action stands out to the world yet more in
its true ignobility, when the trut' fdl state-
ment is called to mind, whi.h Judge Camp-
bell made of Win. 11. Seaward’s attempt to
play the fox with the Southern Commission-
ers, when he asked them to “wait and see.”

llie President calls fur 400.000 men, and
8400,000,000, to settle the rebels at once.
He thought perhaps, it was just as well to
make a call like seven thunders, while be
was at it. Well, be it so. It will not shake

| one firm resolve of any brave spirit, nor
blanch a single check with fear.

a due form upon the whole case.
Supposing now a Convention generally

desired, the chief question is— JVhtn shall
it be held? There is evidently a difference
of opinion on this point. Those who may
have united recently in a call for such a
meeting in Richmond, also Rev. Dr. Thorn-
well, and the editor of the Southern Pres-
byterian, with many others, advocate a time
before the regular meetings of our Presby-
teries and Synods. The opinions of these
brethren are certainly entitled to great re-
spect. But others—and if our impressions
are not colored by personal opinions—a
largo majority entertain decided convictions
against this proposal. Under this view of
the matter, and its important relation to
ulterior measures, no apology is needed fur
some examination of its merits.

Perhaps the shortest way is by stating
the main objections to be laid against it.
'"hen,

1. It is not practicable to secure, before
the Presbyteries regularly meet, even such
'preliminary agreement as is needful. As to
the place, Richmond, Greensboro’, Raleigh,
Charlotte, &c., are in nomination. Then,
as to the time, the opinions are about as
various. But more than this: How is it to
be constituted ? Some call for a delegation
in any way judged be§t—others ask that it
may bo from the congregations; some would
have it from the Presbyteries in pro renata
meetings, and the number of delegates the
same as to the General Assembly; others
call for double that number.

Again, the brethren from Virginia, who
favor a Convention, wish it to be ‘‘advisory”
only; bnt Dr. Thornwell and others have
widely different views, and think “it should
be charged, first, with the question of a sep-
aration from the church in the U. States,
and in the event of resolving to separate, it
should be charged, next, with the prepara-
tion of a Constitution for the Confederate
church, to be submitted to the Presbyteries
at their Autumnal meetings; and, lastly, it
should be commissioned to frame a provis-
ional government, until a permanent Con- ,
siitution is adopted.” (See letter of Dr.
T. to South. Presbhi, of June 29th.)

In such a state of facts, is a Convention,
to be gathered from the wide range of the
Confederate States, and all within about
one month from the present date, a practi-
cable measure? We must think it is not.

The statements made respecting the Con-
vention of Virginia are about as far from
the truth as it was possible to reach. But
there is very little use, if any at all, in un-
dertaking the correction of such enormous
misrepresentations.

I One thing is certain: The whole world
must now take it as a thing confessed that
the Southern upheaving is quite another
thing from a petty rebellion, when an army 1
equal to that which Napoleon drove upon
Russia is called for to suppress it. Lincoln
might as well have said at once, and can-
didly, that a nations heart and soul were in it.:

Donations for Soldiers. —Contributions
in money have been given from various quar-
ters, to be used in sending the Central Pres-
byterian to soldiers in the army. In most
cases there is a request that no mention
should be made of the names of the donors.
We can only say here, that every dollar
thus set apart shall be faithfully expended,
according to special designations when given,
or to the best of our judgment when not.
But we much prefer that, when practicable,
at least the company or regiment should be
named. Most of the donations received are

i from the noble women of our country. Was
ever a country blessed with better? From
the Potomac to the llio Grande their spirit,
energy, and sympathy are absolutely sub-
lime. It is enough to arm even cowardice
with courage.

2. Suppose it an advisory Convention, as
proposed in Virginia. If any brethren wish
to meet, of their own accord, and confer
about this or any other interest of Zion, it
is unquestionably their right to do so. It
would be unreasonable to oppose it, and no

one can well doubt that some good might
result. But if our Presbyteries have to be
called, as proposed, for the special purpose
of appointing delegates, the case seems ma-
terially altered, and the following conside-
rations will weigh with many against it.

(1.) It is not practicable, especially in
this busy season, to procure fullpro re nata
meetings. In many of them it would be a
failure; generally a bare quorum would con-
vene; and to all the operation would be op-

The Editor acknowledges the receipt of
the following sums f»r Foreign Missions,
from F. Johnston, Treasurer of Montgom-
ery Presbytery.pressive.

■ (2.) The most such delegates could do
would be to give back to the Presbyteries
good advice, and mainly on the very points
where those Presbyteries had previously
given, or were competent to give them in-
struction.

3. Is it to be clothed with the powers
which Dr. Thorn well and others desire? It
does seem surprising that this should be
contemplated, under the circumstances.—
Every one must see that it is of the highest
importance that when a Convention shall
meet to settle the matters brought up, it
should be fully prepared to express the well
ascertained views of the whole church. But
that isplainly impracticable upon the scheme
proposed, and this is a fatal objection to it.

r io all this may be added the considera-
tion that, hardly would its deliberations
have begun, before the meetings of the
Presbyteries also begin. Why not wait that
short time? Is there any good I k'ely to be
obtained, to compensate for the time, labor,
and money expended? Will any great in-terests suffer by taking a more deliberatecourse, though quite as speedy, we conceive,m the end? Our answer to both questionswomd be a decided negative. But there isnot room for it till the next paper. It maybe proper to mention here that the last N.Carolina Presbyterian, and the True Wit-aess, (N. Orleans,) both sustain the view*
v/q venture to present,-with much ability,and at considerable length.
,

Scripturcs.—In B Scriptures are adepth that few can wade far into, and nomcan wade through; but jetall maj come to.“rook, and refresh themselves withdrinking of the screams of its living waters-o in a little way, according to theii

Salem church, 377 jq
Covington church, 5 00
Christiansburg church, 34 40
This money will be forwarded to Rev. J.

L. Wilson, D. D.
I have received for the cause of ForeignMissions, from Rev. B. W. Moseley, $12.75.

IIUOII A. Brown, A*gentfor I or. Miss, of Roanoke Pres’ry.
Cry lor Peace.— A correspondent of

the Journal of Commerce from Connecti-
cut, of Jane 24th gays :

There is iu this section a most earnestcall for peace. Prominent Republican*,
among the rest, are in favor of the Critten-
den propositions, or some compromise,
agreeing with the truth that Lincoln uttered
w hen he said, in his inaugural, ‘ Suppose
yon go to war, you cannot tight always.—And when, afier much loss on both sides,and no gain on either, you cease fighting,the identical questions as to terms of iu’er-
course are again upon you.’

‘O, this is a dreadlul war.’ ‘ I wish it
was all over.’ ‘lt is perfect folly to think
of subduing the South.’ These are the
stereotype words ‘that burn’ in every pa-
triot’s heart. Could there be a greaterblessing given this nation than peace?
Churches united, societies harmonized, sol-
diers grasping the hands of those whom
they 1 ow murder, factory bells ring ng and
the little tin dinner pails again licquent in
the streets ; cars loaded with honest labor’s
products, and commerce spreading her white
glad sails over ail the free waters.

Is there no way but through the blood of
brothers to obtain all this? Is Christ'ani-
ty to be thrown away for human blood?
We came together in peace; in peace only
can we unite again.
, day is far in the past that men couldoe forced to love their government. How
eißy stars and stripes might have beenmade to float over thirty-four Slates in har-mony’ 'Equal rights’ would have dose

it, after seven States fad gone! But no;
war. rapine, horrors upon horrors, must be
tried first; ‘ and then the identical ques-
tions as to terms of intercourse are again
upon you.’

May God stay the hands of Cain until
reason shall assume her throne.”

COMMUNICATIONS.
For tub Central Presbyterian.

Hampden Sidney Boys.

Camp Garnett, July a/h, 1861.
Dear Friend, —At the time of my last let-

ter I was under the imptession that we were
fixed in our quarters for some time, but on
Tuesday night, at 12 o’clock, we were sud-
denly aroused with marching orders. As soon
as possible we gathered our guns, ammuni-
tion, and a few crackers, formed into line,
and at 2 o’clock were on a rapid ma.ch up
Laurel mountain. We were informed that
Col. Heck, at this point, Camp Garnett, was ■
threatened by a superior force of the ene-
my, and we had a,moat hurried march, our
officers being under the impression that our
services were needed every moment. We
arrived at the top of Rich mountain, two
miles from this place at 12 M, where we
heard that no attack had been made, but
that one was hourly expected. We rested
an hour, and resumed our march with the
expectation that it was to the batt'e field.
But upon our arrival, we found ourselves
again mistaken, which makes the third time
that we have aniicipated a speedy engage-
ment and have been disappointed. I begn
to think our enemy do not propose any at-
tack, that they will rest contented with
roaming over the country, pillaging, and
frightening women and children, and that
we shall return to our friends without a
single engagement. We arrived here at 2
o’clock, more fatigued than we had been,
after any previous march. Our company
was most kindly welcomed, and hospitably
treated by CaptainLilly, and the whole com-
pany of the Augusta Lee Rifles. They took
us to their tents, prepared a most excellent
dinner and did everything for us that Vir-
ginia hospitality could devise, or their sol-
dierly energy execute. We do not wish them
any ill-luck ; but if they are ever caught at
the end of a forced march, we hope the
order to “stack arras” may be by the tents
of the Hampden Sidney Boys. At night we
slept under the breast works, upon our arras,
ready at a moment’s call; in the morning
we set to work house-bu Uing, for we
had to leave our tents, and did not know
when we should receive them. Our roman-
tic ideas, kindled in childhood at, the perusal
of Robinson Crusoe and Swiss Family Rob-
inson, of making all sorts of conveniences,
with nothing to make them of, were soon
dissipated ; cutting poles and brush, peeling
the bark from trees, we found no light job,
but most of the messes hud secured com-
fortable shelter by night, when our tents
and baggage came, so our labor had been
in vain. In many respects we are more
comfortably fixed than we were at Laurel
Hill, here we have moat excellent water,
and in great abundance; we are not so
crowded and have a more pleasant situation
for our tents. Oar regiment has been called
to a most arduous service. We have been
on forced marches and heavy work on forti-
fications much of the time, yet we do not
feel any disposition to complain; we enlisted
to serve our country anywhere, and in any
way she might need us. We, are on the soil
of New Virginia, in the domain of Governor
Pierponfe, and doubtless, capital will be made
at the North, of the fact that the Wheeling
Convention seceded from the seceders, and
that we are unwilling to apply our doctrine
of “let alone” to the new formed State. It
is difficult to teach the Northern mind, where
sovereignty resides. They seem determined
to consider a State, as so many inhabitants,
a part of a common mass; such a thing as
Stale independency, or sovereignty, they
altogether repudiate. What better evidence
do vie need, that we were fast drifting to a
monarch)? All the tendencies of the Na-
tional Government were towards centraliza-
tion. But 1 forget that I am writing a
“home” letter, and that home f.dks do not
care about the abstractions of politics now.
1 forme 1 the pirposeof my correspondence
with your pape , for the benefit of the friends
of those who are in my company. Ido not
write for the “critics eye” but for “mother
and father, sister and brother.” 1 hope to
be faithful to my self-imposed Jrust ; any
case of accident, serious sickness or death,
shall be faithfully chronicled. Oar compa-
ny now is in better health, than it has been
at any time since we left Richmond. All
are on the ground, except one, who is at
Camp Laurel, but convalescent. In one of
my letters, “Havelock defying men ,” should
have read, “Havelock defying sin.” All
will understand the protection afforded by
this linen covering for the cap, suggestive
of the Christian soldier of that name, and
the burning suns of India.

Our direction for letters is Hampden Sid-
ney Co., 20 b Regiment, Va. Volunteers,
North-western Va., Gen. Gatnett’s command.

Your fiiend, G.
Foil the Central Fkesbvteiuan.

Tribute of Respect.
At a meeting of the Vestry of Grace

Church, held at their Vestry-room on Mon-
day evening, the Bth inst., the following
preamble and resolutions were unanimosly
adopted :

Whereas : It has pleased Almighty God,
in his inscrutable wisdom, to remove sud-
denly from among us, onr esteemed asso-
ciate and brother, JoSEi’ii Laidley, there-
fore, bo it

From the NorHh Carolina Presbyterian.

To the Rev. Gardiner Spring, D. I).

Our columns have been recently so crowd-
ed with long articles about the General As-
sembly, that we regret we cannot publish
Dr. Waddell’s able letter in full. We give
his opening tribute of respect to Dr. Spring,
and then his considerations upon the resolu-
tions.

llev. and Dear Sir,—For years past it has
been the common sentiment of the Southern
portion of the Old School Presbyterian
Church, that you deservedly occupied a po-
sition of honor and veneration, second to
none among the fathers of our Zion. We
have been wont to look to you amid the
rocking earthquakes of heresy and fanati-
cism, which have shaken the church and the
country in times past, as one of the pillars
in the great structure of our political and
ecclesiastical system. 1 have yet to see the
man of our communion who would not have
felt, that to you with propriety might have
been applied the eloquent words of our able
advocate in the controversy of the church in
1839, in allusion to the revered Dr. Green,
as ‘nhe venerable patriarch of this church,”
who had stood for years in the consistency
of his Doric simp icity, a land mark from
which might be measured the deflection? of
erratic opinion. ******"**

••It shall be my task now briefly to anal-
ize this extraordinary deliverance, (the res-
olutions.) and to comment upon its several
elements, that I may show, if possible, that
it is Ist, incendiary; 2 id, viola tipe tf /he
p rinci fifes ofPnshytcrianisin ; '6nL grievously
insulting to the feelings <f the ministers and
members of' the Southern churches; 4‘h, un-
christian o7id inhuman.

Ist. Your resolutions are incendiary. By
this I mean that they are calculated to in-
flame the Southern portion of thi* church and
to add fuel to the already excited Northern
feeling.

It is a great error into which the North-
ern people seem to have fallen in consider-
ing the Southern section of the country as
in astate of phrenzied excitement; more
emphatical’y true is it of the Southern
church that this is an error. True we are
aroused, but it is a very deeply seated,
calm determination, in a course of energetic
action, to assert ami maintain our indepen-
dence of the oppressions which, as a people,
we have so Img suffered. There is no
phrenzy,—no insane rule of madness among
us. The church in the South has, with one
consent, united herself with the fortunes of
the Confederate Slates, but she has mani-
fested no disposition whatever to bring
about a disruption of our ecclesiastical
Union, save only as the prevalent Northern
sentiment ha* pressed the unwelcome idea
upon her. The Southern Presbyterian, Col-
umbia, S. C.,in the very focus of Secession-
ism. in the No. for May 25fh, while the As-
sembly was actually discussing your resolu-
tions, dissents from the suggestions of one
of its correspondents, wr ho is giving reasons
for a separation, in the following language;

“VVe are not prepared, however, to con-
cur in the suggestion fur immediately call-
ing our Presbyteries together for action on
the subject. Things are not yet ready for
that.”

This then being the feeling generally all
over the Southern church, it was evidently
the wise coarse on the part of the Northern
wing of the church, to take no action that
wouM be likely to disturb the stale of tran-
quility 7, unless indeed they desired a disso-
lution. And if this were the thing desired,
then truly the most effectual made of ac-
complishing that end was to attempt to force
upon us the adoption of this resolution, a
course of action abhorent to all our political
principles. Like the famous proclamation
of the modern Nero at Washington, your
resolution has kindled a flame of indignation
throughout the length and breadth of our
Southern borders, in which the cords, which
have so long bound us together, will snap
like pack-thread at the touch of fire, and
leave us hereafter to pursue our mission
separate and independent of the North.

And, above all, does its incendiary char-
acter appear when we consider the already
phrenzied and fanatical condition of the
North, in which we grieve to find the Old
School Presbyterian church has been in-
volved, in common with all the rest. The
only course of safety and wisdom lefc to be
pursued by you under such circumstances,
most certainly was to keep this subject eji-
iirely out of the Assembly. Had you done
so, 1 doubt not the Oliurch North would
have acquiesced in such a course, arid, after
the reign of madness had fretted through
its brief hour of existence, there would have
ensued a sober second thought that would
have acknowledged the wisdom of your
course, as the only one that could have kept
the Assembly together. But no! instead
of being, as you ought to have been, a con
troller and a corrector of corrupt public
sentiment, you acknowledge yourself in your
speech, preliminary to the reading of your
resolutions, as occupying the low position of
a mere exponent of that, public sentiment,
when you say that, >rom advices received by
you from the Non/mml JVcsC, such a course
was absolutely necessary to satisfy the
Church. What other effect could be antic-
ipated from your course, than simply to
intensify the flame which was already blaz-
ing, and which might have been extinguish-
ed and smothered by the adoption of a more
prurient and pacific course? I cannot but
think, then, that the presenting of your
preamble and resolutions under such cir-
cumstances was eminently incendiary.

21. It is violative <f the principles of
Presbyterianism. I anticipate the accusa-
tion, which may be prepared against one so
humble as I, of presumption in charging
Dr. Spring with a departure from the prin-
ciples, in which perhaps he was confirmed
before the writer was in his cradle. Never-
theless, as we have all been taught to “call
no man Master;” as we believe in the right
of private judgment; as we hold no man so
sacred, or so elevated as to be above cour-
teous criticism, I am willing to risk all the
odium which may fall upon me in assailing
a man so far my superior, for the sake of
vindicating the Truth * One of the funda-
mental principles of our Church is that “God
alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath
left it free from the doctrines and command-
ments of men which are in any thing con-
trary to his word or beside it, in matters
of faith and worship.” If this be true in
regard to the “matters of faith and worship,”
over which the church is properly under-
stood to have some control; if it be true
that, even in these matters, the conscie.net
is free so long as it obeys God, and has a
liberty to resist the injunctions of the church
when they conflict with the plain teachings

Resolved , That in his death, the
church, of winch he was a faithful and con-
sistent member, lias sustained a severe loss
and the community been deprived of a
valued citizen and friend.

Resolved , That we tender to his bereaved
widow our sympathies, in this her hour of
tiia 1, and trust that she will find her conso-
lations in that Saviour which he delighted
to honor and serve.

Resolved , That we will ever hold in grate-
ful remembrance his many virtues, and that
we, in common with our fellow-citizens,
mourn his early death.

A copy—Teste,
Wm. B. Isaacs. Register of Vestry.

Extract. —Both the worts and the Word
of God are indeed inexhaustible both in
b 'unties and in mysteries, fraught with eveiy
el *ment designed to educate the whole man;
and among the re.->t, with a few “hard say-
ings” for a diligent reason to investigate,
and a few harder still, for a docile faith to
receive withou fully t comprehending t all.

The Grcywn Letters.
He that puts a B.oie into the hands cf

a child, gives him more than a kingdon ,

for it gives him a key to the kingdom of
heaven«—Dr. Bach.wnein.

* And her'1 I mus* be in lulg-d in tho oxp-nsT >n ' f
my high gratifioati u uu linduig, after Having (I dshfd
tttw loiter, that the seuti m*ut« utcerod by um unier
this lieod, are substantially identical with >h ,-et
Jorth so nobly by Dr Hodge in his manly aud Chris-tian protest.

THE CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN.
of God’s word, it follows that this liberty is
much more to be claimed in regard to mat-

ters of civil government, in which the church
has no right to interfere. We believe that
the clearly established principles of our form
of civil government are that the States are
independent Sovereignties, which, for rea-
sons deemed sufficient by our Fathers, did
create a Federal Government as their Agent
to carry out more effectually, ns they sup-
posed, certain purposes specified in the
Constitution then adopted, delegating to this
General Government certain powers for the
time, and clearly reserving to themselves
the right of resuming those powers when-
ever the trust should be manifestly betrayed
or abused. Implied in this thing is a prin-
ciple recognized in the law of Nations, that
each Stale is to be the sole judge of the
injuries inflicted upon her, as well as of the

1 mode and measure of redress. We South-
ern Presbyterians have been brought up
under this doctrine. It was instilled into
us from our infancy. lam aware that yor,
and many in the North, do not take this
view, but it is a matter of conscience with
us. The History of the War of Indepen-
dence, the very language oi the articles of
Confederation, the words of the treaty of
peace, recognizing the independence, not
of the General Government, but of the thir-
teen original States by name; the wording
of the Declaration of Independence and of
the preamble to the present Federal Con-
stitution, and the history of the debates on
its adoption, showing that the great difficulty
to be compromised was this very thing of
State flights, jealously watched by the far-
seeing statesmen of that day; the fact that
different States both North and South have,
whenever it seemed to them right, asserted
this doctrine;* all go to prove that this is'the
true, and until recently the almost univer-
sally cdopted, theory of our Government.
Now when the States wherein we live, in

■ the exercise of their inherent sovereignty,
j withdrew from this Agent that portion of

! these powers, which had been entrusted to
it by them, and resumed the exercise of
those powers themselves, we, the Presbyte-
rian people of these States, owing alle'gi-

i ance to them, and not to a mere agent of
j their creation, felt that it was our duty, and
we hold it as a glorious privilege also, to

i uphold, sustain, and encourage them. This
' is the honest dictate of our conscience, en-
lightened by God’s word, which bids us '‘be
subject to the powers that be,” and indoc-

-1 trinated, as we have been, in the belief that
j the Government of the Confederate States
of America is the only Government that can
claim lawfully our adherence and obedience.

| Believing thus, it is entirely manifest that
your Resolutions offer violence to our con-
j _sciences, and attempt to make the General |
Assembly lord it over God’s heritage, and
thus the case is made out, beyond all dis-
pute, that their spirit is violative ofVie prin-
ciples of Presbyterianism.

55 d» As to the third point , viz: that they i
are gruvousfy insulting to the feelings of|
the ministers and members of Ore Soulherh \
Presbyterian churches , there is need of but i
brief discussion of this branch of our sub-
ject, if the preceding heads have been suc-
cessfully made out. And indeed it must
be apparent to those even, who are notpre-
pared to adopt our exposition of the prin-
ciples of the Government, that the intro-
duction of the 2d Resolution can be con-
strued in no other light than as an uncalled
for, and unprovoked insult. 1 know that
much regard is to be had to that precept of
our ixo\y which enjoins upon ua «üb-
mission to injuries ; and we mint remember
the example of our Divine Master, who,
when he was reviled, reviled not again, and
when smitten and huffetted, resented it not;
but to this we answer, that while we must
t’y to submit to personal injuries, and pray
for patience and a forgiving spirit, we no-
where learn that great principles such as
are involved in this controversy, are to be
trampled upon and insulted without resist-
ance. It is of this we complain ; the in-
sult consists in the fact, that an arrogant
attempt is made to enforce obedience to an
edict emanating from a majority, which ut-
terly ignores us as rational beings, and al-
lows us no liberty of thinking or choosing
for ourselves iu the great mailer of politi-
cal pi ivilege. Now this is not to be en-
dured. Our fathers fought for this ; and
we cannot an I will not stand tamely by, and
have ourselves thus Utterly despised in the
matterof rights so dear, as the electing
for ourselvei the Government to which we
shall acknowledge our fealty. The effort
therefore to bind us by any such injunction,
is an insult to our understandings, and a
direct assault upon our most cherished
rights, to which a Iree Christian people nev-
er have willingly submitted, and to which
the Presbyterian people of these Southern
States will yield—never, never, NEVER!
We are not called upon to submit. Neither
the Bible, nor the noble instincts of our
nature, nor the dictates of reason, demand
such a sacrifice. All the edicts of this
General Assembly, even when originating
with the most venerable of its members,
blinded as he is by devotion to black-heart-
ed Republicanism, and backed by such
rank Abolitionists as Thomas E. Thomas,
and others, which oiler to us such an insu.lt
as this, will be suffered to pass us as in-

nocuous as the fulminations of the effete
Papal Power at Rome, or the still more
despicable proclamation of the imbecile
Washington Despot.

4th. The second Resolution of your se-
ries, is unchristian and inhuman. We are
to “ encourage the Federal Government,”
in doing what? Why, in waging a warfare
upon our own people; in murdering our
citizens; in destroying our country’s mate-
rial interests ; in turning loose the Roughs
of the North anti tho slaves of the South
to burn, ravage, and destroy ; to commit
deeds of violence at which common decen-
cy blushes, and common humanity shud-
ders; to subjugate us, tho freehand inde-
pendent people of the equal Sovereignties
of the land, just as though we were the
subjects of a Monarchy ; and all this, if ac-
complished, to cost us a deluge of blood,
treasuies untold, and an inheritance to our
posterity of inextinguishable and demon-
like hatred, toward our Northern neighbors.
We are to en outage the Federal Govern
ment in such work as this. The case is a
clear one. No course of conduct could
have been pursued by yon, better calcula-
ted to inflame the temper and spirit of your
Southern brethren, and to increase the mad-
ness of the phrenzied North, and therefore
your Resolutions are highly incendiary:
nothing that you could have done would
nave been more hostile to the genius of
our Presbyterian system, as you attempt to
bind our consciences when God alon-3 is
Lord of the conscience ; and when you en-
join upon us to “strengthen, uphold, and
encourage the Federal Government,” it
-teems to me you have been singularly in-
genuous in the adoption of words, of all
.thers, best adapted to hurl upon us insult
he most intolerable and gross, aud to strike

k with the utmost horror every devout Cbr.s-

lian mind. I, therefore, though “little
among the thousands of our Southern
Israel,’ lift my bumble yet unfaltering
voice, and take you ami all men to record
this day, that in the strife thus thrust upon
us, the Southern wing of this renowned old
church of God, is free from the guilt which

been incurred, and in the matter of i
schism which now seems inevitable, we stand !
before God, and our country, and the world, !
with clean hands and pure hearts. We i
have not uttered a word of discontent with j
the Church of uur fathers, we have striven !
to keep out of the Assembly the discussion
of every topic connected with the slavery
question. We have co operated with our
brethren of the North in all the great en-
terprises of benevolence which belonged in
common to the whole church ; nor nave we,
up to this unhappy session of the Assem-
bly, been able to see how there must neces-
sarily be of the church, simply
from a division of the National Govern-
ment. We should have been content to
continue our association unbroken forever,
had nothing transpired to rnar our pence,
beyond the political dismemberment of our

country. But no sooner were the war mea-
sures of the Washington Dynasty succeeded
by the maddened rush of Northern men of
all parties, and of all churches to the sup-
port and encouragement of our Northern
oppressors, than the truth broke in upon us
at once that most probably the days of our
ecclesiastical union was numbered. And
now the most wavering among us must be
constrained to admit, that the last ray of
hope for the continuance of our church
union has been blotted out by the Pream-
ble and Resolutions originated by you, in
the late General Assembly.”

With great respect,
I am yours &c.,

Jno. N Waddell.
La Grange.., Term.. June ISGI.

MINISTERIAL AND RELIGIOUS.

Colportage.—At a meeting of the Col-
portage Board of the Baptist Association
of Virginia, held in Richmond July 4;h, in-
teresting reports were read from their col-
porteurs in the various camps, all testifying
to the kindness with which the soldiers re-
ceive them, and their earnestly expressed
wishes for Testaments ana Tracts.

van of the enemy, consisting of an entire
company of Pennsylvanians; a sharp firing
was kept up for an hour and a half between
the main bodies, with a loss to the enemy
estimated at the minimum of 67 killed, 85
wounded, and 53 prisoners; when the firing
ceased, and Col. Jackson fell back slowly
to a stronger position nearer Martinsburg*
with a loss on his aide of three killed and
five wounded.

Tuesday evening Gen. Johnston, with all
I the forces stationed in and around Winches-

-1 ter, marched to his aid, and took a position
at Darksville, seven miles this side of Mar-
tin sburg.

JVashingfon, July 6.—Gen. Patterson’s
whole force is at Martinsburg. The Fede-
ral pickets had fired at each other, and ten
of their men were killed.

Gen. McClellan was reported within two
days’ march of Martinsburg.

July 7.—Gen. Johnston has resumed hia
original position at Winchester. This place
is the commanding strategic point of all that
country, lie moved forward from it to
meet Patterson, but that General fell back
into Martinsburg, to await reinforcements.
Having the protection of the town as a for-
tification, and its women and children as a
shield, he lies secure. "Johnston, with hs
far inferior force, did not feel justified in
attacking, and Winchester being the com-
mon converging point of several roads, he
has felt bound to fall back upon that town,
lest McClellan or some other enemy might
get into his rear.

Testaments for Soldiers.—There are
no Testaments of a convenient size for
pocket or knapsack to be had in the book-
stores, but almost every Christian family
has copies, not belonging to any one par-
ticularly, and but little worn.

The N. C. Presbyterian suggested, that
immediate search be made in every house
lor these precious, and now priceless treas-
ures, and that such copies as may be found
be promptly sent to their office. They gladly
engaged to see them placed in the hands of
our brave defenders, and to return to their
owners such copies as may not be needed.

They obtained 25 Testaments in a few
days, and heard that in Raleigh, the sugges-
tion had had a good effect also—quite a
large number being sent in. Can we not
act upon this plan here, and in some degree
supply the demand, until our new edition
can be published? Any Oop'ies left at the
office of the Central Presbyterian, will be
promptly forwarded to the soldieis.

Our Southern Church.—l).*. Waddell
says in his recent letter to Dr. Spring:

“We shall make no‘lluurish ol trumpets’
in our humble enterprise. Wo shall quietly
elect Commissioners to a Southern General
Assembly next Spring, and affectionately
take leave of you with the scriptural appeal,
“Let there be no strife between us; for we
be brethren.” And without a word of re-
proach, or unkindness, or any exaction cf
you that shall be deemed unreasonable or
unjust, we shall summon our Churches,leav-
ing out for the present, tlio subjugated and
neutral States, more than one thousand in
number, our ministers to the number of
seven or eight hundred, and our noble army
of Southern Presbyterian members, a mighty
host of 75 or 100 000, with the wealth of
God’s people which nas for, lo! these many
years, been kept back because of their un-
willingness to contribute to even a good
cause on account of agencies distasteful to
them, and which will be freely poured into
the treasury of the Lora’s house, and above
all with an humble prayer for, and a strong
confidence in, the indispensable blessing of
God’s favor upon us, we shall, with cheer-
ful hearts, go forward in our chosen career.”

From Alabama.—A minister writes,
“ So far as t am informed, we are ready for
a prompt repudiation of the action of the
General Assembly. Mr. Baker’s misrepre-
sentation of the Southern church meets
with universal condemnation. Give our
Presbyteries time, and I promise }Ou they
will provide the money to send Commission-
ers to Timbuctoo, if that should be the
place of meeting, Mr. Baker, that ‘ embar-
rassed brother’ notwithstanding. It was
too bad, that we should be thus maligned,
defamed, misrepresented, caricatured, and
rendered generally ridiculous by that ‘young
brother.’

A rumor prevailed in Richmond on Mon-
day, that the blockading steamer Brooklyn,
at the mouth of the Mississippi, had fallen
iuto the hands of our friends in that quarter.

Beverly Tucker, Esq., late Consul of the
United States, at the port of Liverpool, ar-
rived in this city on the 7th, with dispatches
for President Davis. He speaks encourag-
ingly of an early recognition of the South-
ern Confederacy by the government of Great
Britain.

Intelligence from Aquia Creek, via Fred-
ericksburg, states that on the 7th the Fede-
ral steamer Pocahontas tired seven shots at
the Confederate steamer George Page. The
Tennessee battery returned the tire—firing
five shots only. All fell short on both sides.
Nobody hurt.

Col. Dreux, of Louisiana. —The gal-

We sympathise deeply with the sufferings
of the OKI Dominion, and pray for her all
the time. Thousands are ready to go to
her aid. Preachers and people are drilling
night and day.”
Kentucky Presbyterians.— The Louis-

ville I>;esbyleriun Herald states that the
feeling among the Old School chinches of
Kentucky, is decidedly against the propriety
of the Assembly taking action in support of
the Lincoln war policy, “but nobody pro-
poses to divide the church on account of it.”

Chaplains —The Tennessee regiments
under toe laws of that State, elect their own
chaplains. The Due West Telescope thinks
that the adoption of this rule by the Con-
federate States would be an improvement
upon the usage of the United States, which
vests the appointment of chaplains in the
government.

The Rev. Dr. Tyng has become the sole
proprietor and manager of the Protestant
Churchman.

VIRGINIA AND N. CAROLINA.

Battle Near WilliatnspDrt.—On Mon-
day, J uly Ist, the Fed ral torces under com-
mand of Gen. Cadwalader, numbering 15,-
uuu, rrosseu me .roromac river n uiiaius-

port ford, and advanced in the direction of
Martinsburg.

On Tuesday the Yankee forces, while ap-
proaching Martinsburg, were met by Col.
Jackson’s advance, consisting of a portion
of Col. Harper’s Regiment from Augusta
county, about 700 strong, and a squadron of
cavalry under Col. Stewart. The Federal
forces, excepting Sherman’s boasted batte-
ry, occupied a forest. The Confederate
troops advanced, under the protection of a
rail fence, to within three hundred yards of
the enemy. Col. Stewart, with Capt. Pat
rick’s company of Cavalry, from Augusta,
opened the engagement by capturing the

lant Lieut. Col. Dreux, of Louisiana, was
killed by a shot from the enemy, while scout-
ing within two or three mjes of Newport
News about day-break last Friday morning.
One of his men, a member of the Shreve-
port Greys named Hackett, was also killed.
Col. D., was a gentleman of great worth
and popularity, and his death will produce
a profound sensation in New Orleans. His
remains are to be sent there for interment.

Captain Dick Ashby, of the Fauquier
Troop, who made such a gallant fight near
Romney a few days ago, has died of lock-
jaw. This intelligence will be received with
universal regret.

Lieut. Robert McCnESNEY,of the Rock-
bridge cavalry, was killed on Saturday last,
by the enemy, near Rollsburg, Preston Co.,
|on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. On
Saturday morning he was placed in com-

; mand of a scouting parly of ten men, and,
| unfortunately, was surprised by a parly of

: the enemy, numbering about a hundred
men, who were in ambush on the side of the
road. The enemy waited until McChesney
anti h is men had passed them, and then
fired upon their rear, without doing any ex-
ecution ; McChesney immediately ordered
his men to wheel and fire, which they did
promptly, but they were immediately sur-

-1rounded and had to cut their way through.
McChesney and his horse were both killed,

.and two of his men wounded.
From Fairfax G. H,, July 3 —All quiet

here. Numberless reports of advance of
enemy. Troops enthusiastic, and eager for
the fray. No news from Winchester or Mar-
fciiisburg. Messrs. Keitt, Clingman and

| Boyce have arrived and are in service,
Mathias’ Point.—lnformation has reach-

•?d Washington (says the Baltimore Sun)
i that the Confederates have mounted breast-

I works at Mathias’ Point, with a battery of
I two rifled guns, which are supported with

i a force of 1 600 infantry and cavalry.
Gov. Letcher has made the following

appointments lo posts in the Provisional Ar-
my of Virginia: Francis H. Smith, Colonel
of Artillery; Thus. L. Preston, Lieut. Col.
of do.; Stapleton Crutchfield, Major of do.;
Thos. 11. Williamson, Lieut. Colonel of En-
gineers.
The ConfederateStates Subscription.

lhe bonds and stocks of (he Confederate
Slates subscribed for in South Carolina,
Georgia and Alabama, have been forward-
ed. Florida, Mississippi and Louisiana will
be supplied during the present week.

Virginia is subscribing liberally every
day. The Farmers Bank has taken $300,-
000—Bank of the Commonwealth $ 100.000.

The ladies of Petersburg, on Saturday
last, dispatched seven large boxes, filled
with needful contributions, to the soldiers
at Yorktowri. They had previously made
generous responses to appeals from Ports-
mouth, Culpeper C. H., and other places.

The Traitor’s Legislature,—ll'hetl-
ihg, July 3. The Legislature of Virginia
organized here yesterday. Lieut. Governor
Hayley took the chair in the Senate and
Daniel Frost, of Jackson county, was elected
Speaker of the House. Guv. Pierpont’s
message was sent to both houses last night,
t gelher with a document from Washington
officially recognizing the new Government.

Twenty-seven thousand dollars in specie,
belonging to the State, was seized and
brought here lust night, by order of the
Governor, from the Exchange Bank, ut
Weston.

Catching Every Breeze—-A corres-
pondent from the North-west writes ns “that
from all I have seen and heard, I think the
majority of native Virginians are loyal; the
disaffection and treason exists chiefly among
those who have come from the Northern
States. Add to these, that element among
every people, a party, who have a leaning
to the stronger side, who are frightened by
the presence of an invading foe, but who
'Vill return to their allegiance, when they
are sure of protection, and you will see our
cause is not as bad as first supposed. A
genuine specimen of this oscillating charac-
ter, we found in the person of ‘m ne host’
in one of these counties, who, to a weary,
loyal traveller approaching from the E ist
presented the cheering sign ‘Jeff Davis’
Hotelwhilst to the traitor from the West,
the same sign rejoiced in the name of the
•United States Hotel.’”

Death of the Governor of N. Caro-
lina.—The sad intelligence of fhe death of
Gov. Ellis, of North Carolina, at the Red
Sulphur Springs, in this State, on Sunday
last, has reached our city. The event was
not unanticipated, but cannot, nevertheless,
be regarded aa less than a public calamity,
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