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JOHN HOWIE OF LOCHGOIN: HIS FOREBEARS
AND HIS WORKS.

Throughout Scotland and beyond it, John Howie has

been a power for good for more than a century. Strictly

speaking, he ought to be described as John Howie in Loch-

goin, not of Lochgoin, as he was merely the tenant, not the

owner
;
but the Howie family have occupied that moor-land

farm for so many generations that they are constantly and

naturally spoken of as the Howies of Lochgoin; and of

the many Johns in that family the author of The Scots

Worthies is preeminently known as John Howie of Loch-

goin.

There is no certainty as to the precise year, not even as

to the precise century, in which the Howie’s first went to

Lochgoin; nor is there any certainty as to the district or

country from which they came. The origin of the Howies,

indeed, like that of many of the oldest landed Scottish fam-

ilies, is lost in the haze of antiquity.

In one passage, the author of The Scots Worthies thus

refers to the origin of his family

:

“Our house had been very ancient in suffering for relig-

ion; (some have said that our first progenitors in this land

fled from the French persecution in the 9th century).”^

It will be noticed that he does not vouch for the truth of

^Memoirs, 1796, p. 153.
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lows the thought of the Preacher through the stages of the argument.

At a crucial point, however, there will be dissent, namely in the author’s

interpretation of the conclusion at which the Preacher ever arrives

(2:24; 3:12, 13; 3:22; 5:18; 8:15; 9:7-9). Here is stated the Preach-

er’s philosophy of life. According to the author’s exposition the He-
brew sage finds no good in life beyond mere animal joy. But does not

the wise man allude to a larger reward than that? Surely he has more
in mind. He does not mention eating and drinking only; but he con-

stantly directs men to find enjoyment in work and to make the soul,

which includes the mental powers, get good; he observes that a season

has been appointed for spiritual as well as physical activities (3:1-11) ;

and he places domestic affection, we believe, among the joys in which

man should find solace and reward (9:9).

Professor Barton puts his Babylonian studies to good use. He brings

forward from ancient Semitic literature the conclusive evidence that

renders it entirely unnecessary to suppose the Preacher to have been

dependent upon Greek thought. The Hebrew sage discerns the same
lessons in human experience that Semites had seen before his time and
long before the rise of Greek philosophy.

The author allows himself considerable license in the matter of

orthography. The opinion of Dean Plumptre is constantly cited through-

out the volume, and invariably his name appears as Plumtre. The ver-

sion of Theodotion is allotted a section of the book
;
and in the caption,

the text of the paragraph, the index, and the list of abbreviations, the

name is printed Theodotian. Whenever Professor Margoliouth is men-
tioned his name is enlarged to Margouliouth, and on p. 53

Professor D. S. Margoliouth is confounded with the Reverend G. Mar-
gouliouth. In the titles of German works in which the name of Salomo
occurs, the form Solomo is tolerated.

Princeton. John D. Da\hs.

The Religion of the Post-Exilic Prophets. By W. H. Bennett,

Litt.D., D.D., Professor of Old Testament Exegesis, New College

and Hackney College, London. Sometime Fellow of St. John’s

College, Cambridge. (The Literature and Religion of Israel. Edited

by James Hastings, D.D.) Edinburgh : T. & T. Clark. 1907.

Imported by Charles Scribner’s Sons. Pp. 396. $2.00 net.

The contents of this volume are largely biblico-theological. The
first section, of 130 pages, is devoted to the isagogical problems con-

nected with the post-exilic prophets and to a religious appreciation of

the work of these prophets, individually considered. Post-exilic is taken

in the sense of after the beginning of the exile, so that Ezekiel is in-

cluded. The book opens with a brief sketch of the religion of Israel at

the beginning of this period, in which the general positions of the Graf-

Wellhausen school are adopted and the main elements entering into

them succinctly and lucidly stated. In regard to the literary questions the

following are the most outstanding points in the author’s conclusions;
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Ezekiel is recognized, in spite of the recent proposals of Zunz, Seinecke,,

Geiger, Vernes and Havet, as still one of the fixed points of Old Testa-

ment criticism, and a genuinely exilic product. The sections in the

book of Isaiah, usually designated Deutero-and-Trito-Isaiah, are dis-

cussed separately, the former being assigned to the exile, the latter to

the time of Malachi-Ezra-Nehemiah, because the situation is judged to

be the same. Only it is held that the Trito-Isaianic chapters are not

connected portions of a single work, nor homogeneous in tone and spirit.

Even apart from editorial additions they are not the work of one au-

thor, but composite. On page 103, where reference is made to the view

that these chapters reflect preexilic conditions, the work of A. Rutgers,

De Echtheid van het Tweede Gedeelte van Jesaja, 1866, might have

been named. A special chapter deals with the Servant-of-Yahveh pas-

sages
;
the author formulates his conclusions to the effect that “the bal-

ance of evidence and the weight of authority seem to indicate that

these passages are an exilic work written by some one other than the

writer of the text of Isaiah xl-lv, and that the Servant is Israel. The
difficulty which arises on this view in regard to Chap, xlix, 6, where

the Servant’s mission is represented as in part a mission to Israel, is

scarcely met by paraphrasing the statement in question, “the nation

is (not merely) elect for its own sake.” Among the anonymous pro-

phecies of the exile are named Is. xiii. i-xiv. 23; Jer. 1.. li., and Zech.

ii. 6-13. Of Zechariah’s book, Dr. Bennett t^kes the current view which

assigns only Chap, i-viii to the prophet and places ix-xiv in the Greek

period. The hypothesis of Kosters in regard to the unhistorical char-

acter of the return from Babylon under Cyrus is rejected, and the old

view adhered to. Here reference might well have been made to the

careful and illuminating discussion of Dr. Boyd in the Presbyterian and

Reformed Review for 1900. The view is adopted that originally in

Zech. vi, 12, Zerubbabel’s name stood side by side with Joshua’s, and

was erased by a later hand to glorify the ecclesiastic at the expense of

the civil head of the community. Of the three views concerning the

exact date of Malachi’s activity that is favored which makes him pre-

pare the way for the reforms of Ezra and Nehemiah, rather than co-

operate with them or carry on their work after the final departure

of Nehemiah. The discussion of the Greek period comprises Joel,

Zechariah ix-xiv, Jonah and Is. xxiv-xxvii. As to the unity or duality

of the authorship of Zech. ix-xi, and xii-xiv. Dr. Bennett is non-com-

mittal. Only a passing reference is made in a foot-note on page 130

to the burning question of the redaction or interpolation of the ear-

lier prophetic writings in this period, although in the later pages of

the work, where the development of doctrine is discussed, the hypothesis

of such a redaction is accepted, but not carried to the extent of elimi-

nating with Volz all the Messianic elements from the preexilic period.

The biblico-theological discussion consists of thirteen chapters on the

nature and attributes of God; God and the World, Nature; God and

Man, the Gentiles; God and Israel; Revelation, Nature of Man; The
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Normal Religious Life; Righteousness and Sin; Rewards and Punish-

ments
;
Atonement and Final Reprobation

;
The Future of Israel and

the World; The Kingdom of God; The Messiah; The Individual after

Death. As may be surmised from these headings, what is given here

is a complete theology of the Old Testament; at least, of the prophetic

teaching as a whole, rather than an exposition of the teaching of the

post-exilic prophets only. We have here one more demonstration of the

impossibility of giving an intelligible account of the theology of a seg-

ment of the course of revelation by itself. In every chapter, in connec-

tion with every topic, we learn practically as much concerning the ear-

lier development as concerning that stage with which the book properly

deals. In itself this is no disadvantage but in a series planned with

reference to periods, it must involve needless repetition. One thing,

however, can be fairly asked, viz. : that in a work of this kind the indi-

vidual and new aspects of the teaching of the several organs of reve-

lation shall not be lost sight of for the effort to place their teaching in

the light of common prophetic doctrine. We are not sure that Dr. Ben-

nett has entirely escaped this danger. Especially from his own stand-

point, which does not involve the absolute agreement of all Scripture,

he seems to us to combine too easily statements of the several prophets

so as to make out of them a sort of consensus or analogia fidei. One
might ask whether, apart from the strict theory of inspiration, with its

assumption of the unity of all Scripture teaching in the mind of God,

the auctor primarius, such a combination had any real existence in a

concrete consciousness. On the whole, however, the author’s treatment

of the whole range of teaching has many excellent qualities. It is al-

ways clear and instructive, and even where it leans to the modern
hypothesis, remains free from the ultra-doctrinaire excrescences of the

latter; e. g., in its refusal to consider the prophets on account of the

demand of conversion, as thorough-going Pelagians (p. 274). There

are, of course, many points to which expert readers will take exception.

For instance, we must differ from the view expressed on p. 161, that

the ascription of holiness to the deity is a later development than

its ascription to the entourage of the deity. An exaggeration is the

statement on p. 194 that in the description of Israel as it will exist in

the ideal future, the holy nation “attains to divine attributes, it shares

the eternity of Yahweh. We might almost say, to use the Nicene ter-

minology, that Israel becomes of one substance with God.” In discuss-

ing the mode of prophetic revelation on p. 215, Dr. Bennett correctly

emphasizes that the prophets had an absolute conviction of receiving

communications from God, but then proceeds to compare this convic-

tion to the reliance of the modern preacher or hymn-writer on the inner

life or guidance of the Spirit. Is it true, that the psychology of the

prophets did not distinguish between the sensation caused by a voice

from without and the impression due to the operation of a spiritual

influence on the soul? Or was it at all necessary to the recognition of

both modes of revelation as equally authoritative, that the distinction

between them should not have entered into their consciousness?
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The clause, “He declareth unto man what is his thought”, of Amos
iv. 13, is explained on p. 160 of the thought of man, and quoted to

illustrate the divine omniscience
;
and on p. 200 of God’s thought, to

illustrate the divine self-communication. On p. 114, Antiochus III

should be Artaxerxes III.

A fairly representative list of literature and index of subjects, and

index of Scripture passages, are appended.

Princeton. Geerhardus Vos.

St. Paul’s Epistles to the Thessalonians. The Greek text, with

Introduction and Notes by George Milligan, D.D., Minister of

Caputh, Perthshire. Macmillan & Co., Limited, St. Martin’s Street,

London (The Macmillan Company, New York). 1908. Pp. cix,

195. $2.60 net.

Up to the closing years of the nineteenth century, the Greek language

of the New Testament period was studied almost exclusively in literary

sources. Within the past fifteen years, however, the rubbish-heaps and

mummy-cases of Egypt have yielded a great mass of private documents

of all sorts, such as receipts, petitions, contracts, and private letters,

which furnish excellent material for a study of the language of every-

day life. Increased attention has also been devoted to the inscriptions,

which, unlike the papyri, are found not in Egypt alone, but in all parts

of the Greek world. These new materials have not been allowed to re-

main unused; they have been made accessible by many carefully-edited

series of publications; and the lexicographers and grammarians have

already begun to study their significance for linguistic science. More-

over, Deissman, J. H. Moulton and others have addressed themselves

to the special task of showing the significance of the new discoveries

for the study of the language of the New Testament. But Milligan is

the first to make systematic use of the new materials in the exegesis

of a continuous portion of the New Testament, and therein consists

the chief significance of the commentary now before us.

The index on pp. 183-191, containing a list of the numerous publica-

tions of inscriptions and papyri that have been used, with the passages

cited, will itself convey some impression of the diligence that the author

has devoted to his task, and this impression is confirmed by a detailed

study of the commentary. By the frequent references to papyri and in-

scriptions—at least three or four almost on every page—Milligan’s com-

mentary becomes at any rate something quite new
;

it is materially dif-

ferent from any exegetical work that has preceded it. But the author’s

study of the papyri and inscriptions has by no means made him neglect-

ful of other material for illustration. Parallels from Greek literature

are not ignored, and especially the Old Testament and later Jewish writ-

ings are estimated at their true worth as aids to the exegesis of the

epistles. In general, the moderation with which Milligan applies the

new methods to the liguistic study of the New Testament is worthy




