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I.

THE FUTURE OF CALVINISM.*

THE year 1892 was a year of great importance for the Reformed

Churches of the Netherlands. Two influential groups of

Churches, both originating in a secession from the Established

Church, the one in 1834, the other in 1886, were, after long nego-

tiations, brought together, and in June of that year held their

“ First General Synod of the Reformed Churches in the Nether-

lands.” For various reasons this event has excited considerable

interest. It was something unforeseen and unexpected. Both

groups, to be sure, were one in their confession and form of gov-

ernment, and both shared the conviction that a Reformed Christian

was in duty bound to his Bible and his confession to break with

the Established Church. Still, concerning “ the method of refor-

mation,” i. e., the manner in which this breach ought to be brought

about, there existed an appreciable difference of opinion. This

difference in method gave rise to the different attitudes which the

two sides assumed in relation to the property of the Established

Church and the civil authorities. The Christian Reformed Church,

originating in the secession of 1834, had gradually come to con-

sider itself as an entirely new Church, and as having broken off all

connection with both the governing bodies and the individual

members of the establishment. Consequently it raised no claim in

the civil courts to retain or recover the property of the Estab-

lished Church, and presented itself to the civil authorities as a

new and different organization. On the other hand, the so-called

* [Our readers are indebted to Prof. G. Vos, Ph.D., D.D., of Princeton Semi-
nary, for the translation of Dr. Bavinck’s paper.

—

Editors.]
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chaps, xii-xiv also some time before the exile. The Book of Jonah, he thinks,

was composed, on the basis of certain facts as a nucleus, after the destruc-

tion of Xineveh. The Book of Daniel is a Haggadic enlargement from a

substratum of fact, and was published B.C. 168-164. Job he dates in the

time of Jeremiah. The Book of Ecclesiastes reflects, he thinks, the Saddu-
ctean view of the period of Hyrcanus (B.C. 135-105). The book is well

printed and provided with a good Index.

Chicago. Edwin Cone Bissell.

III.—BIBLICAL THEOLOGY.
Old Testament Theology. By Dr. Hermann Schultz. Translated

from the Fourth German Edition by the Rev. J. A. Paterson. M.A.,
Oxon. Edinburgh : T. & T. Clark, 1S92. 2 vols., 4to, pp. 438, 450.

In his Preface the translator introduces this work to the English-speaking

public with the remark that Schultz is thought by many to have “ succeeded

in discovering the via media between the positions of Biblical scholars like

Delitzsch on the one hand and Stade on the other.” This statement may be

applicable to the first edition of the original, which appeared in 1S69 ; but we
do not see on what grounds it is made to apply to the later forms which the

work has assumed from the second edition onward, or to the form in which

the translation now offers it. Already in the second edition, Schultz had

become a convert to the Grafian view of the late origin of the so-called

priestly sections of the Pentateuch
;
whereas, before, his critical views had

closely resembled Ewald’s, with a leaning here and there to greater conserva-

tism. As far, therefore, as principles of historical criticism are concerned,

this Old Testament Theology does not follow a via media at all, but belongs

to the advanced school. With equal right one might assign an intermediate

position to Kuenen, because he does not go the length of Stade and Vernes.

There is a difference of course in this respect, that Kuenen is more consist-

ent than Schultz in applying the principles of his criticism. To Kuenen the

phenomena of the Old Testament, being viewed from the standpoint of evo-

lution, appear in a constant flux ; and thus, all unity of doctrine being pre-

cluded, there is no longer any place for Old Testament theology. Schultz

on the other hand maintains that there is a certain unity. A careful reader

will soon observe, however, that this unity is not scientifically evolved from

the facts, but rather imposed upon them from an external source. It is the

dualism between a naturalistic treatment and a quasi-supernaturalistic

appreciation of Biblical phenomena, that meets us here at every step. The
development of Israel's religion is throughout discussed with the utmost

freedom, as something human and subjective
;
and on reading the discussion,

we would not ascribe to the author any other than the naturalistic view.

But all at once, and apparently unconnected with these premises, the idea of

revelation is introduced. It is obvious that revelation, so conceived of, must

be a process forever inaccessible to inference or proof. The apparent con-

servatism of Schultz's work, therefore, is something accessory, not being due

to what he obtains from a careful review of the facts in accordance with his

own critical canons, but largely to certain philosophical ideas imported from

without. And it is certainly not unfair to ask on which side the influence

of a work will lie, in which two such discordant elements are combined.

Xeo-Kantianism is sure to pass by as one of the many phases of speculation.

But those who do not care for any philosophic hypothesis, and simply ask for

historical facts and conclusions (and there will be many of this class among
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English and American readers), are sure, on taking this book as a guide, to

frame a less conservative view of the Old Testament than Prof. Paterson is

crediting Schultz with.

While unable to form another estimate of the tendency of the book as

a whole, we are not blind to its many excellent qualities in other respects.

The author possesses in a high degree the faculty of clear representa-

tion and effective grouping. A wealth of material is collected and pre-

sented here, which fully deserves consideration. There is a wholesome
warning on some points against the excesses of the most advanced criticism.

The translation also is excellent, and the division of the original into two vol-

umes agrees with the twofold character of the contents.

In the first edition Schultz had divided the material into the three periods

of Mosaism, Prophetism and Levitism. Later, when changing his views in

the direction above indicated, he also had to abandon the separate treatment

of the Mosaic period. The Levitical period (450-140 B.C.) having been

treated from the outset as an appendix, the main body of the book was now
concerned with the Mosaic-prophetic religion, without further distinction as

to periods. This, while avoiding many repetitions, obscured to a great

extent the historical development of the religious ideas. To supply this

deficiency, the author now first gives a historical sketch of the development

of religion and morals in Israel down to the founding of the Asmongean
state. This, together with the Introduction, fills the first volume. With
other histories of the religion of Israel of the same type, it shares the defect

of substituting for the plastic, living personalities of the Bible mere shadowy
and elusive figures. All this is owing, of course, to the critical estimate of

the sources. Everything relating to the pre-Mosaic period is of either a

mythical or a legendary character. Even for the post-Mosaic times traces

of legend are to be detected. Consequently a character like that of Moses,

for instance, is drawn with lines so indistinct that one begins to ask in

despair, whether from the modern premises any history of Israel’s religion

prior to the prophetic times is possible. The second volume is much more
satisfactory from the point of view of definiteness. It treats successively of

“ The Consciousness of Salvation,” “ The Religious View of the World,”

and “ The Hope of the Prophetic Period.” The idea of the Covenant is

justly restored to its position of importance as the central idea of the con-

sciousness of salvation.

We end by saying that we wish to be classified with those readers of whom
the author says in the Preface to the first German edition, that they can

utilize his material only after having once more thrown it into its former

confusion.

Princeton. G. Vos.

Old Testament Theology
; or, The History of Hebrew Religion

from the Year 800 B.C. From 800 B.C. to Josiah 640 B.C. By
Archibald Duff, M.A., LL.D., Professor of Old Testament Theology

in the Yorkshire United Independent College, Bradford. London and
Edinburgh: A. & C. Black. Pp. xvi, 343.

This book is a brilliant failure. It is one of the latest of those clever

hut futile attempts to make the pyramid of Old Testament history stand

on its apex, by assuming that the Pentateuch is later than the prophets,

and that the religion of Israel was a development through the intellectual

gropings, experiments, successes, failures and contradictions of a series of

prophets, beginning with Amos, the earliest “writing prophet,” in the

eighth century B.C., at least five hundred years later than the sacred Scrip-




