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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE,

Despite our foars of hoat and swift cur-
rents, we arrivel here
March,
you know, 15 a lomg  parrow boat and Very

ri-'t'l']}' the First of
Our steamer, the Ko s Flelees,as

bricky, givento wpsellis at the least provo
cation; her boilees are old, her decks rot-
ten,her cabing wmall and dirty and as usual
with State steamers her sxfdne abominahie,

We had left Luebo about an hour when the
Captain ran us into the Dushes growing a-
long the side of the river scraping one sida
of the steamer from stem to sLern, carrying
away the big monkey we were taking tu a
friend,and which was tic] to the rail, T bz
Captain mnoceotly asked us i we wished
We declined.,
Then he ran over to the other hank and
serubbed the right side of Lhe steamer with
the bushes along thatbank. We presume it
served the purpose of “washing down” the

steamer  but it was o severe trial on {he

him to stop [or the monkey!

nerves of the passengers,  Another time (]e
Captain lost conlrol of the steamer and we
loated sidewise zteamed backwards and fop

anhosr or mere wenl everyway but the right

way, "-.'[rm . snyder and Anna, kepl quite
well despile these adverse circumstances and
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bj’ the the providence of God we reached
Leopaldville safe and well, A larga steamer
belonging to the Dutch Trading Co. com-
ing over the same route two days behind us
was overmirned by the swift curreent result-
g in the complete loss of the steamer and
a rich cargo of rubber besides the loss of
some of the crew,

Arriving at Leo, we fonnd Mr, Vass sick
and in bed with fever; he had worked too
hardd at recanstracting our sleamet,

How proud we felt when we (irst saw the
8. V. Lagtley loating, no lenger an aching
desiry, no longer an imaginary thiog; but a
reality  a livings, moving steamer all our
uur owr! What emotions swayved us as
we thought of her future, of her possibilivies

for carrrying the hlesed gospel of love and -

peice tothe thousands of malicious and hos-
lile Da-sanje people who inhabit the river
banks for miles and milzs, of the food and
good cheer she would convey Lo the mission-
ares, of the influence for good that she will
exert over all and the blessings that will Le
proured out upon the dear children at home
who gave the steamer for this worlk!

March had scarcely blown its dayvs away
when we  neticed with apprehenaion that
bioth baby Annaand Mrs. Su}-ﬂu: were {ast
What
ascvers wrench this was I leave to your im-

failing in health and must go home,

gination,

The pospects for o Convention in May are
not at all bright; bt of this and of my vis-
it to the Governor | hope to write in another
letter,

W rejoice greatly over the propress of
tne work at Luebo and  Thany and  our sin-
ceres desire 18 (at the church at home may
kiaw it as we do, B,

Leopoldville April 3o 1901
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—STEAMER NOTES.—

Py REV. L. T VASS:

HI “Fapsfey” is the first, and at Pres-
T ent the only American steamer on Lthe

Congo. Her pert of entry is Tichmoaond
Va, U, 5. A, where she was constructed,

The “fapsiey” cardies a crew of tiventy-
eiaht men besides the Caplain. They uare
for the following work,fifteen woul choppeers,
three firemen, one (oast Man A8 EMgieer
two boys as oilers, two whegl mmer, 2wo
leadsmen, two calin boys ad last bul noct

least a cook,

During our trip Lo Lueho the anzines
broke down, But in Congo we always an-

and

ticipate such accidents carry quitc &
sy of tools and materials. Aller one
day's hard wors we were patched up well
enough to continue the voyage.

Mrs, Snydoer and Mrs Aallet were the aret
ladivs Lo travel on the “Zapsfep’ The oc-
casion was a pleasure trip from Leopeldville
to Brazzaville, which place is zbout eight
miles from Leo. on the opposite side of the
river, in French territory. After railing al
the Castom-house at Kmehassa for the nec-
cssarfy nermit to cross to the Ieench side,we
steamed over to the Dutch Factory” Here
we enjoyes o pleasant evening, walloing
through the beautiful mango lined boule-
vards. Mrs, Snyider and baby Anna riding
in a jinrickishea.

Mr. Gireshoff,the penizl bead of the Com-
pany served a delightfultea in his Landeome
private olice.

The weather was delighsful and the =ail
excelient. Fwver one proncunzed the

boat i =uccess.

From Lenpoldyille to Lucho is about nine
handrel miles. In oreaveling this distance
four or live twibes of people are mat, each
speaking a different language, They,how-
ever kiiow a little of & common trade lan.,
suage,and one can make them understand
what you wish 1o buy, When possible. we
hold services for them, many cous, others
srand far away and watch to see what wu
will rley, Lk is hoped thal. these ser¥ices,
lietle of whizh iz anderstaod by them, may
open the way for more direct worle when the
npportunity i atforded o new laborers,who
cant o and live amongst them and leamn
thelr langaage.  The songs scem Lo atiract
Lhem wery mic. Their singing is all se
different, consiating only cf monoienons rep-
ititions of 4 few strains always oo mnu
key.

W lake this noesginn to publicly thank
the Congo Stakte authorities at Laopnidville
for many favors shown us while reconsiruct-
Ing e stcamur. Monsivur Costetr 3.:15,11‘;-:;
Inspecior of the Stategave us every assist-
ance possible, and in many ways assisted us
gver difficulties that clherwise would have
reused miuch and serious delay.

Tne reception that the “Lapsdy” received
at Laeho wassimply srand, Never has such
2 crowd gathered here to welcome a sleam
er. Thers were [ully cooo nalives basides
all the white population.  Amidst the songs
of the children,the shouling of the men and
the firing of guas, the long looked for boat
ended her first trip up ke Kassal,

\r. and Mrs. Sheppard by ther preseswce
addad very nuch o the pleasure of the

CooAslan.
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