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The character of Wash.mgton,
emerging splendid from the dust
and tumult of those great con-
flicts in which he played the
leading part, has passed suc-
cessively into three media of
obscuration, from each of which
his figure, like the sun shin-
ing through vapors, has re-
ceived some disguise of shape
and color. First came the mist
of - mythology, in which we
discerned the new St. George,
serene, impeccable, moving |
through an orchard of ever-
blooming cherry - trees, grace- l
fully vanquishing dragons with

a touch, and sheddmg fra- l
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' who chose his ministers for their
vacuous compliancy. Wash-
ington was surrounded by men
of similar though not of equal
strength —Franklin, Hamilton,
Knox, Greene, the Adamses,
Jefferson, Madison. He stands
in history not as a lonely pin-
nacle like Mount Shasta, ele-
vated above the plain-

« By drastic lift of pent volcanic fires”;

but as the central summit of

a mountain range, with all his

‘noble fellowship of kindred

peaks about him, enhancing

his unquestioned supremacy by
. 6 .




bazeary GOOGle



Digitized by GOOS[G



Digitized by GOOS[G



bazeary GOOGlE



Digitized by GOOS[G






bazeary GOOGle



bazeary GOOGle



Digitized by GOOS[G



Digitized by GOOS[G



Digitized by GOOS[G



bazeary GOOGle



bazeary GOOGle



bazeary GOOGle






bazeary GOOGle



bazeary GOOGle



bazeary GOOGle



bazeary GOOGle






b

A S T B &, -1 GUAMWIA & e LT SRPAASTS o v

cepting it as thrown upon him
“by a kind of destiny,” he gave
himself body and soul to its ful-
filment, refusing all pay beyond
the mere discharge of his ex-
penses, of which he kept a strict
account, and asking no other
reward than the success of the
cause which he served.

“Ah, but he was a rich man,”
cries the carping critic; “he
could afford to do it.”” How
many rich men to-day avail
themselves of their opportu-
nity to indulge in this kind of
extravagance, toiling tremen-
dously without a salary, neg-

Iectxng their own estate for
27
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Many an unselfxsh patriot dies
prosperous. It is not the pos-
session of the dollar that cankers
the soul, it is the worship of it.
The true test of a man is this:
Has he labored for his own in-
terest, or for the general wel-
fare? Has he earned his money
fairly or unfairly? Does he
use it greedily or generously?
What does it mean to him, a
personal advantage over his
fellow-men, or a personal op-
portunity of serving them?
There are a hundred other
points in Washington’s career
in which the same supremacy
of character, magnanimity fo-
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then these men were rash to
the verge of recklessness. They
refused no peril, they withheld
no sacrifice, in the following of
their ideal.

I hear John Dickinson saying :
“It is not our duty to leave
wealth to our children, but it
is our duty to leave liberty to
them. We have counted the
cost of this contest, and we find
nothing so dreadful as volun-
tary slavery.” I see Samuel
Adams, impoverished, living
upon a pittance, hardly able to
provide a decent coat for his
back, rejecting with scorn the

offer of a profitable office,
- 51
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soldier’s sword. He yielded his
own opinions in regard to the
method of making the treaty
of peace with England, and
thereby imperilled for a time
his own prestige. He served as
president of Pennsylvania three
times, devoting all his salary
to public benefactions. His in-
fluence in the Constitutional
Convention was steadfast on
the side of union and harmony,
though in many things he dif-
fered from the prevailing party.
His voice was among those who

hailed Washington as the only
- 87
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mdid as much for thé final victoryw
of the American cause as any |
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Men tell us that to succeed
means to get money, because
with that all other good things
can be secured. Men tell us
that the one thing to do is to
promote and protect the par-
ticular trade, or industry, or

- corporation in which we have

 a share: the laws of trade will

work, out that survival of the
fittest which is the only real
righteousness, and if we survive
that will prove that we are fit.
Men tell us that all beyond this
is phantasy, dreaming, Sunday-
school politics : there is nothing
worth living for except to get
on in the world; and nothing at

63
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ington a brave and honest voice
which cries that our industrial
problems must be solved not in
the interest of capital, nor of
labor, but of the whole people.
We believe that the liberties
which the heroes of old won
with blood and sacrifice are ours
to keep with labor and service.

“All that our fathers wrought
With true prophetic thought,
Must be defended.”

No privilege that encroaches
upon those [liberties is to be
endured. No lawless disorder
that imperils them is to be sanc-
tioned. No class that disre-
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