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WOMAN'S INFLUENOE. 

(A paper read before the Young Woman's Chris tian As­
so?iation of the Presbyterian College, Chariotte, N. C., by 
MlSS Diaz, formerly a teacher in the Mexican Mission 
School, at Laredo, Texas, and now a student in the Presby­
terian Hospital, Charlotte. Published by request.) 

I consider it a great pleasur,e and a privilege to stand be­
fore you, not that I think myself worthy of being 'heard, but 
because I know I 'am before those who have an ambition and 
a longing as I have. We a,re not-alike in nationality, but 
we are al,ike in having longings, yearnings and strivings. 
W\e are 'alike because we profess the same faith. It is 
an honor to belong to such 'an association as this, for that 
letter" C" means a great deal. Means forgetfulness of self, 
faithfulness, patience and over all it means Christ likeness, 
which embraces all the virLues that exist. My poorly de­
scribed subject is: "Woman's Influence." 

Woman being an individual of the human race, exercises 
certain attraction by her manners, her education, her beauty 
or her ability in certain things. From the happy and 
smiling age of girlhood woman, or rather the girl with the 
attraction that characterizes her, draws toward her the 
brother, the playmate, and makes him obey her innocent pre­
cepts; as she grows t his attraction grows stronger. As God 
gave man more force, more vigor and more serenity, He gave 
woman the power of influence. The longing to act and to 
have others act as we do; the power that our deeds have over 
others; that which inclines us to imitate each obher is what 
we Lerm influence. This subtle fluid of our acts is carried 
from the magnificent palace to the most humble ,cabin, from 
a village to a country and from that t'hroughout the whole 
world. E verything created was so ordained by God that 
.without the action, therefore, or influence of one thing 
toward another we would not be as happy as to possess them. 
!The atoms and molecules that constitute matter are 
united by ~he influence of .cohesion; this influence is de­
stroyed by ano ther which has greater power over it and 
successively so with everything in nature. Things influence 
each other either to improve or destroy their natural condi­
tion. Man has something to influence · him to. This in­
fiuence invisible half bhe time, is due to woman. If we look 
back to the history of human race we ,can see the influence 
a woman had by the tiny act of taking a fI1uit. Satan came 
to her, not because she was the weakest, 'but because ·he 
knew she possessed the power 'of influence, and with her 
help he could accomplish his object. Eve innocent and 
anxious to make of her companion a God as Satan told her, 
made use of her gift. Woman inau'gurated her influence 
by a bad 'act, but later her seed brought forth the victory. 
Woman is the cohesion that unites humanity; she is the 
agent tbat moves millions of men that wander in uncertainty 
on our globe. To increase woman's influence she must be 
educated r eligiously and scientifically. Religiously, for hav­
ing bel' soul saturated in God's confidence, she will love her 
duties, sh e will listen and obey the voice of conscience. 
Scientifically because science develops our mental faculties, 
beautifies our thoughts and cultivates our speech. The child 
being a part of the woman ',s being, inherits her ignorance or 
her talent, her activity or her stupidity. I can now recall 
the words of one of our greatest men of the past ,century, he 
said: "Give me good mothers 'and I will give you good 
citizens." W,oman's duties are sacred, fo:r: she has to watch 
over her children from the moment Providence puts; them 
in her care. She is responsible for each of their acts. The 
first impressions of I1ight and wrong are received at home, 
and are with great difficulty or perhaps never forgotten. The 
youn a- babe finds in his mother his guardian angel and his 
example. There at home is where our influence begins, then 
at school and then everywhere. Education is necessary for 
the educated woman will be the fairy that will lead the 
brother, scholar or son to the altar of <knowledge. She will 
inspire the child with love for God, for country, for economy, 
and order, finally she will guide him in the path of progress. 
Seeina and knowing the importance of our influence we 
,should pay more attention to our actions and be more grate­
ful for our opportunities. 

Geneveva Diaz. 
May 5th, 1905. 

THE IDEAL SOOIETY. 

By Rev. Henry van Dyke, D. D. 

[No address 3Jt Ithe r.ecent New York Inter .... Chul1ch Con­
ference ()IU Federation received more general approv.al and 
was more enjoyed by the laudience t'han this of Dr. van 

Dyke's. ]jt had IaIll the fineness cxf 1iter.ary finish ,associated 
wutJh his writ ings, and at the same time went straight to the 
r:O{)lt of grea,t current evils ,in American life. Its piJeture of 
the ,ai,ml-ess life of the idJlre rich is drawn with relentless ac­
curacy. W.e are glad to il"eproduce the address in full.­
Editors.] 

T,he ideal society is the -true goal of all the ehurooes. The 
religi'on of Jesus propooes to eruch man, not a selfish sal va­
tion from deruth, hut a bl'Olvher.ly redemption to life; and 
th3Jt life is not soilitary but social, seeking th.e ,glory of God 
in 'ohe est3Jblishment of a heavenly commonwealth, in which 
all men Ish·all be useful, alll joyful, lall peruceful, aH devoted 
to God and to one ranother. The man who wants to b-e saved 
alone is on the way to be damned. No religion can really 
do anything for me which does not make me do something 
for you. A fedeI1rution cxf church1es without a social aim 
wou[d be a oonvo'cation of rtraitors to humanity and infidels 
to Ohrist. TbJ8 star of ,Christian hope is an ideal society 
for mankind in the world which now is, as well as in th3Jt · 
wlhich is to coone. 

When that geaJl is reach.ed ooth Ohurch and State will have 
completed their functions. There will be no more churches 
or preaehers, for -all will know th-e Lord froon the Least unto 
I!he gre3Jtest. There ril ,be no more COUllts or lawyers, for 
evei'y man will love his neighbor ,as himself. There will be 
no mOl1e police or rurmies, for war and violence will cease, 
land ,all men's good will be e8Jch man's goal. 

And universail pe8!Ce 
,Lie -like .a. shafot of light ,across rthe land 
And li:ke a L3JUe 'Of beams across the sea. 

Far from Realiza.tion. 

But this ideal society is ,apparently some distance away. 
There is no electric elevaltor ready to raise us, when we 
push the hurt ton, to its lofty level. There is no power in 
human nruture to spring swi£tly into its large liberty. The 
fools Wlbo woUJl.d pl10clalirrn its freedom 'before anybody is 
fit fior it are n{)lt ilbs friends, but its unconscious enemies­
to destroy the world that is, Igives not guar.antee of ability 
to crerute the world that ought to be. The 'blowing out of 
the 'Clandle does not muminate arc-light. Only through the 
remov:al of ·human ignlQrance, tJhe betteI1IDent of human char­
acter, .and the gnadual improvement of human n3Jture, Clan 
we 'climb the steep path that /Leads to the perfection of social 
life. .A golden .age canmot be built out of bra~en hearts. 
The way to the ideal society lies fthrough the associ8Jtion of 
idealists, 'and the guide of Ohristian progress is the word of 
J 'esus, t t The kingdom of heav.en is within you." 

Wlhat, then, .are >th.e aims and wor.ks ()If this id,ealist s()lciety, 
through whi'ch alone the world can ever rise to >the ideal 
society' That is the present question, the practical ques­
tion, the question to which th-e churches ought to Ia:ttend. It 
is all v.ery wehl to h'Ope for the millenium and to talk about 
it, on 01.1r idle days; but on our working days the thing that 
<concerns is what we are to aim 8It now; whi8lt we are to do 
to-day; what .we ar.e to desire for tD-morrow, in order to help 
the ~O!IDing of a better time for all men. 

I ndividuals, not Masses, the Goal 'Of Effort. 

1. T,he idealist society, as Jesus reveals it tto us, is a so­
ciety of persons. lit was Johl1 tlhe Baptist wh'o spoke tD 
the cLasses, and gODd advice he Igave them. But Jesus came 
alone and spoke to individuals, saying, "Believe, love, for­
give, give: pray, do unto oth.ers as ye would that others 
shouLd do unto you." The foundlations of his kingdDm were 
Laid in the personal will and Icharacter. We Me tempted 
to-day to ab8Jndon his m-ethod. We .talk of the masses of 
mankind, forgetting thrut tJhey haN-8 nD r,eal existence, except 
in tJhe men and wOlJllen who oompose them. We plan for 
groups of humanity, saying tfJh3Jt they ought to do this, or 
,that, forgetting Ithat the groups will never do anything save 
through ,the go'Od will ,and rigfu.t Ia:ction 'of the persons who 
make it. 

. The fiI1Sltste.p to social bebterment is not through the heart 
of human.iJty, but through ·the hear.ts of men.. Every soul 
that lives is a distinct factor in the problem cxf advance. 
You can do notlhing for all until you do something for one. 
Charity is br081der and better organized oo-d'ay than it ever 
Woas before; Ibut if the personal impulse, th.e personal aim, 
the persona1,toudh goes out of it, the world will suffer more 
thal. it gains. Education is making more el'ab'Orate sehemes 
,Bind programs, but the only thing bhatcounts is th.e living 



"­
~, 

December 20, 1905. PRESBYTERIAN ST,AND.ARD. 15 

contact of the live teacher with the live scholar. The Church 
is splendidly equipped; its org'runizaltion is magnificent; but 
bhe great ,thin'g needful is that one man should say to an­
other, /I Believe on Ibhe Lord J.esus and let me heLp y.ou." 

Inward Renovation the ·Orying Need. 
2. The idealist s'Ociet y, as JoBSuS' reveals it to us, relies 

upon morail ·principle rather than upion legal enactm.ent, for 
the improvement of the world. Th'e dream of m8Jking men 
good Iby statute is one that has onten glittered befuJ.1e the 
eyes of ,enthusiasts~~t would be an easy way wwe it pos­
sible. Burt there is no law tihJrut man has made that man 
annot evade, and the ohief reason why society is n()lt better 

is bec.ause so many men are ba;d. M·ake what Legal eDJact­
ment you \Will against theft, men wlhto are dishonest at heart 
wi'll go on stealing, dividing up profits ,which they have not 
earned, pocketing money.s which are given to them iIn trustt 
and covering up II graf,t" wibh cmft. Make what legal 
en8Jctments you wiJJl ,against the liqUior Itr.affic, men who wre 
w~thtaUit self-control wiLl shl11 go 0Ill making beasts of them­
selves with drunkenness, th.e reckless sensualists trea'ting 
it as la jest, tihe sullent frutailists protesting that they are 
driven <to it .by heredity and envirOll1ment. 

8.0 with la score of ()Ither evils. Legislation cannot reach 
the roots of them. Cut them down Ihere and they come up 
Y'onder. IThere is no ~'egislativ.e magic by which mater~alists 
can ,be combined into an ideal society, or lumps of selfish­
ness fused into a bmthel,hood of love. Lt will be ·an ill 
day for the OhUl,ch when she yields to the delusion that ,tlhe 
world oam be I1eformed from the outside. She must lay 
her emphasis upon C'Onsci,ence, upon th.e :w.iJl to do right, upon 
faith translated into vilitue, according to the teruchilng land 
exrumple of J.esus. She must cOlldemn the ,enemies 'Of society 
who ar.e ou.t of pIMon as mu<fu 'as those who axe in prison. 
Slhe must appeal to the higher instincts which law can neith­
er regmlate nor reward, to the sense of justice, the senti­
ment of kindness, the power of self-restmmt. She must 
say Ito men, "By goodness land meI1CY, by sobriety .and purity, 
by in.tegrity tand fai'T dealing, by doing more than th.e law 
requil1es ·and less than it peJ:1lDJi.ts-lthus only can you hope 
to ooter IDhe kIingdom ill heaven." The society in which 
these ,t eruchings al'e (honored and prevail, whatever i,ts form 
of g.()vernmeDJt and code of 1aJws may be, is run idea)list so­
ciety. It is tthe U'PW8JI'd path. 

The Outward Embodiment Equally Important. 

3. But does tJhis mean thrut .tihe idealist society lis indifferent 
to the Jaws ,by Wlhich men rure governed, or th.e st:iJJ.J more 
portent norms and customs by which their cQlIDmOill life is 
molded' N'ay., to these ttihin.gs it is profoundly sensitive, 
for the ,sake o:f thaJt noble personal life which it desires for 
rull men. No '1:mv whiah is uneqUiail is a go.od law. No form 
OT tCusOOm whidh makes it difficuLt for men to be :Dair and 
kind to each other is a good custom. N (, social or industrial 
order Wlhich pushes mUJItiltudes bel.()w the line where a decent 
and !happy human development i'S possible is a good socilal 
ord.er. A sO'ciety iln which the Gold.en Rule seems impTiaeti. 
caMe is tCertainly not a Christian society. With ,aU these 
things the Church is bound to be dissatisfied. From rull 
these things she must ,pray and work to deliver the world, 
in order that the k:ingdiO'm .pf Jesus may ndt 'be k.ept tbaJck. 

Wlhat shan we say th.en, my bl'ethren, of the mod.ern sys­
tem of busirue:Ss and ,trade, Wlhich those who know it best call 
a state of w,ar, disguised rus competition' Say, ats Charles 
Killgsley sa~d, ·tJhait it is based u.pon II a narrow, selfish, hypo­
critical, anarchic, altheistic view of the univ.erse,' 'and that 
it I()ught to 'be 'Tefl()rmed. WhaJt shan we .say of the m.()'d.ern 
industmrul order, in wthich one man in ten is doomed to help­
lelSis poverty, ,rund the rigiht to liv·e is imperiled for many by 
the impossibility of getting 'Work,arrd rthe right to be happy 
is blotted rut for th'()11'sands of families, herd.ed in a singl-e 
room aIlld hungel1IDtg for dru:iJJ.y breaJd' 

Say that it is out of jl()int and thrut the religion of JlesUS 
was born to set it right. Say that the conditions ()If human 
life a,nd labor must nat be ~ed by the .commercial law of 
supply and demand, but by Ithe Christian law, "Thou shaH 
love thy neighJbor as thyself." Say tthat the question 00' 
II tke living w.age" is a Viitrul questi'On, Ispiritual and miOl1aI. 
as weIll as ecooomic, ,amd that the Church will never be 
sarlJisfied until ilt i.s sebtled so thrut if any wiLl wOl'k h.e shall 
rul,so eat, and his 'C1hiLdren shall eat, ,amd the gate o.:f a happy 
life shruJtl ,be open to tthem. 

ee Society's" Follies and Rottenness. 

What shaH we say of the modJem social language, which 
degrad,es the v·ery WIOrd "society" !into a title fur a few 

hundred people, IChiefly I()ccupied with their own amusement, 
and ref.ers to tJhe rest ill ImankiInd tas II the masses'" Say 
bhrut ]t titS a COl'ntpit LaIlJguage which 'betrays a h.earl rotted 
with vanity ·and folly and imbecile :flrulsehood. Say that the 
id1e -and selfish rich and their parasites, who spend life in 
the elosed circle of costly pleasures, are really II them asses," 
and thrut society mean.s the broad fellowship-of aLl sorts and 
<ooodiltllOns of men, oo~operating with eruch obher in common 
tolil, and learning from e8Jch other in common [ntercourse. 
Say thrut the Church repents of every idLe word o£ thrut blse 
language of The House of Mlirtlb that she has ev.er taken 
into her mowub, and that hencef,o:i:1th she wi'll speak the lan­
guag'e of Jesus, 8Jclmowledging those who d.o the will of the 
Fatiher in he8Jven rus her brothel'S ood her sisters, and honor­
ing moo, not for what they !have, but for what 'bh,ey are 
and what they do. 

My bl'ethren, who .th8Jt reads the signs of tthe times can 
doubt tlhaJt tchiange.g are .coming in tJhe present civill and in­
c1ustnirul 'aIlld economic aIlld social order' WIho tha:t f.eels 
"VIith Ohnist 'cam doubt that they ought to come' when the 
weight af human .misery preponder8Jtes over humrun hruppi­
ness .and the lands of oppression a're bound with iron; the 
ehange ]s coming wiotfu blind rage and violence alnd terror, 
as :in Russia. Where the maj.orj,ty of men a:l'e prospering 
in liberty rund only the minority aoo,in want antd suffering­
the changes a.re ooming uhr.o.ugh sympalthy 'and the sense of 
jusbilee and wise ,love seeking to equalize burdens and oppor­
tJunities for ·a,IQ men, .to unloClk ,the closed doors and open the 
bal'red stainViays lin the house of life. And if they COIllle thus 
in onr own 'country, Wlh.at atltitude shrull the Church of Christ 
take towards th·em' What part shaLl she play in the era 
Off eXJpemment and som·al tl'ansition' 

The ruttiltmde of sane ideal]sm, according to the precepts of 
Jesus; th.e part .()f those who hoM fast to bhe ()IJ.d only be­
,cause it rus goo,d and weIrcome the new only becaus.e it is . 
better. Agalinst every !proposal that thl'eatens the security 
of Ithe f,ami'ly, weakens ,the sanotions of honesty, indlllstry 
and tlwiif;t, o'r oondlS to force '3111 moo to the same leVell, with­
out regard to chaIiacter or work, she must protest in the 
·name of Ohrist and humanJiJty. Weith aLl laws and customs 
luhrut prOODJOlte fai'r play rumong men, and protect the poor and 
igDlOran't and helpless, 'and cut the ,claws of dever gl'eed, 
and distribUlte the 1'BWa1'dls of work mare justly according to 
its rerul usefulness Do the world, aIlld make it erusier for each 
man Do deal wi1:!h 'Others as !he WIOUild hav,e others to deal 
with htim. She must .feel an,d s.hiow a ,true sympathy in the 
nrume of Christ and humani,ty. ln ther judgment on these 
poo.ntiS, no dOUJbt, she has maide and wiLl make mistakes-bUlt 
the most fatal mistake would be indiffel'ence. 

The ChitHidh must rem.emfber her distinctive missron, her 
suprem.e task, is fur the iruner .Jirfe of man. She must re­
mind the world again and .ag1ruin that the l1eal ·r.()ot of human 
sorrow is hUiIDan Isin. She must deel'are, 

Bybhe soul 
On1y, the nations shrulJ be greaJt and free. 

She must preach the life of the Spirit. Sibe mu.st lrold up 
th.e ohara;eter of Christ as the diwne partJtern of goodnessl 
immutalble, supreme, impel1ishable, the human life 0If God. 
No social ,ehange will ever mruke that message su.perfluous 
or rob lit of its power. 

\ 

Jesus Still the Standard. 

I l'eatd the other day, in the rwords ()If a modern refol'!ffier, 
t1he amazing impertinence thalt "Jesus would have accom­
pl'ished more lif he tha.d worked for economics and science 
rruther till,run r·emgon." 0, whio has ev.er accomplished half..--
so mll'cID' Amid the Cbnfliot and ,confusion of the 'Past he 
stands OIUt . 8JS the strength and the stay of nolble rund gen­
erous ~iving. His nrume has been the inspirnti'On of the bes't 
tthat has been done £or th·e world. The pealce ·and the wel­
fare of the tfUJture depend upon his power to make men 
like himself. 

Back 10 Ohrist w,as the cry of religi'Ous thciug1ht a rew years 
ago. For:ward to Ohnist must Ibe the cry of 'social hope to­
day. Thrward to Christ to purify our somal standards and 
'Our way,s O!f laving. Fonvard to Ohris,t · to learn Ithe immor­
taQ wo·nth IOf a simple manhood and w.omanbood. Forward 
to Ohrist to rerulize the Ibrearuth and wisdom of his heavenly 
lave, fur aLl now. Forwa;'l-d 10 OhNst to permeate our laws 
and our social ord.er wi,th his spirit. FOl1wal1d to Christ to 
find in him the M,aster, 'as h'e W.as the founder, <of the ideal 
sooiety.---JThe CongregarlJionalist amd 'Christian World. 


