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FIRST CHURCH 1 NEWBURY-PORT, 

# 

THIS DISCOURSE, 

* PUBLISHED AT THEIR REQUEST, | 

IS, WITH ALL DUE RESPECT = 

INSCRIBED, BY THEIR — © & 
4 

AFFECTIONATE FRIEND 

AND HUMBLE SERVANT, 
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AT a | meeting of the firſt Church in Newbury-por 

1 - Agar 17th, 1788. 

POTED—That NATHANIEL Canren, 5 the 
> Bom, JonaTHAN GREENLEAF, Eff. and Deacon Na- 

THANIEL NEWMAN, be 4 Committee to wait on the Rev. | 

Doctor Joux Tuckkx, with the thanks of this Church, 
Ver his Sermon delivered on Thurſday laſt, obſerved by them 

484 Day of Prayer for Divine Direction in the Choice and 

Settlement of a Colleague-Paſtor with the Rev, Tromas 

Aly, mn defir ire a * for the 9 

A true Copy. 
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on A” 

DAY or PRA * E R, S 

PSALM CXXXII, 

BEHOLD, HOW GOOD AND now PLEAs, 
SANT IT 18, FOR BRETHREN 10 
: * ee IN UNITY:!- 

25 5 eren, eren H I $ Palm has been 5 

FE generally | aſcribed to 
2e ets 

IF 
72 
5 

David, and, it is Proba- 

E ble, he was the Author 

of i it ; but as to the par- 
8 343896 817 97 
— ee * ticular occaſion which 

: gave - riſe to the Compoſition conjectures have 

been various. 
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Ir ſeems, however, to be cl probable that 

it was compoſed at the time when the tribes of 3 

Iſrael and Judah agreed and joined together in 

bringing the king back to Jeruſalem, from 

whence he had been forced to flee * Abfalora' 5 | 

e 5. 

| Sven a ſudden change i in | the Niate of his 1 5 

kingdom—fuch a ready and unanimous agree- 

ment of different parties and factions, ſtruck if 

the king with joyful ſurprize, and led him to 

this poetic compoſition, in praiſe of the utility 

= and pleaſure of agreement and harmony in ſo- f 

cieties. Bxnorp, How o c00D AND HOW PLEA- 

SANT 17 IS, FOR BRETHREN TO DWELL roc 

THER | IN UNITY 1 1 

Ax ingenious and learned expoſitor ſuppoſes : 

that the. laft word in the text, tranſlated, 10. 

; GETHER IN vxrry, refers, to their amicably | 

meeting together, for the worſhip of God, in 

one place, and gives the ſenſe of the text thus, 

RB! 3 by way of paraphraſe. 0: O, conſider how be- 

| \} | 5 95 neficial and delightful it is þ beyond all « ex- 

a _ . 
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(9) 
* preſſion, for thoſe that came from the ſame 
3 

« ſtock, and are of the fame religion, to have 

br -— no differences one with another, but to live 

c and worſhip God together, in ſuch a friendly 

* 8 agreement, as if they had but one ſoul as 

< mong chem all. y 

Bur, although the words in the text may 
comprehend this meaning among others, it is . 

not, I imagine, the whole of their intention; ; 

| but IP may well be underſtood, in a , | 

4 derſtood | as having reſpedt + to that eh 

and harmony, which evidentiy tend to the 5 

ſtrength, and to the comfort and happineſs * 

5 every ſociety whether great or ſmall, and whe- 

855 civil or e 

Bor, farther to iluftrare the e ſubject 1 before 

us, and to enter more fully into the meaning 

5 ; and force of the text, in order to ſome prakti- 

= cal and uſeful improvement of it, it may be 

needful to conſider more particularly and A 

ly, who are to be underſtood by BRETHREN | 2 
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4 what may be intended by their DWELLING 

TOGETHER IN vxrvy? which will open, and 

offer to our view, ſomething of that pleaſure 

and advantage which naturally reſult therefrom, | 

As to the term Barrnakx, it 18 of various 

5 meaning, and is to be underſtood according __— 

the manner in which i it is uſed, or the different g 

s W to which i it is applied. 

Ir very often intends perſons ſprung from 

| the ſame ſtock, and ſo related to one another 

by blood, as well in a remote, as * prox- 5 

imate degree. 

85 In a large and cxtenfive ſenſe may be under- | 

: ſtood by it, all deſcendants from our firſt pa- 

rents ; for it is faid, GO HATH MADE OF 

.ONE BLOOD, ALL NATIONS or MEN TO DbW ILL 5 

on ALL THE FACE or THE ZARTH, which i is 

one reaſon why we ſhould treat all men with 

| humanity, and do them good as they ſtand in 5 

need of our kind offices, 



$4411 
Bur the word is generally uſed in a more 

reſtricted ſenſe, and intends thoſe of the ſame ; 

particular family, or who are related within a 

very few generations, and deſcendants from te 

5 ſame immediate parents; theſe we moſt. com- - 

| monly underſtand by brethren. 

Tuxsz ftand i in | the neareſt relation, and are | 

| juſtly ſuppoſed to have the ſtrongeſt affection to 5 

one another. They are parts and members of 

the ſame family—are commonly nouriſhed and 

© brought up together—are connected by che 

fame intereſts, and united by duty and affecti- 

| on to their common parents. And accordingly . 

| theſe are ſometimes propoſed as emblems of un- 

5 diſſembled friendſhip and love. 8 Love AS. 

BRETHREN, ſaid an n Apoſtle, BE PITIFUL, BE 

| COURTEOUS. : 

Bor then, PU ey is ſametimes applied to 

the members of larger bodies of men, and both 

of a civil and religious nature, and who. are not 

thus nearly related by blood. 



Tur Iſraelites or Jews, as a nation diftin& . 

from all others=as having one common inte- 

reſt, and governed by one and the ſame code 

of political and religious laws, are often Bled 

BRETHREN, T hus they are in that particular ; 

direction reſpecting their ferring a king over 

them. * Ons FROM AMONG THY BRETHREN 0 

SHALT THOU SET KING OVER "THEE: undd 

5 SHALT vor SET A STRANGER over THEE, 

WHICH 1s NOT THY BROTHER, that is, not 15 

; an  Ifraclice, | 

06; this term Rem to be moſt frequently 

uſed, and with great propriety, with reſpect to 

= Chriſtians, as it becomes them, above all 0. 

thers, | to treat one another a3 Brethren, 

"4 Ons. IS YOUR MASTER, EVEN Cunts, 

- ſaid our bleſſed Lord to his diſciples, anD ALL 

YE ARE BRETHREN. And how often do we 

meet with this expreſſion, as refering to Chriſ- 

tians, in the epiſtolary writings of the New- 

Teſtament? And Chriſtians may very way" be 

* + Deut, xvii. 1 oy 1 Mat. xxlii. 8. 
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ftiled vinites, as by their profeſſion they are 

diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the world—pro- 

feſſing faith in the ſame divine Inſtructor and 

Saviour —allegiance and ſubmiſſion to one com- 

mon Head and Lord being under the ſame di- 

on vine precepts and laws—enjoying the ſame glo- 

rious hope, and connected by che ſame bonds 

of charity and love. 1 

Aub alhough the principles of du t excellent | 

religion they profeſs, : are fitted for, and deſigned- 

to expand and enlarge their hearts, and to inſpire 

them with ſentiments of general benevolence to 

- mankind, yet they ſeem to preſs upon chem, 

ſome ſpecial and diſtinguiſhing warmth of af- 

fection to one another, as diſciples and ſervants, | 

in common, to the ſame divine Maſter, 0 

AcarrabLY we meet with this advice and 

exhortation of the apoſtle Paul to his chriſtian 
8 Brethren. As WE HAVE OPPORTUNITY, LEP | 

vs DO GOOD vvro ALL MEN, ESPECIALLY UN- 

170 THEM WHO ARE OF THE HOUSEHOLD or 

FAITH, D 



E 
And particular churches, or chriſtian ſocie= 

: ties, as diſtinguiſhed from chriſtians at large, 6 

may claim this appellation of brethren, j in ſome 5 

peculiar manner. For, while they wiſh well to 

che whole houſehold of faith, and ſeek the proſ- > 

perity of Zion in its whole extent, it ſeems na- 

: tural and becoming, that they ſhould cheriſh 5 

and exerciſe ſome particular and ſpecial concern 

for the happineſs of that little family, or ſmall- ; 

er body of which, in a nearer, or more immedi- ; 

ate and cloſe connection, they are parts and 

members. 

Tu HEIR z particular hs and connection a as a = 

diſtin ſociety—their frequently meeting toge- 

ther for the worſhip of God and to receive the 

; inſtructions of their common Lord and Saviour by 

2 joining together in imploring the ſame : 

yy, important bleſſings of heaven—that intimate 

5 communion and intercourſe they naturally have : 

with one another, and that common intereſt they + 

have in the welfare and happineſs of the ſame N 

| fociery, of which they are members, all directiy 0 



. and powerfully tend to csi their affections 'Z 

—to warm their hearts with every benevolent N 

and friendly diſpoſition, and to influence them 

to live together! in unity and brotherly love. 

307 this is the next t thing to be conſidered, - 

L viz. What i is intended by brethren dwelling to- 

gether. in unity? ? And. by this every one will 

T2 readily conceive muſt be meant, their living to- 

5 gether i in peace and harmony. This! is the beau- 

15 ty and felicity of particular families ; and it is - 

no leſs ſo of larger ſocieties. = 

Turk may be, indeed, an agreement among 7 

brethren, which is far from being good and 

d commendable; and as far from what i is intend- 

ed i in | the text. 

I te of the ſame family may be united 
in ſchemes of wickedneſs, and this may ſome- 

times be the caſe with larger bodies of men. 

5 1 hey may be ſo under the power and influence . 

of corrupt and vicious principles: as to agree to- 

gerher 



( 160 
6 in projecting and proſecuting meaſures, 

very wicked and abeminghle, 

Turs was the al with the Sodomites, as a 

body, When they aſſaulted the houſe of righte- 

ous Lot, who dwelt among them. So J ofeph's : 

8 brethren were, in general, agreed to take away . 

his 1 innocent life, to gratify their toghth reſent- 

ment. 

Bor, this i is an unity among > brethren, whiche e- 

very good and virtuous man will abhor, and of Y 

which he will be ready to ſay, as Jacob dd of 

the agreement « of Simeon and Levi, f in an action ; 

of deceit and cruelty. tO, MY SOUL, COME : 

NOT THOU INTO THEIR SECRET 3 ; vr THEIR | 

ASSEMBLY, MINE HONOR, BE NOT THOU UNI- 

\ TED. But, by the thing meant in the text, we 

- underſtand an agreement in ſocieties, whether 

greater or leſs, in things lawful and good in 

| themſelves, 5 and their managing affairs 3 in which 

ay are 1 © intereſted—in which, their com- : 



mon proſperity and Wess are concerned, in 

a peaceable and friendly manner. 

1 * chriſtian ſocieties, this muſt imply that 

chey are poſſeſſed of ſome good degree of can- 

dor and liberality of mind—that they are lovers 5 

s of peace, and can readily condeſcend to one * 

f nother, in a reaſonable degree, i in order to pre- 

: ſerve i it; or to prevent its deſtruction among 

| them, 

"Is muſt imply, that they can bear with one 

another i in ſome ſmaller differences, in their par- 5 

| ticular ways of thinking and judging, and even 

in religious n matters. : 

Fon, ſcarcely any ſociety. is fo ſmall, but the 

members of it think and judge differently ' 

ſome things; and, if they are tiff and unyield- 
ing, and will not bear with, or condeſcend to. 

one another at all, they muſt immediately dif- : 

band, they muſt ſeparate, as a ſociety, or live 

together i in chat ſtate of contention and quar- Y 
—_ 

. - p - F f ey” : . 5 / : K. wt : 

Os ET * ah Pw iu lit, ere 
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r clling, which muſt be their diſgrave, and great · 

ly ruinous to their common welfare. 

Bor men of candid and generous minds, 

g will be ſolicitous to avoid and prevent ſuch an 

5 unhappy ſtate of things ! in the ſociety to which 

they belong. * hey will not ſuffer ſmall mat- : 

ters greatly to diſturb them, and to alienate 5 

their affections from their brethren, They will 

be ready to bear with the ignorance and weak- : 

neſs of ſome, and with the prejudices and bi- 

- ; gotry of others—to make every reaſonable con- 

. ceſſion, and by friendly and gentle meaſures, | 

to lead them into juſter views, or to foften and 

| meliorate their tempers. 

Sven men will not forget chat apoſtolic di- | 

retion to chriſtians. | Ir IT BE POSSIBLE, AS. 

MUCH AS LIETH IN you, LIVE PEACEABLY ; 

wWirn ALL nx. C 7% 

Univy among brethren, i is ſometimes deſ- 

troyed, and all the amiable and happy a * 

| * 8 xii, 18. 
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it e abortive, by the vanity of ſome con- 

tracted and narrow minds among them, Who 

ſet themſelves up as ſupreme arbiters of all chat 

18 juſt and right. 

Sven men, on meeting with oppoſition, are 

. apt to be reſtleſs, impatient and factious; 3 and, 

from an intoxicating warmth of zeal for their 

own opinions and judgment, to throw all into 

5 confuſion, and to ſeek a Kind of pious revenge, | 

by ſacrificing the common utility —ihe peace | 

- and happineſs of ſociety, to their own vanity, 

bigotry or ill humour. 99 

Cuxisriaxs ſhould watch againſt his in 

themſelves, and againſt the unhappy effects of 

it from others, endeavouring to maintain and 

preſerve the unity of che ſpirit, in the bond 

of Peace. 

AGREEMENT, and friendly affections, upon 
principles of reaſon and virtue, are of high im- 

portance to the good of all ſocieties, and eſpe- i 

33 cially to thoſe who aſſume the chriſtian character. 

3 „ * — or —— otueng A Ko N 1 1 2 K 8 1 

„el n — —ũ—— — — 0 | i : 0% 5 — i ef LEA tn ad, — tinatvethy..: = ects 6 lads Ba — g 0 0 „ „„ „ 7 * 
7 5 5 e 
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WnuII ſuch agreement is their firength and 

- ſupport, it does, as it were, ſpread a beauty, 

anda glory over them, pleaſing and delightful ; 

5 to every benevolent and virtuous ſoul. 

. Goop | men will be ready to boaſt of ſuch a 

0 ſociery—to point it out to others, and to ſay, 

with the enraptured pſalmiſt, Brno now 

: G00D AND How PLEASANT IT 15, FOR BRE= 

THIEN 10 DWELL TOGETHER IN vnrry! 

 MvuTvuaL condeſcenſion, in the members of 

: 8 ſociety, and a generous regard for che common d 

good, are the foundation of its peace, and of 

e exerciſe of all thoſe ſocial and friendly offi- 

ces, which will render it flouriſhing and happy. | 

A general agreement and e in a ſocie- | 

ty, are like a good conſtitution in the natural 

: body. While the ſolids are firm, the blood 

and j juices ſweet, and their circulation unob- 

Ro ſtructed and free, the operations of nature will 5 

fo be regular, vigorous and ſalutary : Whereas, 9 

an alienation of affections— ſeparate and divided 

views, and oppoſite exertions, are like bad ha- 



HOUSE DIVIDED AGAINST ITSELF, SHALL NOT 

. * — — . 

6 a — — — x 

views and four corroſive humours, which will N 

ſoon marr the principal organs of life, and 

bring on terrible convulſions and death. Our 

: bleſſed Saviour has obſerved, that * A KIN G= 

DOM DIVIDED AGAINST. ITSELF Is BROUGHT | 

0 DESOLATION 3 3 AND THAT A CITY OR 

ſuch a body—contentions and diviſions muſt 15 

: milies—hence the crumbling to pieces of ſome 

than to fow diſcord among theſe brethren—to : 

As union is ; the ſtrength of all ſocieties, ſo : 

oppoſition ro one another in the members of. 

g directly tend to its diſſolution: Hence the un- 

happineſs and even ruin of ſome particular fa- 

larger bodies, both civil and religious, and © 

ven the ruin of ſome great and powerful ſtates 

and kingdoms. And the enemies of any par- 

1 ticular ſociety, can contrive nothing more like- 7 

| ly to render i It unhappy, and even to deſtroy i It, 

1 get them into parties, and to excite and pro- 

mate their oppoſition to one another. 3 

_+ Matt. all, "A 
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Ir muſt therefore, be of great importance 

to all, and eſpecially to every chriſtian ſociety, 

f Who wiſh their own comfort and proſperity, to 

75 watch againſt the baneful influence and effects 5 

of diſcord and contention,—to ſhun, as much 

as poſſible, the juſt occaſions thereof, and to a- | 

void or counteract, the probable cauſes of ſuch 

evils. of high importance it muſt be, that : 

| they cheriſh and cultivate the love of peace, and. ; 

a warm and ene Ove to one another, 

Tue noble and generous principles, will 

powerfully attract, and cement them together as = 

E band of brothers, who mutually and tenderly 

: feel for each other, and will lead them vigorouſ- 

5 ly to purſue their common intereſt. 

Avp then, how beautiful and amiable, as well = 

as ; uſeful and advantageous, i 18 this unity among 

brethren ? . It; 1s not x only GOOD, bur 1 it is PLEA- 425 

aur. 

mp 0 al virtuous 421 benevolent minds, this | 

en among the members of particular ſo- 

cieties, muſt appear right and fit, conſidering 

7 — 4 4 * K 1 N 
2 —— —— — —— die, — —ů— — . ¾. LOO his . SS ce os ts, ae, ar mea 

: 1 | 1 
pn 2 I $a —_ * F v 2 i 1. 1 4 
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their ſpecial relation and connexion. It muſt hs 

viewed and contemplated by ſuch with * 

i complacency and d delight. T 

Goop angels muſt rejoice in it, as reſembling 5 

| their more perfect ſociety 1 in the world above ; ; 3 

and the glorious God himſelf, who is the God 

_ of peace and love, will highly approve of it, 

: | and bleſs ſuch a boeiery. : 

Io j is part of the beauty and glory, as s well as 

| of the happineſs of heaven, that all i its inhabit- 

_ ants dwell together 1 in perfect unity, peace and 

love; and to bear a likeneſs to them, muſt be 

eminently the glory « of Chriſtians here upon 

| earth, 

I chen they appear in their true and diſtin- 

guiſhing character, as diſciples and followers of 

=. the benevolent Son of God, their gracious Lord 1 55 

- and Maſter, and to be influenced by his divine 

4 precepts and example; in chis they appear, not 

only as brethren united among themſelves, but 

as united with the celeſtial inhabitants; with 
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faints and angels, and as haſtening forward, to 

= N Join the u_ and bleſſed nl above. 

War good m man. 1 will not be pleaſed, and 5 

| feel a fluſh of heavenly delight, under ſuch con- 

ceptions and views; and while he deprecates | 

the evils of contention. and ſtrife, be ready to 

1 I join the pſalmiſt ; in fervent wiſhes and prayers, - 

„ Fr and eſpecially for that particular ſociety to which . 

; he belongs? Paar FOR THE PEACE oF Jz- 

4 25 aa 2 | RUSALEM : "Tary SHALL PROSPER THAT LOVE = 

THEE. | Prack BE WITHIN THY WALLS, AND = 

PROSPERITY WITHIN THY PALACES. Fon 

| 5 MY BRETHREN AND CoMPantons' |  SAKES, 1 

WILL Now. SAY. PEACE BE WITHIN THEE, 

Bzcavse e or THE HOUSE OF THE Load OUR 

Gov, 1 WILL. SEEK THY. 00D. 

Tur ſubje& which has now engaged our 

| thoughts , might naturally lead to ſeveral reflecti- | 

: ons, important and uſeful to chriſtians in OW. 

— 

. . EY Bur, as s this diſcourſe; was s compoſed, 1 is : 

T | now delivered, with ſome peculiar view to the 

* Pſalm cxxii. 6, 7s 8, 9. 

CL SCALE ts io IE iba. Crs) SY 2.4 - 4 



T8 3 
preſent circumſtances of the chriſtian ſociety u. u- 

ſually meeting in this houſe for the worſhip of 

| God, and with ſincere and fervent wiſhes for 

their welfare and happineſs, there ſeems a pro- 

priety in my addreſſing myſelf more particular- 

* to them, and eſpecially, conſidering the occa- 5 

fion of our being aſſembled at this time. 

An D, beſides echorting g you, my much reſpet?- 

. ed, and beloved friends and brethren, agreeably 

to the important ſubject we have been contem- 

plating, to ſtudy the things which make for 

5 pane, and the Yonge aromas you may i : 

thoughts, a a proper attention to which, may, I 

conceive, be of advantage, in preventing your 

falling! into contentions and diviſions reſpecting 

the intereſting object you have in view, the 

choice and ſettlement of a Colleague with your 

Reverend Paſtor. 

Ox great baer Which often attends 

m tranſaktions, and particularly the choice of : 
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thren, and in a matter, in which they are equal- 

3 

a candidate for the miniſtry, ariſes, I apprehend, 

. from wrong conceptions of neceſſary qualifica- 

5 tions of a candidate, and too illiberal and con- 

tracted a way of thinking and 1 judging, in dome 

5 of the Or. 

ALL with to be perlectiy pleaſed, by heving i 

-A miniſter exactly of their own religious ſenti- 

ments; 3 and ſome are apt to be too obſtinate and . 

unyielding to the general voice, and not to act 7 

with that charitable forbearance, and condeſcen- 

” fion towards others, which become them as bre- 

| Iy concerned. 

Ir hay long been the misfortune of the pro- 

| teſtant world, not merely chat chriſtians have 

been of differing opinions reſpecting ſome re- 

ligious ſubjedts (for this may be the caſe, as to 

: many matters, and yet honeſt and good men 

live together | in perfect peace and love) but the 

: misfortune has been here, that on account t of dif- | 

fer) ring opinions, ſome chriſtians, and even pro- 8 

teſtant chriſtians, however inconſiſtent with the 
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eſſential principles of Proteſtantiſm, which FRI 

| the right of every one 's underſtanding and judg- 

ing for himſelf, have been led to diſtinguiſh them- 

ſelves, by forming and adopting particular ſyſ- 

; tems of religious doctrines, which they have made : 

+ many criteria of a true and right faith, and ac- 

cording to which they have uncharitably cenſu- 

Bo red, condemned and reproached « one another. 5 

＋ HESE particular ſyſterns have not only been 

| many, but very different as to ſome of their con- 

tents,—ſo different that | it appears impoſſible to 

5 reconcile them among themſelves, and as impoſ- 

ſible to reconcile ſome things in them, to ſober : 

reaſon and common ſenſe, 

Now, it certainly ought not to be expected of 

candidates for the miniſtry, much leſs to be in- 

£ ſiſted on, as a neceſſary qualification of their e- 

: lection, that they have adopted lome one of 

1 theſe ſyſterns, excluſive. of all different ones, in- 

to which the 1 ignorance and weakneſs of ſome, 

and the prejudices and bigotry of others, have 

5 plit the noble and catholic ſyſtem of chriſtianity. 
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Ir ought not to be fappoſed of candidates, 

who are generally young, and have but lately fi- 

niſhed their courſe of ſtudy at the univerſity, 

where their attention was divided by various 

 ſubjetts, i in the purſuit of general ſcience ; and 

who have had but a ſhort time to apply them- 

ſelves 1 more particularly to. the ſubject of theo- 
logy— . 

that they have critically examined the various 

—It ought not to be ſuppoſed of ſuch, 7 

- ſyſtems | into which Divines have parted out the 

chriſtian doctrines— tlie different ſenſes i in which Se 

they have taken theſe doctrines,—that they have . 

carefully compared all with the inſpired wri- 5 

tings, and ſo fully digeſted the weighty and difh- 

cult ſubjects, as to be determined, from Juſt and 

rational conviction, what 1s the truth in all 

points, and ought to be adhered to as ſuch, 

Tur moſt accompliſhed and judicious Divines 

15 are but learners ! in the ſchool of Chriſt; they | 

| are not perfect in knowledge; and with gr eater : 

| propriery may candidates be viewed in this light 
ALL things, indeed, abſolutely neceſſary to 

be believed and practiſed, in order to ſalvation, 
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are undoubtedly ſufficiently clear and plain in the 

: facred {criptures, and adapted to the capacities | 

of men in general, but not ſo, all the deciſions 

and dogmase of weak, prejudiced and fallible men. . 

Ir muſt therefore be unreaſonable and bard; 

to determine a candidate” 8 fitneſs for the miniſ- 

try, by his agreeing or not agreeing, with ſome | 

of theſe ſyſtematic | On: 

Tas: Bible, if we believe it, contains a Re- 

8 ae from Heaven the Bible, as the ſource 

of divine light and knowledge, ought to be 

regarded by all, as che ſupreme ſtandard of re- 

ligious truth; and candidates, as well as others, 

are to make this their guide, in forming both 

their opinions and practice. 

ALL aſſiſtance, indeed, within their reach, 

PE the labors and diſquiſitions of others, they, 

with e every body elſe, have a right to make uſe 

. of; but theſe are not to ſuperſede, but only 2 

5 to aſſiſt their own ; enquiries ; ; for after all, they 

are to fee and underſtand, and judge for them- 
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ſelves, and ought to be indulged | in ful über 

for this, without being fettered or controuled by 

; any human deciſions. 

Ap it t would contribute greatly, I conceive, 

. to the peace of ſocieties, and eſpecially i in their 

choice of a candidate, and not caſt any reflecti- 

on upon their good ſenſe, or be at all diſhono- 7 

rary to their chriſtian character, if, waving mat- 

ters of a diſtinguiſhing nature, and reſpecting 

8 which, learned and good men have greatly dif- | 

: fered in their judgment, they would, with can- 

dor and generoſity of mind, content themſelves 5 

with ſuch general qualifications, as are mani- 

feſtly eſſential to, and conſtitute the character 

of a good man, and a uſeful miniſter,—if they 

would content themſelves with reaſonable evi- 

dence, that the object of their choice was a real 

; chriſtian—A chriſtian, not only by profeſſion, 

but practice that his moral character was fair, 5 

| and unblemiſhed that he was poſſeſſed of Va- 

luable literary accompliſhments—that he was a x 

man of good underſtanding, and appeared, 7 

from their acquaintance with his private con- 

PPP ²˙¹ ny” grommet een ett, — — 
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— and public performances, capable of . 

diſcharging, with becoming dignity, and to 

uſeful purpoſes, the important des of the mi- 

5 niſterial office. 

. if things more particular an d 
diftin- 

: guiſhing, in the character or qualifications of 4 

| candidate, are required and inſiſted on, it ſeems, : 

mY at leaſt, next to an impoſſibility, that a ſociety 

ſhould ever agree, or be united i in their choice. 

There are very few, if any ſocieties, of conſi- 

ie magnitude, ho perfectly harmonize in 

all their religious opinions: And, if they all 5 

85 inſiſt on a candidate” 8 being of cheir diſtinguiſh- 

c ing ſentiments (and one has as good a right to : 

infiſt upon this, as another) the conſequence 

muſt be, their dividing and ſplitting into par- 

i ties; and, if they are ſtiff and obſtinate, into 

1 as many parties, as there ſhall be differing *. 

nions e among them. Try” 

Aud, how ofien has this been the unhappy 

: cauſe of hot contention and ſtrife among chr il 

5 tians ? of alienating their affections from one 
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another, and dividing them in ſunder, when, 

waving matters of a diſputable nature, and re- : 

5 ſpecting which, it muſt be of comparatively 

ſmall moment, on which ſide the queſtion the 

truth lies, and the exerciſe of a moderate degree . 

20 catholic diſpoſition, would have preſerved 

: mem from ſuch evils. 

NM ay you, my brethren of this ſociety, be | 

poſſeſſed of greater wiſdom and prudence.— 

| May a liberal and charitable way of Skin 5 

with mutual forbearance and condeſcenſion, : 

bo prevent ſuch unhappy contentions and breaches 

o among you, and trengthen the bands of uni- 

: ty and brotherly love. You will ſuffer me o 

i mention another thing which may be of impor- 

5 tance to the preſervation of your peace and Ys; 

nion: And that is, to be upon your guard, a- 

gainſt the influence of any, who may be tempt- 

ed to take advantage from your preſent circum- 

; ſtances, to make inroads upon you. . 

Trans hams Wok . in all ages of the 

chriſtian church, infected with an unhappy dif- 



1 
eaſe, diſhonorable to themſelyes, and hurtful 

| to the peace of ſocieties, and that is the itch 7 

of popularity; an inſatiable deſire, and indefa- | 

| tigable zeal, to gain followers and applauſe, 5 

- from all | parts, and from all parties, 

Tur zeal of ſome, may not be b much to 

make ſober chriſtians, as to broſelyte them to a 

; their particular and diſtinguiſhing ſentiments, 

as if 1 in theſe, and i in theſe only, exiſted ſome | 

4 ſovereign ſpiritual catholicon, which would rec- | 

: tify all the diſorders, and heal all the maladies 

of the ſoul, and carry men to heaven, without 

the leaſt danger. 

Puz30Ns of this caſt, are re interſperſed among 

moſt ſocieties, and may be ready to inſert, and : 

; buſy themſelves | in your affairs. They 1 imagine 

they are the beſt judges, both of principles, and 

of preachers, and qualified to form and guide 

the judgment of others. | 

THzy 1 excite among you 

jealouſies and ſuſpicions, and to influence and 
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divide your minds, by greatly commending one 

candidate, and as greatly reprobating another, 

as they appear to coincide or not to coincide 

with chei particular — of thinking. 

Fron this quarter, many and great evils 

| have ſometimes ariſen, | Societies who had long . 

experienced HOW ooo, AND How PLEASANT 

IT WAS FOR BRETHREN To DWELL TOGETHER - 

IN UNITY, have, when i in circumſtances fimi- 

lar to yours, had their minds alienated from : 

one another, been divided and broken. And 

it may be of great importance to you, to be on 

your guerd againſt dangers of this nature. 

Curran E love to one another, and a warn 

: concern for your common intereſt; —for your 

common peace and happineſs, « as a e, 

Love: have you bow bleſſed wk friendly | 

| agreement and harmony: among yourſelves, and 

: appeared honorable among the daughters of Zi- . 

on: may no root of bitterneſs r now. ſpring up a= 

mong you, to trouble you, and defile your glory. 
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Our thing more you will permit me to 

add, which I eſteem, indeed, of very con- 

N fiderable conſequence, and greatly conducive 

to the continuance of your peace and happi- 

neſs; and in this, 1 doubt not, I ſhall have 5 

your general concurrence, viz. that | in your 7 

choice of a candidate for ſettlement, whenever 

this intereſting affair thall come on, you will : 

g endeavour to fix upon one, who (being in o- 

: ther reſpects equally eligible) appears moſt like- 

: ly to be agrecable to your preſent. worthy and 

+ beloved Paſtor—one, who, in addition to other | 

accompliſhments, 18 poſſeſſed of a benevolent 8 5 

and amiable temper—one, who i 15 likely to be 

a ſupport and comfort to him, in his infirm and 7 

broken ſtate—one, who will be willing to be 5 

j adviſed and counſelled by him, and to pay Pro- 1 

55 per deference to his greater experience and ri- 

ber judgment. 
5 

| NO have given ſuch convincing, and 1 

norable teſtimony of your eſteem of, and affec- | 

tion to the Rev. Mr. Cary, that 1 cannot doubt 5 
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„ 
: of your friendly wiſhes, that he may be fully ; 

; gratified | in this matter; nor would 1 doubt that 

your love, and the beneficent fruits of i it, will 

be continued t to him and his _ 

"Invann; my brethren; he has deſerved high 

- ly of you, both by his diligent, and arduous £ 

labours among you, and by his unſolici
ted | ge- 

neroſity to you; and you have been deeply ſen- 

| ſible of his merit. 

Avp 5 not be offended, 1 truſt, if I 

ay, and fay it in the fulneſs of my heart, that 

1 rejoice, and will rejoice in all your kindnefs 

to him. In your Kindneſs to the man, in near 

connection with whom, 1 have now lived for We 

thing more than twenty years {—with whom I 7 

have lived! in iche greateſt intimacy—with mutu- 

2 Me. Cary 1 to preach to his people on the 
deceaſe of the Rev. Mr. Lowell, their firſt and much 

eſteemed Paſtor, who died May 15th, 1767. From 
that time, he continued with them, and was or- 

dained on May 11th, 1768. And, on Lord's day, 
March gth, 1788, after having preached in the morn- 
ing, he was ſeized with a diſorder, ſuppoſed to be of 

the paralytic kind, which, to the great grief of his 
_ affectionate people, rendered him incapable of far- 

ther e his public ry. 
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5 al debe and have enjoyed, without! inter- 

| ruption, the tender endearments of friendſhip, 

and brotherly love, 

1 fincerely ſympathize. both with bim and 
you, and feel myſelf deeply wounded by the 

: ſtroke which has fallen upon him. . ; 

6 bleſſed be God, hs yer lives; 1 and ay 

he till live to pray for and to bleſs you.—May 1 

= his health be farther reſtored, and he be able, in 1 

ſome meaſure, to ſerve you in your beſt intereſts, ; 

5 and to be a comfort and a bleſling to his family . 

and friends, HT 

 Anp now, my beloved hearers of this ſociety, TT 

we heartily wiſh, that the God of the ſpirits of 

: all fleſh, may, in proper time ſet a man over the 

congregation. One who ſhall walk i in the ſteps 

of your preſent alto One who ſhall imitate | 

: him, by zeal and diligence, in the ſervice of 

| = God, and of your ſouls—who ſhall equal him 

in chat wiſdom and prudence, with which he 

hath conducted himſelf among you, and towards 5 
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: you—one whond you ſhall have reaſon: equally 

to eſteem and value, and who ſhall, for many 

years, prove a rich bleſſing to you and your off« 

tering: 

1 conclude with the words of the apoſtle Paul, 

= addreſſed to his Corinthian brethren. | Fix AI- 

e W- BRETHREN, (FAREWELL : BE PERFECT, BE 

or oO⁰o COMFORT, BE OF ONE MIND, LIVE IN 

a rack, AND THE G⁰⁰ or LOVE AND - PEACE | 

| SHALL BE WITH vou. 

FO M E N. 

* 



7 H E b übe 1 Latteri, Hil the Rev. 
Thomas Cary to his pariſh, together with 
eme brief account of their proceedings 

- Nour them, and alſo their addreſs in an- 
wer to them, are here publiſhed, at the 

"cf re of many of the Society, and will _ 
doubtleſs be acceptable to all; more ęſpe- 

cially as it will afford them and their a- 
milies the pleaſure and advantage of re- 
quently peruſing, in private, the excellent 
and affefttionate advice of their worthy. 
and beloved Minifter, as ſome conſolation 
for the loſs of thoſe his public znſiructions 
From the pulpit, of which God, m his 

Holy, though afflictive providence, nn 
een fit to deprive them, *® _ 

AT a meeting of the pariſh yl 14th, 5 
1788, called at Mr. Cary's requeſt, 

the following letter from him 
was communicated by the 

Moderator, viz. 

| Newbury- -port, July 14, 1788. 

5 My Wet Friends and Pariſhioners, 
. A FTE R having been employed many ) 

| years in preaching to you the Goſpel of 
our r bleſſed Saviour, it has pleaſed Gop to aff! &. 

See note, page 36 of the preceding Sermon, 
— 
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me e with a grieyous Aiſeaſe, which has rendered 

me unable to continue my labors among you. 

From the nature of my diſorder, concuring with 

the opinions of my phyſicians, I cannot reaſon- 
ably expect for many years, if ever, to have my 

health ſo far reſtored as that I may again diſ- 

charge the important duties of a Miniſter.— 

Thus circumſtanced, I have anxiouſly contem- 
Plated your ſituation, as fully as my ill health 
would permit me; and I conceive it for your 

Intereſt to ſettle a Colleague with me, rather 

than to truſt to a temporary, and perhaps, pre- 
carious ſupply of the pulpit. I however feel, 

with great concern, the additional burthen you : 

would thus take upon you, in having two 

miniſters to ſupport; and from your long and 

5 uninterrupted attentions and goodneis to me, 5 

and from my ſincere affection for you, I am in- 

duced to adopt any reaſonable expedient to re- 

lieve you from this embarraſment. I have for 
| ſome time been revolving this ſubject in my 

mind, and not prevailing on myſelf to ſuffer my 
intereſt to preponderate over yours, I have at laſt 
concluded to ſubmit to your conſideration, ad- 

5 vice & determination, the tee eren. 

Frgsr. That I will diſcharge you from all de- | mands which I may hereafter have nd you 5 

5 for any falary—and _ 
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- SECONDLY. That, although I continue your 5 1 

miniſter, you releaſe to me all claims you may 

have, for any future miniſterial or parochial du- 

ties and ſervices. 

00 theſe propoſitions ſhould meet your appro- 
bation, you will, I doubt not, take the neceſſary 

care to have ſuch votes paſſed and inſtruments | 
completed, as mar be proper to carry them in- 

to execution If, afterwards, you ſhould con- 
clude to N with my wiſhes and ſettle a 

| Colleague with me, who may diſcharge all the 

' miniſterial functions, I pray Gop to give you 
one after his own heart, who may faithfully la- 1 14 

bor in the ſervice of our Great Maſter, and be 
: 3 it 

able ſucceſsfully to promote your beſt 
and eter- | £0 { 

nal intereſt. —And, permit me earneſtly to. " | 

commend to you, in the purſuit of this 1 impor- „ | 

tant object, a continuance of that union and 

chriſtian candor which has ſo long honorably 1 

| diſtinguiſhed you as a Pariſh. . . = 

Wm 1 day couctoded to propoſe to you . 5 ö j 

to releaſe my future ſalary, that I might not ." 

continue a long and uſeleſs burden upon you, I 

knew I ſhould be greatly preſſed in providing 

for the comfortable ſupport of my family and 
the education of my children ; but your preſent 
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and future intereſt prevailed | over any perſonal 
Private conſiderations. | 

Ir, however, in my paſt labors among you, I 

have ſo conducted as to entitle myſelf to your 

eſteem and affection, and if your bountiful ſpi- 

rit ſhould thereby be induced to grant me ſome 

| pecuniary aſſiſtance to be paid by ſuch inſtal- 

ments as you ſhould judge convenient to vou, 5 

it would be eln, received * me. 

Bur whatever may be your r 
on this ſubject, or however it may pleaſe Gop 

in his providence to diſpoſe of me in this world; 

my earneſt and conſtant prayers to him will be, 

for your peace, proſperity, N and everlaſt- 5 
ing W : 

T am, 

: wich unſeigned Reedy 

your Affectionate Paſtor 

and humble Servant, 

THOMAS CARY. 

To Nathaniel 8 Eſq. 
Mederator, to be COMMUNICA> | 
ted 70 ? the Cart. 
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THE cropolitions contained in the 25 

ing letter having been taken into conſideration, 

the pariſh, at a new meeting held for that pur- 

poſe on the 21ſt of the ſame month, . the 

following votes, Viz. 

Tu a they would accept of the Reverend 

Tnouas Carr's releaſe of all demands he 

might have againſt them for ſalary, excepting 5 

for ſuch ſalary as had theretofore been voted him. 

Tnar, upon his executing ſuch releaſe, they 

would releaſe to him, and excuſe him from, all 

future Miniſterial and Parochial duties and ſer- 
vices; ; he, however, to remain their miniſter, 

and his paſtoral relation to the church and pa- 

riſh, to continue, any thing above voted, not- 
_ withſtanding; and the pariſh committee were 

authoriſed and directed, in behalf of the 8 5 

to execute ſuch releaſe. 5 

Trar in \ conſideration of the Rev. Tuonas 

1 Caxx's executing to the pariſh, a releaſe of all 
demands for ſalary (excepting for ſuch as had | 

been theretofore voted him,) the pariſh would, 

and thereby did, grant to, and engage to pay 

him, the ſum of ſix hundred pounds lawful mo- : 
ney, on or before the 25th March 1790, with 

lawful intereſt for ſo much of ſaid ſum as ſhould | 
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then remain unpaid, from that time, till paid. 

The manner of aſſeſſing, collecting and paying 
of I; was alſo _ upon + 

98 chat they would ſerde a 3 with 

the Rev. Mr. Cary, but that the time when, and 

the meaſures to be taken for that purpoſe, ſhould 

"DE left to the future determination of the church 

and | ns 

Taz Clerk of the SY having, by their 

direction, furniſhed Mr. Cary with a copy of 

dhe above votes, mutual releaſes, agreeablß 
8 thereto, were executed and ie between : 

f him and che Committee. | 

Ard at a meeting of the pariſh on 
che 11th Auguſt, 1788, again called at Mr. 

Cary's requeſt, the following letter from him 5 

Was communicated by the Moderator, 

Þ+ Tu 1 parich at { their Ann meeting in March, yy 
had voted Mr. Cary £200 ſalary for 1788, payable 

; in March 1789, of which they did not now accept 
_ a releaſe from him: and as the next year's ſalary 
would not have been payable till March 1790, the 
payment of the £900 WAS, for that reaſon, led ta 
"That time. e | | 7 
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LETTER II. 
Newbury port, 1 T7 1788. 

My Jeltzad Friends and Pariſhioners, 

I HAVE been notified by your clerk, of 
your proceedings on the ſubject of ſome propo- 

ſitions I took the liberty a few days paſt to lay 

before you, for your conſideration: and I fee! 

myſelf deeply penetrated with 1 affection 

and generoſity to me. 
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I am apprehenſive the raiſing of. the money 

ſtated i in your vote, in addition to my ſalary for : 

the current year, and the charge of ſupplying — 

hie pulpit, may, in ſome degree, be inconveni- 

ent to you during the preſent ſcarcity of caſh, : 

and ſtagnation of buſineſs; and my wiſh is, to 

leſſen this 1 inconvenience on your part, by ſhar- - =, 

ing with you 1 in the difficulties of the preſent hy: 1 | i 

Pen theſe dation I 1 your ac- EO - L 6 

ceptance of one hundred pounds, part of my — A j 
ſalary voted me for the current year, and alſo of 7 OL, 

another hundred pounds, part of the fix hun © | 

dred pounds, you had the goodneſs to grant me, : b [ 

in conſideration of my releaſing to you all de- Me 

mands f for future wy: 
i 5 4 

1 I‚ rywoss on no We f 

4s you doubtleſs fully conflencd my Gtuatl- | 

on and circumſtances when you were pleaſed to 5 
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make me that grant, it would be uſeleſs to ſug- 
geſt, that, although a prudent attention and ri- 

gid ceconomy in the management of my affairs, 

may, in the preſent ſtate of my family, (my 
children being now quite young) enable me to 

part with a portion of your bounty, yet, when 
my domeſtic expences ſhall increaſe, the diſ- 

charge of them will require the aid of all the 

3 you have had the goodneſs to make for 

me. But, from your paſt and recent kindneſs 

to me, I feel myſelf compelled to truſt to your 

future generoſity and juſtice, to give me ſuch 
further aſſiſtance hereafter, as the exigencies of _ 

my family, or the education and ſupport of my 9 5 : 

children, (if Gov ſhould continue them to me) Z 

may require; rather than to omit any thing on 
my part, which may diminiſh the weight of | 

your preſent. burdens. 

I!x gave me great pleaſure to find your deter- 

= mination of ſettling a colleague with me; and 

may Gop in his good pleaſure, grant you one, 

Who, by his life, may adorn the doctrines of 
our SAviouR, and be a rich OUS to you and 

your children, YE 

Avp now, my before I finiſh, bear 

im ns, while Ta, that a hambly hope ty 



general conduct, for the many years I was ena- 

bled to diſcharge the important duties of a mi- | 

niſter, (though I confeſs my great imperfections) 
as well as what I have now done, will convince 
you, that I have ſought, not yours, but you; that I 

have aimed to promote your peace, intereſt and 
| happineſs ;. ſo, I doubt not, you will do all that 

in you lies, to cultivate the ſame ſpirit among 
yourſelves. —l truſt I have been willing to im- 

d part unto you the Goſpel of Jxsus CuRIs T; 

| : and, not only ſo, but my deſire was, and ſtill 1 is, 

not to make a gain of you, not to diſtreſs, or be a 

burden to you, becauſe ye have been dear to me. 

Lr me then beſeech you, for Gop's ſake, and 
lor ChRIsx's fake; let me intreat you, by the 
mercies of our heavenly FaTHER, and by the 

= gentleneſs of our compaſſionate REDEEMER, as 

you have a regard to the welfare of this church 

and ſociety, to the reputation of religion, and 

the ſucceſs of the Goſpel, that you let the peace 

of Gop rule in your hearts, to which ye are call- 

ed in one body. Maintain that harmony which 

has been frequently noticed by others, which 

haas been fo grateful to all who have wiſhed and 

prayed for your proſperity, and which, you al- 

| ſo know, has been, and mult ſtill der of the 

greateſt advantage to you. 

. 
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ce Ir, therefore, my beloved brethren, there be 
any conſolation in CHRIST, if any comfort of 

Love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any 
bovwels and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be 

like minded, having the ſame love, being of one 

accord, of one mind; let nothing be done thro* 

ſtrife or vain glory, but, in lowlineſs of mind, Ez 

let each eſteem other better than themſelves ; 

look not every man on his own things, but eve- 

ry man, alſo, on the things of others; Jet this 

mind be in you which alſo was in CurrsrT Je- 

sus; ; and walk in univerſal love, as CurisT al- 

ſo hath loved you and given himſelf for you, an 

= offering to Gop of a ſweet ſmelling ſavor.” 

Wirz theſe evangelical precepts complied 

: with, what a happy revolution would there be 

among us! ? All men would be as brethren, and 

different churches and ſocieties, as one family. 

A continued ſeries of good offices would make 
life paſs away with great pleaſure, though we 
are liable to ſo many changes and afflictive e- 
vents, and earth would bear ſome reſemblance to a 

heaven. 

E Mar Gop then, of his infinite mercy in D E- 
* sus CHRIST, pour down a ſpirit of light, love 

and peace upon you all; that ye may grow up 

in him, whois the Head in all things; and may 



this Gop of love and peace ever delight to dwell 
GT you, and to bleſs you. 5 

I am, 

with great Reſpect, 

bonn Affestionare Paſtor 

and Humble Servant, 

THOMAS CARY, . 

70 Bs Honorable 3 
Ereenleaf, Eſq. Moderator, to 

. be communicated to the Parifh. 

Taz pariſh thereupon voted to accept the 
= fs therein relinquiſhed, and that the follow- 

ing addreſs, containing the reaſons inducing 

them to do ſo, ſhould be preſented to Mr. Ca- 

ry: A Committee was choſen for chat purpoſe, 

who preſented the ſame accordingly. 

7 
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19 
Newbury port, Avguſt x 1m, 1 8 

Reverend and Dear Sir, 

YOUR pariſhioners have confidered the 
ſeveral propoſitions you have had the goodneſs 

to lay before us, for our advice and determina- 
tion; and the reſult is contained in the votes 

of the pariſh, with copies of which che clerk 
will furniſh Fu 

_- 

WI feel ourſelves ſtrongly Wedel with . a 

grateful ſenſe of your regard for us, manifeſted 

mM your very generous and affectionate conduct 

towards the pariſh upon this melancholy occa- 

ſion: and your recent benevolent propoſal of 

relinquiſhing to us part of the grants heretofore 

made you, is a continuance of that ſincere and 

_ diſintereſted attention to our intereſt, prefera- 
bly to your own, which your whole conduct 
has evinced from the hour that God in his mer- 

Cy was pleaſed to give you to us as a miniſter.— 

Nor could we have ' prevailed upon e 5 

to have accepted any part of your propoſals, 

but from a firm conviction that the pariſh will 

hereafter chearfully make you ſuch compenſati- : 

on as the exigencies of your family and the e- 

ducation of your children, on your part, and 

8 equity, honor and Juſtice, on our part, may by 

demand. 

. 
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To us it is exceeding painful to reflect, that 

our warmeſt wiſhes for your long continued 

ſervices among us, are probably diſappointed, 

by the unhappy diſorder with which you are af- 

flicted; and that the true intereſt of the pariſh 

requires that we comply with your advice, and 

ſettle a colleague with you. In the proſecution 

of this important affair, we earneſtly requeſt | 

4 your advice and aſſiſtance ; and we truſt it will 

be your conſtant prayer, to the great Head of © 

the Church, that we may, in his own time, ob- 
tain a miniſter after- his own heart, who will 

preach to us his goſpel, and not the inventions 

of men; who will labor ſucceſsfully in the cauſe | 
of our Divine Maſter, and effectually promote 
the intereſt and N of our immortal ſouls. 5 

WE cannot 8 diſmiſs the hope that : 

your health may ſo far be reſtored that we may 
again have the ſatisfaction of leeing you in the 

| deſk, and of being, (occaſionally, at leaſt) aſ- 

5 ſiſted by your paternal advice and Pious in- 

ſtructions. 

Any: may that God, whom you Agde to 

ſerve, take you under his ſpecial protection; 
may he remove your diſeaſe and reſtore your 

health, and long may he continue you a bleſſing 

% 
1 

1 

+) 
* 

— 



to your family and people, until that: Tolemn * 

period, when his good pleaſure ſhall tranflate 
you from this abode of pain and ſorrow, when 

he ſhall pronounce you his faithful W and 
| receive you into the fullneſs of his) * 5 

2 0 the Rev. Tous Caar. I 
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