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SE R M ON, &c.

JOHN XVIII.XVIII . 36.

Jefus anſwered, my Kingdom is not of this
World ..

I
T is a principle, in which Chriſtians are generally

agreed, “ that the declarations of Chriſt and his

A poſtles,which we have ip the New Teſtament,

are of divine authority ;" tho they are not ſo

fully agreed that theſe are the only things, reſpecting

chriſtianity, which are ſo .

The Church of Rome have added hereto many

of their own iradicions, together with many decrees

of Popes and Councils, as infallible interpreters of the

word and will of God ; to which they aſcribe an equal

degree of divinity.

Proteſtants profeſs, indeed , to reject theſe, in the

general, as grouodleſs aod unwarrantable additions to

the chriſtian ſyſtem ; yet Proteſtants are not wholly,

without diffentions among themſelves.

Whether
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Whether it be that ſome, who have rejected the

groffer corruptions of the Romilh Church, are ſtill

fond of retaining ſome of a ſmaller Gize, as leſs hurt

ful, or more to their taſte ; or that length of time,

and the murable nature of language, have led them

to affix different ideas to the ſame things--from

whatever cauſe it hath proceeded, ſo it is, that their

conceptions of the Chriſtian Church , and particularly

of the officers Chriſt hath appointed in it, and of the

powers with which they are veſted, are, io fome
points, very differcot.

But as the Goſpel contioues the ſame as the

words of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, there recorded,

remain unchanged , however mutable men's opinions

or practice may be, it muſt be a good rule, for de

termining what is of divine authority, and what is

Dot, to recur to this original plan ; and, by carefully

examiniog things by it, to forin and ſettle our own

judgment.

By thus tracing back, to its firſt priociples , ang

ſyſtem of religion, which pretends to be founded on

the Goſpel, or to have Chriſt for its author, we are

moſt likely to diſtinguiſh what is true and geovine,

from what is ſpurious cr apocryphal- what is from

heaven, and of divine authority, from what is of

this world, or the ioventions of men-to ſeparate one

from the other, and to receive or reject accordiogly.

It is agreeable to this method that I ſhall attempt,

from the paſſage of ſcripture now read , as the foun

dation of my diſcourſe, to conſider the particular

ſubject which is, at this time, to engage our attention ;

I mean “ The validity of Preſbyterian Ordination."

Buc

o
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But what can be farther ſaid upon a ſubject fo

limited in its nature, and which has now been ſo

ofren handled in the rotation of this Lecture ? It has

been already ſo throughly and fully examined and

diſcuſſed, boih with reſpect to ſcripture and antiquity ;

and particularly by one of cur vcnerable Fathers,

whoſe diſcourſehas been made public, that little or

nothing new can be added.

The moſt, it is hoped, that can now be expected,

is, that the ſubject may be ſtill held up in ſomenow

points of view, whereby farther light may poſſibly,

be caft upon it, and ſome additional weight given

so the arguments already uſed to ſupport and vind

cate the practice of theſe churches.

It will be readily granted, I preſume, that by the

kingdom of Chriſt, mentioned in my text, is intended

the Church of Chriſt. He is a King, though not

like earthly princes. The King of Zion is meek

and lowly . He claims no dominion over the ſtates

of this world, as ſuch, nor does he aſſume any thing

of the outward ſplendor and magnificence of earthly

poteptates,

They who believe in him, as the Son of God, and

the Saviour of the world—who openly acknowledge

him under that important character, and ſincerely

ſubmit themſelves to the government of his facred

laws-- All ſuch, whether conſidered at large, as

ſcattered through the world, or as uoited together

in diſtinct ſocieties, are his loyal ſubjects. Over theſe

he reigps, and theſe are hischurch or kingdom .

As
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As divinely commiſſioned and appointed to that

important buſineſs, he has founded this kingdom .

He is the ſupreme head over it , and ſole legiſlator

in it. The officers of this kingdom are appointed

their qualifications and powers deſcribed and aſcer ,

tained, and the duties of their office pointed out by

him : And to him alore the ſubjects of this kingdoin

are accountable in what relates merely to iheit reli

gious fentiments and eternal ſalvation,

Theſe are things implied in the text, ſome of

which I ſhall particularly norice, and conſider, as

1. The beiog apd conſtitution of the Chriſtian

Church are of divine original.

11. Jeſus Chriſt, as the founder and fupreme bead

of this ſociety, hath the fole right and authority

ofmaking and eſtabliſhing laws, and appointing

officers in it. And therefore,

III. No laws or officers in the Chriſtian Church

fit to be eſteemed , as of divine authority, any

farther than they are laws made and officers

conſtituted and appointed byChrift; or thanas
they are conformable to that original and divine

plathe hath left os.

The confideration of theſe things thay lead to

fome proper view of the particular point before us -

may ſet the evidence we have of the validity of

preſbyterian ordination in a juft light, and thew the

weakneſs offome obje&tions uſually broughtagainſt it.

1. The



( 9 )

1. The being and conſtitution of the Chriftiati

Church are of divine original .

The juſtneſs of this obſervation from the text

appears from the manner in which our Saviour ex.

preſſed himſelf - My kingdom is not of this world.

It took not its riſe from the craft and ſubuilty, or

from the ambition and power of men. It was not

founded by human policy and wiſdom , but originated

from heaven, and is of adivine aod fpiritual paiure.

That the Chriſtian Church originated from heaven

appears from the evidence we have of Chriſt's divine

miflioó into the world , who was the founder and

framer of it. And of the ſufficiency of this evidence

DO one can reaſonably doubt, who, with a fair and

candid mind, Ihall examine this evidence, as it ariſes

from the prophecies that went before concerning

Chriſt, compared with the correſpondiógeteors which

happened, as to the time and place, and other circum

ftapces of bis birth , and the manner of his life. As

it ariſes likewiſe from the many and inconteftible

miracles which he wrought, healing the fick by a

word, and raiſing the dead to life, &c. -- from the more

thap humao wiſdom and knowledge he diſcovered

from the predi&tions he delivered ,and their exact ac

compliſhment, and particularly as to his owo reſur

rection ; and from ſome other things which might be

mentioned to the fame purpofe. No one, I imagine,

who ſhall conſider the things, with a miod free from

prejudice, and open to conviction, can retain a reaſona

ble doubt,butthat Chriſt was what he pretended to be

- the Son ofGod and Saviour of theyorld . That he

came down from heaven, as he declared , commiflicaed

and ſent by the Facher ; and that God was with him

tion owned and approved of him ia what he did.

And
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And this being granted, it follows, that whatever

Chriſt did , in profecụtigo of his important mioiſtry,

was from divide authority, agreeable to whae he

"Sometimes declared, shat beſpake the words, and did

the works of God.

As acting by divine authority then we are to

conceive of bim , when he choſe his Apoſtles - ap

poined them to their importage office, and fent

them forth as his miniſters ; therefore could he ſay

with propriery.As my Father hatb lent me, even

fe fendi I you +

And the divideappoinment and miſſion of theſe

Prinę mioifters of ſhe Gospel was abundantly au

thenticated and copfirmed by their being endued

with the power of workiog miracles themſelves, 10

confirm the doctrines they ſhould ceach, and be

facts shey thould relare ; and particularly by their

being, according to Chriſt's prediction and promiſes

filled with the Holy Ghoſt, on the day of Pentecoſto

when they fpake a variety of languages; (a che allas

piſhment of choſe who heard them.

Thys qualified for ſpreading the Goſpel itiroughi

the world for propagaring pod eſtabliſhiog the king

dom of Chriſt, they received this commillion trom

their Maſter and Lord, introduced with a declaration

of his divine power and authority All paper is

given unto me in heaven and in carth. GO de and

teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of

the Fatber, and of the Son and of the Holy Gholf.

Tenching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have

continanded you . I

Thus

# John 21. A Matr. xxvi 18 , 19, 20 :

+
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Thus commiſſioned, the Apoſtles ſet out on their

miniſtry ; sed the furpriziog ſucceſs which attended

their labors, may be justly viewed as an additional

evidence of their heavenly million and of the diviöity

of that - religion they taught, For though they

appeared as ibeep in the midit of Wolves- Though

they had to encounter the igaorance and ſuperiticija

the bigotry and malice of this world , and mer wicka

great oppofition -- with harolaps and ſufferings, yet

they triumphed over all, aod loop spread the Gospel

far agd wide. Many believed dud turned to the

Lord, and by baptiſm were gathered into the Church

of Chriſt .

This fociery, ſmall at firſt, and as a grain of muſtard

ſeed, preſeatly enlarged and spread itſelf through
the nations. Particular focieties were formed in

different places- united under Jeſus their commoa

head, and furoſhed with proper officers for their

religious goveroment, inſtruction and edification.

Thus was the kingdom of Chrift firſt ſet up ia

the world ." Nor, as I ſaid before, by human policy

and power, but in oppolition to theſe. I had not

its first riſe from, " nor any dependence upon his

world. Its being and exiſtence were evideatly from

heaven. It was the work of God the effect of

divine wiſdom, power and goodneſs,

And not only the firſt foundation and établidh .

ment of the Church of Chriſt, but its whole frame

and conſtiution, and the great end for which it was

erected, exhibit frong and coavinciog marks of its

heavenly original . Of all chis we inult be fenfible,

it we examine the New Teſtamepr, where the batute

and deliga of Chriſt's kingdom are repreſented.
Les
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Let us view there the laws and ordinances of this

kingdom - the facred rules and maxims by which the

ſubjects of it are to be goyeroed. They have no

thing of this world in view. They are not calculated

to advance men in earthly riches and greatoefs, por

to elevate ſome above others, in worldly pomp and

dignicy ; but they breath a celeſtial ſpirit aod in.

fluence, and are manifeſtly deſigoed to rectify the

diſorders of our minds to improve and perfect oar

Datures -- to make us like to the bleſſed God, and

fit for thoſe high and noble enjoyments which are

copfonapt to our rational and moral nature.

Let us view there the ſanctions of theſe laws,

They are not taken from this world. The rewards

promiſed to the obedient, are nor any high and

hogorable offices in this life, and lucrative poſts and

employments ; nor the puniſhments ihreained, peco

Diary mulats, fines, impriſonment, or death.

The great motives by which the laws of Chriſt

are enforced , lie above, and beyond the preſeor ſtate

and ſcene of things. They reſpect the favor or

diſpleaſure of Almighty God, and everlaſting happi

pels or woein a future world .

Nor are the officers Chrift hath appointed in his

kingdom like the rulers of this world . They have

Do lordly power and authority over his ſubjects, like,

what is exerciſed by the princes of the Gentiles,

Joſtead of yraonizing over others, they are to be

their ſervants, miniſtering to them in acts of kiodoeſs

and benevolence. It is their duty, indeed, to en

deavour the enlargement of Chriſt's kingdom , and

to increaſe the number of his ſubjects, but oot by

any of the hoſtile meaſures of this world the

Weapogs
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But theyweapons of their warfare are not carnal.

are to endeavour this, by preaching op a crucified

Saviour, and publilbing the truths of his Goſpel, in

their purity and ſimplicity ;-by eoligkteniog men's

minds, andconvincingandperſuading their judgments,

Dot by the abfurd method of bodily tortures, or any

other motives taken from this world, but by argu

ments drawn from the facred oracles, and ſuited to

their intellectual nature.

The buſineſs of Chriſt's miniſters, who are officers

in bis kingdom, is to ſeek eſpecially the ſpiricual

welfare and happineſs of his ſubje& ts. To elevate

their minds abope this world - to raiſe their views to

heaved, as their proper home, and to endeavour their

preparation for that bleſſed abode.

lo a word. The whole frame and conftitution of

the Chriſtian Chorch, as delineared and ſet before us

in the Goſpel, as well as the manner in which it was

firſt founded and ſet up, declare iis divine original.

From heaven it cook its riſe, and the great deſign of

it is, to bring men to that glorious and happy place.

From this account of the being and conſtitution

of the Chriſtian Church, I proceed to the ſecond

shiog poticed from the text.

II. Jeſus Chriſt, as the founder and ſupreme head

of this ſociety, hath the ſole right of makiog

and eſtablifhiog laws, aad appointing officers in it.

Jeſus anſwered , my kingdom , & c. He therefore is

King of this eccleſiaſtical ſociety, which implies 'his

ſovereign dominion over it . And it ſeems effential

to his being poffefſed of ſuch dominion, that the

power of legiſlation and goveroment ſhould be wholly

In his hands.

This
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This is not the caſe, indeed ; I meio , it ought.gat .

to be the caſo, io civil ſtates, and caogot be , iu free

ftates, where ſubjects have a proper enjoymeno of

placir juft rights. For as all human power muſt

originally reſide in and proceed from the commuonya

.rulers, though elevared in office, yer, Itrictly ſpeak.

xog we the creatores and ſervants of the people.

And as the higheſt earthly rulers are but imper

fect men— liable to miſconduct through ignorance,

marice, snabition, & zć. it is reaſonable they thould

nlerer bę poffefſed of abſolute, uncontroulable autho

rity. Icois jutt, add tends to the good of society,

thatche ttate Ihould always tave chis check upon the

legiflative and governing powers, to relyine that au
thority, which they have parted with, only for the

common good, whenever {uch authority is abuſed.

Bur in ſuch reſpects as theſe, Chriſt's kingdono is

St of this world . None of his fabjects ever ſtood

mbon á tevel with bim, bór contribured áoy thing to

that fupreme power of which he is poffeffed. His

kingdon is of his own fouading and eſtabliſhing
k is bis owo properly.

And Befides, that on this account, he may appear

to have a natural right to lovereigo dominion, ne is

onibeatly qualified to exertile fuch dominion, with.

But ever abuſing it.

The abfolute rectitude of his nature the per

tection of his wiſdom and koowledge, and his con

kaminate goodgefs, render it impoſible buç that his

hows and goveromedi lould bealways juſt and right,

and cakulated for the good and happineſs of his
fubjecte.

And
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And Chriſ being thus bead over all things to the

Church, a luppoſition that any, beſides him on

have power of legiſlation and goveromęgi ig is is

wholly without fouodation. For ſuch halt ac either

independently of bim , pod by ap authority of their

own ; or elle as his delegates, apd by a peper defined

from him ; neither of which can be the caſe

For to fuppofe they act independebtly of him , g

molt obvioufly iocooliſtent with his own fupremacy .

This is at once in dethrone him , and take his king

dom out of his hands. " And as to any one's acting

by delegarion, or as having received power and au

thority frong him , to make laws, aad appoint officers

io his kingdom , of this pę hapę do the leaſt insime

tion in the New Teſtament, Chriſt has conſtituted

no ſuch law-makers and vicegerents in his churcb ;

and we have abundang reaſon tº conclude he seret

intended there lhould be any. He has given it - it

ſolemn charge to all his ſubjects, not toaffumg or

pielend to any ſuch au tomily, nor to ſubmit so it

it ufurped, or claimed by others. Call no man yout

Father upon carth - neither be ye called Maltes.

One is your Father who is in heaven - One is yout

Alafter even Chriff, and all ye are brethren. *

And this fupreme dominion and authority of our

exalted Redeemer muſt have reſpect, not oply to the

fimple acts of makiog laws and appointing officers ia

his kingdom, bar to whaiever will havę irfoence og

the dature and operation of faws ; as for inſtance

the particular fedfe in which they are to be underſtood

and obeyed.And so whatever will affect ihe businets

of officers is their rank and digoity, and thepovers

committed to them . This will be evidene op i

moment's reflection.

• Matt. xxii . 8 , , 10
For

/
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For, let it be ſuppoſed that any man, or body of

med, have authority to determine the ſenſe of certaig

doctrines or laws of Chriſt, ſo as to oblige others to

teceive them in their particular fenſe, it is obviour

ſuch men may, by virtue of their own interpretation ,

alter the pature of theſe do& rides and laws, juſt as

they pleaſe ; and may abſolutely annihilate them, as

to their origioal intention. And theſe authoritative

interpreters would , in effect, be the legiflators and

rulers, in Chriſt's kingdom, in contradiction to his

own acknowledged fupremacy and dominion.

So likewife, if new officers ſhould be added to

thore Chriſt hath appuiored in his kingdom , or,

which amounts to much the fame, if thoſe he bath

conſtituted fhould be altered , and made different from

what theywere . if, for inſtance, that equality which,

Pris ſuppoſed, the New - Teſtament clearly points out

between biſhops and preſbyters or elders -- if this

equality ſhould be deſtroyed-- if ſome of theſe ſhould

be exalted above others in digoily and power - ſhould

be raiſed to diſtinguiſhed honors and privileges, and

authorized to perform peculiat acts, from which others

are excluded , as incapable, it is magifeft that by ſuch

changes and alterations in the Chriſtiap Church, it

would become quite a different thiog from what it

was when firſt cooſtiſured. It could be, but in parte

the kingdom of Chriſt ; in part it muſt be a kingdom

of this world ; or the kingdom of thoſe men , who

made theſe changes and alterations in it.

But now , Chriſt being the ſupreme and fovereiga

Lord over his own Church or kingdom - being the

fole legiflator and authoritative ruler in ir, muft

iqtirely and foreverexclade all others from any ſuch

authority
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authority and power -- from any authority to make

new laws, or appoint new officers in his kiogdom

from all authority even to interpret any of his laws

or doctrines, ſo as to oblige others to receive and

obey them in their particular ſenſe. And , as intirely

mult this exclude all others from authority to make

any diſtinctions among the officers of his kingdom,

which he hath not made ; – to give powers to ſome

which he has not granted , or to deprive others of

thoſe with which he has invested them.

And if this reaſoning is juſt, it follows, I conceive ,

as an undeniable conſequence.

Ill. That no laws or officers now in the Chriſtian

Church are to be eſteemed as of divine autho

riiy , any farther than they are laws made and

officers conftitured and appointed by Chriſt, or,

than as they are conformable to that original

divine play he has left us.

This conclufion reſults from its being manifeſtly

inconſiſtent with the ſupreme dominion of Chriſt in

his own kingdom , that any beſides him, and inde

pendeot of him , lhould have authority to act as les

giflators and rulers jo it . Any laws, therefore, or

officers, which have taken place in the Chriſtian

Church , and appear pot ; or, lo far as they appear

pot , to have been made and conftiruted by Chriſt,

we are not to look upon as properly belongiog to

his kingdom, por as of divine authority.

Aod this naturally brings us to conſider and exte

amine the particular point we have in view, vizin

" the article of preſbyterian ordination .”.

С I
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I capoot perſuade myſelf, indeed, but that , if alt

controverſy was out of Gghi, no one could reaſonably

doubt the validity of ordination by Preſbyters or

Elders , who, with a fair and honeſt mind, ſhould

examine that plan of the Chriſtian Church the Goſpel

fers before us.

We, as Diſſenters from the Church of England

or rather, as forming our fentiments by the facred

Seriprures, believe and affert this validity. The

Churches in this coudry, in general, with many elſe

where, practiſe upon this principle ; and , we doubt

dor, God approves cur practice - has greatly bleſſed,

and will continue to bleſs the miniſtrations of his

fervabis thus ordained.

Epiſcopaliaos, as they are called , zealouſly oppoſe us

in this point, and repreſeot our ordinations as oull

and void. And it is oppoſition from this quarter , and

pot any doubtful circumſtances, attending the ſubject

itself, upon a ſcriprure view of it , which has rendered

the defence of this article important, and , 'tis likely,

gave riſe to this lecture, in the mind of the hono

table founder .

It is an avowed principle of the Church ofEngland,

and no immaterial part of the foundation of its pre.

feoi grand hierarchy, that Biſhops aod Preſbytersare

not the ſame, but iwo diftinct officers in the Church

of Chrift ;-that Biſhops are an order fuperior in

sapk and dignity, and have, in pariicular, the power

lef ordaining others,or feparating them to the goſpel

miniſtry, which Preſbyters havenor.

In ſupport of theſe ſentiments, ſome writers on that

Aide the queſtion bave laid great weight on what, they

fay, were the opinions and practice of thechurch in the

garlyages of it, and even from the Apoſtles days.

But
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But any conſiderable acquaintance with the ancient

hiſtory of the church mult fatisfy the on prejudiced,

that no argument of any force can be drawn from

thence. For it is manifeſt, and is acknowledged by

ſome of the moſt learned and judicious of Epiſcopalians

themfelves, chat, in the earlieſt ages , the words Preſby

ter and Biſhop were uſed, as they were by the in.

{ pired writers, without any diſcrimination ; and iac

tended perſons of one and the fame office.

lo cimes more remote from the apoſtolic age,when ,

through length of time, and the lults of men , various

corruptions had crept into the church, it is readily

acknowledged theſe words were uſed, by ſome wri

ters, to point out different officers ; and the Biſhop was

then exalied above his brother Preſbyter.

But this was not the only innovation which took

place in the church , nor was the exalted Bilbop the

only new officer who was conſtituted and ſet up in it .

There ſoon entered, and by the ſame door, Suba

deacons, Archdeacons, Archbiſhops, Patriarchs, & c.

with a loog catalogue of religious riies and ceremo

pies, which were introduced, not all at once, indeed ,

but gradatim et paulatim , to beautify and adore the

church, and edify its members.

Theſe all ſtand upon the ſame bottom with Biſhops,

as diftinguiſhed from Preſbyrers, and were created

by the fame power, i. e. human power. They all

are the inventions and inftirutions of uninſpired and
fallible men .

Some of theſe might originate, ’ ris probable, from

pious views and deſigns, in the weak and injudicious

others froin the pride and ambition of a corrupe

C 2 clergy

4



( 20 )

clergy, who impoſed on the ignorance and ſuper

ſtition of the vulgar ; and orhers might ſpring from

other cauſes.

But we mean not to ferile che point before us by

human authorities ; and it ſeems, indeed, but a uſeleſs

kind of parade, to mufter the Fathers, as they are

calledto marlhal them on oppoſite ſides, and play

them off againſt one another..

Having the inſpired writings for our inſtructor and

guide, it is of but very little conſequence, in this

controverſy, what the Fathers, or other fallible men,

have wrote or practiſed - what opinions or cuſtoms

they have approved or condemned, eſpecially ſince

they have ſo often contradicted one another, and

themſelves too .

'As to all innovations upon the ſcripture plan , our

Saviour's remark, reſpecting divorce , is a ſufficient

confulation of them But from the beginning it

was not fo *

Our appeal is to the ſacred books of the New

Teſtament, where we have, from divine inſpiration,

the only account we can fully depend on, of the firft

foundation and conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church ;

-of its laws, ordinances, officers, & c. And there is

appears, in a light fufficiently clear and ſtrong, that

Biſhops, and Preſbycers or Elders, were the ſame

officers in the Church of Chriſt ; that there was

po difference in their qualifications, their powers, or

employments.

It will not be expected I ſhould mention all

thoſe paſſages in the facred oracles, which might be

pertinent on this occaſion. 1 lball cake o otice only

of

# Matt. xix . 8 .
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of two or three, which may be ſufficient to the preſent

purpoſe. The firſt is in Tit . i. 5 , 7. where the

Apoſtle Paul cells Tirus he left him in Crete - to

ordain Elder's in every city. He then ſhews how

theſe Elders were to be quslified. If any man be

blameleſs, &c. and immediately adds this reaſon of his

advice - For a Bilhop muſt be blameleſs. The word

for there is evidently caufal, and thews the identity of

office between an Elder or Preſbyter, and a Bilhop.

Titus was to take care that the perſons he or

dained Elders were of blimeleſs character ; and for

this reaſon, becauſe a Bihop muſt be ſo. But to what

purpoſe could this be fail , or with what propriery,

unleſs an Elder and a Biſhop were the ſame ia office ?

Add from his paffage it appears, not only that the

office of a Bilhop and Elder was the ſame, but that

their qualifications, were the ſame likewiſe.

The best place I ſhall mention is in Acts xx. 17.

Where we read that Paul being at Mileros, ſent to

Epheſus for the Elders of the church , to cake his

Jaſt leave of them, and to give them his ſolemo

parring charge. To theſe Elders he thus avdreſſed

himſelf in the 28th verſe. Take heed unto yourſelves,

and to allthe pock. over which the Holy Ghoſt hath

made you over ſeers (ETIXOTOUS biſhops) to feed the

the Church of God, which he hath purchaſed with

his own blood.

Here it is . manifeſt, not only that Elders were

Biſhops, or that their office was one and the fame,

but that the work aſſigned them , in the execution

of their office, was the ſame alſo, viz. to feed the

Church of God . The word towaluty here rendered

to feed, is of ſomewhat extenqve meaning, and may

fignify
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fignify to preſide over, and govern the church by

the laws of Chrit, as well as to niailter o it in

other reſpeéts. Elders aod B ſhops had therefore the

ſame power committed to them in the Church of

Chriſt, and were authorized and directed to perform

the ſame miniſterial ſervice.

And this may appear ſtill farther evident from one

paſſage more I ſhall mention ,which is in i Per. v . 1 , 2 ,

The Elders which are among yor i exhort, who am

alſo an Elder, &c. feed the flock of God which is

among you , taking the overſight thereof (871542787 55

performing the office of Bithop ] not by contraint,

but willingly, & c.

I am not inſenſible that ſome objections have been

offered againſt the plain and obvious feoſe of the

above paſſages of Scriprure : Bor theſe have been fo

often confidered, and fo fully removed , that I ſhall

take no gotice of them ; nor of attempts which have

been made to prove a ſuperiority of rank and power

in Bilhops above Pre by ters , from the ſuppoſed

Epiſcopacy of Timothy 2nd Ticus The ſuppoſi

tion that theſe two Evangeliſts poffeffed epiſcopal

powers, which Presbyters did not, is ſo intirely without

any fcripture foundation, that it merits notour con

fideration, any more than the doctrine of an uopter.

rupted ſucceſſion of Bilhops, in the modern form , even

from the time of the Apoſtles; and ſome other

things which over zealous and whimſical men have

Iaid ftrefs upon .

: Our appeal, as I ſaid before, is to the facred books

of the New Teſtament, where we have the words

of divine inſpiration to determine our judgmeat and

practice
And



( 23 )

1I

Apd it appears, I conceive , with ſufficient evidence,

from ihe pafl'ages above quoted , as well as from many

others which might be mentioned, thar , according to

the conſtitution and pattern of the Chriſtian Church,

left us by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, the games Bilhop

and Preſbyter or Elder, were uſed indiſcrimioarely,

to figoity or point out perſons of one and the fame

office : -that their qualifications, their authority,and

the work aſſigned to them ,were preciſely the fame...

They were equally authorized therefore to preach

the word , to adminiſter the ordinances of the Goſpel,

to ordaio , or ſolemnly to ſeparate other meet perſons,

to the goſpel miniſtry ; and to perform any other

ſervice which belonged to their office as miniſters of

Chriſt. From all which we may very juftly and ſafely

cpoclude the validity of ordination by Preſbyters.

For if the office of theſe and of Bifhops was the

fame, and the work appointed to each of them , as

miniſters of Chriſt, was the fame, it will then follow ,

as a juſt concluſion, that ordination by Preſbyters

is ſcriptural and valid, ſuppoſing that the A& of or

daiping others was a part of the work aſſigned them .

True, our opponents may fay, fuppoſing this

ſuppoſing the act of ordaiping others, to be a part of

the work aſſigned to Preſbyters, or even to Preſbyters

aod Biſhops in common, then this concluſion might

be juſt; but this is denied.

We grant that a power of ordination exiſted in the

firſt ordinary and ſtanding miniſters of the Goſpel

and hath deſcended down from them to others, by

Chriſt's appointment ; but then this power was only

ip Biſhops, as diſtinguiſhed from Preſbyters.

Тө

*
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To this objection, which refts wholly upon ad

arbitrary diſtinction between the office and power

of Biſhops and Preſbyters, it would be a ſufficient

aoſwer, to obſerve, that we have inſtances, in the

New - Teſtament, of ordination performed by perſons

under the name of Preſbyters, * but not a ſingle ig

ſtance of any performed by perſons under the name

of Biſhops ; from whence we might fairly conclude,

that if there was any diſtinction of office and power

between theſe, Preſbyters and not Bithops bad power
to ordain.

But I choſe to reſt the point, at preſent, upoo

that identity of office, of power, and of work or

ſervice we have fully proved between Preſbyters

and Biſhops.

There is no diſpute between Epifcopalians and us,,

as to Bilhops haviog, in the apoſtolic'age, a divine

right to ordain others. This we believe and affert

equally with them. And it being evident, 10 de

monſtration, that at that time, the words Bilhop and

Preſbyter were convertible terms, and uſed indiffer

ently for each other ;-that Bithops were Preſbyters,

and Preſbyters Biſhops ;-that their qualifications,

their office, their power and buſineſs were the ſame,

the conclufion is fair aad juft, that ordination by

Preſbyters is ſcriptural and valid .

And it follows likewiſe, from what hath been ſaid

above, of the equality and ſameneſs of Bilhop and

Preſbyter, that whatever diſtinction between iheſe

has taken place ſince the apoſtolic age -- whatever

ſuperiority in rank , and digoity of office, or of

power in the Church of Chriſt, a Bilbop is ſuppoſed

now to have, above a Prefbyter, is a diſtinction and

fuperiority

* 1 Tim , iv, 13 , 14. Acis xiji. 1 , 2 , 3 .



( 25 )

1

fuperiority without any foundation. A Biſhop, thus

diſtinguilhed and elevated , is no officer in the church

or kingdom of Chriſt, but merely of human inrepcion

and creation.

And in the ſame light we juſtly view a large

number of others, as Canons, Deans, Archbiſhops,

Chancellors, &c. Of ihere, and of ſome other officers,

tho' of high imporrance in the Church of England, we

read nothing in the New Teſtament. They have

peither dame, nor place , nor work aſſigned to them ,

in the divine conftitution and form ofthe Church of

Chriſt which is there . exhibited . They are all

officers of men's ciearing and festing up. Their

exiſtence and au hority are not from Chriſt, the dis

vine founder and ſupreme head of the Church, but

wholly from this world.

But from this ſome may be ready to conclude, I

ám for cutting off the Church of England, from being

any part of the Church of Chrilt ;–for demoliſhing

all her officers, and nullifying all her adminiftrations.

But ſuch concluſions as theſe, from what I have

ſaid , would not be ſtrictly juſt. Nor do I mean to

retaliate opon our epiſcopal brethren, by any hard

and uncharitable reflections.

I ſincerely with the character of that Church may

be ever ſupported, and appear reſpectable in ihe

eyes of all Chriſtiaos, fo far as it is built on the foun .

dation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt

himſelf being the chief corner ſtone.

I doubt not but great and good men- fiocere

diſciples of Chriſt, have, and fill belong to that

eſtabliſhment ; and that ſome of its moſt dignified

clergy have been eminently ſervicable in promoting

D che
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the true intereſt of the Redeemer's kingdom : Nor

do I doubt its being a part of the Church of Chriſt,

notwithſtandiog the many human additions which

ſtill adhere to it .

But then theſe additions-all its deviations from the

Scripture paciern , cannot be juſtly eſteemned any part

of its character, as a Church of Chriſt, but ſo many

corruprions it has unhappily received , and ſtill retains;

and which, inſtead of adding to its true beauty and

glory, really disfigure and deformit. Theſe are oot

gold, Glver and precious ſtones, built on Chriſt, che

only foundation, but wood, hay and ſtubble, which

the power of truth may in time, purge and purify

it from .

And tho' the Church of Chriſt knows no ſuch

officers as Bilbops, of ſuperior rank and power to

Preſbyters, yet I charitable believe ordination by theſe

may be valid . Not indeed, as they are Bilhops, in a

prelarical ſenſe , but as they are Scripture Biſhops,

and the ſame io rank and office with Preſbyters,

For it is only in this view of them, that they can

juſtly be conſidered as officers in Chriſt's kiogdom ,

and as having any divine right to ordain : lo the

other view, all their authorily is from this world , and

is, therefore,in reality, no authority at all .

So that if our ordinations by Preſbyters are not

more valid than thoſe by Biſhops, they certainly can

not be leſs ſo, unleſs an authority derived frommeo

merely from this world, may be ſuppoſed greater and

betier than an authority derived from heaven.

I ſhall now beg your farther patience, qoly ' till I

offer a few reflections upon, or inferences from what

hath been ſaid , And,

1. The

1
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i . The Chriſtian Church being of divine original,

we ſhould ever look on its conſtitution as facred and

inviolable.

Every work of God is perfect in its kind , nor are

we able to improve upon, and mend, what was de

ſigned and executed by infinite wiſdom . The moſt

pious views and motives will not juſtify us in attempt

jog this, as we have neither authority nor capacity

for ſuch buſineſs. Corruptions in the Church, ' tis

highly probable, were early introduced, by a diípo

ſition to mend it, or make alterations to its advantage.

Good men, but weak and injudicious, imagined that

an officer of higher rank and greater power, than a

common Preſbyter, would have more influence in

correcting abuſes in the Church, keeping out hereſies,

& c. Hence, ? ris likely , the office of a Bihop, as

diſtinguiſhed from, and ſuperior to Prelbyter, firſt

took its riſe. Other alterations might proceed from

the ſame cauſe, and, many from other cauſes much

leſs juſtifiable.

Corruptions once beguo, were carried from one

degree to another, ' till , in ſome places, what was called

theChurch of Chriſt, had very little of its origioal form

left, and became almoſt intirely a kingdom of this world.

Biſhops, in particular, were pot only raiſed above

Preſbyters, but their elevation gradually increaledo

They were made Archbiſhops, Patriarchs, &c. And,

in ſome places , in addition to their epiſcopal dignities,

they were created Counts,Marquiles, Dukes ; and have

ſometimes claimed aod poffefled all the Regalia of la ..

vereigo Princes. They have given laws to pations,

and battle to their enemies , at the head of numerous

armies of their own raiſing. This was making the

Church ofChriſt a church militant indeed.

BacD 2.
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But how unlike to the meek and benevolent Son of

God ,who came not to deſtroy mea's lives, but to ſave

them , muſt theſe military heroes appear, who pretend

ad to be his diſciples, and officers ia his kingdom ?

Now , as ſuch groſs corruprions proceeded from

{mall alterations, at firft, in the ſcripture plan, how

cautious ſhould we be of ever attempring any thing

of this nature ! How inviolable ſhould we hold the

inſtitutions of heaven !

And it is by a cloſe and ſteadfaſt adherence to that

divine pattern left us by Chiilt and bis Apoſtles, that

we may hope the truth, as it in Jeſus, will , in time,

prevail over error aod ſuperſtition , and, by its power

ful efficacy, remove, by degrees, all thote human

alterations, which have ſo greatly mutilated and de

formed the church ;-will rettore it to its original

purity and glory, when it will appear again , to its

friends, fair as the moon and clear as the fod ; and

to its enemies, terrible as an army with baoners.

Again,

2. The ſupremacy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, over

his owo church or kingdom ; – his being the role

legiſlator aod -authoritative ruler in it, as this thould

caution us againſt aſpiring at any lordly dominion

over others, fo it lould guard us agaioſt ſubmitting

to the authority ofany, who would uſurp and exerciſe

ſuch dominion over as .

lo all things which reſpect our religious faith

and practice, we are to recur to the ſacred ſtandard

Chrilt hath left us. We are to compare all things

with this, and to judge of all things by this,

It

!

1
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It is of but hale importance to us, what are the

opinions or practice of this or thar fallible man , unleſs

we can find them agreeable to the doctrines and laws

of Chriſt. He only is our. Master in what relates

to conſcience, and our eternal ſalvation . To him we

ſtand or fall. And if we approve ourſelves to him,

we need not be greatly aoxious as to what men may

judge or ſay of us.

3. Upon the principles which have been now laid

down and eitablithed , our diffent from the Church of

England - our rej ction of sen form of governmeot

of her rites and ceremonies , muſt be foreverjuſtified.

We diffent from her in oo arricle, but where we

are well perſuaded the herſelf has ciffenced from the

Scripture Plan. We reject nothing, but what ge are

well perſuaded ,had its rile and eſtabliſhment from

the inventions andpower of inen . We ſeparate from

her, only fo tar as we believe ſhe has deviated from

che form and conſtitution of Chriſt's kingdom , and

is become a kingdom of this world . And thus far,

eveo our allegiance to Jeſus Chriſt, as our only

fupreme head, our lawgiver, our ruler, and judge,

obliges us to diffent.

Inſtead therefore of imagining our fore- fathers

were guily of ſchiſm , of which they and their fol.

lowershave been often accuſed, in ſeparating from

the Church of England, and caſting off the yoke

voder which they had groaneư, we ought to venerate

and honor their memories, for that pious zeal and

fortitude they diſcovered, in aſſerting the liberty

wherewith Chriſt had made them free : And that

from a regard to their own conſciences, and the honor

of
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of their divine Lord, they ſubmitted to hardſhips and

ſufferings, in, plapting churches in this tand, more

conformable to the goſpel pattero .

And it certainly becomes us their deſcendents,

who reap the happy fruits of their trials, not to become

again entangled with the yoke of bondage ; but to

ſtand faſt in that liberty they have tranſmitted to us.

And from the ſame principles which juſtify our

diffent, io general, from the epiſcopal form and go

veroment of the church, we conclude, and with the

greateft Teaſon, the validiiy of ordination by Preſby.

ters;for Scripture- Bilhops.»

• For, by examining the conſtitution of the church,

ôr kingdom of Chriſt-its doctrines and laws-ihe

officers he hath appointed in it - their qualifications

and powers, and the work he has afligoed to them ,

as thefe things are placed before us in the New

Teſtament upon fach examination , we find it evi

dedi, beyond all reaſonable doubl , thai Bilbops and

Preſbyters had oder and the same office, and equal

authority to perform all miniſterial ſervices, and

iberefore ordination among the reſt. And the oba

je &tions to this, from our opponents, being grounded,

mainly 9.00a:ſuppoſed ſuperiority of Biſhops to

Preſbyters, and reſting op unwarrantable alterations

in theChurch of Chriſt, and receiving therefore all

their force from human authority, ought not , in the

deciſion, of the preſent point, to have the weight

ofa feather.

And I capnot but recommend it to all to the

young gentlemen of this Society in particular, and

eſpecially to ſuch of them as are deligned for the

goſpel

1



( 31 )

goſpel miniſtry, to give cloſe attention to the ſacred

Scriprures in their examination of this ſubject. Your

looking back into antiquity, will, indeed be no dif

advantage to you, nor to the practice or cauſe of theſe

Churches, it you can take a proper extenſive view

of what has been wrote relative to this controverſy .

But then remember that after all your refearches,

the ſacred Scriprures ought to be your guide. The
words of Chriſt , and of his Apoſtles, are not only

more ancient than thoſe of the Fathers, as they are

called , and of later writers, but they alone are of

divine authority, and ought to determine and ſettle

our judgment, in all things of a -religious nature.

And I am perſuaded that the more the preſent

point is viewed and examined by the light of Scrip

ture, the evidence for the validity of preſbyterian

ordination will appear brighter and ſtronger, and

triumph over all objection.

To conclude,

Let it be the concern of all, that they are the true

and real ſubjects of the kingdom of Chriſt . A reli

gion fo evidently divide as that which the Goſpel

teaches, and the great deſign of which is ſo infinitely

gracious, muſt, in the higheſt degree, deſerve our

attention ; and greatly ſolicitous ſhould we all be, that

we experience its fanctifying and ſaving influence. !

But our beloved ſons, the ſtudepis in this place,

for whoſe welfare we feel a parental tenderneſs,

will fuffer me, in a particular manner, to recommend

this to them,

Amidſt
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Amidſt all your Audies of the liberal arts and

ſciences, and to acquire thoſe literary accompliſhments,

which may juſtly adorn your character, and reader

you uſefulmembersof ſociety, let me requeſt it of you,

not to ocglect the ſtudy of yourſelves, and a proper

cokivation of your owo minds, in a moral view .

Converſe much with the ſacred claflics. Make

the doctrines and laws of Chriſt tamiliar to you,

Often compare yourſelves with, and examioe your

ſelves by them ; and be concerned that every thing

yet amiſs in your tempers or lives, be rectified by the

grace of the Goſpel ;-that you are daily improving

in the true and folid virtues of Chriſtianily, and ripen

ing for that ſtate of indlels glory and felicity, which

Shall be the portion of the righreous.

Believe me, my young friends, all the glitteriag

charms of this preſent world, ſo apt to engage and

captivate the miod in early life, are bur gilded dancing

bubbles, which vanilh in a moment, compared with

this.

And may we all ſo conduct through the preſent

ftate, as tobe accepted of our great lawgiver, ruler

andjudge, and find our loi amoog his faithful ſub

jects, at that important time, when having put down

all rule, and all authority and power, aod ſubdued

all his and his church's enemies, he ſhall deliver

up the kiogdom to the Father, and God thall be all

and in all.

7 AP 64
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