Digitized by GOOS[(’.



Tucker’s
,S E.'R 'M”ON.*

t

DUDLEIAN-LECTURE .

. ' Septcmbcz 25 1778.







T he Vahdu:y of Presbytenan Ordmauon -
argued, from Jefus Chrift's being
 the' Founder, the fole Legiflator,

and fupreme Head and Ruler of
the Chriftian Church.

t

DISCOURSE

Dclxvered in the Chapel. ’
. O'F
HARVARD COLLEGE '
1N
Cambmdge, Ne w—England
4 Scptcmbcr 2, 1778, _,
At thc LECTURE founded by the

Hon. PAUL DUDLEY Efq,

By JOHN TUCKER, A. M. s
Paftor of the firlt Church in. NEwsury: - ’
 BQSTON, NEW-ENGLAND
Printap 8Y THOMAS;& JOHN FLEET, 1778,




L 1776, Mr, Morrill of- W.llmmgton. . -

. A Lx,ﬁ of the Gendcmcn who have
Prcached thc DUDLEIAN Lc&ure.

"1755. Th¢ Rew Pr¢ﬁ,d¢m Holyoke.
1756.  Mr. Barnard of Marblehead.
1757." Dr. Wigglefworth, Profeffor of Divianty.
1758. Dr. Appleron of Cambridge,.
, M. Prince of Bofton was ﬁrﬁ chofe, bat de-
clined on accougt of his ill ftate of health,
1759. Mr. Gay of Hingham.
_ - Pr. Sewall of Boftop firft chofe, bu; dechncd :
: oR accoyny ot his Age. = L
1760. *Mr. Wigglefworth of '~f~:-t
. 1761, Mr. Foxcroft of Boft
1762, Dr. Chauncy of Boft
~ 1763. Mr. Clark of Danver:
*31764. Mr. Abbot of Charlef
1765. Dr. Mayhew of Bofton. . ,
1766. Dr. Pemberton of Bofton,  © * . ] L
T 1767, Mr Copkg of. Cambudgc ' : |
. 1768. Mr. Barnard of Salem.
- 1769. Dr. Mather of Bofton.
‘1770 Mr. Adams of Roxbary.
1771.  Dr. Blict of Bofton,
‘1772, Mk, Stevens, of Kitiery: -
1773. Dr. Cooper of ‘Bofton. - - -
- 1774. Mr. Webfter of bahfbury
¥775. - Prefident

1777. M. anglefworth Profcflor of Divinity.

cheral of thefe Sermons were printed, It is de-
fired by many, that the public may be favored
with the others, which are. cakefully prcfervc.l
in; the Archives of the Coﬂcg;. : :




S“E R M. O N 89% i

: Qmmmmmo«#

JO HN xviL 36

' TFefus anfwered, my ngdom is not qf this

Worfd*—-—r

Tisa prmcnple, in which Chriftians zfc gcnc:allg
I agreed, “ that the declarations of Chrift and his

Apottles, which we have i ip the New-Teftamgne,
are of divine authority ;” tho’ they are not fo

fully agreed that thefe are the only thmgs, refpc&mg
chnftmmty, whxch are fo

‘Fhe €hurch of Romc have alded: hereto mnay
of their own iraditions, togcther with many decrees
of Popes and Councils, as mfalhble interpreters of the

word and will of God; to Which they- afcribe an equalr

degree of dwmuy

Proteftants profefs, indeed, to rejet chefe, in the

general, as groundlefs and unwarrantable additions-to
the chriftian fyftem; yet Proteftants’ are not wholly
without diffentions ‘among themfelves, -

. Whe(hcr
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.. Whether it be that fome, who have rejeted the
grofler corruptions of the Romith Church, are ftill
fond of retaining fome of a fmaller fize, as lefs hurt-
fal, or more to their tafte ; or that length of time,
and the mutable pature of .langnage, have led them
to affix different ideas to the fame things—from
whatéver caufe it hath proceeded, fo it is, thac their
conceptions of the Chriftian Church, and particularly
of the officers Chrift hath appointed in it, and of the

- powers with which they are vefted, are, in fome

points, very differcat. o ,
But as the Gofpel contioues the fame—as the

‘wordg of Chrift 'and his ‘Apoftles, there recorded,
_remain unchanged, however mutable men’s opinions’

or pra&ice may be, it muft be a good rule, for de~ .
terminiog what is of divine authority, and what is
not, to recur to this original plan ; .and, by carefully
examiniog things by it, to ferm aad feule our own
judgment. S

By thus tracing back, to its ficft principles, ang
fyftem of religion,. which pretends to be founded on

_the Gofpel, or to have Chrift for its author, we are

“moft likely to diftinguith what is true and genuine,

- I'mean « The validity of Prefbyterian Ordination.”

from what is fpurious cr .apocrypbal—what is from

heaven, and of divise authority, from what is of = .
this world, or theinventions of men—to feparate one
from the other, and to reccive or reje&t accordingly.

It is agreeable to this method that I fhall attempt,’
from the paffage of feripture now read, as the foun- -
dation of ‘my difcourfe, to confider the particular .
fubje@ which is, at this time, to engage our attention ; -

Bat

N W; ,a. g "’
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But what can be farther faid upon a fubje fo
. limited in its. natare, and which has now been fa
- often handled in the rotation of this Le&ure ? It has
been already fo throughly and fally examined and -
difcufled, both with refpe to fcripture and antiquity ;
and particalarly by one of cur venerable Fathers;
whofe difcourfe 'has been made public, that little or-
nothing new can be added. - o

The'mott, it is hoped, that can now be expedted,.
is, that the fubje& may be ftill held up in fome new
points of view, whereby farther light may poffibly

- be caft upon it, and fome additional weight gived
* oo the arguments already ufed to fupport and vind-
cate the pradtice of théfe churches.

, 1t will be readily granted, I prefume, that by the
kingdom of Chrift, méntioned in my text, is intended
* the Church of Chrilt. He is a King, though not
like earthly princes. The King of Zion is meek
.and lowly, He claims no dominion over the ftates
of this world, as fuch, nor does he affume any thing
of the outward fplendor and maguificence of earthly
potentates, - ° . ‘ o

They who believe in him, as the Son of God, and

-~ the Saviour of the world—who opmly acknowledge -
him under that important” charatter, and fincerely
fubmic themfelves to the government of - his facred
laws——All fuch, whether confidered” at large, as,
fcattered through the world, or _as ‘united. together
~in diftio& focieties, are his loyal fubje&s.  Qver thefe
~ he reign3, and thefe are his church or kingdom. ., "

e '."As"
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 As aiqutﬁy commifioned and appointed to thae

important bufinefs, he has founded this kingdom.
He is the fopreme head over it, and fole legiflator
init. “Theofficers of this kingdom are appointed—
their qualifications and powers defcribed and afcer-
Gained, and the duties of their office pointed ott by
Kim: And to him albre the fubje&s of this kingdon
are accountablé in what rélates merely to their reli-
giows {entiments and eternal falvation,

" %hefe are things implied in the text, fome of
which I fhall particularly notice, and confider, as

Y. “The being and covftitution of the Chriﬁiaﬁ -

‘Church are of diviné orginsl.

"li;t;i:ﬁis Chirift, s ¢he Pounder and fupteme Kbad

of this fociety, Hath the fole right and authoriry

"~ of Making atd eftablifhing laws, a1d appoiming

- officers i it. And tHercfore,

1. No lawe of officerd in the Chriftiati Chorch
. e to be tlecared, as of divine puthority; dny
farther than they are laws made and officeérs

. conftiruted and appointed. by Chrift ; or than as
* they dre tonfotmiabfe vo that ériginal 4nd divine

: I‘P{mhg hath' left ‘25";,1 . -

- © "PhHe bonfiderdtion of thefe things thay lead to
fomé proper view of the particular point beforé us —
-y fet the ¢vidende' we have of the validity of
tetfen ordination in 2 joRt tight, and thew vhe
wealetiefs o fome objedions Witaly bronght againtt it,

'I. The .'
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-1, The Being and conftitution of the Chrifti
Charch are of divine original. o
The juftnefs of this obfervation from the text
appears from the manoer in’ which our Saviour ex-
preffed himfelf—My kingdom is sictk of this tworld,
It took_not its rife from the crafc and fubtilty, or
from the ambition and power of men. It was nat

founded by human policy and wifdom, but originated

from heaven, and is of a divine and fpiritual natures
‘That the Chriftian Church originated from heaven

B appears from the evidence we have of Chrift’s diving

miffion into the world, who was the founder and”

* framer of it. And of the fuficicrcy of thisevidence
- 'po one can réafonably doubr, who, with a fair and . .
candid mind, fhall examine this evidénce, #s it arifes- -

from the prophecies that went before concernitig
Chrift, compared with the correfponditg events which
happened, as to the tithe and place, abd other circum-
ftances of his birth, and the manaer of his life. As

it arifes likewife from the many and inconteftible

-miracles which ‘he wrought, healing the fick by &

word, and raifing the dead to lite, &c.—from the mofe

than human wifdom and knowledge he. difcovered—

from the prediGtions he delivered, and their exa& aca -
complifhment, and particalarly as te his own refur-

reion ; and from fome other things which might be

“mentioned to the fame purpofe.~~No one, 1 imagine,

‘who fhall confider thef- ihings, with a mind free from

prejudice, and open to convi&tion, can retdin a reafonas -

ble doubt, bat that Chrift was what he pretended ro be
—the Son of God and Satiout of thegoild. That he

-came down from heaven, as he declared, cofimifficned

and fent by the Father; and that God was with him

- «—owned apd approved of him ia what he did. :
. R A .
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And'this being granted, it follows, that whatkver

Chrift did, in profecytian of his impartant miniftry; . |

.was from divine authority, a%r;cablc to what- he
“fometimes declared, that be jpake the qurd;, ami did
4he warh of Gad.

As a&ung by divine authority thcn we are to
‘bonceive of him, When he chofe his Apoﬂica--ap-
ponted them to their impartant office. and fent
them forth as his minifters ; therefore could he fay
avith propriety«— 41 my Fatber balb /ent m, evm
‘ ﬁ Jend E yout :

Ag,:l the divile ap,pomtmﬂm and m:ﬁion of tbefe '

;prime mioifters of the Gofpel was shundantly au-
thenticated and copfirmed by their bewng endued

wish the power of workiog miracles themfelves; 1o

“confirm the doflrioes they fhould. .teach, and the

fafls they thom'd relage; and paprigularly by their

- .being, according to Chrift*s preditian and promife,
lled . with the Hn]y Ghoft, on the day ot Rentecoft,
.when they fpake g yariety of languagss, ta the ailes

‘githment of thofe who heard them. _

“Fhus qualified for fpreading the Gafpel thiroughi
“the world —fqr propagating snd cﬁabhfhmg the king-

“dom of Chrift, they received this commiflion tront.

“their Mafter and Lord, introdyced with adec lqmma
'of his divioe | power and aur,bomg-q-dll paguer 3

. given unto me in beaven gnd fa mrth Go 3¢ gnd
“teath atl qahom, baptizing them in the ngme of

the Fatber. and of the San qnd of the Haly Gboﬂr

T enehing them to obﬁ:rv; al[ tbmgs wbq([qwer 1 ba'v; )
| - Thoe

tommdndcd you 1
3 ;ommz, PTG Mate. xviis 18, 19, 70:

.
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30d deign of Chaift's kipgdom arg reprefuicd.

o tu)

- “Thus eommiffioned, the A poftles fet out on theiw
winiftry ;. aad the_furprizing iuccefs which attenced
their labers, may be juitly viewed as an additional
evidence of their heavenly miffion and of thedivinicy
of that - religion they taugnt, "For though they
appeared as (heep 1 the midit of wolves— Thougl
they had o enconnter: the jgnorance and fuperitition

* —ethe bigotry and malice of this world, and met wich

great oppafition—with haraffups and [ulferings, yet

they triumphed .over all, and- foon 1piead the Gofpel

far and wide. Many belicved aud turned to the
Lord, and by baptili were gathered into the Charch
of Chrift. D ' .
~ This foctety, fmall at firlt, and as a grain of maftard
feed, prefently enlarged and ‘fpread itfelf through _
the natjons, ~ Particular focicties were formed ig

" different places—united ander Jefus their common

head, and furoithed with proper officers for their
religious goveromear, inftrution and edification. -

. Thus was_the kiogdom of Chritt firik fec up in,
the-world. ~ Not, as I faid before, by human policy
and power, but in oppolition te thefe.. It had vot
its firlt Tife from,” nor any depéndence upon this
world. s being and exiftence were evideatly from
Keaven. It wad thé work of God<the effe&t of
difine wifdom, poser and goodnels, ~ -
~ And not only the Brft foundation and eftablith-
ment of the Churgh of Chritt, bug its whole framg
and conftivation, and, the great ead for which it was

eredted, exhibit firong and comvincieg marks of i
heavenly original,  Of all this we.mult be feofible, -

if we examine the New: Teftament, whese the natuig

v & t

...
.
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* Let us view there the laws and ordinanees of this
kingdom—the facred rules and maxims by which the'
fubje@s of it are to be goyerned. They have no-
- thing of this world in view. They are not calculated
" to advance men in carthly riches and greatnefs, nor
to clevate fome aboye others, in worldly pomp and
dignity ; ‘bat they breath 3 celeftial fpirit aod in- -
fluence, and are manifeftly defigned to redtify the
diforders of oar minds—to-improye and perfedt onr
natures—to make us like to the blefled God, and
fit for thofe high and noble enjoyments which are
confonant to our rational and moral natare.

Let us view there -the fan&ions of thefe laws,
They are not raken from this world. Therewards
romifed to the obedicnt, are nor any high and
{onorable offices in" this life, and lucrative pofts and -
employments; nor the punifhments threained, pecne

piary mul&s, fines, imprifonment, ar death.

_The great morives by which the laws of Chrift
sre enforced, lie above, and beyond the prefent ftate
and fcene of things. - They refpe the favor or
difpleafure of Almighty God, and everlafting happi~ ~
pefs or woe-in.a furure world. - R

Nor are the officers Chrift hath appointed ‘in hig
. kingdom like the rulers of this world. They have
0o lordly power and authority over his fubje&ls, like
what is exercifed by the princes'of the Gentiles,
. JIoftead of ryrannizing over others, they are to be

. sheir fervarjts, miniltering to them in ad@s of kindnefs
and benevolence. It is their duty, indeed, to en-
deavour the enlargement of Chrilt’s kingdom, and-

to increafe the number of his fubjed@s, but not by

pny of the holtile meafares of this world——the -

L ) - wgamg

-

*
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. mpoas of their warfare are not carnal. * But they

are to endeavour this, by preaching ‘up a crucified °

Saviour, and publithing the truths of his Gofpel, in

their purity and fimplicity ;—by enligktening men’s *
- minds. and convincing and perfuading their judgments,

~mot by the abfurd method of badily tortures, or any

other motives taken from this world, but by argu.:
mwents drawn’ from the facred oracles, and, fuited: to
their intelle®ual nature.

‘The bufinefs of Chrift’s minifters, who mofﬁcen:

in bis- kiogdom, is to feck efpecially the fpiritual ~

welfare and happinefs of his fubjedts: To elevate

 their minds zboye this world—to raife their views to
heaven, as rheir proper home, and to endeavour (hear |

: prcparauon for that biefled abode,
.. - ]na word. The whole frame and con(humon of )
‘ tbc Chriftian Charch, as delineated and fet before us

" ip the Golpel, as well as the maoner in which it was-
firlt founded and fet up, declare its divine original.:

From heaven it took its rife,and the great defignof
- it is, to bring men to that glorious and happy place. . -

.. From this account of the being and conftitution
- of the Chriftian Church, L progeed ta the fecond
- shing poticed from the text. »

1L ]efus Chrift, as the founder and fupreme hel(
- of this fociety, hath “the fole right of makiog

‘and cftablithing laws, aed appointing officers i it,

7 efis anfwered, my kingdom, &c. He thereforeis -

King of this ecclefiaftical fociety, which implies his
fovereign dominion over it. - And it feems. cflential

to his being: poflefled -of fuch domimion, that the

~ power of legiflation and govcrnmcnt fhould be: wholly'
ghfs haads. .
This
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- TPhig i not the cafe; indeed 3 | mean, it bught nat,

10 be the cafe; in eiyil ftates, and cannot be, 1 free
“ﬂg;;.mre.,fqucéks have a praper enjoymeuc of.
their gt rights,” For as ai) human power mauft
0e\194lly refide in and Proceed from the community,
Tulers, choggh elevared in office, yer, ftriétly fpeak-
W8 ¥ the creatares and fervanis of the people,

A B e highet eqribly roles are but impeis
fet men—liable (o mifcondudt through ignorance;’ -

i@, swbitloo, 8¢, it 3 reafonable they thogld

tevei be poffeflid of abfolure, ancontroulable aurhos.
oy, . coid Jult; qdd tends o ‘the good of fociety,
 thatvhe dtaie thould alway's have this check upon the -
beggiflaiive wend goverding powers, to refuthe that ag-

shority which they bave parted with, only for thg
cmmoa good, v;bﬁngycp(gg:h authority is abufed.

Pk G i relels a0 thofe, Chrills Kingdom it

Wt 'of ol world. Nee of his fubjedts eyer flood
ajiot 4 fewdl With -bith, Wr eontribuced any thing ta

s

that ‘Ripreass power ‘of Which hé is poffeffed. Hig

kingdeth 19, of his dwn founding and eftablithing —

& his own property. .

B Befidey, thac oii chis aceous, he 14y dppelp

t have a nacural righe 1 fovercign dominion,- he iy

ooty qualified to exercife fuch dominion, with-
O exer abufing . jt. T i

- Wiié hlate relitude of his nature-sthe per-
fe@ion of his wildom and knowledge, and his con-

$anmate goodaefs, render it impoflibie bug thiat his
hws and gove_rnm::n( thould beﬁ?\?vays juft and right,

by e P

- 8 cakalacd for the good and happincls of hij

- Add

-
. f ~
rd
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And Chrift being thus bead oter all things rihé
Church, a fuppofiton that any, b}.ﬂ!ﬁ Wiy mw
have power ot legiflation qod goferoment ig is, is
whally withent foundatien. For fuch gl ?%P‘!hﬁ
independently of him, and by ap awthoriy of ther
awn; or elfeas his delggates, apd by a power. degined
from him; neithier of which cagbe the Fafgr
For to fuppofe they a&t indepetidently of hirk, &
moft obvioufly inconﬁﬁcht 'Wi(m own fupremacy.
“This 1s at once to dethrone him, and. take his:king-
dom ouf of his hands. . And a8 (0 any’ onc"sa&n%
by delegarion. ar as having received power dng an-
thority fram him, to mgke lags, 30d appeint: officons
lo his kingdom, of this we haye nat the Jeafl insima:
4i0p ip the New-Teftament,  Chrift has .congisuzedt
po fuch Jaw-makers and vicegerents in his chorch;
. and we have abyndang reafonp tp concludg hé mewet
intended there thould be any.  He has gives it- i
folemn charge o all his fubje@s, not to affome of
pierend to any fuch audhorny, sor to fubmit-jq i
-t ufurped, gr claimed by othess.  Call w0 man yout
Katver upon earth—ueither be ye calied Mafiess,
'One is your Father who is in' beaver—Qpea 15 yout
. Maffer even Chrift, and all ye gre brethren*

N s

And this fuprertie dominion and authority of our
~ekalted Ré&icemer muft have refpe@, not oply to thé
fimple afls ot takiog laws and appointing officers 3&
~ his ‘kingdom, bu. to whatever will have itfloence ot
the tature and operation of faws; as for inftance—%
the patictlar fenfe in which they are ro be wsderfipod
+ #nd obeyed.s~And o whatever will affe® the bufinchs
of officers+=1s their rank and dignity, and the povem
committed ro.them.  This . will bs gvideny o -4
' ,,qu;'c_%:s reﬁc&io!:. 37l b g ‘ @-‘ ,
* Mart wiii, 8, 9, 16, For
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> For, fet it be fuppofed that any man, or body of
» men, have authority-to determint the fenfe of certaia
doétrines or laws of Chrift, fo as to oblige others ta
teceive them in fheir particolar fenfe,-it is- obvious
-fuch men may, by virtue of their own interpretation; -
alter .the nature of thefe do&rines and laws, juft as
they pleafe ; and may ablolely annihilate them, as
to their original intention, And thefe authotitative
‘interpreters would, in effe®, be the legiflators and -
xulers.in Chrift’s kingdom, in coatradi@tion to hig¢
own acknowledged fupremacy and dominion. .~ }
So likewife, if new officers thould be added to
thofe - Chrift hath appuinted in his kingdom, or,
which amounts to much - the fame; if thofe he hatkk -
- conflitated fhoutd be' altered, and made different, fromt
‘what they werewif, for inftance, that equality which,
P1is fuppofed, the New-Teltament clearly points out -
&etween bifhops and prefByrers ‘or elders—if this’ ,
equality fhoald be deftroyed—if fome of thefe thould
_ be-exalted above othersin dignity and power--fhould
" be raifed to diftinguithed honors and privileges, and
authorized to perform peculiar aéts, from which others
are excluded, as incapable, it is manifeft that by fuch
changes ‘and alterations in the Chriftian Church, it
_would become quite a different thivg from what ic-
was when firft conftituted. It could be, but in pars, -
the kingdom of Chrift; in part it muft be a kingdom
of this world ; or the kingdom of thofe men; whe
made thefe changes and alterations in it. . o
.. But wow, Chrift being the fupreme and fovereign
Lord over his own Church or kingdom—being the
fole legiflator and aurhoritative ruler in it muft -
. intircly and fdrever exclade-all others from any fuck -
S : <+ authority

e oy AR
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authority arid power— from any amhomy to make
new laws, or appoint new officers in his kingdom—
from all authority even to inicrpret any of his laws
or do&rines, fo as to cblige cthers to receive and
obey them, in their particular fenfe.  And, as intirely
mauft this exclude all others from authority “to make

- any diftin&ions among the officers of his kingdom,

which he hath not made;—to give powers to fome
which he has not. granted, or to deprive others of
thofe with which he has invefted them.

And if this reafoning is juft, it follows, 1 conceive;.
as an undcmable confequence. :

11L That no laws or officers now in the Chriftian -
Church are to be eiteemed as of divine autho=
riry, any farther than they are laws made and
officers conftituted and appointed by Chritt, or,
than as they are conformable to that original -
divine plan he has left us.

" “This-conclufion refults from its being manifeftly
ineonfiftent with the fupreme dominion of Chrift in
his own kingdom, that any. befides him, and inde=
peodent of him, thould have authority to,a& as les
giflators and rulers in it. Any laws, therefore, or
officers, 'which have tzken place in the Chriftian
Church, and appear not ; or, fo far as they appear
pot, ta have been made and conftituted by Chrift,
we are not to look upon as properly bclongmg @

his kingdom, nor as of divine authority.

"~ And this naturally brmgs us to confider and ex~
amine the particular point we- bave in vncw, HZ.
“ the amcle of prefbyterian ordipation.”,

A
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= 1 eanoot perfoade myfelf, indeed, but that, if alt

controverly was out of fight, no ooe could reafonably
doubt the validity of ordination by Prefbyters or
Elders, who, with a fair and hooeft mind, f(hould
examine that plan of the Chriftian Church the Gofpel
. fets before us,

- We, as Diffenters from the Church of England
or rather, s forming our fentimeais by the facred
Se{'ipturcs, believe and afert this validity. The
.Churches in this country, in general, with many elfe-
‘where, pradtife upon this principle; and, we doubt
pot, God approves cur prattice—has greatly blefled,
and will continue to blefs the mmxﬁrauons of his
fervams thus ordained. .

Epifcopalians, as they are called, zealoufly oppofe us
#n this point, and reprefeat our ordinations as null
and void.  And it is oppoficion from this quarter, and

?ot any doubtful circamftances, attending the fubje@t -

telf, upon a fcrip:ure view of it, which has rendered
lhc defcncc of this article important, and, tis likely,
~ gave rife to this leGure, in tbc mind of the hono—
sable founder.

= It is an avowed principle of the Chnrcn of Eng?and
and Bo immaterial part of the foundation of its pre.
fent grand hierarchy, that Bifhops and Prefbyters-are
pot the fame, bat 1wo diftin& officers in the Church
of Chrift ;—that Bithops are an order fuperior in

~ sank and dngnuy, and bave, in pariicular, the power
~ 'ef ordaining others, or feparating them to the gofpd-
mm:ﬂry, which Ptefbyters have not. :

" In fapport of thefe fentiments, fome wﬁtcrs onthat
Bde the queftion bave laid great weight on what, they
* fay, were the opinioas and pra&tice of the church in the

P"Y ages of ir, and cven from the Apoltles days. 8
ut
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‘Bur any confiderable acquaintance with the anciets

‘hiftory of the church mult fatisty the unprejudiced,
that no argutnent of any force can be drawn trom
thence. For it is manifeft, and is acknowledged by
fome of the moft learned and judicious of Epifcopalians
thewfelves, that, in the earliclt ages, the words Prefbys
ter and Bifhop were ufed, as they were by thei in:
fpnred writers, without any difcrimination ; and ine
tended perfons of one and the fame office.

In times more remote from the apoftolic age,when,
through length of time, and the lufts of men, various
- corraptions had crept into the church, it is readily
-acknowledgcd thefe words were ufed, by fome wri-
‘ters, to point out different officers ; and the Bithop was
then exalied above his brother Prcfby(er. »

* But this was not the ooly inaovation which took
place in the church, nor was the exaslted Bilhop the
only new officer who was conftituted and fet up in it..

There foon entered, and by the fame door, Sub- .

deacons, Archdeacons, Archbifbaps, Patriarchs, &c.

with a long catalogue of religious riies and ceremo= .

pies, which were introduced, oot ail at once, indeed,
but gradatim et paulatim, to beautify and adors the
church, and edify its members.

Thefe all ftand upon the fame bottom with Biflops,
as diftinguithed from Prefbyrers, and were created
by the fame Power,-i. > human power. They. all
are the inventions gnd mﬁuuuons of uninfpired aud
fallible men.

- Some of thefe might orrgma«e, (is probiable, from
- pious views and dcfigns, in the weak and isjudiciods
~others from the pnéc and ambition of a corrupit
- Ca2 ) cleq,y,
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tlergy, who impofed on the ignorance and fuper-

ftition cf the vulgar; and orhers might fpring from
other caufes.

Bur we mean not to fertle thc point before us by
human authorities ; and it feems, indeed, but a ufelefs
kind of parade, to mufter the.Fachers, as they are
called—ro marthal them on oppofite fides, and play
them off againft one apother. :

Having the infpired wrirings for our inftru&or and
guide, it is of but verv litle confequence, in this
controver{y, what the Fathers, or other fallible men,
have wrote or pra&tifed —what 6pinions or quitoms.
they have approved or condemned, efpecially fince
they have fa often contradicted one another, and

 themfelves too.

‘As to all innovations upon the feripture plan, our
Saviour’s remark, refpeting divorce, is a fufficient
confuration of them But from the beginning it
was nat _fo*

Our appeal is to the facred books of the New-
Teftament, where we have, from divine infpiration,
the only account: we cao fully depend on, of the firft
foundation and conftitution of the Chriftian Church ;
—of is laws, ordinances, officers, &e. And there it
appears, in a light fufficiently clear and ftrong, that
Bithops, and Prefbyters or Elders,” were the fame
officers in the Church of Chrift ;»—that there was

‘no difference in their qualxﬁcauous, thelr powers, ac

employments.

It will not be expe&ed I-fhould mention all )
thofe paffages in the facred oracles, which might be
pertincat on this occafion. 1 fhall take n otice only

€ Mast. xix. &
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of two or three, which may be fufficient to the prefent
purpofe. The firft is in Tit. i. 5, 7. where the
Apoltle Paul tells Titas he left him in Crete—to
ordain Elders in every city. He then thews how
thefe Elders were to be qualified. If any man be
blamelefs. &c. and immediarely adds this rezfon of his
advice-— For a Bithop muft be blamelefs. The word
for there is cvidently caufal, and thews the identity of
office becween an Elder or Prefbyter, and a Bithop.

Titue was to rake care that the perfons he or-
.dained Elsfers were of blimelcfs chara&ter; and for .
this reafon, becanfe a Bi{hop muift be /6.  But to what
purpofe could this be fii4, or with what propriety,
unlefs an Elder and a Bithop were the fame in office
Aod from chis paflage it appears, not only that the
office of a Bithop and Elder was the fame, but that

“their qualifications, were the fame likewife. '

The pext place 1 fhall mention is in Ads xx, 17,
Where we read that 1aul being at Miletus, fent to
Ephefus for the Elders of the church, to take his
laft leave of them, and to give them his foleman
parting charge. To thefe Elders he thus addreffed
himfelf in the 28th verfe. Take heed unto yourfelves,
and to all the flock. over which the Holy Ghoft hath
made you overfeers (emonomous bithaps) to feed the
the Church of Ged, which he hath purchafed with
bis own blood. :

‘Here it is manifeft, not only that Elders were
Bithops, or that their effice was one and the fame,
but that the work afligned:them, in the execution
of their office, was the fame alfo, viz. to feed the
Church of God. The word xouswws here rendered
to feed, is of fomewhat extenfive meaning, and may

o . Ggoify
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fignify to prefile over, and govern the church by
the laws of Chriit, as well as 1o minifter o it
other refpes.  Elders aod Bifhops had therefore the
fame power committed o them in the Church of
Chrift, and were aurhorized and dire&ed to perform
the fame minifterial fervice. -

- And this may appear flill farther evident from one
fl1ge wore 1 {hall mention, whichisin 1 Pet.v. 1, 2.
The Elders which are among you I exbort, who am
alfo an Elder, &c. feed the flock of God which is
among you, taking the overfight theresf [emonmers
performing the otfice of Bithop] not by conflraint,
but willingly, &c. :
I am not infenfible that fome obje@ions have been
offered againt the plain and obvious fenfe- of the
above paffiges of Scripture.: But thefe have been fo
often confidered, and fo fully removed, that | (hall
take 0o motice of them ; vor of attempts which have
been made to prove a fuperiority ot rank and power

_in Bifhops above Prefbyters, from the fappofed -

Epifcopacy of Timothy 2nd Titus The fuppofi-
tion that thefe two Evangelifts poffefied epifcopal
pawers, which Presbyters did nor, is fo intirely without
any icripture foondation, that it merits oot our con-
fideration, any more than the do&rine of an uoninter-
pupted fucceffion of Bithops, in the modern form, even
from the time of the Apoftles; and fome other
things which over-zsalous and whimfical men have
hid ftrefs upon. '

" Our appeal, as I faid before, is to the facred books
of the New-Teftament, where we have the words
of divine infpiraticn to determine our judgmeat aod

ne
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And it appears, 1 conceive, with fofficient evidence,
from the paflages above quoted, as well as from many
others which might be mentioned, that, according -to
the conftitution and pattern of the Chriftian Church,
left us by Chrift and his Apoftles, the names Bithop
and Prefbyter or Elder, were ufed indifcriminately,
to fignify or point out perfons of one and the fame
office : —that their qualifications, their authority, and
the work affigned to them, were precifely the fame. .

They were equally authorized therefore to preach

~ the word, toadminifter the ordinances of the Gofpel,

to ordain, or folemnly to feparate other meet pesfons,
to the gofpel miniftry ; and to perform any other
fervice which belonged to their office as minifters of

"Chrift. From all which we may very juitly and fafely
cpnclude the validity of ordination by Prefbyters.

For if the office of thefe and of Bithops was the
fame, and the work appointed to each of them, as
miuifters of Chrift, was the fame, it will then follow,
as a juft- conclufion, that ordination by Prefbyters
1s feriptural and valid, fuppofing that the A& of or-
daining others was a part of the work affigned them.

~ True, our opponents may fay, fuppofing this—

" "fuppofing the a& of ordaining-others, to be a part of

the work affigned to Prefbyters, or even to Prefbyters
and Bifhops in common, then this conclufion might
‘be juft; but this is denied. = . ‘
We grant that a power of grdination exifted in the
firft ordinary and ftanding minifters of the Gofpel

~and hath defcended down from them to others, by

Chyrift’s appointment ; but then this power was only.

Toe



C 24 )

To this objedtion, which refts wholly upon aa
arbitrary diftintion between the office and power
of Bithops and Prefbyters, it would be a fufficieat
anfwer, to obferve, that we have inftances, in the
New-Teftament, of ordination performed by perfoas
under the name of Prefbyters,* but not a fingle ia-
ftance of any performed by perfons under the name
of Bithops ; from whence we might tairly conclude,
that if there was any diftin&ion of office .and power
between thefe, Prcfbytc(s and ot Bithops had powcr
to ordain.

But I chofe to reft the point, at prefent, npon
that identity of office, of power, and of work or
fervice 'we have fully proved between Prefbyters
and Bithops. -

- There is oo difpute between Epifcopalians and us,
as to Bifhops having, in the apolitofic 'age, a divine
right to ordain others. This we believe and affert
equally with them. And it being evident, to de-

-

" monftration, that at that time, the words Bithop and -

Prefbyter were convertible terms, and ufed indiffee-

ently for each other ;—that Bithops were Prefbyters, - '

and Prefbyters Bn(hops ;—that their qualifications,
their office, their power and bufinefs were the fame,
the conclufion is fair aad juft, thet ordination by
 Prefbyters is fcriptural and valid,

Aud it follows hkewxfe, from what hath been faid
above, of the equality and famenefs of Bithop and

Prefbyter, that whatever diftinftion between thefe -

has rakcn place fince the apcftolic age—whatever
fupcnomy in rank, and digoity of office, or of
power in the Church of Chrift, a Bithop is foppofed
BOW to have, above a Pretbyter, is a diftinétion and
.- (upcnomy

_“_ 1 Tim. iV. ISA, 14, A&s Xﬁi' 1,2, 3
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fupenonty without any foundation. A Bithop, thut
diftinguithed and elevated, is no officer in'the church

or kingdom of Chrift, but merely of hutnad invention
- and creauon '

Abd it the fame light we juftly view a large
pumber of others, as Ganens, Deans, Archbifbops,
Chancellors, &c. Of thefe, and of fome other officers,

tho’ ot highifnporlancc in the Church of England, we

read pothing in the New-Teftament. They have
neither name, nor place, nor work afligned to them,
fo the divine conftitution aod form ef the Church of
Chritt which. ls there- exhibited. They are all
officers of men’s cicating and fewting up. ‘Their
cxlﬂencc and au hority are oot trom Chrift, the dis
vine founder and fupreme head of the Church, but
wholly from this world.

But from this fome may be ready 10 codclude, I

am for curting off rhe Charch of England, from ing
any part of the Church of Chrift ;—for demolithing

all her officers, and rullifying all her adminiftrations.

But fuch conclufions as thefe, from what 1 have
faid, would not be ftri@tly jut. Nor do I mean to
retaliate opon our epifcopal brkthren, by aﬂ& hard
#nd uncharitable -refleQions.

1 fincerely with the charaier of that Church ;..av
be ever fupported, and appeaf’ refpe@ablé 'in the
eyes of all Chriftians, fo far asitis built on the founr-

“dation ot the Apofties and Prophets, }efus Chtill

himfelf being the chief corner ftone.

1 doubt not but great and good men—fidcere -

difciples of Chrift, have, and flill belong to that
eftablithment ; and thae fome of irs moft dignified
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the: true intereft of the Redeemer’s kingdom : Nor

do ] donbt its being a part of the Church of Chrift,

potwithftandiog the maoy  human additions which
ftill adhereto it.

But then thefe additions—all its deviations from the
fcnpturc pauern, cannot be juftly efteemed any part
of its charater, as a Church of Chrift, but fo many
corruptions it has uphappily received, and il retaions;
and which, inftead of adding to its true beaaty and
glory, really dl‘ﬁgure and deformit. Thefé gre not
‘gold, filver and precious ftones, built on Chrift, the
only foundation, but wood, hay and ftubble, which

the power of truth may in umc, purge and punfy_
it from.

And tho’ the Church of Cbnlt knows o fuch
officers as Bithops, of fuperior rank and power to

Prefbyters, yet 1 charitable believe ordination by thefe
may be valid. Not indeed, as they are Bithops, in a

-prclaucal .enfc, but as they are Scripture Bithops,

and .the fame io rank aond office with Prefbytess,
For.it is’ only in this view of thcm, that they can

Jultly be confidered as officers in Chrift’s kingdom, -

and as havmg W:g.‘t -to-ordiin : lu the

other view, all t authority is from this world, ‘aad
is, therefere, in reality, no authorify at all.

—"So that if our ordinations by Prefbyters are not

more valid than thofe by Bifhops, they cereainly can-
pot belefs fo, unlefs an authority derived from men—
merely from this world, may be fuppofed greater and
‘better than an authomy derived from heaven. ‘

T fhall now beg your farther patience, only *ill I

‘pffer o few reflections upon, or inferences from whae

hath been fuid, . And,

i v . 1. Tl;:e.
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1. - The Chriftian Church being of divine original,
we fhould ever look on its conftitution as facred and
,inviolabl_c. . ) Co g

Every work of God is perfe& in its kind, nor are
we able to.improve.upon, -and mend, what was de-
figned and executed by infinite wifdom. . The moft
pious views and motives will ot juftity us in atempt-

“ing this, as we have peither authority por capacity

for fuch bufinefs. Corruptions in the Church, ’tis
highly probable, were early introduced, by a difpo- .
ficion to mend ir, or make alterations to its alvantage.
Good men, but weak and injudicious, imagined that
an officer of higher rank and greater power, than a

" common Prefbyter, would have more influcace in

corre&ing abufes in the Church, keeping out hérefies,

. &c. -Hence, tis likely; the office of "a Bithop, as

diltinguithed trom, and fuperior -to Prelbyter, firft ~ .
took its rife.  Other alterations might proceed: from .
the fame caufe, and. many from oiher caufes much -

lefs juftifiable. o

Corruptions once begun, were carried from one
degree toanother, hill, in fome places, what was called

_the Church of Chrift, had very little of its original form

lefr, and became almoft intirely a kiogdomof this world.
Bithops, in particular; were not only raifed- above

. Prefbyters, but their elevation gradually increaleds

"They. were made Archbithops, Ratriarchs, &c. -Aad;

“in fome places, in addition to their epifcopal dignities}
~they were crcarcd,C,aunt:.;MJ[rrqy{ﬂEr, Dukes ; and have
<

fometimes claimed and peflefied all the Regalia of ‘fo-
veieign Princes. They have given laws to pations,
and battle to their enemies, at the head of numercug
armies of their own raifing. - This - was making the
Church of Chrift a church militant indeed.

B ' D 3 BB‘:
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 with this, and 1o judge of all things by this.

| ( 28 )
Buat how unlike t6 the meck and benevolent Son of
+God, who came not to deftroy men’s lives, but to fave:

them, muft thefe military heroes appear, who pretead-
ed to be his difciples, and officers in his kingdom ?

Now, as fuch grofs corruptions proccéded from

- fmall alterarions, at firft, in the fcripture plan, how
cautious thould we be of ever attempring any thing

- of this nature.! How inviolable fhould we hold the

_ inftitutions of heaven! -

And jt is by a clofe and fteadfaft adherence tothat
divine pattern left us by Chiilt and his Apdftles, that
we may hope the truth, as it in Jefus. will, i time,

- prevail over error and fuperftition, and, by its power-

ful efficacy, remove, by degrees, all thote human
‘alterations, which have fo greatly mutilated and de- .

_ formed the church ;—will reftore it to its original

purity, apd glory, when if will appear again, to its
friends, fair as the moon, and clear as the fon; and
1o its epemies, terrible as an army with: baosners.

"2, The fapremacy of our Lord Jefus Chrift, over

- . his own church or kingdom;— his being the fole

legiﬂttor' and-authoricative ruler in it, as this ﬂlél.lld '
- cawtion, us. agaioft afpiring a¢ any lordly dominion -

over athers, fo it fhould guard us agaioft fubmitting

to.the authority of any, who would ufurp and exercife
foch dowipion over us. ' '

" In all things which refpe& our religious faith
and praQlice, we are to recur to the facred ftandard .
Chrilt hath left us. We are to. compare all things,

- I
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= It is of but Kiaje importance to us, what are the.

opinions or pradtice of_ this or that fallible mao, unlefs
we -can find them agreeable to the dodrines and laws
of Chrift. He only is our. Maftes in. what r;el’a(es

- to confcicnce, and our erernal falvation. To him we

ftand or fall. And if we approve ourfelves to him,
we need not be greatly anxious «s to what men may
judge or fay of us. e
3. Upon the principles which have beea mow hid
down and eitablithed, our diffent from the Charch of

* England—our_rej ‘&ion of ey form of government —

of her rites and ceremonies, mufk be-forever jnitified.

We diffeot from her -in o article, but where we
‘are well perfuaded the herfelf has ciffented: from the
Scripture Plan.  We reject nothing, bat what e are
well perfuaded had its rife and eftublithment from -
the inventions ayd.powsr of men. We feparate from -
her, ouly fo tar as we believe the has deviated from
the form, and conftitution of Chrift’s kingdom, and
is become a kingdom of this world. And. thus far,
even our allegiance 0 Jefus Chrift,. as. eur only
fupreme head, our lawgiver, -our vuler, and judge,
obliges us to diffent. R

Inftead therefore of imagining: our fore-fathers
were guilty of fchifm, of which they and’their fol-
lowers have been often accufed, in feparating from
the Church of England, and cafting off the . yoke
under which they had groaned, we ouglit t0 venerate
end Honor their memories, for that piows zeab -and

fortitude they difcovered, in afferting: she fiberty

wherewith Chrift:had made them free: Aond that
froma regard to theiy own coofciences, snd:the hom; ‘
‘. ' .
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ofr thgr dixine Lord, they fubmmed to hardﬂnps and
fofferings, in, planting churches in this fand, morq

: tonformablc to the gofpel pattern.

- And it certainly -becomes us their defcendents,
Who reap the happy fraits of their trials, not to become

#gain: cotangled with the yoke of bondage;: but 0™

fland faft in that liberty tiey have tranimitted to us.

And from the fame principles which juftify our B
- diffent, i general, from the epifcopal form and go-

FertiagestdE the charch, we conclude, and with- the
gredteftresfon, the vahdny of ordmauon by Prcfby-
ters;ok ‘S eriptare-Bithops. -~ -

- = For; 'by’ exarhining the conftitution’ of the church,

or kibgdofn of ‘Chrift—its do&rines and laws—ihe
éfficets he hath appointed in it—their qualifications

_ #ad powers,’ and' theiwork - he has ‘affigned to"them,

#s-thefe: things dre placed’ before wus in the New-

Teﬁ’at‘ncnh-—mpo’n fach’ examination, ‘we find it evi-

denr, “beyond ‘all reafohable: doubr, -that Bifhiops and

Prefbyters 'had onéand thé fame office; and equal
authority’ to perfo*rth all’ minilterial fervices, -and

rherefore'ordination among the ret. And -the ob-
j=&ions to this, from our opponerits, being grounded,
maiely,. .00 a, [uppgfed fuperiority of . Bithops to
l’rgfbytgrs; and refting on unwarnqtablc alterations
in the‘Church of , Chrift, and recejving - therefore. all
their, force; fram human authority; ought not, i the

decifipn, of the. pw{cn; pomt, to -have thc wmgh;w .

pfafcathgr P

- And L'canpot -But rccommend it to- all-—-to rhe .
yotmg géntlemen of : this-Society in | particular, and
. efpaciauyxmxfueh of thcm a8 gre defigaed for the

- golfpel
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gofpel miniftry, to give clofe atcention to'the facred
Scriptares in their examination of this fubject. ° Your
looking back into antiquity, will, indeed be no dif-
advantage to you, nor to the pradtice or caufeof thele

- Churches, it you can take a proper extenfive  view

of what has been ‘wrote relative to this controvéify.”

', ']:30; then rcﬁ_:"cmb;f thét., aftcr all ygqi ;qf;archa.
the facred Scriptures ought to be your guide. .. The

~ words of Chrift, and of his Apoftles, are not. only

more ancient than thofe of the Fathers, as they are
called, and of later writers, but they alone are of
divine authority, and ought to determine agd fettle
our judgment, in all things of a-religious nature..

And 1 am perfuaded that the more the prefent
point is viewed and examined by the light of Serip-"
ture,. the evidence for the validity of prefbytetian
ordination will appear brighter and ftronger, and
triumph over all obje&ion. e T

To conclude, : o

- Let it be the concern of all, that they'are the traé

‘and real fubjedis of the kingdom of Chifft.” ‘Airefi:

gion fo evidently divioe as: that which the Gofpel -
teaches, and the great defign of which i¢ fo infinitely
gracious, muft, in the higheft degree,” deferve our

-~ astention;; and greatly folicitous theuld we all be, thi

we experience its fan&tifying and faving influence.
But our beloved fons, the ftudents in this place,

+ for whofe welfare we feel “a parental tendernefs,

will fuffer me, in a particular manner, to. recommend
this to them, L

. Amidft
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© Amidft all your Radies of thie liberal arn and

fciences, and ro acquire thofe litgrary accomplithments, -
which may jultly a:orn your charadter. and render -
you ufeful members of fociety, let me réquett it of you,
not to negle& the ftudy of yourfelves, and a proper

* cultivation of your own minds, in a moral view.

Converfe much with the facred claffics. Make
the dofrines ‘and laws of Chrift' tamiliar to you,
Often compire yourfelves with, and examine your-
felves by them; ‘and be concerned that every thing
"yet amifs in your tempers or lives, be redtified by the

~ grace of the Gofpel ;—that you are daily improving

in' the tive and folid virtues of Chriftianity, and ripen-
-ing for that ftate of ¢ndlefs glory and felicity, which

- fhall be the portion of the righteous. = -

* " ‘Belicve me, my young friends, all the glittering .
‘charms of this prefent world, .fo apt to engage and
. captivate the miod in early life, are bur gilded dancing
fl;lbblcs, which vanith in a-moment, compared with
is, : o
And may we all fo condu& through the prefent
‘flate, as to be accepted of our great lawgiver, ruler
sad judge, and find our lot amoog his faitnfal fub-
Jeds, at that jmportant time, wheo having put down- -
“all rule, and .all authority and-power, and fubdeed .

~ all his and his church’s enemies, he fhall deliver -

up the kingdom to the Father, and God. fhall be alt -
and imall. .. .

(AT
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