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An EtzcTioN-SERMON,

'PE;‘I"ER II '13, 1‘4, 15, 16"'

!S*UB MIT jamﬁl'ue: to every ordinance

of man for the Lords fake : Whether
.. it be to the King" as fupreme ;. or unto

" Governors, a5 unto them who are [ert

& bim, for the punifiment of evilsdoers,

' ‘"’dﬁ" the j’"‘lfe qf tbem that do 'well

For o is the will of Gad that 'w:tf:
well—a’omg y¢ may put to filence the

ignorance of foolifh men : As free, and
wot ufing your liberty for a clak of
malicionfuefs, but as the fervants of Gu.

HB great and wife»Autl.lor
) . of our being, has fo formcd

dod “« ~is natural. This paﬁion,
" like all other orxgmal prin-

‘c:plcs of the human mind, is, in itfelf,

Az - perfedtly
1+
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perfectly mnoccnt, and deﬁgned fo;
excellent purpofes,though like them,liable,
through abufe, of becoming, the caufe of
mifchief to omfelves and others.” In a
civil ﬁate, the genius of whofe conttitu-
tion js agreeablc to it, this paﬂion, whnlc
in its full vigor, and under proper regu-
latlon, is not only the cement of the
pohtlcal body, -but the ngeful guarc&an
of its interefls, and the gregt. apimating
_{pring of ufeful gnd falqtarx qQperations ;
and. then anly is.it ml;uu.qus to the pubhc,
© or to ipdividuals, when, h(l . mifappre-
henfion of, thin gs,_ ar by being, overbal-
lanced by felf love, it takcs a wrong '
‘dmc&xon CTu T |
CIVIL and eccleﬁaﬁvical fecneues are,
in fore effential points, différent. . Our
,nghts, as men, and our, nghts, as:chrif-
tians, are not, in all refpe&s, the fame
It cannot, however, bé :cafonably fup-

* pofed, but that this ufeful and im %ortant
“principle, muf, ia its genuine influence
and operatign, be friendly to both ; For
although our Saviour has affured us, his

' 'kmgdom is. ot of :hxs world ; and it be
‘ . " manife(t




- Au Elelicn-Sexmim, 3
' 'manifeﬁ' from, the -Gofpel, ’whiq,h cRn-

ﬁ,:qu&s ftand’ in. fom;e: fpe,cxak relpqqna
and are'under fome peculiar, fubjedioy
te- him, diftin&. from thejr. nelanon;tp,,
and conne@ion with.civil focictiss, yet, we,
jnttly concludg, that ay this divine pohcys
withits fhcred maxnms,precqued {from the;
wife and benevolent Author of aur beings
none of its injunctions can be inconfiftent
with that lave of liberty,. he' himfelf has
implanted in us, nor interfere wuh thﬁ
laws and. government of hyman foc:guca;
whofe. conflisution is conﬁ,ﬁent, with thg, ‘
' nghts of men, .

" CHRIST came to fet up a kmgduom
diverfe, indeed, from thc kingdoms. of
this world, but it was no part of his de-
fign to put down, or deftroy government
and rule among men. He came to pro-
“cure liberty for his peoplc, and to make
them free,, in. the moft important fenfc,
yet not to exempt them from fubje&ion tq
civil powess, or to diffolve their, obliga:-
tions to one another,. as members of .
polmca} hodies.. )

’

As  As



8 An’ Elefion-Sermion.

As to things of this nature, all eccle-
fiaftical conftitutions and laws, as coming’
from GOD, muft leave men juft as they
were ; becaufe all civil focieties, founded

on’'principles of reafon and equity, are,

as well as the peculiar laws of Chiftianity,
agrecable to the Deity, and certainly,
intimations from the all-perfect mind,
eannot be contradictory. '

" THESE things, feem not to have been
rightly apprehended, and well under-

ftood by men, at all times and in all’
places. The Jews, fome of whom were
early profelyted to the chriftian faith,
had imbibed high notjons of their liberty,
and fuperiority to all others, "as the
peculiar people of GOD ; and were loth
to own fubjection to the Romans, asa
civil ftate, when they were atually
under their dominion. And fome con-
verts from among the Gentiles, tho’ they
had not thefe national prejudices, yet
from their fubjeCtion to Jefus Chrift,
as their King and Ruler, and, as ’tis
robable, from miftaking the meaning
of fome apoftolic declarations, aflerting
- , theu'
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their freedom, as chriftians, difclaimed.
likewife all human' ajthority over tliem.

- MsN of this caft, gave no fmall trou-
ble both to Church:and State, in the
early days of the Gofpel. . Of fuch the
Apoftle Peter fpeaks where he fays—They
defpife governmment : Prefumptuons are they.
Self-willed, they are not g{ram’ ta /}e,dk c'vd ‘
of dgwtw. 1j , :

SUCH men as thefe, and their fcdmom,
turbulent behaviour, I doubt not, this
fame Apoftle had in view, whken he de-
livered the inftru&ions in my text, by
which he endeavoured. to guard chriftj
sns againft th@:r evil. practices.

’ 'BU'r, .as all : authority, demanding
fubmiffion, and all fubmiflion, due to
fuch authority, are likely to be beft un-
derftoad, by having thefe things reduced
to thejr firft principlés ;—by having the
foundation of fuch authority fairly pro-
duced, and its juft boundarigs, which’
muft be the meafure of fubmiffion due to
it, clearly marked out : And as fuch fub-~
miflion is moft likely to be duly yiclded,

L , b
' t 3 Pety IL. 30, by
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Hyhaving the reafons-and ‘motives thart
ofi.plainly exhibited, fo thefe are: thingst
- which feem here qimed at by the Apoftle.
- Stdomitiyoarfelves 3o every ordivatre ofi man
. Jontha Lord's. foke: whether it botd id
« Kindas fapreme.; or auto Governors, as untm
© Huwswho axe fentiby him. for the punifbment.
. ofeviidbers, and for the preife of them. thak
do el . For- fo.is the will of God that.
with 'well-damg ye may put 10 fileate. the ige
" worance of foolifh men : As fice, and not

ajing your liberty for a cloke of mqlxcmﬁrﬁ,
: hr a:‘tb?ﬁwnquf Gad -

" 1w thefe words e gives us a comapen
dum- of civil government ; reprefenting
its origin-and great defign ;' that fubmif~
fion, or obedience. which is due to it;
and, the true principles from Wthh fuch
obed;encg fhould ﬁqw

Up on this general view of the fi ubjc&
1;;; obviaus, - that if handled with any
~degree of propriety, it may offer ufeful
ipftru®ions, both to Rulers, and thofc
- under their government.—~—A modeft atr
ternpt ta do this, willnot, it ishoped, be
T difagrecable

Gl

B
v
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éfwble to shis sefpedable sudience,
| by whon aﬂw Psbwsdwqumpm
Kt ‘% F ,1‘,.1;!..;.'1
!Tﬁa BIRST thmg oﬁbmd t_p ar; conr
 fideragion is, the;ORIGIN: of civil - go-
Jesamens, from whence. all authority: i in
the. flate: mufb take;its rife. .. And this:is
- faid to be from man. Submit yourfelves
v euery ordinense. ofi mom; &c. ., More in-
tnlﬂgllﬂy; perhaps; mmaght be rendered,
- to eyery: human inftitution or, appoint-
-ment.” . ‘And: this may be jully updep-
{baod; asdaving refped to every. kind of
ivil:government, undér. whatever form.
- -itds adminiftred:—It i iy the. ondmamie,-—»
;hennﬂ‘xeunen or aypnmmmm ,ofzman

TH;taz dqes nqt‘ 1mply, thevcr, that
cml gavetnment.. 18 aot from God; for
:ths it is. fometimes reprefented, and s
sxpreflly faid to:be the ordingnce, of Ged.
So; §t.. Paul declares.—There: is. a0, power
- of God;,  The powers that bay are on
. dainedof God. Who guer therefare refifteth
 ghe pownr, ref /?atb tlie/ardmnae gf Ged. t

~ el

CI VIL
-" ¥ Rom. XIL 1, ».
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‘Crvip governmcnt is not, indeed, fb
from God, as to be expreflly appomted
by him in his word. Much lefs is any
particular form of it there delineated, as
8 ftanding model for the nations of the
world : Nor are-any 'particular perfons,
pointed out, as having, in alineal defcent,
an indefeafible right to rule over others.:

BuT civil government may be faid to
be from God, as it is he who qualifies
men for, and in his over-ruling provi-
dence, raifes them to places of authority
‘and rule ; for by him Kings reign +—As he
- has given us, in his word, the charatter
of ‘Rulers, and- pointed out both rheir
duty, and the duty of thofe under their
authority ; which fuppofes, not only the
_exiftence of civil government, but that it
‘is agreeable to his will: And efpecially
and chiefly, as civil government is founded
in the very nature of man, asa focial be-
ing, and in the nature and conftitu-
tion of things, It is manifeftly- for the
"good of fociety It is the dictate of na-
ture ;—Jt is the voice of reafon, which

may be faid to be the voice of God. .
| T
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: It being. only 'thus that civil govern-
ment is the ordinance of God, there is no
impropriety in afferting likewife . that. is
is the ordinance of man. For ;ho{ugh itis
founded in the nature of map, and
in the conftitution of things, which
are from - God, yet nothing is plainer,
than' that it proceeds immediately from
men. It .is not a.matter of neceﬂity,
ftrily fpeaking, but of choice. ‘This is
the cafe; . as to government in general
This i3 moft evidently the cafe, asto any
particular.form of government.

"ALL men are naturally in a ftate of

. ~freedom, and have-an equal claim to li-

berty. : No one, by nature; nor by any
fpecial grant from the great Lord. of all,
‘has any authority over another. All
~ right therefore in any to rule over others
:mult originate from thofe they rule over,
and .be granted by them. Hence, all
government, confiftent with that natural
freedom, to which all have an equal
€laim, -is founded in compa&, or agree-
. ment between the parties ;—between
Rulersand their Sub)e&s, and can be no

‘ otherwife
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etherwifé. . 'Becaule ‘Rulers,  receiving
vheiriawthority origimally and folély. from'
the:péopte, ‘can be rightfully poffefled of’
8o motrs, than thefe have wbureﬁeea to,
éud conveyecb © the'm. EEREEE

AND thc fundamemal la’Ws, whlch
, are.the. bafis of goverament, ' and: formx
the political conflication -of: the ftate 3~

which mark eut, :and fix-the chief 'lines

and boundaries between the authetity-of
Rulers, and the libertiesand privileges of

the people; are,. and -can -be ‘no othery -

in a free ftate, than what are mutually

agreed.uponand confented to.. What- |

" ever - authiority- therefore the: fupteme
- power has; to make laws, t6.appoint
officers, &e. for -the - regulation and
government of the ftate, being an authos
rity derived from the community, and
granted by them, can be juftly exercifed,
only:within certdin - linits, and to a
dertain cxtent, accordmg to agrcement.
- To fuppéfe otherw:fe, and thxt thh-
out a delegated power and conftituitionat
mgh{, Rulers may make laws, .and ap<
a2 point

ot ren
D
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point -officers for - their “execution, aad
force them into efled, i. e.. accorduygtm
their own -arbitrary will and pleafure, is
to defeat the great defign of civil goveras
ment, and utterly to abolithit. It js te
make:Rulers abfolutely defpotic, and te

- fubjet the people to a ftate of flavery ;

becauﬁalt wﬂl then be in the pomr~0f

,,,,,

negtﬂanmx;, they Ihall pleafc to. makc,x

"to fubvert and annihilate the - pr¢Tant

con ﬁxtunon, and to ftrip the fubjc& of
evcry kmd of .privilege. :

Tn Is may be bneﬂy evxdcnqu by ap
ﬁnglg mﬂzancep [ T I

A

I1: xs eﬂ'cxmal to a frcc ﬂ:atc:, for
Wlthout tlns it cannot be free, .that no
man fhall have his property taken from
him, but by his own confent, given by -
hunfelf or by others deputed to a& for

Lét it be fuppofed theén,: tliat
Rulers affame a power to a¢t eontrary to
this fundamental. principle, : what .muft
be the confequence > 1. by fuch. ufur.ped
authonty, they can dcmand and take a

pebny .
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penny, by the fame authority they oy
a pound, and even the whole fubftance
of the fubjet, fo as to make him wholly
.dependent on their -pleafute;’ > having:

. Aothing that he can call his-own ; and

-what is he then but'a perfeét flave? *
- 'Pais, at filt view, is 'niénffeﬂ{y:
inconfiftent with all juft conception of
freedom ; and .is the very -efferice of
arbitrary and tyrannical power. - -

. Now, sall Rulets in a-ftate, and all
power and authority with which they
are vefted ;—the very being, and form
of government, with all its conftitutional

laws, being thus from the people, hence

.civil government, is called, and with
-great -propriety, ‘the ordinance of man,—~
an human inftitution, - o

' o THi1s

., % Menin ﬁm‘cgy bawving p’r?ergy; they have fuck a right-

- to the goods, which by the liw of the community are:
theirs, that nobody hath a right. to take their fubs
Rance, or any part ‘of it from them, without their
own confent: Without this tley have no mpertg‘ab
all; fof I have ‘truly né property in that, which
. asinother can by right take from me when he pleafes
agaipft my confent. Hence it is a miftake to think,
at the fupreme or legiflative power of any common-
weplth, can do what it will, and difpofe of the eftates
- of the fubjeft arbitrarily, or take any part of them at
pleafire, Lock on civil Government.
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THis is the cafe, as to the Britifh
government in particular, under which
we have the happinefs to live. Its con-
fticutional laws are comprized in Magna-
Charta, or the great charter of the nation.
This contains, in general, the liberties
and privileges of the people,- and is,
virtually, a compa@® between the King
and them; the reigning Prince, egplicitly
engaging, by folemn oath, to govern
according to thefe laws :—Beyond the
“extent of thefe then, or contrary to
them, he can have no rxghtful authomy
at all.

Ir the preceding pofitions, and the
reafonigs from. them:are Juﬂ, the _ fol~
lowing things may be noticed, as dedu-
cicle therefrom, or clofely conne&ed
therewith,—That it is highly requifite,
for the good of the ftate, that both Rulers
and people be well acquainted with, and
keep in mind the conftiturional laws of
government— Rulers, that they ma{: be
_dxre&ed and guided thereby, and not
depare from, .or counterad the defign of
their inflitution, to the injury, . or. dif-
Sl | B quietude
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duictsde of the peaple. —aAnd ‘people,
that Knowing the boutids ‘of fubmiffion,
ard Phedxtent of their privileges, they may
be guarded againft-tranfgrefion, - and
yxeld a ready -and. foll obedxence. -
o e o ‘.-(. « 4

EQUA LEY reqmﬁtc it «maﬁ be erw;ﬁe,
fbr ‘the fdmve hd, ‘that thiere be no myf-
teriés Ttx xhe-govetning plan —'That alk
Jaws - and rales: of ‘goérnmient, . be’ 49
plainias polfible; -and cafy to be unders
fidod,;: to prevent ohtentious difputés
Betiwedn = Rulers: and thaie fubjells 3—=to
preclude the former, from tyrannical-ops
preﬂion, under colour of lawful autho~
fity, il clie lateet from-reb@llious difo-
bedxence, (hnder pretena: of prmlege. :
~ Em\, it f‘oltows frorn what has beeo
faid, that as all difobedience-in fubjects;
tocoilftitutiomal anthority, is rebellion
dgainft  government; and merits punifhs
tent adeguate. to the crime, . fo all
affumed power :in . Rulets,—-not: granted
them! by the confliturion, is:without juft
amdnomzy,)dni fo- .fm' £orth, ean e}wn
fnbrmﬁon. e PR

. : = “ AS

-
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_.-% As ufurpation,” fays the great and
judicious Mr. LocKE, * is the exercife of
pewer which another hath a. right to,
fo Tyranny is the. exercife of power be-
yond rrght, which no body can have a
right to.” And again. “ Where-ever law
ends, Tyranny begins, if the law be tranf~
greﬂ'e¢ to anether’s harm.” And who-
foever in authority exceeds the. power
given him'by law, and makes ufe of .the
force; .he has under his command,: to .
tompafs that'upon the fubjeét, which the
Jaw .allows not;: ceafes in thay to.bea
magiftrate > And.adting withaut autho-
rity, may.be oppofed as.any-other. man,
“whoby forcemvadesthe mght éianocher »

AND tho it may not always be prudem
and beft, to refift fuch power, and fub-
- mifion may. be yielded,  yet -that::the
peoplehave a right; to refift, is undeni-
able ; qthcrwnfe the _abfurd and axplpdcd
do&ﬂnes of paflive obedience, dnrd .non-
refiftance, muft be admitted ju their yg-
inoft: extent, .and  their confequences
patiently borde. . And it:muft be granted

finally, that the people as well gs. their
V‘J;:}"'v"» ' B 2 ’ Rulers

L3
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Rulers; are properl judges of the. civil

‘conftitution they are under, and of their
own ‘rights ‘and privileges ; ‘elfe; .how
fhall they: know when thefe areinvaded;

. =~=when fubmiffion is_due to authorita-
~ tiverequifitions, and when not?: -

BuT 'we are now to ceifider- -

SECONDLY, THE. great defign. of
Civil Government, and the end far which
Rulers are appointed ; and .that is the
good of the community, .or- political
-body.,~——Whether .it. be 1o the King, as
[upreme ;-or unts.Governors, as snio them
‘awho are fent by him, for the punifsment of
evil-doers, and for the prayfé of them that
do well. -

RULERS are not appointed, indeed,
for the happinefs of the people; ‘exclufive
of their own, as-if thefe things were
inconneted.. But, as -8 would be un-

. reafonable, that fome fhould be advanced

gbove their brethren,—be cloathed with
authority, and honorably fupported,

“meery for' the fake of their own eafe,

dignity
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Te f AN

~.dignity and grandeur, fo ‘it would be
cqually unreafonable, that R\ﬂers ﬂaould
- be flayes to the people, and wa;ch and
Jabour for their welfare, without Iharmg

lﬂ 1(9 , »L'l-"
But the happmefs of Ru]ers and of,
theu‘ Subje&s, are not thus exclufive of
each other, but perfe@tly cairicident.
« They.are both parts of the fame body,—
thelr true interefts are mterwovep, an‘d
theu' happmefs mfeparable. Rulers, 8¢
Tting’ agreeable to their” mﬁltunon. and
attendm’g on that very thing, are juftl
entitléd to ‘efteem and r°verence, ‘aiid gn
- honorable fupport from the pcopre,
though thefe are not the thmgs they
ought,lto have chneﬁy in view,

. n

TH EY are to conf’ der themf'clves as
_raifed" ghove thexr brerhren, and ch(’ted
Cwith authonty, forr more noblc and genc-
. roys ‘purpofes ;—for the peace and well-
fare of the Commumty, commltted to
their care Hence it is fald of the civil

Ru]ep, be i is the mmg/fer zy God 1o thee for

. 509 ik |
b-s sl wnea aon 4. ‘B' . A
et Rom. XIII; . 3 NQH’
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B N L I, DI
- Nor cah apy ‘other end be  imagined,
worthy of reafonable beings, why then
“fhould put themfelyes out of a ftate” of
natural freedom, and Jubjc& themfelves
to the authority and rule of others, but -
- for their greater good ;—for the fecuring,
more effettually, their jult riglits, liber-
 dcs and privileges, © -
. THits is the great ¢nd of their forming
into, faciety ;—of their cftablifhing cere
, tain laws, as the general meafures of right
.and. wrong, and giving power o forme,
‘to.govern the whole community by fuch

THys being the defign of ciyil go-
vernment, good Rulers are juftly confi-
dered as benefactors to the people. They
are placed as watchmen and guardians
over  the flate, whofe fpecial bufinefs it
Is, both in their legiflative and executive
capacity, to -confult and promote ijts
wellfare.  To curb and reftrain the un-
righteous and fa&ious, from ads of fraud,
rapine and violence,. and to prote& others
ip.the peaceable gnjoyment of their rights.

To
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“Fo' punifh trapfgreflors,~~to rehieve - the
‘opp redled, difpenfing, with an ieqtml ad
~m;pamal band ;u(hce to: all‘ RN :'
For, it s neceﬂ'ary {or thc J‘uppﬁr,t
of government, ‘and that the. great and
falutary ends of it may be anfwered, -net
only that its liws be juft, but that:they
be ‘enforced by« proper fanctions ; ; fitbed
to affe@ the hpman mind, .and to.cngage
obedience ; and that Rulers-have powgr
to execute {uch Jaws, in the punifhment gf
evil-doers, and for a praife,—~for the
fupport and’ encouragement of thcm

-thal do well.

F RoM this view of our fubje& it ap-
_pcars of high importance, tdthe good of
the ftate,” that they who are vefted with
power to make laws for the Communizy,
as there fhall be oceafion, and to appoint
officets for their execution, have quali-
‘fications anfwerable to their high places
-of power and truft.—That they be men
-of fuperior knowledge and wifdom ;—
well acquainted with the civil conflita-
tmn ,-—-,wuh thc juft boundaries between

B4 . tbs
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-the preragative of Rulérs, and the 1ibeys
¥ics. of ‘the. People, that their laws may
be duly framed, and adjufted to the pa-
litical fyftem.— Men able critically to
iexamine the’ cbmplcé'tion of the ftate ;—
to fearch out its diforders, and 1o appiy
-proper remedies :—Able .to judge of the
natural courfe and - tendency of things,
‘and to forefec, beyond what is common,
:the operation, and confequences of their
own aéts ;—how the rights of individu-
sls—how the common gaod vull bc aﬁ-
fe&ed thereby :

<

- .

THEY Ihould bc men of great mg&-
nyity and candor ;—ready to receiveg
_light wheh offered,—to redrefs gfievances,
wheu convinced of thcm, and ta amend,
-r repeal their ownAdéts, when found inju-

- rious, or not anfwering the'goad inteutj-
-ons defigned. Pretences to perfe@t wif-
- dom and knowledge, and inerrability of
judgment;in. civil, as well as ecclefiaftical
matters, ill become the higheft mortal ;
-and are likely to produc:: unhappy ef.
fects, when found in_ Rulers, efpecially
if accompanied with an -obftinate adhe-

.Jepee to their own meafures.

. 7 THEY
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+- Trey fthoukd be men of ‘great good-
* pefs and benevolence of Heast,: who will
-naturally care for._ the . welfaré ‘of ‘thejr
. brethren, and treat them with conde-
-fcention gnd kindnefs. - Such a-b.e:bavxour,
\ corretted and- manaqu by prudence, is
pcrfe&ly canfiftent with. their maiataig-
-ing the-dignity. of .their. chara&er, and
: will greatly endegr them. " to.the people.
That councel of the old.men,. to king
- Rebobam, ‘Was wnfeand good and agree-
.able tq the: fcnqmpms and feelmgs of
human nature. If thou wilt. be a_fe ervast
2o this people this day, and wilt Sferve them,
s #08. anfwer them, and: fpeak .gasd words to
;bmz,tbm tbe) wdl h t-b] ﬁrvagt; jbrewr 1‘

UUUUU

has felﬂmtereﬁ like ‘the pole ﬁa; ever in
- view, and endgavom's to fteer all things
-by that. dxre&mn -As-they are. def igned
* 10 2t for the. yubhc ‘good, they fhould
- be men of: liberal and generous- fouls —
‘ready. to :prcfer the .common fafety and
- ‘happinefs,- to- thcn' own puvate emo-
ngent‘ C - i

- v - ».‘!O

. THEY
t K X7y o
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- "Tyrey thouldbe litdwifemen of great,
.tefclution and. firmuefs: of . mind;;<ndt
‘eafily difmayed and overcome” by - diffi-
-culties,’ «or intimidated byt threatened
-danget&s-ﬂAbl&ta ‘maitdina calmnels
‘of mind; and to guide wi thJa‘ﬁeady*hanﬂ
“in temipeftuous: feafon's i Able to-bear
with the unpolified pdamnefs -of fome
-honeft mén, and witlithe Weakneffes and
“folliés of ofhers :—Not apt; in a pet, to
-defert the common caufc, afd to facrifice
the public happinefs to them own pafﬁo—
‘mate’ refemmcms.
- And “finally. I'r mu'f’c be of great
izmportam:e, to the good-order and wel-
fare of the ftate, that Rulers be men. of
“diftinguiftied piety and -Virtue, who' will
~be- fikely to rule by ’eminplg as well as
“law; * Tt'was an ot of prudence, as well
“as prety in Néhemiah~-his appointing
“one to a place of high truft in govern-
‘ment ; 1 beraufe Jze'wa: & faithful man, and
“feared (rod above.many. A firm belief of
Revelation :==A ftrong “impreflive ferile
" of the divine and éverlafting things de-
_clared in the Gofpel,—this will fecure
’ A ; Womﬁv R . th‘

]
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ifhe’ goollcondudt -of “Ruldrs, elpecialiy
Lwhen uhfer termptation. td..do wxong,
‘above every thing elfe.’ “True religion
inlarges, and ftrengthens the mind,—
fixes deep in theheart, the principles of
~tight -a&ion, ' and gzvésxﬁmdmd‘s and
mnvfoxmxty af behav;aur S

MEN ‘of this chara&a' wdl aét. wuh
ﬁdehcy and zeal in- the fervice of -the
<jpublic; econfidering themfelves .as ac-
~gountable .to- God,: as well a8. to men.
. The,y look beyond the ‘prg:feut {tate of
“things, and view their' condu& as cen-
-nected with futurities of a~moft intereft-
ing nature; and will aim at spproving
. themfelves; not only to the people, but
‘to - their own mmds, «and to God the
Judgeofalla L :

. Sven Rulcrs wxll beﬁ anfwer the gtaat
—ends of thejr inftitution. . They ~will be
~to the people, as the diredting,~—as the

chearing -and comforting light of the Sun.

—As the refrefhing rain,—as the firm,

unthaken pillars of the ftate,—the fhield

pf jts defence and fafcty, -and the fource
of

) ' Cow
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-.of conftant bleflings. ' Nor-can they fail

of ‘engaging: the -efteem and -love, agd
ﬁubmxﬁion of the people.» RGN

Wz may now. in the’ ’PHIRD place,
conﬁdc&: that fubmiffion. which is due to
government ;.and take’ fome particular
notice of the nature and extent of it.

¢ Submit yourfelues to every drdinance of man,
“whether. it be_to the. King as fupreme, or. %a-

- -20 Governsrs, &c»  Simildr, to which is

-that of St. Paul, . Let every_foul be Jubje?

" #0 the higher powers.—Put thein in mind to

- be fubjeid to prmczpal:t:e,r m& ‘powm, 1) obr)
- mag ifirates, &'.cr, S

THE d,unes of Rulers and Subje&s are
rec:procal and' mutually ~ imply ‘ea¢h
other. If fome are to govern, othess
are to fubmit to their government, 4nd

.:to be abedient ta their authorxty ‘other-
¢ wife:Rulers are-but.an eémpty. name ;—

. the contftitution j is dxﬂ'olved and anarchy
: cnf ues.. S

NOR is thxs fubmxfﬁon due on!y to the

i ;SuPreme Ruler, . but to gll in lawful ay-

:horssy
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thority under him, down to the loweft,
officer in the ftate. Not only to the
King, but to thofe who are fent by him,
to carry on the various parts of the admi-
niftration. Difobedience ;to inferior of-,
ficers, while a@ting by lawful authority,
is difobedience to the higheft power, as.
it is by authonty derived ‘from thence,
 that all in fubordinate places of civil truft,
execute their offices. Submiffion is like+
wife due to all conftitutional laws, whe-
ther, - they fuit the prefent intereft of in-

dividuals, or nat. A man is not to dif-

obey a’juft law, calculated for the pub-
lic good, becaufe, in certain circumftan-
ges, it operates againft his pnvatc intereft.

c-

UN LIMITED fubmxfﬁon, however, is
not due to. govemment, in a free ftate.
There are certain boundaries, bcyond
which, fubmiffion-cannot be juttly requi-
red, nor is therefore due. Thefe limits
are marked out, and fixt, by the known,
eftablithed, and fundamental laws of the
ftate. Thefe laws being confented to by
the governing pewer, confine, as well
as dired its operation and influence, and
SR are,
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are tha conneding band bctween authn~
- ﬁty and obedne-nce. . Lo
“AND no wﬂ'e ancT juﬁ Ruler, ‘we m»ay
fuppofé, would aim’ at wantonly leaping:
over thefe boumds, and: a&ing ‘beyond
~them, as this would be, ‘net only a&ling
without lawful autherity, and injutioufly
robbing the people of their rights, but
~ would tend to créate unbappy Jealouﬁe‘;,
_afid to ftir up broils and contentions ift
the ftate, whicl rmght give him much
tneafinefs, if ! no worfc confcquences
ﬂ‘xouldfollow. ;" . e o
It was a ﬁne expreﬁ'xon ofaSpart‘a?i‘
Ruler, and indicated the freedom and
happinefs of the ffate, who, ‘upon-béing
afked, “*who ‘governed at Sparta? an*
fwered the laws, and the- magiftrates ac-
cording to thefe laws:” " ‘The conftituti-
onal laws of the ftate, are, properly, the
fupreme power, being pbligatory on the
whole | community,-——on ‘the hlgheﬁ
oﬂiccr, ' as “well ‘as the Iowe(t fub-
jeé’c Lo e e e

. % .
il Ndp el e s R

HERE

.
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“HERE then, we have the jult meafure
. and extent of fubmiffion. . It is due to..
alf decrees and requifitions of. the legifla-:
ture, which - ars' confiftent .with the:
_known, and . fudamental : laws of the:
ftate, by which 'fondamental laws, the:
very law-making power: itfelf . is limis:
ted, and: bcyund whlch it cannot-
pafs. ekl B - S

. AND. it ;fec'ms nmlm"tcrial, 88.to the .
prefent poidt, . whether fuch -authority-
in Rulers,  and fubmifion: in fubjeds,
refule dire@ly- and wholly from the-
original conftitution and frame of go-
vernmént,. or from. fubfequent. compafts
betwccn thcm, mntually agreed to.

ALL ﬁmh compa&s, wbéﬂhdn under;
the dame:of charter-grants, .or however
denominated, muft be fuppofed agreeable
to. the fundamental law?sv of the ftate,
stid grounded thereon.. i. @. Such-as the
tuling power has authorlty to ‘make,-
or- enter mta, and the'! pcople freely.
accepe of S .
o 1;':1 el
';"i;:,;v . Uron
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- UroN Tuch ‘agreetnent, & particular
kind: of govérnment, -in fome refpeftss
new, maytake place’; but, fofarasitis-
- pew, or variant froor the- original con--
frtution, -this fubfequent agreement be-
tween Rulets:and people,  ought to- be
the invariable meafure of adminiftratiom. -
~+This'baunds :the authority of Rulers;:
and the fubmifion of fubjeéts.— The-
people, while they owe obedience, have
an undoubted ' right to' their granted,
or ftipulated privileges ;. and may juftly’
claim, and: infit upon them,  unlefs,
by 'mifconduét, they are’ forfeited. -

. UroN . the whole _therefore. - Proper
fubmiffion, in a free tate, is a medium,’
between flavith fubjetion to arbitrary
claims of Rulers, on one hand, and 2
lawlefs licence, on the othet. It is
abedience in fubje@s to all orders of
government, which are confiftent with
their. conftitutional rights-and privilegega
So much fubmiffion is due, and to be
readily -yiclded by every fubjedt ; and
beyond this, it cannot be juftly deman-
ded, becaufe Rulers and People are
AU " equally

»
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eQﬁally. ‘bound, - by’ the fandaméntal -
laws of the conﬂitption.’ .

. 'THE ftate of the world, 4nd temper
- of mankind, may render thefe obfervati-
‘ops neceflary and highly important j—-
important and neceflary as a check upon
Rulers of a defpotic turn ; and a reftraint
upon the licentious among the people ;
that neither, by breaking over their juft
~bounds; may difturb the peace, and
injure the happinefs of the ftate. |

-+ For there have been Rulers, and may

be fuch again, who look with withful
eyes on the liberties and privileges of the

people. . Who confider them as a prey,

+ -warthy to be feized, for the-gratification

of their pride.and ambition,—of their"
cruelty; or covetoufnefs. Such, under

one pretence or other, will be ftretching

and enlarging their power, and grafping

at more and more, till, \f not obftruc-

ted, civil government will be converted

into abfolute tyranny, and a free people

into flaves.

A PEOPLE in love with liberty, and
C fenfible
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feafible of their right to it, canhot but be
jealous of fuch Rulers ; .and ought to be
on their guard againft unjuftifiable and
-arbitrary claims. Tamely to fubmit, would
-be highly unworthy of them 4s-free men,
-and fhew they deferved the yoke, under
“which .they fo readily: put their necks.

ON the other hand. Thereare found
. among the people, perfons.ofa querulous
-and fadious difpofition.—Ever reftlefs
and uneafy; .and prepared ‘ta raife.and
promote popular tumults. From the
‘meer love of wrangling, or from ambi-
jtious - views,—to rife from obfcurity,

to:fublic notice, . and to an important .

ﬁgure, tbey find fault with Rulers, and
point out defe@sin the adminiftration.—
- -Small miftakes are: magnified. — Evil
-defigns are fuggefted, which, perhaps
never exifted, but in their own heads.
‘They cry up liberty, and make a mighty
ftir to fave thie finking ftate, when in no
.danger, but from themfelves, and others
of a like cafl,

THERE are ambitious and deﬁgning
men, in thc {tate, as well. as in ‘the
church ;
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church ; and there are fit tools to ferve
the purpofes of both. As fome make
hereticks in the church, and raife an
ecclefiaftic poffe to - demolith them,
chiefly with a view to render themfelves’
diftinguifhed, as found in the faith ; fo
others make traitors in the ftare, and
raife the popular cry againft them, to
gain' to themfelves the name of Patriots.

Tue wife and prudent will make a
paufe, before they inlift under fuch poli-
tical zealots. . They will judge for them-
felves of the faulted condu@ of their
Rulers. They will make reafonable
allowances for human frailties, and be
as ready to yield fubmifion where it is
due, as to defend their liberties where
they are in danger.

W proceed now in the LAST place.—
To take notice of the principles from
which  fubmiffioi and obedience to
government fhould flow. And thefe
are, a fenfe of our duty to God, as
well as to civil Authority, connefted
vuh and animated by a fenfe of liberty.

Ca2 Submit
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Submit yourfelves to every ardinance of man
for the Lord's Jake.—-As free, ‘and not
ufing your liberty for a cloke of maliciounfnefs,
but as the /ér’wnt: of God.

TRUE rehglon :—A facred reverence
of the Deity :—The love of virtue and
goodnefs, are as neceflary to make good
fubjects, -as good Rulers: And a fpirit
of liberty is requifite, to render obedience
trae and genuine both to God and man.

Even the fupreme Ruler of the world,
is not a defpotic, arbitrary Monarch, nor
does he require obedience by meer au-
thom) His facred laws,—all framed
agreeable to the perfeét reitude of his
nature, and refulting from his infinite
goodnefs, and nght;:_oufnefs, are wifcly
adapted to the human fyltem, and cal-
culated for its good. |

THEY tecommend themfelves to the
reafon of our own minds, and mamfc('tIy
tend to our happinefs :——We fee our in-
tereft as well as our duty in. them, and
that thefe are clofely connected.

AGREEABLE




-
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AGREEABLE to the nature and ten-

ency of thefe divine mandates, the
obedience God requires of us, is not that.
of flaves, to a tyrannical mafter, but that
of children, toa wife and benevolent
father. It mult be free,—a matter of
choice, and not of force, dr1v1ng us on
againft a relu@ant mind.

Like to this, is the obedience we
owe to civil government. Suppofing its
laws founded, as they ought to be, in

‘reafon and equity, and calculated” for

>

the- good of fociety, they demand
our approbation. And being under their
authority, as members of .the polmcal
body, both duty and intereft rﬂqmrc
our fubmiffion.

BuT as all earthly Rulers, as well as
all human inftitutions, may be fuppofed
to be imperfe&t ; and fubmiffion may be
required, inconfiftent with our juft
rights and privileges, there is a libeity,
of a fomewhat different nature, refpedling

“civil government, we have a claim to,

and which thould have influence on our
condud, i. e. aliberty to with-hold, as
well as to yicld fubmiflion,

: T C3 For
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FoRr, even a chriftian people, who,

from their charatter, as fervants of God,

are bound to fubmit to the higher
powers, and to obey Magiftrates, are
not, out of courtly complaifance to their
Rulers, or from a mean, timorous, and
flavith temper, to refign up their juft
rights, when imperioufly demanded, or

craftily fought after. Remembering they

are freemen and not ﬂavcs, they fhould
alt as free: : :

THEY have an undoubted privilege to -

complain of unconftitutional nseafures in
government, and of unlawful incroach-
ments-upon their rights ; and may, whiie
they do it with becoming decency, do
it with that noble freedom and firmnefs,
which a fenfe of wrong, joined with the
love of liberty, will infpire.

Even under great and manifeft op-
preflion, a prudent regard to their own,
and the public fafety, may forbid, indeed,
violent means of refiftance ; but fhould
-pever lead them, tamely to yield to
polawful claims.

CHALLENGING
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CHALLENGING their right, and
pleading for it, tho’ this fhould not
prevail to the immediate redrefs of
grievances, yet may be of high impor-
tance, to Keep alive,—to cherith and
ftrengthen,—not a fpirit of faftion and
difcontent, but that fpirit. of liberty,
which is, asit were, the animating foul
of a free ftate ;—- which being once.
gone, every thing valuable will become
an eafy prey, and a ftate of abjet flavery
enfue, to live in which, may be far
worfe, than to be free among the dead.

But ftill, on the other hand :—
While a people confider themfelves as
Jree, and are zealous to maintain their
liberty, they fhould remember alfa their
fubjection to civil authority, and to God,
the mighteous Judge of all ; and be
careful not to carry liberty beyond its
juft boands :—Not to ufe it for a cloke
of malicioufnefs :—Not, under colour
and pretence of this, to refufe juft obe-
dience ;—to be diforderly, fa&ious and
tumultuous. As the fervants of God, -
and accountable to him, thcy fhould
render unto all their dues, and feek,

R C4 v Dot
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| not only their own, but the welfare apd

happmeﬂs of all

‘WouLp people, in gcneral pofI’eﬁ"
their minds of fuch fentxments, and aé

- under their dnre&xon and influence, how

much would this tend to the peace and
happmefs of fociety ! Many groundlefs
and un'reafonable complamts, from reft-
Tefs and ambitious, or from ignorant and
pecvnfh men, would be difcountenanced
and fupprefled, and the community, by
a general fteady courfe of well-doing,

would, agreeable to the will of God, put
to fi lence thé 1gnoral.ce of fuch foohlh

_ men.

[4

- Axnp in cafe of real and grxevous
opprefﬁon from uprighteous Rulers, fuch’
principles as thefe, would be likely.to
produce the moft happy effedts. They
would unite the members of fociety, as
one body.—They would guard them
againft rath and unlawful meafures of
defcnce ;—lead them to fuch as are
radent and juftifiable ; and engage
them to a&t with that determined refo-
Jutlon and ﬁrmnefs, refulting from reafon

" and
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and virtue, which is moft likely to hold |
out, and to prevail, in time, over every
fpecxes of mjuftlce and oppreflion.

AND would both Rulfers and Subje&&
imbibe fuch fentiments,x and, under their
dire&tion and influence, difcharge with
fidelity the dutxcs of their refpetive pla-
ces, what a profperous and flourithing
condition might they hope for ! B

THE fprings of government, a&ing
with vigor, and under a right direction ;
and the members of fociety, yielding a
correfpondent and uniform fubmiffion, a
gcncral harmony and happinefs muft
enfue.

- THE political ftate would be like a
body in full health. The-conftitutional
laws] preferved inviolate, would," like
ftrong bores and finews, fupport and
fteady the regutar frame. ' Supreme and
fubordmate Rulers duly performing their
proper funéions, would be like the
greater and leffer arteries, keepmg up
their proper tone and vibrations ; and
jufhce, ﬁdehty, and every focial virtue,
: would
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would, like the vital fluid, run without
obftru@ion, and reach, refrefh, and invi-
gorate the moft minute and diftant
parts : While the multitude of fubjedts,
yielding, in their various places and
relations,a ready and chearful obedience,
would, like the numerous, yet conneéted
veins, convey back again the recurrent
blood, to the great fountain'of it, and
the whole frame be vigorous, eafy,
and happy.

'Uron that view of Civil Government
we have now been taking ; and while
feeling in our own breafts a warm fenfe

‘of liberty, and the bleflings of it, can

we help dropping a.tear over the multi-
tudes of our fellow creatures, who are

_groaning under the iron yoke of tyranny

and oppreflion—fubjeted to the arbi-
trary will of their imperious and defpotic
Lords,—and to all the wretchednefs;
which lawlefs pride and ambition ;—
which wanton cruelty and unbridled Inft
can infli& upon them ?

* How much to be pitied are fuch mife-

sable objects !—How ardently is it to be
withed
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wilhed, that the principles of civil liberty
may prevail through the earth, to the
breaking in pieces the power of oppreflors
every where, and the reftoring the op-
prefled to freedom and happinefs !

Frow fuch fcenes of human wretch-
ednefs and woe, we naturally refle&,
with gratitude to heaven, on our own
happy condition, as fubjeéts of the Britifh
Empire :—A conftitution founded in the
law of God, and of nature ;—on the
principles of reafon and equity :—A form
of government admirably contrived for
the due fupport of authority, and the
fecurity of the rights and privileges of
the people. A .

May this excellént conftitution, form-
ed and eftablifhed by the experience and
wifdom of ages, be preferved inviolate,
the fource of bleflings to this and fature
generations :  And his prefent Majefty,
our moft gracious Sovereign (whom may
God long preferve) ever efteem it his
glory, and find it his happinefs, to reign
eyer a free and loyal people. -

T ‘ - THE
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"THE form of Government, in this

Province, is fimilar to that of our mother
- country, fo far as the circumftances, of
a dependent ftate will admit ;—the legif-
lative power being lodged in the hands
of the King’s Reprefentative, — of his
Majefty’s Council, and,—of perfons de-
puted by the people, toa& for them, in
General Aﬂ'embly ‘

Our Commander in chief, who is at
the head of this legiflative body, is not
indeed, ele@ed by ourfelves, but appoin-
ted by the Crown ; which, perhaps, all
things confidered, is not to our difadvan-
tage. ‘The other branches of the legifla-
ture, being chofen by ourfelves ; and

confifting of thofe who are our neigh-
bours and brethren,—this we efteem an’

important privilege, and great fecurity
of our invaluable liberties.

Anp, as it was once promifed as a
blefling to the people of God, that their
noblés thould be of themfelves, and their
Governor fhould procced from the midft
of them, 1 .fo we are naturally led to
vxew it, as a circumftance peculiarly fa-

) J - vourablc
t Jeem. XXX. 2.
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~ vourable, ‘that the Gcntleman, now at

the head of admxmﬁratlon, is alfo from
among our brethren ;—~one born and’

.educated in the midft. of us. .

For, while we feel in our own brcaﬂ:s.

a warm affection towards him, as bemg

our bone and our fleth, we perf wade our-
felves he muft have a correfpondent ten-

dernefs for us, and will naturally care for
our ftate. ‘

" AND, thQ 1t has not been the ﬁanamg

cuftom of late, yet on this firft pubhc

occaﬁon, Your Excellency will permlt

me to addrefs myfelf particularly to you,
as an expreﬂion of dutiful refped, and

to folicite your kmd offices for this people

‘We congratulate you, ‘SIRr, on | the
honor done you by the great Ruler of the
world, and by our moft gracious Sove-
reign, in raifing you to the head of this
Government ; and we ardently wifh
your advancement may be to the honor
of the ctown, increafing the dignity of
your own charafter, and—beft welfare
of this people.  And tho’ the prefent per-

L plext
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plext ftate of the Province, which keeps
awake in our minds fome gloomy appre-
henfions, may - occafion anxiety and
trouble to you, whofe burden we with
not to fce increafed, we flatter ourfelves,
it may be in favor to this people, that in
fuch an unhappy fituation of affairs, the
over-ruling Providence of God, has com-
mitted the reins of government to’ yonr
hands.

THAT equable temper, and firmnefs
of mind, with which the great Father

of Spirits hath formed you ; and- fitted

you to bear, and go thro’ difficulties ;}—
‘your fuperior acquaintance with our po-
litical conftitution ; and the experience
we have had of your wifdom, -and fideli-
"ty in lower offices of government, which
you have filled with honor to’yourfelf,
and to general fatisfaCtion and applaufe,
—thefe things naturally lead us to con-
fide in you, and to hope for great and
good things from you ; while your rela-
tion to us, as- a native of the Province,
and havmg a common intereft with us,
ftrengthens and confirms this confidence
.and hope.
WERE

e e .
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WEeRE we able, Sir, fo to influence

your mind, as to make you partial in
our favor, to the difadvantage of the

crown, and of the true intereft of Great-
Britain, we would not attempt  it—we
do not fo much as Wlﬂl for it.

~ As becomcs fanthful fubje&s to our
.rxghtful Sovereign, we defire not, but
that the royal prerogative be maintained
in all -the juft extent of it But, while
.you are true and faithful to his Majefty,
-you will be jult to this people; and
tender of thofe rights and privileges,
to which they. are intitled, -as Britith
‘Subjedts, and by virtue of the Royal
Charter ; 5 and be ready, we hope, to
ufe your influence- for their- protection
.and defence, when in danger; and to
_preferve fo invaluable an inheritance,
for this and future generations.

SHoULD you fall of fuccefs in your
Ariendly endeavours, yet fuch- generous
exertions, muft give you an home-felt
fatisfa&tion of mind, while your-fucceed-
ing, to the common good of this people,
will lead them to blefs you, as their

: friend

\
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‘friend- and patron, and occafion the
thankfowmgs of thoufands ‘unto GocI.

Your full acquamtance, Sir, with.
‘the grounds, on which our illuftrious
" anceftors’ left ‘their ‘native -land; - ‘and,
through many difficulties and 'hardfhips,.
‘made’a” fettlement for- themfelves,-and
pofterity in-this- country—your having
been educated in, and fa long appfoved
‘of, their religious prmceres and mam-

ner of - worﬂnp—-—yaur own exemplary' .

regaid for religion; and the fenfe,’ we
-doubt not, Your Excelléncy has, of its-
high importance to the welfare of the
people; aflure us you will remain a. par-
ticular friend to thefe churches’; while’a
liberal and catholic difpofition, will lead
'you to:protect all honeft and pedceable
‘men in their juft rnghts, and engage your
endeavours to promote the interefts of
purc and undeﬁled rellglon

.+ Nor' will we doubt, Sirx, of your
~warm, and filial affe®ion to that neigh-
bouring-Seat of learning, + where you
yourfelf, among the fons of this country,
- received the bleﬁin g of a liberal education.

That |

4 Hmand-Coll,egc.
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“That fociety will be cared for, and fmiled
~upon by you. And miay it flourifi un:-
der Your Excellency’s patronage, and

continue an ornament to this land, and
a rich blefling to Church and State.

It is our fervent prayer for Your
Bxeellency, that you may have the
divine prefence and diretion in your
sdminiftration.—~That by a faithful difs
charge of your important truft, you may
engage the efteem and love of this people,
~cnjoy the fmiles of your Royal Mafter,
and the approbation of the fupreme
Ruler and Judge of all.

As the choice of his Majefty’s Council,
confidering their weight and influence

in government, is a matter of great im-

portance to our welfare, the return of
th:sAnmverfary, in which this ele&we
power is to be exercifed, will mind us
of the goodnefs of God,- in ftill prcfer-
ving to us our civil conﬁttuuon,-—-the

bafis of our comman freedom, and

common happinefs. -

" THANKS to indulgent heaven, that

we are ftill, thus far, a free people, and
- D © in
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in a capacuy to qoufult, and a&ﬂbr the
common good. PR
Witn gladnefs we fee_our ppf;ucal

Pathers, the immediate gudrdians of our,

liberdes, and whofe: happimefs : is-the

ffme " with our own, affembled Witle
their brethreni:in.thd houfe.of. Gody: tdt
feek dire@tioh. frod hiifi,-in: ;thies mionigtis¢
taus: 4ffiirs of: thisidays - Suchianmgaes
kiroivlédgement of (heDeity, and of bisc
fupérintending prowidence; well! qutunb
- uh av g chn(haix peopkr R I
THE Gentlemen, who are to be im-

. medlatcly comcméd‘ in " thig - Euﬁné‘fs,

will be p}eafed to cotfilér-Ro - werghty®
a “traf is’ repofed in- them: by the- comt!
n‘idriity, 4nd'Be folicitous t6-a&: & propéd

part:, Andy lf'whait has been offéred A *
thié difeoiirfh; be-agreeablets reaforand]

ehe word- of God' 1 may- fuggbﬁ fones
tﬁmgs th‘at wﬂl’ bb ufe{ul bR

-~

e Ty ,\ ,.g

YOU are fenﬁble, Honore&(}'eﬂt!éﬁf&?
thatitis.atimg of peculiar difficulty, with
tthrmtholome,s,mgcueraﬂ on: thls con-

uuent, add Wxth thstrovmce inparticuldr.
| THE

Y]
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THE claims of prerogative, and the
liberties and privileges of the people,
engage our attentlon——engrofs our con-
verfation, and dgitate our minds witb
hbpes and fears.

. It might be’ deemed arrogance in
ttie, to’ pretend to run the line exa&ly :
bétween thefe, in reference to our pres
fent difputes, and to determine whether,
or how far, prerogativé has been over-
ftrainéd, and whether, or how far, out
canffitutiénal rights have be'eri infringed.

BuT this, all will allow me to fay,
that in fuch a time of perplexlty,-—of
\meaﬁnefs, and diftrefs, men of the belt
- heads, and of the beft hearts are to be
- fought for, to fill fo-important a feat in
government, as that of the Council Board,

Men of a benevolent, generous,:and
public fpirit,” who' will care for the wel-
fare of their brethren, and aét above all
Tordid and felfith views.

» MEN,{'beﬂ acquainted with our civjl;

eonftitution, and the juft boundaries be-
- D2 tween
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tween lawful authority in Rulers, and shat
fubmiffion in.fubjeds which is due to it;

. Men of & cool and difpaffionate tem-
per, joined with great. firmnefs of
mind : — Able to weigh things with ‘
calmnefs,—to judge “with impartiality,
and to a& with deliberation : And who,
when fatisfied what is right; and beft td
be done, will have courage to fpeak
their minds, and to act a proper part:—
Not apt to be wra't upon, and rendered
- du&tile and obfequious by flattery.—
Tempted by proffcred favors, or awed
by mienaces. | L

- _CoorLness of temper, and unfhaken

~ firmnefs>of mind, often meet in the fame

“perfon,: and when under the diretion
- of a wife and knowing head, and the

" “influence of a good and benevolent heart,
théy muft” go far towards forming ‘the
aredt” Statefman, “and. true, Patriot. 7
sagN of a differeat caft, indeed; have

* famctimes, by a kind of lucky rafhnefs,
Yoksseded well indifficulties =—juft as an
husricane, when it happeas to blow
' SR AR the
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the. nghx way, may drive the Shlp
from rocks and fhoals, and fave the
" cargo ; yet thefe Tornadves are nat fo
cﬁgxblc, as a more gen;lc qmd ﬁeady galg.

Svcn hot and paﬂionate men are not

.ﬁt to. guide. in difficult- times, Thc

. -populace, indeed, when fired by them

.with the fame zeal, may - fometimes
-admire and applaud even their rafheft

" _meafures ; but' when they come to coal,

and fee the ill effe@s of their ungovcrncd

,: fury, they will be ready to facrifice them

- they had been guided by coaler heads.

to their" difappointed hopes, and wifh

'Demoﬁbéize.'rmand Tbax:}on,‘ wcrcl both

" Statcfmcn, and eminent Orators at Athess,

_but men of very different tempers.  De-

- _:_'moﬁbene.r, full of fire, often urged the

“people to bold and daring. enterprizes:
‘ Phocion, calm and fedate, perfuaded go

| . methods moare prafticable. Meeting one

~day, after ‘having harapgued the peoples |
fays Demo/t‘neue:, “ Thefe’ Athenians,

Phogion, will murdes you, - in fome of

; their mad fits. The fame, replied Phocion,

" ‘may fall to yan, if ever they come to be
! ) ﬁkr'”

3 Bov
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" -Bur, with- every ‘other QUal‘\ﬁcatIoﬁ,
“you wxll confider that of religion, ds
“of great welght ——Rellg)dn,—am which
is mcluded the true fear of God, and 2.
prevanlmg concern to be approved of
by him. T'his raifes the mmd aboye the
frowns, and fmllcs, and allurmg blan-
“dithments of the world.-——Thns takes hold
on confcxence, and poWerquy felze§
'and governs the great fprings of attion
1n the fout ,—and is the ﬁrongeﬁ barner
agamﬁ temptauons to do 'wrong, ds wg‘ll
as mo& urgcnt Ihmulus to rlgh; a&mn.
“AND you will keep in tmnd Honored
Geutlemen, that ‘you are gqmg tq adt,
not mcerly ‘for yourfclves, bur for all
~your brethren --That ;pgy have P‘aced
" their confidence in you, and committed
“their intérefts into your l;ands.—-—Thac
“ their eyes are uPOn you,—that the minds.

of the whole Province are turned towards
you —'That"the - fate, “not onIy “of t}ns
Pcople, ‘but of‘ the Colomes, nf genel:al
,:‘ fmay - have fome dependcncc on the
* choice’ 'you make i—. And above Ally
E;m yo&t are under the all-feeing eye of

,,,,,

od, and accountable to ‘him for What

abu dOa "(2"" ": I M ¥

*

ey
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May thefe canﬁderatno.ns deeply pene-
,ttate angd warm your- hearts ; —caufe
you' to lay afide all finifter views, and
banifh from your ‘breafts a party fpirit.—
May they carry you, above all - perfonal
conneions, and pnvate piques ; —
colle¢t -and fix your thoughts to this

ﬁngje point, the’ publlc good ; .and lead.

you ﬁ,ncerely to aim ‘at it, by chuimg
fuch men as are beft qualxﬁcd for, and
moft hkely to purfue it.

5 AND may he who ftandcth in" the
congregation of the mighty, and judgeth
among the Gods, over-rule to the bett
purques.

WHEN the wexghty affairs of this day

are over, and you’ roceed to bufinels in
your. refpe&xve chartmcnts, you will

remember, we ftult, your continued.
connexion thh your brethrén, and
" the capacity in which you ‘a&, -viz.-as

their Truftees,— as the Guardians of -

their liberties. ; .and do all in your power, -
couﬁ[tent with your duty to his Majeﬁy, ‘
to fccure; and promote thexr welfare. .o

Dy Smww' ’
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"SHouLD their juft rights and | rxvﬂegcs
-~ be invaded, (a cafe that may happen
‘under the beft conttitution, as all men
are imperfeét, and liable to mifcondud)
it will' fie with yop- efpecially, our
Hornored Fathers, to oppof® fuch invae’
fion ; and in every refpe@ful,}—in every
Joyal,—in every fuitable and lawful way,
to endeavour their Proteé‘tion and
defence. I

- You will not, wetruft, from fordid,—
fclﬁfh and lucrative views ; or from
‘mean and cowardly fears, give up fo
rich a ‘treafure, if Onjuftly demanded ;
but with a manly, unfhaken- ﬁrmneﬁ,
becoming freemen,—becoming freemen,
confcious that they have right on their
fide, oppofe, and continue to oppof'c,
every attempt of fuch a nature ; and
“ftand faft in that hberty, ‘wherewith
God, and the Brm{h Con{htutlon have

fnade us free.

I MmeanN pot, Hopored Gentlemen.— -
I mean not, my refpectable Hearers, to

prove an Incendiary among you }a
c?na&cr, under yvh_p:h, it feems, the
| Clergy




‘®lergy of this country. hiveé been, the’
very unjuftly reprefented by fome, on
the oth;r fide the water.

- DREPLY pcnetraoed as: I am, ; W‘lth
-a fenfe of ‘Liberty, aind ardently in love
‘with it ; and . tenderly cancerned for
the profperity and happinefs of. my
native -land, 'L .abhor; 2 licentious and

fa&tious fpirit ;— L det:eﬁ: the baneful,

pnncxple. S

- THEA M_'mv .wi.(h‘thc' univeffal peace
‘of focieties, on the foundation of reafoh

-and righteoufnefs. I wifh, in particulag,

that all dittruftful jealoufies, with the
- grounds of them, betweep Great-Britain
-and thefe- Colonies were removed. —
"That all unhappy difputes between them,
were cquitably and amicably fettled.—-
'That their former comfidence in each
other was fully reftored.—I wifh their
_cohne@®ion with each other may be
perpetual and their happmcﬁ mutyal.

ot

But crartamly, SiRs, it is not’ ncceﬂ'ary A

in .order hereto, that if our_conftitutional
' nghts and pnvxleges Ibould be demanded
.. ' 1V€

4
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‘et (henld Mlyrﬂmid tpfthc ;mn_gygg-
ws -laims -+ -

SHOULD We e thus ,meanly reﬁgn them -
sp; ~apd > tike; i sxchange, the elmins-
sof flavery for-ousfelves and childrem—
‘could we forgive ourfelvés 2 Waould our -
wnhappy pofterjtyi forgive ws? fhould .
iwe not defeive the punithment,  while
e felé the gt of alaing,:: for- huviag
flabbed the vitals of our couatsy ? .

+-YPHE intenar flate: of- ;he Rrovmce, .
Honored Gentlemen, -+——the -cogsmol -
Jprofperity and happinefs: of the peaple, -

‘ate things that will lie near your hearts, -
-and be xcared for by yemiat-all times.-
“Fheir- true welfare you will hgve in
.vizWw, and ;endeavour to- promote it, M

«frﬁmmg any new. Jaws, which " thev_

-exigencies of the. fiate.Mey; requie;

~cohicerting any farther meafures that may _

‘be “teedful, ‘for the .fuppreflion - of vice

and wickedngf ; and for the cncoyrage- -

ment and promotion of Rehgxon, in the-

':knowledge and praftice of piety and

virtue -+~ For banifhing idlenefs- -and
luiufy j—for encouraging laboun, -indof--
k try

e~
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oy and 'Srugality sorfor,the Sietier ol -
uvatiog .aiid improviag. onr lengs. iy
promoting mapufatures, and, srade i
spd far,she-general progurement ﬁf*}‘ﬂfﬂ
thioges, - Which tspd £0 make 2 pegple
bappy. ip themfelves, - and to eftablith and
99@"‘3 ul%r QFF%%P S I

| AR of high impastange. if js. fo the
good of. the flare, . and worthy of your
particular care, that the good and whole-
fome Jaws now im being, a5 well as
gthses that \may »bf»'nﬁua&ed, have theip

* full forse .and efficacy, according. o she -

icie apgt intension of . them-—That Gor.
Yerament be maingained - in ,all the juf}
sxtent of it, .95 2 peceflary sefbraint on
ghe lawlefs and difobedient, and g protes- -
sion ; ahd . defence~to. otbers.. . Withaue -

ishis we canpot-continue a five;: nomhc;a

profperqus. and, happy 'paople: df iopr
liberties are not wrefted frq L 4D BNy

other way, we. fhall foon deftroy them ..

purlelves; apd provs. W%pmd oﬁ;dér; -
i 096 awther- o D eaiin

T L ;..:' 3 L e el .« N

) Tms mattsr, 1 conceive, ehims, she. .
sy -hubly i 1.t

conﬁderatlon,
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confideration, "'of 'the" Honersble " the
Jodges of our courts,~-of his:Majefty’s
Juftice¢ of the peace;-and ofall to whoil
the exetution of the laws'is "comitted 1
—of all perfons’ likewife; who-are fpecis
ally appointed as mfpre&ors of the' morals
‘of the people ; whofe “bufinefs' it is to
make prefentments of diforderly pradices,
“tending to the difhonot ‘of God, and ﬁto
: the dlfqmetude and hurt o‘f fueietj .

IT i$ of great confequence to the pubo
~ lic weal, that gentlemen in fuch Ttations,
faxthfully difcharge the dutiés of *their
refpetive places, and that the faws have
their free courfe, and proper operation.
And it is certainly the duty of the people-
seadily to-fubmit to Government, "in all
the juft extent and exercife’ of it ; ‘and
mnder its due adminiftration, to- lead
‘quiet and- peaceable l;ves, in all gmﬂimﬁ
‘and - hoaeﬁy. o

CIYIL govemment, my hearers, is
- onc of the greateft outward bleflings -of
which we are poffefled. It is our pro-
teCtion from fraud dnd injuftice—from
‘faplﬂt and vielence, It’is the fecurity of

ouf

oY
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onr lives,~~ofourproperties, andof every
thing that is dear to ‘us in-the world.
It becames- ug. therefore, aot only to
fubmit to it ourfelves, but to do all we
can to maintain and fupport it. |

~ WHILE we are zealous for liberty
_then, les us take care we do_not defpife
.government, and weaken the fprings of
- jt, by .running into licencioufnefs, of
‘which fome feem not to be out of
dangex in the prefent day.

~_LET us, my Fathers and Brethren,—
let us act as free :—Let us ftand up for
our juft rights ; but confider ourfelves,
_at the fame time, as fervants of God ;
" and fubmit to every ordinance of man for
~-the Lord’s fake. Let us never ufe our
liberty for a cloke of malicioufnefs ;—
‘never imagine, that under pretence “of
this, we can have a right to do wrong.

LeT us, upon all occafions, difcoun-
~ tenance, and endeavour to banifh' from
~.amang us, fuch licencious principles; and
by well;doing, putto filence the igno-
rance, of foolith men. "~ AR

e, PL IO g
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P CONCLUDE:  Mix¥- this whole

Affenbly:—May the peogle of this Pfos
vince in géneral,: Bothu!ets-’a‘nd'Ot‘hbn‘,
Be coticerned that they s@a proper part,
in the ftatiods iffigned them by Divine
Providence ; faithfully difcharging the du-
ties of their fifpe@ive plades. While fond
‘of freedoth, front thié' vy dnnbnd dnd opt
preflive power of ian] letus all fee to it thiat
“We are fre¢ fromi*a‘mich miote” ditkonot
. hble; and defrudive’ tyraniiy,—that of
our own lufts,. and of Sitan, thde great
encmy. to our higheft and beft interefts.
While we glory in the name of frecmen. let
us fee toit that we'aré the Lord's Servants';
and live'in a willtng atd hearty fubjedti-
on to his facred  laws'and’ government;:

THEN miy’ we exped thé finiles of
that'Almighty Being, whofE favor is lifé.
Then may we expect that, in his gracious
dnd ovérruling Providencs, ‘he will feat-
ter the dark clouds that hang over us,
‘and make us yet o profpefous and happy
_people~ -Thesi may we inculge the fup-
porting,: cheatitig hopé, not onty of feé-
ing'good  days - heté; but of obtafning,
o’ Jefus Chrift, éternal peace and blef-

fednefs. , For .

Lo e T R _
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. For, in a fhort time, we fhall all finith
our courfe in this world. ~ In a few days,
—a very. few,: we fhall be called off this
ftage of altion.—Qur relation to civil
fociety will foon ceafe.—Our conneion
with one another, and with this world,
will be diffolved.—Prefently we fhall all,
however diftinguithed in this life, ftand
vpon alevel before our common Judge,
to receive our final fentence and reward.

O! How happy for us, if having main-
tained our integrity, and conducted well
thro’ this tempting, and enfnaring world,
we then receive that fupportmg,-—-that
life-giving fentence,—~well done, good and
faithful fervants !

WiTha what unutterable joy fhall we
be filled ;—with a joy inexpreflibly grea-
ter,—more noble, and excellent, than
can arife from the greateft honors and
riches of this world, if then we are ad-

mitted, wich all the virtuous and good,
into the full and glorious /iberty of the

Sons of God !

. WHICH may God, of his infinite |
mercy, grant, thro JefusChrift our Lord.
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