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COLOSSIANS, 1V, 11.

~——Thefe only are my fellow-workers unto the
kingdom of God, which have been a comfort
unto me. '

IT was manifeltly one defign of Jefus Chrift, the
divine founder of our holy religion, to infpire his
difciples, in conformity to his own moft amiable

temper and example, with thofe benevolent and
friendly difpofitions, whereby they fhould be diftinguithed
from the reft of the world ; according to that declaration
of his, By this fbalt all men know that ye are my difciples,
if ye have love one to anotber.*

And however fome of his profeffed fubje&ts have fhame-
fully difgraced this part of the chriftian chara&er, yer, in
others, and efpecially, in the primitive times of chriftianity,
it appeared in its proper eminéncy and lufire. Agreecable
fpecimens of this,we meet with, in Paul’s epiftles; and par-
ticularly in the beginning and clofe of them; where he
falutes his chriftian brethren, in the language of warm
affeCtion, and tender cancern for their welfare,  Nor did
he appear alone, or fingular in this; but the fame bene-
volent fpirit breathed in, and warmed the “breafts of his
fellow chriftians, and taught their lips the fame language
of undifiembled love: For writing now to the Colofhans,
while he was in bonds at Rome.a number who were with
&xim, took the opportunity of {cnding, by letter, their kind

T s {alutations
Rk ALK
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falutations to their Coloflian brethren.  Ariffarcus, my
Sellaw-prifoner (fays he) faluteth you—and Marcus, and
Jefus which is called Juflus—and Epaphras, and Luke
the beloved phyfician, &c.

And how refrefhing muft have been this brotherly
concern, and friendly intercourfe among the primitive
chriftians, when hated by the world and furrounded by
their enemies? How amiable mult it be atall times, and
in all circumftances? And particularly, how ccmtorting
muft fuch harmony and love always be 2mong minifters
of the gofpel, who, if ot in bonds, like St. Paul, yet arc
ever expofcd to fome peculiar labours and difficultics
above others, and ftand in need of uncommon fupports -

Such fuppors this apoftle had amidit his trials: And as
he was fure the knowledize of it muft be agtecable o his
abfent friends, who would rcjoice in all his confolatior,
he makes particular mention of it to them in this letter ;
—letting them know he had thofe labouring with him,
in the kingdom of Gop, who were a comfort to him,.—
Thefe only (i. e. of the Jew:,—of the circumcifion, as ap-
pears by the foregoiny; words) —Thefe only are my fellow-
workers, unto, or in, the kingdom of God, which bave been
G comfort unto me.

It iz not here faid how, or in what refpes, thefe had
been a comfort to the Apoftle: but it is ealy to conceive
how minifters may be fo to one another, when influenced
by the benevolent {piric of St. Paul, and of Jefus, bis
mafter, and theirs ; and when alling agreeable to their
common charader, as fellow-workers in the kingdom of
God. Acod it is now hoped, that my fathers and bre-
thren in the miniftry, with the reft of this refpectable
audience, will, in the exercife of fuch a temper, bear with
me while | attempt, to fhew,

I. What may be intended here by the kingdom of
God, and hint at fome importang truths it may
naturally fuggeft,

1.—What may be implied in minifters being fellow-
workers in this kingdom, And,
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II1.—How they may, and ought to be a comfort to
one another : and conclude with fome brief re-
fleftions upon the whole, fuitable to the fubjelt
and the prefent occafion.

It is propofed,
1. To fhew what may be intended in the text by the

kingdota of God, and to hint at fome importane
truths it may naturally fuggeft.

And by this, I apprchend, may be intended the
¢hurch of God, in this world, under the gofpel difpean-
fation :—the chriftian church ;—including therewith,
that divine conftitution, or form of moral government,
which is fet before us in the new teftament, by Chrift
and his Apoftles. :

The kingdom of God, is fometimes to be underftood,
indeed, in a very different and much more extenfive
fenfe : —It may mean his univerfal dominion and govern-
ment over all his works; and thus he rules in the natural,
as well as moral world ; for he is Lord of all.

He who ereéted the grand fabrick of the univerfe,—
he alone could form the wonderful plan, and eftablith the
various laws, by which it is governed, even from the re-
gular, yet amazing revolutions of the heavenly bodies,
down :’o the fmalleft vegetable that fprings out of the
ground.

Bur, as the high author of all things, whofe wifdom,
power, and goodnefs are difplayed, in an infinite variety
of ways, hath endued fome of his crearuies with under-
flanding and liberty ;—with a capacity of knowing him
and his authority ;—of aéting freely and from rational
motives, and of yielding to kim a voluntary obedience ;
over thefe he exercifes a moral government, fuited to
their fuperior natare and capacities : And this, in fome
more fpecial fenfe, may be called his kingdom ;— the fub-
je€ls of which, in an enlarged view, are all the excellent,
wife and virtuous of intelligent creatures, through the
whole creation ; who are obedient to the univerfal Father,
—~—the Parent of good. By
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By the abufe of liberty, it feems, fome of the inteili-
gent creatures, of fuperior rank and dignity to the human
rice, and thercfore under ftronger obligations to the
great creator, firlt revolted from their maker and fupreme
Lord, and fell under his awful difpleafure,

The facred fcriptures intimate, that the head of this
rebellion, whois ftiled the old Serpent, Satan, and the
Devil ; and who, as’tis probable, drew after him, in his
revolt, numbers of the heavenly inhabitants, afterwards
feduced the firlt human pair ; and brought them into a
ftate of guilt and ruin. But the infinitely wife God,
the father of mercies, who perfetly knew the compara-
tive weaknefs of our firft parents, and the ftrength and
power of the temptation with which they were affaulted,
was pleafed to compaflionate their unhappy ftate; and,
inftcad of taking their forfeited lives, according to the
threatning annexed to that conftitution under which they
were placed, greatly to recede from what the criminals
Had reafon to expe&; and, as it were, even to incorpo-
rate with his righteous frowns, that glorious promife of
a redeemer, that the Seed of the woman fbould bruife
the Serpent’s head *

For the fupport and comfort of our firft parents,
efpecially, in their guilty and wretched condition, this
feems 1o have been defigned as a clear intimation of
the forming and introdu®ion of a mediatorial plan of
grace, more fully to be opened and explained in future
ages; in confequence of which plan, their lives were
prolonged ; they were put upon a new ftate of trial ;—
the human race has been propagated ; and a foundarion
laid, upon which our fitlt parents and their finning
pofterity, might be recovered to virtue and goodnefs,
and obtain patdon and happinefs.

Ubpon the foundation of this gracious plan, early inti-
mated, 1 conceive, it is, that God hath made ufe of va-
rious methods, or introduced feveral difpenfations, in
different ages of the world, to promote the holinefs and
happinefs of men, ia which bis kmgdom has, in fome

ref] pc&’s;

_. ccnl iiio l’.
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refpets, had various appearances. For, though the
fundamental laws of the moral kingdom of God, are, and
muft be always the fame, enjoining reverence, love, fub.
miflion, &c. to the Supreme Being; with the fincere
pra&tice of truth, rightcoufnefs, benevolence and other
virtues, in conformity to the moral perfeftions of the
Deity ; 2nd the fubjeéts of this kingdom muft ever bear
a moral likenefs to one another, in their willing and
hearty fubjetion to the authority and government of
God, yet, in a limited view, and as this kingdom of God
has refpe&t to mankind, in this world, it has, as to parti-
cular things, appeared varioufly in different places and
ages, as feemed mott fit to the great ruler of the world,
in carrying on the defigns of his wifdom and grace.

Whatever was the perfe@ion and moral excellencies
of our firflt parents, in their ftate of innocency, the facred
fcriptures, with our own experience teach us, that we
their pofterity are here in a ftate of great moral weak-
nefs ;—expofed to temprations from Satan and the world,
and from our own lufts and paffions :—that all mankind,
capable of moral a&ion, corrupt their way, fo as to need
the aflifting and fan&ifying grace, and pardoning mercy
of God.

The great author of our beings, infinitely wife and
good, has accordingly confulted our welfare, by adapting
himfelf to our ftate and circumftances; and ufing fuitable
means and methods, to lead us to repentance,—to form us
to virtue and goodnefs, and to prepare us for happinefs.

In this, however, he hath not dealt alike with all.
While, in his unfearchable wifdom, the ways of which
we may not pretend fully to judge of, he hath left fome
of the human race without any fpecial revelation of his
holy will, others he has placed under peculiar advantages
for moral improvements, and high advancemen: in honor
and feliciry.

The Jews, formerly, to whom he committed his facred
oracles, were, by this advantage, diftinguithed from the
‘reft of the world, Among thefe God fat up his king-

B dom
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dom in a very vifible and rcmarkable manner :—Thefe
he formed into a fociety by themfelves; and pave them
laws and ordinances, by which they were charafterized
his peculiar people.  Over thefc he prefided, as their di-
vine legiflator,— their king and governor ; and frequently
fent to them his heavenly meflages, by the infpited pro-
phets.  But this, though a divine conftitution, and <ra-
cioufly adapted to the purpofes of holinefsand happm..fs

was not defigned for the molt perfet model of the king-
dom ot God in this world, and was therefore to endure
but for a while.

The gracious fcheme of falvation by the fecd of the
woman, early intimated to our firit parents, had bcen
gradually opening in the revelations ot God: And ac-
cording to many preditions and promifes, refpeCiog the
Mefliah and the gofpel-ftate, God, in the fulnefs of time,
fent his own Son, our Lord Jefus Chrift, into the world;
in fome meafure to change and new model thiskingdom ;
or to ere& one of a fomewhat different and more pcrfc&
form.—For, God, who at fundry times, and in divers
manners, fpake in times paft unto the fathers by the Pro-
phets, bath in thefe laft days fpsken unto us by his Son,
whom be hath appointed heir of all things.t He
who was in the bofom of the Father hath moft clearly and
fully revealed him; and, as divinely commiflioned and
authorized, hath, by the gofpel difpenfation, erefted a
new kingdom; i e. a religious, moral couftitution, in
many rcfpe&s different from, and much more excellent
and glorious, than the mofaic which preceeded it :—more
exccllent, as revealing the fubitance, or important ends,
to which many of the religious fervices under the pre-
ceeding difpenfation pointed, which were but thadows of
good things to come :— as being free from thofe bur-
den’one ceremonies which were enjoined upon the Jews:
—ore excellent, on account of the fullnefs, clearnefs
and perfettion of many of its doftrines and precepts : —
of the greatnefs of its motives and encouragements to
holinefs and obedience; and more excellent for the en-

largement

+ Heb. i 1, 2.
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largement and extenfivencfs of its plan, as being defigned
to comprehend all nations ; and uniting them under one
head, to confticute a glorious body, who in the exercifes
of picty and virtue, fhould be trained up for more per-
fe&t fervices, and for fublime enjoyments in the kingdom
of heaven, to which this kingdom of God on carth, is
fimilar, and preparatory. \ '

This, 1 conceive, is intended by the kingdom of God
in my text. The laws and ordinances ;—the privileges,
immunities and blcflings of it ;—irs whole frame and
conftitution we have in the gofpel : And the fubjeéts of
this kingdom, who are entirled to the privileges and
bleflings of it, are all who believe in Chrift;—all who
profefs allegiance to him, as their divine head and ruler;
who, repenting of their fins, devore themfelves to the
obedience of the gofpel.

This, in the new teftament, and with juft propriety, is
called both the kingdom of God, and the kingdom of
Chritt. It ic the kingdom of God, conftituted and fet
up by his Son, whom he hath fent into the world for
this purpofe; and with whom he has betrufted the
adminiftration and government of it; for to him he hath
committed all power, and given him to te head over all
things to the church.

And this may be called the kingdom of God, not only
on account of its being erect=d by divine authority, but
from the excellency of the conftitution : For, it we look
into the gofpel, what a glorivus fcheme is there prefent-
ed to our view, full of grace and truth ? With an ad-
mirable plainnefs, it propofes to us the firft and great
principles of religion : It gives us fuch inftru&ions con-
cerning the Deity, his perfeétions and providence ; con-
cerning our obligartions to piety, virtue and goodnefs, as
are moft anfwerable ro the natural fentiments of man-
kind; and which our own hearts, if we f-rioufly attend
to them, cannot but approve. 1t prefcribes fuch a pure,
fimple, and reafonable worthip, as i. worthy of God to
accept, and of men to perform. The terms of our ac-

B: ceptance
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ceptance with God, by Jefus Chrift, are there declared
in a manner fo adapted to the weaknefs and imperfeftion
of our prefent ftate, and to the confcious fenfe we have
of guilt, as gives the greateft encouragement to finners,
to reform their lives, and return to their duty; and our
obedience to the laws of God, is there enforced in the
ftrongeft manner, and by the moft powerful moiives.

If we view and confider thefe things, as, in their
original and unadulterated form, they are fer before us
i the gofpel, certainly we moft difcern in them, ftrongly
marked, the fignature of divine wifdom and goodnefs.

And this account of the kingdom of God may, I
apprehend, narurally fuggeft to us fuch important truths
as thefe ;—That the Son of God, our Lord Jefus Chrift,
who by commiffion aod appointment of the Father, hath
erc&ted this kingdom ; and to whom the adminiitration of
it is committed, is the fole legiflator, and judge of the fub-
je@tsof it; i.c. of all chriftians.— That he only hath autho-
rity to make laws, and to appoint ordinances for them,—
and to annex fanltions to thefe laws. That he only hath
authority to determine and fix the terms, upon which any
fhall be iatitled to the privileges and bleflings of this
kingdom. And, that, as all chriftians of whatever rank ;
and however charalterized, and diftinguithed by human
determinations and appointments, are equally his fubjects,
and accountable to him; and, in this refpe&, perfeétly
upon a level with one another,none of them can have any
authority even to interpret the laws of this kingdom for
others, {o as to require their affent to fuch interpretation.
Thefe, with other truths of a fimilar nature, muft be ob-
vious upon a moments refle&tion. For if others, befides
Jefus Chrift, have a right to make and eftablith laws in
this kingdom, obligatory upon chriftians ;—to appoint
ordinances ;—to decree religious rites, &c. they have
then authority to alter the very conftitution and nature
of it; and fo far as thus altered, it would ceafe to be the
kingdom of God.

The
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The fame confequence muft follow, on fuppofing any
have authority to fix terms of admiffion to privileges and
bleflings in this kingdom; or to annex fanitions to the
Jaws of it, not found in the gofpel. By fuch ungofpel
terms of admiffion, the true fubjefls of JefusChrift mighe
be excluded, while thofe who are not fo, might be ad-
mitted, which might leave him only the title of a Ki
where he had no fubjeéts. And, as the force of laws
depends upon their annexed fanflions; they who have
power to alter thefe fan&ions, or to add new oncs, have
power to alter the very nature of fuch laws, or to fet
them entirely afide : And fo far as any do this, they, and
not Jefus Chrift, are rulers in this kingdom ; and it is,
fo far, not his, but a kingdom of their own.

And authority to interpret the laws of this kingdom,
fo as to oblige others to affent thereto, will at once
brina u< to the fame point: For he that hath power to
put his own fenfe upon any do&rine, precept, or law,whe-
their human or divine, and to oblige others to receive
the fame in that fenfe ; hath power to alter fuch do&trine
or law, juft as he thioks fit; which is the fame thing, in
effe&, with a power abfolutely to annihilate fuch doc-
trine or law, and to publifh others in the room thereof.
Such an one would, to all intents and purpofes, be the
legiflator, and fupream ruler and judge in this kin(gdom.

From all which it evidently follows, that every fubje®t
of this kingdom, i. e. every chriftian, has, and muft have
a right to judge for himfelf of the truc fenfe and mean-
ing of all gofpel truths; and thac no doétrines therefore ;
—no0 laws ;—no religious rites ;—no terms of acceptance
with God, or of admiffion to chriftian privileges, not found
in the gofpel, are to be looked upon by him, as any part
of this divine fyftem ; nor to be reccived and fubmited
to as the do&rines and laws of Chrift. And to make any

. article of faith, or mode of worthip effential to the chrif-
tian charader, and a term of admiffion to chriftian privi-
leges, not made fo in the gofpel, is manifeftly an unwar-
rantable, and rebellious ufurpation of ecclefiaftical power,
which eannot be anfwered for to the great head of the
church, | Thele
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Thefe conclufions, are, 1 conceive, perfeltly agreeable
to the inftructions thus given us by our blefled Saviour.
But be not ye caled Rabbi : for one is your mafler, even
Cbrift, and all ye are brethren. And coll no man your
Jather upon the earth : for one is your father which is in
-Beaven. Neither be ye called majter : for one is your mayler,
even Chrift.* The fentiments of St. Paul exaétly har-
monized with thefe divine inftrutions, and muft become
‘every chriftian, and every minifter of the gofpel. Not
‘&l'ays he) that we have dominion over your faith, but are

ipers of your foy We preach not ourfelves, but Chrift
J¢/us the Lord. and surfelves your fervants for Jefus fake. §
And again, Who art thou that judgeft another man’s
Jervant 2 to bis own mafler be flandeth or falleth.§

The next thing propofed, was,

I1. To fhew what may be implied in minilters being
fellow-workers in this kingdom of God.

"Their being workers, or labourers herein, may imply
in general, their {tudying, and in their proper place and
fphere of a&ion, endeavouring to promote its profperity
and wellfare ;—to fupport its divine counftitution ;—the
honor and dignity of its facred laws :—To increafe the
numbser of its fubjedts, and to improve their virtues, in al{
loyalty and obedience to Jefus Chrift, the exalted and
glorious head of the church.

But though minifters of the gofpel are an order of
men appointed by Chrift, 1o ferve, in fome fpecial man-
ner, the great purpofes of his kingdom :—Though they
are diftinguwithed as officers in the church, and their
employment is high and honorable, they being fometimes
ftiled ambafladors for Chrift, and workers together with
God, yet they are not heads and rulers in a kingdom of
their own, nor Lords over God’s heritage. They are
equally with other chriftians the fubjects and fervants of
Chrift, and are to a& by his authority, and under his
dire&ion, . And

® Matt, xwjii. 8, 9, 50. t 2 Cor. i. 24. § Chuiv. 5. § Rom, xiv. 4
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And manifeft it muft be, from what has been offered,
that to teach any do&rines,—to publith any laws,—to
appoint any religious ceremonies,—to lay down any qua-
lifications of Chrift’s fubje@s; or to fix any terms of
admiflion to rights and privileges in the chriftian church,
not plainly found in the gofpel, cannot belong, in the
leaft meafure, to their office, nor be any part of their
bufinefs.

They are, indeed, to be teachers and guides to thcie
people; but then, their divine mafter has particularly
prefcribed to them in their work.——Go teach al. sa-
tions—teaching them to cbferve all things whatfoever I
HAVE COMMANDED jyou* Hisdoctrines, i e. thofe
of the gofpel, they are to teach ;—his laws, they are to
publifh :—-By thefe facred rules, and their own pious
and virtuous example, they are to lead and guide their
people. .

Nor let it be imagined, that without claiming greater
authority, and feizing upon highei employments in the
church, minifters can have litdde 10 do.  They may find,
in their proper places, bufinefs snough for all their zeal
and a&ivity, without invading either the office of the
great head of the church, or the particular charges of
one another. -

They muft give themfelves to reading, meditation and
prayer :—They muft feek a large and intimate acquain-
tance with the infpired wiitings, that they may be able
to compare {pirttual things with fpiritual ;—to elucidate
one part of fcripture by another, and to reprefent divine
truths in their jult and neceflary confiftence with each
other; and may prove themfelves workmen who need
not to be afhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

For although they are not authoritative interpreters
of the word of God, and have no power to impofe their
fenfe of fcripture on their hearers, which would exclude
the right of private judgment ; yet a part, and an impor-
tant part of their bufinefs, is to aflift the underflanding
of their people, and to lead them into the knowledge

and
® Matt, xxviit, 19, 20.
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and belief of the truth. They are to do this, not by
sfferting, that what they declare is the truth, and de-
manding affent to it, on the authority of their declara-
tien, —or,—of its having been proved, and declared to
be fo, by others, but by fhewing how the truth they are
pleading for, is conneéted with, and juftly flows from,
fome plain declaration in the word of God : or, if found-
ed on paffages of a more uncertain and doubtful mean-
ing, then, iy laying before their hearers the reafons
perfuading them they have given the true fenfe of fcrip-
cure ; leaving it with them, after all, to examine their
explications,—the juftnefs of their dedu&tions, and force
of their reafoning ; and to receive for divine truth, only
what they fee to be founded on the oracles of God.

And thus to explain and teach the do&rines of the
gofpel, and to publith the laws of the kinpdom of God,
13 but a part of their duty and employment, as minifters
of Chrift. They are to labour, not only to open men’s
eyes, and to turn them from darkoefs to light, buc like-
wife, from the power of Satan unto God. By ferious
and animated addrefles to their hearers, they are to in-
culcate and imprefs upon their minds, the truths of the
gofpel, endeavouring to engage their prattical regard
thereto; for ncither knoewledge nor faith can be of any
importance, but as they have regard to pradtice, or ferve
to. mend the heart and life.

Laying before their people, therefore, in the fimpleft
and plaineft manner, the gofpel terms of acceptance with
God ; and placing in their view, in a clear and ftrong
light, their duty, in the various parts and branches of i,
they are to make ufe of the great arguments and motives,
exhibited in the gofpel, to perfuade them to a compliance
with thefe terms; and to engage and quicken them in
the praftice of thefe duties :—Arguments, colle¢ted efpe-
cially from the unreafonablenefs, as well as odious and
deftru&tive nature of fin ; —from the intelle&ual and mo-
ral nature of men ;—from their relation to God, and his
authority over them ;—from the resfonablenefs of his

fervice ;
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fervice ;—from the importance of falvation; and from
the wonderful grace of God in the Redecmer, and the
mighty encoiragement offered to finners, to feck their
true happinefs.

Thefe are arguments pointed out by the great author
of our beings, who perfe&tly knows our frame:— pointed
out, not only in the facred oracles, but by our very con-
ftitucion, as rational and moral : —They are manifeftly
fuited to the pature and feelings of the human mind, and
defigned to affe& the heart :—They are fitted to reach
and move the hopes and fears of men,—thefe great
fprings of altion ;—to agitate and roufe the foul, and to
put it upon the moft vigorous exertions, in purfuit of
glory and felicity:—And in fuch applications to their
people, they will comport with that example for gofpel
minifters,—But bave renounced the bidden things of dif-
bonefly, not walking in craftinefs, nor bhandling the word
of God deceitfully, but by manifeflation of the truth, com-
gegding ourfelves to every man's confeience in the fight of

od.*

And minifters, as workers in the kingdem of God,have
more to do than all thisamounts to.  If they are the true
minifters of Jefus Chrift, the profperity of Zion will lic
near their hearts, and they will daily feck her good. A
concern for the honor of God, and longing defire of the
falvation of fouls, will make them men of prayer. Their
own flocks, in particular, they will often bear upon their
hearts at the throne of grace. They will endeavour to
know their ftate ; and i their public miniftrations, fo to
adapt themfelves to their condition and cireumftances, as
may be moft likely to anfwer the beflt purpofes, and to
promote their welfare.

In privatelife, they will ftudy to be inftru&tive anden-
couraging examples to their people, in all piety and vir-
tue :—ready, at all times to labour for their good,~—by
inftructing the ignorant,—warping the vicious,—com-
forting and ftrengthening the feeble-minded, and edifying
believers na life of holinefs; aiming hereby to promote
and build up the kingdom of God. Igraing every man,

C (fays

®* 2 Car, iv. 2.
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(fays St. Paul) and teaching every man indll wifdom ; that
we may prefent every man: perfelt in Chrift Jefus. + Upon
this view of things, how great and important muft appear
the employment of minifters! and how large the field, in
which they are to work! Happy they, happy, indeed,
who alting worthy of their office and charatet, fhall be
approved of God.

But that expreflion in the téxt, defcriptive of gofpel
minifters——fellow-workers in the kingdom of God——
maturally foggefts fcveral things, which may deferve 2
farther and more particular notice. It may intimate that
equality there is, or ought to bé, among minifters, in thé
church of Chrift. Their office and employment is the
fame. Human authority, ’ds true, and human eftablith-
shents have made a difference among thefe; but asthis is
not of Chrift’s appointment, nor te be found any where
in the gofpel, it can be only human. According to the
fcripture-plan of the kingdom of God, minifters are alt
equally, and without diftin&ion, Paflers; Elders, Over-

Jeers, Bifbops, &c. in the chriftian church.  Their divine
‘mafter has given to none of thefe any foperiority cver
others, but fays to them all—one is your mafler even
Chrif}, and all ye are brethren.] And happy would it
have been for the chriftian world, had this equality been
preferved, and none had afpired after domidifa and
lordthip over others. None of thofe fteps hid then
been formed, by which dignities, unknown to the gofpel,
un-named in it, have been gradually raifed in the church
of Chrift ; and which, at laft, elevated hss bolinefs to his
prefent height of unlawful power arid grandeur;—of
fpiritual tyraony, oppreffion and cruelty.  Again:

The expreflion—fellow-workers ‘in the kingdom of God
—may inrimate, that minifters have one common bufinefs
to profecute ;—one common caufe to promote, refpecting
Which they fhould a&t with agreement and harmony ;
and in the advancement of which their labours fhould
unite and centre ;—and that is the caufe of true religion
—the honor of God and happinefs of men. 1 do not
mean here, that they thould have juft the fame fenti-

ments ;
1 Col. i, 28, 1 Matt, xiiii. 8.
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ments ; or that they fhould think, believe and teach, in
every thing, exactly alike: for this is not to be expeied
in the prefent flatc of weaknefs and impertection,  Bug,
that charitably bearing with one another, in their diffe-
rences of opinion, refpeéting difputable and lefler matrers,
they fthould, as fellow-/abourers, heartily unite, in pro-
moting that kingdom of Gud, w/m:b 85 not meat and drink,
but righteoufnefs and peace, and joy in the boly Gboft ¥

Without this charitable forbearance, there is not,—»
there cannot be union, harmony and peace amoc.g them
When they lay great ftrefs, therefore, upon difputed, and
comparatively little points ;—when they run ioto hot
and unchritable contentions about things but obfcurely
delivered, if delivered at all in the facred oracles; and
which are of a dubious and uncertain nature, they maais
feftly miftake their bufinefs, and forfeit their chara&ers,
as fervants of the fame Lord, and fellowsworkers in the
kingdom of God;—they negle&t their proper work to
contend and quarrel about trifles,

And laltly here,

Theexpreflion fellow-workers in the kingdom of God—
may intimate that mutual and brotherly concern, miniiters
ought to have for each others welfare. Their ftanding
upon a level j—their being fervants of the fame Lord,
and engaged in the fame worl(. naturally tends to lead
them into an intimate aequaintance, and familiarity with
one another; —to conciliate thuir atfections ;—to unite
their hearts in love, and to infpire them with a friendly
and benevolent concern for each others happinefs. And
behoid, how good, and how pleafant it mut be, for thefe
brethren to dwell together in unity ! This will inftamp
a beauty and glory upon their character :—It muft unite
their ftrength ;—give force and energy to their labours,
and promife great and happy fuccefs to their minitry.

But 1 come now to fhew,
HI. How minifters may and ought to be comforts
to one another,
_ Thefe only are my fellow-workers unto the kingdom &
Ged, which bave bccn @ comfart unto me, Aud

* [, xive 19,
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And they muft be fo, from their very office and em-
ployment, as fellow-workers in the kingdom of God.
It belongs to their charalter, as true minifters of the
gofpel, that they are lovers of God, and of fouls:—that
they are ardently defirous of promoting the honor of
God, and the happinefs of men. And having their hearts
warmly engaged in their work, ir muft yield them an
high fatisfation ;—it muft afford them great fuppore
and confolation, that they are nor alone in this;—thae
others are urited with them,in the {ame important work,
whofe fervent withes and prayers they have for their
profperity. Next to the viiible fuccefs of their miniftry,
and their hope of being approved of God, this furely muft
exhilerate their fpirits, and refreth and comfort their
hearts. Again,

Minifters may be comforts to one another, by their
friendly fociety and converfe. Such is their fituation
and employment ;—fuch their peculiar labours and trials,
that they greatly need the countenance, and friendly
fociety of one another. Thofe words of a very judicious
and critical obferver of the human mind, may be applied
to this cale with great pertinency —Iron fbarpeneth iron ;
o a man [fharpeneth the countenance of bis friend. t
Their wafted and tired fpirits are hzreby recruited and
rcficthed, and they are prepared to profecute their la-
bours, with greater vigour and alacrity. Like St. Paul,
upon mecting their brethren and friends, with whom they
may converfe with freedom and in love, they will be
ready to thank God and take courage. |

And at fuch interviews they may be comforts to one
atother, by their friendly council and advice under dif-
conragements. Minifters often ftand in need of fuch
kind offices from their brethren, when exercifed with
fome grievous and perplexing trials, and their hearts are
caft down and ready to fink within them, The encou-
raging language, and kind afliftance of a friend, and
fellow-labourer in the kingdom of Gad, will naw revive
and ftrengthen the foyl, and enabie it to furmount difk-
culties, that were ready to overwhelm i, e were

' troubled
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troubled on every fide, (fays St. Paul) without were fight-
ings, within were fears. Nevertheless, God who com-
Jorteth thofe that are caft doewn, comforted us by the
coming of Titus*

I (hall take notice of but one inftance more, in which
minifters may be comforts to one another, though
others might be added ; and that is, by fupporting and
defending onc another, fo far as they can with juttice,
againft the malevolent and injurious.

This is a fervice they owe to each otheras brethren,
and as minifters of the gofpel. The honor of their
divine mafter, and the intereft of religion, are nearly
concerned in it :——And they, perhaps, more than any
order of men, are expofed to reproach and flander, and
fuffer this kind of abufe from unreafonable and wicked
men ; and fometimes from men who bear another cha-
ralter,

That tender concern minifters have, in common with
others, for their own reputation, muft caufe them to
receive with a very fenfible pleafure, the generous kind-
nefs of their brethren, in defending them againft the at-
tacks of cruel enemies: —againft fligmatizing reproaches
uttered, it may be, with a feemingly pious zeal, by men
of uncatholic and narrow minds :—in fcreening them
from the effe@ts of undeferved malice, and healing the
wounds they receive from the envenomed tongue.

Such a faithful generous friend will appear to them
like the good Samaritan, to the man who fell among
thicves and murderers, But, how pitiable the cafe of
fuch fufferers; and how culpable the condu& of their
brethren, if thefe, like the Prieft and Levite, in the fa-
cred flory, turn afide from them, and leave them to the
mercy of their enemies ¢ How much more pitiable their
cafe, and how much more criminal their brethren, if,
inftead of adting the friecdly parr, they join their ene-
mies, and endeavour their ruin ? Such a want of friend-
fhip and kindnefs;—fo bafe and ungenerous a behaviour,
itis haped, will fcldom or never be feen among minifters

of the gofpel, Jmprovement.
¢ 3Car vil g, 6.
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Improvement.

Upon what has been offered, my fathers and brethren,
in the miniftry, will now permit me,

1. Humbly to recomrmaend it, as what may be of great
and happy advantage to us, to keep in mind the narure
of this kingdom of God, in which we are tellow-woikers |
—its divine conftitution, and glorious defign. T his will
place our proper bufinefs continually in view, and ean-
courage and animare us in our work,

When we confider our Lord Jefus Chrift, as the di-
winely appointed, and only head of the church :—When
we confider him as the fole legiflator and jud-.c¢ ot chrif-
gians :— When we conceive of him as alonc having autho-
#ity to determine the qualifications of his tubje&-, and
so fix the terms upon which any thall be admited to the
privileges and bleflings of this kingdom of God :—And
when we confider chriftians, of whatever rank or charac-
ter, as equally his fubjects; and that, as his fubjets, none
of them can have any authority over others, either to
make new laws for them, or, which amounts to the fame
thing, to impofe upon their brethren, their fenfe of the
Jaws which Chrift has made; or to judge, cenfure, or
punifh his fervants, in matrters relating purely to con-
fcience and falvation : —Our thus keeping in mind the
nature of this kingdom of God, direétly tends to keep
us in our proper place and fphere of attien. It will re-
firain us, on the one hand, from afluming to ourfelves
an unlawful authority, and lording it over others; and
will guard us, on the other, againft fubmitting to the
unjuft and imperious claims of fuch, as wouid afpire at
dominion and lordfhip over us. And, thus acknowledg-
ing fubjection to our common Lord, and to him only :—
challenging and infilting upon the liberty of his fubjedls ;
and readily yielding the fame to all our brethren, we
fhall keep within our line ;—we fhall avoid giving offence
to one another ;—We fhall aét in harmony and love, and
be likely, in the beft and moft efletual manner, to anfwer
the great and important ends of our mimittry. Acd

n.
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And when we confider again, the great and gloriouy
defign of that conftitution of God, we have in the gofpel;
—thar it is to bring light and happinefs to an ignoraat,
depraved and miferable world ;—that it is to reduce rea-
fonable beings,—ourfelves and otiiers, our fellow-mien,
from error and mifconduét ;—to prepare us, by a peni-
tent return to our duty, for the pardoning mercy of
God, by Jefus Chrilt.—To refine, improve, and exalt
our rationsl powers :—to form us to habits of piety,
virrue and grodnefs; and thereby to prepdre us for
higher and more perfe& fervices; and for fublinie and
everlafting delight and happinefs, with faints and angels
in heaven :—— When we keep in view this defign of the
golpel (cheme, and tendency of that divine polity ereéted
by the Son of God :— When we confider it thus, in it
relazion to a future ftate, and to the moral improvement,
and high and endlefs felicity of reafonable beings ;—of
our fellow creatures ;— of our brethren, and 6f ourfelves,
—how muft it warm our hearts! How mutft it animate
us in our work ! Have we in us the genérous feritiments
of humanity 7 Have we in us the kind, benevolent feel-
ings of the chriftian temper ? Do we with the happinefs
of our brethren ?—Do we with our own ?—Muft not
fuch apprehenfions and views infpire us with a fervent
2eal, and pur us upon the moft altive and vigorous ex-
ertions ?—make w8 willing to fpend and be fpent in the
fervice of the gofpel;—in promoting the kingdom of
God ;—the falvation and happinefs of men?

2. May we always be concerned to a&t up to our
charalter, as felloiv-workers in the kingdom of God:
and in thefe two refpefls efpecially :

1. By auention to our proper bufinefs, and diligence
in it; and
2. By being comforts to one another.
1. Let us aim at a&ing up to our chara&er, by atted-
tion to cur proper bufinefs, and diligence in it.

We are folemnly feparated to the gofpel-miniftry, and
fhould therctore give ourfelves to it ;—attending chicfly
to
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co this very thing. It is juft and real-nable, that they who
live of the altar, thould wait on the altar ; and that, while
we reap the carnal, or worldly good things of our people,
we thould be diligent in fowing to them fpiritual :hings.

We have little to do with politicks, farther than to
exhort our people, while they maintain a juft regard
for their natural and civil rights and privileges, to be
fubje&t to the higher powers ; and to pray for kings and
all in authority, that we may lead quiet and peaccable
lives, in all godlinefs and honefty. |

Noi can we approve ourfelves faithful to Chrift, and
to our particular charges, if, without juft neceflity, we
much entangle ourfelves with the aﬂ‘.'airs of this life.

Our bufinefs is in the ftudy,—in the pulpit, and in
friendly and paftoral vilits among our people, for their
aflifance in the ways of God, not in the fhop, in the
warehoufe, or the field.

Minifters, indeed, are fometimes obliged to concern
themfelves much with worldly bufinefs ;—their circum-
ftances require it.  And when this is owing to the neg-
ligence of their people, thefe are greatly in fault, and fuch
minifters excufable :—The Levites were not blamed fof
flying every man to his ficld, when their portions were
not given them.*

But, when by a fuitable provifion, they are free from
this neceflity, and, neverthelefs, neglet their proper mi-
nifterial work ; and from a covetous defire of the world,
fpend a great part of their time in fecular employments ;
in this. no doubt, they are in an high degree cuipable.
Such a Demas, who, trom a love to this prefent world,
forfakes his proper bufinefs, can fcarcely be ranked among
his brethren, and be ealled a fellow-werker m the kings
dom of God. |

And certainly, the important nature of our work ;—
its important nature, both as to our people and ourfelves,
fhould make us altive and diligent in it. ‘[he chara&er
of the flothful ill becomes us, in an employment, where
the happinefs of rational and immortal beings is concera-
ed; and upon our fidelity and diligence in which, depends
eur own acceptance with God, Let

* peh. iii, 30, N
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Let us labour to have imprefled upon our minds a
lively and atlcéting fenfe of the worth of fouls.—~Lzt us
often call tomind the account we muft prefently give of
our miniftry ; and be follicitous to fave both ourfelves and
them that hear us. O, what an home-felt fatisfaétion,—
what a tranfpor:ing one, muft it give us, having alted our
part well, to receive that approbation from our divine
mafter— Well done good and faithful fervants ; ye bave
been faithful— enter ye into the joy of your Lord !

And let us be concerned to a&t up to our charater
likewife,

2. By being comforts to one another in our work.

Our own expericnce of the greatnefs and difficulty of
that employment in which we are engaged, and of the
peculiar trials we meet with in it, may have convinced us
all of the need we ftand in of this confolation ; and,
doubtlefs, we, a; well as others, are formed for the pleaf-
ing and fupporting endearments of friendfhip; and are
capable of giving and receiving its bleflings : And it muft
really reflect no fmall dithonour upon us, if lefs of focial
virtue is found among us, than among thofe, of almoft
any order of men,while our peculiar bufinefs calls us more
conftantly to converfe with thofe divine doftrines and
amiable examples of the gofpel, which are fitted to infpire
the foul with the moft friendly and generous fentiments.

But is this really the cafe with us? are we (hus un-
fociable and unfriendly ? 1 afk pardon of my fathers and
brethren. I meant not to fuggeft a general charge, nor,
indeed, to accufe any one, However, a more general
and perfe& harmony, friendfhip, and love, is doubtlefs
defirable.  This, I prefume, we wifh for ; in this we
fhould rejoice and be comforts to one another.

But, without afluming the airs of a ditator to my
fuperiors, I may venture to fay, this cannot be expe(ted,
whenever we are of fuch contralted and narrow minds;
—or, are filled with fuch uncharitable fufpicions and
jealoufies of each other;—or, are chargeable with fuch
fincerity, and addi& ourfelves to fuch mean and low

D arts,
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arts, as deftroy the foundarion of friendly truft and con-
fidence, and render intimacy dangerous.

This cannot be expeéted, whenever we are ready hotly
to conteft and wrangle about difputable and lefler matters
in religion ;—when we are forward to inhiit upon, as of
great weight and importance, and uncharitably to contend
abour certain points, not clearly revealed, or the impor-
tance of which, is not manifelt in the gofpel.

T'his cannot be expefted, it we aim ar lerding it over
others ;—if we challenge authority to interpret the Hoc-
rines and laws of Chrift for our brethren, and to impofe
upon them our particular fenfe :—if we place our ovn
decifions upon a level with the plain declarations of ihe
word of God, by cenfuring and condemning thofe, who
will not affent to our particular dogmas.

This cannot be expeted, if, from a reftlefs and med-
dlefome rurn of mind ; or from a childith love of popu-
larity, and a defire to raife our charalter among the
people, we eagerly liften to the difaffeted in other
churches, and officioufly encourage and affiit them, n
giving difturbance to their particular paftors :—or if, from
a fond opinion of our own fuperior knowledse or fanctiry,
or from worfe motives, we invade the paiticular charges,
and eanter into the labours ot our brethren ;—if we en-
deavour to make room for,—to croud ourfelves in, and
to build ourfelves up, upon the ruin of our brethren,
ard of the church’s peace, &c.

Such things as thefe, it is obvious, are deftru&tive of
all friendly agreement, harmony and peace : —they pre-
clude that truft and confidence in one another, which
are the foundation of intimacy and free converfation : —
They tend to make us fearful of one another,—watchful
and thy. And, with fuch difpofitions, and fuch manners,
inftead of being comforts to each other, we muft, in a
natural courfe of things, be difturbers and troublers of
cach other; and the promoters of firifes, contentions,
and divilions, to the dithonour of Chrift, and of ouge
felves, and to the fcandal of religion.

Senfible, therefore, of our common weakneffcs and
imperfellians, and of the difficuliics aitending the minie

Genal
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fterial office, let us have compaflion one of another :—
love as brethren,—be pititul and courteous,

As fallible creatures, and liable to miftakes, let ug
candidly bear with one another; and, as becomes la-
bou:er, together in the kingdom of God, endeavour to
encourage each other’s hearts, and to ftrengthen cach
other’s hands.

Let us carefully guard againft that fpirit of comination
and cenforioufueis, which fo ill becomes us, as fellow-
fervants of Jerus Chrift, and equally accountable to him:
And while we honeftly endeavour to underftand his
dotrines and laws, in the beit manner we can, let us
readily yield to others the fame liberty ; without cen-
furing and condemning them, becaufe they do not fee,
and underfltand, and believe juft as we do, knowing that
to our common mafter, bur not to us, they {tand or fail.

Let us, as becomes brethren, cherith in our breafls 3
catholic and charitable temper, and a friendly, generous
concern for each other’s welfare: And, in all the plin
and moft important things of religion, wherein we are
agreed, hearuly unite in promoting and building up the
kingdom of God :—in inftructing, guiding, and encou-
raging our people, in the way to bleflednefs by Jefus
Chrift. Thus, 1 conceive, we fhall a& up to our cha-
rater, as fellow-workers in the kingdom of God :——
Thus, it is likely, we fhall be comforts and bleflings to
one another, and bleflings to our people.  And,

Finally, May it be the concern of us all, both minifters
and others, that we are the true fubje&@s of this
kingdom ot Gol, and that we promote itin the world.

Being favoured with the gofpel revelation, it is of
the higheft confequence to every one of us, that we
receive the teftimony which God hath given of his Son 2
— That we receive him as our divine teacher and Lord:
— That while we hope for the pardon of our fins, thro’
the blood of atonement, we cordially receive his inftruc-
tions ;—fubmit to the government of his laws, and make
it our ferious care, to live agrecable to the facred rules

30d precepts of the golpel,
- ' And
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And of great imporrance it muft be,and highly become
s, as chriftians, that we labour to promote this kingdom
of God in the world. As minifters, this is, indeed, our
fpecial bufinefls. bur, private chriitians may be our fellow-
helpcrs unto the truth, without quiting their proper fta.
tions, or alting out of charater.  They may do this, by
chearfully fupporting and encouraging their minifters in
their woik ; and by their readine(s to itand up for, and
defend them againft difpiriting abufe, trom evil-minded
men; and fometimes even from good men, under the
influence of miltaken apprehenfions, and a wrong mif-
guided zeal. They may do rhis by their own diligent and
exemplary attendance on their mlmﬂry —by their reli-
gious and virtuous converfation in the world ; and by
their liberal contributions for the promotion of plOllS and
charitable defigns, and the fupport and propagation of
the gofpel in the world.

In fuch ways people in general may be helpful to en-
Jarge this kingdom ;—to increafe the number of its fub
jetts ;—to promote the honor of God, and the happinefs
ot men.

They may be helpful, in bringing to the enjoyment
of everlafting felicity, numbers of their fellow-creatures,
who are made for eternity, and are in danger of endlefs
wretchednefs. How trunfporting a thought! How glo-
rious a dcfign '— Herein you will concur and a& with the
greateft and beft of Beings, in the beft and moft impor.
tant work upon earth ;—in banithing vice and mifery,and
promoting virtue and happ-neﬂ among reafonable beings.

This, furely, may warm the heart ; —this may well fire
the breaft of every good man, and lcad him to cheartul,
zcalous, and vigorous endeavours, to fpread theknowledge
of the truth, and to promoce the kingdom of God.

And may fuch apprehentions—fuch views, and hopes,
grearly quicken and animare us all in our duty ; — fupport
us under trials, and nake us ftedfalt, immoveable, and
always abounding in the work ot the Lord,




