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Thankfeiving SER &10 N :

From PSALM cxviu. :8, 19.

Tte LORD bath chafiened me forz - But

be bath not groen me over unto Deatbh.
Open 0 e the Gates (f R{gb!eoufmﬁ :

I wiil go in 10 them, and will praife
the LORD.

SRTETHRNHIS s fuppoled to be a Pfalm of
-,,.,,.::’.;:: Dazid, and to have »een com-
242 T 2533 pos'd by him, at, or fcon after, a

"’-{'_}{tﬁw Time of grear AffliGion. Ata

SaRdadsds Time, how cver, i1 which he ex-

perienced the divine Carc and Goodnefs, and

was able to place his Hope and Confidence in

GOD.

The paruu.lar Trouble which hetakes No-
tice of 1n this Plalm, and to which he alludes
here in the Text, was given lum by his Enc-
mies. Thefe he fpeaks of both as very nume-

rous, and as making vigorcus Attempts for his
“A 2 Deitruction,
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Deftrution, tho’ he expe&ted to overcome a:ld
faddue them, thro’ the Favour and Help of thie
mighty GOD. 1 A7 Natisas (fays he) csmpafs
me aboxt—ryea, they compaffzd me abcat like Bees—
But in the Name ¢f the Lorp, I will defirsy
them. And again, he thus applics himfelf to
his Enemy, } Tksx haft thruf? [re at me, that I
might fall ; but the LORD keiped me.

And 1n full Confidence that God would thill
te on his Side, and help him in contending
with his Adverfaries, he thus exprefles his un-
dauntedCourage againft them all. * TbeL()RD
is on my Side, I will nct fear : what can Man ds
212 me ¢ 7271' LORD take:h my Part with thesi
that keip me : Therefire fhall 1jee my Defire upsn
them that bate me.—So in the Verfe immediate-
ly before the Text. I fkall not die bat live ; ard
dz-are the Works of the LORD.

Tho' his Circumftances were difficult and
diftrefiing, yet Gop had notforfaken him : —
Bue while, in his holy Providence, he vifited
him with fome gncvous Corre&ions, his Mer-
cies were kindly intermixt with thefe. And
thus he confeffes in the Words before us.—
The Lord hath ckaftned me fore : But ke kath nct
given me cver anto Death.  Amidft all hisTrou-
ble, which was great and prefling, he tock a
pious and grateful Natice of thofe Bleflings he
#hill received from a gracious Gob : ard was

ready,

+ Cen. ver, toth & cn. ! over, 120h ™ orfes €,
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readv, on Account of thefe to offer him his
publick and thankful Praifes. Open 1o me the
Gates of Righteaufucfs, (fays he) I <will go in to
tiem, and I =il praife the LORD.

By the Gates of Righicoufnefs here, we are
to underftand the Doors of God’s Houfe or
Tabernacle :—The Gates into which theRigh-
teous entered to pay their religious Acknow-
ledgements to Almighty GOD. The Pfalmift
did’nt costent hunfelf with a privateAcknow-
ledgement of the divine Goodrefs, but would
celeorate thisin a pullick Manner :— In the
Houfe ¢f Gobp, and in Company with hisPeo-
pic there.

And upon this View of the Text, I fhall
now note frem 1t the tfollowing Things, as
Heads of my prefent Difcourfe, wiz.

I. That the Afflictions Perfons meet within
thisWorld,are to be confider’'d as Chaftife-
menis from GOD.

1i. That to fuch as GOD vifits with fore

haitifements here, he may ftill grant
fome great and remarkable Bleflings.

III. That Perfons when they are under thefe
diverfified Difpenfations fromGOD, fhould

take notice of,and pioufly remark his mer-
ciful, as well as corre&ive Dealings with

them. And,
IV. That
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IV. That the Bleflings they fhll receive from
a gracious GOD, tho’ mixt with much
Afllition, fhould excite their thankfulnefs
to him, and lead them rto praife and glo-
rify him.

I. The Afli&ions Perfons met with 1n this
World, are to be confidercd as Chattife-
ments from GOD.

So the Pfalmift fpeaks of a parucularAfflicti-
on he had met with:—An Atllicton not pecu-
hiar to bim, but with which my others have
been exercis'd,and to which all Men are hable,
The LORD (fays he) hath chaftened me. Nor is
it only one particular kind of Afiliction weare
to view in this Light, but the Expreflion may
be ufed as to the Troublco of this World 1n
general.  Not only in Reference to the Judg-
ment of War, and thofe Evils Mcen fomeumes
meet with from their Enemics, which 1s the
Cafe alluded ro 1 theText ;—but 1n Reterence
alfo to the Calamities of Sicknefs, of Pain &c.
Thus it is faid of one ; T He is chifleied iy
with Pain apsn his Bed, and the Mu:titaie of bis
Bones <with ftreng Pain.

So Perfons being bercaved of dcar and
defirable Friends by Dcath ; and their meeting
with other outward Loffes :— Their fuﬂ“crmg
the Diftrefles of Famine and Want :—ThcTer-

rors of dreadful Earth-Quakes &c. Thele,
| | with

t Job 33. 1
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with a Variety and Multitude of other Aflicti-
ons, which might be mention'd ,may allbe pro-
perly conﬁdmed as Chaftifements from Gop..
His holy Providence is concerned in all thefe -
Things ;—and concern’d in fuch a Manner, as-
that they may be look’d upon as difpens’d to
Perfens by him.

His Chaftifements are not wholly confin’d to
the Diivbedient and Wicked,tho’ thefe infome
{pecial Manner deferve Correction and Porith-
meat at his Hand ; but they are likcwite Part.
ct his hely DliClphne towards the good and
virtuous. ¥ For <whsm the LORD loveth be
chafineth, and [courgeti every Son whom be receiv-
eth. And the Afictions of this Lite, beingfpe-
ken of as Chattifcments from Gop, intimates
his having wife and grac.ous Defigns in fuch
Dipenfations of his Prov:dence. He corre-
ctir or punifheth, not w." . the implacable An-
ger ;—not with the relentlefs Severity of a
crucl and invetcrate Enemy, but with the Wif-
dom and Goodnefs of a Father. He brings
Aillictions upon Perfons in this World,not from
the lawlefs, capricious Humour of a merciiefs
Tyrant ; nor that he may gratify any revenge-
ful Temper ; or becaufe he at all delighes in
the Miferic of his Creatures, but for wife and
mcrc uulPurpofcs. Thus itis written of him—
T Tk’ ke canfe Grief, yet will he have Compaffion

| ‘ accordsig
* Heb, s2. 6, + Lam. 3. 32, 33.
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according to the Muititude f 4is Mercies. For i
doth not affli@ willingly, nsr grieve the Children of
Men. And again.—= He chaflexs us for our pro-
fit, that we wmight be partakers sf his Holine/s.

He corrects even the Wicked while they are
here, not onlv as a righteous Punifhment for
their Sins,but alfo for their awakning to Repen-
tance ;— For, their Reformation and Amend-
ment ;— And that they may be faved from
greaterand eternal Evils.  He bringsAffli¢tions
upon the godly, as a beneficial and profitable
Trial,or falutary Difcipline :— For the advan-
tagiousExercife of their Graces,and their quick-
ning and improvement in Virtue.

Thus, in all thefe Things, Gop 1sto becon-
fidered as behaving wich the Wifdom andCom-
paflion of a Father towards his Children ;—-
whofeWelfare he defires,and not theirDeftructi-
onand Mifery. And from this Reprefentation
of the fupream Being under the Corretions of
his Providence, we are naturally led to that
View which is given us of him in the fecond
Obfervation from the Text.

II. To fuch as Gonp vifits with fore Chatftife-
ments here, he may ftill grant fome great
and remarkable Bleflings.

So the Pfalmift fpeaks of Gop with refpect
tohimfelf. The LORD bhath chaftensd me fore ;
but he hath not given me sver unto Degth. His

Affiltion

® Heb. 12, 10,

S oAy~
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AfHliction was great and prefing:—It wasin it
felfof 2 very threatning and dangerous Nature.
Certainly in anhuman view of Things,he fcem-
cd near to Deftrution, when bis Enemies
furrounded him in anumerousBody and were
mgmlv bent upon his Ruine.  They compaffed

¢ about like Bees,(fays he) and fpeaks of them
qgam, as thrufling fore at him that he might fall.
But Gop had'nt now forfaken him :—he
had'nt caft off his kind Regards. 1In this
E.xtremity he appear'd for his He]p He chaftned
lim fore, but be did nst give him over untoDeath.
Iz fer Bounds to hbDlﬁrt.ﬂes, and kindly in
termixt lis meraiful,with his afli¢tive Di;pen-
fations. And the greatnefs and dangerous
Nature of his Trouble, render'd the gracious
Appearances of Heaven for him, the more con-
fpicuous and remarkable.

And in Iike Mauner Gop deals with others
under a varicty of Evils in this Life.  Are they
as Parts of 1maller or greater Societies frown’d
upon by Providence in fome of their common
Interefts? Yet,itmay be,in the fameTime,they
are remarkably fmil'd upon as toothers. Are
their Libertics and Priviledges, either civil or
religious,greatly threatened? yet under the e-
minentDanger,they are ftill preferv’d. Do their
Enemies xnal\clnroads upon them,and caufe fad
and mournful Deitruction here and there? yet
in other Places, perhaps, they enjoy ProteCtion
and Safetv. emen much bey ond their Fears.

Lire
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. Arethey vifired with terrible Earth-Quakes - -
thofe amazing Tokens of divine Anger! vet
in the difmaiMoments of Arxicty andDigtrets,
Gop in a fignal manner may watch cver and
fave them.

Or, can they, as Parts of Soaicty, il fee, 1n
a vanety of Refpects, Darknets and Pcrpluit\‘
attending the Londu& of publick Aftairs :—-
Strange “and unexpected Embarm!:\mcnls ob-
ftructing or injuring their commonInterefts -
Does a dark Cloud here hang over them, and
yet threaten theincreafcot Sorrows *—Du mcv
imagine 'hcy hear in this the awtul Thunde
andfee the dreadful Lightning of Gon’s Anger
againft them, while thev arc ready to tremble
at what may prefently be the ruincus Effedd-
of the thickning Tempeft® Yet in other Re-
fpetts theHeavens may be ferenc and Hcmu
Divine Providence may greatlv fmile upon
them, and fhll promife an Incrcafe of Blefhings.
A bountiful Gop may give them Rain from
Heaven,and fruicful Se .1fons :—greatly blefs the
Springing of the Earth .——prc!cr\c. its Fruts
from devouring Infedts, and from untimcly
Frofts, and crown the Year with much of Lis
Goodnefs.

And if we now confiderPerfons in a private
or perfonal Capacity, i1s not the Cafe lhke
this? Have they bcen vifited with Sicknefs
and Pain *~-has Gop, in this Refpect,chaftned
tirem fore, and bro't them nigh to the Grave

- Ve
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vet e hath not given them -over unto Death.
Perhiaps he furnifhed them .with tender and
~sretul F rlcnds, and many reviving and com:
torting Means in their Diftrefles. He eafed
their Pains ;—nealed their Dxfeafcs, and caus’d
them, beyond their Fears, to rejoice inhis Sal-
vation. When they were ready to fay, with
tick Hezekiab. + I faid in the catting off of my
Dujs, I fFall go ta tie Gates of the (Jgra'vc Iam
deprived of the Refidue of my Years. I ﬁ:d ) |
fball wst fec the LORD, even tl*e LORD, in the
Land of the Lizing : I ﬂ-all bebold Man no more,
with the Inbabitants of the Werld : Eventhen Gop
Las appear’d for their help ; and they have had
reafon to add with him foon after— * But
thou hall in Lsve ta my Soul, deliver'd !fﬁ m the
Pit of CCI Taplis.

Or again ; Have they been in cmmentDanocr
upon the Sea.—have they. been there at: their
Wits end,amidft devouring Graves,—and their
boulxcadx to melt withTrouble ? Or,have they
been in fuch Perils upon the Land as that there
feem'd but a Step between, them and Death ?
Yet Gop has gracioufly appeared for them,
and in the Conduét of his Providence has fav'd
them from impending Ruine.

If they have been bereav’d of fome near- and
‘beloved Friends,yet Gop has fet Bounds to this
Affli&ion :--- He has not taken’ away ali, and
made them forfaken and dc{olatc.---And if they

‘B2 | “have

10N 38, 19, 11, * Verfe 15,

- -
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havre met with other Loffes,as to thisWorld,y=:
thany Enjoyments and Comferts are f1ill con-
tinued.

Let the Perfon who conceives he has been
moft forely chafhfed by Gop, 1n the Difpenia-
tions of his Providence, now look ‘mck upon
the Scenes of Life, thro’ which he has pais'd,
and he will ind that the divine Goodnefs has
been continually diffufed around him ;--- that
the Mercies of Gob have been interfpcifed with
all his Afli&ions andSorrows.  Atlcaft, he wiil
find Caufe to fay,with the aflited Church, ap-
on fuch a Review of Things ; * It 15 of the
LORD’s Mercies that we are net confumed ; be-
caufe his Compefions fail not : Tiey are new every
Merning

But, I come now to the third Thing noted
from the Text.

111. Perfons,whenthey are urder thefe diver-
fified Difpenfations from Gonp, fhould take
Notice of, and pioufly remark,his mcreiful,

- as well a= corrective Dealings with them.

Thus did the Pfalm:{t here. While he re-
fle&ed upon the Affliction hehad met with,fay-
ing, The LORD hath chaftnedme fire— He call'd
to Mind alfo the Mercy he had reccived— But
he HATH NOT gives me over unte Death.
Thatis ; Gap hath graciopfly preferv’d my
Life :—-He appear'd for my Help in the Day of
"Trouble, and delivered me.

Perfons
® Lam. 3. 22, 23,
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Perfons are very apt to forget, or to overlook
the Bleflings they receive from Gob in a Time
of Dittrefs. They then feel their Troubles ina
more fenfible and affecting Manner, than th~fe
Mercies which are fill continued. They have
acen compafled about with the Favour of Gob,
as with a Shield:--- They havebeen long us'd
to the Enjovmcat of many Mercies : — Thefe
have been fo familiar to them, that, perhaps,
they were ready to forget they were the conftant
Gifts and Blefhings of Heaven. Now,Advcrﬁty
isa new State to them. Every Thing here is
fenfible and ftriking. - Troubles powerfully
feize their Minds, andare apt fo to engrofs their
Tho'ts, as to render them .greatly infenfible of
cvery Thing elfe. T'he affli¢ted Perfon is ready
to 1magine his own.Cafe worfe than anyBody's
aefide ; and to fay unto others, whom he fees
in Eafe and Quict about him ; + Behold and fee
i tiore be ANY Serrow like unto ATY SORROIV,
u'-'::'::,f» is done anto me, wherewith the LORD hath

#:43ed ME in the Day of bhis fierce Anger. Or
again 3 * I AN THE MAN that hath feen
xIlﬂmmn by the Rod.of his Wrath. He hath led
me, and bro’t me ints Darknefs, but not into Light.
Sure’y AGAINST ME is be turned : he turneth

‘s Hand againft me all the Day. .

But tho’ Perfons ought to be fenfible o{ ﬂlur
I'roubles as Chaftifements from GOD :— And
a Day of Adverfity ought, as fuch, to bea Da)fr‘.
o
t Lam. 1. 12, ¥ Chap. 3. beg.
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of ferious Confideration, vet they thould'nt fo
mtirely refign themfeives up to a view of their
Affli%tions, as to be unmindiul of Mercies fhill
referv’d : —- For by fuch a Conduct they muit
not only deprive themielves of many Comtforts,
their Cafc would juftly admit of, and by their
Impradence increafe the Burden of their own
Sorrowvs, but will be alto 1n eminent Danger of
entertaining hard & difhonourable Tho'ts with
Refpect to Gobp ;--and will with-hold from him
that. Tribute of Gratitude and Praife,xwhich the
Bleflings he flill continues, call fer.

‘"They thould thercdfore, even in a Time of
Trouble and Sorrow, look around them, and
call to Mind the many Favours of a gracious
Gop they ftill poflefs. - With the prousPfalmitt,
T they fhould charge their Souls not to forget
GOD’s Benefits ; -— who, perhaps, while they
were prefs'd down with many Evils, has been
healing their Difeafes : -— Redeeming their Life
from i)eﬂrufh'on -— fatisfying their Nouths <witi)
Zood Things ;- and in a varicty of other Ways,
crowning shem with his Loving-kindnefs and teider
Mercy. By this, Perfons will be led to jufter
Conceptions of Gap, as the wife and gracious
Governour of theWarld ; and inftead of being
tempted to think:of Inm as unkind or cruel in
any ofhisAdminiftrations,they will rather be led
to confefs with thePlalmitt,*The LORD is merci-

Sfuldsgracions~Eewilimt always chide-—He hath

. 1y
+ Pfalm 103. begin.: * Ver, 8th & on, :
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zct dealt <vith us after our Sins, nor rewerded us
scosramg 1o sur Isiqusties.

Such a view of Things will tend to béar up
their Minds in a Day of Adverﬁty,and will lead
them in a proper Manner to acknowledge the
Goodnets and Mercy of Gop, under all his fa-
therly Corrections.  Like thofe well-inftructed
Chrittians ; —- undifmay’d & ftedfaft in all their
Aifiictions, they will then be ready to fay ;

It e are tronbled on every Side, et not a’{ﬂnj/f-d :
JFe are perplexed, but not i Defpair : perfecuted,
but net ,fé rfeken : caft dowwn, but not deftroyed. Or,
as in our Text. The LORD bhath chaftened us
fere 3 Cat e hath net given us over wito Death.
And now,
1V. Thofe Biecilings Perfons,ftillreceivefrom
a gracious GOD, tho’ mixt with much
Afflichion, Thould excite their thankfulneis
to him,and lead them to praife and glorify
him.

Thus the Pfalmiit's Behaviour is defcribedin
fuch aCafe. Having mention’d a fore Chaftife-
ment he had been under,and remark’dtheKind-
nefs and Mercy of Gop to him at fuch a Sea-
fon, he fays—QOpen tome the Gates of Righteon/-

2fs: Twill goin to theindowill praife the LORD.
No doubt, the Pfalmift, 1n a more fecret, or
privatc Manner, had already made his thankful

Acknowledgements to Gop : --- in his own
Houfe ;--- or Clofet. But then, he did’ntcon-
‘ tent

* 2 Cor. 4. 8, 0.
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tent himfelf with this : --- He did’nt think that
by this, he had difcharg’d the whole of hisDuty
to his gractous Benetactor.—But ic would now
have the Doors of the Tabernacle fet open to
him, that withthe Afflembly of Gon’s People,
he might in the moft publick ard folemn Man-
ner, exprefs his thanktulncts to Gep,and render
him Praife and Honour for his Mercies to him.
"And in this, others fthould imitate this grate-
fulSoul. TheGoodnets of Gob to them,thould
not be forgotten in their prore private Retire-
ments:—It fhould daily dwell upon their Minds,
and keep alive 1 their Souls thelFlameof Leve
and Gratitude. But then, there fecems a P‘n-
pricty and feme beauiitul Selemnity, inmany’s
publickly aflembling together, w ho have been
Sharers m the divine (modndl‘ to cclibrate
God's Praifes, and to fhew rcligious Rd'\c&
and Honcur to his grecat Name.  This brounht
a Glory upon ]uuUcm and occafioned mudx
of that refpectiul Honour, with which it'sName
is tranfmitted to us, that T There theTrileswent
up, the Triles of the L()RD unto the Teftinicny cf
Ifrael, to give Thanks unte the Name of the LORD.
Nor fhould God’s having mixt Afflition
with his Mercies,prevent Perfons thus fhewing
forth his Praife. His Judgments may call, in-
deed, for their folemn Humiliation before him :--
But then his Mercics ftill deferve to be remem-
ber'd with Thankfgiving. Surely his Favours,
as

+ .. ~a
> Pla'm 122 4



A Thankfgroing SERMON. 1j5

as to any, are not fo few, nor fo fmall, but that
they defcrve to be taken a grateful Notice of
before him. Norfhould any content themfzlves
with fpeaking of Gop’s Kindnefs to them, or
finging forth his Praife : But fhould be concern’d
that they giorify him by dutiful and obedient
Lives : —By willingly and chearfully devoting
themfelves to his Service. This is one great
End and Defign, both of his Chaftifements and
of his Mercies. As he vifits Perfons with his
Goodnefs to lead them to Repentance, fo he
chaftens them likewife for their Profit, to make
them Partakers of his Holinefs.-—And happy is
it for thofc, who under this Variety of his Deal-
ings with them, are bro’t to fear and love, and
ferve him. The Bleflednefs of him, who in
this Way fhall give Praife and Glory to Gonp, is
thus defcrib'd ; 3 Whofo cflereth Praife, glorifieth
me ; and to bim that wrdercth kis Converfation a-

right, will I fbew the Saivaticn o GOD.
IMPROVEMENT.

I. Let what we have heard, lead us all now
to refle® upon our own Troubles, whatever
they are, or have been, as Chaftifements from
'GOD.

In this Light, let us view our AfHlictions of a
‘publick as well asof a private & perfonal Nature:
The Diftreflcs we are under, as Partof a. larger

. C Body
3 Plaim 50. 23
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Body,orSociety of Men ;—asPart of an affiicted
People, as wellas thofe we mect with as Mom-
bersof particular Familics,or as privaze Pelons,
For, tho' fomc of thefe, perhaps, may be juliiy
look’d uponas theFruits ef ourvwnlmprudci: e,
Foily, or Wickednets, zind ougnt therefore to b
very: humo,.no tous,vet they areto be confider’d,
notw lthﬂanum g, as Chathfements from G .,
mafmuch as thcy refuit ivom that Con.tm.szus
and Courfe of Things which he hath etfabli
and happen to us, under the Governmen: ot
Ins wife and nightcous Providence.

Let us not thercfore wheoliy confine our
Thoughts to that Connection and Agency of
fecond Caufes, which mav be vifible mmr\Pro-
dution of any of our Afflictions, burt look be-
yond -hcefe to “that infinite Being,who fits atthe
Head funivertiil Nature,ard .nta asthe fuprean
Ruler of the World.  And thus confidenng,
that it 13 Gon, who 15 dealing with us 1 ali

thefe Tinngs, 1t fhould now h our Concern,
that we properly refent and mprove sil his
aﬁh&n‘erlpcnmmna. By a carelefs and ftupid
Infenfibility under his Corrections,we thall give
juit Occafion for an increate of his u«rhuous
Difpleafure,and fhall mits the Benefit& Bldﬁn"
gracioufly defigned us by his fatherly Chaftife-

ments. And

II. Under
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1i. Undcr the greateft of our Affictions in
this Life, let what we have now heard, dire&t
and lcad us a)l to take a due Notice of ‘thofe di-
vine Mercies which are yet continued.
It cannot be difputed by any who opentheir
Eves upon ‘the prefent mclancholly Face of
Things, but that we arcat this Day,under fome
publick or gencral Frowns of Providence : efpe-
cially in the Cafe referred to in the Text,--- the
fore Judgraent of War : If; in Reference to this,
e take into Vicw, the prefent State -of ‘the
BriTisH NaTiox, of which we are Part, we
‘mauft be fenfibie of fome awful Rebukesof Hea-
ven upon us. (2) What Uneafinefs and Difcon-
‘tent at Home, under fome publick Manage-
ments ! — And, may'nt it be fear’d, upon tco
jult Grounds ? And Abroad, what a Blow given
to our National Power and Intereft ! (b)) What
an important Advanrage have our Enemies gain-
cd '— And with how little Lofs to themfelves?
While they have weaken'd and impoverifh'd us,
b a valuable Conguett ; — a Conqueft, how
inglonous to the Britth Name ! — they have
acin’d both Strengih and Courage agamit us.
C-=> And

L5 Mr. Byxg, the Admural fent to protedt 3msrce, and
raiiitorce Foot 81.P3:ap tirere,orderedtliome and confined
uider Sufpicion of Corruption or Cowardice.---A gene-
ral Requett thro’ the Nation ro1 aParhamentaryEnquiry
inte his Condul, &o. &2 ’

(!{)71-‘ort -\;t. P> turrendar’d to the French, latter Eod of
Faore lait,

-

ey
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And if we turn our Tho'ts to this Country,
the Land of our Nativity, the Scene is not al-
tered for the better. How greatly have we been
aifappointed in our Hopes ? —And what Room
have we now for diftrefling Fears 2 How little
Succefs bave we had in moft of our latc Enter-
piizes againft the Enemy ? -— How great the
Darknefs ! — and how ftrange the Difhculties
and Misfortunes, that have attcnded fome of
our publick Affairs ! Dreadful are the Ravages
our Adverfaries have made in fome Parts of our
Country.—-Very Shocking as well as numerous,
the Barbarities they have commirted. They
have trrumph’d over us :—They have {lain and
captivated Muliitudes of our Brethren. /z.)

For fuch Things as thefe, indeed,wc havc\ areat
Reafen to behumble and mourn before Gob, as
being under fome awful Tokens of his Anger.
But then, have we been utterly depriv’d, inthis
Time of fore Affli&ion, of the Mercies of our
heavenly Father ? No ;-- nor ought thefe to be
row overlook'd or forgotten by us. Our

(¢) Theback Settlements in our Southern Colonies almoft
depcpulated :--- Many butcher’d & mangled by theEne-
my in a moft inhuman Manner :--- and large Numbers
carned into a wretched Captivity.

Our ttrong Fortreis at Ofteigo, taken about the middle of
Avgauf laﬁ with very littie Lofs of Men on our Side,and
littte or nore cn tic Enemy’s.--- A moft dark Affsir :---
towards 2.22¢ o; cur Tro.ps there, carried to Canada.

Our expenfive Exncditicn againft Crown-Pant, hitheito
nefte Qual, whie confiderable Numbers of our Men
have been cut off, by Sicknefs,---the Eniemy &c.
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Our Enemies have done much againft us,and
threaten more.  But how little have they done,
as yet, to what is their ambitious & cruel With,
and their reftlefs and unwearied Endeavour >—
and to what a righteous GOD could permit, if
Le pleafed ?

We are not ftript of our religious and civil
Priviledges.---Our Liberties, as a Chriftian Peo-
nle, are not yet gone. Our Teachers are not
confin 'd, nor banifh'd,nordeftroy’d from among
us.—The Word of GOD is not wrefted from
our Hands, nor are we brought to the dreadful
pafs of worthipping GOD in fear of our Lives.
Our beioved Children are yet under our Care
and Inftru&ion :—They are not forced from us
to be train’d up in Popifh Ignorance,Superttition
and Wickednefs.

And now: Do we enjoy no Blefﬁnga from
GOD in thefe Things ! Yes ; great and inva-
luable oncs. May a merciful GOD ftill conti-
-we them, and tranfmit them to our lateft Pofte-
rity

And ro thefe, let usada particularly, thefigual

Smiles of Heaven upon us, as to the Fruits of

the Earth. Hzre GOD has remarkably fav'd
us from deftroying Judgments,and crown’dthe
Year with generous Goodnefs. — He has given
us in plenty thofe good Things of Life, without
| w{;nch we fhould foon be wiatched -and mife-
rable.

- Let
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- Let us thus remark hkewifz GOD's Mercics
tous, of a more private and perional Nature,
and we fhall find that thefe have been neither
few nor-fmall.  If we now look back thro' the
lat Year, we may fome of us, no doubt, recol-
lc& many Sorrows we have met with ; and fome
of thefe, gricvous and heavy to be born. But
then,if we can fay with thePfalmit, T5eLORD
bath cl-aj?::ed' us /are, can’'t we qu‘ly add with
him likewife, bt be hath wot Given U5 0Ter it
Desath? Has he chaftten'd us with Pain upon
our Beds, and brought us low by pining Sick-
nefs 2 Has'nt he hrgngthncu us alfo upon our
Bed: of Languithment,and delivered us fmm go-
ing down to the Pit of Corrupuon: Has hz.,
made forrowful Breaches in any of our Fami-
lies :—Arc fomeof our dear Fricnds, who the Jaft
Year, attended with us on fuch a joyful Solem-
nity as this, now. remov'd from among the Liv-
ing, and laid 1n the Place of Silence® Yet are
not others fhill with us, to increafe the Number
of our Comforts, and to thew that GOD is gra-
cious ! Andas to fomc of thofec who arc now
with ug,havenot we Reafon to fay, like St.Pax/,
with Rcfpe& to a beloved Friend who had been
ﬁck ;---and fhould’nt we fay itundera gratcful

1&. of the divine Favour’—¥% Indeed t/»qy wers
 fick, nigh unto Death : but G OD had Mercy upoi:
them : and ot upon them only, Lat upen us alfo—

\urc"
* Philip. 2. 27

—_— e
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Surely, Aly Hearers, we ought pioufly to re-
member thele Merciesof GOD to us under all
our Atflictions.

And to Conclude,

ITI. Let 1t be the great Concern of us allthat
we now praife and gionty this gracious GOD.

Let it be ourCare,that we do this,not only with
e Lips, but from our Hearts :— That we do
this, not enly this Day, and mn his Houfe, but
that w2 make it the Employment and Bufinefs
ot cur Lives. Letevery D.v, welive be, in this

Refpedt, a Day of Than]\l(n\i . This,asi've
\ .:ud) hinted, is onc great Defign of GOD's
MMerdies to ws, and hl\(.\\m. of thoie various
Aiitictions with which he chaftifes us : @iz, to
bring us fmcerely to fear, and love, and ferve
him. Let usalltherefore, both clder & ycunger,
be concerned that his Difpen wtions rowards us,
have this Effeét. Let the true Chnftian be
quicken’d hereby in the Service of GOD.
" And remember, O Smner ! that the great and
.\v'fe, the nighteous and mcrciful Gobn,whorules
in the Heavens and 1n the Earth, 15 now trying
you by ali thefeThings. He has now carried you
thro’ another Year :— He has been calling upon
you by fome awakening Providences, and by
many Expreflions of his Goodnefs. He is thiil
giving you Space for '{epwmncc and Amend-

ment, when, it he pleas'd, initead of being with
his
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his People 1n his Houfe this Day, your Body
might have been before now,in the filentGrave,
and your Soul fixed in everlafting Miferies.
What Thanks ' ou owe tothis gr.cious Being,
whom you ha.. been offending ? — And how
concern’d fhould you now be, that you devore
your felf to obey and pleafe him ?
Confiderthisnow for your Awakning:—That
if you go on in your Difobedience, prefently
your State will be awfully changed. Now you
have fome Chaftifements frcm Gop, but thefe
defign'd for your Good, and accompanied with
many Mercies :—But it vou go ol impenitentiy,
prefently vou will be feperated for ever from the
Mercy of Gop, and unintcrmitting and ever-
lafting Sorrows will compafs you about. O'!
fec therefore, that you no longer abufe the di-
vine Patience and Mercy to you.—Regard now,
the Voice of Gop to you in his Providence : —
Liften to his Voice in his holyWord.-—Be afte&-
ed with his yet fparing you in Life ;---with his
gracioufly fupplying your outward Wants :---
But efpecially with his ftill offering you Pardon
and Salvation thro’ JEsus CHR1sT. Think fe-
rioufly now of your Obligations to Gop, and of
making fure of your eternal Happinefs in his
Favour. Refolve, by his gracious Affiftance ;-—
Refolve now this Day, that you will begin a
new Life :---A Life, more becoming all his Blef-
fings to you. A Life of Religicn :— A Life of
Picty and Obedicnce te him, o



A Thank[giving SERMON. 23 \

O ! beg of Gop ;—carneftly befeech him to
affift you in {fo important an Article as this, and
daily,and diligently ftrive afterit. If youpraife
and glorify him here by a godly Life, youmay
then, not only hope for hisMercies in thisWorld,
but may be affur’d of his everlafting Bleflings,
thro’ JEsus CHRIsT. I clofe with that moving
Entreaty of St. Paul, Rom. 12. 1. I befeech you
therefore, Brethren, by the Mercies of GOD, that
e prefent your Bodies a living Sacrifice, hols, ac-
ceptable unto GOD, which is your reafonable Ser-
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