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PREYFACE.

HE Auther had no defign originally of publifh-

ing the following difcourfe, but a petition having

been prefented to the Presbytery. defiring theit

opinion, whether Dr. Watts’s pfalmody might

with fafety be ufed in the churches: and the Pref-
bytery having appointed him to give his fentiments upon theé
fubje&t ; and feveral perfbns who heard it, having earneitly de-
fired it might be printed, urging, thatit would be of ufe to ma-
ny ferious enquirers : defirous to ferve the beft intereft of mian-
kind, he it abroad into the world.

He will,: probably, be cenfured, by readers who have not
been teafed with this controverfy as a tautological trifler, with-
out this apology, that many of thofe he had chiefly in view,
" having imbibed from their youth, a fet of contrafled fentiments
on this head, and for want of better information were furprizing-
ly bigoted to their notions, fuppofing it criminal to fing any
other ifongs of praife to God, Eut Roufe’s verfion of Dawid’s
p/alms ; and being full of objetions, which thofe of better im-
provements would judge too trifling to deferve an anfwer : the
author thought fit to ufe his utmoft indeavours to remove their

icruples, by line upon line, line uponline, and precept upon precept,
precept upon precept.

He is fenfible there are many pious and worihy minifters and
private chriftians who confcientioufly fcruple to fing any other
than the old verfion ; and while this 1s the cafe they fhould not
be molefted. Whether they are incapable of throwing off the
prejudices of education fo as to examine the matter fairly ; or
have not had opportunity enough to examine and compare evan-
gelical compofitions with that they ufe ; or imagine, that that
alone is of divine appointment, and therefore to be continued in
the church through all its viciffitudes and improvements ; or that

Az it
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it was compofed by Dawvid himfelf; therefore to ufe any other
would be to oppofe a human to a divine compofure;; or what
ever elfe may determine them : the Author is very far from judp-
ing them, or patronizinithc narrow fentiments of fuch as wouil
make the finging of either a term of communion, or an ad-
herence to either a mark of grace ; nor would he embroil con-
gregations or families ; but join with either, rather than fpread
the fire of contention where there is a majority zealoufly attached
to- either : he heartily wifhes that fuch wretched bigotry were
dead and buried, never to rife again.

His defign is to introduce more of the {pirit of the gofpel into
chriftian worfhip, and moft earneftly recommends it to all con-
cerned, to exercife that tendernefs, forbearance and charity,
that is the ornament of the chriftian charaéter ; and to ufe no o-
ther than the gentle arts of reafon and perfuafion, till with the
moft cordial union of hearts and voices, we all join in fongs to

the Lamb, that wathed us from our fins in his blood.

That the divine blefing may render the following difcourfe
very ferviceable to thy immortal intereft, is the prayer of,

READER,

thy SErRVANT,

for JESUS fake,

JOHN TobpD.

v Cor. xwv. 15.—7 awill fing with the fpirit; and I will Jing
ith the underflanding aljo.

£ 0SS MID all the variety of objeés that engage the

A XK @, attention of mankind, nothing is fo Important as
ﬁ;{A;{ﬁg_ utgl_rcligion 3 and no part of the hecaven.born
& < 5 % @ religion of Fe/us is fo fublime, as to celebrate the
S8 &, divine perfections, which are difplayed in creation
providence, and the redemprion of loft finners, in fongs nfrap:
turous devotion. To i'ag the praifes of God, is fo much the
difiate of nature, that it has made a part of all religions, rrue
and falfe ; the Greeds and Barbarians made it a part of their wor-
fhip to their deities : and thought iis original fo Lieavenly, that
they afcribed the invention of it to their gods.

But how much more exalted is it under the influence and re-
finements of the chriftian religion ? It animates, refnes, and
exalts the foul ; and throws off the load that hangs heavy upon
it. When we are filled with divine thankfulnefs, the moft pious
afiections naturally vent themfelves this way, according to the
divine direQion, Is any one merry, let him Jimg t/alms. It is alfo
one means of inftruction, we muft reach and admonifb one another,
in pfalms, and bymns, and fpiritual Jorgs ; Sfinging awith grace in
our bearts unto the Lord. Nothing fo much enlivens and promotes
our devoticn as this, the matter of which, is generally taken
from the divine excellencies. Our tongue, the glory ¢f our frame,
s never fo much our glory, as when it is employed in praifing
and adoring the great parent and fountain of all things.

Pfalmody has a powerful tendency to kindle and keep alive in
the foul the beft affe&ions. - ¢« How exceedingly moved and
“ affeCted have I been, faid St. Auftin, at the hymns, and
““ fongs, and harmonious voicss of the church!” thefe voices
“ pierced my ears, the truth entered my foul, devout affe&ions
“ were raifed, and tears flowed.” It bears indeed the neareft

1 Cor, fefemblance to the more refined and exalted employment of the

heavenly inhabitants; who fing 14e Jong of Mcjes the Jervant of

ody and the fing of the Lamb, Jaying, great and marwelous are

thy
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by uos, Lords Gedy Almightys juft and rue e thy s, sho
: ez ) -
‘lﬂ%}‘:ﬁf ;‘:rtl:l::mious voices break out with celeftial extacy, Hal-
Lluiab, falvation, and glory, and bonor, am.i power, unto the g:;'l
ad :}Ga:f ! They reff not day, nor night, crying, Holy, boly, boly,

bty, awhoavas, andis, andis to come.
Laga(;iilﬁffs,{ycogd we even bear fome diftant refemblance

‘ ins ! how far alas ! do we fall below thcm_ ! the
s Ehedl'r‘i(:a;;} i)[lrb:dtuiation, the langour, and indifpofition of
pmjl{1 h;e. and the want of celeftial ire; millead or dlfquah‘fy us
?;T t}f:ll;zreavcnly work : and that part of our reli lon that 15 tl;e
neareft a-kin to heaven, fuffers moft, inthis growvelling, unfriend-

7 EP}T;: :;:lt;i;nark“b]y verified in the church of Corinth, in its

infant, favourite ftute. The fpint from_ on h?gh was poured 3;1{{
u nt’hem :n his immediate, extraordinary influences, to a :
’ - g . "

) thP:m in the feveral parts of divine worfhip ; to enable lt&hf:'m t ef
more expeditioufly and effetually to improve in the l'l; lgul::n ti)n
jtﬁu and fpreaé it abroad among theﬁ nations that t t}nh ay
the l,oomy (hades of death. But the richeit favours o theaz.v:»:n
are l%ﬁt exempt from the abufe of dege?;ratc ;:mnk“}-;d‘: € _nc:i

inthi } t! heavenly bleflings from their ong)
hians perverted thefe _ X
El:l;gn ' al:d made them the occation of diiorder and confufion
’ -
ng themfelves. ‘ .
m(?)u% context contains many excellent ln[’cru&mnF lto _regul_:;,te
{in ti e have St. Paul’s refolution rela-
efe abufes: and in the text W ution r
:]i‘n to that of Pialmody ; whicle he {et before the (,ormthm_ns
as gfacred rule for them to walk by. And, as w}l:at w:;s \:;15;
* >arni the
' a8 tten for our learning, on whom
ten aforetime, was written for ou siag, ow'wgons ok O
' ' 11, doutlefs be allowed aht p

of the world are come : 1t Will, . it -

for our imitation in the gloricus work of finging praifes 10 G

mb. | ;

M?Vlthc f;:z:m defign <, to explain and determine the fenfe of

the tf.?;cf- fhew how we may beit comply with the duty riécqm-

mcnded’in it ; anfwer the moit plaufible objetions ; and 1m-

{fubje(t. :
P“;Tclt:; tuo {.:plain and determine the fenfe of the text. This

facred paflage has fuffered the fate of many others, to be put u;i; and her colonies,

has been arcued from the words, 7 aill fing aith the [pirit, and I foreign tongues ;

¢ That the apottle woi?;; fhort, performed

on the rack and tortured to fpcak what it never intended.

- awill fing with toe underflanding allo ;

(>

A T

“ {ing nothing but divinely infpired matter ; that theére were no
“ fongs of divine infpiration but the pfalms of Dgvid; therefore,
“ the apoftle would ufe none bujg the ; nor tolerate any other
“ to befung in the church of Corinth.” :

This is certainly a very wild interpretation, and as foreign
from the defign of St. Paul as any thing that can well be conceiv-
ed; and itis hard toinvent how the wildeft fancy, or the moft
defperate dearth of reafon, fhould force 2 man uponit : asit has
not the leaft fhadow of connexion either with the text, or with
the fcope of St. Paul’s reafoning. It betrays ignorance of the
fcriptures, which abound with examples of facred fongs, both in
the o/d and zew teflament, that are as divinely infpired as thofe of
Dawvid ; and many of them better fuited to the gofpel-chureh ;
as 1 fhall thew hereafter: {o that it afferts what is really not true,
viz. thatthere are no divinely infpired fongs but thofe of Dawid,

The fame method of reafoning from the text, would oblige
us to ufe nothing but divinely infpired matter in our prayers, as
well as praifes : or confine us in prayer, to the exa&® words of
infpiration, and bind us up to forms that would not fuffer us to
pourout our requeits to God in our own language, or fenfe of
divine things, in the language of the new-teftament ; however
agreeable to our own cafe, or to the fenfe of {cripture. The a-
poftle conneéts both together, and afferts the fame of the one as.
of the other, and lays fown the very fame rule for our conduét
in both. I awill pray awith the firit, and I will pray awith the
underflanding alfo : Iwill fing with the Jpiret, and I wwili ling with
the underflanding alfo.

That you may take up the fenfe of the apoftle, in the words
before us, you muft obferve, that the fpirit of God imprefled
upon the minds of the primitive chriftians the knowledee of fo-
reign languages unknown to them before; and enabled them to
compofe and fing new Jongs of praife to the redeemer, agreeable to
antient prophecies. Ifaiah xlii. ¢, 10. New things do I declare,
before they fpring forth I tell you of them. Sing untothe Lord a neaw
ong, and bis praife from the ends of the earth : Je that go doawn to
thefea, and all that is therein, theifles and the imbabitants thereof :

which may, with geat propriety, be applied to Great-Britain,
JC.

They prayed, preached, prophefied, {fpoke and interpreted

compofed, and fung fpiritual fongs ; and in

all the parts of divine worfhip by the immedi-

alg
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= . others have no benefit by my prayers, though they may edi
ate infpiratiah of the holy fpirit. Qod was Eleai_'ec} to blefs them my_felf : {o that the ufe you n?allze zf your giftgs 15 on)lfy foz oﬂcl?-'-
in this extraordinary manner, to illuftrate his le_ln_C power; to § tation, and not for the edification of the church. 7 awill pray
put the feal of a iracle to the {everal parts of chriftian worfhip; B avith the fpirit, and I will pray awith the underfianding alfo : T
to convince the infidel world ; and to confirm the cl}qrch : asal- W auill fing with the fpirit, and I will fing «with the under/landing
fo te fpread the glorious gofpel with greater ex pedition through ¥ g/G. i. e. I will make fuch ufe of the ordinary and extraordi-
the world, than it could otherwife be done. ; nary affiftance of the holy {pirit, as fhall be moft beneficial to the
Had the Corinthians {pread themf{elves among _the nations a- § church of Chrift ; and moft fuitable to the gofpel difpenfation,
broad, and preached and explained .the mehccfes concerning f§ or to th_e g_lorious peculiarities of the religion of Fefus. This is
Chrift, to fhew their exalt accom plithment in him : had they the plain {enfe of the text, and is fo natural and eafy an interpre-
affifted the devotion of thete nations, by cqmpoﬁ_qg evangelical tation that I know not of one approved commentator but agrees
fongs to the Lord f¢/us, upon his i_ma-nano_n, life, death, re- § init. _SF‘-'; Pool’s annowations. [ will fing awith the fpirit, &c.
furrection, afcention, e the apoitle had }wihed_them‘ fuccels, § « I will either ufe the extraordinary influences of the {pirit of
and the pleafure of the Lord would have pmipcrcd in thclf hands, § « Goc! upon me, or with my own {pint, with the utmoft in-
But they were full of them{elves, and eager to fhew their extra- § « tention of my mind, and the greateft devotion and fervour of
ordinaiy powers, perverted their gits, and came 1nto thewr own § ¢ affe€tions. But I will {o pray that myfelf and others may un-
church, and inflead ofedilying one q!lotlwr, 1n thfir own tongue, g ¢ derftand what I fay. The fame thing may be faid of finging,
fpoke in a languagc the heurers did not _undcrita_nd : neither § # to let us know, that all our religious altions in public affem-
would thev wait for tiic permifhion or direttion of him that pre- § « blies, ought to be fo performed, that others may be benefited
fided in the aflembly : but feveral began {peaking, or finging in § ¢ by them, which they cannot be if they do not underftand
the fame minute, andiome becan while ?thers were fpeakgng- “ 1w_»'h.allt we fay, whether in preaching, praying, or finging.”®
In this diforderly manner they s ‘=d their gifts ; one had a }"/ﬂz’_’f’: So in the Syn-criticorum, he fays, ¢ The jpirit here dbenotes
or fong, asitfignifics 1 tic 0 eck, tohing; onc had a docfrine § *“ the very mind or affections of him that prays or iings.”” Dr.
to inculcate ; had a zoxg . 12 W hich he preached or prayed ; had § Doddridge, fays, upon the words, *“ I awill fing the praifes of
o yevelation of fome mvitery ; had av iuterpretation, which he § « God avith the fpirit, but I will fing with the underflanding alfo
probably began before /e had done {peaking trom whom he was “ and take great care to mingle no foolifh trifling action un-
to interpret: and thus five, or fix, 1i not more, Were _fpeaklng ‘““ worthy the t_:hgmty of a rational creature with my prayers, or
at the fame time ; and the aflembly was thrown into a kind of tu- § ** fongs of praife.”
multuous riot. = I fhall only fubjoin a remark from mr. Henry’s annotation on
St. Paul expofes their behaviour to ridicule, tells them, thatQ the words. ‘“ The apoltle, fays he, does not forbid their pray-
to fpeak in an unknown tongue 1n the church, was to fpﬁﬂk ing “ ing or ﬁngm_g under a divine afflatus, or when they are in-
the air, to make themielves Barbarians to the people; as thel ¢ fpired for this purpofe, or had fuch a {piritual gift communi-
learned Ovid faid of himfelf, when hani(hed into _l’ﬂntus, Bar-g cated to them : but he would have them perform both, fo as
barus hic ego fum, quia non intelligor ulli. Thgtmﬂead of me- :: to be ﬂndcrﬂood by others, and that others might join with
riting the reputation of learned, and wife, which they fondly then}. : ¢
defired, they behaved more like children, than men of under-§ Having explained the text, I fhall make the following re-

ftanding. _ marks, ) |

I thank my God, fayshe, Ifpeak with tongues more thanyou} 1. There is not the leaft appearance in the text of a defign to
all ; yetin the church, 1 had rather fpeak five words with myjconhne the ofpel_church to fing the pfalms of Dawid only.
underftanding ; 7. e. (o as to be underftood, tha.n ten thoufand] What need of all ‘lhlS parade of words if this was what he in-
words in an unknown tongue : for if 1 pray in an unknownf tended ? Would it be fuch a mighty exploit for St. Pau/ to take

tongue, my fpirt prayeth, but my underftanding 1s unfru;t':‘f}':l:r: B
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a pfalm of David and fing itin a chriftian church to putan end
to their diforder ? This was no more than any common clerk
¢ould do. The apoftle labours in his epiftles to the {everal
churches, with the warmeft zeal, to bring them off from the le-
gal, carnal, jewifh difpenfation, as he calls it; into the more

lorious fpiritual difpenfation of the gofpel : and can we think
Ee would have them covered again with a jewifh vail, which he
had laboured fo much to take off > That he who had fo much love
to Chrift, that had fo much of his fpirit, that under all the ad-
vantages of g'ofpcl-light, would /fng ‘tbf praijes of God _fw:rb the
Jpirit, and awith the underflanding aljo, could poflibly intend to
involve the gofpel church again n jewi/b darkne/s ; and compel
them to fing the dark fayings of the Fews, whichmnot oneinan
hundred could underfland : It would be to compel them to break
the command of God by Dgwid himfelf. Pfalm xlvii 7. Sing
ye praifes with underflanding. It 1s direétly contrary to what he
labours fo much to illufirate in the text and context, wis. _t}]at
God fhould be worfhiped with knowledge, and with the {pirit ;
whofe influences fhould be cherithed and improved for the good
of others.

I will venture to affirm, there is not a church on earth, con-
fined to fing the pfalms of David all through, even in the Scotch
verfion, as it is called, butmuit break the command of God by

« David himfelf, and alfo this of St. Paul, that requires us to _fing
awith the Jpirit, and wiih toe urderflanding alje.

2. That we are authorized from the text to compefe and fing
{piritual evangelical fongs to the redeemer in chriftian affemblies.
The Corinthians were furnithed with gifts and graces to compofe
and fing {uch fongs, {uitable to the ftate of the gofpel. _Gﬂd
from on high infpired them for the work, and approved it by
the fanction of a miracle: which he never wrought but whes
there was real neceffity ; much lefs would hefet his feal to what
was wrong. Infinite wifdom faw that fuch fongs were neceilary
for the goipel church ; and his grace aflifled in compofing, an
finging them ; and though they made a wrong ufe of this, ant
the other gifts of the fpint, for which the apoffie reproved them
yet the gift itfeif, and the right ofe of it, muit not be reje&ed
1t cannot be done without {inning againit the exprefs commanc
Col. iii. 16. That the werd of Chrill, i.c. the doftrines of the gofpe
or the neav-teflament, golpel difcoveries and doétrines, dwwe /n
yourichly, inplalms, andbymns, and/piritual forgs; which un

g

the influence of the fpirit ye may be enabled to compofe, the
#ew dijcoveries of gofpel grace required new fongs ; and fince the
apoftle and others made'ufe of thefe gifts, and have taught us by

their example to do fo too ; we are not only permitted, but re-
quired, to ufe gofpel {piritual fongs.

The dittates of reafon, and the fenfe and experience of mane-
kind confirm this. The power of finging was impianted in us

chiefly for this purpofe, thatour warmeft affe@ions fhould brealk
out into natural and divine melod

worfhiper might exprefs his own heart.

ing is to,prefent our own fenfe of divine things in fongs addreffed
to God, exprefling our own cafe : though we may lawfully fing
the hiftory of God’s dealings with others : bt in general, the
matter of our P/almody fhould, as far as poffible, be adapted to
the general ftate of the worfhipers. The reafon and experience
of intelligent worfhipers will tell you, Their devotion is never fo
mach raifed, as when they fpeak in their own perfons, amd ex-
prefs theirown fenfe of divine things. When the fong fpeaks
our own defires, hopes, faith, love, and zeal; our fouls take
wing, and mount to God in holy melody. When it fpeaks our
repentance, fears, and forrows, our vilenefs and ingratitude ;
we diffolve into gofpel mourning.  In praifing the moff bigh, we
defign to fpeak our own*hearts, and our own words to him : our
fongs are chiefly expreflions of our own cxperience, or of his
glories ; we tell him the fenfe we have of his greatnefs and good-
nefs ; and chiefly in inftances that have fome relation to us : we
breathe out our foulsto him, and make addreffes to him of praife

y ; and that the tongue of the
One great end of fing-

redeemin

and acknowledgments. And therefore fuch parts of fcripture as -

cannot in their proper fenfe be applied to our congregations, or
be made to fuit thefe ends of P/a/medy, fhould not be ufed, at
leat, not chiefly, for the pattern or matter of gofpel Plalmody. It
cannot be done wirb underfianding, agreeable to the genius of
the gofpel, or to the frame of our own {pirit, when moft fuitably
difpofed by the fpirit of God.
The fcriptures abound with gofpel bleflings, and wonders of
g love : the incarnation, life, death, refurreion, and
alcention of our bleffed Lord J¢/us. Many rich materials are

fcattered through the o/d and new teflament, moft interefting,
and fit materials for our praife to God.

portant difcoveries are fcattered through the bible ; which are the
httet watter for gofpel fongs ; and are divinely infpired as well

And fince thefe moft im-

B 2 as the
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e pfalms of David : there can be no reafon why they may
;?wzfl’rfrantab{y be made ufe of for this purpofe ; in eafy flowing
verfe, fuited to the gofpel ftate. I grant FNy

Many of the pfalms of Dawid have fcarce any thing in them

eculiar to bim/ilf, or tothe ftate of the Fewws in general : thefe
Ecing {nitable to the cafe of believers 1n every age, contain pro-
per materials for praife in all times and places. ;

But many of his pfalms are quite foreign to any other perfon
but himfelf ; and could never be defigned for the ftated worfhip
of the Fewws ; much lefs for a chriftian church. Others of them
are fo peculiar]y fitted to the ftate of the jftw.ﬁ {burrb, tha} they
are quite improper for that of the gojpe/ ; efpecially, without

reat alteration.
. I have as high efteem of the p/a/ms of Dawvid, perhaps, asthofe

who will fing nothing elfe: and I read them asa rich, facred
' treafure of divine inftruction, more than any book in the old tef-
tament : yet I think it no difhonor to the royal P/almiff, to affirm,
that much of the glory of the gofpel was hid from him, and that
be that is leaft in the kingdom of beaven, or the gofpel fburd:,' 18
greater than he ; knows more of the peculiarities of Chriit crucifi-
ed than he did.

If the brighteft genius on earth, or an Ange! ,ﬁ'om heaven,
fhould give us the moft exadl tranflation of Dawvid :.pfalpis ; We
fhould have a bright copy of the devotions of the jewwi/b ding ; but
it would never make the fitteft p/a/m-bock for chriftians at this
day. He never wrote a pfalm of fufficient glory and fweetnefs to
reprefent the peculiarities of the {eligloq of Jefus; pal;ucularly,
the bleflings exhibited in the holy inftitution of the Lord’s {upper.

Many have imbibed a fond opinion that nothing fhould be fung
in divine worfhip but Rou/e’s verfion of Dawid’s pfalms : this they
have borrowed from education, cuftom, or human authority ;
but if well examined, will appear to have a feeble foundation:
and implies a manifeft inconfiftency in thofe who fcruple to ad-
drefs God in profe, inany pre-compofed forms whatfoever, for
this reafon, ** that they cannot be fitted to all our prefent occa-
“ fions :” yet, in verle confine their addreffes to God in forms
fitted to the peculiar ftate of the Feaws in general, or to Dawvid
their 4izg in particular : and that in deep myflerious expreflions,
and cbjcure hebraifms, related in the perfon qu Feaw, a Soldier,
a King ; fo peculiar to that flate that a cbriffian church cannct
poflibly fing avith undecrflanding, unicls it confift in fingin %h ?:1;

Horious gofpel of Chrift, to force them to ing 1n

ime ajpointed,

W T

thing and meaning another ; or in finging what they da. noz un-
derftand - which is the cafe generally with thofe ti:at fing them
at this day.

I will be bold to maintain, becaufe {cripture and reafon fup-
port me in it, that God never intended to confine the gofpel
church, to fing the p/alms of Dawvid only ; and thatthe beft im-
proved church on earth, it confined to them all through, cannot
fing the praifes of Ged awith the fpirit, and with the underfianding
aijo, agreeably to the apoftolic dire¢tion.

I appeal to the common fenfe of mankind, whether the bulk
of a congregation underftand what they fing, in the foliowin
paflages, asa {pecimen of many more in the fame firain: 740" ye
bave iain among the pots, ye (bail be as the wings of a dove, co-
vered with filver. and ber feathers of yellow gold. When the Al-
mighty fcattered kings in it, it awas white as Jnew inSalmon. The
bilt of” God is as 1he bill of Bafban. Why leap ye, ye bills 2 &c.
Tbe fingers awent éry‘brf, 1be players on infiruments Jollowed after :
among them awere the damfels, playing awvith timbrels. Rebuke the
company of [pearmen, the multitude of bulls, awith thecalves of the

people, till every one jubmit himfelf, avith pieces of fiver. There
is little Bc’qjamm with their rufer, the princes q/ ' Ztéu/m, and the
princes of Napbtali. God bath fpoken in bis holinefs, I awill rejoice, I
will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth ; Gilead is
mine, Manafeth is mine, Moab is my wafb-pot, over Edom awill]
cafi out my flooe, &c. &c. Let any minifter that has tied down
s congregation to fing thefe and fuch like paflages, go and
-xamine his congregation ; and when they have {ung thefe fongs

or twenty, forty, or fifty years; let him be convinced, when
ie finas {carce two pefons in his whole charge, but will give dif-
erent interpretations of them, and one or both of them wrong :
ut the greateft part can give no tolerable meaning at all.

And is not this finging awithout the underftanding ?

Can any man believe, or imagine he believes, it is moft for
he edification of a chriflian affembly, that is now required to

orihip God in the fpirit, in the fentiments and language of the

the following
the pleajant barp,

w up the Irumpet in the new-moon, in the

_ onour jolemn feafl-day. Awake f/altery and barp,
myfelf awill awake early., Blefs the Lord, all ye Jervants of the
ordy whick by night fland in the bouje of the Lord, Praije bim

Wity

rans ;' Zake apfalm, bring bither the timbrel,
ith the plaltery : blo
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The pfalms of David were fuited exatly to the jeawif day

and this is one of their great. excellencies ;

reafon why they do not fuit us under the ;?P;'WQLOPI::

called to fing the fo '

ol ot ngs of the Laméb that «was jlain; the life
A y aicenuon, of him thar abolithed the legal difpent; ;
M}lt:hanb branéjfér life and immortality to light. i
3 Vineas ;CEH _{){teLn urg?d, ‘s t}!at we thould fing no':hing in di-
g n‘:}c'é_'_’_P I‘u}' dl_\“fn;ely mipired matter, and that we
A p?alms of Bﬁed} mr}-‘*lfﬂ}{ matﬁri;:ls for praife to God but the

_ id; therefore they on'y fhoul ‘

e Vg = 5 y {hould be fyno.”
ani;vcaffo_thl:: P.&unlfft', ‘groundle!b objeétien, I anfwer - In
" i.'un ll; Il:’ltelmed in the fuicteft fenfe, then nuth;n is to
- 2 u}t‘: the Hebrew and Greet criginals ; and weg muft
. out the Hebreaw mufic and language, and teach th

e chluf‘chcs before they can praife God ’ ¢m to
2- 1 ‘l‘ 1 :
engliﬂlf iﬁgcﬂn_ﬁ'ﬂn llht‘ h;.’é‘rf?.u plalter tranflated literally into
' pian In a larger fenfe may be called, divi % A
e : : ailed, divinely infpired
matter ; then our plalmody meft be fuch as we havg in : 2 .
"
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euvith timbrel and dance, praife bim avith fringed inflruments, and
and organs, <with eymbals, bigh Jouniing cymbals ; and tbe
found of a trumpet. Nothing mare feems neceflary to expofe
the abfurdity of confining the gojpe/ church to fuch materials
for praife to the redeemer, than the bare mention of thefe
paffages.

Can it poflibly be thought, at this day of gofpel light, that
the facred fcriptures furnifh no better matenials for the
praifes of Cod and the Lamb ; or that there is nothing more edi-
fying to a chriftian congregation, than o lead them blindfold,
over the river Joraan, thro’ the land of Gebal, Ammon, and Ama-
Jak ; into the frong city, and thence into Edom ; through the valley
of Bacha, and into Ferufalem ; there to wait on the court of
burnt-offerings; confined to the dradgery of binding facrifices
with cords to the horns of the altar; inftead of offering {piritual
facrifices to God, which is their reafonable fervice ?

We preach, pray, ndminifter facraments, and do all other

"r?l
i

chriftian duties in gofpel language and {entiments, fuitable. to
our day: werejoice that weare o much happier than the Jews,
enjoying the meridian luftre of gofpel light, to aiift us in thefe:

and can there be any imaginable realon why we fhou!d rejed

all the advantages of the gofpel when we fing the praifes of
God? fhall that part of divine worfhip, only, which fhould
raife us neareft to heaven, be condemned to the darknefs of ju-
daifm? God requires us to give him (e higheft praife for all
the glorious peculiarities of the religion of J¢/us; and muit we
be condemned to take no more notice of Chbrif?, that died for us
and rofe again, to prove that he bought us aith bis blood. than
Dawid or Mofes did ¢ with what face can we et our congrega-
tions now to offer facrifices, and blind their eyes with j.fq;uiﬁ
darknefs, and the fmoke of incenfe? How can our commoi hear-
ers, our fervants, or even ourfelves, ftand forth and fing, witt
propriety, or underftanding ; As foor as they bear of me, they fbal
obey me ? A bow of fleel is broken by mine arms— When I recerv
the congregation, 1 awill judge uprightly. How can we direét
clerk to lead the congregation todeclare to God 1n the moftfc
lemn manner, [ will praife thee upon the plaltery, 1 quill open n
dark Jayings upon the barp? or the other tram of jewifb mufic
when, perhaps, neither our hearers, nor ourfelves, have eve
feen fome of them, or were we skilled in the ufe of thefe inftr
ments of mufic, would judge, fome of them at lealt, unfit

be ufed in the worfhip of God under the gofpel. Th

ittempted this,
grgiith verfe,

churches: for thefe are the onl
B 4 | only perfons that fing ir
of Dawvid and faph. 'This mode of ﬁuginglﬁf)o:nrdll;:oﬁ:ﬁ;

exceed the capaci Dj ’
pacity of the cbjeiors themielves: it would cer

tain] ' '
y be too difficult for our congregations (o learn and prac

tife : and were it ftrictly enioi
y enjoined, 1d .
to obey. the command of God, to ﬁ:;uhis f;?ﬂg them Blﬁfapable
in "

3. If they intend that we fhould Roufe’s
ali:'i t-hcits"mré' verfion, the Ne ‘W'Eﬂgfaxgd, orj .S‘re;;l:li?zl:? I;a!'
lifcover Is quite foreign to the purpofe, and is a much rea?-
the ﬁng?irn :‘:?ﬁ:qq/:d’;h a; ?U,:fdm; and makes no mngre fz

a . p : .

n}If other divine materials f/rogjlrac::&u}cf'?;:tﬁg . .
% tt;s{agref'.;d that our pfalmody muft be put into verfe, in o
ertain zi:n:be gt)ffpel church; the lines muft be conﬁn:sd tor;
[ hfr of fyllables; the ftanzas tp 4 certain number

Sy 10 lit them for churchmufic., The greateft poets that w:f.

el

dding to

2 much
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eater change, if turned into rhyme. One of the
agrn;:::‘ﬁ Iﬁz{lers of thisg kind, fays, ¢ that thofe who have labour-
c¢ ed with the utmoft toil to keep clofe to the Hebreaw, have
« found it impoflible; and when they have attained 1;1110&,
¢ have made but very poor mufic for a chriftian church.” He
adds. with great reafon, that the verfions mentioned above,
cannot be called divinely infpired matter. At beft, they are
but the fenfe of the original, as near as the authors could give
it, which is far from a literal tranflation : in dull, Jow verle,
that have little as fuch, to recommend them to a perfon of tafle,
unlefs it be that they are the moft unlike what they thould be,
or what they pretend to be. It 1s therefore at beit, very far
from the purpofe, to imagine the above :vcrﬁons are divinely
infpized matter; fince there is no englifh verfion in rhyme

extent nor pofl

pation. _ e .
Since there are other Compofiticns of chriitian pfalmody, as

the fenfe of fcripture as any of the above ; much more
in:";:];ll]ligible, fuller ofpgofpel light; and therefore more (u:tal;)_le
" to the gofpel; and that in eafy flowing, elegunt verfe, fit for
the moft refined tafte, and condefcending to the meaneft capa-
city ; there can be no reafon why we fhould deny ourfelves the
ufe of thefe evangelical fongs. We fhould certainly give the
preference to the moft evangelical fongs of praife to the redeem-
er, as well asto the moft evangelical sermons, and prayers.

The truth is, when we preach or pray agreeable to fcripture,
and our materials are taken fmm‘that {iu:rcd fountain, fud
preaching and praying are with juftice call’d the word of Goq,
or of Chrift : and plaims, and hymns, or {_Pll‘ltl.lﬂl fongﬁs, fro
the fame fource, are equally the word of God. In this fenfe

ibly can be, that itrictly deferves that denomi-

and in this only, can the matter of our pfalmody bg called tht

word of God. ~ In this fenfe we are authorized to collet th
materials of our pfalmody, as wellas fermons, and prayers, fm
all parts of facred fcripture : improving the darker parts of re
velation, by the glorious light of the goipt 1, which Ils as
vinely infpired as the pfalms of Dawvid. We may ;:01 et m
ter for fongs of praife out of many of Dawvid's p/aims, 4';1; th:
book is on many accounts the moft excellent part of theo ti ;
ment ; and is all praﬁtable to thf: church, in one way Pr—-?; <
but as it was compofed for a jewi/ pfalm-bock O”g";‘ f‘if
cannot, as fuch, be the moft proper for the go/pel church.

brings me, 1L

Ly

II. To fthew how we may beft comply with the duty recoms
mended in the Text, viz. 2o fing with the Jpirit, and awith the
underfianding alfo. Here I would have it carefully confidered,
without prejudice, that if we would fing the p/alms of Dawvid
in the gofpel church, they muft,

1. Be tranflated in fuch a manner as we have reafon to be-
lieve Dawid would tranflate them, were he now among us. It
is manifeft, that neither God bim/elf, nor the royal pfulm:fi, ever
intended them as the precife invariable matter of our {'onfs of
praife, but as a pattern for us to imitate in our compoiures,
It is the excellency of Dawid’s p/alms, That the matter, the ftile,
the ornaments, are exaétly fuited to his defign: hence, every
thing is painted in the motft lively manner, and deeply affeted
the heart of the jewi/b awerjbiper. His language 1s adapted ta
the jewifb flate and awor/bip. He mentions his own particular
occafions of joy and forrow ; the places of his banifhment, his
troubles, falvations, vi€tories ; the perfons or nations that were
enemies to himfelf, or to the church. He leads chem to praife
God upon the harp, with the found of a trumpet, with the
plaltery, and harp, with timbrel in the dance, with firinged in~
ftruments and organs, and high founding cymbals; thas the
fweet finger of Ijrael, lead the jeawifh church to worihiP and
praife God. It was peculiar to them to worfhip God wath all
this variety of mufical inftruments, with legal pomp and cere-
mony, and nothing could be more fit, than that they fhould
follow Dawid in thefe direétions. It exaltly fuited their fate
and circumitances, to lead them to the court of burnt-offer:
and to bind the faciiices with cords to the horns of the altar, &
But can any man imagine, that if Dawid fhould arife from
the dead, or leave his feat in glory, to join the fongs of the
gofpel church on earth, to God and the Lamb, he wounld do it

in the language of his own pialms? if he would fuffer them to
be fung at all; would he not make confiderable alterations im
them, fuitabie to the ftile, the fentiments, the genius of the
gofpel church ? Would he not introduce the Lord Fefus, as
crucified for us, and fing his dying lowe upon a crofs, Infiead of
ewifb Jacrifices ? Would he not mention the Lamb that was flain
rom the foundation of the aworld, and fing the glories and tri-
umphs of the redeemer over the powers of earth and hell ? No
doubt, he would foar above all the types and darknefs of his

own day, and triumph in the glories of gofpel light, All
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All the fongs in facred fcripture are a confirmation of this ;
for they are clearer and brighter, as their feveral authors were
favoured with increafing light ; as you may fee if yeun confider
the fong of Mcjes. Exod. xv. the fongs of Dawid, and Solomon,
of the virgin Mary, of Zacharias, Simeon, the dngels, the dox-
ologies of §¢. Paul, and the fongs of the chriftian church, re-
corded in the revelation. Every beam of light that fhone upon
the church, gave frefh occafion of joy ; they all fung in the de-
grees of advancing light that adorned the church, and improved
each beam of glory in their fongs.

Dawid and all that fucceeded him, praifed God with all the

light they had, and improved every beam of giory that gradu.
" ally fhone upon the church, from its infancy to its more mature,
and perfet flate under the gofpel. Holy men of old, longed
to fee the glories of the gofpel, Dawid, as well as others; and
had he feen them, would certainly have introduced them into
his fongs of praife to the redeemer, who wathed him from his
fins in his own blood. This will appear in a clearer light if you
confider,

2. The examples ave bave in [cripture, in tranflating the plalms
of Dawvid, the difciples and primitive chriftians had many occa-
fions for praife; and yet I don’t recolle&t more than two pieces
of fongs which they borrowed from the p/a/ms of Dawvid; and
they fung thefe with additions and improvements fuitable to
the gofpel. The firft is in Luke xix. 17, 38. and taken from
Pialm cxviii. 26. the words are, Bleffed be be that cometh in the
mame of the Lord. The occafion of the fong was, our Lord’s
triumphant entrance into Feru/alem. On this extraordinary oc-
“cafion, the whele multitude of the difciples began to rejoice and
to praife God, with a loud voice, for all the mighty works
which they had feen : and as the words of David were not fuff-
cient to expreis the joyful fentiments of their hearts; they
added thofe enlargements and improvements that were fuitable
to their own cafe; and funi, blefjed be the king, the king Fefi
that cometh in the name of the Lord : and after this pataphrafe,
they enlarged the fong, in thefe words, peace in heaven, ard
glory in the bigheft.

Doé&or Watts has a moft agreeable imitation of the difciples
in thefe words,

Hofanna to the king,

Of David’s royal blood ;
' Blefs

’
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Bleis him, ye faints ; he comes to bring
Salvation from your God. Pfal. exviii. The

2. Paffage is in A&ls iv. 23, 24. taken from Pfalm ii. 2, 3.
The words are, Why did the beathen rage, and the people ima-
gine a vain thing ? the kings of the earth fet themfelves, and the
rulers take counfel together againft the Lord, and againff bis a-
sointed. Here you find Peter and John with the reft of the dif
ciples, praifing God for gofpel bleflings. They took part of a
pfalm of Dawvid into the fong ; but alter the words of David;.
they explain, and make additions, in the beginning and end of
the fong ; and accommodate the pfalmiit to the gofpel day : as
you may fee by reading the fong. The whole company of the
difciples lift up their voice to God, with one accord, iu- the
following words, ¥ Lord thou art God, awbich baft made beaven
and earth, and the fea, and all that in them is ; <ho by the mouth
of thy fervant David bafl Jaid, avby did the beathen rage; and
the people imagine wain things ? The kings of the earth jlood up,
and the rulers «were gatbhered together, for to do awhatfoever thy
band and thy counfel determined before te be done. Here you fee
the difciples enlarge the fong of Dawid at the beginning of
theirs, in their own words; and alter and explain the words of
Dawid {uitable to their own cafe, in thefe words, The Genriles,
and Ifrael, Herod and Pontius Pilate, and tbe boly Child fefus.

Thefe alterations made the fong fuitable to the gofpel day.in
general, and to their prefent circumftances in particular; to-
gether with the pious breathings that followed to the eand of
the fong. And mow Lord, bebold their threatnings, and gramt
anto thy fervants, that aith all boidnefs they may fpeak thy aword,

that figns and wonders may be done by 1he name of thy lwly Child “:

Dotor Watts has a beautiful imitation of this evangelical
turn, given by the difciples to Dawvid in his fecond Plalm.

Thus are we taught how to improve and ufe the p/alms of

David in order to fing awith the jpirit, and with the underfiand-
Cz ing

* If it fhould be objeled, “ the difciples did not fing, but pray”, I
anfwer, If I fhould grant it, the argument is equally firong ; fince it s
certainly as warrantable to alter, enlarge, and accommodate the plalms to
the gofpel, in praifes as in prayers; and no reafon can be fhewn to the
contrary. RBut as they took a pfa/m, and raifed their united voices to God,
which beft agrees to praife, it 1s the moft eafy and natural fo allow that

they fung praifes to God on that occafion.
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o: we are to incorporate the gofpel with them, give
:;%l:’{n evangelical turn, I::ld as far as poffible, give the fenfe
of them in gofpel language and fentiments. This Doflor Watts
has aimed at in his excellent imitation of the p/a/ms; and
this has given it fo much credit in the world, among the beft
judges. It is an undoubted truth, which will fhine with greater
luftre in the world, that the go/pel church is not confined to the
p/alms of David in their fongs of praife; and that the /fex/e of
Jeripture, the old, but efpecially, the mew teflament, wherever
we find the moft agreeable matter for our ftate and circum-
ftances, turned into cafy verfe, is the molt fuitgble to the gofpel

ay. :
fl : That we fhould introduce all the light that can be derived
from the gofpel into our plalmedy, if we would fing avith the
Jpirit, and with the underfianding alfo, will, 1 think, appear
manifeft to every unprejudiced mind that will duly confider the
fdllowing things, and give them their pr0per_we1ght. .
The p/a/ms of David muft have an evangelical turn, in order
to render them fit for the gofpel church; the extraordinary
ifts of the fpirit beftowed on the primitive chriftians, to ena.
Ele them to compofe, and fing, evangelical fongs ; the nature
of the new teftament difpenfation ; our numerous occafions of
praife under the gofpel ; the great advantage believers have
found .y gofpel fongs ; and the fan&ion of human teftimony,
|\ 1. From what has been already faid it muft, 1 think, appear,
. that the g/a/ms of Dawid fhould be ftripped of every thing pe-
. culiar to the Fexes, and accommodated to the gofpel church.
Tbelangua e of judai/m, muft be changed into that of the
sﬁfpel; and the compofure and form of them muft be greatly
| tered. The fenfe may then be called the word of G_od, !Jemg
" founded upon it, agreeable to it, or borrowed from it ; in the
fame fenle.that our fermons and prayers are the word of God.
We may, we ought, to take the divine fenfe and materials
from any part of fcripture that is moft fuitable to promote the
great ends of pfalmody ; efpecially as there are not any pfalms
- penned that anfwer all our prefent circumftances, which are
“fo very different from the jewi/’ church. To confine the gofpel
church to the pfalms of David ftrictly, is certainly one of the
greateft ablurdities that can be imagined ; and fo injurious 1a
it, that"nothing fhort of the moft unaccountable prejudices,

- could influence men of reafon and religion to fubmit to it. -
2.

. )

2. The extraordinary gifts of the {pirit beftewed on the pri-
mitive chriftians, to compofe and fing evangelical fongs, from
gofpel materials, put this beyond any rational ground of difpute.

God never beflowed a precious gift in vain; he never
wrought 2 miracle but when there was great and manifeft ne-
cefity ; and it was undoubtedly fo in this cafe. It was necef-
fary the new teflament church fhould be furnifhed with new
fongs to celebrate the praifes of God and the Lamb, for his ew
difcovered glories. 'The old teftament had nothing clear and full
enough to celebrate the wonders of gofpel grace. The new
converts had not time to acquire and improve the divine art
with expedition fuitable to the neceffity of the church ; and the
divine power interpofed to afiift them to compofe znd fing di-
vine fongs to the Lord Jejus, for his grace that lay hid berore ;
and God owned and confirmed this part of divine worlhip, as
well as others, with the feal of 2 miiacle.

Seeing thefe fongs are the off /pring of God; have the fantion
of a miracle to give them credir; and the bibl> contains a rich
vaniety of excellent materials for fuch facred antbems for the ufe
of the church; it is plain they are the moft acceptable to God,
:; well as to his pecple who have been bleft with the ufe of

em.

On this head, that excellent man Do&or Doddridge, has a
remark full to my purpofe; his words are, “ It would be verv
“ abfurd to fuppofe that when there was fuch a gift, in the
‘ church, as we are fure there was. 1 Cor. xiv. 1. 15. Cal.
“ 1i1. 16. they fhould be confined to the words of Dawid in
“ all their devotions. It would certainly be as reafonable for
‘ us in thofe later ages, to explode all kinds of prayer in pub-
¢ lic, but liturgies colleéted from the awerds of fcripture, as
* all facred fongs in divine worfhip but literz! tranflations from

the book of p/alms ; as numberlefs paffages of the o/ and meaw

teftament, are equally capable of furnifhing us with facred

anthems’.

3. The feveral ends and defigns of chriftians in finging the
raifes of God, throw farther light upon this fubje&. Neither
e p/alms of Dawid, nor any other fongs in fcripture, already
ompoled, are fufficient to exprefs all the language of a pious
eart in fongs of divine melody. The moft marvelous tfifco-
eries of divine wifdom, and power, of vengeance and mercy ;
¢ incarnation, life, death, reiurretion and afcenfion of Chriit -

arc




[ 22 ]
s difcoveries of the gofpel.
clearly and fully know thefe ; fo he did not, he co:ld tliot‘_ccn:z
refs in a2 manner fublime and rapturous enoug As e I
Eﬂ\it‘.h . warm-hearted, devout bcllcvgr has of the VOI;ICC En c;i
ries fhining in the face of Fefus Chrift. Thedp;ﬁono v
s 2 favourite fubjeft of the faints in glory, an amr:s{tnw o
M»fes and Elias talked of 1t when they paid :;‘ _vlhl Mok
world : and we fhould make 1t the mattc!:-of our highe hprau:i
Our I_‘.ord inftituted a fignificant memorial of .h.ls deatd , an
when he had done, he funga hymn, as Mr. Willifon anb ﬁany
other divines think, relaung to 1t, wh_lch is highly prE able :;_
leaft : and is it not robbing God of his glory, to fpea nov:; ;
Vis death, or dying love, only In the language of _/.dfﬂ:f;(:f!, rl;
Lurri-: Trings ‘The doftrine of the Trinity ; Chriit imitten y
he fword of juftice and hung on a crofs for a rebel finner;
;I:; .ﬁ."ﬁﬁ opening ; the dead raifed to life ; t!}e fm:nd of dthe
loir trumpet ; and faints {fpringing to life, meeting the Lor_ ;1‘
;h:_- ;;‘:*, are glorious difcoveries of the gofpel, or have recel;
~dditional luitre from it, which has brought life and lmmff)r!;a Lt]y
¢o light: and can the gofpel church make melody to God fuitable

oJements » or in the dull
1s of Chrift thould dwell
mns, and Jpiritual fongs,
Hence it 15

are the gloriou And as David did not

to thefc themes, with aeak and beggarly

lanouage of profe ? No,l’ur_ely; the wor
2 u% rr';gH]. :'E all awifdom ; in pfalms and by

' hefe difcoveries and events.
fmzb!;}:ztt(;od has exprefsly commanded us to fing gofpel

~ Col. iii. 16, 1=. Let the aword r:ber:/f awell in you
f-?:l;g!_;. in all awifdom; teaching and admonifbing cne aaorb'er,ou
plalms, and bymns, and fpiritual fongs, finging wwith grace in ja_rf
bearts to the Lord. By the aword of Chriff, in this pla;:, ;:lz :
not to underftand, the o/d reffament, thouch 1t may . S .
fome fenfe to be the word of Chnft, but the meaw. It ouOd ,
catends, *¢ Doétrina evangelica, Chrifti dictata, &‘qlll s
¢« Chriito revelata, ac preedicata eft, & quod de Chr ;?C?‘q'
¢ tar.” * i e *¢ Evangelical doétrines, the diftates Of h.n
¢« and which he revealed and taught, and that 1pea;: 0 1:1. T
orin the words of Do&lor Doddridge, § ** Let 1 e”qur ¢
« Cbrift, the gofpel which ye have received, a'f:z{ in '
« richly,in all wifdom ; lay 1t up 1n your hearts, meditate uf

, | , wirralin
« it continually, and endeavour wilely to improve it o

* Syn-Criticorum, § Family Exp.

afar off, through the obicure medium of ty

gento God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jefus C
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“ beft purpofe. And in this view, be often #eacZing one ano-
“ ther the doGrines of chriftianity, and admanifbizg one ano
¢ ther concerning the duties ofy it; and let thefe feafons
“ whether of public worfhip, or private conference, be in a
proper manner diverfified with the ufe of Dawid's p/alms,
and other evangelical bymns and Jpiritual fongs, which under
“ the influences of the fpirit ye may be enabled to compofe.”
It is a pertinent obfervation of Mr. Willifon’s on this paffage,
viz. ** That had St. Paul intended to confine chriftians to the
“ ufe of Dawvid’s p/alms in praife ; he had fpoke of no more
“ but the p/alms, which is the ufual title Dawvid’s p/alms get
“ in the new teftament, as in Luke xx. 42. and xxiv. 44. Alls
“ 1. 21. Bat befides the p/alis, he enjoins the finging of Lymns
“ and Jpiritual fongs.” And to interpret this paffage, 4nd Eph.
V. 19. 20. with a confinement to Dawid’s p/alms, would be to
make the Apojtle guilty of a grofs tautology, mot to be found
in any of his writings. Now if thefe evangelical dodrines
muft dvvell in us richly, is it not natural to fuppofe, they fhould
be the principal matter of our fongs of praile to God ? Can
any thing be plainer and fuller to my purpofe than this in-.
junction to fing gofpel fongs > To deny the church this privi-
lege, would be to hood-wink, and remand it to jewifl dark-
ne/s; to deny it the light of the gofpel in this part of worfhip;
to compel it to (ing without the grace of the gofpel in

hearts of its members ; to put darknefs for light. The pro-
phets, and holy men of old, fearched diligently ; they longed
and earneilly defired to fee the things which we mew fee, and
did not fee them. 1 Pet.i 10. And had dark apprehenfions

{4
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| _ pes and fhadows,
of things now unvailed, and fully accomplifhed : and are we

not here bound by an exprefs command to give thanks for thefe
things, in the glorious light and language of the gofpel ? .
In Eph. v. 19, 20. we are commanded to praife God with
fhc {ame variety, in pfalms, and bymns, and Jpiritual fongs, mak-
ng melody in your beart to the Lord, i. e. to the Lord Fefus, the
edeemer and mediator, giving thanks always for all things,

_ hrift.
l.hat precious name, u{hjch i1s the delight of faints and angels on
'igh, mauit be the object of our praiies. They cannot be ac-
ptable to God but through bim:. His name muft dwell upon

ur tongues; our fongs muft fpeak of Aim. On this impors
tang
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tant mame there is infinite firefs laid in fcripture, to convince us
how much we are indebt to it. There is no other name under bea-
wen given among men, by wbhico we can be faved. How has Chrift
enjoined his diiciples in his laft {fermon to have peculiar regard
toit, as the only way of accefs to the father? Whatfeever ye
fpall afi 18 my NAME, [ awill do it. If you afk any thing 1N my
NAME, [ ewill doit. Whatjoewer ye fball afk the fatver IN MY
NAME, be avill giwe it you. How full are thefe words? Whatfs.
ever ye do, in «word, or deed, de all 1IN THE NAME OF THE
Lorp [esus, giwing thanks to God and the Father BY HIM.
And mult not our fongs {peak of him ; muft they not enlarge
aud dwell upon His Name ;! What can be plainer? Muft we
preach in the name of the Lord Jéfus ; muft Chrift be the fub-
ftance, the life of our fersens ; mult we offer up our prayers
in his name ; yea, do all, awbatfoever awe do in bis name ; and
yet be doomed to filence, and forbid to make mention of him
in our fongs of praife, contrary to his plain, pofitive command,
when we owe him the higheft praife 7 Would it not be an in.
tolerable hardfhip to forbid us to mention that a//-important
mame In rapturous praifes to the moff bigh ?# When it was death
to call upon the name of the Lord ‘fefus, the primitive chriftians
would rife before day, to fing a hymn of praife to Chriff 2
God, which hymn declared him to be God : and muft we be
enflaved, and doomed at this day of light, of liberty, of go/
pel liberty, to take no mere notice of our redeemer in holy fong
than Mofes or Dawvid did ¢ Does it not evidence a want of d
veneration for the facred {criptures, or a want of underftanding
in them, to reject fuch plain, exprefs, poflfitive commands of
God ¢ If we would fing avith the Jpirit, thould we ro: follow
the dictates of the fpiric? |

5. The new and fpiritual difpenfation of the gofpel require
gofpel fongs, in order to fing with the fpirity and with the us
derflanding alfo. You may obferve, that where we are com
manded in the neaw refament to fing divine fongs. The wo
Jpiritual 1s ufed to denote fomething peculiarly fuitable to tk
gofpel flate. -St. Paul ufes it in all his epiftles, as a diftinguifl
ing word between the go/ze/ and the jewi/h ftate. The Feu
had carnal ordmances and commandments, and their ftate
called fefb. Bat the gofpel is a_fpiritual ftate, a fpiritual houle
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tual Jongs, in the words of Chrift, or the language of the mew
tefiament.  Jefus has revealed many glorious things, worthy of
praile; he has commanded, that his word davell in us richbly 3
that it abide in us, &c. And muft it be engraven on our hearts 3
fill our fermons our prayers, our meditations ; and not ourfongs
of praife ? He has promifed the boly jpirit of truth, to lead us into
all truth, and [beaw usthings to come : and has the fpirit-of God
revealed many glorious peculiarities of the religion of jejus;
and fhed the meridian glory of the gofpzl on theie later
days ; from which all the other parts of divine worfhip recieve
infinite improvement; and muft our p/z/zedy recieve none at
all > In what part of the facred volume has God fixed the pe-
culiar mark of his difpleafure on this part of worfhip ? muit the
peculiar tender mercies of God in Chrift, lie buried in unthank-
fulnefs ? muft we rejeét all the benefit of gofpel light, in this
one only branch of chriftian worfhip ; without reafon, without
a command from God ; nay, contrary to both? No, fince we
are bleft with thefe fpiritual privileges in Chrif# Fefus, let us
not be (l:overcd with a jewilb wail, nor force ourifelves or others,
to fing In IGNORANCE, the dark Jayings of David upon the barp.
Let us rejoice in the light, and praife its heavenly author, in
the molit agreeable fpiritual fongs. Let us follow the favourite
§t. Jobn, and fing unto bim that loved us, and wafbed us frome
var fins in bis own blood, and hath made us kings and priefis unto
God, and bis father ; to him be glory and dominion, for ever, and
ever. Amen. So fhall we imbibe the genius, the fpirit, the fen-

timents, and flile of the gofpel ; cherifh the influences of the ho-

ly fpirit upon our own hearts ; and our devotion fhall kindle
and afcend to glory.

6. Chnftians have numberlefs occafions to praife God in the
courfe of life. We experience a rich variety in the providence
and grace of God, which merits our grateful afcriptions of
praife : and as we fhould praife God for all his mercies in {fongs
of poetry as well asin profe, our P/almody thould be adapted to

thefe occafions. It muft be owned, thereis not a fet of p/a/ms in

the bible to anfwer all thefe occafions of praife ; though there are
materials from which they may be taken. Can it be thought that
God would have us confined to any fet form of his own compof-
Ing, in #bis, more than in our preaching, or prayers ? It is

thought by many, a good reafon, why we fhould reje&t the

impofition of a prayer- book, tB&t no number of compofed pray-
ers

endowed with fpiritual bleflings. We are required to worfh:
God in the firiz, to offer up fpiriteal facrifices, and fing /pir

{ué
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ors can bé found to exprefs every fature want or difficulty of 4
thriftian, or be exaétly fuitable to every occafion in life. The
feafon iseqaally Rrong in this cafe ; as there is no collettion of
divine fongs in the bidle, much lels in Dawid’s p/alms, that can
sinfwer 21l our occafions of praife, we fhould therefore reject the
impofition of that imperfe& p/a/m-book of Dawvid, fitted chiefly
for 7ewws. It cannot reafonably be thought that God ever in-
tended the fongs of Dawid for a univerfal pfa/m-book ; as they
tould not extend to all the cafes of Yeevs and Chriflians, in a fin-
¢le or focial capacity. Let any unprejudiced mind confider the
32 p/alm, for inRance, in Roufe’s werfion, and Dr. Warts's imi-
station, {uited to the gofpel church, at the fettlement of a mini-
fer ; and let him judge which #s beft fuited to the temper of a
chriftran congregation on fuch an oceafion ; and he will, I doubt
hot, -eafily fee reafon to give a great preference to the latter.
In the one, the people may eafily exprefs the fentiments of their
hearts, with underftanding : which, I doubt, was hardly ever

done in the other, by any congregation of chriftians.
The deftruétion of Pharaok and his hoft, the viory of Barat
and Sifera, the troubles and fuccefles of Dawid, with all ther

g.nicn]ar circomftances, are celebrated in the fongs of Mo/es,
eborah and Dawvid. All the mournful fongs that were compof-
d before, were not fit to reprefent the condition of the caption
Jews, by the rivers of Babylon, till that admirable poem, the
137 Pfalm, was compofed, to paint the language of their hearts
I a diwime fong. There was not a g/abn in all the vid reffament
rrtincnt enough to exprefs the new difcoveries of gofpel grace,
n

a holy fong, that were'made to Mary, Zacharias, Simeon, the
Angels, the Apofiles, and primitive Chriftians : therefore God
Put new fongs mito their mouths, toanfwer the feveral occafions
which they had to praife him for his mercy. Their prayers, and
Yermons, were new ; fuitible to their new difcoveries ; and fo
were their fongs of praife new. Had they not ufed this liberty,
‘they ‘could not preach, orpray, or fingwiththe fpirit, and awith
the underflanding alfo : but their fpirits, and fongs, &c. unitet
in the fweet melody and joy. |

~ To preach, and pray in generals, and wander remote from
‘thee cafe of thofe thathear us, is well known to be dull, unaffelt:
ing and unprofitable ; it does not reach the heart, or confcience
no ; ifwe would do this, we muft come clofe to their cafes, ant

fo touch the heart. The fame muft be done in Plalmody, if we

woul
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would have it the moft ufeful to mankind. Andcan it be ima
gined God would puta frefh fong into the mouths of his people
under the ¢/d tafiament fuitable to their particalar cafe ; and in
the beginning of the mesv t¢flament to fuit theirs; and yet deny
us the advantage of compofing and finging new fongs fram gof-

1 {ybjeéts, fuitable to our occafions of praife, in this more en-

arged ftate of the gofpel ? The fuppofition would fink this difs
{ation of liberty, of the fpirit, of joy, and glory, below the
ndage ]:{ Judaifm. -

7. t advantages, of joy, comfort, and edification,
which the pé‘;;c of Gotdagha:vo i"o:mm)ir in the ufe of gofpel fon
fuited to their cafes, in various parts, and various ages of
chriftian church, add confiderable force to what has been faid.
They that have not tafted, will not perhaps, feel the force of
this argument : but if you regard the tefimony of thoufands,
many of them eminent in the chrifiian churct, the argument will
nfeand ftrengthen apace. I fhall only add,

8. The fanétion of human teftimony. ThisI havein too great
abundance for my narrow limits. 1 fhall only give a fpecimen
from the early and later Days of the gofpel, from undifputable
authority. Pliny, about 71 years after the death of Chrift, in-
formed the emperor, ¢ That the Chriftians met before day, it
“ wasa time of perfecution, to fing together 2 hymn to Chrift
“ 28 God.” Tertullian, in the beginning of the third century,
relates, ‘¢ That after the Chriftians eaten and drank the
“ Lord’s fupper by night,” which they were forced to do, for
fear of their enemies, * every one was ufed to fing unto God
“ publicly, either out of the holy feriptures, or according te
‘“ their own genius and ability.” Qrigen, in the middle of the
third century, tell us of the chriftian church, ¢ finging hymns
“ of praife to the father, in or by Chrift, in good rhyme, tune,
“ metre, and harmony.” Dionifius fays, *“ I heartily love Ne-
““ pos,” one of the fathers, *¢ for his faith, his ftudy of know-
“ ledge, and the holy
“ and bymns compofed by bim, which are ufed to this day.”
Spanbeim relates of the fourth century, “* That befides Jymas,
“ and fomgs, and private pfalms, of which there was a great
“ number in their folemn affemblies ; the p/a/m-book of David
““ was broaght into the weftern church, in this age.” The he-
refy of Artemon, who denied the divinity of Chrift, was confu-
ted, notonly by the fcriptures, and writings of the precedent

D2 | fathers,

{criptures ; as well as for various p/alms . |



[ 28 ]

fathers, butalfo by the p/a/ms, and bymxs of the brethren, which
were formerly compofed by them, wherein they fung praife to
the aword of God, declaring Chnift to be God. Sometimes we
find in the primitive fathers, that they made ufe of the p/aims of
Dawid, though very little, but chiefly, other {fcngs compofed
out of the fcipture, adapted to the peculiar flate of the gojpe/
church.

This is a brief view of the conduét of the earlieft chriftian
church, in general ; who it muft be allowed, ventured their
lives, and their all, to follow the example of Chrift, and his A-
poftles ; and no doubt, in this, as well as 1n other branches of
chriftianity.

Their P/almody was undoubtedly, moftly p/a/ms and bymns,
which they compofed themfelves, from golpel fubjefts, fuited
to the ftate of the gofpel church. They continued in the ufe of
them till Pau/us Samojatenus, a heretical bithop of dntioch rofe up,
and abolithed thefe p/a/ms, that were wont to be fung to the ho-
nor of the Lord §efus Chriff ; and appointed women to fing his
own praife, on £ajler days in the church : for which he was ac-
cu{'ecr and condemned by the council of Antioch. Anditis worth
notice, that this was an @cumenical council, the quly one that

was of that fort for the firft 3co years after Chnft, thatl can

find, confilting of bifbops, prefbyters, and deputies, of as many

churches as were pleafed to come from all parts of the world.
Gofpel /ings were afterwards ufed in the church jn fucceeding

@ges, and continued to our day. The churches of Germanyan
Eajtland, without pretending to extraordinary gifts, make ule
of divine hymns compofed on gofpel fubjeéts. The church of
England approves of fuch ; as appears by the fongs they have
added to the end of their old p/a/ms ; and by the uie which 1s
made of Deétor Watts s Pjalmudy, in fome particular churches,
at this day.

They are vfed in moft, if not all the diffenting churches in
England ; efpecially thofe that are the moft eminent for piety and
learning ; and in many of the churches in America. It mult

ive confiderable force to this argument, that the general afiem-
ly-of the church of Scotland, are warm advocates for evange-
lical fongs in chriftian worfhip ; as their own words inform you.
They fay, *“ It * has been often and carneftly defired, by pious
¢ and devout perfons, to have ous Pialmody enlarged, by join.
L 1 lﬂg

* Preface to the hvmns,
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“ ing with the pfalms of David, fome other fpiritual fongs out
“ of the zeww teitament, as well asthe o/4.” ¢¢ That the church
“ of Scotland had this defign in view notlong after the revolu-
“ tion, and it has been at different times under their deliberati-
“ on, as appears by feveral alts and recommendations of gene-
“ ral affemblies.’”” At laft, in the year 1742, acommittee v.as
appointed to prepare thefe fongs. In 1743, more were added
to the number, and the appointment renewed. In 140, we
have publifhed, by order of the general aflembly, a third eddi-
tion of facred, evangelical fongs. They inform us, they *¢ chief-
¢ ly aimed at hawng the fenfe of fcripture exprefled mn ealy
¢ verfe ; fuch as might be fitted to raife devot'on, might be in-

telligible to all, and might rife above contempt from perfons
¢ of better tafte.” And, ¢ That the matenals for ihis pious
¢ defign, are partly collecled trom the pious and ingenious Dr.
“ Wartts, and fome other writers, and by fome minifiers of their
¢ own church.”

The Synod ¢f Neaw-1ork have alfo recommended the ufe of
Doétor V- atts’s pfalmody, in a cafe debated before them, where
the minifter and a great mzjority of the people earneftly de-
fired them.

I am informed, that the Sywod of Ulfler in Ireland have alfo
introduced them into their churches of late, by a fvnodical aét.

If pious and devout pesfons have often and earneftly defired
fuch evangelical fongs to be ufed in the church ; if the vener-
able affembly in Scotland have given the fan¢tion of their ap-
probation, after many years deliberation, of gofpel pfalmody
in general, and of DoiZor Watis's in particular ; 1t the chriftian
church have ufed fuch inearly and later ages ; and they have
obtained fuch general approbation : 1 hope we fhall not be
flared at, as afling without precedent ; nor charged with in-

novations, by any that regard the credit of their own reading
or underftanding.

I now proceed to anfwer objetions,

ITL. 1/4. Itis objeéted, that the direftions and examples of
{cripture confine us to ling the infpired fongs of Dawvid. Deat.
xxxi. 16. and ix. 27. Pfal. Ixxxi. 1.—4. 1 Chron. xvi. 17.
2 Chron, xxi1x. 27—30. 1 Sam. xxi. 1, 2. Anf.

1. A little attention to thefe paflages will convince you they
refer to the ceremonious worfhip of the Feaws, that dwelt in
Canaan, that paid their worfhip at the new-moon, and otheg
rewifb feflivals, with timbrels, and trumpets, &c. 2.
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s. They ne more oblige us to fing the fongs of David than
that in Ehlegf. xiv. 2. conﬁgn:s us to pray in inflg.red farms. Both
commands run in the fame manner ; and as we are not bound
in the one, fo we are not in the other. :

3. They do nct prohibit the Jews themfelves the ufe of pri.
vate compofures in their fynaFogucs, and why fhould not chrif-
tians fing evangelical compofures to fuit their cale; efpecially,
as moft of the p/alms of David are fitted for jews, and not for

iftians ?
Chznl Objeétion. No man can pretend to make or fing better
fongs than the fpirit of God has left us in the bible ; and to
negleQ thefe, and fing human compofures, expofes to the curfe,
Mal. i. 13, 14. Aniwer,

1. We cannot pretend to maké better prayers or fermons,
than thole of Mofes, Sclomon, the Prophets, Chriff, and his
dpoftles ; and why fhould we not be confined to thefe forms of
praying, and preacking, as well as finging ? If we may comp_ofa
prayers, and fermons, f{uitable to ourown cafe, without {al
under the cur/e; doubtlefs we may compofe and fing ;:/alms an

bymns in the fame manner.
2. Tho’ we can’t pretend to make better prayers, and fermons,

than Exra, Danicl, or our Lord, for that day, and the occafions

for which they were prepared : yet as God accommodates his
gifts and rcvzlations to ipecial feafons and occafions of the
church ; a divine fong, fermon, or prayer, compofed agreea.

ble to the word of God, that exprefles our own wants, duties,
and mercies, is certainly much fitter for us, than thafe that do
not reach our cafe ; and cannot fo well aflift our graces, nof
raife our devotion. el
" 3, Igrantthat nothing can be more preper thaa infpired lan,
, in our prayers, fermons, and fangs of praife : and God
mtm teftified his approbation of it, in the hearts of his peos
ple ; but it has been when thefe phrafes have been clear, and
pertinent to our own cafe, and fenfe of divine things. We are
sot therefore to drefs up our prayers, fermons, or praifes, i
the ftile of judaifm, when we would exprefs gofpel dolirin
This would be to darken counfel by words without knowledge;
to amufe and confound the ignorant wortfhipers.
We may as well read a fermon of Mofes, l/aiab, or the ro
preacher Solomon, toour congregations, inftead of preaching the
gofpel, asfing many of the g/a/m: of David, that are peculiar tt

David
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David the king, the fbepherd, the fugitive, the ﬁnﬁ mufician.
In brief, the fermons, prayers, or fongs, recorded in fcripture,
are not given us for forms, to which we muft be invariably con~
fined ; but as patterns, by which we are taught to adjuft the fe-
veral parts of worfhip to our cafe. And as fermons, and pray-
ers foadjufted, are properly called the word of God, fo are fuch
fongs of praife ; and therefore proper materials for chrifias
P/almody.

/And we have as much reafon to expe& thedivine bleffing up-
on fuch jfongs, as in tranflating the icriptures into our tongue ;
writing traéts of divinity, or reading them when written ; or ia
turning the p/alms of Dawid into any kind of rbyme, and finging
them afterwards.

Search and examine the f{criptures, and you will find, that
whenever any fpecial difplay of divine grace or providence gave
occafron, the famts made ufe of a neaw song, fuitable to the occafi-
on. And ifit be faid, “ They were better fitted, by extraor-
dinary gifts, for fuch compofures than we are 3” I anfwer, We
have greatly the advantage of them, in having the cannon of fa-
cred {cripture compleat, and many excellenthelps and improve-
ments, which they had not ; and equal reafon to depend upon
the divine blefhng and affiftance. .

3d Objection. To ufe any Plalmody but what God has given
us for this purpofe, by immediate infpiration, is will-worfhip,
and the inventions of mén. Anfwer,

1. Toalter the pfalms of David, and confine them to an ex-
a&t number of {yllables or rhymes, to fing in our churches, may
equally be called will-worfhip, and human inventions : and yet
this muft be done, or the churches cannot obey the divine com-
mand, to fing his praifes. We have no more divine warrant to
fing the exprefs words of the old wverfion, or Sternbold and Hop-
kins, thanwe have to fing any other divine fongs compofed a-
reeable to the gofpel. The truth s, this is one among the ma-
y things which God has left to the wifdom and difcretion of jthe
thurches, to ufe thofe pfalms that are moft agreeable to their cir-
umftances, and moft for their edification.

4tb Objedion. How can the compofers of el paimody,
omit, alter, or tranfpofe, the infpired fongs, the order m
vhich the holy fpirit has placed them, without falling under the

urfe denounced againft thofe that add too, or mke from the
vord of God. Rev. xxii. 18. 19.
1. By
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1. By the very fame authority that gofpel mlmﬁers;” oi!' Pl:&
vate chriftians, alter and tranfpofe, oromit any_part; 0 ‘_m pir
writings ; torender thﬂ;‘l more pertinent materials for fermons,

'or themielves or others.

Ol;.p rﬁ:;;’ ;;3{:'“5 and judicious perfons that have b?n C(;,nﬁ.
ned tofing the verfions of Roufe or Sre{-nbdd and 'H?)c ins, :a;::
foand from experience, that when their fouls have een Flli.{:h-
en’d and enlarged in finging one ﬂanzaiul.tuble to their ca F-, t ;
very next verfe has given a ludden check to the {weetneifs an

“harmony of their devotion, “ny {omething pgcylggr to th;j'fqu,
the King, the Fugitive; Or a{ilrk, 1and unmteillgmlefat ;1 15 uf{];
or remote from their own cafe.  They could go no ﬁartﬁ ;r wi

the fong, wits underflanding ; NOT chenili the h-.if.cLli in quce
of the {pirit upon their hearts. And they muft {eek cut fome

| S=2d s T t form, or difobey
.lmodv. or. have David in a differen ’ g
Othf.'l" Pidlm YF . rext. Dr_ ;fra!!.f’.i fxt'f”fﬂf imi-

the apoftolic junétion 1 my | exc i
m::'anphas celieved the chriftian worfhiper from this diftrefs; in

the judicious tranfpofition of Dawvid’s pfalms in fuch a manner,
that we have ¢, 6, or 8 ftanzas together, that may be applied

to our own cafe or fubject. And this iz certainly one of his
wherein he has done more {ervice to the

| tranflators that have gone before him,
are celleéted from various

- sture {uitable to the defign, and circumitances
g? 3\50?:- :'2: xigéfll they aie prepared, tho’ far,fro.m_ the naturfl
order in whichjthey ftand in the Hebrew orGreex originals, yetdm
never fufpeé the authors of falling under the curfe, mentioned a
bove : no: It is counted an excellencein a gofpel miniiter, to col
leét the moft pertinent materials for fermons or prayers; howEv
far from the natural order in which the holy fpirit has placedt e]
in the bible. The good Dr.# atzs himlelf has favaured the worl
with /ermons and prayers, that are, b}' {ome Eel:fons,thought cgiol 0¢
and excellent, though not weréatim 1n the original orflef: an
caufe he has indulged his poetical talents, as he has his capacityt
reach and pray, for the beneht of the church, muit hc
Itoted out of the book of life, 2and fall under the ]'IC&V]C.& curh
sth Objection. We fhould ule no pfalmody byt what is autht
rized by the affembly of the kirk of Scotland, or by the {yno

Aﬂ{tj‘-‘i? would feem agrceable to fee all the churches unite '

*the ufe of the beft compofed plalmody, fit for the gofpel % '
gut it fhould be obierved, 2.

great excellencies,

church than any poetica
3. The beft fermons, and prayers,

" 9%.5

2. That God has only enjoined the duty of praife, without
giving us an exiaé&t form, to which we ﬂmuldp be invariably
confined. And fince the education, the prejudices, the
circumfitances, the very make and difpofitions of men, are fo
vaftly different one from another; the fentiments of mankind
are very different on this head; and God may be worfhiped fine
cerely in different modes, though not with equal advantage to
the worfhiper: it is evident, God has condefcended to the dif=
ferent conditions of mankind; that variety, in this particular,
5 neceflary, to fuit the variety there is among pious worfhipers.
And that this is left by infinite wifdom, to the condu&t of hu-
man wifdom and prudence, under the general direftions of
cripture.  And fhould a general affembly, or fyned interpofe and
order, that fuch or fuch a verfion, or colle&tion of p/a/ms or bymns,
fhould be fung in all the churches, and no other, it would be
an arbitrary incroachment upon the ri ghts of chriftians ; who are
certainly at liberty to preach, pray, or praife the Lord, as they fhall
judge molt for edification, or agreeable to the direttion in my
text. I have no more notion of ecclefiaftical, than civil tyran<
ny. Thereis no fynod, affembly, or council on earth, that

hath, or ought to have, power to impofe any one verfion of
plalms on the chriftian churches.

It the objeéter means, that our pfalmody fhould have the
approbation, or the recommendation of the afembly, or fynod 3
l have fhewn that this has been done, by both ; in a manner
juficient to anfwer our purpofe, and engage our thankfulnefs
to God, that we have the countenance of fo good example, and
authority to fupport us.

There have been in every age, men of high-flying, arbritary
principles, whofe unlimitted notions of church power would
prompt them to impofe the decrees of councils, and fynods, &c.
upon the church, and cutoff the right of private judgment, with~
out liberty to call in queftion their authority, and the laity muft
be doomed to the loweft flavery. Thefe men generally fet up
their own opinion as the teft of orthodoxy, and judge the prac-
tice of others to be a ¢rime, or duty, which they jugge to be fo |
in themfelves, without the leaft allowance for their different
circumitances or fentiments.  From this principle the antichri/~
tian {pirit of impofition and perfecution Ead its original. And
when this borrid menfler ftalks abroad in the world, drefled up
ln the garb of zea/ for the mild };nd gentle religion of Jefus; 1t
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is more to be abhorred than the tyrant, that had a bed'of his
own fize, and was faid to ftretch men of low ftiture upon a
rack, to the full length of it; and cut off the legs of ail he
found too long for it.
faftained from this principle in former ages! thanks be to God,
it is more out of countenance now, by numbers whom God in
his infinite mercy has raifed up, who are of candid and chriftian
fentiments, and would not ftretch ecclefiaftical power beyond
the limits that are fet by the great head of the church. And I
have the pleafure to hope, that we fhall fhew to the world, we
are poflefied of the {ame chriftian fentiments.

Judicatures have aright to judge of the foundnefs or unfound-
nefs of our pfalmody, as well as of our fermons, or prayers ; and
tp countenance or difcountenance accordingly : but they have no
power to impofe a verfion of Dawid’s plalms by Mr. Roufe, upon
churches that think they can praife God more to edification and
inprovement in Dodor Watts’s imitation, or any other ortho-
dox collefion of pfalms ; than they have to impofe fet forms of
fermons, or prayers, from which we muft never deviate.

There are many eminent chriftians who cannot ufe the free.
dom to. fing any ather than the Scotch verfion; it has been fo
long bound up in our bibles that fome are of opinion, it is as
divinely infpired as if it had been made by David himfelf,
Others cannot fing this verfion with fatisfaétion, while th
bave athers more agreeable and improving : fome can fing bom
as occafion requires ; and to impofe in either cafe would be 2
tyrannical incroachment upon the rights of chriftians.

. In anfwer therefore to the petition laid before us, req
~ our judgments, whether Dotior Watts’s pfalmody may be fung

to chriftian impravement and edification, we may, I think,
eafily. determine, without any injury to churches or individuals,
¥ou may ealily gather from what has been faid, the judgment

- of the general affembly, and others ; and I believe fhould we

judge otherwife,. it would contribute nothing to the credit of
our underftandings, in a world where their evangelical beauties

,~ a0d excellencies have been fo generally admired.

‘We are not to form an abfolute determination that one ver-
fion fhall be ufed in the churches, and the other rejeéted;

What injuries has the church of Chrift

[ 35 ] ,
w2b. Objedion. If we admit Watts’s plalmedy into the
church, it will open a door for error and herefy ; as others may
be. emboldened by fuch a liberty, to introduce erronecus
pfalms, &c. |

1. Anfwer. By the very fame argument, as I have oftea
hinted, you fhould forbid all preaching and praying, but pre-

Jeribed, and effablijbed forms ; there is as great, yea greater dan-

ger 1n the one cafe than in the other; as the number that
preach and pray is greater, than of thofe who atiempt to coms
pofe divine fongs; and herefy in preaching and praying is a3
injurious to the church, as in finging. Since it is judged moft
for edification that we ufe our own judgments, our own fenfe
of divine things, in our own language, though we are liable
to err, in prayer and preaching ; it is equally edifying and ne-
ceflary in our fongs of praife; and equally iz;fe from herefy ;
and more {0 in this cafe, as the Do&or’s and other gofpel fongs
are known and approven by the awi/z and learned ; which fer-
mons and prayers cannot be till they have fpread their contagion.

2. If at any time herefy fhould be introduced into the
church by fpiritual fongs ; it will then be fit that the church
interpofe and fupprefs it: they may at any time exert the thun-
der of their power againft proper objeéis of it. Bt there is a
thoufand times more dange: of herefy from preaching and pray-
ing, than from finging praife.

8th Objeltion. Do&tor Watts has left out fome of the pfalms

of David, theiefore he has thrown away part of the fcriptures.

Anf. 1. The Doétor himfelf informs us, he efteems the
pfalms an excellent part of holy writ : but that fome particp-
lar pfalms, or part of pfalms, are not the fitteft materials for
goipel fongs ; and does he hence rejeét them from the facred
canon ¢ |

The fcriptures are a rich treafure of materials for various oec-
cafions ; and can a man be charged with rejeéting fcripture be-
caufe he does not apply particular parts of it to purpofes for
which it was never intended ? Does a minifter rejeét all the
parts of fcripture which he does not think fuitable to his de-
fign, or various occafions : Would it be fair reafoning to fay,

I reje& all the fcriptures, I do not judge pertinent to my defign

s fermon ?
2. Does not the fame objection lie againft Chrift and his A-
poltles, if they fung a hymn at the inftitution of the Lord’s
E 2 {fupper,

we may as well arrogate the power of impofing kiturgies, or /
| Jorms of prayers and fermons. But fince we cannot bear 1mpo-j§ 1n
fition in the one, let us equally abhor it in the other ; yea 1

every calc where there are manifeft reafon for fo doing.  7¢
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fapper, as is generally thought they did ? and againft the A.
polg:: and Difciples, when they toek part of David, and left

out other parts, not fo applicable to their day; explained, and
added gofpel matter to them as they thought beft ? And is not
every minifter of the gofpel as guilty every time he preaches
or prays, as the_good Doétor was when he compofed his fongs ?
- cth Objeftion. Shall we change the pfalms of Dawid for Dr.
Watts's plalms ? An/. |

" 1. If you would fing the pfalms of David in the flrifteft
fenfe, you muft fing Hcizw, or at leaft, aliteral tranflation of
them into Englith. But if you mean the Scotch werfion, done
by Roufe, the objeétion ferves to difcover weaknefs, or a bad
caufe, the competition is not between Watts and Dawvid ; but
between #atrs and Roufe. Since Roufe’s is far from an exalt
tranflation ; has many ideas added to the original, or taken
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bour to turn the fong to his own cafe every time he joms in it,
and give it a fenfe quite different from its original defign; and
in & word, to labour in the moft difadvantagious manner te do
what I am pleading for ; 7. e. to give an evangelical turn to the
plalms, in order to fing awith the Jpirit, and w:tb the underfiand.-
ing alfo- You throw this burthen upon the multitude every
time they fing ; you leave the divine oracles to be tortured by
every ignorant and illiterate perfon. The wife may probably
be able in this manner to give a {piritual fenfe to Dawid with-
out dilhonor to the pfalmift: but the multitude cannot., We all
agree Dawid’s pfalms are not to be fung 1n a literal {epfe; we
agree, they muft have a {piritual meaning. Now I appeal to
common fenfe,

3. Whether it be not infinitely beft to have this evangelical
tarn given to the pfalms, by fome able skiltul hand ? Dr. #arts

has given them that turn we all agree they fhould have; his
fuperior genius, learning, pietv, and poetical talents rendered
him fit for the work. He locked upon it as of the greateft im-
portance to the church ; called in all the affiltance of commen-
tators, ftudy, and prayers, for the divine blefling ; he calls it
the greateft labour of his Jife ; and the beft judges highly
effeem and admire it, 2sanexce!lent fervice doné to the church:
we have an evangelical turn given to David, in gofpel lan-
guge, plain, eafy, {mooth, and elegant ; level to the lowelt
capacity ; and above the contempt of a politer tafte. If you
plead that every minifter may explain the pfalm before fing-
ing, to enable the people to {ing with underitanding ; it 1s not
one in a hundred that is fo well qualified to do 1t as the Doétor
was ; and the learned themfelves cannot pretend to do it {o
well in the very time of finging : but to leave this to be done
by crouds of illiterates ; to fubmit an extempory imitatien of
Dawvid’s p/a/ms to be made by every vulgar hearer, every time
he fings ; which he could not do to any purpofec inan age; is
as unreafonable as any thing can be imagined; to leave thefe
to explain and accommodate the obfcurities of a jewifb p/alter
to the gofpel day ; who are fo ignorant, that they are in dan-
ger of wrefling the moft plain diétates of the gofpel to their
own deftruélion ; and to maintain that they are well qualified
for 1t, and had better do it themf{elves than fin }; in the language

from it: has given us the fublimeft poetry in Jow and Jull
verfe, that in Eame places can hardly be called good fenfe.
Befides when you fing it,” you join ideas that were not {o much
as known to Dawid or the Fews: therefore itis far from be-
ing the pfalms of David. If you fing Dr. Watts’s imitation, you
have more honor done to the royal pfalmift, as he 1s made

more intelligible; and f{peaks the language, and gives the ideas
which he longed to ufe, and only touched at darkly, which he
would have fpoke fully had he lived in our day; and his ad-
mirable compofures give light and joy to the faints that live
two thoufand years after him. To fing David’s pfalms firidlly,

you muft have the fame ideas and meaning which hehad: you
mauft go into the temple at Jerufalem, and praife the Lord with
a barp, and trumpet; and fometimes hang your ulelefs harps
upon the willows by the rivers of Babylon. &Jc. But you rejed

this and fay, |
2. You only intend to fing Roufe's werfion, and that mnot li-
terally ; you will give it a fpiritwal -meaning ; or, you will
worfhip God according to his appointment mow, as David did
accordiné to his appointment sbex. This I take to be your
true fenfe, then you are involved in thefe difficulties; to con-
fine yourfelves to the ufe of words that cannot be addrefled
to God in their properfenfe ; to fing one thing and mean ano-
ther ; to make your hearts and your lips go contrary one to
the other; to make every private chriftian fpeak to God in the Qof the excellent Do&cr's imitation; is one of the greateit zbe
language of ajewifs king, captain, jewifb mufician, &c. tt;éa; wdities that can be maintained ; and carries its ‘'own refutation
; ur in
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«» the bare mention of it. Since then there is no cﬁngre}m
s the world that can be faid literally to fing David’s p/aims;

and it is agreed that in order to fing with uudnﬁ:udixg, we muft

give them a {prritual turn,
p/alms ; and fince Dr. Watts’s imitation, and feveral other com-

i.e. fing an imitation of Dawvid's

Gtions, are greatly preferable to all extempory ones that can
made ; and it is impoffible the vulgar fhould do it to any to.

lerable purpofe; it follows that you fhould fing the Doétor’s im-

itation, ‘or one done by fome skilful hand, 1if you would fing in
a manner the moft agreeable to the text.

10th O8j. Theintroduétion of gofpel Pfalmody is the occafion
of debates and divifions, and alienation among chriftians. 4/

' So was the refermation of the proteftant churches from
that of Rome: and had this obje&ion been attended to, the chnf-
tian world muft have been immerfed in the horrid gulph of popifh
darknefs to thisday ! Nay,itwould have deprived us of the chrifti
an religion intirely, and fhut us up in jeawifb or beatben darknefs

2. ‘1 he advocates for gofpel fongs do not defire to impofe the
ufe of them upon others ; but only to be allowed the pe
enjoymentof them ; and the liberty they defire, they are willing

to ailow others, withoutany contention or alienation ; and ifo-

thers will be contentious, the charge lies againft themielves.

IMPROVEMENT.

IV. Thus according t6 appointment, my Rev. Fathers an
Brethren, I give my thoughts on this fubjeét ; I have endeavor
ed to do it in that manner which would do the greateft juftice &
the fubjeé ; be leaft liable to exception ; and give the leaft of
fence to any that might differ from me in fentiments upon !
head: with this view I have oppofed fentiments rather than pet
fons. I am fenfible that men of eminent learning and piet
think very differently one from another on this as well as othe
points. Iabhor the notion of condemning thofe that differ frc
me, asI do of thofe that condemn me, becaufe 1 differ
them. Perfons of great merit may vary in their opinions of thi
as well as o_her things; their fentiments may be as much d
verfified as. their faces. But fince I am at liberty, and efpec
ally, as I am rflguircd, I give my fentiments, and the reafons
my condu@. Though I had rather fit at your feet and lea
from you on this occafion, yet 1 am not afhamed to declare
you and to the world, that I believe we fhould fing the prail
of God and the Lamb, that wathed us from our fins in his 0

blood; and thatin the fentiments and language of the gofpe
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or that our £/a/m-beok fhould contain all the advantages of the
fpel, as well as our fermons, prayers, or any other chriftian
uties ; if we awould fing with the Jpirit, and wwith the under«
flanding alfo. 'That to confine the church to the Scorch werfion
i e. to the flile and fentiments of Feaws, orin other words toa'
jewif p/alm-book, for go/pel aworip; to be fung in their literal
fenie, or left to be tortured and mangled by every illeterate in the
promifcuous croud, to give them a fpiritual meaning, or gofpel
tarn to his own cafe, according to his knowledge or rathergi !{:
rance ; 1. e. to make vulgar imitations of David’s pfalms cxtgem-
pore, every time he fings; is far, very far from being the beft wa
tofing with the underitanding : that no gofpel church on carti
that 1s confined to it all through, ever has, or poffibly can Jfin
with the fpirit and underflanding, in the fenfe of the tzxt - ani
therefore that it is a very great injury, to confine the church to
fuch a foym. I think no one will plead the pfalms fhould be
fung ftrictly in their literal meaning; with all the ideas of Das
vid, and in the manner that he worfhiped God in jewifh fynae
gogues; for t.ht;n we muit go into their land, their {ynago ):acs
iafn ufe all their pompous concert of jewith mufic, &c.gani
ﬁnnt.:;t, thtjhey muft put a gofpel meaning or turn to them as they
g: this 1s the very thing I plead for; hercin we all agree 3
only, Iwould have this done to our hand by a fkilful rfon,
well furnifhed for the undertaking ; and not left to the mgfl -
ment of the vulgar croud. Such a pradtice, I will maintainag 1;
manifeftly contrary to the fcriptures, and the plaineft di€tates of
reafon, wl_thout adivine warrant. Ifthere be any notwithftand-
1g that \?’lll- fing the Scotch verfion, and nothing elfe; let them
enjoy their liberty, and never be molefted but by rational and
inftian arguments. I am not a bigot to any one verfion : I
ife that of Dr. Watts becaufe I think it the beft now extant that

| know of : butdo not take his p/a/ms and bymns to be a com-

pleat fet of Pfalmody for all the occafions of Chriftians, even in

Wpur colonies. But I am fully perfuaded the churches in thefe

arts have received very great advanta '
ompofitions ; efpecialg higs facramentalg;ygit h::nilxie&l?:
ils opportunity to acknowledge myfelf indebted to him for ma-
y :;f the fentiments I have laid before you on this occafion
And cannot but hope they will have confiderable weight with -
ery candid fearcher after truth. YetIcould with to fee 2 mor;
ompleat fyftem collefted from approven authors, to fuit all fub-

ts and cafes: and this might bedone to much greater perfeltia
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on, than éver yet has been ; T could with alfo to fee it recom.
mended to the charch ; ‘as thofe others have been whichwe nog
ufe. The fubjeét is copious, and have been confined only to
touch on the feveral topics of argument to fupport the dotrine;
each of which well handled would make a fermon. In fhort, if
my tme, efpecially my talcnts, were equal to my fubje&t, ]
fhould pour out areiiftlefs torrent of argument, from fcripture,
and reafon, of human aud divine, of antient and modefn, autho.
rity, that would m.:ke the {ubject glare with meridian luitre ; and
caufe the inveterate obilinacy of prejudice itfelf, to confefs that
ge/pel Pjalmody 1s uncoubtedly the propereit for gofpe/ wor fpipers;
and that {uch, and fuch only thould be uied in the chrittian church,

Iam perfuaded, thatif the mmore pious, and judicious [ort of
Chnihians, that have confined themiclves 10 fing Roufe’s wverfion;
and have thought they fhould fing nothing elfe ; would throw
afide their prejudices, and loy themielves open to conviétion ;
and read, compare, and examine, by reafom and {Cripture, the
different fpirit that breathes in theie evangelical fongs, from
thofe which they have uied : they weuld {oon find them abua-
dantly more fuitable (o the golpel, and to a chriftian frame of
fpirit.  And I can't but urge youto do thisfervice to yourfelves,
as your own {pintual advantage is at ftake : and doubt not but
that you will iind your very great advantage in {o doing. You
will find them peculiarly fuitable to gofpel {fermons, facraments,
and prayers;having a happy tendency to render them more fervice-
able to all that heart:ly delire to imbibe more and more of the
heaven-born religion of 7:/us: and to pafson from fongs o
prai!'c here, to fum it Joved us, and wafbed us from our Jins in
bis own bloed, to juin in the higher afcriptions of praife, with
the heavenly Holls, aying, Hallelvjan, Jalvation, and glory, and
bonor, and poaver, unrto toe Lerd onr God! and to the Lamb that
was flain, and tbat redeemed us to Ged Ly bis bloody it of every
Rindred, and tongue, and pecple, and nation. Worthy is the Lamb
that was flain, (o riceive power, and riches, and wifdom, and
Slrength, aund bonor, andglory, and bleffing ; when every creature in
beaven, and on 1i¢ earil, and ynder 162 earth, and fuch as are v
the fea, and all that aie in tiem, fball fing, Bleffing, and boner,
and glory, and power, be untobim that futeth upon the throune, and
unto the Lamb, for éver and ever. Amen. God grant, it may be
our eternal employment, mingled with the bleffed millions on
high, to afcribs o hinn, glory, and dominion, for ever and ever,
AI'M-’II. F‘ I iy [
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