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34 LETTERS from the -

Copy of a Leiter from the Rev.
 Mr. Todd at Hanover in Virginia
to Mr.C. Feb. 3, 1757.

Dear SIR,

AFBW Weeks ago I received 2 Box or
Books fent to mé by you, and other
good Friends to the immortal interefts of the
Negroes and Peor in this diftant Part of the
world. :
I was very much fruck, upon firft recei-
ving the Books, with a fenfe of the marvel-
lous Goodnefs of God, in putting it into the
hearts of his people, to prefent fo large and
bounteous a €harity, fo unexpedtedly ; where
it is fo much wanted, and of that kind which
was moft needful in thefe parts, and beft cal-
“culated to anfwer the pious and charitable in-
‘tentions of the Donors. , :
" I have often returned Thanks to the God
‘of all Goodnefs for the favour, and feel my-
felf under greater obligations to improve this,
with the other favours received from him, to
the honour of his Name and the good of my
fellow creatures. Nothing could have more
feafonably anfwered my wifhes for the good
of the Poor within the fphere of my la-
bours, both Negroes and white People, than-
“this. » .
" Many among the white People are ami-
.zingly ignorant,. and many are very poor,
and fome very defirous of improvementt}i‘n
. ' e
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the knowledge of God and Religion.© The
- Negroes are generally defirous of knowledge,
amf have often applied to me for Books, as
. they had noné, and had no way to get any.
I furnifthed' them as well as I could, but nei-
ther to their fatisfation, of my own, and
their want ftill increafes, as their fenfe of Re-
ligion increafes. Now this will be a very’
, great relief to them, and me, and I have
. great hopes a remarkable Blefling will at-
. tend it, ’ ,
. From the little experiments I have already
" made, I know they will very thankfully re-
; ceive the books, and many will carefully im-
, prove them. Thad a few of the books fent
. to Virginia to my favourite Brother Mr. Da-
. wies, from that Society, which I believe, and
. am perfuaded, God has raifed up for the.moft
. important purpofes: And as they were calcu-
. lated to do much good, fo my People, both
white and black, were fo taken with them,
that they appointed, with my approbation, to
meet on the Lorp’s DAY in private focies

ties, to read, and pray, and fing Praifes.
This is the more neceffary, as the three
Places where I ftatedly preach, are fo far dif-
tant from each other, that it is impoffible for
them to hear me at all of them, being four-
teen or twenty miles diftant from each other
at the leaft ; fo that the Sabbath which ufed
to be fpent in idle vifits, or meetings for di-
verfion, or fervile bufinefs (which has been -
very common among the Slaves) is now fpent
in focieties for religious Wor/bip, when they
cannot attend upon the Preaching of the
. ‘Word,
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 Word, and shfs Buoks wil greaty promote
od. "

this work by the bleffing of

 About two bundred, or more, attend my
miniftry in good weather, at each of my pla-
ces, to whom I often lower my ftyle in my
Sermons, and addrefs them in a plain and pa-
thetic manner: I fometimes give previous no-
tice, that I intend to preach particularly to
them ; then vaft crouds attend with remark-
able ferioufnefs, and fhew themfelves very
thankful for fuch a favour, and fome are
deeply imprefled with divine things. At fuch
Sermons, the bulk of my white hearers are
generally much affe&ted, and manifeft great
Fatisfa&lon; which, by the way, is an addi-

tional convition to me, that the mioft plain, .

pathetic, and folemn difcourfes, warmly ad-
drefled .to the Confcience, are moft likely to
fave perithing finners of all colours. '

" Iintend to preach a Sermon to the Negraes,

“and let them know the great obligations they.

are under to God for his goodnefs, in making

this additional Provifion for them, and the im-

_portance, of making a right improvement of

this Donation, and 1 thall examine them as to
the knowledge they gain hereby, and am not
‘without hopes, that many will improve in
‘the knowledge of God and true Religion by
‘thefe b}lps. I have had the pleafure of hearing
them fing the Praifes of God, and praying
together, when others -have been in their
‘beds ; and now they will have a variety of
‘good helps, I hope the work will go on with
greater advantage. ~ :

: I acknow-
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3 | acknowled%o; myfelf, and do in the name
of your poor Beneficiaries acknowledge the
eat obligations we are under to our London
riends. ?believc a Charity was never better
beftowed, and doubt not but that thefe Poor
will put up many earneft Prayers for their
good Frieads beyond the great waters,
o ‘ Iam, &
' Joun Topp.

Copy of a Letter from the Rev.
 Mr. Davies at Hanover in Virgi-
. wato J.F. Feb. 13, 1757.
. Dear SIR, o

N my Letters to my other correfpondents
I Whoya‘re Membe:y of the Societyp’?ntbere

are fo many paragraphs relating to the recep-
tion and dxyﬁribntion of the l:)%ks I latelyc:g-

ceived, that I need not enlarge in my account -
toyouw. L
: g:u.ch liberal Affiflance to me in the difcharge

of my office, efpecially that branch of it
‘which relates to the Negrees, could not fail
of affeting me with the moft ardent ‘grati-
tude to God and man. And my pleafure has
‘been much increafed by the promifing appear-
ances of its-Skccefs among multitudes.
" Every new benefalion of Books fets hune
dreds upon attempting to read with frefh ea-

. cadipmnns





