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ADVERTISEMENT.

A PrOFESSOR in one of our theological seminaries
thus introduces. the following tract:

« T writé to bring to the notice'of the Board of
Publication, a ttact, which to me and several judi-
cious friends whom I have consulted, seems emi-
nently worthy of republication. I have it from
whit I considér reliable oral tradition, that the
aithor was the Rey. John Thompson of* Donegal
Presbytery, who came from Irelandas a probationer
to New York in the year 1715, spent the latter part
of hislife as a missionaryin Virginia, and either died
in Buffaloe Congregation, Prince Edward, Va., or
atleast lived there nearly until hisdeath. You will
find a sketeh of his biography in Webster’s His-
tory of the Presbyterian Church, p. 355. You
will see that the copy Isend youisthe second edition,
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put forth, A. ». 1792, from Richmond, Va., at the
expence of one Andrew Baker. Mr. Baker was a
ruling elder of Buffaloe in his day, and has pious
descendants there still : among whom is an elder in
that Church. I should like that old Andrew
Biker’s introduction should go along, as aspecimen
of old time piety. The tract itself seems to me to
be eminently characterized by that fulness of
geriptural truth, solidity, and propriety, which
mark the best works of the 17th century, This
old reliet (the only one, I suppose, accessible) be-
longs to a friend and neighbour. He is willing
to let it be used for the issue of a new edition of
the tract. In the event -of its being thus'mul.
tiplied, so that he could supply himsglf and
friends with ‘other copies, I have no doubt he
would be willing to let the original go info
the archives of the Presbyterian Historical Sos
ciety; which probably has the other writings
of Mr. Thompson, and would be gldd to complete
the set.”
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

—_—— 3
I is the counsel and command of the great ahd
eminent Apostle of the Gentiles, that “whether e
eat or drink, or whatsoever we do, we should dQ
all to the glory of God.” The importance and(
propriety of this precept, appear to have .been
impressed upon his own mind in an extraordinary
marner. No doubt he well knéw that thfa lan-
guage of example, though silent, is equally, if Pnt
more striking than the loudest precepts. Bem-g
conscious of the uprightness and sincerity of his
own intentions and desires, and of the care which
he took to maintain a conscience void of offence
toward God and man, he exhorts th¥ Corinthians
in the xi chapter and 1st verse of his first epistle
to them, to ““be followers of him even as he also
was of Christ.” This admonition is as necessary

to be observed by the professors of the religion of
1# ‘ (5)




6 PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Jesus at the present period of time, as it wds in
the Apostolic age.

The authot of the following performance was a
person who appeared.to have an abiding senge of
the obligations under which God had laid him to
live to his glory, as deeply impressed wpon his
mind as perhaps the most of Christians who lived
in his day. I ésteem it as a distinguishing pri-
vilege -conferred upon me, that I was honoured
with his friendship and favoured with an intimate
acquaintance with him. The closé and tender
walk which he appeared to maintain with God}
the'consistency of his practice with his profession;
his ‘'holy conversation which manifested .his heay-
enly mindedness, together with ‘the well regulated
zeal for God’s glory which he discoveréd,—al]
conspired to endear him to the hearts of his Chris-
tian connections and acquaintances. By the
blessing of God and the concurrence of these cir-
cumstances, his labours wére rendered sutcessful H
to the truth of which, I doubt not but there are
many living ‘witnesses at this day.

His reasons for publishing the following couns
sels, he hag communicated in his short prefatory
address to the reader. My reasons for desiring a

republication of them are three: 1. If I know
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my own heart, it is, that the glory of God may be
promoted, and that the interest of the Redeemer’s
kingdom and precious souls may b advanced ;
which qught to be the prevailing desire of every
professing friend and follower of Jesus. 2. Be-
cause there are scarcely any entire copies of the
first edition now extant. And 8. In order that
those persons for whom they were originally de-
signed and written, may be.profited by them. . -
For my own part, I do firmly believe that if
ever I received advantage from any mean of
instruetion of a similar nature, T have been profited.
by this. That God may attend it with his divin.e,
blessing—make it instrumental in promoting.hls
glory and the eternal and best interest of precious
gouls, is the sincere desire and earnest prayer of

.

AXDREW BAKER.

.Spring Creek, Prince Edward}
comf;Z, Virginiia, Feb. 23, 1792.
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. T0 THE READER.

I THINK it convenient to acquaint thee with
the reasons whichr moved me to expose these
counsels to public view, which were originally
designed for my own children, and they are these 5 -

First, There’s a necessity for their being printed,
thit my own children might reap thebenefit of
them. 2. I rather should rejoice than grudge
that others besides should reap benefit by all or
any of my poor labours. 1 am encouraged hereunto
by some Cbristian friends, out of the zeal_which
they have for public edification ; ¢ bonum quo
communius, eo melius,” the more extensive and
communicative any good is, the better it is. '

It my plain and homely way of speaking to my,
own children may seem to any not 80 suitable to
the edification of the public ; for removing of this
incouveniency, I desire that such as may think se
(9)
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10 TO THE READER.

may ( while they are reading) either suppose ’the
author to be their own father, or that their father
had composed and prepared these counsels for
their use ; and perhaps it may, at least in part, re-
move or prevent any disrelish which otherwise
might be- conceived at this, performance, or any
part or passages of it.

I shall not be at much pains in making an
apology for the homeliness of this little perform-
ante, or the meanness of the dress it appears in ;
those who are delighted with, or hungering after
the kernel, will not be much taken up in makiné
remarks upon'the deformity, or in admiring the
beauty of the shell: Children are the party with
whom I hve to do in this discourse; it is the
profit of. such I' am aiming at, and of my own
children in particular; and consequen‘tly I en-
deavour'to suit myself to their capacity, in order
to promote their saving conversion, spiritual edifi- -
cation, and eternal salvation. And, reader, who-
ever thou art, who mayest think this litle essay
too childish for thine adult, masculine, polished
capacity, I desire thee to do one of these two things
viz., either whilst thou art reading, take notic;
of the matter and scope. as abstracted from its
mean'dress ; or if that will not do, let it alone for
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the use of those’ for whom it is designed, and:
whose capacity it better suits ; seeing thou mayestt
easily suit thine adult and more polished éapacity
with more elaborate pieces. Only I entreat thee
not to discourage children from improving what
was sincerely designed for their good, lest hereby
thou do them more harm than ever it will be in
thy power to do them good. As when I was
writing, I had more regard to the matter and
design than the outward dress, or any applause
arising from thence ; so I expect that those readers
who desire edification more than amusement, will
easily wink at .what is amiss or defective in the
form. And as to the censures of the more profane
or censorious readers, who are most if not only
taken up with the dress of words, ( this being too

- much the genius or rather the distemper” of the

present’age,) I am not much anxious. Those who
get good hereby will not be apt to censure; and
those who get none, both.they and I had more
need to lament their loss, than regard their cen-
sure,

However, reader, I commit thee and these
sheets unto the care and blessing of HMim whose
words are spirit and life ; and shall pray, that by
4 divine blessing upon 4his and other proper
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b t
' . DEAr children :—Some yearshave elapsed since I
first began to entertain thoughts of preparidg some
words of wholesome advice, which might be of*
some Jasting use and benefit to you, even when I
am laid in the dust.

It hath pleased God in hishalyand wise dispensa-
tion of providence, so to order and overrule things
concerning me in this world, that I have not been
in a condition either to make any provision for
your worldly settlement, or even to afford you buy
a very small degree of education and learning, and
far short of what is commonly given, especislly by
ministers of the gospel to their children; and
it seems to grow still more unlikely that ever I
shall be in a condition to do any thing of valuein -

these respects for you. And besides, the 'provis
2 {13)




14 THE POOR ORPHAN’S LEGACY.

dence of God hath so ordered matters, that I am
obliged to commit some of you to the care of
others, not being in a condition to do it myself ;
and perhaps, I shall be under a necessity to do so
with more of you before it be long: and my
troubles in this world seeming to increase rather
than diminish, and séme of you being yet but in
your younger days, whom [ can scarcely expect to
live so long as to see advanced to the age of matu-
rity—these, with many other like considerations,
have prevailed upon me to.attempt to compose
something by way of advice, that having it by you,
it may bé of some use and benefit to you, and you
may hear your affectionate and tender father as it
were speaking to you, and unfolding his very
bowels, even when his body lies in the dust. And
I would beseech and intreat you, yea, I charge
and command you, as a father who hath the
spiritual and eternal concerns of your souls ag
much at heatt as anything T can mention, next to
my own eternal salvation; I say, I intreat and
chatge you, that you’ not only diligently peruse
and ponder, but also care}'ully and perseveringly
practise what I shald here offer for your good.
Frrst then, in general, I entreat and charge you
to'make serious practical religion . your main and

—
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principal work and business while you-ars i.n the
world. It will not be enough that you mind s
much of it as may serve you as a pass t}{roug}.x this
life as Christians, like neighbours and-others, in the
esteem of your friends and, acquaintances. If
your love to God and holiness be not above yoyr
love to all worldly things; if your care and cong
;:ern for your souls be not more than for all ot:hel: con-
cerns in the world, I never expect to enjoy your
company in our heavenly Fathef’s house.above.

And as an argument.and motive, consider, you
are engaged, every one of you, {0 no les:?, than this,,
in a most solemn manner by your baptismal covey
nant. I promised solemnly to do,my best endeavour
(alas, how far have I come short !? to engage you_
all to this, when I offered and’dedl’cgted. you all to,
the Lord in your baptism. .And God ig witness,
if ever: I was earnest and sincere.in‘ any ?f my
prayers to God,-it. was when Jpraymg.to him on
your behalf; that he would make‘ you his own chil-
dren by regeneration and, adoption. N

My dear childyen, the very suppos:1t10n pod
fear of any of you cqmipng short of thl.s, wou'uds‘
and terrifies my very heart; ‘and this is a st{me;
and age of the world wherein seriqus practical
godliness is grown so scarce, and worn so much



16 THE POOR ORPHAN’S LEGACY,

out of fashioni; so little of the relish of it to be
discovered in the common discourse and conver-
sation of professors, especially the young rising
generation, that I am afraid, my dear children,
lest you, or any of you be carried away with the
current of a lifeless profession, and at last be
found ranked among the goats, on your J udge’s
“left hand, whose portion will be in the lake that
burns with fire and brimstone,

I do acknowledge, that as I have come wofully
short in all the duties that have been incumbent
upon me, go I have too far come short as to fres
quent and earnest pressing of those things upon
you.. Yet, my dear children, so many of you as are
Jgapable of observing, can witness for me, that i
some' measure I have endeavoured to persuade
you to them; and if any of you persisy in the
aeglect of them, it will be the way to logse all
the benefit of my prayers, and other endeavours
for your good, and your own souls to boot; and,
then woe will be to you, that you ever were born,
I am sure there are thousands triumphing in glory
this day, who never had the tenth part of the
pains taken upon them that 1 have taken upon
you; although I must.stil] say, I have come ex-
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céedingly short of what I ought to have dohe inm
i er. ]
thllidt;:?ar childten, what a dreadful disappo;nt-
ment will it be, if any of you at last find yourse Zes
ranked among the goats, after all, "the pains t1 a:,
have ‘been taken upon you,"all the pains i{ ha
perhaps you shall have taken upon you'rs: ve:g
$o attend and hear sermons, to' read the serip urs
and other good books, to "get your catc.schlsm g,
ixeart, (as’ we commonly say,). to pray in secre d:
besides all other common: duties of rehglotf, an
at the same time you see many otherd s?anﬂmg :ab
Ch¥ist’s right hand, who were far s?‘nort of you 1;1
‘respect of those things ; and all this for want od.
this one thing, iz, ybur not being godly in ‘gdo(i
earnest, your ndt making your duty to God; an
the saving your precidus immdrtal souls, your
Tain work, care, and study ;. althotlghiyou ‘hfzv?
been told the necessity of this agaif anq again !
O my children, for the Lord’s s'ak‘e, see to Preveng
this so disinal a doom, by be}ng godl.y-m 00
earnest, by making true practical religion your
main work, aim, and study. But I mtist be more
icular, and therefore
Iiag;%‘;ND’LY, I exhort and entteat you to be mucih
in reading the Holy Seriptures ; they are the only
2%
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complete rule to direct you %ow to glorify Godp
and how to attain to the enjoyment of him for
ever ; and for your more profitable using and im-
proving this heavenly book, I would have youw
observe these few directions :

Direction 1. Endeavour a8 much ag possible t6
read some portion thereof every day.

Direct. 2. Let your ordinary readirig be regular

4nd orderly, that is, go not' from place to place,
but take the Seriptures in order from beginning
to ending, except such places which, because of’
tﬁe*diﬁiculty'df proper names, You are not able to
go through ; yet thisis not to hinder the reading
of particular portions of scripture out of your
ordinary, as particular occasions may sometimes
fequire. »
" Direct. 8. Before you begin to read, send up &
Berious prayér to. God, if it’ were -never so short,
that he way bless'what you are about to read, and
take it profitable to you.
! Direct. 4. Let your hearts and minds be attentive
to what 'you read, and be ready to take notice of
any, yea,'of every thing, as far as you can, that
may be for your edification ; and what you notice
particularly of this kind, strive to fix it*in"your
memories.
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THE POOR ORPHAN’S LEGACY. 19
Direct. 5. Accustom yourselves to meditate
apon the most remarkable passages of what ydu
read, afterwards when you are about your worldlyi .
employments. '
Direct. 6. Endeavour, as far as in you lies, to
'f)ut ‘what you read in daily practice in your lives
and conversations, viz., by addressing yourselves
to the duties which you find any way: recom-
mended in the word, and resolving, watching, .and
guardiﬁg against the sins that are spoken against
therein. 5
¢ THIRDLY, I exbhort and intreat you, as a fnam
and principal part of your work, to make sute oft 1
gour conversion or regeneration ; for unless you
be born. again, you shall never enter into the king.
dom of God. And in order to this, T would help -
you with these following directions : 3
Direct. 1. Labour to be daily and feelingly
sensible of your corrupt, sinful state by nat.ur'éf
especially of that monstrous wickedness that is ini
your heart, viz., enmity against God, r.ebelhon
against his laws, and in short, the spring and
root of all and all manner of wickedness; for out
of the heartl proceed evil thoughts,. murdersy
adulteries, fornications, thefts, . false-witness, and
blasphemies, Mark x. 19.
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e Direct. 2. Be éarnest with God in prayer to
send his Holy Spirit to convert you, and implant
the seed of true grace in your souls ; wrestle withr
" him for this, give him no rest till he do it, Luke
xviii. 1, 6, and xi. 8; nor take any quiet to your-
selves un!:if you obtain it. Your eternal arr dé?
pends upon your obtaining this; you may as soon
expect that devils may be saved or go to heaven;
as you, unless you be converted. *

Drirect. 8. Labour to see so much of the evil of
sin as to make you hate it because it is sin,; 4nd to
stdso much of the beautyand loveliness of holintss;
8 to causé you tolove it for its own sake. The one
debaseth and destroyeth the amiable perfections
of our reasomable nature; and the other improves,
increases, adorns, and beautifies the samg, and
makes us meet- and capable to converse withs God
himself.

Direct. 4. Be diligent in the use of all appointed
mcans, such as Nearing the word predched, read-
ingthe Scriptures and other good and godly books,
tliscoursing with godly persons about heavenly
things, still looking to' God for his blessing to
make those’ means effectual. et not sinful bash-
fulness hinder you to seek after godly discourse
with others.

=
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Direct. 5. Endeavour in the mean time to live,
as much as possibly you ean, like saints, or those
who are already converted, watching against all,
sin and. temptations thereunto, in thought, w?rd,
or deed; and striving to be sincere and. conscier—
tious in performing all commanded dutles. as well
as possibly you can ; making daily confession, .and
daily sorrowing for your sins and sho?t-comu.xg,
daily praying in earnest for pardon for ‘your sins
and vietory over your lusts.

FourTHLY, I exhort and intreat you, my dear
children, personally to give up and bil'ld your-
gelves to God by covenant, even according untq
the terms of the new covenant of grace; an(.l that
I may prevail with you, I beseech you, consider,

1. When you were baptized, you were bound b.y
this very covenant, and will remain bound .by it
as long as you live, yea and you must and will be

judged by it whether you give up yourself to
God personally by your own act and deefl .orno;
go that your refusing or delaying to do this, serves
you nothing, but contrariwise, makes the case
with you worse ; which will appear if you con-
ider
i 2.’That. this is your ‘duty commanded by Gody
« But yield yourselves up unto God, as those that

A
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are alive from the dead, and Your member§ as
- +nstruments of righteousness unto (tod.”

vi. 18. And

3. It is only by this new covenant of grace that

Jou (;:a; expect to Be saved ; and how can you be
-8aved by it while you refuse to enter into i
ommd Ly o7 hter into it, orhe
‘ 4, If’ you sinc_erely give up yourselves to-God
according +fo this covenant, he will surely give
ou grae g :
lyt' grace and strength to fulfil your part of
.5. By ‘t}}ei persopal covenaning with God,.you
«will be obliged to ng new, duty which you were not
bound to before, but rather shall be sure of new
s,;r:}rlxgtl(ls-tpnperform the former duties, which oyt
‘ot the egvenant-you have no ground
Ropo 1. : gronnd to expect or
- 6+ Until you thus personally covenant with Grod
Jou gannot be acceptable guests at the Lord’;
#able, where helievers are-called to set their seals
to the covenant of grace, which supposeth that the
<ovenant was made and consented ’
Jies before, o fo Bboth pan
, B(lixt perhaps some of you may pot clearly under-
stand what I mean by personal.covenanting. Well
e o - ,

Y
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f ‘will endeavéur Yo inform‘yon in as pldin word?
as I can.
When a person, being fully convinced of his

lost and perishing stite by natur, and hearing
from the word of Grod, that Christ hath laid down
his 1ifé to save such sinful creatures, and also that;
if we would be saved by Christ’s death, we must
¢ruly repent of all our sins, must receive Christ,
or give consent with all our beart that he should
be our Saviour, and be willing to renounce all
our sins and lusts, and give ourselves up without
reserve to his service, in soul antl body all our
lays—wheri a person deeply sensible of these
things, and affécted with them, and fully persuaded
that it is both Tis interest and duty so tb do, after
he hath deliberately considered the matter, takes
an opportunity in.secret prayer, not only to cofifess
and bewail his sin and misery, dnd to pray for
merey and- pardon through Christ, but also to de-
clare unto “God in as express and’ suitable words
as he can, that he truly repents of his sits,.that he
longs to be free not only from the guilt, but also
thg service and Bondage of them, that he is hear-
tily content to receive Christ aghis only Saviur,
and that he is heartily willing to bé laid 'under all
the obligations to holiness and tuew obedience that
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the gospel requires'and enjoins ; and withal looks
unto and depends not upon his own strength, bub
the grace of Christ' and assistance of his Holy
Spirit, for the ‘fulfilling of those engagements ;—
when a person thus acts, he may be said personally
to covenant with God. But then much card
should be had about the frame of heart at such &
time, that it be both serious and sincere, (and if it
can be attained, lively and fervent,) when we thus
close a bargain with the Lord of hosts for eternal
life ; for first, the more a person is affected with
these things when he is eimployed about them, the
remembrance will stay the-better with him ; and
secondly, there will be the greatér hope of a faith-
ful fulfilling of such solemn promises and engage-
ments on your pdrt.

You had need also, my dear children, to be very
deliberate in this maiter ; that is, to donsider what
you are about, particularly the extent of the obli-
gations which, by personally covenanting, you take
‘upon yourselves, together with the willingness-of
your hearts and the sincerity of your purposes,
desires, and resolutions, as to the fulfilment of
them ; to consider, that thereby you expressly en.
gage and vow to God that you will, all the days of
~your life, atleast carnestly and sincerely endeavour

THE POOR ORPHAN’S LEGACY: 28

£o be holy in all mannerof cofiversation ; that you
will strive after the: performance of all duty, and
that in opposition to all temptations to the con-
trary ; that you will constantly and perpetually,
at least endeavour to forsake all sin, 't0 mortify all
your lusts, and no more to allow-yourselves'to have
friendly fellowship with the works of darkness. I
gay, you had need to consider this, and count the
costs beforehand, to examine your own hearts, if-
you are sincerely willing to be bound up té all the
gtrictness that the holy laws of religion require {
for without this it is to be doubted whether your’
dovenant transaction will or can be acceptable to
God as sincere. .
« And here I will endeavour to remove a stumbling
block out of “your way, which this last caution may
geem to lay, and it is this; perhaps some‘of you
may say within yourselves, Sure I dare not cove-
nant with God upon such strict terms, for I shall
never be able to live up to them, and therefore I
had better not engage in such a manner. But, my
dear children, this must not discourage you from
this duty, a. duty upon which your salvation so
much depends; for,

1. The terms are po harder to you than they
4 3
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are to all othier believets; others *havé vertured
and succeeded, and why may not you ?

2. If.you keep out of the covenant you must
certainly perish, and if you enter thus into it you
can but perish, and you have a venture for‘eternal
life, which you have not otherwise, if you wilfully
keep at a distance from God and his covenant. '

3. It is not absolute perfection of holiness that
yéu are called to promise, but a sincere endeavour;
awhieh-hath the promise of pardon for our failings,
upon our renewed repentance. Psal. ciii. .

4. There is also a promise of grace and strength
to perform if you be sincere in your covenanting.
Jer. xxxii. 89, 40. Fzek. xxxvi. 25, 26,27. But

5. I would ask-any of you, my children, who

smay be deterred from personal covenanting by
the strictness of the obligations of the covenant ; or
J would have you to ask your own hearts, whethey
you find fault with the, covenant because of its
strictness, and are grieved because 1t is so strict,
and if you could have it ordered according to your
-own desire, whether you could wish it were not
so striet; or whether, on the other hand, yoy
rather find fault with yourselves, viz., your own
weakness and too wickedness of your own heart,
which will not suffer you.to be so holy as this

B e e ot
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¢dwenant requires ? and whether you would rathes
wish and desire to have grace to be as strictly holy
as the covenant requires? If you can but love
and approve the covenant in your heart, as to the
strictness of it, and if all your censorious hard
thoughts be levelled against yourselves, you need'
not at all be discouraged from covenanting. Your
very approving the covenant as to its strictness
of terms, is a good sign “that you have already
obtained the spirit and grace of the covenant, and,
consequently shall have grace to be faithful in the
fulfilling it. ’
But if, on the other hand, your heart still rises
up against the covenant, as if it were too strict,
you have reason to fear you are yet in the gall of
bitterness, and are strangers to the spirit and grace
of the covenant ! and I would entreat you, as in
the 3d advice, to be earnest with God by prayer
for regenterating grace to change your heart ; for
if once your heart be truly sanctified, you will no
longer judge the covenant too strict, but all* your
tensurcs will be levelled’against yonr own hearts
4nd lives, as being too wicked and loose. T can
assure you, upon the most certain grounds, if the
testimony and experience-of all true saints, unto
which treasure I do,-with-all my heart, throw my

1
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little mite, if these were the last words I were té
utter or write, I say, I can assure you, not one
ever yet, who with a true heart made trial of ity
ever repented their entering into this covenant
because of its strictness, or would so much as
wish to be free of it again, unless when under
a strong and violent temptation, for which they
have sorely repented and grieved. Yea fur-
ther, I can assuredly-tell you, upon the same
grounds, that the true. believer, who hath by ex-
perience known what it is to be* thus in covenant,
with God in Christ, would not change conditiong
with those wha are out of the covenant, though he
should have all the treasures of both East and,
West-Indies, together with the pleasures and hon.
ours of the whole universe to boot; yea further,
I think I may say, though his etgrnal estate were
not endangered by the exchange, if such a thing
may be supposed to be possible, O my dear chil-
dren, I beseech you for the .Lord’s sake, hearken
to the words of a father, who in tender love and
deep concern for your souls, is offering you the

best and surest advice he can, delay not to -’

bind and indent-yourselves to God in his cove-
nant. Let no lusts nor principle of heart wick-
edness dissuade; let no doubt nor scruple dig,
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courage you from ‘personal covenanting. Gb ta
God and tell him in earnest, that you are re-
solved to give your comsent to be his by his
own covenant, come of it what will, whether ever
you shall be able to keep it or no ; tell him in ear-
nest, that you neither can, dare, nor will coni‘:ent
yourselves any longer out, of this covenant relatl?n,
and if you must perish, you are resolved to perish
in the covenant. And if you thus deal with God,
and your own souls deliberately and sincerely
and earnestly;my dear children, I dare pledge my
goul for yours, that you shall eternally rejoice that,
ever you were advised and persuaded so to do.

But do not this rashly and inconsiderately; but
meditate upon and consider what ydu are about
wrestle with God, and strive with your own hearts
for a heavenly spiritual frame, suitable to such &
heavenly transaction; and then in the: name of;
God go about'the work. And yet

I would also add this caution, viz., that you
delay not the. business too long, waiting for such.
a frame as you think you ought to have; lest

-Satan make a handle of this to keep you off from-

your duty, until the'thoughts of -it-by degreest

wear out of your minds; but after you bave sincerely’

endeavoured by prayer and meditation to attaint
3% S
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4 spiritual heavenly frame, although you cannote
attain it in the measure you would be at, yet gof
and covenant sincerely with that frame’ you, have,:
and.so give up that dead, dull heart of yoursto
God, and put it into his hand, that he may quicken,
it and make it better. Who-knows but God in his
wisdom may forbear to give you a frame, until you
have once given yourselves up to him, and then-

“perhaps, before "you have quite dérie with -yourt

covenanting work, the Lord may so breathe upon-
your withered souls, and make you to feel and-
discern his gracious quickening presence, as a:
covenanted loving and lovely God, in another sort
than you ever dreamed of before ? And if he should
deal thus with you; or any of*you, sure you coulds
not*but’ take this as & bountiful earnest of the-
heavenly sweetness and happiness-of a covenarfted-
state; #nd so be well pleased with what' you have’
done. But, - ’

If this should fail, yet you must not be discour-
aged, nor murmur, nor limitthe Holy One of Israel p
but give  him leave to~display his-grace towards:
you in what .time, season, measure, and manner.
he pleaseth ; only-close the bargain sincerely with-
him, and believingly and patiently wait for the
fruit of it pand althouglr sensible spiritual comforts

<
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ghould be longin coming, yet be not discouraged.
If you can ‘find that your covenant transaction
hath any influence upon your after victory over a
temptation, or a lust, or to fix and confirm your
heart, your purpose, and resolution to proceed in
the way of duty, you may look upon this, as an
excellent fruit of the covenant, nothing inferior in
real worth, but rather preferable‘to the sensible
comforts of the Spirit, though not so Sweet to your
{aste.
. And further, my dear children, that I may
contribute as far as may be to your assigtance, in
your work of personal covenanting with God, I
will here add a brief form ‘of words'which may be
assisting to you, either as a form, or as a direc-
tory, not only how to express,’but.also how to
conceive in your hearts this covenant transaction
between God and your souls. When therefore
you have, by the assistance of Divine grace, work-
ing together 'with your own diligént endeavour,
attained to an heaveuly, spiritual frame of heart,
‘and having found a convenient time and place,
retired and secret for that purpose, you may give
up yourselves to God by covenant in thoughts
of words to,this’ purpose : i
. Most holy, most righteous, and most gragious

-
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Lord God, I freely confess that I am a oo
‘miserable, smful creature, not only by reason of
‘the guilt of sin, both original and actual, but also
'by reason of the inherent corruption of my nature
and wickedness of my heart and inclinations, by
reason of which I am utterly unable, as well
as unwilling, to do any thing that is gbod in thy
sight; so that thou mightest justly condemn me to
everlasting Burnings, with devils and other damned
souls. But glory to thy name for ever, thou hast
‘gloriously magnified ‘the riched dof thy grace, in
sending thy dear son Jesus Christ into the world,
to purchase pardon of sin and eternal life for'such
degenerate, rebellious sinners, as Tam. Thou also
makest a'free offer of-him and all his purchase,
unto me as well as other poor sinners, in thé
gospel, upon most easy, reasonable, and ‘condes
scending terms of the new covenant of grace,
wherein thou promisest that if I truly repent of
any sins, and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ;
that is, consent with my whole heart sincerely
that he may be my Lord and Saviour, and give up
myself to him, and to thee through him, to ba
wholly ruled by him as well as saved by him, that
then thou wilt, for his sake, pardon all my sins,
accépt of .me in him, and make over unto me-by
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4n unchargéable ¢ovenant, all the benefits which
he hath purchased by his medidtion and suffefings;
as thy holy word doth declure in many places.
Yea further, thou givest particilar encouragement
to-all such as are oppressed, burdened, grieved,
and broken-hearted for their sins, promising rest
to their souls if they will come unto and believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ. O most gacious God,
although I dare not say before thee, who art an
heart-searching’ God,- that I am penitent and
broken for my sins as I ought to &e; yet thou
knowest that I am truly grieved for, them, and
truly long to be saved from the service and
bondage, as well as the guilt add punishment of.
them ; that T sincerely desire to be sanctified by
thy Spirit, and made holy, as well as glorified and
made happy. O Lord, I would freely and with
all my heart, close the bargain and. covenant of
grace in Christ-with thee; but I am afraid lest
my wicked, deceitful, and inconstant heart prove
treacherous and perfidious in thy covenant. But
O matchless grace ! thou hast also made provision
against thisso great a discouragement, by informing
me in thy.word, that thou wilt mend and change my
heart, and cause me to be steadfast. 0 blessed
covenant | Q matchless grace, the fountain of it!
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In the strengthof thy.grace then, O Father of*
mercies, I will no longer delay or stand off, but
forthwith close the bargain; and profess unto thee;
and before thee, with all the sincerity and earnest-
ness that I can altain unto, that I agree and con-
sent to thisheavenly covenant, as thou hast ordered
and contrived it in all the parts and clauses of it;
withont limitation or reservation whatsoever ; and
80 I resolve to rely upon thy grace for all things
that I.can need in time and. to eternity. I also
resolve in thy strength to cleave unto thee in the
way of faith and sincere obedience all my days
depending upon thy Spirit for continual supplies of
grace and strength for every duty, and for victor§
over all my spiritual enemies, especially the cors
ruption and wickedness of my own heart. And
I desire.to bless thy holy name for evermore,-for
this covenant of grace so well ordered, und won-
derfully contrived for securing the happiness and
comfort of poor weak belieters ; particularly, that
it is so unchangeable, that it is not in the be-
liever’s power to make it void. And blessed be
thy holy name, that thou hast not only made
known, and made offer of it to me, but also, by
thy preventing powerful grace hast effectually
inclined and determined me actually,.(and.I hope

erey

-
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sincerely) though with much imperfection and
carnality of heart, to join and bind myself to thee
in this covenant; and I pray, beg, and plead
that as thou, of thy free grace, hast enabled me to
fulfil the condition of it, by sincerely consénting
to it; as I hope I have riow done, so thou mayest
accomplish and fulfil all thy promises to me con-
tained in this covenant, and then I am sure I shall

"be effectually enabled by grace to persevere ; for

this is one of thy promises, and a sweet, rich one
it is. Now heavenly Father in Christ, I give up
myself wholly unto thee,; to be wholly at thy dis-
posal, that thou mayest more and more sanectify
me by thy Spirit, that I may serve and glorify thee
all my days; that thou mayest order all things
concerning me by thy providence, as thou shalt
see meet, until at last thou bring me home to'thy
heavenly habitation.” '

My dear children, as I said above, you may
either use this as’a form of covenanting, and as it
were your indenture; whereby you give up your-
selves unto God; or you may use it only as a direc-
tory, to assist you with suitable matter to be made
use of and explicitly contained in your personal
covenanting, whether in words or writing. Tor ag
it is agreeable to the doctrine and *pre cedents of
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the Seripture, so it hath-beén found experimentally
to be of great use 'and advantage to many of God’s
people, to put their covenant transaction with God
in sucli a form of writing, and to subseribe it with
their bwn habd, as a remaining visible witness of
their closing with Christ in the covenant of gracei

I shall here briefly take notice of two or three
of the advantages that may naturally flow from
this; to the practical Christian :

« I.Ithelps.to fix: the remembrance of such a
spiritual transactioh upon the meniory, and so
drives itsinfluefice-wpon the habitual exercise oft
the believer’s faith,-as-well as daily practice of
holiness. 1

2. When the believer finds it needful afterwards
to renew ‘this transaction; whether at a communion
or any other time, his having-8uch an instrument
by him is very useful to révive and’setto work
all ‘bis graces and spiritual .affections.

3. Buch an-instrumént may be of great use in'a
time-of desertion, despondency, or temptation, to
strengthen the believer’s faithyand thereby give
him victory over his spiritual enemies.

4. And finally, if you would profitably make use
of it either as a form or as a directory, it will be
needful that you carefully read it over again and
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again, that you may have an understarrding im.
pression of what is contained in it,"upon your
minds ; and thereby a suitable heavenliness of:
frame, agreeable to such a transaction, may be'not
only obtained, but also revived upon suitable occas
sions.

s From what I have said concernmg personal
covenanting with God, T would.not be so under-
stood as if I believe or would insinuate that there is
nohope of salvation to those who do rot thus ex-
plicitly and formally tramsact with God in a cov+
enant way. God forbid! I hope there are many
(even besides infants who are mcapable) who
have really and virtually accepted of Christ as
offered in the gogpel, even though -their accep:
tance of him was perhaps never distinetly observed
by themselves ; which may be when sinners are
convicted ir hearing of a sermon, by reading a
portion of Secripture, or by the effectual ‘appli:
cation of any proper means for that purpose ; but
inasmuch as we are reasonable creatures, and God
dealeth with us as such in the gospel, wherein he
requires our assent to the covenant of grace;
surely reason may evince, and the dature of the
thing, that it is both our duty and advantage to

inanage adnatter of such infinite importance, with
4
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all the deliberation, understdnding, distinctness,
and explicifness that we are capable of, and cad
attain unto.

And then in pursuance'to your personal coven-
anting,

5. I exhort and intreat you to embrace, not only
the first, but #lso succeeding opportunities to seal
your ‘covenant by coming to the Lord’s table}
and double your diligence also to be furnished
with auitable frame of heart for such a solemnity.
I would not willingly increase this performance
to & greater bulk than needful, and therefore I
shall forbear to enlarge upon this particular, it
being that most of what is said in "the Tormer
advice may be fitly applied here; this ordinancé
being only a confirming and sealing of that same
tovenant ‘which I have been exliorting and di-
recting you to make and enter into with God ; and
likewise you are likely to have frequent oppor-
tunities of receiving suitable instructions for such
work at sacramental occasions, which I entreat yod
to improve conscientiously and in the fear of
God; and therefore proceed, \

6. To entreat and beseech you, as dear chil-
dren, with all care and watchfulness, to live and
lead a truly pious, godly life in the world, mdking
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conscience of all duties .towards God and man as
faras possible; remembering that blessed is that man
whom his Loord, when he cometh, shall find so do=
ing. And before I proceed to be.more particular
I will here add an argument or tWo, to strengthen
this exhortation. :

(1.) Your care thus to live according to your cov-
¢nant will witness, to your unspeakable comfort,
as well as God’s glory and joy of all godly behol-
ders, that you were sincere in your -covenants
making. ]

(2.) This is the only way to obtain the blessings
of the covenant. And W

(3.) Itis the only way to enjoy thesweet comforts
of a covenanted state, and to render the covenant
amiable and. lovely, desirable and delightful .to
you; thus you shall find Christ’s yoke to be easy
and his burthen light.

(4) You shall be plentifully rewarded for youst
faithfuloess in your covenant ; but if you prove
perfidious, your condemnation will be more dread-
ful than the condemnation of heathens or Indians.,
Now I proceed to be somewhat particular unden
the next foregoing general head ; and therefore,

7. T intreat and beseech you, live near to God:
continually in the daily discharge of all holy duties

o
i B
£
2
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garticularly secret prayer. O ty children, let no
day, nor morning’ nor.evening, pass without your
minding and performing this duty ; the necessity

for it is urging, the henefit is very great. I might.

make use of a great many arguments to press you
to this, but I must not swell the bulk of this
little design too much, I will therefore only
yuention these two : »

(1.) Unless you make conscience of praying to
God on earth, youw shall never praise him in
heaven. 4

(2.) If you seek not the blessing of God by

prayer, you shall surely be heirs of his curse, and
(if this will be of any weight with you) you will
at last oblige me, your poor, sinful, earthly fathet,
who am obliged now daily to pray for a blessing:
upon you from God, to join with our heavenly,
Father, in giving you my ctirse also, though you'
be my ‘own children; and is not this dreadful
to think upon? I beseeeh you, therefore, as
you would avoid and escape the curse of both
your heavenly and earthly father, neglect not
secret prayer.

8. Be not cold and formal in your prayers and
other religious duties, but strive to be in earnest
in them all; have your whole hearts and souls

_._ o T T
P
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engaged and employed in’ the duties you are called
unto, considering that you are worshipping a holy,

jealous, heart-searching Godyand that you are

working for a great prize, even for an eternal
kingdom,

. 9. Labour, I beseech you, to have your souls
deeply impressed with a religious regard for thg
Sahbath day, striving to double your diligence im
all religious duties upon that day, and avoiding,
all carnal exercises, such as vain and unprofitable,
discourse about the world and worldly affairs, idle
and garnal mirth and jesting, and in short every,
thing that may, have a tendency to draw away
your mind from God, to mar a spiritual frame, or
to hinder spirifual exercises ; and as much as may
be, endeayour to spend the whole day in religioug
exercises, one after,another. Labour also to be in
a religious frame throughout the whole day; and
in order hereunto, be sure that, it be among your
petitionsto God oy the Saturday evening, before you
go to rest, that he may give you a rehglous frame

of spirit befitting his own holy "day; and watch

agamst everything that may be diverting. En-
deavour also to have all- your worldly matters so
composed the week before the Sabbath come, that

¥ they. may not be a gnare to your souls, by distracts
4%
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ing your minid with care about them. Think it not
enough that you perform stated duties, publiof
private, and secret‘on that day, but remember and
believé it, that the great Creator of the world and
Redeemer of your souls requires a good, honest}
faithful day’s work at your hands on that day.
€onsider who will reap the benefit of your diligence/
or suffer by your lazy negligence, in‘your Sabbath
days. Consider further the sweet, spiritual fellowz
ghip with God, and spiritual refreshment that may bé
enjoyed on d well'spent Sabbath; besides the hopes
of an eternal Sabbath’of rest with God in heaven?
And moreover this is the best way to obtiin thé
blessing of God upon your whole week’s, yea your
whole life’s business and employment. Whereas
if you neglect the Lord’s holy day here upon
earth, you may "get a curse entailed upon your
person and business through your life; and at last
be eternally excluded from an endless Sabbath off
rest in glory above. I recommend unto your

frequent and serious perusal those Seriptures

where the Sabbath is pressed and recommended

to the people of God. for their observation, such as

Isa. lvi. and lviii. chapters, Neh. xiii., Jer. xvii.,

with other places, besides the fourth command-

ment, which ‘you will meet with in your readimg
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the Scriptures., In short you may'judge of the
truth of your grace and goodfiess oh your spiritual
estate, by considering your religious regard or
ginful disregird of the Lord’s holy day. Be suré
to abstaid from gadding abroad in civil (I. may
call them profane) visits on that day. This practicé
proves an occasion of profaning the Sabbathi many
ways by thought, word, and deed. Therefore if
you have not the opportunity of ‘public "worship,
keep close at home, unless you are in duty called
in & Way of necessity or mercy, and ‘even then you
had need to be upon your watch against profaning
the Sabbath by carnal, idle, unprofitable conversa-
tion, '
« 10: My dear children, I also beseech you to
strive to be spiritually minded, to have yotr
hearts, thoughts, cares, and concerns most upon
gpiritual things. Labdur to accustom yourselves
habitually to spend your leisure hours, wherein
you are eased from your worldly employments,
in such exercises as may be edifying, as reading
the Scriptures and other good books. Particulaily
endeavour by reading, meditation, and discourse,
to grow in the knowledge ‘of the principles of thé
holy Christian réligion, that you may be ‘able to
serve God with understanding, and’ to discern
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between truth and érror in matters of Christian .edification; butalso the edification of your children

faith, This is especially needful in this age, when
dangerous errors do so much abound in the world,

and I am afraid, are creeping too much among
professors of the true religion. For this purpose I
recommend it to you to acquaint yourselves well
with our Confession of Faith,the Larger and Short-
er Catechisms, together with. My. Vincént’s explan-
ation of the Shorter Catechism, which in my opinion
is the best that I have seen of the kind. Let
these things be the matter of your diversion and
recreation, when others afe taken up. with their
mirth, songg, and other unprofitable diversions, or
even in a lazy, inactive resting of their weary
bodies. Something of this discreetly used will at
once rest your toiled bodies, and recreate, refreshy
restore, and edify your spent spirits and weary
minds. Be ready to take notice of any point ‘in
religion, especially such as relate to practical, ex-
perimental religion, ¥ say, take notice of such
particularg as you do not rightly understand, tha(;
youmay take an opportunity to propose them toSomg
understanding, godly Christian, who may instruct
and inform you better about them : but avoid cu-
rious, unprofitable questions which tend to puzzle
rather than edify. Consider, not only your gwn

and families, if ever you have any, depends upon
your growth and increase in knowledge ; for how
shall you instruct your children in the thmgs con-
cerning the kingdom of .God, if "you, through lazi-
ness, remain unacquainted with them yourselves?
I am afraid many parents and children do tumble
down blindfolded into hell, for want of knowledge
in the parents, who, through their own laziness and
negligence, remain ignorantof the great concerns of
theirsouls, and consequently are incapable of giving
necessary instructions to their children. Besides,
how many are led away with error and delusion,

_for want of a competent foundation of true Chris-

tian knowledge, even where there were means and
opportunities to obtain it, through mere lazines3
to use the means, or being top much taken up
with idle company and unprofitable recreations !
11. My next advice to you, my dear children]
is to set the glory of God, and your own and
others’ salvation, before you, as the chief ends of
all that you do in the world. Your eating and
drinking, your labour and rest, yea; your very
pleasure and recreation, should be all ordered so
as that they miy be a means to prombote God’s’
glory and your own salvation. Therefore, accor
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dingly, resolve with yourselves never to put your
hands to aty thing, but what may bear a due
subordination to 'these ends, and watchfully ert
deavour to have them in view, or something visibly
:tending ‘that way, as to évery business of moment
that you undertake ; and be sure you'ngver allow
yourselves. in any thing, small or great, that is
contrary to them. The advantage of this advice
well and closely followed, will be exceedingly great.
For

(1.) You may warrantably go to God by prayer
for his blessing to succeed you in all such unders
takings.

(2.) You may, in the name of the great and Al-
mighty Jehovah, set about every thing which you
thus propose.

(8.). Youmay be sure of success so far as will or
can consist with either your real advantage or
_God’s, glory, for these two never can nor shall be
diyided,-in the concerns of God’s children whilé
they pursus these erds.,

(4) Even-in the case of a disappointment and
frustration of your purpuse, it shall be found in,
the issue to have been brought about for your
advantage, though at present it be never so dis-
tressing and afflicting ; whereas, on the other hand;
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though all youw do were ld¥ful and duty, and
:though you were still successful and prosperous in
.yourundertakings; yet, if you aim not at the glory
of God and your own salvation as the gréat end
of all, if you.do not repent and reform, eternal
disappointment shall be your lot.

. It is true, it is not possiblé for you expressly to
hink of God’s glory and your own salvation, af
the beginning of every little action or undertaking ;
but you must watehfully endeavour, (1.) To think
yery often of these ends as your ends in what you
-are engaged in.  (2.) To propose them in all affairs
of moment. (8.) Strive to leave nothing undone
thatis in your power, that is likely to promote these
greatends. And,(4)) Youmust watehfully guard
against every thing thatis contrary to them. I will
illustrate this matter by this easy similitude; the
trusbandman’s principal end as such, in all his
labour, is to provide for his family ; it is not ne-
cegsary for him to think of 'this end at every little
minute part of his work, every new'ridge of land
that he plows, or every joint of fence which he
makes, &o., yet he willHe_careful to observe the
foregoing particulars in prosecuting the work of
his husbandry ; even so, my dear cbildren, do ye
in all ye do. I will close this advice with this
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short” argument ;' the more earnestly, and fre-
quently, and industriously you eye God’s glory in
what you do,-thé more tenderly will he regard
our good ,profit and.comfort in all, things, in time
and eternity. i .

12. T intreat you to keep'a.strict watch against
.the sing, lusts, and temptations, that *bybexperien;e,
‘you observe to prevail-most.easily against you ; whe-
ther the advantage which such a sin hath aghinst
youybe owing to your temper, condition in-the
world, your employment, company,.or whatever it
be. Isay, watch against thie sin that easily besets
you ; and this will keep you from innun,lerable sins
morey; which would unavoidably follow upon this
when yielded to. _Keep as far from the occasion of
such sins as'possibly you can ; never cast nor allow
yourselves'in the .way of any temptations when yau
cdn ‘avoid it. If Providende:bring a temptatioh
upon you, you may hope for strength to résist and
dvercome it, but if you bring,a temptation in your
ovai way, take heed lest it overcdme and- ensnare
you. W :

13. T beseech you, my dear children, strive t4
have a tender conscience with respect to sin and
duty; that is, let your consciences-be kept alwayd
sbiawake and sensible. as to be quickly and easily
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~rounded and pricked even with small sing, or the

meglect of small duties, or those that are so-ac-
‘counted commonly in the world. Letnot the small-
ness of a sin encoutage you to’commit- it, nor the
sgnallness of a duty encourage you to neglect
it, lest you find the small sins to ‘bring great
guilt along with” them. My dear children, you
#ill not find that there is a little or #n easy hell
wherein to punish these little sins; and besides;
one of these little sins presufaptuously committed,
becomes. greater -than a great sin comrhitted
through the surprise of a strong, sudden, surprising
temptation : there are. millions of souls now in
endless tofment; who were never guilty 6f any sing
but such as by the world are reckoned: small.
14. In whatever condition or station, you.be in
the world, be diligent in the-pursuit of ‘the busi-
ness of your state and calling ; idleness, laziness;
tind carelessness are not only great sins in them-
selves, but also the eause of innumerable more.;
therefore be industrious, diligent, and frugal im-
provers of your time, talents, and abilities of both
body and mind, for God’s glory, and “the good of*
yourselves and others. If you had a kingdom, a
province, or a country for an inheritance, and,if
all the inhabitants thereof were your seryantsy yet
5




60 THE "POOR ORPHAN'S LEGACY. -

it would be Yyour indispensable ‘dutyfrugally-and
diligently to improve your'time and talents for
the glory of God who gave them, and tue good
of the geheration you live in ; much more, as the
case with. you now is, and is likely to be in the
avorld, that you must depend upon your industry,
care, and diligence, as a means, under God, for
your daily bread, like other poor people in the
world. Besides, honest industry and diligence
in an honest employment, though never'so mean,
is cdbfomendable and honourable in the sight of
God and man ; whereas carelessness, idleness, and
gloth are scandalous and discommendable in the
eyes of all, and bring unavoidably a whole train
of other sins along with them, as I hinted before.
For first, they commonly bring on want; want
tempts to sinful shifts; these lead.to lying and
perjury, to avoid, reproach and punishment,
Yea, further, idleness and sloth shpt.up the bowels
of compassion in those who are able to relieve;
whereas every one mill be liberal to the frugal and
diligent when they are in want. And finally,
those who are idle from their duty and lJawful
employment, cannot be idle from sin ; for man is
by nature such an active creature, that he cannot
be wholly idle. If he be not employed in what is

.
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good and cotiméndable, he will* be employed in
vice and sin.

15. Make conscience of the duties of- all the
relations you are in, or at any time shall be in..

- Every relation that you are in, calls for a whole

train of duties, and all these duties mast be ac<
companied with, and proceed from a principle of "
true Christian charity or love to the party to whom
you are related, suitable to the relation; or else
the duty, though materially performed, is not ac-
ceptable in thesight of God, nor can the relation
be comforiable and agreeable to you.

16. Let humility, mortification, and self-denial
be carefully studied and practised by you. This
threefold lessort you will find very difficult, by
reason of the direct and violent opposition that'is
between it and the old man, or your corrupt
nature ; but the necessity is as great as the, diffi-
culty. No salvation without it. Rom. viii. 13
Mark viii. 84. No grace, no virtue can be
genuine and true, withogt this threefold compan-
Son. You must either be humble and base in
your own eyes, or the Alniighty will abase, humble,
and degrade you to eternity. You must éither
mortify your lusts, or théy will mortify and kill
you outright for ever-and ever. You must either
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deny yourselves, or Christ will deny and reject
you at the day of judgment. Let not the diffi-.
culty nor irksomeness of the work discourage you;
for, if you set about it in good earnest, the omni-.
potent Spirit will give his assistance, and thereby,
make you successful and vietorious; and more-
over you will find a heavenly pleasure in it that
will more than counterbalance all the irksome-
ness and ungratefulness of it; besides that it is
ungrateful ¢nly to your corrupt part that must be
ctucified, but it will be life, health, and plea-
suré to the inward part, whlch only is worthy tq
live.

17. Be cheerfully content with your lot in the:
world ; bring your mind to your condition, and
never kgrudg’e/ that you cannot bring your condi--
tion to.your mind. (1.). Cousider, for your help;
that whatever afflicting circumstances be in your
condition, you deserve infiuitely worse for your
sins. (2.) That there are many in the world in a
worse condition than you. (3.) You may be yet
in a worse condition by far than what you are now
in. (4.) That whatever apprehensions carnal
-sense may have of your condition, yet if you be-
long to God, the condition you are in is the very
Jbest that for the present you can be in; that is,

-
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your hedvenly Father kdows that condition for the
présent to be most meet for you ; and if you belong
notto God, viz., by true conversion, yor may reckornt
it a great mercy that you are yet out of hell ; and
you have more reason to be concerned for your sins
ful, dangerous state, than for any afflicting circums
stance in your worldly concerns. (5.) Your
troubles and grievances will woon be over; and
perhaps sooner than you are aware of, either by
death, or by a turn of divine providence. (6.)
Be more in meditating on what is merciful in,
your lot, in order to thanksgiving, than on
what is afflicting, to feed your murmuring, repin¢
ing humour.

18. Thankfully receive and wisely unprove

-what good things God in his' providende gives

you to enjoy, gnarding ngainst-all extremes in the
yse and enjoyment of them. Neither spend themr
upon your lusts in a'w'ay of prodigality or pro-
fuseness, nor withhold more than is meet, in a
coyetous, penurious manner. Neither despise tem-
poral mercies, nor set your heart§ and affections
too much upon them; so s to alienate them from-
God, your chiefest good, but prizé and improve.
them ag Divine mercies in their kmd as argu-

ments to persuade you to love God more ands
b#*
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setve him'bétter,as an evidente of your thankful--
ness for therh ; and particularly I exhort you, with
a cheerful.and pious heart to bestow of your
substance upon pious and dharitable uses, as the
Lord shall bless and prosper you in your endea-
vours. Grudge not what the Lord requires to be
given out for the relief of the poor and needy ; or
for the maintaining or promoting the true interest
of religion.

19. Do all the good offices which may lie in’
your power, to all persons, yet so as not to let
one duty interfere with another, but still the
lesser give way to the greater; neither let the
remembrance of a past injury hinder you to do a
present duty ; nor endeavour to recompense evil
Jor evil, but rather imitate your Father which is in’
heaven, by forgiving injuries, rendering good for.
evil, and blessing for cursing. Yet be wary and’
wisely cautious of such whom you have just reason
to suspect, not being too credulotis, lest you fool-
ishly expose yourselves to the wicked, injurioud'
designs of ill-disposed persons, pretending love,
‘and intending mischief. Strive to love and
do good to all, even the worst, but trust and’
confide in none but itpon a good rational ground.
Gredaliah’s too good opinion of Ishmael proved an

-
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Jinlet to his own murder, which (otherwife he

might have prevented, Jer. x1. 18, and xli. 1, 2.
You-had need of, the serpent’s wisdom as well, as
the dove’s innocency, especially in this .age, when
ingenuity and candour are so scarce and rare.

(?0 In the minagement of all your actions and
concerns with, others about the things of this
world, I intreat you to study -uprightness and,
equity with great watchfulness and tenderness:
Guard against your being biassed in your judg-
ment, in favour of your own interest,-by carnal
self-love, which too often blinds our eygs, ands
hinders us clearly to see and impartially to judge
in matters wherein we ourselves are in any respect
partles concerned. Resolve therefore with yqur-
selves in the fear of the Lord, never to allow
yourselves to say or do any thing in favour of your-
selves or your own interest, when it unjustly
tends to hurt_your nelghbour Let all that you~
do, wherein any person or persons besides your-
selves are concerned, be, as far as possible, re-
gulated by the great law of love,  Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself:”” which our Lord.
(Matt. vii. 12) explains with admirable- clearness-
thus, « Therefore all things whatsoever ye would,
that men should do unto you, do ye, even. so, to.
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them.” . Ard for your help I would offer these
two ot three things:

(1.) Think with yourselveihow you would judge
of such an affair, if you were in your neighbour’s
place and condition, and he in yours; how yot
would or could reasonably expect or desire of him,
if your soul were in his soal’s stead.

(2.) Let it not suffice t0 satisfy your conséience
that what you do is either justifiable by the law
or custom of the country where you dwell, or
even by the law of jugtice in relation to stich a
matter, unless it be also according to the aforemen-
tioned 14w of love ; that is, unless what you do be
consistent with true love and sincere good-will to
tlte person you have to do with; for yoi must
know that this great law of love obliges us to
many thidgs towards our neighbour, which justice
itself, abstractly considered, does not oblige us
to. I will héré give you one Seripture example’:
wher Joseph, the espoused husband’of the virgin

|’\Iary, discovered that she was with child, and
|knew not that it was of the Holy Ghost, he was
resolvéd to put her away as the law had provided
in thét case, Deut. xxiv.1. Now although, consid-
ering the heinousness of the supposed crime, Joseph
could not have beerin the least ¢ensured, as acting

.
g
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unjustly, if he had, upon supposition of the sus<
pected crime, made her a public.example as the
law had directed ; yet behold his singuldr tender-
ness toward the person, who (as he thought) had
so wickedly injured him. He was‘resolved to put
her away privately,"and so to expose her as little
as he could; which could proceed from nothing
else but an overruling law of love written in hig
heart, constraining him to abate from a rigoroug
Pprosecution, which in justice he might have donef
if matters had been as at first he apprehended ;
for .his being a just man is given as:the reason of:
his singular lenity towards his (supposed unchaste)
spouse. The case ,of the Samaritan that fell
among thieves in the parable, is also,applicable
here.

(8.) It might be of use also to regulate yous
judgment and practice in your dealings and
actings with others, and so preserve you from
partial bias in favour of your own sel-interest, if
you would, in any case or business wherein others
as well as yourselves are concerned, I say, if you
would make, the supposition that our Lord Christ
were now upon earth, as once he was, and you had
an opportunity to ask him how you ought to act
in such or such a case, or towards such ¢r such.a
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neighbbur' ; I say, if you would seriéusly enquire
at yourselves, what most probably he would direct
you unto, it might be of use to free your judg-
inent of sinful bias in favour of yourselves to
your neighbour’s prejudice ; for you now have his
law 4nd his deputy, viz., Jour conscience, as in-
fornied by his law, to direct you in all cases
whatsbever.

(4.) Consider seriously what we are taught in
the ¢lose of the book of Eeclesiastes, that God will
bring everything into judgment, &c. And we may
be sure that Whatever sin we are guilty of through'
the influence of any sinful bias, it will be laid
open; 4nd further that such errors in our judg-
ment will be so far from excusing us before hig
tribunal, that they themselves will be found to be
sing of a deep dye;’being the genuine fruit of
sinful self-love. Consider also that our ipartial
Judge is our daily witness, all sur ways are beford
him, and he pondereth all our goings ; and there:
fore as a conclusion to this advice,’let what the
wise man suggesteth, Prov. x. 9, be carefully re-
membered and observed, ¢ He that walketh up-
tightly walketh surely.”

21. My dear children, I earnestly obtest you,
as you would desire a divine blessing from on
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high, upon your persons and concerns, seek
counsel from God in all your projects and de-
signs ; and strive to bé holy and pure in all yous
motives and inténtions. And beware that whilg
you seek God’s counsel, you do not take your own

.instead of his; that is, take heed, lest after you

have sought cougsel of God by prayer, you yield
and hearken to what carnal stnse and reason ad-
vise, rather than to what is offered from a more
heavenly source, or upon more heavenly and pure
considerations. Much care and circumgpeclion
there is need of here, lest your wicked apd de-
ceitful heart delude you, and make, you to believe
that to be the advice and, counsel of God,-which is
only founded upon consulting with flesh and blood.

Here let me exhort you never tg forbear a plain
duty because of the difficulty or danger that may
seem to attend it, nor to commit a sin or even run
the risk of a dangerous temptation for a worldly
advantage. How had Lot almost perished in the
destruction of Sodom, as a consequence of his
associating himself with those reprobates, from
worldly congiderations! And particularly, my dear
children, I beseech you for the Lord’s sake, consult
not too much with flesh and blood in your making
choice of a yoke fellow with whom to-live in a

THE LIBRARY,
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N
state of wedlock. Beware, T beséech you, of being
determined in your cboxce, either by that violent,
blind, unreasonable thing called love, which so:
o/ften prevailg'over young persons, to their greatly
endatgering of both present and future comfort.
Beware also of beibg principally determined in this
choice by the alluring prospects of honour and
.grandeur, or of riches and the pelf of this world,
without_due regard to trué’ vittue and piety. I
intreat yoit as you regard 'your duty to (iod, your
own ‘true comfort in this life; as you regard the
happiness of the world to edme, after a godly life
here in" this world; as you wegard the duty of
Christian parents to their seed and offspring not
yet begotten or thought of, let the reasonable
appearance of true virtue and piety; together with
the reasonable prospect of living together in- the
fear of God, and in true conjugal peace,love; and
‘concord, be the motives to determine’ you in” your
‘choice ‘of 4. persons with' whom to live in a wedlock
state. Consider, dear children, it is not for a year
.or an apprenticeship, but for lifeand posterity
“that you.make thik bargain or contract ; "your chil-
«dren not yet 'begotten are concernedin it; their
Christiin education, in a great: measure, depends
-upon it; and: therefore, if in any concern of life

~
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Jou have fieed 6f Divine counsel and cortduct, yow
have need of (it in this. And here I will, for youn
instruction; endeavour to show ,you how far you
may and ought to gllow the consideration of a
worldly interest to influence your choice; for it
should not be wholly left out of outthought in the
management. of this‘momentous affair. If thera
be = rational persuasion of true virtue,and piety
in the party proposed to-join with, it is needfud
to consider if there be such a measure:of the good:
things of this world, as may found a rational hope
that ydur lives may be comfortable, and not miser.
able through pinching straits and wants. Of
this if theres be a prospect well; and the more
liberal the prospect is, the better, and the more
feason to be thankful; but-if the scargity of
these thipgs be sq great on both stdes that there
its a yisible hazard of your condition in the world,,
its’ being made worse or more miserable through

mant than it is likely to. be in a single state, .I;

would advise you to forbear; at least for a while,
though the party'may appear to.be truly.deserving;
for it will be but little comfort to either of you,
that by being joined together, and so having youn
charge increased, the condition of both be made

more miserable in this respect than it might have
6
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been apatt. But, on the other hand, if the rational
certain presumption of virtue-and piety be w‘ranting»,
I entreat you, let not the pelf of .this world allure
you or determine* your choice, lest you be guilty
of sacrificing- your conscience, peace, yea, and sal-
vation, to the Iust of covetousness. Ponder-these
things well at the first motion, beforé fawey, conceit}
or affection grow too strong ; and be earnest with
God, by prayer, that lLemay guide, bound, and
regulate* your love,’and then your love, in order
to marriage, will be such as.becomes Christians
who have alzeady espoused themselves, and given
their choicest love to Christ their spiritual Hus-
band in the marriage’ covenant of grace, and so
are unchangeably resolved never to make another
marriage that is inconsistent with, br will prove
dishonourable to the former, or hinder you to per-
form any duty to your §piritual Bridegroom:

22. My Qear children, I in the last place intreat
and beseech you, if it should please the Lord to
spare 'you alive, and by his providefice to bfing
you into a married state, that with full purpose of
heart, you apply yourselves to the faithful and
diligent discharge of all the various. duties that
will be incumbent upon you in that relation. I
-might’ here enlarge at considetable ‘length, but

L3
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that T neither design, nor inclime‘to enlarge thid
Jittle performance much more than it is alreadys
,And therefore briefly: {

(1.)~Be wisely careful to cherish-and cultivate

.conjugal love with your yoke-fellow in the mats

xrimdnial bond ; and endeavour by all means to have
niatters so ordered by and between you, a8 that
you may be mutual helps -and comforts to each’
#rher i respect of all concerns both spiritual.and
temporal ; let much of jour conversation, whed
together, relate to another*world, as becomes those’
JWho are fellow-heirs of the same grace of life ;'
.and, withal carefully and constantly avoiding every
(thing in. your behaviour that may in the least
gavour of disesteem, contempt, of 'alienation ofs
dreart or affectiorf in any degree. t
' (2.) Asa main part of your work and duty, in
.that relation, endeavour that your families may be
sordered and ruled in the fear of God, particularly
1by a constant and stated performance of family
.worship mbrning and evening ; as #lso, as much asg
‘you can, promote and encourage the practice
of secret,religion by all that shall be under yout:
«care, not neglecting the same yourselves. Beware
‘lest the hurry and. care of worldly business distract
¢your, minds and alienate your hearts from theses




64 THE .POOR ORPHAN’S-LEGACY.

things. Beware also of growing lifeless and formal ;
keep still: the first of -these exhortations fresh in
your minds ; endeavour to: have both your own
hearts, and the Hearts of your family set upon God
and godliness; and then youmay, with a great deal
of assurance, depend upon God for his Divine
blessifig and protection. Be industrious alse ih‘the
use of all proper means, whereby the knowledge of
God and the things of God maygrow in your own
minds and. the minds of those under your care;and
discourage all vicibus and Sinful prdctices, by ani-
madverting with a prudent severity apon -all in-
stances of it in those under your care; remembering,
as a spur to these duties, that i a measure you 4re
intrusted with the charge of the souls of all the
members of your damilies, and that you must
render an acgpunt of your stewardship. And*
(8.) If it shall please the:Lord to bless you with
children, let a tender regard to their sbuls stir you
up to- great, diligence in all parental duties, es-
-pecially those which relate to their spiritual edifica-
tion and future estate. Especially endeavour to get
them taught the knowledge of the principleg of
the Christian faith; and to have them'effectually
and heartily engaged to the love and practice of
boliness.in all the+parts of it, and to avoid and
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hate all sin and vice; that so you may be the
happy instruments of their salvation and-eternal
life, as you were the means in the hand of Prov-
idence of their natural life and being: Oh!let not
your care and strength be so wholly taken up in
providing for their outward man, as to mneglect
their better part. If you could leave them never
so much in the world, yet-if through your neglect
they. should come short-of eternal life,it wilafford
but & very sorrowful reflection: Besides, let the
manifold examples of graceless children, their

sproving a disgrace gnd eproach to their parentsy

and a .crushing of their spirits in their 6ld
age> and gray hairs, so alarm you to .watchfuls
nesg and diligence inh these duties, that none of your
children may through your megligence prove thus
graceless ; and-then supposing the. worst, you will
enjoy. peack in. your'own conscienes, in.so far as
you have ‘been conscientions in your duty, thongh
withguat success. Let also the considération of the
great joy and comfort that aged parents do partake
of, ag a fruit of their faithful and successful endea-
vours in teaching their children the fear of the
Lord, when they behold them to be loved and es-
teemed by all good men here, and ean rejoice in the
hope gf* seeing them eternally happy in heaven

<
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above ; I say; let this consideration animate and
quicken your .diligence ih these. things. ‘

My dear children, I shall forbear further td
enlarge, and commend you to the Lord and to the
word of his grace, which is able to keep you from
falling, to guide you through this evik.world, and to-
preserve you safe unto his.heavenly kingdom. Ts-
‘teem these -instructions ag coming from a dying
-fathier ; for who knows how soon it may be so 7 And:
" when-. this domes to-pass; it is a hundred to ome if.
githier T be able to give, or you present t6 receive
instructions of this kind ; or if you were, you could
fiot. possibly retain the twentieth part in order of
what' I here offer ; and therefore, in tender regard
and concern for your welfare, I have: endeavoured
to provide and lay up this little legacy for you
before I die ;~which, if it-please the Lord to follow'
it with hiablessing, may-afford you more profit and
domfort than if I had silver and gold, land and
possessions to distribute among you by my last
will and testament.

That my God and my'fathet’s God, even. that
Gad who hath been remarkable to me in a cons
tinued series of singular gracious conduct in his
providence ever hitherto, and I hope will be my
guide unto my dying day; even that Giod who

' THE POOR ORPHAN'S LEGACY. 67
hath honoured me to be an office-bedrer in his
house, (in myself one of the most unworthy that
ever he thus called and ewployed,) that this very
God may be also your God by an everlasting and
well ordered covenant, is and shall be, my dearly
beloved children, my prayer for you while I live.

P. 8. If you do not follow your father’s advice
and counsel in these twenty-two particulars, by a
sincere endeavour to put them in practice, beware.
lest they follow you to the judgment and be a witnesg
against you ; and therefore I entreat you thatsyou
would desire and hope for your heavenly Father’s
blessing as well as mine. When these counsels shall
come to your hands, be careful to read and peruse
them frequently ; oblige yourselves by a firm reso-
lution to read, them seriously over, once every
month, for some time, until you have the seope
and substance of %the whole well rooted in your
memories ; that so you may be able to reduce
them to practice upon all suitable oceasions. How
much will you be to blame, if, after I have been
at pains to prepare these counsels for you, you be
go slothful and negligent as not to acquaint your-
selves with them, in order to practice!
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