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UPON THE

Faith of Affurance.

II. PETER, i. 10,

Wherefore the rather, Brethren, give Diligence to
make your Calling and Eleétion fure: Fur if ye do
thefe Things ye fhall never fall

S HE Faith of Affurance is, un»
% doubtedly, one of the greateil
and higheft Attainments that a
% Chriftian can arrive at, in this
Life, The Matter about which
it is converfant, is of the greateft
Moment and Importance, even

«our eternal Peace and Happinefs : And therefore it

cannot but highly concern us all, to have our Un-
derftandings well inftructed, and our Judgments
rightly and truly informed, conecerning the Nature

.of shis Aflurance, and the true Mgthod of obtaining
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(4)
it: And therefore, I hope it may be an edifying
and profitable Entertainment, to give you fome In-
fru&tions, concerning this great and important Sub-
jeét; and accordingly have made choice of this
Text, upe + which to found our following Difcourfe
ir. Relation hereunto,

In the foreguing Part of this Chapter, the Apof-
tle, after the inicription of the Epiftle, and his hea-
venly Salutation, in the two firft Verfes, proceeds
to mention {fome of the great Benefits and Privile-
ges which thofe Chriftians, to whom he writes,
were favoured with ; fuch as the Knowledge of Chriff,
and thereby all Things pertaining to Life and Gordli-
nefs, the precious Promifes of the Gofpel, and regenera-
ting Grace, which he calls the divine Nature, in
ver, 3 and 4. He then goes on to exhort them to
join the Practice of all other Graces and Chriftian
Virtues to their Faith, as neceflary to evidence the.
Truth of it, ver. 5, 6, 7.

In the two next following Verfes he inforceth his
Exhortation, by laying before them, on the one
Hand, the Advantage of their fo doing, and on
~the other, the D:ifadvantage of negleCling it,
Saith he, g thefe Things, viz. thofe Graces and Vir-
tuous Praétices, be i1 you and abound, they make you
that ye fball neither be barren nor unfruitful in the
Knowledge of our Lord fefus Chrift.  But he, that
lacketh thefe Things, is blind and cannot fee afar off,
und hath forgotten that he was purged frem bis old
Sins, 1. €, By his Practice he declares, that he hath
forgotten the Obligation he is under, to live and
bchave as -becomes one who profefieth himfelf ta
have been cleanfed from Sin, by Juftification and
Sanctification,

Tur
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Tur Words f our Text are an Inference from
what went before, the Scope and Defign whereof
is, further and more rffcitually, to engage thefe Be-
lievers in the Zxercife wid Praltice of the foremei:-
tioned Graces; as if he nad faid, feeing it is by the
afliduous and perfevering Pradtice of thefe Things,
that you can expect to arvive at a well grounded
Certainty of your gracious Siate, and fure Intereft
in ele¢ting Love; See that you be diligent to feck
this Aflurance, by ftriving to perfevere and increafe
in the Exercife and Practice of thefe Graces.

From the Words thus briefly opened up, thefe
two following Daéirines are plain and obvious.

Dsctrine 1. TuaT the regular and rational
Way for a Perfon to know that he is ele¢ted unto
everlafting Life, is firft to make fure Work of his
Calling or Converfion. We are in the Text, ex-
horted to make firft our Calling, and then our
Ele&ion fure. As the Order of the Words
feem to point out this Obfervation unto us, fo the
Nature of the Things fignified by them, together
with the Scope of the Text, make it evident, The
eternal Decree of EleGion being in itfelf fuch
a Secret, that no finite Creature can immediately
pry into it ; It remains, that the only rational Way
of coming to the Knowledge of our Intereft in it,
muft be, by fecking and obtaining & Difcovery of
Something, that is infeparably conneéed therewith:
now our Converfion or effe¢tual Calling being in-
feparably connected with our Eleftion unto ever-
lating Life, as a proper Fruit and Effe& thereof,
as we may fee in Rom. viil, 29. it natively and
evidently follows, that if we can cr may be fure of
sur Converfion or Regencration, we may by infal
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(63

lible Confequence, be as {ure of our Intereft in E-
lecting Love. Hence

Learn, TuaT fuch Perfons who puzzle and dif-
courage themfcives or others, with anxious and im-
pertinent Doubts and Queries, whether they be
eleéted unro Everlafting Life or no; as if this were
needful to be known in order to their Encourage-
ment to their Duty, or the Ufe of the appointed
Means, in order to their Salvation: I fay, fuch take
a very wrong and prepofterous Way cof managing
their Souls Concerns, in which they can never ex-
pect to be fuccefsful ; but rather, while they conti-
nue in Purfuit of this Method, are in Danger of
cutting themfelves out of that Salvation they feem
fo much to defire, Be perfuaded then, O Chrifti-
an! firfl to make fure of thy Converfion, and then
thou fhalt have no room left for any Doubts about
thine Election.

Dostrine II. TaAaT a full Aflurance, an infal-
lible and certain Knowledge of our being in a State
of Grace, that we are eleced to eternat Life, and
fhall come to Glory at the laft, is in itfelf, attain-
able by the truc Believer, in this Life, in the dili-
gent Ufe of ordinary Mcans, and by the ordinary
Help of the holy Spirit, without immediate Revela-
tion or infallible Infpiration.

Twuis Do&rine is, I think, very clearly and
plainlv contained in the Text; for when the infpi-
red Apoftle exhorts Believers to give Diligence, ta
make thetr Calling and Eleétion fure, it plainly im-
plies, that what he exhorts to, is practicabiz; and
that their Diligence in this Matter, is to be imploy-
ed in ufing of fuch Mcthods and Meano as were
within their Reach,  We have allo a pml ¢l Ex-
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hoxtation in Hebr. vi. 11. And we defire that eve-

7y one of you do fhew the ﬁme Dzlzgenc‘e, 10 tbe Sull
Affurance of Hope unto the End.

I MmrcuT bring many other Scriptures for Proof
of this Do&rme, fuch as Rom. viii. 16. 1 Cor. fi.
12, 1 Fobn iii. 14. &r. But I think it needlefs
“to infift longer, in Proof of a Doélrine, in which
all found Proteftants are fo well agreed.

I wirL therefore proceed to handle this Point
of Truth, as the Lord may enable me, in the fol-
lowing Method

I. Twill endeavour to remove fome mifiaken Ap-
prebenfions aéout this great and bigh flttam~
ment.

II. Lay down forsz Inftruétions, or Obfervations,
concerning the Nature of this Affurance, and the
rational Foundationy according to Scripture, upon
which it is built,

III. Propofc fame Scripture Marks, er Charafters,
whereby a Chriftian may examine lng[e/f, in
order to attain this Affurauce,

| V. Give ﬁ:me Inftruttions or Directions kow to
attain it.
V. How to maintain and keep ity when it is
attained.
| 3
V1. Inquire into the Reafons, why fo many Profef-
fors, yea, true Beliswers, do not arrive this
Len,vt.

Ay vII
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VIL. Shew, bhow great a Sin and Difadvantage it
is, to be flack and flotnful in endeavouring to ob-

 tain it 5 and then conclude, with fome brief Im-
provement,

I. According to the Method propofed, Iwﬂl en-
deavour to remove fome Miftakes, about a Chritti-
an Affurance of Grace and Glory,

Miftake 1. Is that of Papifts who teach, that
there is no Certainty or Affurance of Salvation to
be had in this Life ; but that ftill the Chriftian hath
Ground of Doubt in this Matter? To which I
may add, thofe that go into the Arminian Scheme,
and deny the Perfcverance of the Saints, who of
Courfe muft deny all Aflurance of Salvation in this
Life, even altho”a Chriftian werc fure of his graci-
ous State for the prefent: Becaufe, according to
them, the true Belxevpr may totally fall away and
perifh 5 contrary to Jobn x. 28, 29. I give unta
tbem Eternal Life, ana’ tlmy Shall never perifh, &c.
and Rom. viil. 1. There is therefore now no Condem-
nation tg them that are in C/Jr 1t “Yefus, &e.

Mifiake 2. Another Mxﬂake which, I am afraid,
keeps back and difcourages many true Chriftians
from that diligent and vigorous Endeavour after
Aflurance, which we all ought to pradtife, is this,
They apprehend that Affurance of Grace and eter-
- Life is {o hxgh arduous and difficult to attain, that
1t would be in vain for them to attempt it ; that it
15 a diftinguifhing Favour granted only to fome fe-
le& Chriftians, which others of a common Rank
cannot well expe&t. Andtherefore, feeing Saliition
may be had and obtained, by the Faith of Adhe-
rence, without Aﬁurance, they think it is as good

for them to content. themfelves without i, dol tfo
ofe
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lofe their Pains in feeking what they defpair to
obtain,

For removing this hurtful Miftake, I would of-
fer thefe Things to be confidered.

1. To argue thus, is to difpute about a plain -
commanded Duty, which cannot but be wrong,
The Command makes it our Duty to feek it, a]tho’
we fhould never attain it,

2. In the Nature of it, its not fo arduous or dif-
ficult, but that it is in itfelf attainable by Diligeace,
altho’ every true Chriftian doth not actually attainit.

{.) Slacknefs in the Ufe of Means, through Sloth
or Defpondency, is a great and principal Caufe why
fo few atiain it.  Then fhall ye know, if ye follow on
to know the Lord. Hofea, vi. 3. o

4. O Chriftian ! who trufteft to be faved by thy
Faith of Adherence, How doft thou know, or art
thou aflured, that thou haft the true Faith of Ad-
herence ! If thou- art fure that thou haft the Faith
of Adherence, thou haft the Aflurance we are treat-
ing of ; if thou art not fure, thou mayeft perifh for
ought thou knoweft, becaufe thou art not fure thod
hait true Faith, . '

5. Altho’ it be granted, that Aflurance is an
high and arduous Thing, yet Regeneration or Con-
verfion is further out of the Reach of an unregene--
rate Perfon, than"Affurance is from a true thcugh
weak Believer : Yet Sinners muft not be difcou-
raged from fegking to be converted, much lefs ought
the weak Believer to be difcouraged from endea-
V¢ |

ing after Aflurance.
* The Help of the Spirit is promifed in the di-
list Ufe of appointed Means., Wait on the Lord ;
be of good Courage, aud he fhall firengthen thine
Hegrt . Wait, 1 fay, on the Lord, Pfal, xxvii, 14,

7.4
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y. Altho’ thou fhouldft not arrive at a full Affu-
sance ; yet if thou be diligent in Purfuit of it, in
the Ule of proper Means, thou fhalt certainly attain
greater and higher Degrees of a well-grounded ra-
tional Probat:lity, the Benefit and Comfort where-
of will more than compenfate all thy Pains,

8. There is but a gradual difference betweer a

well-grounded rational Probability, and a full Af-
furance ; and perfevering Diligence may obtain the
latter as well as the former.
9. All Means and Endeavours needful to be ufed
in feeking after Aflurance, are the Believers indif-
penfable Duty ; even altho’ the obtaining Affu-
rance were not in his View ; as, if the Lord will, I
will fhew more at large hereafter; yet take now
a fhort Hint ; confider the Verfes preceding our
Text, together with the Scope of the "Text itfelf,
and it will appear, that the Sum of all that’s incum-
bent on us, in order to attain Aflurance, is to per-
~fevere and increafe in the Exercife of Grace, and
Prallice of univerfal Righteoufnefs and Holinefs. *

10. Beware, left, by an habitual, total and allow-
ed Negledl to feck this Afflurance, under any Pre-
tence whatfoever, th vu make it manifeft to thyfelf
and all the World befide, that thou art an abfolute
Stranger to all true Grace : For, where true Grace
1s, it will certainly prompt the Perfon who hath it,
to thefe two Things, viz. to defire and endeavour
after Increafe, and to know if it be truly Grace, as
it appears to be,

. I wirvr endeavour to be more brief in the Mif~
takes that follow.

Miftake 3. A Third Miftake is, That \@
true Believer or converted Perfon is aflured, or
furily fenfible of his own gracious State, as a Perfon

can
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can be of what he perceives by his outward Senfes ¢-
But t}is iscontrary to Scripture, Experience, our
Vi winfler Confeffion, and the concurring Teftimo-
iy of al! I."fxgmia,g BDivines; -+ contrary to the
Jcope of ouh‘:‘? :
their Caliing ¢4w K'eftion 'y .+, which eicerly’ ig-
«plys, that Perisns m.y be Believers, and vet hdve
their Call'ng and Elettion to make fure: Yea, that
much Labour and Diligence is ‘needful to ;the Be<
liever, in order thereunto. The Injun&ion of the
Work of Self- Examination doth alfo plainly8prove,
that Believers may be uncertain of their own gra-
cious State, until by Examination they find it out.
Heman, Pfal. 88. wis undoubtedly a true Believer,

et from his Youth was under great Clouds of
arknefs as to this Matter,

I readily acknowledge, tlLat every Perfon muft
be co=fcious of all the Exercifes, Thoughts and
Affc&tions, which are at any time raifed in his
Heart or Mind ; and confequently when gracious
‘Thoughts or Affe€tions are er’c excited in the Mind
of a new Convert, he is and muft be furely confci-
‘ous, that fuch Thoughts are produced in himfelf;
but this doth not at all prove, that every fuch Per-
fon is feniible of his gracious State, unlefs he were
alfo furely fenfible, that thofe Thoughts were exci-
ted in him by the holy Spirit, in a fupernatural
Work of Converfion ; which is not {p eafy to dif-
cern, feeing every Grace bath its Counterfeit ; and
the Counterfeit may, for Degrec and Vehemence
of Motion, exceed the like Exercifes and Motions
of true Grace. The [fraclites at the Red Sea had
valement Motions of Joy, Lcve and Gratitude to-
‘wards God, for their miraculous Deliverance ; and
yet their after Behaviour difcovered, that as to ma-
ny of them, they were Strangers o true Grace,

The
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Tho’ their Words were good, their Hearts were
not fincere,

Miftake 4. Others again thinl, that this Affu.
rance cannot be obtained, but by immediaie Re-
velation or infaliible Infpiration of the holy Spirit,
as it were, in an Objective Way, fuggefting to the
Believer, that he is converted, that his Sins are par-
doned, &c, But this Apprehenfion of the Matter,
doth no wife quadrate with the Account of this
Matter, which we have in the Word of God ;
which dire€ts 5 to try ourfelves by fuch and fuch
Scripture Marks and Chara&ers, in order to our
coming to the diftin¢t Knowledge of our fpiritual
State in a reafonable Way.  Hereby, fays St. John,
we know thar we know bim. if we keep his Command-
ments, 1. John ii. 3. and John xiv, 21, He that
hath my Commandments, and keepeth them, he it is
ihat loveth me : 1n both which Texts, and many fuch
like, there is exprefs Reference to fomething dif-
cernable, by the Believer, in himf{elf, for his di%cern-—
ing and difcovering his own gracious State. Its
true, there is a neceflity of the Concurrence of the
Spirit of God, enabling the Believer to exercife his
own Reafon, in rcfleCting 'upon thefe genuine
Marks of a Believer, which he finds in himielf, and
from which he draws the Conclufion about his own
gracious State, according to what we bave in I
Cor. 1. 12, Now we have received, not ibe Spirit of
the World, but the Spirit which is of God ; that we
might know the Things that are freely given us of
Gud. i. e. The Spirit of God enables the Believer
to fec and difcern the Exercifes and Fruits of true
(srace in himfelf, and from thence to conclude,
that he is in a gracious State. We might be de-
ceived by a falfe Revelation or Infpiration ; but the
Believers Aflurance, and the Ground wpon which

| ‘ It
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it is built, is a e Yonal Thing, and capable tv be
try’d by the fu : Word of Zrophecy ; and acco.d-
ingly we are commanded to examiue ourfelves, 2.
Cor. xiii, 5. What the Apofte Petor hith, 2. FPer.
i. 19. is obfervable to this Purpofe; afte: he had

taken Notice of the Voice from Heiven, which he,-
and other Difciples with him, heard in the Mount,

he recommends unto us the infpired Scriptures, as

a more fure Word of Prophecy, whereby even a

Voice from Heaven, fhould be examined and try’dy

before it be truited unto,

I doubt not, but in fome Cafes and Inftances,
the holy Spirit may and doth, i an uicommon and
unexpe&ted Way, fometing raife up in the Belie-
vers Soul, a clear and fun Perfuafion concerning
his gracious State, by an inwaid Irradiation or en-~
lightning of his Mind, as to 5is Intereft in divine
Love: But even this, as I Lymbly conceive, is firft’
by exciting the Believer’s (Graces to an uncommon
Degree of lively Exeicife ; und then enabling him
to behold and difcera thof> Graces fo enlivened :
But as fuch fudden Glances of Aflurance are
for erdinary, not the Refi!t of the Believers direét
Endeavours after it, fo neither is the Affurance
which is obtain’d this Way, the Pillar on which
the Believer habitually lezns or depends, unlefs as
the fame has been confirmed by the rational Evi-
dence of Scripture Marks and Charaters of a Be-
liever, which upon Search, he hath found in him-
felf ; from all which, I think it is evident, that di-
vine Revelation or any Thing like it, is not the
erdinary Wiy, from which to try at Aflurance.

Miftake 5. Again, fome think that the only fure
Way of actaining Affurance, is by calling to Re~
membrance the inward Exercifes which the Belicver

hath
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#ath had, or undergone, in or about the Time of

his Converfion ; and that unlefs this can be done,
there can be no true Ground of Afiurance,

T acknowledge that in many Inftances, the Work
of Converfion is and hath been fo remarkably car-
sied on, that they have had fufficient Reafon, to
ccmmence their Reckoning from fuch or fucha
Time ; as was the Cafe of the Apoftle Paul, the
Failer, with many others. But to alledge, that it
1s neceflary to all true Believers, to be able to recol-
le@ the firft Beginnings of Grace in their Hearts, is
I think a great Miftake; firft in general, becaufe
the Lord hath his various Manners, as well as vari-
ous Scafons, of bringing home Sinners to himfelf :
Some are driven home with Terrors, as the Multi-
tude, Aé#s ii. Some are drawn with Cords of
Love, which appears to have been the Eunuch’s
Cafe. In fome the Change is fudden and remark-
able, in others more gradual and with more infen-
fible and indifcernable Beginnings, which often are
much forgotten and out of Memory, fo that the
Believer thould never be able to arrive at Aflurance,
by reflecting upon thofe indifcernable and forgotten
Beginnings of Grace in himfelf. Again, the firft
Beginnings of Grace in many, are fo faint and fo
ftrongly born down and cppofed with Corruption,
that the poor Believer might think it would be Pre-
fumption, to term fuch weak and faint Motions by
the Name of true Grace. And further, there are
no doubt, many true Believers, who are converted
in their Childhood and younger Days, and in whom
the Grace of God hath gradually increafed, toge-
ther with their Stature and Reafon; and this by
Virtue of a divine promifed Bleffing, upon the pious
diligent Endeavours of Parents and others, fo that
they cannot be expected to remember diftinily,

when
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when true Grace began at firft to work., And - fie
nally, I think it would be the height of Abfurdity,
to fay that a Perfon, who, upon an impartiat
- Search, finds in himfelf the true Marks and Cha«
ra&ters of a Child of God, fhould yet doubt of his
gracious State, meetly becaufe he cannot give am
Account of the precife Time or Manner, in whick
- thofe Graces began firft to work in him. '

Mifiake 6. Another Miflake is of “thofe whe
buiid their Affurance of their gracious State, upom
fome fudden Motions, fervent Affe&tions or firong
Refolutions, which they have felt in themfelves, at
fome Times ; and which may be where there is -ng
real Work of Grace or Converfion wrought. Tl
Ifraclites had ftrong Motlons of Joy and ‘Gratitud®:
at the Red Sea, they had ftrong Refolutions and
Promifes, Exod. xxiv, 7. 8o likewife Saul repent-
ed with Tears and promifed Reformation, yet the
Event proved him unfound, The ftony ‘Ground

Hearers may be brought in here alfo, as a Proof of
the Fallacy of this Ophion.

Miftake 7. The laft Miftake that I fhall here
mention, fhall ve of thofe, who, altho’ they may
have ftrong and carneft Defires after Affurance of
their gracious State ; yet-they do not in.Proportion
defire and endeavour after Increafe of Grace in
their Hearts, and fuitable Fruits in their Converfa~
tion: Such Perfons may long and feek for Aflu-
rance all their Days, and yet never attain it, be-
caufe they feek it not in the Right Way, For
while fanctifying Grace keeps low, weak and lan-
guifhing, tho’ it be real, it cannot aford Ground of
a full Aflurance, becaufe the Believer, in that Cafe,
is not able to difcern, whether it be true Grace or
a Counterfeit ; or whether his Corruptions which
B he
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he feels yet firong, and often prevalent, .be in their
Reigning, or only in their Captivating Power ; or
whether the weak Reliftance, which he difcerns
himfelf to make againft the ftrong, and often pre-
vailing Motions of Sin, be from (Grace or from a
natural Confcience only. So that while fanétify-
ing Grace is low and languithing, Affurance in an
ordinary Way cannot be attained.

II, I proceed in the Second Place, to lay down
fome Inftru&tions or Obfervations concerning the
Nature and rational Foundation of this Faith of
Aflurance,

o Oi 'rvation 1. This Faith of Affurance doth
gponfit in a well-grounded certain Pertwafion in the
Believers Mind, concerning his own gracious
State, and his Intereft in eternal Life. 2 Zim. i,
12 [ know in whom I have believed, and I am per-
fua: 5. that he is able to keep that which I have com -
mitica unto himy againf? that Day. And Rom. viii.
38, 39. I am perfuaded, that neither Death, nor
Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers. nor
Things prefent, nor Things to come, nor heightr, nor
depth, nor any other Creature, fball be able to [eparate
us from the Love of God, which 1sin Chrift Jeus our
Lord.

I fay it is a well grounded Perfuafion, to diftin-
guith it from the prefumptuous Periuafion and Hope
of the Hypocrite, or formal Profeffor ; which altho’
it may be ftrong and without actual Doubting, yet
it is built upon a fandy Foundation, and therefore,
fooner or later, will certainly fall to the Ground;
as we are taught by our Lord, Matth. vii. 22.
Many will fay unto me in that Day, Lord, Lord,
‘have we no: prophefyed in thy Name, &c. And by
the Parable of the foolith Virgins, Aat.h, xxv. 1.

I call
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~Tecall it a certain Perfwafion to diftinguifh i¢
from the lower and weaker Degrees of true Faith,
which, altho’ it be well grounded on a {ure Foun-
“dation, yet for Want of clearnefs of Evidence, the
weak doubting Chriftian is uncertain, whether his
-Faith and other Graces, be of the right Stamp ;
and fo is ftill uncertain about his gracious State,
The Truth of his-Grace renders his fpiritual State
good and fafe, but the Weaknefs of his Faith and
other Graces, renders him uncertain concerning it.
There is an objective Certainty in the Thing, but
the weak Believer labours under a fubje€tive Un-
certainty about it : He hopes and believes upon fure
Grounds, that his Faith is good and fafe, byt he
dares not be peremptory thatitis fo. Hc s ready tor
fay with the poor Man, Mark ix. 24. Lord I be-
Leve, belp thou mine Unbelief 5 and with Peter to fay,
Liord fave me, NMatth. xiv. 30

* Obfervation 2. This Faith of Affurance doth ne-
ceflarily imply thefe following. Things,

1. The in-being, or implantation of true fanc-

tifying regenerating Grace : For its upon the evi-
dent Difcovery of true Grace that the Faith of Af-
furance is built.
2. It implies, that this Grace is in Exercife, and
~ brings forth Fruit in the Converfation : For its by
thefe Things, that the Exiftence and Being of
Grace is difcovered, Fhe A&s of Faith difcover
the Habit and Grace of Faith, to be in the Soul,
and the genuine Fruits of Faith, manifeft its reali-
tv, Fames ii. 10,

3. This Faith of Aflurance implies, that this
Grace is grown and arrived to fuch a,Degree of
Strength, in the Exercife and Fruits of it ; and that
it hath obtained fo much of the Afcendant and

B prevalency
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prevalency over indwelling Sin, in 2 Way of Mor-
tification, that it is conipicuous and clearly difcern-
able by the Believer, fo that upon Obfervation, Re-
flection or Sclf-Examinatior;, he may be evidently
and infallibly fure, that it is true Grace and no
Counterfeit, that works in himm ; which cannot be
while Grace is weak and lanfrui{hin g, and much
born down by prevailing captivating bm

4. There muft be an a&ual Refle@tion of the
Bcliever’s Mind upon his own Grace, in the Exer-
cifes and Fruits thereof ;. by which Refletion he
obferves, fees, and clearly difcerns his Grace to be
really and truly what it appears to be, viz. true
Grace and no Counterfeit 1. Fobn ii. 3. Hereby
we kngw that we know bimy if we keep his Command-
ments.

5. There muft be alfo 2 concurring Afliftance of
the holy Spirit, enabling the Believer clearly to fee,
and difcern his own QGrace, in the Exercife and
Fruits of it ; and fo to draw this comfortable Con-
clufion, That he is a true Child of God, and an
Heir of Eternal Life, Rom. viii. 15. As it is the
Spirit of God that works and impiants Grace in
thp Believer’s Soul, and excites this Grace wite
Exercife ; fo alfo its the fame Spirit that enables
him to reflet upon his own Grace, and to draw’
fuch a comfortable Conclufion from it. For with-
out him we can do nothing. Hence. '

Obfervation 3. We may again obferve, that this
Faith of Affurance, is a rational A&, Work or
Fxercife of the Believer’s Mind; a ranonal Con-
clufion drawn from f{uitable Arguments or Promi-
fes, in 2 Way of Obfervation, Reflection or Self-
Examinatian: In this Excrcife there muft be a
Concurrence of thefe Four Particulars

1, Qur
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1. Our own Minds' muft formally make the
Enquiry and draw the Conclufion.

2. Asthisisa truely gracious Exercife, fo the Spi-
rit of God muft lead and affift in it, as well as in
all other gratious Exercifes,

3. The Word of God muft be made ufe of as the
only unerring Rule and Standard, by which the
Believer muft be dire(ted in his Tryal of his gra-
cious State,

4. There muft be fome particular Marks or
Characiers of true Believers, which are recorded in
the Word ; which the Believer muft be confcious
of, and clearly dificern them in himfelf, to be the
very Marks by which the Believer is defcribed in
the Word, and no counterfeit.

Obfervation 4. Hence further we may obferve,
concerning this Faith of Aflurance, that in the
A& or Excrcife thereof, it is intirely diftin& from
the firft and diret A&s of Faith, whereby the Be-
licver accepts of Chrift for Juitification and Salva.
tion. . The Wireét Obje& of juftifying Faith, is
Chrift and his Righteoufnefs ; but the dire&t Ob«
ject of the former, is either the Believer’s own
Faith, or any other Grace, upon tbe clear and evi-
dent Sight of which, in himfelf, he grounds his
Aflurance of his gracicus State, By the Exiftence
and Exercife of true Grace, the Believer comes to
be in a gracious State: By a clear and evident Ob-
fervation of his own Grace, he comes to be aflured
of it; and confequently the Faith of Aflurance,
when obtained in the ordinary Way, is intirely
pofterior to juftifying Faith. I fay, when Aflu-
rance is obtained in the ordinary ¥Way, as a Fruit
of our Pairis and Induftry : For in fome, yea many
Inftances, the Work of Converfion is fo confpicu-
ous in its Circumftances, that ii carries its own

b 2 Evidence
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Evidence alongft with it, in the Believers own Con
fcience, from the firft Commencement of it ; as in
Paul, and the Jailer, &c,

Olfervaiion 5. When we fpeak of the Affurance
of Faith, or the Faith of Aflurance, as a Thing at-
tainable by the Believer in this Life, we would not
be fo underftood, as if we meant fuch a Perfection
of Aflurance, as excludes all Imperfeétion, Hefita-
tion, or Reliéts of Unbelief and Defpondency :
Such a Degree of Affurance is not confiftent with
the many Imperfections that cleave to the Believer,

“while in this Life. We mean then fuch an Af.
furance of Faith, as fuits and is confiftent with the
Believer’s prefent imperfet State ; and 1s ftill ac-
companied with various Imperfeétions; fuch as,
firft, it is unflable and unconftant ; and zfter it is
obtained, may be loft again, by the Believer’s lofing
the clear Evidence of thofe gracious Charaéters
upon which it is built, and from which it is drawn ;
as appears to have been the Pfalmift’s Cafe, Pjal.

xlit. and Pfal, li, and many othei Places,

Another Imperfeion ftill cleaving to the mili-
tant Believer’'s Aflurance is, that altho’ while it
continues in Life, it excludes all juft and rational
Grounds of Doubt and Hefitation, about the Good-
nefs and Safety of his State ; yet the aflured Chrifti-
an is liable to be rendered uneafy with groundlefs
Doubts and Fears arifing from the Reliéts of De-
fpondency and Unbelief, which will cleave to him
while in the Body; and alfo from Satan’s unbe-
lieving Suggeftions, which may put the affured
Chriftian fo far to doubt Lis own State, as to be put
to examine hiinfelf again, in order to be able, by a
frefh evident View of his own Graces, to quench

thefe fiery Darts of the wicked yne, And
Further,
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Further, as this Affurance is imperfceét, fo it may .
admit of Degrees ; fome Chriftians may have it in
more, fome in fmaller Degrees; yea, the famg
Chriftian more at one Time than another; and be
more able ir. the Exercife thercof, to exclude and
trample upon his Doubts and unbe¢lieving Suggefti-
ons, at one Time than at another, The Pialmift
Dawvid in Pfal. xviii, and cxviii, feems to enjoy
a triumphant Aflurance, exclufive of all Fears; but
in the Clofe of the xlii, and xliii Pfalms, he feems
to a¢t Aflurance with more Diifficulty, fighting a-
gainft Unbelief, in the aflured Hope of Vifory,
WWhy art thou caft downy O my Soul ? andwhy art thoy
difquieted within me 2 Hope thow in God, for I /ball yet
praife him, wha is the Health of my Countenancey and
my God. | |

Obfervation 6, Thefe Marks and Chara&ers, by
the clear Sight of which in himfelf, the Believer
‘comes to be affured of his gracious State, muft be
fuch as no irregenerate Perfon, while fuch, is capa-
ble of, or elfe they cannot be the diftinguifhing
Marks of a Believer, Secondly, They muft be
known by the Believer, to be peculiar to the true
Child of God. And, Thirdly, They muft be found
and difcerned, by the Believer, in himfelf, in fo
evident and clear a Light, a: to render him fure
- and certain, that they are the true and genuine
Mark:, which they appear to be, and no counter-
feit : Or elfe, if any of thefe Three be wanting in
the Mark, by which the Chriftian trys his State, he
muft of Courfe fail fhort of Aflfurance, by that
Mark, Hence,

Obfervation 7. That when the Chriftian is en-
deavouring to difcover the Truth of his gracious
fpiritual State, by Reflection, (Obfervation or Self-.,

B3 Lxamination,




(22)

Pxamination, by any of the Marks mentioned in
the Scriptures ; the Cenclufion which he draws
from thence, wnll unav. ably bear a Proportion
unto the Light of Evidence, in which he can be-
hold thefe Marks in himfelf : If the Marks be clear,
evident and certain, then accordingly the Conclu-
fion will arnount to the Faith of Aifurance ; but if
the Marks by which he trys himfelf, be more or
lefs obfcure, then according to the greater or lefs
Obfcurity, in which they are feen, the Corclufion
will amount to a weaker or ftronger Degree of ra-
tienal Probability, as to the Goodnefs of his {piris
tual State; and in Proporticn alfo will the Mea-
ure of his Comfort arifing therefrom, be.

It is needful in this Matter to obferve, that therg
.are Three different Sorts of Perfwafions, wherewith
a Perfon may be perfwaded, concernjng his own
gracious State,

. When an Hypocrite or formal Profeflor, who

Is yet utterly deftitute of all faving Grace, hepes or
1S perfwadcd of the Goodnefs or Safety of his State,
upon falfe and unWarrantablc Grounds, becaufe he
believes the T'ruths of the Gofpel; that Jefus Chrift
came to the World to fave Smners 3 that its only
by Faith in him that we can be faved; and be-
caufc he is admitted to the .external Privileges of
the Church, and makes ome Confcience of exter-
nal Duties ; all which and much more, a meer Yor-
malift may do, and yet be a Stranger to true rege-
nerating Grace: Such an Hope and Perfwalion
of the Goadnefs of a Perfon’s State, is but mcer
Prefumption 5 and will at laft be like the Spiders
Web, as is clear from the Parable of the foolifh
Vnrmns, and yet I'm afraid, that the Hopes and
Perfwafion, which the greater Part of vifible Pro-
feflors
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feflors have, concerning their fpiritual State, is ne
better than this; they believe Gofpel Truths, they
attend upon Ordinances, they run the Round of
many Duties, they are free of fcandalous Out-
breakings, &c. And therefore they hope all is well;
while yet for Want of San&ifying Grace in thewr
Hearts, they remain in the ' Gall of Bitternefs and
Bond of Iniquity., O Chriftians! beware of build-
ing your Hope or Perfwafion upon fuch a fandy
Foundation, left at laft you meet with a full Difap-
pointment, and be rejeéted, with a Depart from me,
d know ye noty ye Foorkers of Iniguity.

2. There is another Kind of Perfuafion or Hope
concerning the Goodnefs of a Perfon’s fpiritual
otatc. When the poor Scul, being made to fee
the Sinfulnefs and Mifery of his natura] State, is
truly convinced of his Guilt and Wickednefs; «nd
that unlefs he be renewed and fan&ified by ihe
Spirit 'and Grace of God, as well as freed from
the Guilt of Sin, by pardoning Mercy, through the
Blood of Chrift, he cannot be faved, but muft ur-
doubtedly perith ; and being informed by the Gof-
pel, that the only Way to obtain thefe Things, is
to repent of and forfake all Sin, to accept of the
Lord Jefus Chrift as a compleat Saviour, as our
Prophet, Prieft and King, as he is offered in the
Gofpel : and accordingly to give up ourfelves to

o Dim, to be converted, faved and governed by him.
I fay, when a poor Soul, being convinced of thefe
Things, and being fuitably aftefted with them,
doth truely and fincerely, as it were, point and
aim at a Compliance with thefe Goipel Terms,
aims at forfaking of all known Sin, and" the Mor-
tification of indwelling Corruption ; and fets abeut
the ferious Performance of Duties which he for-
merly neglected ; and in the mean time cafts the
whole Burden of his Salvation upon the Lord his

B 4 QAVIOUr §
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Saviour ; rcfolving in the Strength of divine Grace,
“to perfevere in this Method and Courfe, looking
for Help and Salvation no other Way than through
Jefus Chrift; in 2 Way of free, undeferved, pre=
venting Grace: 1 fay, when a poor Soul, refolving
upon, this Courfe, and endeavouring to put it in
Praétice, is enabled to conceive fome faint Hopes
or a weak Perfwafion, that thefe Motions, Purpofes,
Refolutions and Endeavours, which he finds him-
felf enabled thus to exercife, are or may be the Be-
%innéngs of true Grace, wrought in him by the
pirit of God ; while yet, in the mean time, he I

very uncertain, whether thefe Motions may not
proceed from common Conviétions wrought in
his Confcience, without any faving Grace; yet
fill he is refolved, in Compliance with the De-
mands of the Gofpel, to go on in thefe Exercifes,
and increafe in them, hoping that they may prove
to be the Beginning of true Grace at laft, tho’ as
yet, the poor Sou} is very uncertain, and affli¢ted
with many Fears, left they prove to be but flafh and
counterfeit, like the flony (Ground. Such a weak,
feeble and "ftaggering Perfwafion as this, concern-
ing a Perfon’s good or gracious State, tho’ weak
in the doubting, trembling Peliever, yet being
fixed on a fure and iminoveable Foundation, viz,
The Terms of the New Covenant of Grace, and
Jefus the Mediator of it, will iiever make the poor
Soul that hath it, athamed ; but according as the "
Believer perfeveres and makes Progrefs in his begun
Courfe of Faith and Holinefs, this his Perfwalion
of his gragious State, will grow in Strength ard
Stability, - Now this Perfwafion of a weak Belie-
ver, concerning his own gracious State, we may
term a well-grounded rational Probability, to dif-
tinguifh it jrom the former Kind of Perfwafion,
which is only a groundlefs Prefumption ; andf allg
romy
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from the following Kind of Perfwafion, which ex-
ceeds a Prooablhty, and amounts to a Certainty ;
and which is,

3. The Third Sort of Perfwafion, which a Per-
fon may have, concerning his gracious State, which
is the main Subject of this little Eflay ; and which,
as I have already faid, is that Perfwafion which a
true Believer attains concerning himfelf, when by
Obfervation, Refle@ion or Self-Exammatlon he
finds the Grac.- of the holy Spirit in himfelf, ad-
vanced to fuch a Degree of Strength and Pcrfpicuv
ity, in the Exercifes and fenfible Fruits thereof ;
and their fenfible Prevalency over indwelling Sin,
ina Way of Mortification, that he can find no ra-
tional Ground of Doubting left ; but that certain-
Jy, it is the fanctifying Grace of God, that enables
him to a& and do as he doth, altho’ {hll he js {fenf}-
ble of many Failings and Short—commgs.,

An Example of the firft Kind, may be the foolifh
Virgins and ﬁony Ground Hearers,

An Example of the fecond, is 4faph, Pf. lxxvii.
and feman, Pf Ixxxviii. thoughout ; as alfo. Da-
vid, as he expreﬂ'eth hlmfelf in many Places, parti-
cularly Pf. cxix. 120. My Heart trembleth for fear
of thee, and I am afrazd of thy Fudgments; whieh
Words imply fuch’a Degree of Fear and Doubting,
as can hardly confift with actual Aflurance. I may
here alfo add, the Believers fpoken to in our Text
who being exhorted to labour after Affurance, mui{
be fuppofed, at leaft many of them, not yet to have
atta‘ned lt

An Exam le of the thxrd and laft Sort, may be
the Apoftle Paul 2. Tim. iv. 7, I have fought the
good Fngt Befides many other Saints recorded in
Sgrjpture,

X Obferyation




Ohfervation 8. From what hath been offered,
we may further obferve, that it is not fo eafy a
- Matter for the true Believer, to attain a well-
grounded Faith of Affurance, as fome now a-days
do alledge : For while the Believer’s Faith or fancti-
fying Grace is weak, and confequently Unbelief
and various Lufts are ftrong, prevalent, and exert-
ing, and captivating, tho’ not a reigning Power ;
in that Cafe, and which, by the by, may be the
real Cafe of many, if not moft true Believers, thro’
a great Part of their Time: I fay, in that Cafe,
there are feveral Things, which may and do ordi-
narily, effetually keep back the Chriftian from at-~
taining the Faith of Aflurance, Suchas

1. The Difficulty that, in that Cafe, the Belie~
ver finds affuredly to diftinguifh between true
Grace, while weak and a Counterfeit, which as to
Degree and Vigour of Exercife, may exceed true
Grace itfelf, in many Inftances: This caufes the
Believer to doubt, wheher his weak Grace may
not be a Counterfeit, feeing th:z Jfraclites at the Red
Sea, and at Mount Sinai, went as far, and perhaps
farther than he hath yet done, as to what he can
yet afluredly difcern; and this often prompts the
weak Chriftian, earneftly to pray to God for a
clear Difcovery of his State, as well as to make
elofe and impartial Application of the Marks, to
himfelf, which he meets with in the Scripture, in
Sermons, &c.

2. When true fan&ifying Grace is weak and
Corruption ftrong, and doth exert fuch a Degree
of captivating Power, that Grace gets little more
done than to enter its defcent with inward difcon-
tent and Remorfe, as we may rationally fuppofe
was David’s and Peter’s Cafe ; in that Cafe, its not
eafy to difcern, whether indwelling Sin, be in

1ts
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its reigning or only in its captivating Power : this
Dlﬂiculty cannet but marr the Chriftians Aflurance
in this Cafe.

. Unbelief and doubting do often ftand in the
Way of the Believer’s Aflurance, as it did with
Tbaﬁzas, as to our Savicur’s Refurretion,

Satan is often permitted to aflault the weak
Belnever fo furioufly with his fiery Darts of unbe-
lieving Suggettion ; fometlmes, yea, very often, he
doth haunt and .plegue him with many horrid,
wicked, prophane, yea, blafphemous Ihoughts 3
and then would perfwade him, that fuch Thoughts
as thefe are not confiftent with true Grace, yea,
that by them he hath committed the unpardonable
Sin; and fo not only marrs his Aflurance, but en-
deavours to drive him to Defpair, which I have
known to be the Cafe of feveral: And I have ob-
ferved, that when once fuch tempted, diftrefled
Souls, have been helped to fee Satan’s Policy in fo
doing ; and come fatisfyingly to know, that the
worft of Thoughts and Suggeftions, when refifted
and oppofed, are not inconfiftent with Grace, but
that rather the Refiftance that’s made, is an Evi-
dence of Grace; that then Satan hath left off
that Way of Tempting, and betaken himfelf to
{ome other Stratagem : However thefe Affaults and
T emptations of Satan, do often marr and hinder

the Believer’s Aflurance ; he is fometimes ready,

with Dguvid, to fay in his haft, Thar all Men are

Lyars
. The Holy Ghoft, for his own hol and wife
Fnds, may and often doth forbear, to grant that
Affiftance and enlightening Influence, that’s needful
to difcern and clearly to fee thofe Graces, which
the Believer is pofﬁ.ﬂ'ed of, to be what they really
are; altho’ he be fenfible and confcious of their
Exercifes, yet he’s not fure, that thofe Exercifes
procecd
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sproceed from true fan&ifying Grace ; like as once
¢he two Difciples, when they faw Chrift, yet they
knew not that it was he, until he opened their
Eyes,

One wife End of fuch a Difpenfation, may be ta
ftir the Believer up to increafe in Grace and Holi-
nefs, this being the very Method in which Aflu-
rance fhoulc be fought for, or may reafonably be
expected. Another may be, to caufe him to prife
Aflurance the more, and to make him thg more
thankful for it, when he obtains it. A third Rea-
fon may be, to engage him to be the more watch-
ful againft every Thing in his Conduét, that may
have a Tendency to endanger the lofing it again:
All which is evident in the Cafe of the Spoufe,
Canticles iii, 1,---5, 1ft, She is ftirred up to in-
creafe in Diligence and Induftry, in fecking her
Beloved until fhe found him. 2dly. She fhows
how much fhe prized his Prefence, 7. ¢. The Evi-
dences of his Love, and fpiritual Communion with
‘him: Says fhe, I beld nim, and wonld not let him go,
&c. 3dly. How careful and cautious is fhe againft
every thing that might difturb or difquiet him, wer.
5. I charge you, () ye Daughters of Ferufalem, by the
Rees, and by the Finds of the Field, that ye fiir not
up, nor awake my Love, till be picafe. 'Which thews
that the Spoufe was fo exceeding tender of her Be-
loved, that fhe was not only refolved, not to difturb

-or offend him herfelf, but alfo defirous, that all
others fhould be fo likewife ; and I am perfuaded,
that the more Experience a Chriftian hath, of fuch
divine Communications and fpiritual Interviews,
with him, who s altegether lovely, and the Stand-
ard-Bearer among Ten Thoufand. He will be the
more earncft to imitate the Spoufes Condu&, ina
Yollicitqus Diligence to feck him when abfent; in

prizing.
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prizing and rejoicing in his fpiritual Prefence when
obtained ; and in guarding againft what may pro-
voke him to withdraw from and defert them ; and
yet, alas for it, fuch is the inftability and uncon-
ftancy of our Hearts ; fuch our Difpofition to Pride,
carnal Security, and Self-Confidence, that we
often, alas! alas! for it, too too often grieve his
holy Spirit, and provoke our Beloved to withdraw
himfelf and be gone ; fo that we are laid under a
- Jamentable neceflity of Secking him over again ma-
ny a Day, with deep Sorrow and great Difcourage-
ments, before we find him, yea with Fear, that we
{hall never again, at leaft in this Life, fee his Face,
and enjoy his Prefence and Fellowfhip, as fome-
times heretofore, Yea, for want of prefent Feel-
ing, to be tempted to doubt, whether all our paft
Experience was not meer Flath and Delufion, If
any, unto whofe Hands this Eflay may come, do
complain, that this or any thing like it, 1s their Cafe,
I would recommend unto them thefe two or three
Paflages, lfuiab \. 10. ¥ha among you, that feareth
the Lord, that obeyeth the Voice of bis Servant, that
walketh in Darknefs and hath no Light 2 Let him
tryft in the Name of the Lord, and flay himfelf on
bis God 3 and 2. Sam. xxiti, §. Althe’ myHoufe be nnt
Jo with God 5 yet hath he made with me an exerlafling
Covenant, ordered in oll Trings and fure: For this 13
all my Salvation, and all my Defire, altho he make it
not togrow ; and Pfal. xhi. 11. IWhy art thou caft
down, O my Soul? And why art thou difquicted
within me 2 Hope thou in God, for I fball yet praife
himy whe is the Health of my Countenance. and my
Ged. O Chriftian, in thy dark and deferted Hours,
caft not away all thy Confidence, but ftill claim
thine Intereft in God as thine own, plead thy
Claim unto him by Covenant, in Imitation of

what is contained in thefe Texts: For the Heaven
and
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and Earth fhould pafs away; yet not one jor or tittle
Jhall pafs, until all be fulfilled, Even to thee, O de-
ferted Boiiever, in God’s good Time, Strive alfo
 to imitate the Spoufe’s Practice, Cant, v. through-
eut, vrz. continue feeking him, whatever thy Dif-
couragements be; continue to feed and maintain
hiigh Thoughts of him in thine Heart; and ac-
cording to thy Oportunity and Capacity, ftrive to
commend himi to others, *'

III. Iproceed now to the Third Fl:ad, which T
propofed to handle, viz. To lay down fome Scrip-
ture Marks and Chara&ters, whereby a Chriflian
may examine himfelf concerning his fpiritual State,
in order to come to-as clear and diftin&t a Know-
ledge thereof, as his Cafe willafford,

It would be remembered that I faid Lefore, that
thefe Marks, upon which a Chriftian would build
his Faith of Aflurance, muft be fuch, as no uncon-
verted Perfon can poflibly ¢come up to, while in
that Eftate ; and they may be fummed up under
thefe two Parts or Branches, viz, The Exercife of
true (Grace, and the Performance ‘of real Good
Works ; thofe two muft go together; they mutu-
ally illuftrate and evidence each other; and both
together do afford a compleat Evidence of the Be-
liever’s gracious State, in Proportion to the Degree
of Light and Evidence, in which the Bcliever
fees and difcovers them in himfelf, fee Obfervation

And therefore, every true Grace in the Be-
liever, fuitably evidenced by its proper Fruit, is ca-
pable to be made ufe of, as a Mark whereby to
try his fpiritual State, according to the Meafure of
Light in,which he difcerns fuch a Grace in himflf,
fo as to diftinguifh it from its Counterfeit,

But
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But inafinuch as tkere’ ars fome particular
Graces, which according to the more common
and fenfibl, Experience of Chriftians; as I appre-
‘hend, may be more eafily and clearly applicd to
this Ufe of Selt-Examination, becaufe thev are
more eafily compared with what the Scripture fays
concerning them, and perhaps alfo, may be more
eafily examined in ourfelves, with neceflary Exact-
nefs and clearnefs, in order to diltinguifh them,
from Counterfeits ; I will therelore condefcend up-
on a few particular Marks, which, I conceive, are
not fo eafily counterfeited as fome others that
might be named. |

And inafmuch as Chriftians may frequently meet
with both thefe, and many other Marks, handled
clearly and at length, in the fermons and other
Labours.of many of the faithful Minifters of Jefus
Chrift, whofe Praife is in the Gofpel, thoughout
the Cherches: And becaufe my Delign in this
weak Eflay, is rather, if I might be enabled, to lay
down fome general Inftruions concerning the
Nature of Aflurance, and the right Method how te
obtain, maintain and improve it, than to handle
and particularly to apply the Murks or Characters
upon which it is, for ordinary built ; this being done
at large by many others, and I hopc is daily a doing
by my faithful Brethren, in the Preaching of the
Golpel : And alfo, becaufe to infift at any tollera-
ble length upon thefe Murks, would fwell this little
Effay beyond the Bulk, that I juilge at prefent con-
venient ; 1 will therefore only give a fhort Hint at
thofe Marks, which I here fubjcin, recommending
my Readers to the Blefling of God, upon other
more copious Performances, cither in Word or
Writing, upon this partigular Subject,

The
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The firft Mark then, which I mention, is that
Complex one, which is contained in the latter, Parg
of the v, Chap, of Masth. To forgive Injuries, to
bove our Enemies, to do good for evil, to render Blef-
Jfing for Curfing, and Prayers for Perfecution, --=
after the Example of our Heavenly Father and our
gracious Redeemer. -

Mark 2, Another Mark may be Mortification
of Sin, efpecially our darling and predominant:
Lufts, which are delicate and dear to us, as a' right
Hand, Foet or Eye, |

. Mart 3. To :grieve for Hate, and ftrive againft
the Sins, which none but God and our ownCon-
fciences kriow any Thing of,: - ;

. Mark 4. To love and delight in,—-vaxxd-ﬁncerély to’
obey the Law of God, in thofe Things wherein iy
moft crofleth our Humour, Intereft or Inclination;

Mark 5;. T'o be fevere Cenfurers of ourfelves, and-
to be merciful to others Failings ;- to aggravate our
own Sin more than others; |

- Mark 6. To choofe Reproach, Lofs, Cantémpt,g
and Perfecution, rather than fin againft Light and
Confcience, .

-~ Mark v, To endeavour haBitually to’ do all'
Things in the Fear of God, agreeable to his Willy
and for his Glory, -

Mark 8. Chearfully to refign’and’ fubmit our
felves and all our Concerns to the Will and Difpo~
fal of God 5 to give him paflive as well as ative
Obedience, and that from our very Heart, as Fob

did,
Now"
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Now, altho’ a Perfon is not fo eafily deceived by
a Counterfeit, in thefe felf-denying Particulars, as
in fome others, fuch as Love to God, Love *o our
Neighbour, or to the Truth in common Cafes ; yet
becaufe of the direct and ftrong" Oppofition which
they bear to our Corruptions, neither are the
Corruptions which they oppofe, foon and eafily fo
far fubdued, as that thefe Graces have the fure and
fenfible Aicmdant and Prevalency over them ;
therefore the Believer often finds it difficult, to
make fuch a clear Difcovery of thefe felf-denying
Ggaces, as to build a Faith of Affurance upon
5_yet when they come to be confpicuous in
 their Sttength and Viétory over their Oppofites,
they afford as clear a Ground of Aﬂ'uranoe a any
whatfbever, |

I would here obferve, that altho’ a Perfon, upon
his moft ftri& and impartial Search of himfelf,
fhould not be able to draw fuch an evident and cer-
tain Conclufion, concerning his ‘gracious State, a8
amounts to Affurance ; 'yet his Labour is fo far
from being loft, that it may be of great and un-
;.fpcakable Advantage unto him : For, -

1. If he can attain to any Degree of a rationial
Probabxhty, of a Work of Grace being begun in
himfelf ; this, will yield him no fmall Comfort, and
will encourage him to flrive to perfevere and in-
creafe in thofe Things, which have the probable
Appearance of Good in him, even tho’ he’s not
fure, that they are true Grace. :

2. He will hereby more diftir. ny dx&ovcr ]
own Dechiciency, in the Exercife of (Grace and
Performance of Duty ; and fo will fee wherein he
ftands in need to endeavour an Amendment,

¢
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3. He will be hereby rendered capable, in a fen~
fible and fuitable Manner, to reprefent his own
Condition to Ged by Prayer, and fuitably to im-
plore the Help of his holy Spirit.

4. If, upon Examination, he fhould be con~
firained to fear, or even to conclude the worft;
this alfo muft be of unfpeakable Advantage unto
him, if he will but improve it, inafmuch as he is
- thereby rendered more fenfible of his Danger, and
", the Need he hath to be delivered from it; and fois -
_delivered from thefe dangerous prefumptuous Hopes,
‘in which he hath flattered himf{elf heretofore ;u_‘nd
{o is driven to look for a better and furer FouWRla-
 tion, upon which to build his Hope and Expectati-
on of eternal Life ; even to flee to Chrifty and in
earneft to feek regenerating Grace in the diligent
- Ufe of all appointed  Means ; for, let us fuppoie
that, in this Cafe, the Perfon who examines him-
[elf, finds it clear to a Demonftration, that he is
yet altogether unconverted, and in a damnable State ;
yet there is Hope in his Cafe ; Mercy is in his Offer,
_and the greateft Saint in Heaven was once in as
bad apd dangerous a State as he is now in; yea,
hi, Salvation is yet fure, if he does but truely com-
ply with the Terms of the Gofpel ; and he hath
Reafor. to blefs God, that he is come to fuch a clear
Sight of his Danger, as well as that there isa Re-
medy offered and provided : Let fuch an one then
without Delay, put in Praéice the roufing Exhor-
tation of Pfal. xcv. 7, 8. - To Day if ye will hear
bis Voicey harden not your Heart, --- left that Salva-
tion which is offered to Day, ere to-morrow come,
- be rendered impoflible ; for the Day of Life or
Grace will not laft always.

IV. I proceed now in the Fourth Place, to offer
fome Inftructions or DireQions for attaining this
great.
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great and fweet Attainment of Affurance of God’s
Love, or a gracious State,
) g

And there are Two Sorts of Perfons, which un-
der this Head, I would fay fomething unto; and
{uit fome Directions te each of their Conditions.

‘1. There are fome who may have fome Defires
after Aflurance, who, as to any Knowledge they
have yet obtained, or can get, concerning their fpi-
ritual State, have ground-to fear ; yea, perhaps di-
retly to conclude, that they are yet in their Sins,
- or in a State of unregeneracy, and {o are yet under
the Guilt and Power of their Sins, |

2. There are others, who, having been convin-
ced of their Sin and Mifery by Nature, have, for
fome time, been endeavouring to flee to and apply
the Remedy provided, to exercife Repentance to-
wards God, and Faith towards the Lord Jefus
Chrit, together with the Praétice of Righteoufnefs
and Holinefs in their Life and Converfation ; and
being convinced of.-their Need of Regeneration,
have been ufing the Means for that Purpofé; and
have been endeavouring to live and behave as be-
comes true Believers, as far as they could attain ;
yet, after all, are at a Lofs what to think of their
own Spiritual State ; they are confcious to them-
felves, that they are aiming at what is good ; but
they are alfo confcious of fo many Imperfections- in
Grace and good Works, that tho’ they would fain
hope, that a good Work is begun in them ; yet
they alfo fear, that the apparent Good that is in
them, is not real Grace, hut fomething of a mean-

er and inferiour Nature. e

L 4

I will offer a few Dirz2&ions to each of theie twe
Sorts of Perlms.  And,
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Fir/t, O Chriftian Profeflor!| Who canft fee no
Ground to judge well of thy fpiritual State, if fill
thou art ftupidly unconcerned about it, thy Cafe is
deplorable indeed, and next to defperate ; who feeft
thyfelf in Danger of Hell-fire, and yet not careful
to feek Deliverance: Would to God there were
not too many Profeflors, who live and a& as if this
were their Condition : All I fhall fay to fuch. is,
you are in the direct Road to everlafting Mifery,
without any probable Appearance, but only a bare
Poflibility of your Efcape. But, -

If you be fuch as are under any ferious Concern
about your Danger ; and have ferious Defires after
- being brought into a better and fafer State, then I
would lay before thee thefe few following Direc-
tions.

Direction 3. Labour to be thoroughly convin-
ced of thy natural State, both as to Guilt of Cin,
Corruption and Wickednefs of thy Nature and In-
clinations, as well as thy Danger of eternal Fire:
For this Purpofe, confider the abfolute Holinefs and
inflexible Juftice’ of God, the Spiritualnefs of his
Laws; and compare thefe Things with thine own
Heart and Praéice; think how well the Defcrip-
tion of Feremiah xvii. 9. agreeth unto thee, 7The
Heart is deceitful above all Things, and defperately
wicked. Watch thine own Heart, if it was but
for a Day or an Hour; and confider how many
Vanities it will entertain, which are all hateful to
an holy God, - whofe Juftice, Holinefs and Truth
oblige him to punifh Sin in the Criminal, or ina
Surety. Such Thogghts as thefe may, by a divine
Blefling, ferve to raife in thine Heart fome juft Ap-
prehenfions and Conviétions of thy natural State,

Labour alfo to be affeéted with the Senfe of thine
utter
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utter Inability to relieve thyfelf, and confequently
of thy Need of the Blood of Chrift, to wath thee
from Guilt; and the Spirit of God, to renew thy
Heart and convert thy Soul.

Direft, 2. Wreftle earneftly and afliduouily with
God, by Prayer, for his Spirit, to begin and carry
on the great and powerful Work of Converfion in
thy Heart, that thou mayeft be made willing in a
Day of his Power; knowing that unlefs he do
it, it will never, it can never be done.

v Direct. 3. Be diligent and unwearied in the Ufe
of all appointed Means and Ordinances, publick
and private ; be as diligent in the Ufe of thofe
Means, as if thou couldeft by them effe@ the
Work thyfelf ; and rely as entirely on the divine.
Blefling and Co-operation of the holy Spirit, as if

A\

thou didft nothing at all. :
~ Direct. 4. Deliberately give and deliver up thy
Aelf, guilty and defiled as thou art, into the Hands
- of a merciful and powerful God in Chrift; to be
fanctified by his Spirit, ruled and taught by his
Word .nd Spirit, as well as juftified by the Merits
of Chrit. | I
 Direcz. 5. Put on deliberate and fincere Refo-
lutions, that frem henceforth, without Delay, and
without Referve, thou wilt feek God’s Face, fear
his Name and obey his Will ; ftriving to perform
every Duty, and to avoid every Sin, with all thine
Heart,

Direét. 6. In a particular Man®er ftrive to ex-
ercife thofe Graces or Affections, as I may rather
yet call them ; and to perform thofe Drities, which
require moft Mortification and Self-Denial. *°

Direct. 7. Be more diligent to get and to exer-
cife true Grace, than to know whether thou haft
it : for if thou haft it not, thou canft never know
that thou haft it ; and if thou haft it, or cantt byt

cC3 obtain
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obtain and exercife it, thou fhait affuredly know it
in due Time. Yet,

Direc?. 8. Be diligent to obferve what Progrefs
thou makeft in thefe Particulars, that thou mayeft
ke {enfibly thankful to God-for what thou art en-
abled to do in this Matter, tho’ thou art not fure
it’s true Grace that>works; and that thou mayeft
be fenfibly humbled for thy Short-comings, and
fuitably endeavour to amend paft Faults and Fail-
ings. |

gDireﬂ. 9. Do not weary, biut perfevere in all -
thefe Particulars, confidering it’s for an Eternity
thou art working and running ; and that there 1s
10 other Door or Way open ; contidering alfo the
Shortnefs and Precarioufnefs of thy Time and Seafon
.of Grace: And for thy Incouragemert 1 may fay,
if thou fincerely and perfeveringly practife thefe
Dire&ions, thy Labour fhall not be loft 5 For the
Mouth of the Lord hath [poken it, To as mary as re-
ceived him, to them gave be Power to become tire Sons
of God, even to them that believe on his Name : Now
truly and fincerely to follow thefe Directions, is to
believe on his Name, in the true Gofpel-meaning’
of the Phrafe. Its true, nothing that a Sinner by
natural Strength can do, can procure him a Right
to any faving Promife, nor is there any infeparable
Conneftion between what a Sinner can do, and -
Gofpel Grace ; yet, O Sinner ! if thou obferve and -
praltife thefe DireCtions, it fhall then appear, that-
tho’ thou couldft ot by Nature, yet by Grace,
thou art enabled to do what, according to the Te-
nor of, the Gofpel, will entitie thee to Gofpel
Grace.

And accordingly, I now proceed to offer fome
Diretions to the other Sort -of Perfons, v7z. Such
who have fomething of a rational Probability of-

their
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their gracious State ; how fuch may attain to a full
and well-grounded Affurance thereof. To fuch,
I would offer the following Diretions.
Direftion 1. O Chriftian! Art thou a Perfon,

who, after the moft impartial Search that thou
canft make, art obliged to own, that thou difcern-
eft fomething in thyfelf, which hath the Appea-
rance of Grace, and which thou canft not condemn
for counterfeit, tho’ thou art afraid it may be fo
for all ; and wouldft fain be certain concerning the
T'ruth of thy State? Then beware of Trufting too
gonfidently to Probabilities and uncertain Appea-
rances, Be earneft with God by Prayer, and be
frequently, again and again, fearching thyfelf by
Self-Examination, in order to know the worft of

thy Condition. |
Direct. 2. Take this as 2 main and principal
Direétion in this Matter, without which all other
Endeavours will be abortive, viz. Beware of {itting
down contented with any Meafure of Grace and
Holinefs, which thcou haft already attained : But
ftrive, and ftrive continually to increafe and make
Progrefs in Grace and Holinefs, &y dying unto Sin
and living unto Rigiteoufnefs more and more. Be
daily fearching out fuch Sins as retain moft
Strength, in order to execute the Sword of Morti-
fication upon them ; and daily fearching out fuch
Graces as continue weak and feeble, in order to
enliven and improve them by proper Exercile gnd
Imployment: And ftriying to obferve thy Failures
in Condudt, whether by Omiffion or Commiffion,
whether in whole or in Part, whether as to Matter
or Manner, &c. That fo thou may’ft advance in
practical Righteoufnefs and Holinefs, 1 fay, ftrive
to grow and increafe 'continually in Grace and
Holinefs. For by this Means thy Graces fhall be-
come, daily, more and more confpicupus ; and fhall
Cs evidently,.
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cevidently, in time, prove themfelves to be what
they appear to be. But while. Chriftians, though
- fincere in the main, are flack, lazy and flothful;
and do not with Vigour endeavour to be more
holy and more heavenly in their Frame and Walk,
than they have been, they will find ftill the fame
.Bars, Difliculties and Impediments, which 1 men-
tioned under the laft Obfervation, viz. the 8th. to
ftand as an effeCtual Let in their Way to Aflu-
rance. We muft refolve to be fteadfalt and un-
moveable, always abounding in the Work of the
Lord ; if we would, on fure (Grounds, know that
our Labour fhall not be in vain in the Lord.
Direft. 3. Let thy Endeavours after Increafe
in Grace and Holinefs, be univerfal, extending to
all Graces, Sins aiid Duties: Beware of picking
and chufing in this Matter, but have Refpeét to
all God’s Commandments ; and be more and more
-of a tender Confcience, even with Refpect to little
Sins and 'Duties : For, whafacver breaketh the leaft
Commandment, fhall be leaft in the Kingdom of God.
Direet, 4. O Chriftian ! if thou wouldeft attain
Aflurance of thy gracious State, and of thy Intereft
in the unchangeable Love of God, I would advife
arid counfel thee, to be earneft, frequent and fin-
cere, 1n renewing thy Covenant with God in
Chrift in an explicite Manner, Yield thyfelf often
up unte himy, as one that is alive from the Uead ; and
1y, Members as - Inflruments of Righteoufnefs unta
Gody Rom, vi. 13. Be frequent in giving up thyfelf
wholly, both to the Service and Difpofal of God ;
and that both in fecret, in the Way of perfonal
Covenanting ; and alfo by fetting thy Seal to this
- Covenant, in a publick and folemn Manner, in
the great Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper: And
Le fure to give al! Diligence, to call forth all thy
rerjonahie Faculties, Graces and Aﬁeclions,].tola
| ivel 7
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lively Exercife on fuch Qccafions, Be diligent in
preparing for fuch a folemn Tranfalion ; endea-
vour after a fuitable Frame when thou goeft about
it ; and watchfully endeavour to live and aét after-
wards, as becomes one who art under the habitual
Impreflions of fuch folemn Bonds and Obligations
to God thy Saviour: And be as careful as poflible
to guard againft all finful Refervations, which thy
deceitful Heart will be ready, in a fubtle Way, to
entertain, folemnly protefting againft all Things of
that Kind; and refolving and promifing in the
Strength of divine Grace, to renounce and abafl
don every thing of that Kind, which hereafter thou
mayeft difcover in thyfelf, This Method, through
the divine Blefling, hath proved an efte€tual Means
of ftrengthening the weak Faith of meny ; and of
advancing them to fuch Degrees of Faith, Hope
and Joy, that they have been brought, as it were,
to the very Suburbs of Heaven, and made to rejoice
with Joy unfpeakable and full of Glovy., A fin-
ccre’ and faithful Management of fiuch covenant
Tranfaltions, between (3od and the believing Soul,
hath Influence, on his attaining this Aflurance of
Faith, feveral Ways: As

1. The very Defign theieof, is to ftrengthen
ths Believer’s Faith, and engage his fincere Qbe-
dience,

2. All the {piritual Exercifes, which are called
for on fuch Occalion, when accompanied with a
fuitable Livelinefs and Vigour, are the very Foun-
dation upon which the Believer’s Aflurance is built,
‘i, 2. They are the Marks and Evidences of his gra-
cious State. And further, they cultivatz and im-
prove his (Graces, confirm his pious Refo. tions,
nourifh his fpiritual Frame, fortify him againft
Temptations, and make him truely Fruitful in the
Ways of Rightcoafnefs and zood Works,

| -' Dires.
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Diret. 5. Be careful to obferve in what Degree
and in what Particulars, you attain to a Conformity
to the Scripture Marks and Charaters of a Child of
God ; and alfo in what Particulars you fall fhore:
That you may be thankful for what you attain, and
bewail and reform what is wanting or amifs,

Direst. 6. If upon Obfervation, you meet with
any Scripture Mark, which you feem to have or
grow in, be humbly thaukful for it; and ftrive to
improve and grow in it, until you be fure it is real, ,

_Dirett, 7. If you meet with any Sciipture Mark,
vhhich thou mifleft or findeft very weak, never reft
till thou obtain it ; refolve pofitively and peremp-
torily, yet in the Strength of divine Grace, to per-
form whatever Duty it leads to, and to avoid the
- Sin which it oppofeth. L

Direts. 8. Let your Endeavours of this Kind, be
not by Fitsand Starts ; but refolve that this fhall
be the main Bufinefs of thy Life, unto which all
thy other Bufinefs {hall giye Way and be fubor-
dinate, | -

Direft. g. Be earneft and afliduous in Prayer to
God, for his Spirit, to aflift thee in thefe Particu-
lars, as well as to enable thee to difcern them in thy
felf. |

Diregt. 10. Be not impatient under the Want
of Aflurance, but perfevere in this Method unti]
you obtain it ; and perhaps when you go but a lit-
tle further, you fhall find it, as the Spouie did.

Tt is werthy our Obfervation, that as the Faith

of Affurance is built upon the evident lively Exer-
cife of fan&tifying Grace, which fuppofeth its Ad-
vancement unto confiderable Meafure of Strength
and Confpicuity ; fo the great Meafure of Joy and
Comfort, that for ordinary, doth accompany and
flow from it, doth alfo beft fuit an high aud advan-~

ced Degree of fan&ifying Grace in Exercife :
While
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While fan&ifying Grace is weak and low in Ex-
ercife, the Believer is not fo fit to feed upon the
1 rich Cordials of Aflurance, but would be in Dan-
ger of abufing them, one Way or othey; unto fpi-
ritval Pride, carnal Security, or a lazy Blacknefs to
grow in Grace, {'e,

Well thea ; O Chriftian! if thou wouldft defire
§ to be aflured of thy gracious State, the Way is plain
! before thee; thereis not fo much Myftery in thefe
! Directions, por Difliculty to apprehend them, as
4 there is in reducing them to Practice: And the
§ chief Difficulty of this, arifcth from the woful By-
afs of thy corrupt Nature and Inclinations, againft
4 every Thing that’s fpirituaily good. But thou
§ muft remember, that thy Chriftian Life is a fpiri-
{ tual Warfare, wherein thou art ingaged againft the
! whole Kingdom of Darknefs, the Devil, the World
{ and the Fleth ; and what Progrefs thou makeft in
thy Way heavenwards, muft be by Violeace, Force
! and Conqueft of thofe thine Enemies; and Atfu-

- § rance is no {mall Degree or Part of this Victory

{and Conqueft: And therefore, thou muft refolve
to fight, if thou thinkeft thus to overcome ; if thou
'f canft but overcome thyfelf, thy corrupt finful felf,
1 by the Help of the Omnipotent Spirit, the World
and Satan will become lefs powerful and dangerous ;
therefore, flill be mauling and killing this wicked,
! finful felf, wheréver and in whatever Formi thou
| findeft it, thew it no Mercy; thou muft either
" {mortify it, or it will kill thee. Rom, viii, i3." For
if ye live after the Flefh, ye fhall die.

| V. I proceed now in the Fifth Place, to give
! fome Diretions how to keep this precious and love-
tly Jewel, when it is obtained : For, by the by. I
may obferve, concerning it, that it requires Lili-
 gence to attain it, Watchfulnefs and Diigence ton;
tQ




(44 -

to keep it ; it caufeth much Sorrow in the lofing,
and js often difficult and tedious in recovering,
But to proceed, in order to thy keeping this preci-
ous Jewel, O Chrifiian ! when thou haft obtained
it, take thefe following Direftions briefly.

Direftion 1. Be watchful, conftant and perfeve-
ring, in the ufe of the very fame Means, by which
thou haft atiained it ; particularly to increafe and
grow in Grace and Holinefs, more and more con-
tinually ; and fo much the more, becaufe now thou
haft fo much more Comfort and Endouragement
" in thy Work, than heretofore: Confider that thou
art thus formed of God, not to encourage thee to
lay down, to take thy Fafe upon a Bed of Security ;
but rather to invigorate thine Endeavours and Ex-
ercife in Grace and Holinefs; that now, more
than ever, thy Life and Walk may be to the Glory
of God. This Jewel muft be kept, in the fame
Manner in which it is at firft obtained, by Induftry
and Diligence ; ftrive theiefore, to ﬂau; /b Jike the
Palm Tree, and to grow like the Cedar in Lebanon.
Pfal. xcii. 12. -Togo from Strength ta Strength,
until thou appear bffore God in Zion, Plal. Ixxxiv. 7.

Direct. 2. , Watchfully guard againft fpiritual
- Pride, that thv vain, proud, deceitful Hpart do not §
lift thee up in Conceit, on Account of this high
Attainment. What haft thou that thou haft not
received ¢ Why then fhouldft thou glory as if thou |
hadft not reccived it? This would be to turn the
Grace of God into fpiritual Wantonnefs, with a
Witnefs: And yet, its what the affured Chriftian
is in Danger of, through the remaining Corruption
of his Heart, Therefore watch unto Humxlztx
left thou be abafed by the Hidings of God’s Paue,
and Lofs of thy fweet and precious Jewel.

Direit. 3, Watch alfo againft carnal Security,

as if you were above all Danger ; your Enemies are
all
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all yet aliveand ftrong; they will watch for your
Halting, they will recruit their Force, and rally
again upon you, when you leaft expe& it: Never
hadft thon more Mzed than now, to watch and pray *
" that tiou enier not into ‘Temptatzon

Diret. 4. Be watchfil to maintain an heavenly
and fpirltual Frame of Mind, O take care! thaf
a carnal dead Frame of Heart, do not gradually and
infenfibly creep in upon th.ece, and fo marr the fpi-
ritual Beauty and Luftre of thy religious Duties.
Remeraber the Saying of the Apof’cle Rom. viii. 6.
To be carnally minded, is Death : but to be fpiritually
minded, is Life and Peace

Diyest, *s. Truft not to the Stock of Grace
which thou haft already attained, as if it were fuf-
ficient for thy Through-bearing and Fruitfulnefs ;
but depend, feeck and wait upon Chrift, for new
and freth Communications of his Grace, by the
Spirit ; For without bim thou canft do nothing. Still
remiember, that whatever Meafure of Gra.ce thou
haft attained, itis ftill dependent on him: Grace
1s in thee, as the Sap is in the Branch, or Water
in the Ciﬁern ; 1f the Communication be interrup-
ted or the Dependency cut off, the Branch, though
never {o flourithing, foon withers; and the Cxﬂcrn
though never fo full, foon dries up ; fo it will fare
with thy Grace, if thou ceafelt to derive Supply
from Chri& by Dependance and Prayer, Fohn

) ‘ch Ii

Direft. 6. Be watchful, not only againft what is
dirsétly and in its Nature ﬁnful but axfo that thy
Mind be not clog’d or cloy’d, with exceflive or un-
{zafonable Exercifes and Occupatlon about Things
fawful in themfelves. The Cares and Pleafures of
tiis Life, prove often a Snare to the Believer, by
captivating and decoying .his AffeCliors; and fo
rendering them dead and languifhing, as to (pm.-l

tua
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ual Things, Its a very high Attainment, in my
Judgment, practically to learn to ufc the World,
and not abufe it: And to leasn and prattife this
T effon, woeuld be of fingular Ufe to the aflured
Chriftian, in order to preferve his Jewél and main-
tain his Comfort. | |
* Diret. 7. Make firi¢ and daily Obfervation
and Remarks, on every Step of thy Walk, that no
finful Slip may pafs without Repentance, and Ap-
~plication to the Blood of Chrift for Pardon. O
Chriftian, be tenderly ftrict in this particular, con-
fidering what depends t::lpon it. One Sin, though
comparatively fmall, indulged and not repented of,
is fufficient to make dreadful Work in the Soul
it will introduce Hardnefs of Heart ; it will pave |
the Way for more and greater Sins ; it will marr
and difturb thy inward Peace and Confidence to-
wards God ; it will grieve the holy Spirit, and
“confequently be a great Enemy to Affurance; it
ftands in the Way of cbtaining 1t; and if continued
in, will rob the Believer of it, ‘even after he hath
obtained it. Therefore, O Chriftian! if thou
wouldft maintain thy Affurance of God’s Love,
or even any inferiour Degree f Hope, delay not
to get the Guilt of any particular Sin, which thou
art confcious of, removed by fpeedy Repentance
and Application to the Blood of Chrift; or elfe
thou canft not expect tc maintain thy Aflurance,
or to feed upon the Joys and Comforts flowing
from thence. » |
Dirett. 8. Be watchfully obfervant of the very
Motions of Sin, efpecially thy predominant; ftrive
to keep thy Fcet upon thefe; which if thou do
not, they will grow upon thee, like the Brezking
in of Waters, and rob thee of thy Jewel; and
caufe thee perhaps to feek it long, with much Sor-
row. before thoy find it, Watch againft the Oc-
cafions
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cafions of Sin tho’ remote ; this will tend greatly
to confirm and maintain thine Aflufance ; for the
more thy general Condut oppofeth Sin, the clear-
wer Evidence thou haft of true Grace,
Direét. g. Strive fhll more and more, to fearch
out the fecret Wickednefs eand Deceits of thy
Heart, in order to their being abandon’d and ba-
nithed, or at leaft, oppos’d and fupprefled; For
the:e is fuch a Treafure of Sin and Deceit in the
Heart, tiiat it will never be fearch’d to the Bottom,
Wetile thou liveft, thou wilt be finding out and
difcovering more and gnore Wickednefs and
Frauds. One Stratagem which our deceitful Hearts
often ufeth, is to batk up Sin and finful Motions,
under the Appearance of Lawfulnefs and Duties;
thy Care and Diligence in this Particular, will
greatly confirm thy Aflurance, inafmuch as hereby
thou wilt fhew thyfelf a ftated Enemy to Sin.
 Direct. 10. Be careful, that thy whole Time
‘and Life be filled up with fueh Exercifes and Em-
p'nyments, as in the Sight of God and thy Conici-
¢ e, may be jultly conceived under the Notion of
Duty ; or, which is much to the fame Purpofe,
whether thou ezteft or drinkeft, or whatever thou
doft, do all to the Glory of God: The Neglect of
this, gives Satan and our Lufls many and great
Advantages »gainft the People of God. While
our Time is wholly filled up with profitable and
feafonable Employment, then Satan and Luft have
not fo eafy Accefs to tempt; but when they ob-
ferve the leaft Minute of our Time, vacant of pro-
fitable Bufinefs or Employment, they will not fail
to occupy the fame with fome Temptation, to en-
finare our Souls and deftroy our Peaceand Comfort,
Direcz. x1. Finally, and in Sum, firive like a
valiant Soldier, in the Camp of Chrift, to be fhill
in 3 warlike Poftute, having thy fpiritual Armour
on,
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on, being resdy to receive, that is, refift thy fpiri-
tual Encmtes, rom whatever Quarter they may af«
fault thee: Confider, that thou fuftaineft the Cha-

ra&er of 2 Servant and Soldier, and therefore muft
ﬁudy to approve thyfelf to thy Lord and Captain
in both Refpeés, if thou would maintain and re-
tain the Aflurance of his Favour,

Thus, O afiur’d Chriftian, I have Iaxd before
thee, the beft and moft fuitable DireGions I could
fall upon, to affift thee to kecp thy precious Jewel
of Affurance. It may be, that the Multiplicity and
Difficulty of fo many Directions, may raife fome
- difcouraging Thoughts in thy Mind, whereby thou
mayeft be difquieted and weakened in thy Pur ofes
and Endeavours, te obferve and practife accordmg
to them. But in Order to prevent or remove fuch
Difcouragements, I would briefly fay: ~ =

1ft. The Jewel is precious,, aud well worth
all thy Pains, both in feeking'and keeping,
2dly. Altho thou art not fufficient of thyfelf for
fo difficult a Work, yet by the Help of the  Spirit
‘thou fhalt be rendered able for it. 3dl The fame
Work in all its Parts, would lie upon thee altho’
thou hadft not this Jewel of Affurance in th} View.,
4thly, The fpiritual Health and Comfort, which
doth accompany a vigorous Praétice of thefe. Parti~ -
culars, compared with the Droopings, Languifh-
ings, Sorrows, Sinkings of Spirit, Defertzons, and
often dreadful Terrors, which are the native. Con .
fequents of the Negle@ of them, fhould, I think;
- roufe every Chriftian to refolve againft all Oppohtx -
on, to perfift and perfevere in_them. To which I
may add, staly, That if in the main, and habitu-
ally, thou endeavour to do what is mcumbent, thou
ferveft an indulgent and forgiving Mafter, who
will not narrowly mark thine Iniquity ; and will

allow theeto keep thy Jewel, even when often,
thou
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thou: deferveft to have it taken from thee, And there-
fore, Be of good Courage, and he will give Strength unto
thine Heart; and weit, I [ay, on the Lord. Pfal.
xxvii, 14. But I'proceed in the ,

V1. Sixth‘Place, to enquire, why fo féw attain the
Faith of Aifurance? And why fo many true and fin-
cere Believers go fo long without it ?

_Ree%m' 1. I'am afraid, that the greater Part of
Profeflors, contént themfelves with an tiftorical or
temporary Faith ; and its not poffible, that any fuch
thould attain the Faith of Aflurance, which prefitp-~
pofeth faving, juftifying Faith, befides other faving
Grdces. There is one practical Miftake, which, 'm
afraid, ruins Numbers of Orthodox Profeflors, and
defrauds them -of their eternal Salvation; and it is
this, they are inftrufted and'firmly believe, that a
Sinner is juftified in the Sight of God, not by Works,
but for the Righteoufnefs of Chrift; this is fo far
right: And fo, as to themfelves, they renounce all
Dependance upon’their own Righteoufnefs, and rely
only upon the Righteoufnefs of Chrift for Juftification
and Salvation. (One would think that this is a great
Length, whe# done in Sincerity ; and yet I'm atgraid,
that Multitudes -¢ome this Length, at leaft with a
moral-Siricerity, ' who never receivé any faving Bene-
fit by Jefus Chrift ;-and the grand Defet lies in this,
tho’ they rely only on the Righteoufnefs of Chrift
{et I:he&f never receive him as a compleat Saviour, as
e is offered to them in the Gofpel: I mean, tho’
they truft'in him as their High Prieft, to attone and
interceed for them ; yet they neVer receive him as
their great Prophet and King; nor with their whole
Hearts, give themfelves up to himn, to be t~ught and
inftruéted, to be conquered and ruled by him, even
by his Word and Spirit; to have their Underftand-
migs, Wills, AfteCiions and l(.‘onveriétionss corformed

) to
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to his Image and Laws Such are fo far from having
any. rational Pxofpe& of the Faith of Affurance, that
until they fee their Miftake, they are quite out of the
Way of attaining the true Faith of Adherence,
Reaf. 2. Another Reafon is, ‘what I touched be-
- fore, that many think, that the Faith of Aflurance is
~ fuch an arduous and dlfﬁcu]t Thing to attain; and
thhal that its not neceflary, but that a Per{on may
be, - and many are actually faved without it ;1 and
_therefore they think it needlefs to puzzle themfelves
“about it, feeing they may be fafe without it. I doubt
. hot, but by this very Deluﬁon, many are fo fatally
deceived, that they never arrive to the Faith of Ad-
herence, and fo are delnded out of their Salvations.
Reaf. 3. As to true, tho’ weak Believers, one
,Th:fzg that ftands in the Way o1 their Affurance, is-
theiv Ignoranice of, the Nat‘xre of it, and of the Scrip-
ture Way of attaining it ;. apprehending it to be fuch
- an arduous: "ncl fis=rnatural ‘Thing, that it cannot be
attained ’mt b\e immediate Revelation, or fomethiny
Aike it ; and- fo are difcouraged from feeking. it in’
goodearnen. -If the Lord would blefs this weak Ef-
{ay, and particularly the foregoing liirections, ‘as a
“mean to remove this Maitake, and animate as well as
d{pea them in their. Purfuit of .it, both they and 1 |
Q}L have areat Reafor. to be thankful to God for it.
', Tln, in all true Believers Grace doth en- -
‘; creafg, apd Sin doth girac fually decreafe ; yet the Steps
and Degrees by which Sin  decays, apd Grace,_grows,
in many, are {o. fmail and undrfcw,nablﬁ, befides the
uadifcernable Pcamnmgs ot-(Grace in many, that its
Jong before they arrive to fuch a Degree of difcerna-
ble Grace, as is mu,ﬂ.xry to found the Faith of Aflu-
rance upon.
. Redf. 5. Some Believers are much afflicted with
;Dmbta L'ears and wnbelieving Suggeftions, from Sa-
tan and 1 mclancnholy Tem, 2ry &c, which hinder
their
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their Affurance and that, even when their tender
and circurafpect holy Walk, and even their declared
Experiences, do conitroin all that know or obferve
them, to be!i ieve firrly that they are true Chriftians,

Reaf. 6. Vrevailing Sloth and Lazinefs, and Want
- of a. v1gomus Endeavour to grow in Grace and Holi-
" nefs, and watch againft Sin; which even a true Be-
liever miay be guil ty of,. do.tl fo far hinder the In-
creafe of Crace in many, as o keep them back from
Aflurance.

Reaf. 7. Woant of due Care to obferve and :emark
the Exercife and Increafe of Grace in their own
Hear and Lives. may hinder many from coming to
the A{Tumncc of thelr gracious State.

Reaf;; 6. Want of that Degree of Tendernefs of
Contmeme, with Refpeét to Sin and Duty, in

Choughts, Words and A&mns, about Matters of
fm‘,.l'er Moment which in due Time, might be 2
Ground of Adlurance to the true Behever. Pfal.
' cxix. firft Part, Then fhall T not be afbamed, when I
have Refpect to all thy Commandments. And Pfal.
xxxix. 1. I faid, I will loo/e to my w%:y:, that I fin not
with my Tongue.

Let every fincere Chriftian, who is pantmg and
t longing after Affurance, in the W ay of commanded
Duty, labour to remove thofe Impediments out of
--thexr own Way, left they continue too long, and la-
bour m vain tor 1t.

~ VIL. Inow come to the Seventh and laft Head which
I propofed to fpeak to, viz. To faew the Greatnefs,
both of the Sin and Difadvantage, that is in negleét-
ing to feek and endeavour after this gu ‘~»  and com-
fortable Attainment of Aflurance. 4

The Sinfulnefs of this Negle® wili appmr, if the
following Particulars be confidered,

D
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Its a dire& D:fo'wedlence to the Commands of
the Gofpcl in our Text, and elfewhere,

2. It implies moft bafe Ingratitude towards God,
for his great Love and tender Condefcenfien to us,
in that he 13 willing to allow us in this Life, fo fwcet
and comfortable a Ber. efity if we will be at due Pains
to obtain it,

. It implies Difobedience to all Gofpel Precepts,
vea, to the whole Law of God ; inafmuch as our En-
deavour to attain it, doth confift in 2 conftart and
careful Endeavour to exercife and grow in Graze and -
Holinefs, as I thewed tefore.

4. It includes Ingratitude for, and a Dif-efteem and
Contempt of all the faving Benefits of the Gofpel,
in that we do net think it worth our while, to be at
Pains to fecure our Intereft in them ; which fhews,
that we do not prize them according to their true

Worth and Value.

2. The Lofs and Difadvantage which true Belizvers
are at, by this Neglect, is alfo very great ; which will
appear, by c:omiclf:ringr

1. Hereby their Haonds are kept weak, and their
Hearts are difcouraged, in the anchargc of every
Duty ; while they are fill at an uncertainty, whe-
ther their Performances are accepted or not; and

v.aetier they may not lofe their Reward, for det
of true Grace 1n their Hearts, and an Intereﬁ in the
Kightesuine’s of Chr: ﬂ: which is the alone Founda-
tzon of ail tl.e Believer’s Claim. Hence |

#. By this Neghgencc, the lazy flothful Believer
deptives a:d debars himfeif from that inward, hea-
venly, pure, ferene Peace, Comiort and Joy in the
Holv Ghoftj@hich are the ordinary Concomitants
2id native Fruits of a well-; groynded Affurance: For

by thve aiuredly belicving, we rejoice with Joy un-
(peasable and full of ulory.
2, While
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3. While the trye Believer is fhort of Aflurance,
efpecialiy if lus Sloth and Negligence be the Caufe of
it, he is expoied as an eaﬁer%’rcy 'to all Temptations ;
efpecially to Unbelief and Difcouragement, and fome-
times to fome Deprees of Defpair,

Thus I have endeavon=d, ageording to my Mea.
fure, to fpeak fomething to \he feveral Heads at firft
propofed. I will now add to what hath been faid,
{fome Inferences from the whole, |

- 1. From what hath been faid, we may fee the

wonderful Wifdom and Goodnefs of God to his own
People, in the Difpenfations of his Grace tc them,
in that he fo orders Matters, as may be at once to the
Glory of his Grace, and the greateit Advantage and
Comfort of his awn People: As he hath infeparavly
eonnelted true (Grace and eternal Salvation together,
{o hat? h: alfo joined the high Degrees of Comfort,
natively arifing from Aflurance, not with the Being,
but rather with the advanced Degrees of Grace;
thereby keeping the Believer under the continual In-
fiuenice of his own fpiritual Self-Intereft, in order to
prompt him ftill to perfevere and increafe in Grace
and Holinefs; hercin obferving a bountiful, yea, and
a beaytifyl Analogy and Proportion between the Du-
tics required of us, and the Reward promifed : I fay,
a Proportion, not of Value but of Degreer, rewarding
them, not for, but according to their Works. * For
if the Beligver could reafonably expe@ the high Pri-
vilege and Comfort of Aflurance, wbhile Grace is
low and fechle, and Corruption ﬂmngl apd Captiva-
ting, they might be cafily tempted to think, that God
is as well pleafed with weak Crace as with ftrong
But when the Believer obferves, thae his Degrees of
Comfort are, for the moft Part in proportion to Pe«
prees of fandlifying Grace and IHobncfs, the x")b‘
o
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liges him il to Diligence and Watchfulnefs in his
Tudeavews to grow in Grace and Holinefs,

2. We may learn, that for the moft Part it 1s the
Pelever’s own Faulty that he goes fo long in the
Dark, withort Alfurance of God’s Love: The Be-
ncfit is atiatnable, and we are direéted how to attain
it; but alas! the Bodys of Sin fo clogs us; Sloth and
Difhdence, Lazinefs and Defpondency, fo difpirit our
Hearts and weaken our Hands in the Wavs of Holi-
nefs, that oftentimes its long ¢’er we arrive at fuch
a Degree of Grace, as to put us bevond all Doubt
concerning our gracious State. The Snares and
Temptations of the World, the Pleafures and Carcs
of it, not only keep many out of Heaven, but alfo
caufe many to walk heavily, flowly and haltingly in
their Way to it.

3. We may alfo learn, that it is the Believer’s
own Sin and Mifmanagement, in fome Sort or other,
that robs Lim of this precious Jewel, after he hath
obtained and enjoyed it for fome time: For a Body
of Sin and Death ftill cleaving to the Believer, wiicn
fpiritual Pride, carnal Security and Unwatchfulnefs
creep in upon him, as tco often they do. then he be-
comes an eafy Prey to Temptation ; and confequent-
ly the lively, vigorous, fentible Exercifz of Grace
1s interrupted, and contrary Luft get the Afcen-
dant. ‘The Believer lofes the felt Senfe of his own
Grace; and of Courfe his Aflurance, which is built
thereupon, muft fall to Ground; and he often in
tuch a Cafe, falls under many Doubts and Fears, as
if ali his former Expericnces liad been nothing but Flath
and Counterfeit. )

4. We may learn, that let a Perfon’s Profeffion
and Attainments in Religion, be what they will ; yet
if he hath no Defires, nor makes any Endecavours
after Affurance, by ftriving to grow in Grace and
Heline8, it is a dreadful Sign, that fuch a Perfon is

yet
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yet altogether deftiute of true Grace; for as every
'Thing flrives after Perfe&ion in its Kind, {o doth
Grace in a particular Manner, The true Believer
can never be fatisfied fully of his own Coudition,

while any Corruption remains, or any Defz& in his
Grace: You may as foon expe@, that the covetous
Worldling will be fully fatisfied with the Increafe of
his Wealth, {o as not to defire more, as that the true
Believer wnll be fully content with the Meafure of
Grace which he hath attained, fo as not to defire and
endeavour after further Advancement therein ; and
for this Reafon as much as any, he longs for Heaven,

becaufe, then he knows he fhall be made perfecty ho-
ly as well as happy ; yea, he reckons the perfect Ho-
linefs of that State a chief Part of ltS Happinefs.

And therefore, whofoever think that they have at-
tained as much Grace or Religion, av may f{uffice to
bring them to Heaven, and therefore they’ll be con-
tent and feek no more ; fuch may aﬂ'umd‘\ conclude,
that they have no Grace at all; yea, tzucv neither
know what true Grace, or the Happmefs of Heavia
are, °

T will conclude with 2 Word of Exhortation,

C Chriftians then ! be exhorted, to give Diligence,
to make youwr Calling and Eleltion fure ; and watchfully
keep this lovely Jewel when you obtaln it.  And for
Motives confider,

Its a commanded Duty mﬁampt with divine Aue
thority.

If you be fincerely diligent, you fhall fucceed in
fome Meafure, it not to a full Aflurance, yet to high-~
er Degrees of a weli-grounded rational Pmbabnhty

Its well worth all your Pains, it will more than
compenfate all your Labours,

Nothing is required of you in order to it, which is

not your Duty ; abtrading from ail Views thereunta
D 4 it
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it would be your indifpenfable Duty to do the fame
Things, altho’. Aflurance were not attainable, +
When attained, it will fill your Souls with the
pureft Joys and Comforts that you are capable of, on
this fide Heaven. | , | B
It will make all Duties exceedingly delightful, it
will render M ercies doubly fweet, and Affli¢tions and -
Crofles eafy and tolcrable. IR
It will fortify you again® Temptaticns to Sin of
every Sort, . |
It will arm you againft all Fears and Terrors of
Perfecution ; it will make you bold Vouchers tor the
Truth, in the Face of moft cruel Perfecutors; that
vou’il be neither afraid nor afhamed to ewa Chrift
and his Caufe before Men. . |
It will caufe you to leave the World 'in a Chariot
of triumphant™ Faith, over all your. Enemies ; and s
it were, to die with this Song of Triumph in your
Mouth, O Death, where is iby Sting? O Grave,
where is thy Vigiory ? The very Thoughts of fo great
and many Advantages, fhould certainly excite ug,
with the greatet Vigour and Chearfulnefs, to feek
and prefs after this Earneft of our Irheritance, which
would anticipate, in fome Meafure, the Joys of the
Saints above, |

A T-




( 57 )
R RS
A P PENDIX.

“ JH EN I had almoft finifhed the foregoung Fflay, there
occurred two Queries or Cafes unto my Thought rela-
tive to the fame Subjelt, the Solution whereof, I conceived
might be of fome U 1e to exercifed Chriftians ; and therefore -
I have concluded, to fulgom a mode{t Endeavour to anfwer
them by Way of Appendix ~

'The Cafes are thefe."

Cafe 1. Whether the fpiritual Joys and Comforts of the af-
fured Chriftian, do always bear Proportion to the Mea-
fure of Affurance which .he is poﬂ‘eﬂ'cd of ?

Cafe 2. Whether and how far it is the Duty of the affured
Chriftian, to publith his Attainment of this Privilege to-
others ? , _
Ca/é I. Whether the fpiritual Joys and Comforts of the

affured Chriftian, do always bear Proportion to the Meafure

of Affurance which he is poflefled of ?

'I conceive, that a fatisfying Solution of this Cafe, may be
.of Ule to fome exercifed Chriitians, who are fometimes tempted
to doubt of their fpiritual State and Intereft in the Favour of
God, meerly becaufe they enjoy not the comforting Influences
of the Spmt as at fome times paft.

Before I come to give a divet Anfwer or Solution to this
Cafe, it may be needful to premife two Things.

We would chﬁmgmfh between that Affurance that is
produce4 in the Believer, by an inward Irradiation upon the
Soul, comning in an unexpetted Manner, 2nd which fcems to
be deﬁgned to anfwer fome prefent Neceflity, wiz. either for
Relief under fome heavy Preflure of Doubts and Fears, or to

enable
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epable and encourage him to fome difficult 'Tatk which is be-
fore him, either by doing or fuffering ; which Kind of Afl-
rance 1s com;monly tranfient and of fhort Continuance, unlefs
as it is eftablifhed by further Evidence, in a rational Way, by
Reflettion and Self-Examination, according to the Word, I
fzy, we would diftinguifh between fuch an Affurance, and that
Aﬂ‘urance which is obtained in the nzdirary Way, of which in_
the foregoing Effay.

‘2. We would d:ﬁmgmfh between the Aflurance which 3
Chniftian 1s poﬂeﬂ'ed of, being built upon the clear and evident
Difcovery of Grace in exercife for the prefent ; and that Aflu-
rance, which is built upon the evident and clear Rernembrance,
which the Believer may hav: of t'v Excrcife of his Grace in
Time paft ; while Grace for the prefent, may re fallen under
langulﬂung and Decay.

Accordmg to thefe Diftindtions, I wonld humbly oﬁ'er an
Anfwer to this Cafe, in thc following Propofitions.

P: opofition 1. I conceive that the Believer’s Joy and Com-
fort, doth for ordinary, bear Proportion to the Meafure of
Aflurance of the firft Sort, while the Irradiation or {piritual
Inlightning, unto which it is owing, doth laft. Cant. vi. 12,
Or ever 1 was aware, &c.

. Prop. 2. Thefe Joys and Comforts alfo do, for ordmary,»
bear Proportion to the Meafure of Affurance, which is built
upon the clear difcerning of the vigorous Exercife of Grace for
the prefent.  “Pfal. xxiii. 6. Ixxiii. 24.

Prap 3. 'That altho’ the Believer may continue poﬂ'eﬁ'ed of .
his Affurance, upon clear and fure Remembrance of what is
paft, either as to fudden Irradiation, or pait Zxperience of
evident Exercife of Grace; while at prefent, his Grace is
much abated, weakened or mterrupted through Temptations
or Corruptions ; Yet, in fuch a Cafe, hiz Joys and . Comforts
will readily abate, in Proportion to the prefent languifhing of
his Grace, CUant, v. 8. «--Tcll my Baiocved that I am Sick of
Love. . Yet, |

Frep. 4. I conceive, that in fuch a Cafe, the Believer is fe-
cured againft Dﬂwura&ement and [ears, in Preportlon unto
hir Affurance, which he is poficfled of, altho’, by the Preva-

lency of Temptation and Corruption, he is rendercd uncapable
of
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of exercifiny the fpiritual Affetonsof Joy, Comfort, Grati-
tude and Love, in fuch lively Manner as fometines he hath
done. - z .
~ Prop. 5. The'e fpiritual Joys and Comforts of Believers,
being an Effeét of the Spirit’s Office, as a Comforter, they may
be very low, even when Aflurance is ftrong, and fanétifying
Grace in Lively Exercife : The Spirit, for his own holy Ends,
thinking fit to withold his comforting Influences, in order .ta
draw forth the Believer’s Patience and Faith into Exercife ;
fomething like as it was with our Saviour on the Crofs;
his Faith and Affurance remained in full Strength, but his
Comfort was gone ; fomething like this alfo, feems to have
been the Cafe of the Pfalmift, P/, xli. 11, xlii. 5. Yet,
ftill he is kept from finking under Irpatience or murmuring
Difcontent. ‘
Prop. 6. The true Believer may be in Pofleflion of thic
precious Jewel of Aflurance, as founded on a clear 3nd fure
Remembrance of what fpiritual Communications have paffed
between God and his Soul in time pait, accempanied - with &
a remaining, habitual, ftrong and firm Purpofe to cleave unto
his covenanted God, in a Way of Obedience, Dependance
“and Submiffion to his Will ; and yet may be, in the mean
time, as it were, almoft {wallowed up with Grief and Trouble,
Fears and Perplexities, on various Accounts, fo as not to be
able to take that Comfort, in reflecting upon his Intereft im a
covenanted God, that he hath done, and that ftill he both
might and ought to do, were it not that the fenfible Preflure
of his prefent Trouble, together with a finful Weaknefs, Im-
patience and Diffidence, &c. render him unable to do it ;
yea, to drive him to confierable Degrees ot Murmuring,
and Miftruft of the Goodnefs of God, and Care of his Provi-
dence towards him, as to temporal Concerns, either of his own
Perfon, or of the Church of God ; while ftill his Afturance,
as to his {piritual gracious State and Intereft in eternal Life,
may remain habitually firm, like the Stump of Nebucbadne-
xar’s Tree, which remained fere with a Band of [ron and
Brafs. Tbis fesms to have been the Cale of David, when
he faid in his Hafle, All Mex are Lyars, Pfal. cxvi. And elfe-
where, [/ /ballone Day fall by the Hand of Saul. Pful. Ixxix.
throughow, and Feremiah in his Lamentations, o

.Such
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Such Preflisres may arife from various Caufis: As,

1. From outward Aiflictions of various Kinds, whicn may
greatly try the Believer's Faith and Patience.

2, From inward Defertions, reviving of varions Lufts and
Corruptions, whirh {ometimes may and do receive great
Strenc:th, through the Belicver's Unwatchfelnels, befides
ftrony, Temptations from Satan ; and Fears and Apprehenfions
let God, in his righteous, fatherly Difpleafure, fhould yet
further leave him to fall into fome grofs Sin, and fo become
an Offence unto the Generation of God’s Children, becaufe
of his Mif improvement of former Mercies of an high and
fpiritual Nature. .

. Such Treubles may arife from: the Confideration of the
melancholy, perplexed, finking State of Religion and th-
Church of God, by Perfecutions, Divifions, Degenezacy i
Principles, Pradtice or th:c Power of Godlinefs,

And when all thefe threc meet together, it's no wonder
that the poor Believer finds himfelf greatly diftrefled ; even
altho’ his perfonal eternal Intereft be fure and certain. I
now come to '

Cafe 2. Whether and how far it is a Believer’s Duty to
publifk his Affurance of ‘his own gracious State to others ?

I conceive, that a rational well-grounded Solution of this
Cafe, might be alio of fome Ule, to direét the aflured Clyrif=
tian in his Conduét tow.rds others, in converfing with them,
to Edification, I will humbly offer my T'houghts upon it,
hoping that they may he of Ufe to fome. And Firfe I will
preme fome Things.

P om'% 1. Itisone thing te declare qur Experience about
fpiritual Matters plainly and fimply, for their Edification, and
another thing to declare the Judgment which we form of
our Spiritual State, as founded upon fuch Experiences: The
former may be to Edification, when the lutter may net.
The Perfon we confer with, will think or judge of us, ac-
cording to the Apprehenfion which he hath of our Practice
and Experierces, compared together, rather than according

to the Opinion which we have of ourfelves, good or bed.
| I)I‘eﬂ'}
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Prem. 2. 1t's one Thing to declare our comfurtable Hopes
of our good Eftate, which every true tho' weak Believer
ought to have ; and another Thing to declare our Affurance,
which is only the Attainment of fome, and which is not
peflible to be had, but upon clear and certain Evidence of
Grace in ourfelves; 'The former may he done by every
trae  Chriftian, without Sufpicien of Hypocrify or Vain-
Glory ; but the other cannot, except caly to fuch as have
conceived an high COpinion of us, on other Accounts, where-
Ly they are the more eafily induced, to beleve ana give Cre-
dit to fuch a Declara:ion.

Frem, 3. It's one Thing to declare our Aflurance to a par-
ticular chofer bofom chriftian Friend, or to a fmall {elek
chofen Company of fuch; and another Thing to declare it
to any that comes in our Way, or to proclaim it on the Houfe
Top. The former may be to Edification, but the latrcr.ifg,, A
vours of a vain-glovious Difpofition : It will enly be «redited
according to the Opinion ‘which every Heawer hath of the
Perfon declaring, on other Actourts. o
 Prem. 4. Itis one Thing to declare our Aflurance upon
fome certain Occafions, as at the apparent near Approaches of
Death, or upon Occafion of Suffering for the ‘L'ruth, which
many ' heroic Believers have done, after having concealed it
for many Years before, until, by fuch a Call of Providence,

-they were cobliged to declare what God had done for their
Souls, for the ftrengthening and comforting of others; and
another ‘Thing to be making a Declaration of this Affurance,
upon every {light Occafion, without any particular Cail of
Providence, more than common, thereunto. The former
hath been of great Ui, but the lutter is liable to be fuf
{se&ed by all, who cither have no Acquaintance or Know-
edge of us, or have conceived but a ravsn Opinion’ of us.

Having laid down thefe Premifes, which I forbear ac
length to prove, conceiving that they carry their own Fyi
gence along with them 3 will, by Way of Infeonce, huin-
ply ofer my Opinion in this Mattcr, in th. fe fokowing Pro-
 ofitions, o

Fropofidiniz v That the Fuith of Afurance iy fo much
a paifoual Favour, thy snmediate and yocoliar Defign il
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being," for crdﬂary, peculiar to the Perfon who hath it ; it
is, I conceive, not to be publithed or made known, except

to fome peculiar Bofom-Fiiends, or on fome £ngular Occafion.
" Frop. 2. That in order to fuch a Declmation’s being of
any Ule for Edification, it is neceffary, that the Perfon or
Ferfons, to whom f{uch a Declaration is made, have fuck a
frvourable Opinion of the Ferfon declaring, that his Grace
and Attamments in Religion, do bear Froportion to his Affu-
rance. For the Edification followmg fuch a Declaration,
cannot. exceed the Credit that’s given to it: nor can the
Credit given to it, exceed the Opinion which is entertained

of the Perfon declaring.

- Refides what is conched in the above Premifes, I would here
fubjoin a-ﬂ*ort Word for Illuftration and Confirmation.

The Defign of fuch a Declaration, when it is duly made,
muft be. the Ydification of Hearers. The Believer who hath
this Affurance, hath and enjoyeth all the Benefits of it pecu-
liar to himfelf. Withopt fuch a Declaration, a Strarger
cannot intermeddle with this Joy. If this Declaration be

made, only or chiefly to raife the Perfou’s Ffteem, it’s finful

dem—glorwuﬁ;e& Now, as was noted before, the Edifi-

cation of Hearers by fuch a Declaraiicn, will fhll be bound-
ed ana limited by the Meaiure of Credit that's given to it ;
and the Credit given to it, will alfo be in liké Manner-tound-
¢d by the Efteem, Wthh on other Accounts, the Hearers
have conccxved concerning the Perfon declaring, asto his At-
tainments in Religion ; fo that if the Hearers havé conceived

but a dow Eiteem of him, then fuch a Declaration will but

raife and increafe their ]ea]ouﬂes cOnoxmng him, as bemg
either an Hypocrite, or under fome Delufitn. For altho’
for Ivilince, [ myﬁ*lf know that T am well affured of my
gmmous State 5 et it is not poffible for me, to make another
Perlon fure concerning my Affurince ; occauﬁ; there 15 =2
two-fold Wealenefs and Uncbrtamty in ay Tehimony : Firi,
None can be fure but I any unuera Del'..ﬁuu ; And Sccma’!y

Y u‘u!lly uncertain, whether 1 do not play the Hypecrite

ries g'mvﬂm NMonner Ani rpers TC, e PLTfOﬂ 10

\JI}II thus dochare myfelf, indt have Do Fieem of
. . s P
ag to iy Atiain mets io Relicion, |
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edified by tuch a Declaration, which fuppofeth 2 confider-
wole Degree cf Knowledge or Acqu jntance one Wiy or
other ; which can never be the Cale of 2 Multituce, made
up moftly of Strangers, who thouid be guilty of a cupable
Credulity, if they fhould truft :he bere Vooid f a Siriiger
Iniuch a Mazter; that being more than Chriit himfcif re-
quired, who corfirmed his Dodtrine and s lifficn by Miracies,
and required not his Hearers to take Lis bare Wo 1, tho’ in
itfe!f 1afallible : Saith he, Jobuv. 31. If I lear WWitn 15 of
myfelf, 13y Witne G is not true.

snd acordingly it’s obfervable upor this Head, that, xcept
fome of the inipired Saints recorded in Sc.ipture, 1t . ta ne-
ver been the ordinary Pralice of any of the moft ¢ .nent
ard f-itaful Minifters of the Gofpel, to recommend the.atelves
to the'r Hearers, by Declarations of tiis Kind ; althd’ they
'have fometimes comimunicated themfelves to fome prti alur
bofora Friends; and fomeiimes fomethir 1 hath Leen to. nd
amoag their Writings, defized at firlt for their own | ‘vate
Ute, which, after their Death, hath been publithed for the
good of others. They have for ordinary ftudied an noly
Modefty, as being defirous to conceal their own particular
Attainments from the World, excepting fome particalar Cafes »
And even then fometimes, they have induftrioufly endea-
voured, to conceal their own perional Intercit in v hat tney
related, as did the Apoftle Pau/, and Mr. Flaiel i~ is Prca-

maio[agia.

> ‘There is one Thing more, which alfo feems to be of fome
Veight in-this Matter, wrz. That feeing the lucaget Chrif-
1ans are {ll tie Subje@s of rem.ining Corr pro., -nd i e
to Temptation: If we thould fuprc'e she vaared Cnyiftian,
which is not impoffible, to be overniken i1 dome icandidons
Sin fter Juch Declgration of his Affurance ; wouli not this
o the Mq‘uths of Enemies, to repoach ; Yea, ane '
g © ¥ fuch a Perfon’s TIniwegrity more,
if P> had never prerended o 2
1 knov no il
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" msabove, I think iv’s ftill the Duty of affured Chyiftians, td
" ftudy Modefly in fuch Declarations, as the ‘nioft emmem*g.
Saints, in former Géngtations, have dorfe ; feeing,” to 2y ?
otherwife, favours fo much of a viin-ylorious Sounding sf &'
" Perfon’s own Praife. . SRR
/I will here briefly propole and- remtove 'one ‘Objedtion,.
which is or miay be advanced a§a§1@ﬁ what *hath beta'fdid 3 .
and that is the Pradtice of the Plalmift, P/al. Ixvi. 16, :Comng 7
and tour, all ye that foar God, and 1 «w.ill tell what be hath:
dome for my Soul.  Befides other Text:, which may beé aliedgrd
to ¢, itamn either Precepts or Precedents: To which brieﬂ)f‘f
I would anfwer. - e
L. The Pfalmift, by being infpired, was put beyorid all*
3ufpicion of Delufion or Hypocrily. , T
2/ None will or repfonably can alledge, that byethis Text;.
Beliavers are obliged to publifh all that paffeth between God
an+i their Souls: Surely, it would not be to Edification,  to
~7blifh the many Victorics in particular, which, by the Helé
“of the Spirit, Believers obtain over many fecret J'entptations
“apd finful Motions. The Apofie Paul Eonceals the paititu-
lar Thorn in the Flefh gh%rwhich he was tempted. .
4. The Pfalmift’s Publicatidn was to fuch ag’ feared God.
4. The Pfalmift, by his holy Lite publickly kiiown, had
gained fuch a Charafter of a true Saint, that none could be
reafonably expedied, to fufpeét his Declaration as difibgenuous.
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