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A PLEA FOR THE READING OF
THEOLOGICAL MAGAZINES.

BY REV. S. M. TENNEY, HOUSTON, TEXAS.

Every minister of the gospel has other duties to perform

than that of preaching from the pulpit and from house to house

;

he has his obligations to the church at large and to the truth in

its worldwide mission. There is a sense in which every minister

is sent unto the [whole] world. So there are many reasons

why a minister, in his reading and study, should reach beyond

the immediate needs of his local church.

First, then, I contend that the minister should read theologi-

cal magazines to strengthen his mind. If the mind of the

preacher is to be kept vigorous and fresh, if it is to increase and

become stronger, he must read and study something more than

what the people at large read ; he must read something that

will require study, thought, and will tax his mind. I really

believe that this kind of reading, invigorating the mind and

keeping it abreast the times, will solve our ''old age" or "dea>l

line" problem for the church.

Then, if a minister has a mission to the church at large, he

must keep abreast of the thought and movements of the church.

Much advance is being made that will aid in the interpretation

of the Scriptures, and strengthen the strongholds of faith, and

this we should know\

The ministry needs to read this kind of literature to be able

to defend the truth. In 1893, dear old Prof. Wm. Henry
Green, of Princeton, said to the writer, in answer to an inquiry

:

'T believe that the rationalism of Germany, which has swept

over Germany, now is at its height in England and Scotland,

has as yet just touched our shores, and that the day will be when
it will sweep our entire country. The struggle is yet ahead."

To those of us who notice the tone and the increasing numl^er

of books from such men as, I will not say Drs. Briggs, Francis

Brown, Washington Gladden, but the younger men, as Pro-



fessors Sanders, Kent, Day, Rhees, McGiffert, and others, this

prophecy seems to be true.

We must prepare for these things ; the mere reading of a

few popular church papers will not prepare us ; the reading of

a few costly books will not do it. We must be in constant con-

tact with the giants on both sides.

I need not further say that much valuable matter in the

study of the faith comes out in this form that never sees publica-

tion in book form. For instance, a most valuable study of that

difficult passage "baptism for the dead" was contributed by the

late Dr. Talbot W. Chambers for the Presbyterian and Re-

formed Review of 1892; a valuable article, entitled "God-

inspired Scripture," was written for the same Review by Prof.

B. B. Warfield, of which the lamented Dr. G. T. Purves said

that it far surpassed the work of Dr. Cremer, the great lexico-

grapher, and was an unanswerable argument for inspiration.

Of many other such contributions as appear from time to time

1 cannot even speak; but the point is- this, that all this valuable

matter we miss, for it never appears in book form, and we never

see it unless we take our theological magazines.

I must say, too, that in these publications we become quite

well acquainted with the drift of present-day publications, the

greater part of which the ordinary minister cannot afiford to

purchase. These magazines, through their book reviews, are

a kind of "go-between" the many book writers and publishers

and the man of ordinary means, who must keep abreast of all

that is best
;
and, too, it is no mean help to the minister of little

means who finds in these reviews wise counsel for making his

book purchases.

[The Rev. Mr. Tenney will pardon the publishers of The
Presbyterian Quarterly for making use of his excellent re-

marks—so terse and true—and their adding that in the Quar-
terly the ministry have a medium of expression, by the

stronger minds among their brethren, of the trend of thought

in theological directions. The Quarterly is published with

this end in view, and they will find it a valuable aid in their

studies, and the most economical means of keeping abreast of

these advancing times. No teaching elder can afiford to do

without the theological magazine.

WHITTET & SHEPPERSON,
Publishers of the Presbyterian Quarterly.




