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Prefatory Addrefs,

To the Dear People of my Charge,

Grace unto you, and Peace from God
our Father and the Lord Fefus Chrift;

Chriffian Friends and dear Brethren,

6% BDenen @ HE Defire of Happinefs is co-natm'ai~

& to the human Spul, and yet remains
%ﬁm with it, notmthﬁandmo the Ruins of

ﬁ ﬁw 1ts Apo{’caa,) from the blefled Gobp.

s But alafy, fuch brutal Blindnefs }
gﬁ%%% (3 fatuates the Underftandin gs, and fi
gsgﬁ;}%q{“ 549 fentual Pravity byafies the Wllls of thg

mmt that they puriuve wrong Mea-
fures to attain the Happmefs they defire..
Some of a lofty Genius, with unwearied A{dety, 1a-
" bour to fecure Honour% thinking therein to-obtain Hap-
. pinefs; and to that End they climb the af}nrmg Top of
{ Parnaffus, emaciate their Bodies, and wafte their animal
- Spirits in long and deep Studxe\, thinking by their la-
bpur'd and learn’d Lucubrations, to fpread and eternize
' thc;r I'ame Others for the fame Purpofe, boldly tread
. . Az
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ik Th¢e PRE FACE.

the Crimfon Fields of War, fearlefsly open their fenflefs
Bofoms to all the numerous Engines and {udden A venues
of pregnant Dangers,and of crusl Deaths, thinking them-
falves great Gainers, if through the Lofsof their Lives,
thcy can fecure martial Honours and perpetuate Renown
for their heroick Bravery, in the Records of Fame. But
alafy ! how much is the unhappy Simplicity of thofe gal-
lant Souls to bepity'd ! for what (s00d can martial Glory
dq to the dead ?

Othersby deeper but fecurer P -licies,& more ungene-
rous Methods, feck to mount the Wings of Honour, and
reach thehigheft Pinacle of Fame,by labouring to enhance
greatPlaces in the Church and State, through the fofteft
Flatteriesand moft fubtil Stratag=ms ; Methods to be ab-
horr'd by every honeft andingenious Mind. But when

,Men have obtain’d Honour, whatis it ? Itis neithera
Tubitantial, nor a durable Good ; it cannot make us good
or happy ; it may indeed corfupt us, by elating our
Pride ; but it can never contént us : We may as eafily grafp
an Arm full of our own Shadov, as content our Minds
with Fame ; and as it is a meer empty Bubble in its
Nature, and ofteri corrupting in its Effects; {o it is vari-

.ous and vanifhing in its Cont nuance, as fickle as the
“Wind.

| Same on the contrary of a bufer Temper, and meaner

‘Mould, being void of every Thing f{ublime or noble,

‘dzeaming that Happine(s is to be had in terrenePleafures,

i *mge them{tlves in aPool of lawlefs Senfuality ; fo that
M order tq be happy, they make themfelves Beafts, nay

worfe than they ; living in Dehance to all the Dictates
of Reafon, and of Gob; pirchafing at rhe Price of
their eternal Salvation, thefe poor Pleafures, which 7=

1°g of a grofs Nature, limite. Degree, and contratied

“Duration, debafe the Dignit: of the Soul, and defile its

Honaqurs ; but can neither -ait its noble Nature, and
‘fqﬁpemal Exiftence, nor f2 ..fy its {ublime and intenfe
Sefires. |

But there is yet another Generation, of a3 meéan an
fordid Wretche:, in waole grovling Bofoms, beats no»’
thing that is great or genepous g who imagine I“zaG ;

———— o o r—— S

o ———— . AL, ¥ e e




e —— = -

9% PREFACE. o

pinefs is tn be had in temporal Wealth and Riches. .
This, thefe Moles are in the continual and eager Chafe
of ; to this Mark all the Lines of their bufy Thoughts,
anxious Cares, fubtle Projects, humerous Speeches, firong
Defires, and unwearied Labours bend and terminate.
But joor Creatures, if ye did obtain that Meafure of
Riches ye feek after, do ye think it would better your
State, bound your Wifhes, or fecure your Happinefs?
No! no! don’t ye fee the contrary with your Eyes,
that the moft grow in Wickednefs, in Proporti.a to the
Yicreafe of their Wealth,and that inftead of fatia*ing,
it does but whet their Appetite for more ; and ye fhould
remember that the Redemption of the Soul is precions,
and ¢hat it ceafeth for ever. As to thefe Things, a
high Mountain afar off feems to touch the Clouds, but
when we come near, the Diftance feems as greatas be- |
fore. Not to add,that temporal Enjoymentsare of very
vacertain Continuance, #'by then do ye (pend yosr Mo
ney for that which is not "Bread, and yosr Labours for
that which [niisfies not ¢ ;
But the noble Subje@ of the following Difcourfes,
opens a Treafury of inexhauftible Riches, which do in-
dezd better the State, fatisfy the Defires, and fave the ,
Soul. This isa Theme that deferves our moft folemn |
Meditaticns, a Mark worthy of our moft fincere and
vigorous Purfuits ! '
O! that I could perfuade you, dears Sirs, to feek with.
reltlefs and perlevering Importunity, an Interef in
t':ofe unfearchable Riches; without them ye cannot be
rich, in any valuable Refpect, and with them ye cannot
be poor. I woud dire¢t my Exhortation to gracelef$
Perfons, in various Conditions of Life. Are ye poor in
Temporals, and do ye find but little Reft and Comfort
in this World 2 Oh ! then will ye be perfuaded to
accept of the moft durable and noble Riches, Riches moft
dearly purchafed, by no lefsa Price than the Blood og i
(0D ; Riches moft freely, frequently, and condefcend-. |
ingly offered, by the Love of Gob in the Miniftry of
hiz Servants, upon the moft eafy and moft honourable
‘Terms, that the Majefty and’ Purity ef the diving
R A 4 -~ Nature
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Nature, and the Dignity and Felicity of the human Na-
ture could admit. Poor Sinuers, you are under peculiar
Obligations to feek for and accept of the Riches ot Grace
and Glory, leaft ye be miferable in both Worlds It is
a moft dreadtal and fhocking Confideration, to think
that ye fhould make a hard Shift, to rub through the
many Difficulties, Labours, and Sorrows of this prefent
World, to enter into ten thoutand Times worfe in the
next. W here therz will be no Hope, no Eafc, no In-
ierraption, no Exd  Alas, my Brethren ! It had been
betier for you ye had never been born, than that this
fhould e your dimal, difmal Lot. Others have fome
{arry {enfual Comfert in this Life, but ye kave none, or
next to none. Oh! it is moft ternble to think, to be
without Comfort and Quiet in both Worlds ! Dear
Sirs 1. If ye had but the Riches cf a SAVIOUR's Love, it
wouwd {wecien your prefent Diflicultier, conform you to
the fuffering REDEEMER, {upport your forrowiul Souls,
with the certain Profpect of perfect Felicity, and diftin-
guithed Glory, in the next State. For as the Apofile
ebfzrves, vith a noble Emplafis, 2 Cor. iv. 17. Our light
Aftiadizn, wlick is bat fur « NMoment, worketh for us @
far more exceeling, and eternal i eight ¢f Glory.
| O unhappy Sinrers ! Ic would not be Lard to perfuade
ou, I fuppoie, to sccept of worldly Riches, and why
then will ye not te induc’d to accept of Riches worth
tilliops of Vv orlds # Sirs, here, in the blefled Gofpel,
is the gloricus Pear/ of Price, the incftimable Fewels of
the. Covenznt, try’d Gold, more purz and noble than
. that of Ophir, Peru,and Mexico ; and white Rajment, to
enrich and adorn you ; and will ye not accept theun,
n the reafonable Terms they are offered ¢ O cruel
NMurder ! O vile Ingratitcde ! O deteftable Madnefs !
Pe attonithed and herribly afraid ye Heavens and Earth
at ¢his ! Ah ye bieiied Angels; ye cannot but wonder
to fee this terrible Tragedy a&ted ! O ye Saints ot GOb !
Jogk bpw the aderable dying SAVIOUR, and the rich
Porchafe of Lis Bloed, is flighted, by indigent, ungyate-
ful, and degenerpug Rebels U Mz, xxv. 4, 5. Oh'!
gan v¢ lLegp your Hearts ram Mouraing on this Ac-
T T - T ~ 7 count?
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eount { See what huge Numbers of Mankind are lying
in their Blood and Gore, and yet wont accept of Hel

and Healing, when it is freely offerzd. If ye can keep
your Hearts from Bieeding upon this Occafion, they“are
very hard indeed ! Ah! It peirces my very Soul, to fee
my Lord and the Riches of his bleeding Love, treated
with fuch Indifference ; while on the cortrary, Things
ofan infinitely meaner Nature, and fhorter Duration,
are courted and labour'd for with the greateft Vehe-
mence. T'raly, Brethren, ! know not how to exprefs

mySorrows on this Account ; if] could bewail it in Tears
of Blood, I would.

Are ye in Bondage and Servitude? here is a {piritual,

noble, and cverlafting Liberty offered to you, in the

Riches of CHRisT ' Oh'! if the Son of the Father’s

Love do but make you free, ye will be free indeed.

Are ye rich in worldly Goods ? then I befeech you
teriouily and fpeedily to confider, that awful Parable of -
Divesand Lazarus, and efpecially the 23, 24, and 25 |
Verfesof it.  And in Hell he liff up his Eyes being in
Tcrments, and feeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in bis
Bofom.  Ard he cryed, and [aid, Father Abraham, heve
Mercy on me, and fend Lazarus : "at be may dip the Tip
of kis Fiager in ITater, and cool my Tongue ; for Iam ior-
mented in this Flame. But Abrahem [zid, Son, remember
that thou in thy Lif-time reccivedft thy good Toings, and
{1kewife Lazaras evil Things : But now be is comforted,
and thow art termented. ) poor unhappy Sinners ! fee
what a dreadful Change there will be in your Condition
1 a little Time. Remember ye that now wallow in
zenerous Wines, ye will quickly (except ye repent)
want Water to cool your flaming Tongues, but thall
Lot obtain a fingle Drop ; ye will b2 obliged to make
your humble Court to thefe pious Poor, you now con-
temn as the Dirt under your Feet; butin vain. I, in
the IName of JEsus CHRIST, the King of the Churceh,
do earneftly, as on my bended Knees, befeechall of you
that are Gracelefs and Unconverted, of whatfcever Age,
Order, Sex, or. Nation ye are, {peedily to make fire of
4 Intercft in the Riches of Cinist otherwile as yﬁ |
. L - W1
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will continue to te poor and wretched here, be your
outward Condition as it will, fo ye fhall be much more
miferable hereafter, Rev. iii. 17.

The Subjet of the following Difcourfes, minifters
matter of great Support to convinced Sinners ; thereare
Riches enough in CHRIST, both ot Grace and Power
to pardon the Guilt, and break the Dominion of your
Sins, how numerous, heinous and prevalent foever they
be ! '

And this blefled Subject alfo minifters matter of great
Confolation to backfliding Saints, and younger Chrifti-
ans, under their afliGtive Fears, Sorrows, and involun-
tary Weaknefles. See Hof. vi. 1. and Ifai. xL. 11. He
will gather the Lambs of the Flock by the Arms of bis
Power, carry them in the Bolym of bis Love, and gently
lead the burdened and opprefficd, by bis IWord, Spiritand
Providence.

Dear Brethren ! 1 telieve I have a Witnefs in your
Confciences, that the principal Scope of my Projefts,
Defires and Labour: among vou, is your Happinefs. 1
don’t know that [ have given you Caufe to think other-
wife, from the Courfe of my Lifc and Labours among
you, for thefe many Years paft ; though [ freely con-
tefs that both have been very defective ( yet through
Grace, preferved from thoie {candalous Blemifhes which
iome Eneinies to Gop and Religion have devis'd to afs
perfe me with formerly, which of their own Accord,
have long fince vanith=d, to the Sh: me of their Inven-
ters ) and that I am the greateft of all Sinners, and lefs
than the lezft of 2il Saints; lefs than the lcalt of all
GoDp’s Mercies, not meet to be called a Servantof Gop,
much lefs a Minifter of CUrIST. Yet I do rejoice in
the Office that Gop has called me to, notwithftanding
all the Difficultie: that do embarra® it ; and fo far as
I know my own Heart, I wou’d not lay it down for all
the World. For wo is me, if I preach not the GOSPEL.
I'am griev’d that | have come o far fhort of my Dut
‘?)GOD and you, and that I have not with more Ski?'l'

nd Vehemence fousht your Happinefs ! However,

threugh pure Grace I know, that the great LORD of the
- Vinesmard
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Vineyard has accepted and blefled my fincere though
weak Attempts, for the Conviction, Converfion, and:
Confolation of fome of you, for which I blefs the moft
high GoD, and in which I fometimes rejoice in the midft
of my Sorrows.

My Dear Brethren! I do without boafting, inform
you, that I obtained thefe following Sermons of JEsus
Curist the KING of the CHURCE, with many Prayers
and Tears. And thatasthey have been already blefled
to Sinners and Saints, fo I am perfuaded they will be
further blefled and follow’d by the Almighty Power of
the HoLy SPIRIT. Thefe Difcourfes do now appear to
the World in the fame Order and Words in which
they were at firlt deliver'd, excepting the Addition of
one Paragraph in the 16th Page. Thus begging of the
btlefled Gop that you and all who read thefe Difcourfes,
and efpecially fuch who firft heard then:, ( whom I be-
feech moft earneftly in the Bowels of CHRIST to con-
fider and apply them folemnly, clafely and {peedily )
may profit by them. I conclude, and remain

New-Brunfwick,

Aug. 20. Your very
1737

unvorthy Paftor, -

G. Tennent.
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Unfearchable Riches

OF

CHRTIST

BGE LS L EEHE BB

EPHES iii. 8.

Unto me, whom am lefs than ihe leaft of all Saints,: 5 tbb
Grace given, that I jlmald preach among the Ges i '_:
the urfearchable Riches of C HRIST. . o urs .

,.,g‘y

WW@W % HE loving Apoftle 3'alm mforlm

o ® us, That be wbo loves dwells i
‘ & God, and God in bim ; for: Gd.ts

> Love. And thisthe blefied Jeho-

o vahisin four Refpes, o7z, Ef -
£9 fentially, Efficiently, Exemplarily, : .
%¥ and Declaratively. And (1)
' fay, the bleffed is Love: Ef

‘ Jentiglly ; his very Being is Loves
Loweisthat gloriousAt:ribute of the divineNature ,Which
AR thh the moft folemn Majefty, brighteft Beauty,




2 The Unfearchable Riches

‘and gteateft Glory. Verily, Dear Brethres, fuch i
the amiable Splendot of the Love of God, that it is e-
' ndugh to charm and ravith the whole rational Creation,
could they behold it. (2. ) God is Love Efficiently, he
“is the fole Caufe, both efficieat and meritorious, of all
that Love, whether N atural, Civil, Moral, or Spiritual,
which glows in the Bofoms of his Creatures. Ez.ry
good and perfect Gift defcends from above, even from ihe
Father of Lights. And, ( 3.) God is Love Exempla-
rily ; his Love is the moft noble and perfect Patiern for
for ours to imitate ; hence we are bid to e merciful, as
our heavenly Father is merciful; and to welk in Love, as
Chrift alf) bas lov’d us, and given himfelf for us, Eph. g.2.
Add to this, ( 4. ) That the bleflzd God is Love Dec/e-
ratively ; and in nothing has the divine Majefty ex-
prefy'd his Affection with fuch charming Triumph, un-
fearchable Riches, and aftonithing Magnificence, asin
fending his blefled, beloved, and only begotten Son out
of the Bofom of his deareft Embraces, toaflume the Na-
‘ture of Man into an infeparable Union with his Deity ;
that therein he might fatisfy his offended Juftice and
blefled Majefty, through the unwearied Labours of his
Life, the amazing Sorrows of his Soul,and the cruel thed-
ing of his Blood ; and thereby fave perifhing Sinners
-from the deepeft Ruin, the moft doleful and yet defer-
ved Damnation ; and reinftate them in the forfeited
‘Friendfhip of an offended Sovereign, both in this and
the next World, and conform them to the moral Ex-
cellencies of the divine Nature, and the pure Precepts
of the divine Law. Herein is Love, not that we bave
Joved him, but that be bas loved us, and fent bis only begot-
zen Son ta be a Prapitiation for our 8ins. And that thefe
truly naoble Purpofes might be fecured and effeted, in
2 way warthy of the divine Wifdom, in a way fuited to
the human Conflitation ; is not the -L.ove of the eternal
Majefty exceedingly con{picious, and eminently appa-
rent, in appointing a ftated Order of Men, to expand
and proclaim the admirable Glories, and unfearchable
Riches of this great Salvation, thisincomprehenfible Pro-

digy, of ftupsndous and endeaying Affetion, | o




o CHRIST. 3

Of thefe things, the Text under our prefent Confide-
yation, fpeaks, with the {trongeft Emphafis ; and the
fweeteft Elegance. In which we have three Things
confiderable, namely, ( 1.) The Apoftle’s humble E-
fteem of himfelf. (2.) His honourable Efteem of Chbriff.
And ( 3.) His high Efteem of his Office in preaching
him. And,

1. I fay, We have the Apoftle’s humble Efteem of
himfelf, in thefe Words emoi to elachiffotero, pantwn twn
agiwn. The Greek Word bagiss, which we tranflate
Saint, fignifies @ boly Perfos, and fo does the Latin
Word [znffus, from which the Englith Word Saint is
derived. The Word elachiffotero, is a comparative
made of a fuperlative ; it fignifies Jonge minimo vel mini-
" miffimo, a great deal the leaft, much the leaft, or by far
the leaft. 'The Apoftle fays not here, asin 1 Cor. 1§. 0.
that he is ¢he leaff of the Apofties ; but after many noble,
long, glorious, and fuccefsful Labours, his Humility en-
creafing even to a Prodigy ! he looks upon himfelf to be
lefs, than the leaft of all God’s People. O firange! and
ftupendous, but golden Speech! well worthy of a Fa-
ther of the Churches, and Prince among the Apoftles !
Bleffed Paul ! Surely thou waft a Star of the ﬁrﬁo Mag-
nitude, which fthone with diftinguithed Glory in the Orb
of the Church, a burning and a fhining Light ; defer-
vedly and peculiarly Famous, for Learning, Labours.and
Succefs, a very Seraphim for wafting Zeal, apd un-
wearied Adtivity, in the Caufe of God and precieus
Souls. Who was like thee, O thor Man of Ged, a»
- mong the holy Apoftles! who conftantly bore upon thy

generous and compzifionate Bofom the Burden of 2l the

Churches ! 2 Cor. 11. 29. And yet doft thou prefer ghe
meaneft Babe in Chrift before thee. Blefled God, wbat
3 Stoop is this ! Here isfomething for Men and Angels
to wonder at! In the mean time it is probable, eccording
to the Opinion of fome learned Interpreters, that the A=
poftle had fome Reference in this Expreflion, to his fop-
- Iner Perfecution of the Church of Chrift, while .of the
Jewith Religion, | *

4 . gnc .

|
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. But o ) o

3. We have it the Words before us; the Apoftle’s
honourable Efteem of Chriff, upon the Account of his
Riches, which he aflefts to be wn’earchable ; ancxichri-
affon plutin tou Chrifeu. This Word anexicBriafton,
fignifies unfearchable, incomprehenfible, immenfe ; it’s
derived of alpha particula privativa, et ichnos ichmeos

. weffigium, fignifying that the Riches of Chrift are bound-

lefs; a traclefs immenfe Walte, Space, or Treafury ;
which cannot be trac’d by 2 human Underftanding.
The Word ichnos is derived from iemi ec, S ghoo, cog-
aofto, Words that fignify to go, and underftand. The
Word plutes, Riches, is derived ex polus multzs, et etos
annus, to fignify, that Wealth is ufually acquired in long
Proce’s ot Timé ; Riches are the Revenue of many
Years : So that thefe Words complexly confidered, fig-
nify to us thefe things following ; [ 1.) The izefimalle
¥Vorth and Excellenicr of the Grace of Chiift ; for this
above all other things, deferves the Chara&ter of Riches.
(2.) The incomprebenfible Fuln;:[s thereof in him, as
Head of the Church ; which is -fufficient to fupply his
People in all their Wants, and fupport them under all
thei¥ Miferies. There isan immeénfe Oceaii of Grace
and Love in Chrift, both fot Jews and Gentilés, which
no humah Line can Fathom : an Ocein which knows
no Bounds, Brim, or Bottom ! | L
-~ Now the Riches of Chrift are unfearchable in. fout
Refpeéts ; namely, as to their Contfivance, Compifs,
Communication, and Continuancé, - And, =
1. The Contrivasce of thit peacetul Covenant, thro'
the Channel of which, the Riches and Rivulets of glo-
rious Gtace are convey’d to the perithing Children of
apoftate’ 4dam, was dbove the Reach of all Mortals tg
find'out. This, O'This! would have forever non-plafs'd
all Créatures, both Angelical and Human. This was 4
Device indeed well worthy of an eternal Mind ! an
Which none but a God waseéqual to!” ~ And, . .
* 2. The Compafs and Extent of the Riches of. the
Grace of Chrift is unfearchable ; his Mercy is great a:
bove the tieavens.agnd his Truth teacheth unto thé
Clouds
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Clouds Pfalm 108 4  See alfo Zphef. 3 18, 10. And may
be abie tocomprebend with all Saiats,what is the Breadth,
and Length, and Depth, and Height ; and to kncw thelove
of Chriff which paffeth Knowledge : that yemight be fil-
led with all the Fulnefs of God.

3 The Communicationsofthe rich Grace of Chtift are
untearchable,See Fobn 3. 8, Tbe Wind bloweth where
it liffeth, and thou beareff the Sound therecf, but canft not
tell whence it come:h yand whither it goeth ;fo is every
one that is born cf the Spirit. The Manner of the holy
Spirit’s Operations upon the Souls cf the Eleé, is myfers-
ous and wonderful. Tho' we feel them, yet none is
able to defcribe them.

4. The Continuance of the Riches of Chrift, is unfear-
chable, and eternal. As the eflential and primeeval
Glories and Goodnefs of his Leity, have futfilted from
everlafting ; fo his communicable and mediatorial Grace
and Love, will endure toeverlafting. For bis Gifts and

»  Calling are without Repentance; Rom. 11. 28, He gives
- his People eternal Life, and they (ball never perifp, Johe
I0. 28.

Now tho’ we may offer fome dark Hints concerning
Eternity, viz. ,

‘That it isa Duration without Beginning, Succeffion,

and End. Yet our feeble Powers are not able to-
form adequate Ideas of it ; but are loft and fwallow’d

up in a mazy Labyrinth, when we would pierceand
grafp this impenetrable, incomprehenfible Abyf.

!
i

_ But, , | o i
3. We have the Apoftle’s high Efteem of his Office; ‘
in preaching the unfearchable %jches of Chrift. The -
Word tianflated preaching here is evangelizefithai, to
evangelige, it’s deriv'd of two Words, ex bene, et angello
nuncio, which fignifies to report good or glad Tidings. -
And verily, my Brethren, the unfearchable Riches of
Chrift's Righteoufne(s, and pardoning Love, are fuch |
with the ftrongeft Emphafis and higheft Eminence, to
all convinc’d and humbled Souls! The whole aced na |
Phyfician, but the fick,. Now the Apoftle maguifies his |
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Office in our Text on feveral Accounts ; as patticulatly,
- 1. Becaufe his Authority to preach, and Affiftance in
preaching, was a free and honourable Gift of God, he
calls it 2 Grace that was given him ; edothe be Charis
aute; the Word Charis fignifies a free Gift or Favour
veuchfatzd.

2. Becaufe this honourable Gift was given to an uz-
worthy Perfon, i.e toone who was{oin his own Ap-
prehenfion. 7o mewho am lefs than theleaff of 2/lSaints.

3 Becau(e the free Gift wasgiven to be improv’d up-
on the moft delightful Subjef?, the unfearchable Riches
of Chrif. Thisis a Theme which gtafps Fountains of
the moft pure and permanent Sweets ! which at once
enoble and fatiate the longing Soul, with the brighteft
Ornaments, and fereneft Comtorts ! A 9veme that pours
forth chryftal Streams, which water the Garden of God !
A Theme that couches Clouds pregnant with living Wa-
ters, which refreth the Mountains of Zjon, with nume-
rous and pearly Drops ! A Theme that contains the in-
moft Bowels of the gracious Gofpel of the blefled God !
A Theme which amazes our Minds with awful Wonder,
and ravithes our Hearts with {fweet Delight!

4. Becaufe this Gift was given to be exercifed among
a needy Peotle, viz the Gentiles --- This Word comes
trom the Latin Word gens, which fignifies a Nation :
and thus, by Gentiles in the Text, we are to underftand
all the reft of the Kingdoms of the World, befides the
Jewifth ; who were of old God’s favoutite People, to
whom was peculiarly committed the Oracles of God, and
the Covenant. Now to preach the Riches of Chrift a-
mong thefe poor People, was,

1. A meceffary fVork. Seeing that there is no Name
given under Heaven by which Salvation can be cbtain’d
but the Name of Jefus ; A%s 4. 12. And that Faith in
this Name is of abfolute Neceffity to Happinefs, Mark
16. 16.  And that this cannot ordinarily be attained by
the adult, without hearing the Word. Rom. 10. 14.
Faith comes by Hearing, and Hearing by the Word of God, |
2¢ cannot hear without @ Preacher, and be cannot preach
except he be fent. Memorable is that faying of the fﬁ.--

poftle
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poftle Paulto the Corinthians, 1 Epift. i Chap. 23 Vet.
e preach Chriff crucify’d, to the Fews a ffumbling-block;
and tothe Greeks foolifbnefs ; dut ic thofe that believe,
whether Fews or Greeks, the Wifdom of God, and the
Fower of God. Now this Jefus, and the Way of Salva-
tion by his Blood, the poor Gentiles were uvtterly fgno-
rant o?, which made their Cafe very perilous, Ifa. 2», 171.
Pro. 29. 18. and attempts to help them very aeceflary.
And; ‘ _ : |

2. It was a moble /T ork, to preach the Riches of Chrift
among the Gentiles ; which appears in two particulars:
(1.) Thete was great Magnanimityin it, and that both
in a heroick encountring pregnant and imminent Das-
gers; and a patient endvring numerousand prefling Dif=

ficulties ! 'T'e be willingly bereav'd of the Society of

deaiRelations, as well as of all theHonours, Comforts,and
Emoluments ¢f human Life ; and in the mean time,.ex- -
pos'd to the Fatigue of continual Travels among Stran-
gets, to Reproach, Penury, Contempt and Death, in all
its hidedus Forms ; through the Treachery of falfeFriend:;
or Violence of open Enemies; and that for the immor-
tal Good of Mankind, was a generous and gallant En-
terptrize, very worthy of a brave Mind,and a gteat Soul!
Again, Was it not Magnanimous and truly Noble; to
lay the AirftFoundatiori of the Meffish’sKingdom; ameng
?barbarous, rude, and ancultivated People ? who were
Involv'd in the groffeft Ignorance, greateft Idolatry, and
moft fordid Prophanenef. Such have been renown’d
for Heroes who have firft attempted; by plowing tir-
known Deeps, to find out unknown Regions ; but what
13 this, tho’ famous in civil Story, in Compatifon of the
other ? no more thari the vileft Drofs, in Cothpatifon cf
the fineft Gold ! Laying the firft Foundations for zain-

" ing Kingdotns to the blefled God, is 2 Work bf the Ligh-

eft Moment, longeft Dutation,and greatelt Importarice ;

- well worthy of imiortal Glory ! But (2.) there was

gteat Mercy in it; and that to the beft Pait of Men, their

: grecwug‘ Souls: Mercy to the Mifetable is the very

.'fowﬁ.@ﬂ\Floﬁ*er of Vertus ; the thoft noble Paffiost
of the Butddtt Nasure, and the neareft Retetblance 67
B 2
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the divine. O what generous Pity to the human Na-
ture, difrob’'d of its original Glory and Innocence, funk
in Sin and Obfcurity, and {wallow’d up in Blood and
Ruin, beat in the Bofoms of thefe hely Apoftles ! who
freely rifqu'd all that is naturally dear to get it reftored

to its antient Honoumy, to its primitive Beauty and Dig-
nRy.

From the Words thus explain’d, I obferve thefe two
Propofitions following.

I. That tke greateff Saints are leaf in their own E-
freem. And,

2. That it is the Duty and Priviledge of Gofpel Mini-
fers, to preach the unjearchable Rickes of Ctrift.

I return to confider the firft Propofition, which was
this ; viz.
I. Fhat the greatef Saints are l2aff in tbeir own E-

fleem.

In di‘courfing upon which I would (r. enguire what
a2 Saint is, and (2.) offer fome Reafons to coufirm the
Truth of the P 0poﬁtxon

And,

r. The Word Saint, as} obferv'd before, fignifies a
holy Perfon. And now let me farther obferve, thata
Saint indeed is holy in theie fcur following Rcipeéls,

Namely,

r. Heis holy by Profeffion: He profeffes an Efteem |
of, and Love to, the Truths amd Ways of Holiuef, in
the worft of Times, and worlt of Places ; how much fo- é

F

ever he may be defpis’d and opposd on this Account.
With holy Dzvid he values the Laws of God above the
fineft Gold, and they are fweeter to his Tafte than g
Honey from the Comb. The Taberaacles of the great

and goad God are amiable to him ; and he loves the

Place where his Honour dwells. We are inform'd i
Mark 8. 38. that be whs is afbamed of Chrift in & wicked ¥
and adulterous Generation, of bim will the Som of Mas be ' §

afbamed, when be comes in ihe Givry of big lwmr, with) E

the buly Argels, . L&A
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2. A true Saint is holy by Dedication. He has de-
Iiverately devoted himfelf to the Fear and Service of
God, in a Life of Holinefs. Pfal 119. 38. He is with
brave fpirited Fofbua, embarked in the Caufe of Ged
and practical Religion ; and come what will, he’s refolv'd
to ferve the Lord.

3. A real Sazint is holy by Principle. He has expe~
rienc’d 2 Work of Sanétification or Renovation in his
Soul ; which is indeed the great Root, Foundation and
Source ofall acceptable Holinefs in Life ; without which
it is but a Shadow without the Body, or rather a Body
without a Soul. And as a Preparative to this Work of
Sanfification, he has been humbled under an affliGtive
Senfe of his Sin, bath Original and A&wal, of Heart and
Pradice, and his Liablenefs on this Account to the Dam-
nation of Hell ; -as well as his utter Imability, by all his
religious Labours, to help himfelf out of this Condition,
till he was taught of, and drawn by the Father, Fobz
16. 8, 0 Luke 15 17. Alts 2. 37. Fobn 6. 44. By
this Work of Sanctification, as hisView of things is very
different from what it was tormerly, {o his Judgment
concerning them is exceedingly alter'd. ke is now
fully perfvaded that Sin isin its own Nature exceeding
finful,and Holine{s very venerable, that the World and
all its Enjoymeants are very vain, and that Chrift J:fus is
exceeding precious : And that no true Reft can be at-
tain’d any where, but in Fellowthip with him, and Li-
ving to him. He judges powerful and ftrict Religion to
be as rational as neceflary, as delightful as ornamental ;
and fuch who protefs ir, whom he was wont either thro®
Ignorance, or Enmity, or both, to fear, thun, or flight
before ; he now highly Efteems and dearly Loves; and
fuch Company he feeks after, and delights in. The
Bent of his WW3/l, and Courfe of his Affections, move from
an inward Principle, freely and generally to what is holy
and heavenly; for he that is of the Spirit, favours the
thm%S of the Spirit. He that is in Chrift, has crucify’'d
the Fleth, with its Affections and Lufts ;. and he that

1 rifen with Chrift, hath fet his AffeClipns on things

aMY%RO’”o 8' 50 Gﬂly . 24: Co,o « Ly '
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And, .
4. A Saint indeed, is holy by Pradfice. He makesit
his conftant endeavour to be, .
(1.) Ecangelically Hely. As his Defires after Holi-
nefs are infatiable, 1. e. he caraeftly Hungers for more,
and heneffly Grieves he has fo little, Mat. 5. 6. Rom. 7.

24. {o his Labours for Holinefs, are fincere, humble, for-

rowful ; Love conftrains him to ferve God with his
Heart, cr Spirit, 2 Cor. 5. 13. Rem. 1. 9. And he i3
fenfible of and griev’'d for his Inability to, and W eak-
nefs in the Service of Gad ; in fome Meafure, for the
m_{t Part, Mat 5.3. Fhil. 3. & o. 2 Cer. 3. 5.
) Aad, | C

(2.) The Saint of God (in the general) labours to be
yzicerfally holy, without excepting any Duties of Reli-
gion, becaule of any Coft or Difficulty attending them.
Pfal. 119. C. And, |

(3.) He labours faithfully for the moft Part, either
in a greater or lefier Degree, to be perfeveringly Holy ;
knowing that fuck only who perfevere to the End, fhall
obtain tiat Crown of Life which faideth not away, Rez.
z. 10. That Principle of divine Life which is in them,
enclines them to Defire and Endeayour, to be in the
Fear of God all the Day ; yea, all the Days of their ap-
pointed Time, job 14. 14. Pfal. 119. 5. And is not
this the Caufe of thoie -Fears which fometimes Diftrefs
holy Seuls, that they fhall be fuffered to fall, to the Scan-
dal of Religion ? O, with what trembling and melting
Hearts, wiﬁ'they fometimes ufe the Pfalmift’s Petition !
Pl Gg. 6. Let none that [eek thee be afhamed, for my
fake, O Lord of Hifs. [ proceed to the

2 Thing propos’d, which was, to offer fome Regfcas to
confirm the Truth of the Propofiticn, viz. That the
greateft Saints are Zeaff in their own Efteem.
' And, =~ '~

1. Such have more Kuswledge of God than others.
Growth in Grace is neceflarily accompany’d with
Growth inthe Knowledge of God, 2 Pet. 3. 18. Such
bleffed Souls have mozxe Irequent, more clear, and con-
fequently moye affe@ing Views, of the adorable Perfec-
T - tions
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tions of the divine Nature, and fpiritual Extent of the
divine Law ; wkich isbutaCopy thereof. FEachof God’s
Properties or Attributes, when they are fet home upon
the Soul by the Power of the Holy Spirit, fills the Soul
with Wonder and Amaze ; and makes it thrink into
Nothing, (as it were) in its own Efteem ! when it looks
by Faith upon the fpotlefs Purity, ferene Majefty, and
blazing Glory of God, fhining with inacceffible, and ig-
expreffible Luftre and Magnificence ; and compares its
own abhorred Impurity, and contemptible Meannefs
therewith ; what holy Dread and humble Reverence
does it infpire the Soul with? Then how apt is it, with
all its Powers, to exprefs the Seraphs Acclamation ! Ifai.
6. 3. Holy, Icly, hely, is the Lord of Hofts, the Heatens
and Earth are full (f his Glery ! Or the royal Prophet’s
Lamentation, Ifai. 0. 5. /Vo is me, 1am ¢ Man of un-
clean Lips! fur mine Eyes bave feen the King, the Lord
of Hoffs ! Sometimes after a poor Believer has wan-
dred from his God. and turned his Back upon the inex-
haufted Fountains of Zsen, the unfullied Snow, and fa-
cred Sweets of Lebanon ; and hunted after broken Ci-
fterns, blafted Beauties, and muddy Waters ! O! when
a Beani of Mercy, from the Bowe?:g of the blefled Ged,
beats on this wa..dering Sheep ! it beautifies the Mind
with its Brightnef, and breaks the Heart with its
Warmth ! How is the poor Believer aftonifhed at this
Miracle of pure Grace ? Ah! how exceeding fweetly
do the Thoughts of the undeferved, unchangeable, and
fatherly Love of Goq, break and thaw the Heart, into
the filent Tears of the fofteft and tendereft Contrition,
for their Sins again{t this blefled God ! O how ate their
bleeding Hearts bow’d within them, when they think
of their Ingratitude againft the good Majefty, and yet
they can’t contain them {rom burfting forth into Streams
of filial Affeion, to that compaffionate Father of his
People ! O how nigh and venerable are their Thoughts
of God, and yet griev’d that they are not high enough !
The Child of God is much pain’d, yea, his Heart is rea-

dy to break, that he cannot exalt the great God, and

fupream Majefty of Heaven and Earth enough, eitl;er
e A W ‘ v
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“by the Conceptions of his Mind, the Speeches of his
- Lips, or Actions of his Life ! and indeed_his Thought;
, are as mean of himfelf, as they are high of God. hat
a poor, contemptible, vile Worm am I? ah, how fin-
" fully have I finn’d againit the blefled God ! and yet does
"the Lord look upon fuch a dead Dog as 1am ? | blufh
and am afhamed, becaufe of the greaif'ather’s pure Love !
"0 haow bright and beauteous are the Glories and Riches
~of his Grace ! how boundlefs and great, the Ocean of
“his Goodnefs! how unfathomable and amazing are the
dear and valuable Treafures of his Love ! Wonder, O
ve Heavensand E:rth, at this! and all ye holy and blef-
fed Angels and Saints of the Church triumphant and
militant ! Exalt! O Exait! the venerable Honours of
“the tremendous Majefy, inviolable Fidelity, unexcited
. AffelZion, and unmerited Mercy, of the blefled God !
~And why, my poor Soul, wilt thou not ftretch forth all
thy Powers in expanding the Glories of this facred, fe-
‘rene, and venerable Majefty ; and in opening the tran-
fcendent Excellencies, and ravithingCharms of his Grace ? |
but ah ! I faint beneath the Weight, and my Thoughts g
and VVords fail to exprefs this Love fuitably !
And,

2. Anather Reafon confirming the Truth of the Pro-
_pofition, is this, That the more haly a Perfon is, the
“more they know of themfelves. The Knowledge of
God is that G/afs in which they behold their own Blem-
".ifhes, the fecret Corruptions of their Hearts, the Sins
of their Pratice,and Defects of their religious Services.
- Now the inore they fee of their own Vileneis, the more §

by Confequence they are griev’d and humbled upon |
this Account, Rom, 7. 24. And,

3. Great Saints have more Love to God than others
of a Jower Statarein Chriftianity. God himfelf who is
the Founta'n qf Holinef, is Love ; now the more holy ;

-any c¢nc is, he muft needs be more like God, who isthe
‘Father thereof, and therefore muft grow in Love ; now
Charity. or Love, for fo the original Word Adgape fig-
pifies, fuffers long, and is kind, caunteth not itfzlf, is not §
puffed npy believeth al) Thipgs, hopeth all F.ings, 1 Cory §
I " iq
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13. 4.7. Itinclines us to put the moft favourabie Con-

ftraction upon our Brothers Speeches and Ations,. that

they can in Reafon bear. And as the true Szint whois
govern’d by this noble, godlike, heavenlike Principie
of Love, 4s thus favourable to others, fo he is very fe.
vere agzinft himfelf in judging of his own Actions, and

will much aggravate his own Failings. This was the
Practice of Dacid, the poor Publican, and penitent Pro-
digal. 2 Sam.2 1. 10. And David’s Heart [mote bim, after
that be bad numbred the Pesple ; and David [aid unte
the Lord, I bave finned greatly inthat 1 havedone ; and
now 1 befeech thee, O Lord, take away tbe Iniquity of thy
Servant, for Ihave done very foolifbly. See alfo, Luke
18. 13. And tic Publican fanding afar off, wouw'd not
lift up [o much as bis Eyes to Heaven, but fmote on bis
Breaft, f(aying, Cod be merciful tome a Sinner. And,
Luke 15. 21. Father, I bave finned againft Heaven, and
in thy Sigkt.~----Thus holy Souls are inclin’d by Love to
think themfelves worie than others, and to prefer others
before themfelves, according to the Apoftle’s Advice,
Rom. 12. 19. Fhi. 23. But hypocritical Pharifees being
govern’d by other Principles, viz. (Ignorance, Pride, Co-

vetoufnefs and Malice,) like naughty W hores, keep
much from their own Homes. And as they flatter
themfelves, o they are cruel and meércilefs, in their
judging and cenfuring of others Speeches and Actions;

and are very ready, defirous and laborious, to prefee-
themlelves before others ; and are griev’d when any

outihine them, and {o as it were {tand in their Light..

- 4. Great Saints live more upon Chrift than others,arg -
confequently are more poor and mean in their own Eye§;
Gal. 2. 20. Tam crucify'd with Chrift, neverthelefs I ligt,

yet not I, but Chrif liveth in me----- Philip. 3. 8,0.. } |
count all Things as Drofs and Dung for the Excell:ncy of
the Knowledge of Chriff Yefus my Lord. o

I proceed to the IMPROVEMENT of this Propofition.
And, .
I. What has been offer’d concerning the Charaderg
And Properiies of a Saint of God, fhould invite us to
examaine
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examine whether we our felves be indeed fuch, and
efpecially at this Occafion, feeing that without this we
have no Right in the Sight of God to partake of the
holy Ordinance in View ; nor can in Reaion, expsCtany
Comfort ar Benefit thereby, fhould we be fo profanely
bold, as to adventure without a Warrant ; but on the
contrary, dreadful Frowrs from the Face of God. For
without Faith, which is the Root of undifguis’d and ac-
cepta’le Holinefs; we can neithe{]épiritually difcern the
Lord’s Body, nor feed upon it. ithout this we are
Jike to lofe the Defign of the Ordinance, and incur the
dreadful Threatning denounc’d againft the unworthy
Partakers of it, |

“Atre you therefore, my dear Brethren boly & by Pro-

Sfeffion, Dedication, Principle, anl Prafice, Evangeli-

cally, Univerfally, and Perfeveringly holy. 1f fo, then
may ye come with humble Hopss of Acceptance, to
the holy Table of the L.ord. But alafs! are there not
many among us, who are the very rever.e of what has
beenobferv’d : For are ye not atham’d to own Chrift’s
Ways and Truaths in bad Times and Places? Ah ! do

e not hypocritically fhift, juft as it fuits your worldly
Zlonour, or Intereft 7 Are not fome inftead of being
devoted to a Lite of Holinefs, devoted to ferve their
Lufts and temporal Interefts ? Do not ye make Provi-
fion for tie Fleth to fulfil the Luft thereof; and pur-
fue the World with fuch anxious Care, and earneft
{abour, stho’ it wer2 your chief Good ? Pful 4. G.
And are not many of you utter Strangers to fuch a
Wor< of Sandtification, as was beforehinted ? Alafs!

“Yre not many of you, in the general Courle of youx

Speech and PraCtice, covetous, vain, fenfual # Are not
many of yo1 legal, and mercenary in your religious
Labours? Is not the Fear of Punithment, or Hopesto
commend your felves to God’s Favour by your Doings,
the princijal and general Spring of your religious Sa-
crifices? If {o, youare under the Law, and by Con-
fequence under the Curfe, Gal. 3. r10. --- For all, do
not fone of you except againft fome Duties of Religion
as too {irit ? and is not this, when habitual, an.awful

| o Evidencg
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Evidence of your Hypocrify 2 Pfal. 119. 6. Are not
the Affe@ions and Endeavours of fome of you, in reli-
gious Matters, like the Morning Cloud and early Dew?
for have ye not put ¥our Hand to the Plow, and look’d
back, with Lot’s %Vi e, upon the World ? Or with the
murmuring Ifraelites upon your Lufts? And fo are not
fit for the Kingdom of Heaven ; unqualify’d to be
Members both of the Church Militant and Triumphant.

Alas ! are not iome fo far from being Saints in Rea-
lity, thar they make a Jeft and Banter of the very Name
Saint, and ufe it as a Term of Contempt and Badge of
Difgrace ; to depreciate thofe they diflike. As foon as
ever any Body begins to be forrowful for his Sins, zea-
lous forGod’s Glory, 2nd affeGtionately Laborious in deek-
ing his own Happinefs, in the Way of unfeigned lHoli-
nefs ; they prefently lofe their former Efteem of him,
de’pife him asa Fool, and oppofe him as an Enemy to
himfelf and others. O ! ye mercilefs and foolith Phari-
fees, will ye neither enter into the Kingdom yourfel'ves,
nor {uffer thofe that are entring in to enter, Matth. 23.
13. Good God! what a horrid Degree of blockifh {3tu-
pidity, and hellith Malignity, have fome of the Soms of
this fordid Generaticn, degenerated into ? That they
belch out the moft implacable Spite, againft what is moft
venerab e in its felf, and theretore moft worthy off the
Liteem of all Rationals ! viz. Holinefs, the lealt Lines-
ments of which are the Obje&ts of their Abhorrence,
‘There feems to be but little Difference, between fuch,
and Beafts, as to Knowledge, and Devils as to Malice !
%f fuch be Holy, then the Devil himfelf is a holy Per-
on. )

Now to conclude this Head, I aljure and obtedt all
thofe Sorts of Sinners juft mentioned, in the Narne of
the moft highand eternal God, the King of the Cliurch,
that ye wou'd fpeedily confider and lay to Heat}t this
dreadful Trath, viz. That without Holinefs, n0 Man
foallfee God. And that if ye remain in the Condition
you are now in, ye will be loft to all Eternity. For,
be that fows to the Flefs, foall of the Fiefh reap Corrup-

tiom, Gal, 6, 8,
. And, J
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o Aﬂd;

2. What has been obferv’d concerning the Humility
of a Saint of God, ferves to reprove the contrary Prac-
. 2ice of fome, who profe(s themielves to Le fuch. 1tit be

fo as “has been prov'd, that the greatef Saints are the
leaff in their own Efteem ; then we may learn by the

Rule of Contraries, That fuch are the leaft, or none at
all, who {requently Efteem themfelves the greateff: For
as this demonftrates great Pride of Heart, fo it fignifies
that fucn have but lictie Knowledge of God, or of them-
felves ; little or no true Love to God ~r Man ; little
or no:Fellowfhip with Chrift, or Reiliance on him : o-
therwi.e their haughty Arrogance, would be broke, more
broken ; and their Hearts humbled, more humbled.

- But wherein do fome Profeflors thew their high E-
feem of themfelves? I anfwer in the tollowing Particu-
lars, namely, | -

1. In being dogmatical, pofitive and imperious in their
Opinzons about dark, doubtful, and difficult Matters; te-
ing more ready to fpeak, than hear, contrary to the A-
poftle’s Direction, Jam. 1. 9. Wherefore, my Brethren,
let every Man be [wift to bear, flow to [peck, flow to
wratd. And in {peaking, being not only rafh and pre-
cipitant, but void of felf Sufpicion, and impatient of Con-
tradiction. T'his proud, pofitive, domineering Way of
fpeaking, is condemn’d by the Apoftle Famesin the 3d
Ghapter of his Book, and 1t Ver. My Brethren, be not
many Mafiers, knowing that ye fball receive the greater
Condemnati .

2 An [peaking bighly cf their own Graces and A&ions.
The Birecticn ot Solomon, 1n this Cafe, is very worthy of
Notice, Prov. 27. 2. Let another Man praife thee, and
ot thine own Mouth. 1t is true, itis lawful, yea expe-
dient, at proper Seafons, to fpeak to fuch as fear God, of
cur gracious Experiences; for this, no doubt, is a princi-
pal Branch of the Communion of the Saints ; and when
well manag’d, acceptable to Ged, Mul. 3. 16. But a
light, over-frequent, imprudent, and boafting Way of
relatingy thofe things, is very much to be cenfur'd ; and
auch more when it is mix’d with Falthood. So, no

~ doubt,
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doubt, 1t is equally lawful and expedient, fometimes to
relate the Succefs God has gracioufly given to ouf La-. -
bours ; for this we have the Example of the Apoftles,
Af#s 15. 34. But this thould be attended with humble
Caution, leaft the blefled God be facriiegioufly rob'd of
his Honour, our own Pride elated, and another’s Envy
enflamed, which it is apt to be, if he is out of Frame,
and we {tand in his light. But, L

3. The Pride of fome Profeflors, appears in their ra/l
and cenforious ReflelZions upon others Conduét ; in their,
giving a wrong Turn to, and putting an unmerciful
Glofs upon another’s Speeches and Actions, either by
cruel Slander, charging them with Evils they.arenot
guilty of, or by envidious Detraétion, leflening the real
Gceod they do. For it is as difficult for fome, to look up-
on their own Virtues without Pride ; as upon the Vir-
tues of others without Envy : or where they are guilty
of real Blemifhes, through Uncharitablenefs, reprefent- ‘
ing them to be much worfe than they are, (and with
what View ean we reafonably fuppofe) but to eftablifh
their own Character, upon the Ruin of another’s. All’
that differ from their infallibie Judgment, muft be prey
fently doom’d Erroneous; and all the Good thatit pleafes
the gracious God to do by others, muft be mean and coms |
temptible, forfooth ; and why? but becaufe they didn't '
do it ! They had no Finger in the Pye, and therefore
to be fure it muft be nothing worth. O the horrible
Pride, and Selfithnefs, that is in the Heart ¢f Man !
yea in the Heartsof good Men! To antidote this poifo-
nous and thameful Difeafe, I will mention a Paflage of
the Apoftle Paul to the Galatians, 5. 15. But if ys bite
and devour one anotber, take heed thar ye be not confumed,
one of another. o

4. 'The Pride of fome Profefforsappears, in theiy haﬁy

and cruel judging the State of others towards God:;
either in their Abfeuce, paffing Sentence before Ttryal,
Without any neceffary Caufe ; which Backbiting can be
of lio Service, but to occafion and increafe finful Con- |
tention, and fcandalous Debate, and prejudice Peo‘?le |
gunft Chriftianity. Ot jn their Prefence, withogt. uf;- i

i — o m-—d
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ficieht Grounds, fathly judging theip State to be bad s
Againft this the Apofile ¥ameés fpeaks plainly and pun-
gently, Jam. 4. 11. Speak ret Evil one of another, Bre-
zbren; be that [peaketb Evil of bis Brother, ard judgeth
&is Bkother, [peaketh Fvil of the Law, and judgetbh the
Lzw. By this Method, weaker Chriftians have been
very imuch wounded, and Religion exceedingly re-
proach:d. It is true, the other Extreme of daubing
with untempered Mortar, ought to be, with equal Care,
avoided.
~ If it be fo, that fuch are truly eminent in Hol efs,
who efteem themfelves the leaff ; then alafs, how ,ew
are eminent among us ! For are not many Profeflors.
inftead of preferring others before themfelves, Induftri-
oufly preferring themfelvesbefore others? Is not almoft
every one exilting himfelf, and ftriving to be efteem’d
the gredtelt ; more than in Reality laborious to be fo ?
And is not this the true Caufe of thofe Contentions and
Debates; which fometimes {ubfift among Chriftians, E-
braim dgaintt Manaffeh, and Manalehagainit Epbraim.
hich if it was removed, Love and Concotd would un-
dbubtedly prevail.

~ But I muft haften to the Conclufion of this Difcourfe,
by exhorting my Hearers, to two Virtues mentiofied in
this Text, viz. Holinefs and Humility.
And, | L

1. Dear Brethren, let us labouf to be boly, as God is
holy. --- Holy in all manner of Conveffation. |

Holinefs in the General recommends it felf to our E-
Retm and Purfuit, by the ftfongéft Arguments and In-
centives, that can poffibly be fuggefte. :0ahuman Mind.
As it is enjoin’d by the higheft dutbority, and that upon
Pain of Death, eternal Death : fo it is the very Perfec-
#ios of our reafonable Narure, in a Confotmity to the
moral Perfections of the Diety; aiid direftly conducive
to our prefent Tranguility, and future Glory. Without
it we can neither enjoy our Selves, nor our God, in this,
or-the next World. Without it; our deathlefs Souls

will be buried in everlafting Rusns ; but this h&rod“%e:
| ;
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the moft fublime and fatisfatoty Pleafures, crowns us
with the nobleft Dignities,and inftates us in the moft du-
rable Glory and Happinefs. And, ~

More paiticularly, The Exetciie of holy Habits, are
peculiarly neceffary at the venerable Solemnity before
us, when we approach before a holy God. It’sthen ex-
tremely neceflary to have our Loins girt, and our Lamps
trim'd and burning. Hence is that ot the P/a/mif, Pfal.
26. 6. T will wafbh mine Hands in Innocency, fo will I com-
pafs thine Altar, O Lord. 1 would addrefs you, my
Brethren, on this Occafion, in the Language of Fofbue
to the People of Ifrael, before the Ark was carried
through the Waters of Foraen ; and as Samuel the
Prophet, before the Offering of Sacrifice, Sa#cfify yosr
felves, for To-merrew the Lord will do Wonders among
you, Joth. 5. 3. Perhaps the blefled God may work
Wonders of his Grace and Power among us. San&ify
your felves, and come with me to the Sacrifice.

But how ?

1. By Repentance. (i) Confefling youf Sins freely,
fully, affeftionately, without Conftraint, Referve, or
Indifference. Say with Dawid, ITwill confefs mine Ini-
quity, and be forry for my Sin. (2) Mourning over Sin
from Love to God, and with Bitternefs, Pfal. 51. 4.
Zech.12.10. Elpecially over ourCovenant-breaking,which -
is attended with Ingratitude, Perjury, and Hypocrify.
(3) Loathing our felves for Sin, 726 42. 6. (5 Rcfol-
ving its Death through tne Strength of Chrift’s Death.

2. By Faith, let us look upon Chrift whom we have
pierced, let us behold the Lamb of God, who takes a-
way the Sin of the Worid ; by Faith let us rerew ouf
Covenant with God, two ways, (1.) By a new A& of
accepting of Chrift according to his Gofpel Terms ; and
(2.2{ By a new A& of refigning our Selves, and our All
0 him, And,

3. By Prayer, let us fend ftrong Crying and Tearsto
God, that he would be pleas’d to fanétify us, from the
GUllt,OfSin, by the Blood of Chrift ; and from the Power
"‘21‘} Pollution of Sin, by the W ord and Spirit of C}rwf’c‘i

oan Yy, 17, Santtific ws shyongh thy Arath 5 tBy Ivor
}gmgj ific w5 shrongh thy T ’byﬁnd,
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; \nd,

* 2. My deat Brethren, I would exhort you to be bum-

Ble, Col. 3. 12. Put on, cs the ele? of God, holy and be-
loved, Bsweis of Mercy, Kindnefs, bumblenc(s of Mind.

Humility in the General commends it felf to our Af-
feQion and Pradtice, by the following Arzuments ;

1. A humble Life is the /o£ £ Life. Such as walk in
low Places are not like to have ruch dangerous dow nfalls,
as thofe who tread upon Precipices, and meddle with
things t0o high for them. Pfal. 131. 1. |

2. Itisthe fweeteff Life ; it helps us to the Pofleffion
of our own Souls, by preventing the Ruffies of Paffion,
occafion’d through Reproach and Oppofition ; and thus
preferves a ferene Calm in the Heart, amidft the moit
boifterous T'empefts. It alfo introduces the Prefence of
God into the Soul, which is better than Life it [elf, Ifai.
57- 15 . .

-4. It's the moft profitable Life ; for God refiffs the
proud, but giveth Grace vo the bumble. Humility isin-
deed the Motper of other Virtues, and a neceflary Com-

ifon of all acceptable religicus Worthip. Such as
bhumbic themfelves fhall be exalted ; --- Humility is the
brighteft and moft beauteous Ornament of our chriftian

Chara&er ; a Garb with which we fhould be ever cloth’d, .

and without which we are indeed naked; 1 Pet. 5. 5.
This would commend us to the Efteem of Mankind,
when we moft thun it, and leait defignnit. This would
cement the broken Societies of Chriftians, wth the beau-
tiful Band of brotherly and undifguis'd Affection ; and
prevent or heal thofe unhappy and uncomfortable Jars,
which marr their mutual Edification : And incline the
Sons of the fame Father, and Heirs of the fame Inheri-
tance, to Travel without juftling, in the fame Road, to
the fame Reft: This would induce them to confpire with
harmonious Unanimity, to carry on the {ame blefled
Work of God. And,

4. A humble Life is the moft cquel and rational Life:
It's the higheft Reafon and Juftice, that we fhould be
férpetually humble, whether we refleét upon the abfo-

ute Sovereignty, augull Majefty, unfullied Purity, and

. -
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‘nzcceffible Glory of God, or our contemptible Mean«
nefs, abhorred Vilenéfs,and continual Dependence upori
God. . But, |

More purticilarly, The Exercife of this precious
Gracé, is highly neceflary, when we draw nigh to fuch
a high God and immenfe Maiefty, in the ho'y Euchariff.
It isas unreafonable for us who are tie leaft, to look up-
on cur felves to be the greateft ; as it was truly noble
in the blefled Apoftle, who wasreally the greateit; to
think himfelf the leaf*. If we want to fpeed at the Sa-
cramental Solemnity, we muft bring empty Veflels, hum-
ble and hungry Hearts,and then we may expeét through
Gracé tobe fill’d out of theFountains of Life;and enrich’d
out of the unfearchable Treafures of Salvation. Behold,
the blefled and beauteous Bridegroem cometh, dear Bre-
thren! O let us labour by a fincere Faith, 2nd profoiirid
Fumility, to go out of Siri and Self to meet this glorious
and magnificent Xing of Zion ! A negleéting to come
to this Feaft of fat Things, by fuch who have fuitable
Furnitute, contains in it thefe three Evils, viz. Rebel-
lion, Ingratitude, anid Madnefs. (r.) Rebellion againft
his commanding Authotity ; Do this in Remembrance of
me. (2.) Ingratitude againft hisdying Love,in flighting
that Inftitution which he ordain'd for his People’s Be-
nefit, juft at his Entrance into the Vale of the Shadow
of Death. In which the Fruit of his Sufferings,and Pur-
chafé of his Blood are prefented to us, and conferred ups
on the worthy Receiver. When the King has provi-
ded fuch a rich Banquet, at fuch a dear Rate ; for fuch
mean, bafe, worthléfs Wretches as we are ! Shall we
flightit? (3.) There is Madnefi in it, gteat Unkifid=
nefs to God, and barbarous Cruelty to our own Souls, in
rejecting that precious Food, which the loving Saviour
has provided for our Comfort and Nourithment; we are
like to have reafon to complain long enough, of our
Deadnefs and Barrennefs, when we won’t ufe inftituted
Means to get them remedied. "

Objes?. t. 1am apworthy. I anfwer, The Wotthi-
nefs that Chrift requires, is an afflitive enfe of our Un-

Y 7. ‘wotthinef#
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worthinefs, and an earneft Hunger after his Righteouf-
nefs, Ifai. g5. 1. Matt. 5. 3, 6.

Objelt. 2. 1 am afraid I fhould fail to the Scandal of
Religion, if I fhould come. I anfwet, You will be more
likely to fall, if you don’t come, if prepir'd; becaufe
thereby you offend God, and therefore are like to be-
tedve your felves of his Help, without which you cannot
ftand. Your Fear of falling, if real, isa probable Means
to prevent Falls, and an Evidence of Love to Chrift’s
Kingdom.

Obje#. 3. 1 fear ] am not in 4 good State. 1 anfwer,
If you have been made {o fenfible of your Sin and Mife-
ry, and of Chrift’s Beauty and Allfufficiency, as to clofe
with the Saviour as he is offered in the Gofpel, and find
the principal Bent ot your Heartsand Practices, running
freely towards Ged. Then is your State good, accor-
ding to the Scriptures. And, my dear Brethren! you
mady come to this holy Ordinance, with Fear, mixed
witi Faith and Trembling with Hope. If you have
experienc’'d fucha Work of God, tho’ ycu be in fome

i&ting Fears whether it te right or no; Yet you may
come to have your Fears remov'd,, and your Faith
{irengthned. |

Object. 4. I am not in a right Frame, and therefore I
have not the Wedding Garment. Ianfwer, If you have
examin’d your Souls, and endeavoured to humble your
felves before the Lord, and honeftly refolve God’s Glo-
ry and your own Goed in this Matter: Tho’ you don’t
ﬁynd fuch Degrees of Vehemence in your Affections to-
wards Chrift as you do defire,or as you have felt, yet may

ou come to have your fmoaking Flax inflam’d, your
¥aint Defires encreas’d. For furely, the blefled Jefus
never intended this Ordinance only for the frong, bué
al{o for the Support of the weak ; the Nourithment of
the Babesof the Family,and Lambs of the Flack, whom
the compaffionate Shepherd carries in his mereiful Arms
and gently leads thofe that are with Young, lfai. 40.11.

Objeét. 5. That Text 1 Cor. 11. 29. terrifies me.
anfwer, the Greék Word crima, tranflated Daimnation,
primarily fignifies Fudgment, and the unworthy IErta-

ing
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king actording to the Context, feems chiefly and dire&-
ly to intend frreverence in this Matter, which was the
Sin of the Coristhians : But if we fhould mke it ina
move large Senfe, yet is there no reafon tg believe that
an vnworthy Participation, even in #bis ch_ept_aﬁbh of
of the Word, is the unpardonable Sin. For that is ma-
licious,and againft Light,but this through Igncrance; and
with a good Defign. Now we are inform’d, that all
maniner of Sin and Blafphemy fhall be forgiven unto Men
excepting that; Marth.12.31  Therefore let every ho-
neft experienc'd Perfon, come to the Table of the I.ord;

in Obedience to his Command, that they may profefs his

Name before Men and Angels, and renew their Cove-

mant -vith him here, in order to enjoy him hereafter:;

Amen ! | ‘ -
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Unto me, who am lejs than the leaf of all Saints, 15 this
Grace given, that I fbould preach among the Gentiles,
the unfearchable Rickes of C HR IS T.

ESTERDAY I open'd this Text, and ob-
ferv'd two Do&rinal Propofitions fromit;
one of ‘which was then difcufs’d, and there-
fore the other comes now to be confider'd,
which is this, namely,

1. That it is the Duty end Priviledge of Gofpel Mini~
flers, to preach the unfearchable Rickes of Chriff. 1 i
n :
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In opening of which, I.defign (to fpeak upon the
following Heads :

1. Shew what it is to preach Chrift. .

2. How this appears to be the Duty, and Priviledge
of Gofpel Minifters.

3. Shew what is imply’d in the Notion of Riches in
general. |

4. Shew wher¢in confifts the Riches of Chrift in
particular.

5. Shew whatare the peculiar Properties of the Riches

of the Lord Jefus.
6. Enquire what are the Arguments, by which we

may be induc’d to believe in the Unfearchablenefs
of Chrift’s Riches ?

I return to confider the
1. Thing propos’d, which was to fhew, #hat it is
to preach the Rickes of Chrif.  And,

- 1. Negatizely, to preach the Riches of Chrift, does neg
zntend that @ Minifior fboald [peak uponno other Subyel?s,
but fuch as bave immediate Relation to, or make exprefs
Mention of the Perfon, Naturcs, and Offices of Chriff.
For this we are fure was not the Practice of the Apofies,
who well knew the Duties of their Office. They prue
dently adapted their Difcourfes, according to the Times

in which, and Places where they preach'd. When -
blefled Peu? was to difcourfe before Felix, an unjuft and

—— e e — —t—

intemperate Man, He re:foned ot Righteoufnefs, Tem-

perance and Judgment to come, which feafonable Dif-
courfe from the Priforer at the Bar, ftruck the Judge
on the Bench, intofucha trembling, as put him to his
Trumps to get rid of his Fright. And thus when the
fame Apoftle was at_Athens perceiving their Superftiti-
on, Idolatry, and Security, be inveigh'd againit thofe
Vices, and labour'd to alararté them, by the Terrors of
the laft Judgment, 4#. 17. It is true the Apoftles being
fent qut to profeli.e the Jews and Gentiles, to a new
Religion ; were naturally led to {peak mach about
) T Chrift
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Chrift’s being the promifed Meffias ; for the Gentiles
had no Notion of #his, and his the Jews deny’d ; and
it being a fundamental Truth, it was highly neceffary,
that both fhould be convinc’d of it, and inftruéted con-
cerning it. But the Cafe, as to Chriftianiz’d Nations,
is very different;fuch want more to be convinc'd of their
Need of a Saviour, than that Chrift ic the promis’d one.
. For this they drink in with their Mother’s Milk, and
learn by Education ; but the other they cannot know
without {piritual and fupernatural Illuminatipn.
" And, o

2. Much lefs does preaching the Riches of Chrift in-
tend. an unnatural, afteGted,and occr frequent mentionirg
the Nan> of Chrifft, when it {uits neither the Subjet,nor
Order of the Diicoutfe. This is like the Practice cf the
Papifi, who in their Prayers mention the Name of
Jefus nine times together, and above a hundred times in
one Mefs of Prayers. Such a Devotion asowes its Birth

and Exercife to Chimes and affe@ed Tuning of Words, .

i3 childifh and foolith, unworthythe Dignity of a human
Soul, and inconfiftent with real Religion, which is @
reafonable Service, Rom. 12. 1. Such Affelions as are
rais'd by Tones and Senfelels Charms of Words, wita-
out a preceeding Convition of the Mind, and Perfua-
fiori of the Will, by Reafon and Argument, are more
fit for Theaters than Churches, for Children and Fools,
than Men of Learning and Underfianding.
Bat,

2, Peffitively, Preaching the Riches of Chrift intends,
gur making the Lord FefusCbrift the great Scope of all ovr
Sermens.  For no otherFoundation can anyMan lay,fave
¢hat whichislaid, which is JefusChrift. Chriftin his Fer-
fony Nature, Offices, Okedicnee, and Sufferings, is the Sub-
flar.ce and Mariow of the Gofpel; tasethis blefled Lord
aut of it, and it isbutan empty Shell.  Nowa Minifter,
tiuly preaches Chrift, whep he forms his Difcourfes upon
fuch Subjects as fuit the State of his Audience, foasio
havea dire¢t Tendency to convince fecure Sinners of
their abfolute Need of Chrilt ; fo as to guide convinc'd
Sinners to Chrift, and build ap converted < Perfons in

a | him
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him, as the alone Foyndation of Juftification, Sanctifica-
tion, and eternal Salvation, 1 Cor. 1. 30. When his
ftupendons Fullnefs, Allfufficiency and Williagnefs to
fuccour the Miferable, are difplay’d : When all the
Lines of our minifterial Labours run towards Chrift as
their Scope and Center ; if not formally and exprefiy,
yet virtuzlly. But to open this more fully, let me ob-
ferve, Thata Minifter cught to preach the Riches of
Chrift, - |
I.ﬁ Prudently, By obferving a reafonable Order in the
Subje@s of his Difcoutfes, as well asin the Manner of
handling them. He fhould firft according to the Order
of the Spirit’s working, labour by Difcourfes upon Mens
Sinand Mifery to affect them with a Senfe of their pre-
fent Danger, and thus convince them of their Need of
a Saviour. Then when poor Sinnersare convinc’'d, and
only then -re the Tid.ngs of the Saviour’s Fulnefs, and
Riches feafonable and fweet! For the whole need no Phy-
fician, but the fick. ~
But Preaching much of the Riches of Chrift, hefore
Sinners are prepar'd for it, by Humiliation, and that
after a lax Manner, is like fending for a Phyfician in
hafte, when there is no Body fick, or like appiying 2
Plaifter, where there is no Wound ; or like Sowing te-
fore Plowing. And yet, alafs ! this is the blind or blun-
dering Method, which too many Preachers follow ;
fometimes through grofs [gnorance of the Nature of their
W ork,and fometimes it may be fear’d through Self- Love,
cor:(ulting more their own Credit, and werldly Intereft,
than the Happinefs of Men’s Souls ! And thus itis no
wonder, that there comes little Good, by their Preach-
ing, ' '
_ And, dear Brethren ! There fhould be Caution us'd
in the Manner, as well as Order of Subje@s ; a clofeand
diftin® Application is exceeding neceflary, both for the
Conviction of Sinners, and Confolation of Saints, 2 Tim.
3.15. Andin difcourfing upon the Riches and Suffi-
Cieucy of Chrift, fhould not Care be taken, that this be
o explsin’d and its Terms propos'd, that the Pre(umea’s
‘ an
Cg |
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and Prophane may have no handle to ftrengthen them
-1in their %cluﬁons, and debauch’d Pratices ?
And,

2. A Minifter ought to preach the Riches of Chrift
plainly. Tho' the Difcourfes af Minifters fhould (mell
of the Lamp, and be exprefS'd in grave and mafeuline
Language: Yetall bombaft, and fuch unnatural Affec-
tation of the Flowers of Rhetorick, as do obfcure their
Speeches, thould be carefully avoided. Pau/, tho’ a Ma-
fter of Language, preached the Gofpel not with H ifdom
of Words, leaf the Crofs of Chrif$ fhould be iwade of none
effedt, r Cor. 1. 17.

3. Punmgently. Chrift’s Servants fhould declare his
Truths with great Earneftnefs, Zeal and Compaffion :
Tkey fhould cry aloud and not {pare, and thew to Jf-ael
their Tranfgreffions, and to the Houfe of Facob their
Sins; they fhould fpeak with the moft awful Senfe of
the Maje{{y of that God, for whom they fpeak ; the moft
compaffionate Senie of the Miferies of thafe Souls, to
whom they fpeak ; the meft affe@ting Senfe of the
Truths, which they fpeak ; the important Meffages
which they bear, from the great God, to the precious
Souls of Mepn ' This was the blefled Pra&ice of the ho-
Iy Apofiles, 2 Cor. 2. 17. For we are not as many, whics
corrupt the ford of God, but asof Cod, int'e Sigiv of
God, [peak we in Chriff. It's beft when Sermons are
{teep’d and {eal’d with the Speaker’s Tears, Foel 2. 17.
A& 20. 31. how much foever both their Wordsand
‘Tezrs may be defpis'd, by a Generation of blinded and
‘hardned Mortals, who are Strangers to trug Contritioi,.

I proceed to confider the

2. Thing Prepos’d, which was to thew, How this ap-
pears to be the Duty asd Priviledge of Gofpel Minifers 2

And, "
. 1. It appears to be their Duty, from three Confidera-
tipns ;' (1.) From the Command of Chrift, Nvatth. 28. 19,
(3) From the Prafice of the Apoftles, zs the Text
te cheth us. And (3.) From the Nerure of the Thing,
Chrift and the Bleflings he has bought by his Blood for
o poos
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poot Sinners, i” the Subftance of the Gofpel ; and ghere-
fore if Minifters do not preach Chrift, and direct Sin-
ners to him, they do not preach the Gofpel, - but the
Religion of Nature. i

Not to 2dd, That it is tor this End, that Chrift has
afcended up on high, led Captivity Captive, ana given
Gifts to Men ; for this Chrift upholds his Servantsin their
Work, and recompenfes them atter it. Now if Chrift
does all ¢his for his Minifters, it is but reafonable and

grateful, that they fhould preach of his Fullnefs and
Riches. W hich is, ~

2. Their great Priviledge. Notwithftanding all that
Contempt that is pour’d upon, and Oppofition made a-
gainft the raithful Minifters of Chrift, by ignorant and
wickzd Men ; and notwithftanding the manyDifcourage-
ments that do attend their Work, partly from the cen-
forious Reflections of good Men, and partly from itsown
Weight and Difficulty, and their W eaknefs, Coldnefs,
and fometimes Unfuccefstulnefs ; or from the Tempta-
tions of the Enemy of Souls, who does with uncommon
Vigoir befet theri,knowing that in them, if he prevails,
he ‘may wound a Multitude. Partly from the Straits
rhey are fometimes expofed to, on the Account of their
Lupport ; ameny a poor, penurious, and ungrat=ful Peo-
ple. [ @y, notwithftanding all the atorefaid Particulars,
the minifterial Work, is a great Priwijedge, which wili
appear by the four following Confiderations.

Namely,

1. Itis a nobl> IMork ; t aims at what is of the highefl
Importance, and Value, no le:s than the pertedt and e
ternal Happineis of immortal Souls. %5 is what the
areat and blefled God has had hi; Heart upon, from at
teernity. W hat hisunfearchalle /7 j/dem has projected
his almghty Power compaiv'd, and eternal Love pro
claim’'d.  T%is {vits the Dignity of a human Soul ; #4;
exalts and expands it with Defires and Projects, worthy
ot its noble Nature, gréat Defign, and fublime Original.
‘This is what the venerable Son of God, has laid down

‘his Life to purcafe, and the eternal Spirit labours ta
tecure to lien, by his blefled Operations in them. | In
a . Cumparilol
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Compari‘on of this ali the other eareful Contrivances,
and painful Labours of bufy Mor:als, are not worth one
Rufh. Nay they are as the bafeftRubbifh, an the vileft
Drafs, not worthy of being once mentioned.

2. It's an bomourabie Work. 1t is not only honourable,
by being truly noble ; but it's honourable by divine Ap-
pointmert. Hence is that of the Apoftle to the Tbeﬂg-
domians, 1 Epift. 5. 12. And we befeech you, Brethren, to
know them that labour among you in the Lord, and admo-
wifb you ; ard to effezm them very bighly in Love, for their
Forks fake. Hence the Elders are faid to be worthy of
double fi:n2xr, efpecially thofe that Labour ia the Hord
and Doffrine, 1 1im. 5. 17. And hence even the Feet
of thofe that bring the glad Tidings of Peace are faid to
be beautifl, 1fai. c2. 7. And hence Chrift Jooks uvpon
the Honour done thzm as done to himte!f, and the Con-
tempt patupon them,as caft upon himfelf. Luke 1o. 16.
we are told, that be who receives @ Prophet, in'the Narie
of @ Prophet, [ball reccive a Propbet’s Reward. And
we are further informed, Lzke ro. 12. that fuch as did
not receive the Anpoftles, the very Duff of their Feet wil!
be a Witnecfs againff them ; [» that it will be more tole-
rable for Sodom and Gomorrha, in the Day of the Lerd,
thaw for them.

3. I'sa pleafant 1Tork ; efpecially at fuch Times,
when the blefizd God enlarges his Servants Hearts by
his Love, and fuccesds their Labours by his Power. O
then it’s a fweet Recreation, to fpend themielves to
Faintnefsin labouring for Soulz ! with what inward Pica-
fure, will th=y pour out their vehement Crys to Gol
for them ; their compaffisnate Complaint: over them ;
and their ardent Addrefes to them! Oh ' when they
perceive that the Eves of the Blind are cpercd,and the
Dead begin to live, that the Lame voalk, 2ad thie Leapers
are cleanfed ; riat the Proud and Secure begin to get
their Hearts bumtied un:l broken, and caft moeuarntul
longing Looks a:ter the favionr it makes tueir Hearts
leap in their Boror £ Joy and Gladnets.  Believe i,
Friends, never hada Siver suchizladnefs at the inc-eafe
ot his T'reature, as 2 fuithful MNinitter feels, at the turn-

ing
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ing of a wandering Prodigal to God. The Apoftle tef-
tity'd of themfelves that they were forrowing, yet 2l-
ways rejoicing, 2 Cor. 6. 10. And above all other Sub-
je@s, the Riches of Chri# amaze their Minds, and melt
their Hearts, into Admiration and Love. Bat,

4. It's a profitable Werk ; tho' in many Places there is
na Profpect of any temporal Reward, but that of Re-
proach, Contempt, and Penury, in the faithful Difcharge
of this Work ; yet blefled be God, there is 2 Degree of
diftinguifhed Glory in the next Wrld, which the gra-
cious God will certainly confer upon fuch, who turn
many unto Righteouinefs. Such fhall furely foine as
the Brightnef; of the Firmament, and as the Stars for e-
ver and ever, Dan. 12. 3. And thus Iam led to fpeak
upon the

3d Thing propes’d, which was to thew, Whas is im-

ply’d in the Notion of Rickes in general.
And,

I. Riches fignity what is excellent or waluable, either

in it felf, or in the Efteem of Mankind. A Man is not
eteem’d Rich who has a great deal of TrafhandRubbifh ;
{fo Chrif# isin himfelf, and in the Efteem of all that
know him, and believe in him, exceeding precious ; he is
that ineftimable Pear!/ of Price, which whofoever finds
hid in the Field ot the Word, with Joy fells all in or-
der to obtain it. If the whole Heavens and Earth were
turn’d into the fineft Gold, and richeft Jewels, and put
into the Scal: with Chriit, they wou’d not Weigh fo
much as one Grair, againft the maffieft Mountain inthe
Univerfe. if all the Angels of God, were employ’d for
Millions of Ages, to caft up the Worth of Chrift, they
puld not effe¢t it. No ! thofe wife and penetrating
Opirits, atter all their laboriousEnquiries,and {ublimeldeas,
would be non-plufs'd ; and more wou’d remain of Chrift’s
Riches, ten thoufand Times ten thcufand, than they
could conceive or exprefs! O the inconceivably rich,
and excellent Lord Jefus '

2. Riches imply an abundance of what is excellest or
valuable ; not only what fuflices our felves, but what is

| : | {ufficient
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{ufficient to relieve many others. Now in Chrift it has
pleafed the Father, that @/l Fulnefs jbould dwell ; - ven
the Fulnels of th: God-bead bodily ; Col I. I0. An us-
created Fu'nefs of his Father’s cﬁcntxal incommunicable
and communicable Attributes, dwells in Chrift ; the
Glory of God fhines in his Face; and a Fulnefs of crea-
ted Grace and Excellency ; hence it is faid, that the
Law was given by Mofes, but Grace and Truth cm(n];
Fefus Chriff, and that he wasanointed with the of
Gladnefs above bis Fellows. Thus it appears that this
blefled Lord is not only eutarces, but pantarces, not on-
ly Self-fuffizient but All-fufficient. .

. Riches, all in general Defire. Now the vene-
rable Lord Fefus is juitly fti'd, Twe Defire of all Na-
tions, Hag. 2. 7. He is that bleffed Per(on, whom
all Nations fhould defre ; and whom wife and good
Men of all Nations have defird ; and without
whom none in any Natian, can have their Defires fa-
tisfied. WV ith what pious Paffion does the Pfaimf's
Soul pant after this blefled God, in the 124, 634, and 84th
Pfzlms 2 Even as the purfued Hart after the Water
Brooks, or the parched Earth after the Rain; yea, his ve-
ry He:r: and Fleth cry’d out after God, even atter the
living G<d, and follewed h.rd after him ! With what
holy Vehemen e, does the poor Church long for this
Redeemer ? lfai. 26. 9. /¥ith my Soul have I defired
thee :m be Night, yea with my Spirit within me, will I
feek thee mr/y Cant 2. 5. Stay me with Flagens, com-
fort mewith Apples, for Iam fick of Love Cant.s. 4, 5,0
My Releced put in bis Hazd by fo' Hile of the Daor,

oo T PR WY RO e - s g e o v ————————memmmenrT  —vglll]
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and my Bew: Is were mozed for bn 1 rofe up to cpen to y

my Reloved, azd my Hands dropped with Myrrb, and my
Fingers with fucet fmelling ]i}'yrrb upon the Handles of

the Lock. - Sat my Selovcd bad withdrawn bim/ifyand

was goney, wy Soal furled when he [pake ; 1 [ougbt bint,
bu I coul! nor fin! bin. O ! that the eampaffionate
Lor: jc(u» vou'd biets our poor Souls with fuch a
Sickaets ths Day ! O ! that the rich and good Sa-

vioir, would {et usas a Seal upon his Heart, as a Seal

upon his Arm,and give us Defires ﬁronger than Death!
4 Riches
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4. Riches cannot be ufually obtain’d without Lakour ;
it'’s the Hend of the diligent, as Solomon obferves, that
makes rich. Now Chrift Jefus and his Love, which is
the true Riches, cannot be obtain’d without I.abour ;:2he
Kingdom of Heaven [uffers Violesce, and the <wicient, and
none but fuch, take 1t by Force. Hence we are bid ta
Sfrive to enter inat the fait Gate ; for many il jeek to
entery and [ball not be able, Luk. 13. 21.

5. Riches can procure a Supply of all our temperal
JTants. Concerning fuch Things, Selomon’s Obfervztion
18 juft, Trat Money anfwers all Things: It can purchaie
Cloathes to c~ver us, Bread to {upport us,and VVine to
refrefh us.  Riches will procure us Houfes and Liberty,
pay our Debts, and fo prevent cur Imprifonment.

And thus, dear Brethren ! the Richesof Chriff’s Loce
can fatis{y 2ll the /Tants of our Seuls, and fill us with
Marrow and Fatnes : The e can cloath us with the
Robes of Rizhteoufnefs, nourith us with the Bread of
Lifte, revive us with the Wine of divine Con'‘olation,
and fatisty us with the cryftal Waters of eternal Sal-
vation. Chrift has purchafed by his Blood, and can con-
fer a ipiritual, noble, and everlafting Liberty, from Sa-
tap, Sin, and Death. John 8. 36. If the Son make you
Jree, you fhall be free indeed. The Riches of Chrift
can eafily difcharge our Debts, and fo prevant cur ever-
lafting Imprifonment, in the Jail of Dammnztion ; and
introduce us into that Houfe not made with Hands,
whofe Builder and Maker is God. And,

O. Riches,Mifers delight in, and joy in the Increafe and
Acquifition of : Sothe Riclies of Chrift’s Love rejoice
the Heart of a gracious Perfon, more than worldly
Wealth can a gracelefs one ; hence is that Saying of the
Plalmift, Pral. 4. 7. Thou baft put Gladnefs intomy Heart,
more than in the time that their Corn and H'ine increafe.

This ! O this ! makes holy Souls rejoice with Joy un-
ipeakable and full Glory. He aie the Circumcifien,
fays the A poftle, Philip 3. 3. whichworfbip God in the Spi-
Tity and regoice in Chriff Fofus.

7- Riches, Mifers will exceedingly grieve for the Lc/s
of ; So wher aracious Souls have loit the Sight of Ci{rift’s

ace,
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Face, and Senfe of his Love, they paffionately wailand
imourn like the Turtle-Dove bereaved of its Mate :
W hen thow bidefft thy Face, fays the Plalmift, Zam tros-
bled. And hence is his expoftulatory Complaint, Pfal.
42.5. WWhy ort thou caff down O my Soul, and why art
thou difguicted withinme? And was not thisthe Spring
of the Spoufe’s Labcurs after her Lord, and affeftirg
Enguiries concerning him ? Cant. 3. Ske travelled the
broad Ways in feeking him, and asked the Watch-men
if they faw her Love? |

8. Such as feek Riches, often meet with Cppofiticn in
their purfuits ; and thus thofe who truly feek 7e/us and
his Love, are generally opposd by Men and Devils.
Gal. 4. 29. But as then, be that was born after the Flefb,
perfecuted Vi that was born after the Spirit : Evenfy
it is now, Ephef. ¢ 12. 2 wrefle not acainf Flefh and
Bleod ( i.e. not cnlv ) but acainff Priacipalities, and
Powers, againft the Rulers «f the Darknefs of this il orld.

0. Suchas poffefs Riches are either really or feignedly
effeemed. And thus thofe whbo peifels the Riches of the
Grace of Chrift, as they are really more exccllent than
their Neightours, fo they obtain the juft efteem, and
fincere Refpe@ of all who have a right Judgment of
Things. '/a!. 16.3. Yea, Geodnefs fhining in 2 Degree of
diftinguifh’d Eminence, commandsa fearful Reverence
from all fuch as are not Wholly loft to a Senfe of Virtue
and Honour.
10, Riches are ecrneftly labowr’d for bythe moft; for
them they get up early, and fit up late, eat the Bread
of Care and Sorrow ; for them their bufy Minds are ton-
tinually working with careful Contrivances, and painful
Proje@s. And with the fame Vigour and Vehemence,
do al! convinced Sinrers feek the Riches of Chrift, yea
with much more. Hence it’s faid, That from the Days
of Febn the Baptift, the Kingdom of Heazcn fuffered Vio-
lence, and the violent take it by Frrce. O with what
Tears, Trembling, and Groans do thefe Souls cfy to
Heaven Night and Day for Mercy ! Go to Saui of
Tarfus; behold he prayeth. €' with v-hat angious Feas
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and deep Concern will théy enquire the Waj‘r to Chrift ?
What fhall I dotobe faved ! O can you direét me!

I haften to the

4. Thing propos’d, which was to fhew, #bercin con-
fifts the Riches of Chriff in particular. And row, cear
Brethren, I muft launch with a fmall Beat into the bound-
lefs Ocean of the adorable and amazing Excellencies of
the holy and venerable Lord Fefus. Itcannot te ex-
pected, thatin the Compafs of one Difcourfe, I fhould
tpeak upon all the amiable Perfs€tions of the eternal Son
of God; no Sirs, this would require a vaft Volumn. 1
muft only latour with Fear and Trembling, to give a
few dark and broken Hints of the Riches of Chrift, in
thefe following Properties, viz. Hifdom, Power, Grace,
Glory, Beauty, Love. And, ‘

1. Chrift is rich in 7Vifdom ; he is the Wifdom of the
Father, the Wonderful Counfellor. In him are bid the
Treafures of J1ifdom and Knowiedge, Co). 2. 3. And hence
mention is made of the Richesof bis IV ifdom,Rom. 11. 33.
And that by his Knowledge he fhould juftify many.
Ila. 53. 11. He isthe great Prophet of his Church, who
makes the Heart of the rath underftand Judgment, ard
the Tongue of the Stamerers fpeak plain. |

3. Heis rich in Powcr ; as he isthe wonderful Coun-
fellor, fo he is the mighty God, the everlafting Fa-
thef. As his Wifdom is unfearchable, fo his Power:
irrefiftable ; by his Power he can do all Things, that are
neither contrary to his pure Nature, nor contraditory
in theit own. His abfolute Power isonly limited by the
Poflibility of Things, Luke ;. 3/7. His ordinate Power
by his own good Pleafure, Epbe’. 1. 11.

I. He is powerful as God ; and this his creating the
World demonftrates, Yobn 1.3. How vaftand gloti-
ous muit that Power be, which by one Word of Com-
mand made Nothing {pring into Being, and out of that
rude Chaos of confus'd Matter, form’d the beantiful Fa-
brick of Heaven and Ear+h, with all the numerous 2nd
magrificent Hofts of both ; and alfo laid the Foundati-
0ns of the Globe we trggd vpon, and fpread forth.ff‘:}e
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vifible Heavens, as a Canopy or Curtain to cover- it ;
checker'd with beautiful and various Luminaries, to en-
lighten and fruéity it, Rom. 1. 20.

2. He is powerful as Mediator ; hence we are told
that /! Power ix Heaven and Earth isgivento him,
Mat. 28. Were not the miraculous Works he effeCted
in his humbled Stote, a fufficient Declaration of his glo-
rious Power 7 W hat lefs than Almightine(s cruld by a
Word and in a Moment, call forth the fleeping Dead
into Life and Motion, footh the raging Winds, and {tiil
the angry Deep into a filent Calm ? What hut the
Finger of Omnipstence could open the Eyes of the blind,
and make the Tongues of the dumb move in Praife ?
Or turn the Tongues of others to exprefs the Honours
of his Grace, in Languages they had never learned.
What but Almightinefs cou’d cure incurable Difeafes
Vv 1 < ’
ereate Bread for Multitudes, and raife the Lord of Life
from the Depths of Death ? Now the Power of Chrift
as God, is .

1. Underived. He is that Fountain of Power from
which all natural and civil Power and Rule is derived.
1 Chron. 2g. 12. Prov. 8. 15, 16.

2. Supreme. All created Strength combin’dinto one,
cannot withftand it. Pfa/. 115.3. Nay the Power of
Creatures is but an Inftrument ot it, to effect the divine
Purpefes; even when they themfelves dream not of it.
Ifz. 10. 6, 7.

3. Infinite. Hence we read of the exceeding Great-
mefs of his Power: (Eph. 1. 1¢.) the Glory of his Power,
(2 Thef. r. 4.) the Mig"t of his Power, Eph. 1. 1o.

3. Chrift is rich in Grace. Eph. 1.7. In whom we

-
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have RedemAition through bis Blood, the Forgiéenej} of ]

Sins, according to the Rirkes of bis Grace. W hat 13
Grace, but Gifts given freely, or Love andefervd ¢
Now how many Inftances of pardoning Mercy to the

i

moft vile, and {upporting Mercy to the moft miferable

of Sinners, do the holy Scriptures abound with ? And

are not thefe eminent Illuftrations of the pure Grace of
Corift 2 O! who can read without the deepeft Won-

der, the furprizing Change of a Manaffeh, a Saul, 2 +
Mary ;
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Mary Magdelete! Sure nothing but the moft fovereign
Power could, and the moft pure Grace would, wafh
fuch Ethiopians white | Ard indeed this the Apoftle
acknowledges, 1 Tim. 1. 1. And the Grace of onr Lord
was exceedins abundant. |

As Grace is the impnlfive or moving Caufe of Ele¢tion;
he'.ce the Peop'e of Ged o' . call'd a Remnant according
to the Eletion of Grace, Rom. 11. 5. So it is the impul-
five Caufe of the Vocation, Juftification, Sanétfication,
and Salvation of theeletted. Rom. 8. 30. # 'bom be pre-
defiinates,thofe be ealls  Rom. 3.24. B.ing jufified free-
Iy of bis Grace. Eph.i.3,4,6. Who hath blefled uswith
all [piritual Bleffings, according as ke bath chefen us in.
him, before the Foundation of the Horld, to the praife of
bis glorious Grace. Eph. 2.8. For by “race are ye faoed ;
and that sot of your felves : it is the Gift of Gvd. And
further toilluftrate the Riches of the Grace of Chrift, let
it be confider'd, that Grace is 1aid to be pout’d into the
Lipsof Chrift P/ 45.2 He hasthe Tongue of the lear-
ned; and can fpeak 2 Word to the weary in Seafons
Again, Chrift is faid to be full of Grace and 'I'ruth, and
of his Fulne[s bis Peaple receive Grace for Grace, Tohn 1.
14, 16. 'Thus you fee that not only the Lips, but Heart
of Chrift is full of Grace ; yea, mention is made of the
Glory of his Grdce; (Eph: 1. 6.) The Riches of his
Grace; (Ver. 7.) The exceeding Riches of his Grace;
(Eph. 2. 7.) The exceeding abundance of his Grace, (&
Tim. i.14.) ‘ | o |

4. Chrift is rickin Glory, Eph. 3. 16. That be wiuld
grant you according to the Rickes of bisGlory, to be frengih-
ned with Might. Dear Brethren! T'his is fo bright and,
dazling an Attribute, that our Thouvghts, in their fiib-
limeft Flights, cannot reach it : butall our feeblePowefs
in their higheft Elevation; faint betore it ! And heithef
ate able to bear the Luftre of that inacceflible Brightricf;
which compaflfes the Throne of God ; hor pietce the
Clouds which atténd his Paviliisn. The blefled Séera<
Phims themfelves cannot {tedfaftly beliold; the Glory of
the fupreme Majefty, in its open’d Beauity; ahd diteck
Radiancy ; without covering their Faces with & Vil:
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How then can we who are of a meaner Mould, and un-
hallowed Lips, fpeak of this adorable and tremendous
Attribute, without debafing its Purity, and obfcuring iis
Eminence. Yet feeing we are indulg’2 the Liberty of
offering our broken Thoughts, let it de confiderd,

" That Glory, according to the Notion of moft Divines,

:s an Excellency or Perfection 1n2 Subie@, which either
s, or ought & be honoured. Now the Lord Jefus Chrift
is glorious in the following Refpedts.

1 Heis effentially glericus as Grd, by the eminent Ex-
cellency and Perfection of his Nature ; which pofiefles
all his Father's Attzibates: on which account he juftly
Merits the profoundeft Veneration, from ali intelligent
Creatures ; hence he i3 call’d“:he mighty God, and that
e counicd it not Robbery to be equal with God. (/fai.
0.) Hence he is faid to be gloriousin H olinefs, in Majefty
2nd Dom.nion, +xed. 15. 11. Pjal. 145. 5 Pfal. 45 1:.
And the Lord Chrift is

z. Originally glerious ; He1s the Fountain of all pofiible
Excellency. W hatever is truly noble or glorious 1n 2-
ny Creature, borrow'd its Being from Chrift, as its Caufe
efficient or meritorious, ard is either formally or virtual-
ly ir him, and that iu the higheft Degree of Eminence.

o Incomprebenfibly glorscus ; his ¢[fential Excellescy 15
the very Face ot Gud ; which we caanot fee and live,
Exod. 33 20.

4. Corifp is wscbangeably glorioss ; Hiseffential Emi-
nence is far from the Shacow or Chanve, and neither
can admit of Increafe or Decay, becaufe it is God -him-
{clt. He is the Alpba and Omega, the iame from ever-
lafting to everlafting.

5. Chriffis incomparably glerious. Our nobleit Excel-
Iency is but Darknefs, when compared with Chrift; our
Strength Weaknefs, and our Wifdom Folly, 1 Cor. I.
~g. He losks to the Moon, and 1t fbineth not, and the
Stars are mot pure in bis Sig t; yea, be chargeth bis As-
gel: with Foliy, Job 25. g. As the Sunm, when it fhines
in its Strength, drowns leffer Lights; turns the Stars in--
to Darknefs, and the Moon into Shade : fo the furpal-

fing Glery of Chrift, obfcures all creased Excellency
it
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it maft vanifh at the aiprmch of that suguft ind fzrene -
Majefty, or bluthing hide its Deformity with a fable
Mantle.

6. Ciri# is declaratively glerious, both as God, ahd as
Mediator - As God, he hi: manifefted his eflential Ex-
cellency by the /Forks of Creation, and Providesce,
which declare bis Clory, and few bis bandy 1Work, Pfal.
19. 1. In the vaft Volumas of Creation and Providence,
the Wifdom, Pawer, and Goodnefs of God, afe written
with btoad and beamy Chara&ets, Rom. 1. 20. As Me-
diater, the Glory of God fhines :n his Face, and thro’
his Redemption has had its brighteft Triumph ; in this
a Conftellation of divine Attributes, (viz. Wifdom, Juf=
tice, Truth and Love) harmonize and kifs each other,
and shine forth with fuch a Luftre, as juftly amaZzes
Men and Angels ! Now the majeftick Brightnefs of the
divine Glory is fo tempered and allay’d with the Hus
‘manity of Chrift, that we may behold it ; which other-
wife wonld break or blind our feeble Powess, 1 ¥obm 1,

. The Lord Fefus Chrif is ultimately glorious : He is
the End as well as Original of all Excellency ; As it
comes from him asits Caufe, {o it thould tend to him as
its Scope, and Center ; for of bim, and through bim, asd
to bim are &1l thirgs. _

The blefied Lord Jefus is call’d the Brightnefs of bis
Glory, (meaning God the Father) Hed. 1. The Lord of
Glery, Jam. 2. 1. And it's further faid, that be ivas
coanted wortby of more Glory than Mofes, Heh. 3. $. Is
it not the fuperlative Glory of Chrift that gilds the Gof=
pel with Glory? t Tim. 1. r1. Accerding to the glo-
riogs Gofpel of the blefled ~od. This is the Gla’s, upon
which his tranfcendent Eminence, fhines with diteéte(®
Rays, and refle@s the ftrongeft Light ; a Glafs which
opent the karinonious Beauties of the Deity, ind tranf=
forms his People fror Glory to Gloty, 2 Cor. 3. 18.

5. Chriffis rich in Beauty. And,

I. His Beauty is usjverfal. Every thing._ i him &
lovely ; he is beautiful in his Natsres, gim and Rela-
tits, Heis cloath’d wich the fublimeR-Adajefy, ind

- D2 poflefr'd
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ef’d of the moft {potle’s San?ity. His Name is 2
Oiatment pour'd forth. He is the m- ft faithful Friend,
compaffionate Huskaai, and crevailing Adcocate.  As
there is nothing in Lim but what is truly amisble, fo
there i< a perfeiConcurrence of every thing thatis fuch.
He is Wiidom, Righ ecufnels, Sanctihcation, and Re.
demption. The bleiF=d Jetus is not only poflefs'd of e-
very thing in it {c'f ‘ovely, but of every thing that i3
fuitible to, and neceifary forus. He is /ifJom to di-
rect us, Righteou’n [s to juftify us, Saadification to adorn
us, and Kedemption to fave us. He is a hiding Place
from the Wind, a covert from the Tempeft, as Rivers
of Watersin a dry Place,and the S~adowof a great Rock
in a weary Land. Hence the poor Spoufe juftlyobferves
concerning him, Cant 5. 16. that be 15 altecether lovely.

. 2. His Beauty is incomparable avd fuperlatize ; He is
faircr than the Chillreu of Me:, Pia'. 45. 2. Fairer than
the Sons of “od, the holy Aazels, who cover their Faces
in his Prefence, lie proftrateat his Feet, ca't their Crowns
before his Throre, and are charg’d with Foily, though
they be the wifeft Creatures in the whole Univerfe, ¥cb
4.18.  Fairer than the Heaoens, for even thefe bright
Bodies which are the moft beautiful of all Things vifi-
ble, are rot pure in bis Sizbt, Fob 15. 15. Thefe obfcure
Shadows of Beauty and Excellency, which are difperfed
among created Beings, unite in this blefled God, as their
fole originzl, and proper Center ; and fhine in him with
periect E:inence, and diftinguith’d Glory. Hence is
that juft and pafhonate Exprefiion of the: agmiring Spoufe,
Cant. 5. 10. My Beloved is white and ruddy, i»: chiefs$
among ten thoufand.

3. His Beauty is unchangeable and stzrnal, without
Variation or fhadow of C'ange. Heis the A/pbe and
Omega, the Firf and the Leff. His perfe Beauty nei-
ther admits of Wane or Increafe. But on the contrary,
O how variable is all created Excellency! The A#-
gels fell from their firft State of Happinefs, the Heavens
wax old as2 Garment, and all the Glory of Mas fades
as the Grafs: But Chrift is the fame Yefterday, to Day
and forever, The noblelt Excellencies in Heaveriz:nd

|
i



e o o
| of CHRIST A

Earth invariably confpire in hic Perfon ; thofe Beams of
Beaury which are di{persd among Creatures :n bnth
Places now mention'd, meetin him as the Sun, from
which they proceed. This venerable Lord Jefus is the
Defire of Nations, the Wonder of the holy Angels,
the Beauty and C-light of the Heavens, the Darling of
the blefled God, he ineftimable Pear} of Price, the Rofe
of Shares, the Lilly of the Vallies, the Way, the Truth,
and the Life, and the only Hope of our poor Souls. All
Nature faints before this tranfcendent Beauty, and yields
nothing to reprefent his Excellency fully.

But moft dear and venerable Lord Fefus ' How can’
I whoam of {tammering Lips, the meaneft and the vileft
Daft, fpeak forth the Honours of thy Beauty 2 When
the higheft Angel i+ notequal to thisTask. Woisme,,
I grieves me ar e Heart! that while I wou'd difclofe
the >aviour’s Beauty, | thould through Ignorance, cloud
its Glory. But,

6 Chifisrich in Love,2 Cor. 8.9 Now the Love
of Chrift 1s Uninerited, Incomprebenfible, Effeeal, Etere
nal. And, |

1. The Love of ¥efus is Unmerited : He lov'd us
when we had nothing that was lovely in us,when we were
ftrip'd of the Robes ot ear original Innocence and Beauty,
and beimear’d with Blooad, Pollution and Deformity, Egek.
I6. W .en we were psJe’d of the ftrongeft Enmity a-
gainft his Perfon and Government. Rom. 5. 8. ¥ oes we
were yet Sinners, Chrif died for us.

2. Incomprebenfidle, Eph. 3. 19. The Love of Chrift
which paffesKnowledge. The ftrongeftLove which paffes
between the deareft Relations, i but a dark’ Symbol of
it. The Love of a Woman to her fucking Child i3
very dear and p.lionate ! That of Yensthan to David
furpaffes this( 1 Sam. 25 17.) whom he lov'd as his own
Soul. But that of Mofes and Pasl to the Ifraelites, was
of a higher Degree and nobler Nature, whereby the orie
was wiliing tobs bloited out of the Beok of Life ; and |
the other to be acrurfed from Chrift, foz theit Happi-
nefs. Thefe wers high and noble Flights of Love
indecd ; but yet being in Fuman Bofoms do not furpafs
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43 Tbe Unfearchabls Ricbes

human Kaowledge : But the Love of Chrift paffeth
Knowledge, and is without Peer or Parallel : ‘There is
no comnpleat Refemblance of it in the whole Verge of
Nature ; and therefore when Chrift would reprefent it,
he compares it to the infinite Love of God the Father,
John 15. . As the Fatber batbh loved me, fo have Iloved
yoy. And this is what no human Mind can conceive,
or Tongue exprefs.
3. Effefual. This Love the blefled Lord expref'd
by his Incarnation, Obedience and Death. What but
Love enclin’d him to affume the Nature of Man, under
the Ruins of its apoftate State, and pafs by that of- An-
gels? And in this human Nature to perform the finé-
eft Obedience, and endure the fevereft Punithments, .
upon the Account of his People ! Hence is that beauti- *
fulPaffage of the ApoftlePaw/, in his fecondEpiftle to the
Corinthians, Chap. 8. Ver o 22 know the Grace of our
Lord Fefus, that thy’ be was rich, yet for our Sakes be be-
came poor, that we throigo kis Poverty might be rich.
‘W hat a ftupendous Steop of amazing Condefceation !
‘What an attonithing Prodigy of the deareit Affettion
was this, that the eternal Son of God fhould become the
Sen of Man! That he who was in the Form of God
thould zflume the Forr: faServans! Leave hi. Throne
in Heaven, to be cor:i¢mn’d on Earth; (by thofe whom
he will judge at laft) that hs who is blefled for ever
fhouid be nail’d to an accurfed Tree ! That he who is
immcortal, the Father of Spirits, the Fountain of Life,
.and Prince cf Peace, fhould rafte of Death, and that in
_. order to deliver us from the idominion of it ! O the ra-
vithing Beauty, and furprifingGlory of this blefled Love !
.Na wonder the holy Angels admire it, and fing its fa-
-cred Honours, cn their golden Harps ! No wonder the
Saints of the Church Triumphant, on this Account fill
the Heavens v .h their juft, grateful, and continval Ac-
clematicns ! And caft their Crowns before the Throne
of God! Ne wonder the Sants of the Church Militant
-are melted into Love and Ravifiment, while they be-
hoid, by an Eye of Faith, the amiable Giory and burn-
ing Radiancy, of this immeritgd, incomprehensible, ard
| | , effetual
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effectual AffeGion ! And labour by the utmoft Stretch
of all their fecble Powers, to raife high thejuft Tribute
of its Honours !

4. Etcrnel, lfa. g4 8. He loves his Peopie with an e-
verliffing Love,--- Before tbe Mountains were form'd, bis
Delights were with tbe Sons of Men. And as this Love
wasin the divine Bofom before the Foundations of the
Earth were laid ; fo it will continue after they are fhaken
and burnt; even to all Eternity. Fobs 10. 28. After
his People have play'd the Harlot with many Lovers,
yet he invizes them gracicufly to return again to him,
and promifes to heal their Backflidings, upor their fo do-

ing, fer. 3. 1.

I haiten to the |
sth Thing propos'd, which was to thew, What are
the picaliar Properties of the Rickes of the Lord Fefus.

And
f. Theg are excellent n their Nitare. The effential

Riches of Chrif#, are fo noble and exalted, that they ex-

ceed the utmoft reach of our Thoughts to conceive fui-.

tably of them : they are immenfe and infinite, and eur

Thoughts and Minds but dark and finite ; {o that as

great as the Difpropor ion is between what is finite, and
what isinfinite ; 10 great is the Difparity between our
Minds, and the furpaffing Riches of Cariit. Such is the
double Blaze of Glory in them, that they furcharge our
weak Powers with their Brightnefs ! If the beauteous

Seraphims, that are ofa nobler Frame, muft wvail ther .

Faces, becaufe of the beamy, burnifh’d Glory of that ra-

diant Majefty, muft not then our feebler Powers faint .

before the Face of God ! Does not Parknefs cloud our
Mind, and therefore may not Silence feal our Lips?
The communiceble Riches of Chrif# are alfo truly ex-
cellent The Tryal of Faith which is a Branch of thofe
Riches, is faid by the Apoftle Peter to be much more
precious, than that that of Gold which, perifheth. ‘
" 2. The Riches of Chriff are enobling 1n their Effels,
They adorn, perfume, and enrich all that poffeis them.

By them they are made Partakers of ihg divine Nature,

D 4 (2 Pet.
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(2 Pet. 1. 4.) i. e. of holy Qualities, refembling the mo-
ral Perfe@ions of God ; &y them, they are made a// glo-
rious within, and cloath’d with finer (z:old than that of
bir ; fo that the King greatly defires their Beauty,
Pflal. 45. By them, with open Face, they behold asin a
Glafs the Glory of God, and are chang’d into the fame I-
mage, from Glory to Glory, 2Cor. 3. 18. By them their
Garments {mell ot Myrrh, Aloes and Cafhia, out of the
Ivory Palaces. By them, they are perfum’d with Frank-
incence, and all Powders ot the Merchant. By zbem
taey are entitled to an incorrupiible, usdefiled, and wrfa-
disg Inberitance, (1 Pet. 1. 4.) By them their Hearts
are mace to rejoice with Joy unfpeakable and full of
Glory. By tkem they obiain that Ref# to their weary
Minds, which they in vain feek elfewhere. Henceis
the Pfaimifi's reafonable Refolution, Pfal. 116. 7.7
2o thy Reft, O my Soul, for tbe Lord batk dealt box
with me.
3. The Rickes of Chriff are in their Degree snféq

able. There is an immenfe boundlefs and bottomlell
cean of Fulnefs and Riches in Cbri#, both as God, an®
M-diator, between God and Maxu ; which no human
Minad can grafp. or Tongue exprefs ! Thisis <onfirm’d
by Zophar, the Naamath:te, in boid and beautiful Laxz-
uage, Job 11.7, 8, 0. Canf thox by fearching find oxt
%;od? Canf thou find ou: t:¢ Almighty unto Perfeiion?
I¥-15 Bigh as Heaven, what canf this do & deeper thas
Hell, what canft thou know ¢ The Meafure. thereof is los-
g?r than the Earth, and broader than the Sea. All tae
‘Glories of the Dcity fhine in Ckrift, with amazing Ma-
yefty, inacceflible Brightnefs, and fereneit Beauty. Xor
he ¢ounted it not Robbery to be equal with God. And
as \lediator, there are uniearchable Riches in Chrift, for
it pleafed the Father, that in bim fbould all rulnefs dw-iF.
Hence the Lord is faid to have le'd Help upon eme who i5
mighty, (Pfal. 8¢. 10.) And that Chrift is able to fave te
the Utterm ff all that come to God by bim. - eb 7.25.)

~ able to Ao exceeding abunlantly above &/l 12z¢ we'ask or

think, (Eph. 3. 20.) The boundlefs 1'reafures of the

~ Ruchesof Chriik are no more leficn’d by our Supplies

therefrony,
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therefrom, than the Sun, or a Fountain, by our being
dire@ed by the Beams of the one, or refrefhed by the
Streams of the other.

4. The Riches of Chrif# are in their Duratios eternal.
The incommunicable Glories and Riches of his Ged-bead,
admit not the leaft Variation, 6r Shadow of Change ; but
ran Paraliel with the Line of h.s eternal Exiftence, who
is from everlafting to everlafting God.

The communicable Riches of the [pecial Grace of Chrift
are in their Nature immortal, and in Continuance eter-
nal, (@ parte pof) Hence the Seed of God is faid to
be immortal, and the Gifts and Calling of God, without
Repentance, Rim. 11. 29. The Saints Perfeverance
in the rich Grace of Chrift, is fecur’d by the invariable
Purpofes of God ; the unchangeable Nat:re of God ; the
everlafting Cezenent of God ; the faithful Promife of
God ; the Fullness of Chrilt’s Satisfattion ; the prevail-
ing Nature of his Interceffion ; as well as by tae peculiar
Oeconcmy of the holy Spirit. Truly nable is the Say-
ing of S#/omon concerning the Mediator’s Riches, Prov.
3. 15, 10,20. Ricbes and Honour are with.me ; yea dura-
ble Riche:, and Rightecufnsfs. My Fruit is better than

Gold, yea than fine Gold ; and niy Revenue than choice
Silver.

But, on the contrary, all temporal Riches are

1. Of a fimite and decayingNature. The deepeft world-
ly Zreafure may be fearch’dand eftimated ; becaufe it is
bounded both as to Duration, and Exiftence ; it had a’
Beginning, has a Bottom, and will have an Ezd. The
Ruft corruptsit, and in Procefs of Time, it will of its
own accord, crumble into Duft. .

2. Temporal Riches are of uacertain Continuance ;
they often make themfelves Wings and flee away, by
tempting the Pridg and Avarice ot wicked Men, tora-
vith them by Fraud or Force, from their juft Qiwners
‘Them the T hieves fometimes by breaking through the
ftrongeft Inclofures, fteal ; and truly they are liable to a
thoufand Avcidents. But at prefent for Brevity fake, let
Weonly obferve, That in refped of them, we are gxé

pos
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pos'd toa double Uncertaiity, namely, th=ir Coutinu-
ance with us, and ours with them ; fo tha* the greateft
worldly Treafure may be /of. |

| And,

3. They are corrnpting in their Effeis ; henceits
fad, That they who will be rich, fall into Temptation
and a Snare, and into many foolifb and bartful Lufly,
which drown Men in Defiruéfion and Perdition, 1 Tim,
6. 0. It'strae, temporal Riches confider’d in themfelves
abfolutely, are good, being the Gift of God ; but confi-
der'd relatively, in refpe@ of us, who are fo deeply cor-
rypted, they are oftent:mes not good, i. e. they are the
Occafion of much Sin and Security ; they generaliy, tho’
very unreafonably, fwell Mens Pride, and féed their
Luxuory. I fay, itisestreamly unreafonahle to be lifted
up with worldly Riches ; for they can never make us
wife, good or happy here, or hereafter ; they are but ex-
ternal, accidental, and feparable Enjoyments, which
make not therr Poffeffors noble or virtuous ; but indeed
through our natural Pravity, are apt to debafe us ; it’s
impoffible, fecing they are of a grofs, elementary, and
Iimited Nature, that they fhou’d fatisfy the expanded
Withes of a fpiritual and immortal Soul. Eccl. 5. r10.
He that lozeth Silver (hall not be [atisfied with Silver.
And as impofiible it is that fuch mean Rubtith fhould
bribe the bl:ifed God, and purchafe a Happinefs for us
in the next Lif=. Pfal. 490.8. For the Redemption of

their Soul is precious, and it ceafety forever.

I procesd to confider the
6th Thing propos’d, which was to thew, By what Ar-
guments we may be induced to belicve in the unfearchable
Rickes of Chriff 2 And,
I. The holy Scripture proves that Chrift is rich in
three RefpeCts. (1) as God ; hence Chrift informs us,
That all the Father hath is his, Fobn 16. 15. And the

Author to the Hebrews calls him, The Brightnefs of g

Ged’s Glory, and the exprefs Image of his Perion. (2)
Chriff is rich as Man; hence he is faid to be ancinted

with the Oyl of Gladnefs above his Fellows ; and tl;lac
| <
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he is holy, harmle(s, undefiled, feperate from Sinners.
(3) That Chrif is rich as Mecdiator, hence he is faid to
be made Heirof all Things, Heb. 1. 2. And,

2. The holy Scriptures inform us, that Chrif .as Me-
diator, hath obtained his Riches three Ways.

1. By Dowation from his Father ; hence our Lcrd in-
ftru@s us, Mat. 28. That all Power is given to him, in
Heaven and in Earth. .

3. By Purchafe. Philip. 3.8, 9. And being found in
fafbion asa Man, be bumbled binmfelf, and became obedi-
ent unto Death, even the Death of the Crofs. Wherefore God
alfo bath bighly exalted him,and given bin: a Name which is
above every Name. The blefled Lord Jjefus has pur-
chafed by the invaluable Price of his Blood, Gifts, Grace,
andGlory for hisPeople. Eph. 1. 3,11,14. Bleffed be the God
andFather of our Lord FefusChrift, who hath blefled us with
all [piritua qugings inbeavenlyPlaces in Chriff : Which is
the earncf of the purchafed Pg{iﬂim, to the Praife of bis
Glery. Nay, my Brethren, Chrift hath not only bought
thofe Bleflings for his People ; but he has by his Blood
bought them.  A&s 20. 38. Yo feed the Church of
God, wbicbdbe batb purchafed with bis own Blood.

And,
3. By Conquef ; the bleffed Jefus has by Death de-

froyed bim whe had the Power of Death, that is the De-

vil, Heb. 2. 14. The Lyon of the Tribe of Fudab, has
by his Sufterings and Refurre@ion, bruis'd the Serpent’s
Head, i. e. he has broke his Dominion, and taken the
Prey from his T eeth ; he has afcended up on high,and led
Captivity Captive, and given Gifts to Men, even to the
Rebellious. " The hellith Legions, as Lightning, are
lorc’d to fly from, and fal! under the victorious Armsof
f:gn’s King, the venerable and all-conquering Lord
efus. |
.3: Reafon, from Scripture, demonftrates the Riches of
%hnﬁ: to be unfearchable, by the following Confidera-
ons ;

I. Becaufe he has enriched fo many Millions of Souls,
fince rhe firft Period of Timc commenc’d, with the moft
wvaluable and ineftimable Jewels. Rev. 5. iI. If;dldl |
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ttheld, and beard :be Voice of many Angels round about he
Tbrone : and tbe Beaffs and the Elders, and the Number
of them was ten thouland times tem thoufand, and thou-
fan: of thoufands.

2. Becaufe he fupports by his Power, and provides by
Love, {ufficient Food for all the Armies of the Univerfe,
out of the inexhauitibie Treafures of hisboundlefs Bosunty,
Plal. 104.

3. Becaufe he had enough to fatisfy divine Fufice,
which we had wrong'd ; and cancel all the Debts, even
to Millions of T'alents we ow'd toit, ( Epk. 5. ) which
all the Riches of the Angels in Heaven, and holy Men
that ever have been, are, or thall be on tie Earth, put
together and multiply’d, to the amount of Millions of
T:mes more, cou’d never have compaded ; becaufe the
Debt is izfinite, and thofe are but frnste.

To cenclude this Head of Difcourfe, Let it be con-
fidered, that the holy Scriptures affert the Riches of
Chrift to be in their Natzre, incomparable, and in their
Extent, unfathomable ; hence the Obfervation of Solomon,
concerning Wifdem, is truly excellent,( Prov 3. 14, 15.)
that he is bappy who getsit, thatits Merchandige is better
than the Merchand:ze ;f Silver, aid the Gain thereof

. than fine Gold. The {malleft Grain of true Grace is
" more valuable than Crowns and Kingdoms, than Moun-

tains of the pureft Gold, and richeft Pearl ; and the Ex-
tent of Chrift’s Riches, is fo vaft and infinite, that he is
able to fapply the whole Creation, and yet his T'reafures
not be exhaufted : On this Account we may juftly ufe
the Apoftle’s Exclamation, Rom. 11.33. O ! the Depth
of the Riches of the Wifdom and Knowledge of God, bow
unfearchable are bis Fudgments, and bis Ways paf  find-

ing out !

I proceed to the IMPROVEMUNT.
And,

i. If it be the Duty of Gopel Miniftersto preach the
unfearchable Riches of Chrift, then fuch are to be re-
proved either who nezle? it, or are difcourag’d in it, thro’
much Oppofition, and many temperat Straits; or fper-- -
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form it notin the Order and Manner befote exprefdd ;
for as this oppofes the Command of God, fo it fruftrates
the Defign of their Miniftry. And,

2. If the Riches of Chrift be fo great and anfearch-
able, then how inexpre/frble muft be the Father’s Love,
in providing fuch an allfufficient Mediator for !oft Man-
kind, in whom is treafured up every Thing that is fui-
table for the Pardon of our Sins, the Supply of our
Woants, and the faving of our Souls ? 1 Cor. 1. 3.
Chriff Fejus is all iz all ; he is a Bundle of Myrrb to his
People. Hence is that of the Evangelift, John 3. 16.
God fo loved the iVorid, that be gave his only begottcn
Son, that whofoever believetb on bim, fbould not perifh.
O Brethren! It is very affecting to confider the un-
fearchable Depth of the Father’s Affeion to peor Sin-
nersin this Matter ! For how Self-fufficient was the
great Giver ; how unfpeakably dear the Relation, and
intimate the Union, between the Giver and the Gift
vouchfafed? O Sirs! there is enough in this to ftir up
cur Wonder and move our Love, if we are not very
blind and hard indeed !

3. If the Riches of Chrift be fo unfearchable, then
how furprifing is it, that fuch a blefled and all-fufficient
Saviour fhould fef kis Love upon fuch mean Duft asany
of the Children of Menare ? What are they, but
poor deform’d, impotent and contemptible Creatures,
ftarving to Death for want of Bread? Rev. 3. 17. Void
of all Beauty, and ftain’d with the vileft Deformity,
Jfai. 1. 2, 3." Unable to do any Thing to the Glory of
his Name, and the Good of his Kingdom, Rcm. 5. 6.
And in the mean Time fill'd with the firongeft Enmity
againft his Perfon and Government, Rom. 8. 7. And yet
18 it not amazing, that this rich Redeemer fhould love
fuch poor bafe Creatures bester than the deareft Friends
and Relations love one another ! Rom. 5. 8. Buat God
commendeth his Love towards us, in that whilewe were
yet Sinners, Chriff died for us. 1fai, 49. 15. Can a Woman
forget ber fucking Child 2 yea, they may forges, but I
will not forget thee. John 15. 13. Greater Love bath no
Man than this, that @ Man jay down bjs Life 1{}‘” b[js.
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Friend ; but Chrift hath laid down his Life for his Ene.

- mies : Better than the beft of Men love themfelzes ; for

their Love at beft is but imperfe&, whereas the Love of
Chrift is perfe& : Yea, Chrift loves poor Man better than
the Angels ; for he took not on him their Nature, but
the Seed of .4érabam, ( Heb.2.16.) Better than Hea.
ven and Earth ; for heleft the one, and rejelted the
Offers of the other for their Sakes; yea, better,in fome
Refpects, than he lov’d himfelf ; he willingly fuffer'd
himfelf to be wounded, that we through his Stripes
might be heal'd. He pray’d more for Men than for him-
felf as Man, and exprefs'd mote Joy at their Welfare
than at his own, ¥obs 17. Luke 10. Blefled Lord Je-
fus ! how ftupendousare the Riches! and how dear the
Glories of thy Grace and Love ? Itis enough great
God ! cou’d we behold it in its naked Beauty, to ravifh
our Hearts into the deepeft Admiration and ftrongeft
Affections ! |
4. If the Riches of Chrift te unfearchable, then here
is matter of Encouragement and Suppott to the convinc’d.
Poor Sinners ! do your bleeding Hearts tremble within
you, through Difcoutagement ? Do ye doubt whether
Chrift is able or willing to forgive you, your Sins are fo
many and fo great ? Well, dear Souls !'1 am bound to
declare to you this Day, the unfearchableRiches of Chrift
my Lord and Mafter. My dear Friends ! the holy ¥nd
precious Lord Jefus is almighty in Power, able to fave 2o
the attermoff all that come tothe Father by bim. If your
Sins were as many as there be Stars in the Firmament,
as great 23 Mountains, and as red as Crimfon ; he can
with one Word blot them out as a thick Cloud ; bury
them in the Deeps of his Mercy, like a fmall Stone in
the great Ocean ; and make them whiteas Snow. And
dear Sirs ! His Grace and Love is as unfearchable and
free, as his Power isgreat ! The Inclinations of his mer-
ciful Nature, and Declarations of hit Word, are full of
Pity. Exod. 34. 6. Heis the Lord, the Lord God, merci-
ful and gracious. How {oon did poor Ephraim’s moans,
pierce the Ear of Chrift ; and the Prodigal’s Complaints
move his compaffionate Bowels ! See how readily the
gracious
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racious Majefty ftoop’'d to pity thole poor Penii>nts,
gnd cmbmcé thzm n I:)pen Agmsi‘ Tho’ befmear’d with
Blood, mingled with bitter Tears ; and groaning under
2 Load of Sin and Guilt ! See Fer. 31. and Lake 15,
‘Was not that a {trang= Inftance of Chrift's Love to Mary
Magdales, which T hinted before ? See the poor Crea-
ture, when fire was fill'd wich 2 Senfe of Chrift’s Love ;
how the {tands at his Back, wathing hisbelied Feet with
her T'ears, and wiping them with the Hairs ot her Head !
See how her Heart bleeds and breaks with Sorrow, her
Face blufhes with Shame ! See how her Eyes burft forth
Fountains of Tears ! See how her Lips are blubber'd
with paffionate Weeping ! And.what a Mixture of
Pity and Love appearc in her Afpect! O ! I would to
God there were many fuch amongft us. How dear and
precious, how compaflionate and tender, is the Kindnefs
of Chrift to posy Souls? O Sirs! He came from the
beautifvl Bofom of his blefled Father, to feek and to fave
that which was loft. \Vith what Care and Love does
he gather wandering Sheep into his Fold, he carrys the
Lambs in his Arms, and lays them in his Befom. Dear
Brethren ! he will not break the bruifed Reed, nor
quenchthe fmoaking Flax. No, he has receiv'd a Com-
miftion from his Father to bind up the broken hearted,
to make the Captives free; to beautify and comfort fin-
cere Mourners, with the Oil of Joy and Garment of
Praife, Jfz. 61. And he has promis'd togive the weary
Reft, when they come to him. Marth. 11. 28. Well,
poor Sinners, W hat fay ye to a Covenant with Chrift
this Day? O! can ye keep your Hearts from panting
after this rich Redeemer # ‘This infinitely wife, power-

ful, gracious, glorious, beautiful, and loving Saviewr ! Q

Brethren ! Can the great God give a richer Gift than
this, whichis himfelf ? And can ye receive one more
neceflary ¢ And can any thing be tendered upon more
eafly and honourable Terms, than the glorious Lord,
and his bleeding Love? 'What have ye, poor Hearts,
againft a Marriege with this blefled God ? ~ Bebold now
15 the acceptable Time ; behold now is the Day of !alva-
%ien, lsnot his Perfon loyely, are not his Besey.ts pre-
A ' €ivusy
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¢ious, his Fvifdom deep, his Power great, his Grace and
his Love endearing, condefcending and glorious 2

g. This Subject fpeaks greas Cosfolation to all fuch as
have an Intereft in the Riches of Chrift ; but who are
thefe, and what Con{clation does this Subje@ afford to
fuch? To tae firft Queftion I an‘wer, That all that
have a Right to the Riches of Chrift, have had the fol-
lowing Experiences ; by which it is extreamly neceffary
that we examine our felves. And, o

1. Theyhave once had a diftrefing Sight and Senfe
of Sin, original and actual, and their miferable and loft
State becaufe of both, Fobn 16. 8, 9. Luke rg. 17.

2. They have had an affe@ing Difcovery of tiie I{iches
and Sufficiency of Chrift,by the Word and Spirit of God,
2 Cor. 4. 6. -

3. They have had an affii®tive Senfe of their utter
Inability to come to Chrift, unles they were taught
of, atd drawn by the Father, 4% 2. 3.

4. They have had an earneft, univerial, tranfcendant,

rmanent and infatiable "efire after Chrift, and the R:-
chés of his Love, Pfal. 84 2. Cant.5 laf. Pfal 3.
25. Cast.2.5. Cant.g 4,5.

. They have labour'd with unwearied Vehemence
to obtain the Obje& of their Defires, Cant. 3. When
the Spoufe cou’d not find her Lord upon the Bed, fhe
wandred through the Streetsand broad Ways in queft of
him ; and enquir'd of the Watchmen whether they had
feen her Lord, her Love. |

6. Such have clos'd with Chrift as he is offered in the
Gofpel, Fobn 1 12. | ‘

7. Such have been made to rejoice at their finding of
this Treafure, Mat. 13. 44.

8. The Thoughts and AffeGtions of fuch run moft
freely towardsChrift and Heaven : For as our Saviour
obferves, where the Treafure is, there will the Heart be
alfo, Mat. 6. 21. See Col. 3.t. and Philip. 3. 8, ¢.

0. Such as have thofe Riches, labour tp preferve atid
increafe them, as Men do that have worldly Riches, by
a humble, watchful and holy Converfation. He that i3
in Chrift, has crucified the Fleth, with its Aﬁ‘e&ioxii 33&

Wisss
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Lufts. See now, my Brethren, whether ye have had
thofe aforefaid Experiences : If {o, then this Subje&
opens a Spring of great Confolation to you, in all the
Difficulties and Sorrows of human Life. Are you poor
in temporal Goods, well, this may fupport and content

ou, that in Chrift ye have Riches worth ten thoufand
{’Vor}ds. Your Husband,who hasall Pewer in Heaven
and Earth, will furely fupply all your Wants ; and
make your Bread and Water fure. He that feeds the
Ravens and cloathes the Lilles, will much more fupply
his Childrens Wants. Are you tempted by Satan, or
cppofed by wicked Men, remember your Lord was
tempted, that he might know how to fuccour fuch.
Confider him, who endur’d the Contradi€ion of Sinners
againft himfelf, leaft ye be weary, and faint in your
Minds. Your Lord is mighty in Power, and eafily able
to cruth your Enemies under your Feet; and will at. &
length make you more than Conquerers. Have ye wan-
cred from God, and are ye deferted by him ¢ Remem-
ber your Lord isrich in his Love. and glorious in his
Grace. Though you have play’d the Harlot with many
Lovers, yetreturn to him, and he will heal your Back-
flidings: See Ifai. c4. 8, 10, 11. In alittle IVrath, I bid
my Fuace from thee, for a Moment, but with everlifting
Loving-kindnefs will I have Mercy on thee, [aith the Lord
thy Redeemer. Dear Brethren! you can be expofed to
no Difficulty, but what the unfearchable Riches ot Chrift,
afford a2 Remedy for. He is @ Fountain cpew'd to the
Houfe of David, for Sin and for Uncleannefs, Zech. 13. 1.
A biding Place from the Wind,a Covert fromthe Tempeft,
as Rivers of Fiaters inadry Place, and tie Shadow of
a great Rockin @ weary Land, 1fai. 32. 1.

But dear Sirs ! Is not there great Grounds to fear,
that many of us have not the before-mentioned Char-
alters ¢ For are not many of you yet in a deep Sicep
of Sin and Security, fettled on ycur Iec:, aud never
yet fo much a5 deeply convinc’d cf your loft State ?
And is notall ’ta{e Diicovery ye have had of the Riches
of Chrift, only by barren Speculation, thrcuzh the
Force of your natural Underftanding ? And are not fome

I of
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of you, inftead of mourning under a Senfe of your Ime
potency to come to Chrift, boeafting of your free Will,
or fecretly trufting that yecan commend your felves to
God’s Favour, by your Works? Are not the Defires
of fome of you hypocritical, more in Pretence than
Reality ; or partial, for Chrift as a Prieft to fave you,
but not 2s a king to role in you and over you in every
Tkhing? Are not your Defires weak, tranfient, and in-
effecteal like Raiaom’s Withes, not flowing frem the
general Temper of your Hearts, or productive of good
Frui's?  Are ye notunwilling to clofe with Chrift upon
the Termsof Self-denial, and taking up of the Crofs?
Are not fome of you like the Sluggard, whofe Defire
ilays him, becaufe his Hands refufe to labour ¢ O Sin-
ners, are not the Thoughts, Affections and Latours of
moft of you, chiefly ab ut the Riches of this World ?
You love the W orld, and therefore the ILcve cf the
Father iz not in you; you are of the World, and ‘peax
of the World, and thereforc the World heareth you.
Poor Creatures ! don’t vou fee you are Strangers to in-
timate Communion with God in Chrift, and to the Ri-
ches of Joy and Solzce, which flow therefrom ? O Sin-
ners ! while ye remain in this State, you are poor, blind,
miferable and naked, Rew. 3: 17. 1f you had the Wealth
of both the Indies, ye arc poor till ye obtain the Grace
of Chrift. And ye are blind without a Sight of God
and yoar felves. O! if youcoa’d but fee your Mitery,
ard the Beauty of Chrift, youcou’d not keep from hun-
gring after him. And ye are naked without {piritual
Raiment ; ye are without Ornament and Detence, cor-
tinually expofed to Shame and Ruin ; open to all the
dreadful Inundations of divine Revenge : And ye are
extrenmly miferab e, being witzout God, without Hope,
and Strangers to the Covenants of Promife, Epbef. 2. 12.
Accurfed by God, and conderined to the Damnation of
Hell, 7al. 3. 10. Fobz 3. 19. This Subject {peaks great
Terror toail thefe Sorts of PerfonsI have but now men-
tioned. For asthe Lord Jefus Chritt is rich in Love,and
Grace to pardon peor Penitents ; {o he is richin Wifdom,
Power, Juftice and Holinefs to punifh obﬁinate_Sinnetl'f,
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who will not come to him that they might have Life.
For as the Pfalmift obferves, # ko kncws the Power of bis
Anger? According to kis Fear, [y is his Hrath! Now
the more condefcendingly, ireely and frequently zich
and valuable Mercies are offered to you, the mcre ex-
ceeding heinous by Confequence, is your ungrateful
Wickednefs, in flighting them ! Alafs Sinners ! this
is the pretent woful Cafe of many of you. O ! how
thall you efcape, if you continue to neg'elt this great
Salvation 2 If you harden your Necks againft frequent
Reproofs, you fhall fuddenly be deftroyed, and taat
without Remedy. Alafs for you, poer Creatures, my
Heart pities you! s it not doleful and dreadful, that
ye fhould penifh for Thirft by fuch a full and opened
Fountain! that ye fould continuein the bafelt beggery,
while the moft noble Riches are offered to you, upon
the moft rea'onable Termx, that theSouls of Men can pot-
fofs or defre? Alafs ! it will be more tollerabie for So-
dom and Gomorrah, in the Day of the Lord, than tor
you, except ye repent. For thisiz the Condemnation,
that Light is come into the World,and Menlove Dark-
nes rather than Tight, becaufe their Deeds are evil.
Poor Sinners! I muft with the utmoft Vehemence in-
treat you, in the Name of the great God, that ye would
fpeedily labour to make {ure a Right to the Riches of
Chrift.  Wrcrefore do ye fend youi Miveey for that
which is not Bread, and ysii Latoer for that which fa-
tisficth not 2 Incline yeur Ear to Chrifly ¢id beary bear,

and your Souls [ball live, 13i. 5z, 2, 3
O Sirs! The Riches of Chriilt are abfslutely necefzry
for your Happinefs ; without an Interet in them, do
what ye can, ye will be but miteroble heve 5 ( for there
18 no Peace faith my Cad to the Wicked ) and much
more miflerable beresfrer. O Friends! are not the Ri-
ches of Chirift of an e :rellent Noture, univerfal Ufe,
and everlafling Continuance ? But on the contrary,
Does not the Fafhion of this World pafs away? There
are three Seafons, when all your worldly ‘['reafures will
not be able to help you, =iz. A Time of Soul Trouble,
Death and Judement ; when the great God fcourges
| k= you
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your Conftiences with a Senfe of Guilt; when the Al-
mighty King of Zion girds his glorious Sword upon his
Thigh, and ftabsit into your Souls ; or thoots the bar-
bed Arrows of Condemnation from the Bow of his Law,
into your guilty Hearts; then all your worldly Riches
cannot eafe the Smart ; for a wounded Spirit who can
bear ! And much lefs when ye come tolock pale Death
in the Face, and fhoot the dreadful Gulph of Eternity,
what Service can your Wealth or worldly Friends do
you then? Alafi none at all ! What Plezfure can it
yield then to look on thofe Riches, which you have per-
haps, fold your Soulsto the Devil to purchafe 2 When
you muft turn your Faces to the Wa:l, and bid them
an everlafting Fareweil. O then! one Grain Weight
of the Riches c¢f Chrift wou'd weigh down in your
Efteem,and be better to you than ten thoufand Worlds.
This would fwim with you through the Shipwreck of
Déath, to the Shore of eternal Glory. And what Be-
nefit can you expet of your Riches at the general
Judgment, when the World and- all its Worls will be
burat up, and you be fifted, trembling and naked before
the ternible Bar of Chrift ! O Sinners! if ye wou'd this
Day calt down your rebellious Arms, and fubmit to the
equai Terms of the Saviour’s Love, your Sins, how great
and many foever they have been, wou'd be freely par-
doned ; tor Zicn's King isglorious in his Grace : Yout
Flearts wou'd be comforted, Men and Angels wou'd re-
oice ; yea, the holy Jefus wou'd be glad | And, dear
Sirs ! how grateful a Sight wou’d this be to us, whofe
Office it is to preach the Riches of Chrift amoug you? §
Ah it gricves us at the Heart ! that fo many of you §
make lizht of this great Salvation ! Thisis heavier tous, B
God is Witnefs, than all our Labours and Sufferings : §
O this ! is ready at Times tofink us in Death. Poor §
Sinners, pity your own Souls !. Poor Sinners, pity the F
Meflengers that God fends among you, to make Tenders
of the Riches of Chrift to you. O let us not have Rea-
1on to complain to (zod and Man, that we labour in vain!
Poor Sinners ! won’t ye thew fome Regard to the great
Gol, that has made you, the blefled Saviour that has
| bought
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bought you! O Sirs, have ye not been ungrateful long
enough againitthe gracious God and merciful Redeemer 2
O can ye find in yoar Hearts to be unkind any longer !
And is there no Hopes, that the Riches of G:d’s Good-
nefs and Long-fuffering fhall lead you to Repentance ?
O Sirs ! how fwift are ye carry’d upon the {fwift Wings
of Time, to that eternal Ocean, from which there is no
returning ! Before long, the Opportunitiesof Mercy
will quite expire, God will not always ftrive with you,
Chrift will not always wait to be gracious to you, and
offer you the Riches of his Grace and Love. Ye know
not poor Souls, but that this may be the laft Ofter that
ever may be made :0 you ; this Night, for what you
know, your Souls may be requir’d of you ; and if this
theuld be your Cafe, what a dreadful Condition would
ye be in, thinkye? O! that'] could per(wade-any poor
Sinner to embrace the richand blefled Redeemer ! Déar-
eft Lordt what Words and Arguments thall I ufe, and
how tfhall I fpread thy precious Net, O compaffionate
God, and gracious Father ! grant that the blind may fee
their prefent Mifery, and the unfpeakable Riches ~nd
dear Glorieslof thy Grace, that they may fo pant after
the precious Redeemer, asto confent to his ¥erms, =nd
embrace his Love. ©O! why halt ye poor Sinners, if
God be Ged ferve him, but it .Baal, then follow him.

But this venerable Solemnity before us, requires that
I thould more particularly obferve,

1. That {uch as have not exp:rienc’d the torefaid
Chara&ters of a true Claim to the Riches of Chrift, wouw’d
not venture to come to the Lord’s holy Tablz, in their
prefent Condition, leaft they eat and drink Judgment
to themfelves. [t’s unreafonable and prepoftersus, that

fuch fhould come to commemorate the Riches of Chrift,
who have no Right to them.

But, 5

2. Let fuch as have thofe Characters mentioned, and
Grace in Exercife, come to the Table of the Lord, in
order to commemorate the Riches of his dying Love,

Wifdom .6(11‘[3 built ber Houfe, miugled her Wine, and fur-
' L3 nifhed
O
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nifbed ber Table, fbe bath [cut forth ber Maidens, and crys
apon the nigh Places of the City, whofo is fimpie, i. e,
humbie, let b.m turn in b'ther, come eat of my Brea.!,
anl diigk of t'e ‘Tinc I bave mingled ; forfake the foo-
Lfh and live, and walk in the 'Tay of Unlerflanding,
Prov 9 The Marriage of the Lamb is come, O ! et
the Bride make her fiif ready to meet with her Lord,
in the following Manner :

i. Endeavour to come to this Feaft of fat Things, of
Wine on the Le:s well refin’d, with bumble Reverenze,
Lecaufe it is the Feaft of a King, a Banquet you are un-
worthy of. If bleffed Peal look’d upon himfeif to be
the le:it ot all Saintsy, well may we.

2. With Lolicving Expeciaticns ; {eeing the Riches of
Cirift’'s Glory, Grace and Love are unfearchable ; let
us come with honourable Thoughts ot Chrift, great Ex-
pectaticns {from him, and a believing Dependance upon
him, to his holy Table By this we honour and ouey
God, and engage him to iielp and blefs u-,

3. With snfatiable Dcfires. Dear Brethren ! the
moft ineftimabie Riches are fet before us at this holy
Solemnity, and fhall we not defire them ? O !

- thou'd not oar Hearts cry out after God, even after the
living Gol! O DBrethren, let us behold that all-wife,
all.powerful, infinitely, precious, tranfcendently glori-

s, and unlpeakably lovely, and loving Lord Jefus !
tae p.ain Symbo!s of whete dear and dying Affection are
fet before our Eyes, in this Ordinance ! and fee if our
Hearts will not be fick in Longing afrer him, and our
obftinate Bowels move for him! O why fhou’d not the
Iefire of Nations, bte the Defire of our Souls ! O gocd
Gud ! Fave Mercy on us, and give us Love {tronger
than Death, to this blefied Jetus.

4. \\ith evangelical Refiiusions, to give up our felves
to Chorift in an everlafting Covenant, and to a& up to
the Ot tigations of it, in our future Pradiice.

But o fiuca as keep Lack from this holy Ordinance, I
would 1n the Name of Jefus Chrilt, who is the King of

the Church, offer a few Words. Frieads, What mean

you by this Neglect 2 Do you pretend to be Chrift’s
| Difciples
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Difciples, and yet live in the continual Breach of one of
his Laws ? If you fcorn to own Chrift here, how do
you think he will own you hereafter, when he comes in
the Glory of his Father, with the holy Angels ? If you
think you are vnprepard, why don’t you feek Prepara-
#ion where itmay be had? Are not the Riches of Chrift
unfearchable ? But if you have a Mind to go on in Sin,
and therefore will not take this Bond upon your Souls 2
‘Wo to you, ye are falfe hearted Hypocrites! And muft
certainly expet, except ye repent, to be cut afunder by
theSword of divine Juftice, A 1et.24. s 1. But tho’ you may
thun this facredOrdinance,yet you cannot efcape theGripe
of Death, or Sentence of the lalt Fudgment, Matth. 25.
41. O poor Sinners ! When you fee others admitted
to the Table of the Lord, and your felves fhut out, it
may juftly make you think with bleeding Hearts, up-
on the great Decifion Day, when the Sheep fhall be fe-
parated from the Goats, and bleflfed by Chrift; while -
the reft are fent away with a Curfe to Tcpbet ; for ose
fhail be taken, and the other left; Matth. 24. 40. Tadd
:0 more at prefcnt ; may the great and gracious God,

blefs his Word for the Good of Souls. AMEN.

03888 00500a550000S0008598888

E3




THE

Great Glory of GO D,

Which is difplay’d in the

Gofpel of CHRIST,

With its

Sanc¢tifying Efficacy

Upon the

Souls of Men.

Confider'd in a

SERMON,

Preach’d at

. o
< A C e
Nt - ‘;k"

e, o
N .
« bs
-~ -

- N
PR

New=Brunfwick, Augutt 7. 1737, °

Upon the Sabbath Evening immediately a féef' th-e‘_
Celebration of the holy Ordinance of the LORD’s-
SUPPER. 5

-

By Samucl Blair,

Minifter of the Gofpel of CHRIST, at Sbrewsbury- .. -
in New-Ferfey. o

Sh———

8oszo N ; Rrinted in the Year 173




— (63) o B

- 0\“' “l “I “‘ “' “’ \A' “0 A “' “. \ '\\“l » “o », - “o
I DN IR AR O RN O P DA T Y
4 N\ X
¢

\“"/‘\\2'/‘}‘?/ o e .{7. ARSI IXTARS AL I AXS XXF XX SRXI K L) XX
}':\\5._ XOAN AN 26N 2N - N ZaXN e\ ZeN 24\ 2o G40 76N\ /A\\ad\\ 23\\ M\"‘.‘\ \fﬁ\. \\”“\

) € e lcey

\A/ WAL L \q'/ -, ANV N VIE VIV AN Y \-y' ", M,7 W/, \\t.-/ \«4/ \“/
‘*. { e $ ~’0"‘. ‘ - ‘ ‘_*’ " <
S R R R N AR I A A A AN S RIATAN

RN DRI AST DN/
<< (O
adminningt

"THE

Glory of the GO SP E L.
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2 Cor. iii. 18.

But we a.l wéth cpen Face, bebolding as in @ Glafs the.
Glory of the Lord, are changed into the [ame Image, .
from Glzry to Giory, even as by the Spirit of tbegarq. Y

R SR

-

QIZTHIEERR N this Context, from the 6th Verfey < 5"
%%‘g Rs5 the Apoftle is manifeftly runging = o
g):; Q 2<3y Parallel between the Law 4nd tl'e i
] 55 Golpel ; or between that Revelation® * ~

S ! Yy clatior
%&%@8‘ of the divine Mind, which qurmﬁéé' I
MQPEL ALy tod/rael by Mefes, in Matters relating: - -
8"3%%598 to their c%rlxal/Salva,tion, and;ﬂiéz; Sl
velation which he has made by his Son Fef#s Cbrlf" 3
by his holy Apoliles, in an extraordinary Manner jripis.
red by his Spirit; fhewing, in feveral Inftances, howedns -
finitely the /faster is prefcrable to the former. {L'hﬁk .
two Dilpenfations he calls by various Names: Th?:'%

~
.

2 m?:«r"sg
e

Jaick Difpenfation he calls the Letter, the Winifraiial. =

of Death, the M inifiration of Condemnation, and the 015# ¥
SN : Teftament. 5 *
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4 The Glory of the Gofpel.

Teffament : The Chriffian, or more full Gofpel Difpen-
fation, he Term: the New Tefanzent, the Spirit, and the
Minifiration of Righteoufnefs. Thelegal \*ifpenfation he
calls the Letter, in Allufion to the engraving of the mo-
ral Law,in legible Charaéters, upon two Tables of Stone;
as alfo, becaufe it feil much fhort of that Life and {piri-
tual Influence upon the Heart, which the more clear
Revelation of the Gofpel is attended with ; which, upon
the other Hand, he calls the Spirit upon this Account,
viz. Becaufe, more fully opening the great and blefled
Myltery of the Recovery and Salvation of undone Sin-
ners, thre’ the Mediation of the Son of God, it is gene-
rally attended with more of the precious, fanctifying and
comforting Influences of his holy Spirit upon the Hearts
of his People. The fir{t thing wherein the Apoftle ob-
ferves that the Golpel exceeds the Law in Excellence
and Glory he cxprefles in thete Words, the letzer kil-
deth, but the Spirit giveth Lifz.  The Mofaick Difpen-
fation very cleariy r-vealed God’s Law and Man’s Du-
ty.: It plainly diicovered the awfu: Deferts of Sin ; and
‘et forth its Penalty in the flaming Colours of Dread and
Terrgx. Thefe things, [ fay, were clearly revealed ;
but the way of Relief for undone Sinners more dimly,
in' dark Types and obfcure Prophecies : So that God's
People, being confcious of Sin, were generally liable to
very great Difquiet and Diltre(s of Mind; and could not
fetch fuch a fiveet and fovereign Balfam from that dark
Difpenfation, to the healing of their woundedConfciences,
2* 1ow they may from the clear Revelation of Chrift,
wno has brought Life and Immortality to Light by the
Gofpel : And therefore, the Apoftle calls that a ki//ing,
and this a Life-giving Difpenfation. But let not any
prefumptuous unfanctified Sinners foolifhly conclude
tfrom hence, that they have no Reafon for fuch Anxiety
or Diftres about their Souls now, under the gracious
Difpenfation of the Gofpel : It fpeaks Peace to none but
humble fandtified Believersin the Lord Jefus ; and de: B
clares you to be in a perithing Condition, under-the §
Wrath and Curfe of the great God, every Momenty . §

)

while you continuz in your unregenerate Eftate. "
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The Apoftle, farther to thew the great Excellency of
the Gofpel above the Law, tzkes notice of the Glory
that was even in that killing Difpenfation ; which was
fignified by the Glory that fhone in the Face of Mofer,
after Ged had delivered the Law to him in the hol

Mount, fo that the Children of I7ael could not ftedfaft-

ly behold him for the Glory of his Countenance. And
hence, Verfe 9. he uftly argues, that if the Miniftre-
tion of Condemnation be Glory, much more doth the Mini-
fration of Righteoufnefs exceed in Glory. Thatis, if that
Difpenfation, that was attended with fo much Terror,
even to the godly themfelves, had fuch Glory ‘init ;
much more muft be the Glory of the Gofpel . Difpenfa-
tion, wherein is clearly revealed that blefled Righteouf
nefs which God has provided, and Chrift has wrought
for their compleat Juftification, from the Guilt of all
their Sins that can annoy their Conftiences.

In the /af Place, (not to Le critical and tedious in Re-
marks upon the Context) the in{pired Apoftle takesno-
tice of the Pre-eminence of the Gofpel above the Law,
in Point of Light and Clearnefs. The old Difpenfation,
comparatively, made but a very dark Difcovery of the

e a7 m e bt A e we aee e s

glorious Method of Salvation, thro’ the Righteoufnefs
of Jefus Chrift : Which the Apoftle obferves, was fige

nified by Mofes’s covering his Face with a Vail while
he publithed to the People all that God had fpcken to
him in the Mount. The Glories of the newCovenant
were contained in that Difpenfation, but darkly, as it
were under a Vail ; {fo thac the Church of God could

then difcern but fome Glimmerings of them ; but-now;

fays he, e all with open Face, beboiding as ina Gla

&e. | R
Thus you fee, with what Defign thefe Words ‘ares

here introduced. The Text contains very glokiéns;:
Wweighty and fubftantial Truths: For the Explication of
1t you may take Notice of thefe fix Particulars. 1. The |
Perfons fpoken of, e all. 2. The A& afcribed to them, °

bebolding. 3. The Objest of this A&, about which it is
‘?‘?’f@feda The Qlory of the Lord. 4. The Medium by

and

the Glory of the Lord, are changed into the [ame Image,
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and in which this Object is heheld, which is compared to
a Glafs, Bebolding as in a Glals the lory ef the Lord,
5. The Effet? produced by the beh:lding of God’s Glo.
ry, beholding the Glory of the Lerd. we are changed
intothe fame [mnce, F-om Glory to Glory. 6. The effcient
Caufe, by which this great Effect is wrought, the Spirit
¢f the Lord.

The opening of thefe Particulars will put the Text in
a juft and clear Light. And as to the

1. The Perfons {fpoken of, are all true TFelieversin
Chrift, in this Time of clear Gofpel Light, fince he has
beep manifefted in the Flefh.

2. The A of beholding afcribed to them, is not to

be underftood of a bodily, but an intelleZual Vifion, per-
formed by the Eye of the Mind, enlightned by the Spi-
it of God ; and fignifies, not a hafty tranfient Vook,
but a fteady continued Contemplation, like a Perfon
- viewing himfelfin a Glafs.
-3 The Obsei? beheld and Jook’d upon, is the Glory of
2he Lerd: That is, that divine Glory which fhines in the
great Truths of the Gofpel ; that Glory ot God which
ke has manifefted and declared in them.

4 The Medium in and by which this Glory of God
is difcovered, which is here compared to a Glafs, is the
Gofpel it felf. viz. that Revelation which God has gra-
cioufly vouchfafed to us by his own Son, in things rela-
ting to our eternal Salvation. The things therein re-
vealed and made known to the Children of Men fhine
with an orient and divine Brightneft. In them much
of the Glory of God himfelf is difplay’d before our Eyes.
It’s true, much of God’s Glory is feen in his Ordinances:
efpecially that gloricus one which we have this Day been
attending upon before him ; but then it muft be remem-
bred, that they receive all their Light from the Gofpel,
as the Moon doesfrom the Sun ; without this they would
be very dark Inftrutors, and rather Vails to cover, than
Glaffes to difcover the Glory of God : But in the Light: |
of the Gofpel they are bleffed Mediums, whereby . God: . §
comm unicates much of himfelf to his People, - "° " -+ &

| | - Now: |




Tve Glory of tbe Gojper. oy

Now the Gofpel is compared to a Glafs upon the fol-
lowing Accounts; |

1. Becaufe of its great Clearnefs ; not only abfolutely
in it felf, but, in a {pecial manner relatively, compared
with the foregoing Revelation under the Law, which a3
much tranfcends it in this refpet,as aGlafs, forDifcovery,
exceedsa Vail. The myfterious and ravithing Glories
of the new Covenant which were vail’d under the Law,
are brought to open View by the Gofpel. And this is
manifeftly one of the Defigns of our Apoftie in this Si-
militude : For, having obferved the Darknefs of the for-
mer Difpenfation, reprefented by Mofes his vailing of
his Face, fo that the Children of Ifrzel could not ftead-
faftly look to the End of that which is abolifhed, than
with an adverfative, but he fubjoins, we all with open
Face, betold as in ¢ Glafs the Glory of the Lord. They,
as thro’ a Vail, but we, asin a Glafs.

2. The Gofpel may be campared to a Glafs becaufe of
its relative Darknefs and Obfcurity, compared with the
bright Difpenfation in the Church Triumphant above :
For altho’ a Glafs is clearer than a Vail, yet it -is more
obfcure than immediate Vifion: Hence fays the fame A~
poftle, 1 Cor. 13. 12. Now we fee through a Glafs, darkly,
but then Face to Face. .

3. The Gofpel is here compared to a Glafs becaule of’
the exa® dgreement and Refemblance, that is between &
Perfon looking in a Giafs and the Image which he- be-
holds in it : For as there is an exaét Similitude between
‘ghe Perfon and the Image in a Glafs, {o there-is a §imi>
litude between the glarious things difcovered in the GOk
pel and the Perfon that beholds them. Only thers is
this Difference to be remark’d in the Comparifon, Thas.’
a Perfon looking in a Glafs refle@s his Image upen
ity but the Perfon looking in the Gofpel does not bring:
his Image into it ; but the glerious 1'hings he therein.
beholds reflet their Image upon him ; fo as that he is e~
ven ehanged and transformed into their very Likenefs:
As if a Perfon, in a Glafs, thould behold the glorious I-
mage of the Sun, and receive the Refle&tion of it’s
Bﬂghtnefs back again vpon himfelf, INow, although

RS O there
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there is this Difference in the Similitude between the
Gofpel and a Glafs, as to the Thing producing the cor-
refponding Image ; yet fuch a Correfpondence and A-
greement there is, in both Cafes; and in this Refpet the
Comparifonis juft and fuitable: Asthere isa Refemblance
between the Image in the Glafs and the Perfon that be-
holds it, fo the Glory of God, in the Gofpel, refles its
own Likensfs upon the Beholder, and changes him into
the {ame Image And it’s plain that the Apolftle, in the
Similitude, had his Eye particularly upon this Part of it
from the next Words, beholding as in a Glafs the Glory
of the Lord, we are, fays he, changed into the fame Image.
As if he had faid, when we look into the Gofpel of
Chrift,and therein behold the Glory of God, immediate-
ly therz is a Likenefs ftruck up between it and us ; and
herein, itis asif we were looking in a Glafs. We are
changed into the fame Image, from Glory to Glory.

In thefe Wordsis contain’d the gth Thing obferv-
able in the Text, which is the great Effe(7 produced by
teholding God’s Glory in the Gofpel. By beholding
the Things which God has revealed in the Gofpel in
their divine Glory and Luftre, the Soulis fo powertully
wrought upon as to be transformed into the very fame
Image, from Glory to Glory. By this image and Glery
into which fuch asare truly enlightened are changed,
18 undoubtedly meant their Santtification, and Confor-
mity to God in Holinefs, which is wrought by the In-
ftrumentality of the Gofpel in the Hand of the blefled
Spirit:” But [ cannot think with fome judicious Inter-
preters, that the Apoftle’s D zn in thefe laft ‘W ords,
Jrom Glory to Glory, is to fignity the Progrefsand Growth
of Sanétification in theGodly : Asif he had faid, Fromone
Degreeof beautifulHolinef: to another.But what he means
by Glory,in the firft Word, is that which before he had
call'd the Glory of the Lord appearing in the Gofpel:
So that this latter Senteuce, we are charced from Glory te
Glery,is much the fame with the former, debelding the
Glory of rbe Lord, we are chang'd intothe fame hmage.
Only in this, the Apoltie exprefly declares what was but
mpligd in that, viz. That Hulinefi is & very glorious

B ) Thing 3




The Glory of the Gofpel. 69

Thing ; and more fully expreffes the Intereft and In-
{ftrumentality which the Gn"pel has in the Produion of
it; fhewing, that from the Glory of God in the Gofpel,
is reflected and imprefled this Glory of Holinefs upon
thofe who behold it ; and that, not tranfiently and fuper-
ficially ; but fo as they are wholly changed, and altoge-
ther new formed into the fame glorious Image.

The 6th and laft Particular to be obferved in the
Words, is the Author of this great Change ; exprefled
in thefe \Words, even as by the Spirit of the Lerd. The
Particle a5, in this Place, is not a Note ot Szmilitude, but;
of Reaiity : It does not fignify, that this Change is
wrought only as if it were done by the Spirit of the
Lord, but in Reality is not.  Says Mr. Beza, itisnota
Note of Comparifon, but of Comgrucncy or Fitnefs, and
fo fignifies the Truth and Reality of the Thing. Inthe
fame Senfe we have like Partieles elfewhere ufed by this
Apoftle: Thus, Ver. gth of this Chapter he fays, No*
that we ar¢ (ufficient of our lelves, to think any Thing as
of eur felves. Andin the laft Verfe of the preceeding
Chapter, But as of Sincerity, but @ of God, inthe Sight
of God, [peck we in Chrif: Where the Senfe is the
fame as if the as were wanting ; for, fure the Apoftle
does not mean that he only made an Appearance apd,
Shew of Since:ity in preaching the Gofpel. |

From the Text thus explain’d, I fhall take Notice of
thefe three Propefitions of Truth, clearly contained
i1t

I. That there is much of God’s Glory revealed and dif~

played in the Gofpel.

2. That the Sight of God’s Glory in the Gofpel isof

a transforming Efficacy : The Soul that beholds it,
18 thereby changed into the fame Image.

8- That the Holy Spirit of God is the greai Author,
and efficient Caufe of this glorious Change,

I begin with the firt of thefe, viz,
_ Prop. 1. That there is much of God’s Glory revealed
and difplay'd in the Gofpel

E | n
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In treating dorinally upon it, I fhall only confider
wherein fo much of God’s Glory is manifefted in the
Gofpel, and what of his Glory is manifefted therein.

And here I fhall principaliy take Notice of that which
is the great Subject and Foundation of the whole Gof-
pzl, viz That adorable aftonifhing Method which God
has contriv’d, and, in the Gofpel, revealed for the Re.
covery and Salvation of f:llen undone Sinners. Thi
is the very Subftance and Quinteffence of the Gofpel :
This is that which, above all Things, makes it fo infi-
nitely tran{cend and exceil all the Revelations that ever
God made to Mau :  If the M:niffration of Condemnati-
on ke Glory, much more doth the Minifration of Righte-
oufnefs exceed in Glory : This is that which above alk
T hings, cafts a blooming Glory all round the Gofpel,
as the Sun is the chief Glory of the vifibl> Heavens.
God has fet much ot his Glory before our Evesin the
vifible Creation: ke Heavens declare tie Glirv of God,
and tre Firmament (beweth bis bandy IHork., The inovi-
fible Things of bim frem the Creation f the Florld are
clearly feen, being unde: ffood by the T ings tkat are mads,
even his eternal Power and Godbea] :  They thew forth
the infinite Power, unfearchable Wifdom, and aderable
Sovereignty cf their great Author : But, O ! Sirs, the
Glory of (god thines infinitely brighter in the aftonifhing
Contrivance of Salvation revealed in the Gofpel.

That [ may the more clearly op<n this Subject, and
fet it before you in its divine Glory, it will be neceflary
to confider alittle what a deplorable Condition Sin had
brought Man into: Man, by Sin, fell into a twofold
Mifery, the Mifery of a condemngd State, and of a de-
praved vicious Quality  So foon as Man had troken the
Law of God, he was thereby condemned to undergo that
Punithment which his Sin deferved, which Penalty he
could fully difchargein no thorter a Duration than that
of Eternity: Hence, in order to the Sinner’s being
reftored to Happinef:, he muft be legally delivered from
this Sentence of Condemnation, and bro’t into a State of
g.)ftiﬁcation as ceinpleat as if he had never finned. By

n, alfo, Man loft the glerious moral Image of - (‘:}0{11i i
w -
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which he wasat firft created ; confifting in Knowledge,
Righteoufnefs and true Holinefs.  He is now begome
naturally propenfe to Sin, and averfe te Holinefs; hig
Underftanding dark, his Will perverfe and obftinate ;
his uniting Affections are turned away from God, ter-
minated upon the Creature, and on Sin ; (o that bis car-
2al Mird is Enmity againff God ; he hates God and his
riphteous L.aw: And {o,in order to the fallen Crea-
ture’s Reftoration, there muft of Neceflity be a great
and univerfal Change wrought upon his Soul : It muft
be adorned with new and heavenly Qualities, the old
wicked Dirpcfitions mortified, and the Power of Sin
taken away ; it being the greateft Inconfiftency imagi-
nable, in the very Nature of the Thing, fora Creature
to be happy in the Enjoyment of God without Confor-
mity to him, having his Heart poflefs’d with Enmity a-
gainfthim. Now, any effeCtual Method for the Refto-
ration and Recovery of undone Sinners, muft remedy
this double Mifery, by obtaining for them the twoﬁo]d
Benefit of Juftification and San&ification : In the Me-
thod which God has eftablithed for this End, and re-
vealed in the Gofpel, he has amply provided for their

Relief in both thefe Refpects.

For,
I. He has therein determined that his own dear and

¢ternal Son fhould take upon him our Nature into a per-
fonal Union with himfelf, and therein yield a full Sa-
tifattion to the Law, anfwering to the utmoft all its
Demands upon the Sinner by obeying and fuffering.
This was the ftrange Way which the great God propos’d
for obtaining the Juftification of condemned Sinners ;
They were to be delivered from under the condemning
Sentence of the Law by Chrift’s taking it upon himfelf,
and anfivering it for them. |

2. 'The Lord determined to fend the Holy Ghoft to
fanctify their wicked and unclean Hearts, who, inthe
Ufe of fuitable Means appointed for that End, fhould
convince his Ele& of their utter Undonenes by Sin,
of the All-fofficiency of Chrift alone for their Relief,

ang fo, -uniting their Hearts to Jefus Chrift by Faith,

L
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thould turn them again to the blefled God, and reneyw
his ho'y Image upon them, that God may again delight
in them, and they delight in him.

This is briefly that blefled Scheme that was laid i
the eternal Mind from everlalting, for the Recovery
and Relief of undone Creatures, fallen into fuch de.
plorable Circumftances : And, fure the elation which
it bears to us, asit isan effe:tval Scheme laid for ad-
vancing us to the higheft Happinefs, from eternal, de-
ferved, and the moft abandon’d Mifery, were enough to
make it very glorious in our View, and high in our E-
fteem without any other- Confideration. But let usa
little farther enquire into the Nature of the Thing itfelf, -
and we fhall find it the greateft Expreffion of the Glory
of God, the moft beautiful Reprefentation of the divine
PerfeCtions that ever was difcovered to the intelligent
World ; themoft bright and glorious Scene that ever
was laid open to the View ot the rational Creation;
which putsa new Song into the Mouths cf all the An-
eels in Heaven, and is a Subject ot t'e fweeteft Con- |
templaticn forever to all the Saints of God, whoare
brought to the immediate Enjoyment of his Glory in the
Vifion of it.

Angd, :

1. You may obferve that the Glory of God’s infinite
Witdom very eminently fhines in it. This you may
{ee,

1. By confidering the great and (to a created Under-

ftanding infuperable Difficulties that ftood in the way.
of any Method fufficient for the Recovery of fallen St
ncrs.

2. By confidering the Method it felf, which God has
" propofed to amfwer all thefe Difficulties, and. obtain the
Sinner’s Happinefs. And,

3. The Fitrefs and Sufficiercy of the Mean propos'd
to obtain the End defigned.

If we duly look into thefe Particulars, and compare
them together, with the Help of the holy Spirit, we fhall
find our felves plung’d in a Depth of the divine Wif-
dem that knows no botfom, which our finite Underftan-

. | T e
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dings can never fathom, a-d be obliged to ufe the A-

oftle’s Exclamation, Rom. 1i. 33. O 2-¢ Depth of the
Riches bo. b of the tVifuom and Knowledge of God! how
anfearchable are bis udgm nts, and bis 11 ays paf finding
out! “'ho hatk ksown the Min/ of the Lord 2 or who
batb been bis Coxnfellor 2 Wifdom, in he general, con-
£fts in the propofing ct a worthy and valuable £»d.and
the moft {u:table M. ans for the attaining of that End ; but
when a fir and tfufficient Mean is projected in the midft
of the moft perplexing Dithculties, in the prefent
Cafe, this fcts off the . ifcevery with a very bright Luftre -
The furmounted Difficulties thew the Greatnefs of the
Wifdom. Something of the Difficulty of this Cafe will
appear, by confidering the Nature and Tenor of the
Law of Gad, which he at firft delivered to Man to be
the Rule of his moral Government. God*at firft deli-
vered his Law to Man with the San&ions of Rewards
and Punifhments, in the Form of a Covenant, which,
from the Nature of it, is generally term’d, The Covenann
of H%rks ; the Tenor of which was, that upon Condition
of perfe¢t Obedience ke fhould erjoy an everlafting Life
of Happinefs ; but, upon the other Hand, in C;afe of
" Difobedience and Rebellion againft God, his rightful So-
vereign, he fhould infailibly bear the Punilhmeniwhich
his Sin deierved, either in his own Perfon, or by a Sure-
ty for him ; in thort, that the Punifiment which his Sin
deferved, fhould be fome way or other fuftained.y This
Method the all-wife God eftablithed as 21 invariable Law
~to him{eif to a&t by, in his judicial Procefles with Man :
And in this Covenant-¥orm I would be underftood to
fpeak of the Law, whenioever I fhall have Occafion to
mention it upon this Head.

That perfect Obedience was couftituted the only and
indifpenfable Condition of Life, is plain from that of Pau/,
Rom 10, 5. Mofes, fays he, defcribeth the Righteoufnefs
which is of the Law, that the Man which doth thofe things
foall live by them. With many other Scriptures. See
Matth. 19. 17. where a Perfon asking our Lord, whas
be fhould do that be might have eternal Life, the Lord
aufwers him according to the Notion which he had of

" F 3 the




- : e S ———sosaren WIS SR

4 Zhe Glory of the Gofpel.

the way of Life, which was the way of the old Cove-
nant, by kis own Works, faying, If thou wilt enter into
Life, keep the Commandments. i. e If thou wilt enter in.
to Life, the Way that thou apprehendeft, thou muft per-
fectly keep the Commandments. The Lord refers him
to the Condition of the fir{t Covenant. in order t. con-
vince him of his Miftake, when he tho’t of obtaining e-
ternal Life by his own Obedience, giving him to under-
ftand that his own Obedience would not do unlefsit were
abfolutely perfect, which he could not juftly pretend to,
and therefore,itconcerned him to look fomewhere elfe for
Life *han to hisownW orks,even toChrit himfelf byFaith,
See a:fo Luke 10, 27, 28. Gal. 5. 3. And, that the Law
condemned to condign Punithment, upon the firft Tranf
greflion. isas plain, Gal. 3. 10. As mary as arc of the
Works cf the i aw, are under the Curfe: For it is written,
Curfed 15 every one that continueth not in all Things which
are wri‘ten in the Bock ¢f the Law to do them. Thisis
the Voice of the f.cw in its firft Covenant-Form. Both
thefe Parts of this L.aw-Covenant are comprifed in that
brief Sum of it, Gen. 2. 7. In the Day that thou eatef
thereof, thsu [balt furely dic.

Now this being the Tenor and Conftitution of the
Law of God, as he at firft delivered it to Man, it’s evi-
dent, that upon his Difobedience, an awful Sentence of
Condemnation immediately devolv’d upon his guilty §
Head, and the Law took hold upon him asa Tranfp reffor §
that muft die the Dcath : The Punithment which his §
Sin deferves muft be fuftain’d to fatisfy the Law, trere’s §
no avoiding it : So that it 15 not to be admired that our |
firft Parents, when they had difobeyed the divine Law,
were ftruck with fuch Fear and Dread at the hearing of §
the Vcice of God, tho’ it was their Folly to think of hi- §
ding themfelves from his Prefence, and an early Evi-
dence of their Lofs of the divine Image. And this be-
ing the wotul Circumftance of tallen rebellious Man, an |
eifectual Method for his Relief muft needs be of very |
difficult Dilcovery: For the Penalty of the Law mult
be anfwered in its utmoft Extent, for maintaining the §
Honour of God’s adorable Scvereignty, his Truth and

- Immutability:
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'mmutability. The Queftion is not fingly, Hcw fball
the Law be anfwered? The Reply tothis had been eafy,

The Creature that has finn’d muft fuffer : But, alafs;

then he muft fuffer to Eternity ; nc lefs, from a finite
Creature, is equal to the Demerit of Sin, or can make

Satisfaction for Rebellion againft infinite Majelty : And

then where had his Salvation been ? Butthe Queftion is,
How fPall the Law be anfwered,and yet the Sinner [aved ?

How fhall the Sinner be relieved from the Execution of
the condemning Sentence of the Law, and yet the Sen-

tence fully executed? What Scheme can be projected
and bro’'t to iffue that will compafs both thefe Ends ?
Whereby the Sinners eternal Happinefs and the Law’s
Lxecu ion fhall confift together : No Method can be
fufficient for obtaining the Sinner’s Happinefs, but fuck

asat the fame time fhall provide for the full Satisfacticn
of the Law in all its weighty Claims upon him ; fo that

oar Condition was plainly reduced to the laft Extremity.
Had this one Queftion been put to Creatures for a Refo-
lution, how long, think you, had it remain’d unanf{we-
red? Would it not have ftruck a profound Silence thro’
~ the whole Creation ? Shall miferable Man be delivered
- by the Interpofition of the holy Angels ? Alafs ; they
are but finite Creatures, unable to {uftain the Weight of
Sin’s deferved Punifhment, in any limited Duration :
Aud were they able, yet, they are not willing ; they

have not the Compaffions of 2 God. And the poor Sin-
ner himfelf cannot fatisfy the Law, otherwife than by
fuffering eternally. How long fhould the condemned
Wretches have rack’d their Inventions for the Sclution
of the important Queftion to no purpofe : How many
elaborate Contrivances had vanifhed, like a Vapour, in
the Air, and come to nothing : How many fair Schemes
had been crufh’d in the Embryo, and never come to
Perfetion. Some fuch fruitlefs Propofals, as might have
poffibly been the Iffues of their diftrefledConfultations,we
have excellently reprefented by the Prophet Micab in
the 6th Chapter of his Prophecy, the G6thand 7th Verfes,
Wherewith (bail I come before the Lord, and bow my felf
before the high God 2 Shall I come before bim with Rurnt
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Offerings, with Caives of @ Vear old 2 IVill the Lord be
pleafed with Thoufands of Ram<, or with ten Thoufands of
Rivers of 0112 Shall 1give my Firfi-born for my Tranf-
grefi n, the Fruit of my Body for the Sin of my Sou! 2
Alafs ; what areall thefe to the juftDemands of the boldly
violated Law of God ? and yet, What can the guilty
Creature do more than he here propofes ! Is his Cafe
then utterly irreparable ? Is it quite defparate ? Muft the
whole finful Race infallitly perith for ever without Re-
medy ? O! Let Heavenand Earth be aftonithed and
admire ; the great God has found and provided a blefled
Remedy, which eafily furmountsall the Ditficulties in the
Way. Behold the Produét of Jehovah’s Wifdom, what
aftrange way he has contriv’d to fatisfy the broken Law,
and fave the guilty Rebel : God’s own eternal and co-
equal Son,the {econdPerfon in the gloriousGodhead,takes
our Nature, a human Body and Soul, in the Womb of
the blefled Virgin, into a perfonal Union with himfelf,
fo that the divine and human Nature are but one Per-
{on, but one Lord Jefus Chrift ; and in this human Na-
ture, he yields a perfect Obedience to the Precept of the
Law, thus fulfilling for Sinners the Law’s Condition of
¢ternal Life, and fuftains its awful Penalty to the vimoft,
bears that unfpeakable Weight of Punifhment which
the Law condemned the Sinner to ; and fo the Son of
Gog him/If becomes a propitiatory Sacrifice for the Sin-
ner, the Crzator f r the Creature. Now, what a bright
Glory of divine Wifdem firikes our Eye at the firft
View of this Method, which God has found out for the
De'iveranice and Salvation of condemned Creatures !
Who conld ever Fave taought of te Creator’s becom-
ing a Creature ! Of God’s becoming Man ! That the
divine and the human Nature, in the Perfon of the Son
of God, fro..'d ' ¢ fo nearly united as to t:e but one Per-
ton! Inde.d, 1o great, fo vaft is the Myftery, that now
it is revealed to be fo, yet we cannot comprehend it, how
1t iy 15 I:as well aftonifhes as fayesus : So that it yuftly
detGrves the Apofile’s Epithet, 1 Tim. 3. 10. Mitoout
Cowrev rfo, favsie, great is the Myfory of Godlinfs;
G e g e Ko When no lefsa Sacrifice
Wooltoni's & o pav, and atens tor the Creature’s Siny
the
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the eternal Son of God by this itrange Union with Flefh
offers up himfelf, a Sacrifice of infinite Value. Heb. 10,
4. 5. It is not poffible that the Blood of Bull: and of Goats
(thofe Jewifh Sacrifices) fbould take away Sins ; where-

fore, when be cometh into the /Vorld, he (aith, Sacrifice

and Cffering thou wouldf} not, but a Body haff thuu pre-

pared me.  No other expedient but this was found {uffi-

cient. The Apoftle here refers to the 6th Verfe of the
goth Plalm, where the Words are, Mine Earshaf? thoe
opened ; but the Apoftle rightly interprets the Intend-
ment of them to be, @ Body baf ti:ow preparcd me ;
which the Pfalmift means, when he fpeaks of the For-
mation and Organizing of the Ear, onc oi the Members
of a human Body. :

‘Thus vou have heard fomething of the Intricacy of
the Cate of Sinner’s Reftoration to Happinefs, and the
eXpedient propofed. Let us now confider how the di-
vine Wiidom appears in the Fitnefs and Sufficiency of this
Method tor the obtaining of its defigned LErd. It was
defigned for the Deliverance of the guilty Sinner from
the Condemnation of the divine Law, and advancin
him to eternal Happinefs, by anfwering all the Claims
and Demands which the Law had upon him, and which
ftood as {p many flaming Swords, guarding againft him
the Way to the Tree of Lite, and terribly forbidding
his approach. The Law demanded two Things of the
Sinner,

I. A perfeét and finlefs Obedience, as the Condition
of eternal Life - Upon no other Terms could eternal
Life be enjoy’d ; this Condition muft be fulfilled, other-
wife the promifed Life cannot be obtain’d. Now our
bleffed Y.ord Jefus fully anfwered this Claim of the Law
it the Sinner’s Room ; he yielded 2 perfect and finlefs
Obedience to it; he was holy, harmlets, undetiled, fepa-
rate from Sinners; and {o obtain’d for Believers the loft
Tiﬂf} to eternal Happinels, by fulhlling .fOI‘ thcm the
qgndition upon which only it was promifed : He was
taerefore made under the Law, that {o be might redeem
ihem tihat were under the Law, Gal. 4. 4 5. ThLe
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2. The Law demanded of the Sinner Punifhment for
his Difobedience : And this muft alfo be anfwerea before
his Happine:s can be obtain’d : Our glorious :.ord {ub-
mitted his blefled Head to the Stroke of Juftice, ftand-
ing between the Sinner and the awful Blow, taking it
upon himrelt : He f.lly fatisfied the peenal Demands of
the violated Law, fo that it could require no more.
This will appear it we confider the vaft W eight of Suf-
fering which our dear Redeemer bore, and ti:e exalted
Dignity of his Perfon who fuftain’d it. How did he
fufrer in his Nem> ' That awful Name which the holy
Angels low adore, and at which every Knee fhall bow:
With what Scorn and Derifion, with what Indignity
and Mock-Hoemoage was our fovereign Lord abus'd, by
an inhuman and infulting Rabble ! What did he 1uffer

= -y
in his Body ! Being fcourged with cruel W hips, crow'd
with pointed Thorns, pierced thro’ with iron Nails, and
rack’d upon the curfed Tree. But, O ! What did he
fuffer in his $ea/ ! In the Garden and upon the Crofs!
It pleafed the Lord to bruife b:m, and to make bis Soul, as
weil as his Body, an Offcring for Sin. God the Father
made all the Sea-Billows of Lis \3'rath pas over him :
So weighty was the amazing Preifure, o deep the A-
gony of his Soul, thatit exprefi'd a heavy Shower of
Blood from his facred Body, and makesh:m fay, Now is
my Soul 2xceeding forrowfui, even uato Death.  But, who
was he that bore this unfpeakabie Load of complicated
Mifery? Why, his fupporting Strength may tell you
who heis: It is the high Jmmeniel, God-man : the per-
fonal Union of the human Nature with the divine, puts
an infinite Worth into his Suffering ; fo that he is a
richer and more valuahle Sacritice to anfwer the divine
Law, than it the vhole Race of finning Creatures ~ad
taffered to Eternits- : By this great Sacrifice the awful
At hority and juft Honours of Jehovah’s Law are better
maintain’d, and the tearful Regard due to it better {e-
cared ¢ O Sirs, in what triumphant and tremendsus Ma-
selty does the roval Law of God appear, when the Son
or God him.¢if becomes a Sacrifice to it, to atone for the
Creature's Sin @ Aed what an amplie Satistaction to the

Law
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Law muft this be, which thus magnifies it and makes it
honsurable, as was prophefy’d of our Lord Jefs, Ifz.
42. 21. Thus you fee that all the Claims and Demands
of the Law are fully anfwered by our Lord Jefus Chrift:
The Law lofes nothing by the Sinner's Salvation in this
Way, but comes off with infinite Advantage : God’s fo-
vereign Authority is feated on a Throne of awi{ul Ma-
jefty : His infinite Holinefs and Juftice, his fweeteft and
richeft Mercy are rendered glorioufly con{picious, as we
thall afterwards obferve, and God himfelt exceedingly
endeared to the Hearts of his People. O Sirs, how gio-
rious muft this Method of Salvation be which obtains all
theie high and noble Ends !
Now Brethren, Do but confiler thefe Things which ¢
I have but very darkly reprefented to you ; the per-
plexing Difficulties which ftood in the Way of fallen
Man’s Recovery, the {trange Method which God has
propos'd for that End, with its Suitablenefs and Sufficien-
¢y, how it furmounts all the oppofing Difficulties, and
compafles its defigned and invaluable Ends ; and, O!
how glorious does it fhine, with ¥he refulgent Rays of
the divine Wifdom, that bright Pearl of the Crown of
Heaven ! How omiable does it appear to the >right In-
telligences of the higiier Houie, the holy Angels! They |
foon diicovered, in the Procedure of Providence, that
there was a Defign of Mercy for fallen wretched Man
in the divine Breaft - but poffibly, the Way in which
this Mercy was to b difpenfed was not revealed tothem,
and fo they czuld not think upon the Method whereby . .
the Defign could be accomplithed : Thefe Morning
Stars which fang tozether and fhouted for Joy, behold-
ing the Works oi' God, when the Foundations of the
Earth were laid, they beheld with a furprifing Pleafure
all the Difpenfations of God towards his Church in its
gradual Advancements to the bright Period of the Re-
deemer’s coming : But, O ! when they come to fee the
glorious Scene laid cpen, when they behold the eternal
Son of the eternal Facher, their God and Maker, defcend
to take our Nature upon him, and bring ateut the Sin-
ner's Salvation in this ftrange Manner, with all thefe
Advantages

s b o,
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Advantages, what low Proftrations were then in Hea-
ven! Adoring and admiring the aftonithing Iflues of t e
divine Council ! Before I proceed any farther I can’t
forbear making tois Remark, That all Unbelievers, {u h
as are looking toany thing el{gyfor their Pardon and
Juftification befide the Mediatio of Chrift alone, have
never yet underftood the Gofpel ; they have never {een
their wretched State by Sin as it is, nor rightly appre-
hended the Method which God has eftablithed for toeir
Relief ; and fo caft a Dafh upon the whole glorious Con-
trivance of Salvatio ., rob God of the Glory, and deprive
their own Souls of the Benefit of it. But :arther,

2 The Wifdom of God in this Method ot Salvation
appears, in his bringing about the great Defign by the
Inftrumentality of the moit wicked Agents. This cer-
tainly deferves a Remark, that when the wicked Fews
were only gratifying their Malice againft the Son of God
in all their cruel Sufferings they inflicted on him, he was

. thereby carrying on a higher Defign, which they little
dreany’d of, even the Salvation of loft Sinners. God,
by permitting them to execute their moft unju{tRevenges
upon his dear Sou, was thereby bringing Life and Saiva-
 tion to guilty undone Creatures. Every Suffering which
. they laid upon the holy Jefus, as the moft inhuman
| Murderers, God the Father laid the fame upon him, and
~hjmfelf bore it with this Defign, thereby to make A one-
ment for undone Sinners: And poffibly his Death was
pofitively defigned for the eternal Salvation cof fome of
thofe who were wickedly inftrumental in it ; as may
feem probable frcm that Prayer of his, upon the
Crofs, Father forgive them, for they kncw net what they
do? At lealt it intimates, that their Crime, tho’ great,
was not unpardonable; but, that upon their Applicati-
on to him atterwards by a true Fuzith, their Souls fhould ‘
be wathed from the Guilt of that 25d all their other Sins |
through the Virtue of that Blood which they fhed. Is
not this aftonithing, that he who fuffered as a Malefactor
thould indeed be the Saviour of Sinners, bringing about
their Redemption by thofe very Sufferings ¢ "I'hat thofe
‘who contracted a moft borrid Guilt by inflicting then‘l(i
coulg
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could only be healed by thofe Stripes which they laid
upon him? How ftrangely has the Lord bre’t about
Redemption for us! O! The Depths of the divine H if-
dom ! Surely God’s Judgments are a great deep; his
Way is in the Sea, and his Path in the great Waters,
where his Foot-fteps are not known.

3. The divine Wifdom in the Gofpel Method of Sal-
vation appears beautiful, in that God has therein pro-
pofed to fend his Holy Spirst to renew and fanélify the
wicked Hearts of rebellious Sinners, by the moft proper
Means, fuited to their rational Nature. Had there been
Provifion made only for their Juftification by anfwering
the penal Demands of the Law for them, and none for
their San&ification, this had been fuch a Blot and Defe&
in the Contrivance, as had marr'd the Beauty of the
whole :  For the poor Sinner will not, cannot fanétif
his own Heart: Man has {o loft the Image of God,and
15 by Nature fo much in Love with Sin and wedded to
it, that he never will love God and Holinefs unti! the
Lerd open his blinded Underftanding, and powerfully
change hisobftinate Will :  And how difagreable had 1t
been, ~nd unbecoming the divine Wifdom, to have ad-
vanced fuch loathfome vile Creatures in this natural
Condition to the Glory of Heaven: There is nofuch
Thing : Without Holinefs no Man (hail fee the Lord s .
Thofe whofe eternal Salvation Chrift intended by his
Death, in his own Time he converts and fan&ifies by
his Spirit, powerfully working with his Word. Were
it not fo, he would not have a Seed to ferve him on the
Earth, the great Defign of his i‘eath, the eternal Hap-
pirefs of Sinners, had been fruftrated, and their Salva-
tion but half effected. But there is not the leaft Blemith
nor Pefe in the divine Scheme : Itis all over confiftent
and harmonious. T his isthe Declaration of the divine
Mind, 4 new Heart alfowill Igive you £ a new Spirit wilk
Iput withinyou, S I willtake away the fony Heart out of
your Flefb, and I will give you an Heart of Flefh,and Iwill
put my Spirit within you, and caufe you to walk in my
Statutes, anl ye (balf keep my Fudgments and do them,
Ezek, 30, 29, 27,

S ' & The
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4. The Wifdom of God in this Method of Salya.
tion appears in the blefled Security that is therein laid
for the eternal Salvation of his People. The Lord
Jefus himfelf is the Believer’s Surety in the new Co-
venant. All Man’sSecurity in the firft Covenant, was
in himfelf ; his eternal Happinefs depended upon his
own mutable Will, and he foon made Shipwreck f it.
Ard o it might bte, and certainly would be with Be-
lievers now, did their Salvation ftand upon the fame
Bottom. If Adam in Innocency turned from God to
Sin, yielding to Temptation, when there were no pre-
vious Principles of Sin in him ; furely, thofe who have
fuch Remains of the old Sinful Nature within them,
fuch delufive Snares and powerful invifible Enemies
without them, would not {tand, did their Perfeverence
depend npon their own Management ; were they in-
tirely l=ft to their own Conduct : And fo «ll that Chrift
has done for them would be to no-purpofe: Their eter-
nal Happinefs wouid be nothing the nearer : And then
how deficient had the Plan been that was laid for their
Salvation ? All the Coft and Expence that had hitherto
been laid out upon it (if I may here borrow T'erms from
bhuman Tranfagions) had been in vain. But the Lord
Jefus takes the Salvation of his People intirely into his
own Hand : He isequally the Author and Finifber of their
Faith, Heb, 12. 2. He undertakes to bring them to
cternal Glory againft all Difficulties, Opvofitions, Fears
er Snares that may ccme in the Way ; hoth by inter-
ceeding, and ever appearing in the Prefence of God for
them, and by preferving the Life of Grace in them, and
reftoring them again in all their {trayings, towalk in the
Pathsof Righteoufnefs. TheLord Chrift has this Charge
of his People committed to him, as a Part of his media-
torial Office. See that blefled Declaration of Chrift him-
felf to this purpofe, John 6. 30, 40. This is the Father’s
Wil which bath fent me, that of all which be bath given
me 1 [bould lofe noihing, but fhouid raife it up again at the
laf} Day. And thisisthe Will of bim that fent me, that
évery one which feeth the Son and believeth on him may
bave cverlafting Life . And Lwill reife bim up at tbgﬂﬁ
' ay.
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Day. Here he tells us that he has the fpecial Charge of
his People given to him by his Father, that he fhould
lofe none of them, and accordingly engages to put the
compleating A& to their Glorification, in raifing them
up at the laft Day. No lefs worthy are thofe precious
\X"ords of his, John 19. 27, 28. My Sheep bear my
Viicey and I know theis, ond they follow me.  And Igive
anto them eteraal Life, and they fball ncver terifh, neither
fball any pluck them out of my Hand. He takes them in
his own Hand and keeps them fafely and fecurely, io
that they fhall never perith - Never,until either hisHand
fhall grow weak, or his Faithfulnefs & Truth fhall fail.
But yet, if they tranfgrefs his Laws, and wander away
from God they muft expeé to fmart for it. Tho’ God
will not caft them off for ever, and cruth them under his
terrible Juftice, yet he has a chaftning Rod whereby, as
a tender Father, he will reduse his Children to their
Duty. He will, it’s probable, take away the fweet Peace
of their Confciences, and fpread a fearful gloomy Cloud
of Darkne(3 over their diftrefled Souls, fo that they fhall
find it is an evil thing, and bitter, that they have fo far
forfaken the Lord their God. Som= way or other he
will corre¢t them for it, Heb. 12. 6, 7. And this is
one of the Means he ufes for maintaining and advancing
their Sanctification, and preferving them to Life eternal.
Verie 10. He chaftens us, (ays the Apoitle, for our Profit ;
thai we might be Pertakers of his Holinefs.

Thus I have thewn you fomething of the glorious
Wifdom of God difplay’d in the admirable Method of
fallenMan’sSalvation : And you fee how effeGtual 1t is,and
confiftent in all its Parts ; with what admirable Wi{dom
every thing relating to it was concerted in the divine
Council. But again, | |

2. The Glory of God’s Fufice and Holinefs is bright-
ly fet forth in this Mcthod of Salvation.” Here you
may {ce that he is a God of infinite Holinefs and inflexis
ble Tuftice. To make Laws without Penalties, thofe
neceflary Guards againit Viola‘ions. is fuch a bad Piece
of Government ay is inconfiftent with human, much
more with the divine Wifdom. And to make ;i;nal
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Laws without ever regarding their Execution, is but a
mean trifling, infinitely beneath the divine Majefty:
Such a Negligence as this expofes Authority to the

reateft Contempt, and degrades it to the loweft Degree
of Bafenefs. Who would regard that Authority that
fuffers it felf to be infulted with Impunity ? The great
and fovereign God is not fuch a contemptible Being :
He will keep up the awful Dignity of his Authority in
his Method of Government, and not fuffer it to be tram- .
pled upon at Pleafure by his Creatures : Before Sin
thould go unpunithed, he would punifh it is his own be-
loved Son : Behold the Son ofGod in his Agonies, prefs'd
under the Weight of God’s terrible Juftice, and there
you may fee what a juft God Jehovah is, and what in-
finite Indignation he juftly conceivesagainft Sin: There
you may fee the hateful and provoking Nature of Sin,
that fills the divine Mind with fuch high and terrible
Refentments. O ye Chriftlefs and unfanctified Sinners!
Confider what a God you have deal with : % is 2 fear-

ful thing, {ays the Apoftle, to fall into the Hands of the

living God. Can thine Heart endure, or can thine “anis
be firong, in the Day that be fball deal with thee? Ezek,
22. 14. Awake, awake, out of your Death-Slumbers,
and look about you; fee what awful Juftice is engaged
againft you. I know that the loofe Notions which you
entertain of the great GoodnefsandMercy of God, keeps
our Confciences in a ftupid Quiet. God’sfaving Mercy
is indeed inconceivably great, and appears in his fending
his dear Son to redeem us, and accepting of his Satisfac-
tion for fuch as by Faith lay holl upon him ; which is
done without any Injury or Difadvantage to his fovereign
Authority and Government : But in no other way can
the Exercife of his faving Mercy confift with the Secu-
rity of his glorious Authority : And fure, the all-wife
and glorious God will not exalt one of his Attributes up-
on the Ruins of another ; nay, even of his whole Maje-
fty and Greatnefs : So that you who have never come
to Chrift by Faith, and fo have no a&ual Intereft in his
fatisfactory Righteou{nefs, are bound over to anfwer the
ereat and terrible Juftice of God in your own Perfons d
; And
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And unlefs you fly to the Lord jefus who Ghias bore the
Weight of it for Sinners Relief. you fhali be cruiied
under it to all Eternity: The great God will not de-
bafe himfelf for your Salvation, but will maintain the
Rights of his Royalty. O Sinnets, tremble at the Tho’ts
of thefe tremendous Truths, and know affuredly, that
unlefs you comply with that moft wife and gracious E-
{tablifhment of God, wherein he has both provided for
his own Glory and your Happine(s, you fhall feel the
Weight of his vindi®ive Arm and the Lafhes of -his
iron Rod forever. | o

3. The boundlefs Lowe and dear Mercy of the blefled
God is illuftrioufly difplayed in the Redemption of
wretched Sinners by his dear Son. The wondrousl.ove of
God in ourRedemption by JefusChrift is indeed an infinite
and boundlefs Theme, which mightafford us a Difcourfe
commen{urate with Eternity itdelf, had we but Wordsin
Weight and Number equal to the Subje¢t. But here
we muft be thott : O may we come t6 that bleffed State
at laft, where out capacious Thoughts thall e better able
to take it in, and never meet with any ungrateful Avo-
cations from the joyful Contemplation. 'I'he Greatnefs
of God’sLove herein will appear,

1. If you confider the reafonable and ftrong Claims of
Juftice, I mean, for punithing Sinners in their cwn Per-
fons according to their Demerit. They had rendred
themifelves odious to Ged’s Holinefs, were guilty of the
moft heincus and criminal Rebellion againft the moft
adorable Sovereignty, the moft awful and righteous Au-
thority, and had broken the ftrongeft Bonds and moft
€ndearing Obligations, and violated the Rights of Hea-
ven. Isit not wonderful that the Claims of Juftice fo
powerfully enforced had not been granted ! O Sirs,
confider, that when Pity and Compaffion turned the
Ballance, Juftice might have done it ; and then how
miferable had we all been forever, fhut up with .the
%’Oﬁaﬁc Angels, under the gloomy Horrors of eternal
Defperation. . |

., 2- How great is the Love of God, not only in con-
;_ﬁﬁ&Gﬂd.lI\g to f3ve us, but that -at fg deara Rate ! When

.
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no other Way could be found, ( at leaft that we can
conceive ) confiftent with the Security and maintaining
of the Honours of his Majefty, he dent his own dear
Son, the very Brightnefs of his own Glory, and exprefs
Image of his Perfon s who as freely came in our Nature,
reconciling himfeif to all the Circumitances of Abafe-
ment, bore an inconceivable Weight of Mifery, and
poured out hisSoul unte Death: And all for the Re.
demp:ion of poor vile and hell-deferving Creatures,
Surely the Love of Chrift paffes Knowledge, Epb. 3. 19
Well might the Apoftle fay, 1 John 4. 10. Herein is
Love, not that we loved God, but that be loved us, and fent bis
Son to L>the Propitiation for our Sins. |
Thus have Iopen’d to you femething of the bright
Glory of God that is to be feen in the Gofpel of Chrift,
by confidering the Difplays of it in that aftonithing Me-
thod which God has taken for the Recovesy and Salva-
tion of undone Sinners therein revealed. [ might fan
‘ther fhew you how we may difcover much of God’s Glo-
ry in many other things of the Gofpel ; fuch as the Ac-
count it gives us of the general Refurrection and Judg-
ment at the Jaft Day, with the auguft and glorious So-
lemnity of it, and the manner of Procedure in it : As
alfo, of the Happinefs of the Godly in a future State in
the glorious Enjoyment of God. The precicus Gofpel
ot Chrift reveals much of the Glories of the invifible and
- tuture World, fuch as may juftly fill us with great
"I’boughts and deep Impretlions of God, and {o affect our
learts as to centorm as more to his glorious Image.

Bat I muft proceed to make fome Refleclions by way

- of Inference upon what has been offcred.

And, ‘

1. From the whole, we may farther take Occafion to
ndmire God’s glorious Wifdom: Particularly, in making
- &in, the very worlt of Evils, thus to fubferve the Illuftra-
ion of his own Glory. Sin, above all Things, is far
from having any fuch Tendency in its own Nature, and
- yet God will bave Glory . to his own Name even from
i, ia the.Redemiption of Sinmers ; fuch a Glory as“y‘a

'
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had never beheld, if Sin had never been. IS any thing
then too hard for God ; who in the Vailnefs of his Wif-
dom can make Sin it felf an Occafion of thewing forth
fuch Glory. ‘ |
2. From what has been fpoken, you may obferve how
much clearer Light we now enjoy under the br'ght Di(-
penfation of the Gofpel of @hrift, than the Church ot
God was favour’d with before his com’ag in the Flefh.
You have heard more at this Time, of the Way which
God has taken for the Redemption and Salvation of Sin- .
ners, tho’ from one of the meaneft that Chrift hes em-
ploy’d to ferve him in the Gofpel, than all the Old Tef=
tament Prophets could have told you. He that is leaft
in the Kingdom of Heaven, i. e the lealt and meaneft
true Gofpel Minifter in the Church of Chrift, atter his
Death, Refurrection, Afcenfion, and Gifts of the holy
Ghoft, when he had glorioufly fet up his Kingdomin the
World, is,in this Refped, greater than Yohz the Baptift,
and all the Prophets that ever were before him, Marrb.
11. 11. He has a much more excellent Miniftry, and
aclearer Knowledge of the glorious Mviteries re'ating
to our Salvation. .
3. This Dotrine informs us of the great Blindnefs of
fuch Perfons as fee nothing of the bright Glory of God
in the Gofpel. Ifit be {o that the Glory of God is there-
in prefented to us as in a Glafs, then {ure they muft bz
very blind who don’t difcover it. And yet, alafs ; how
many f{uch blind earthly Souls are there ; who, tho' they
read never fo much of the holy Scriptures, yer, never
difcern any thing of this bright Glory in them ; butthey
are to them as common Stories, or empty Taies. O la-
mentable ! Altho’ the Vail is taken off the Gofpe. it re-
mains ftill upon their Heaits. O Sirs! Confider thisisa
certain Evidence that yen zre ina Chriftlefs, perifhing .
Eftate : You have never been favingly illuntinated by the
holy Ghoft. All the Godly do behold the Glory of God
n the Gofpel, fo as to have their Hearts muchintivenc'd
and {an&ified byit: Bekolding as in a5lals theGle: y of the
Lord, we are changed into the fame mage. * Tcw, 1.3
3. JTe preach Chrif crucificd, w the , wi 6 fur
G 3 Fling




—— —————— —at—_

88 %e Gliry of #ke Gofpel. q

bling-block, and sntothe Greeks fooliflone(s ; Baut unto ihem
which are called, both Fews and Creeks,Chriff the Pewer
of God, and the W ifdom of God. z Cor. 4 3, 4. If our
Gofpel be hid, it is bid to them that are loff - IV bofe Minds
tbhe God of this Horld ba:b biinded, lef the Light of the
- glericus G: fpel of Chri%, wha is tke Image sf God, frculd
Shine unto them. And Verte 6. God, wko commanded the
Ligt to jbine .. t of Darknefs, bath fbired int- our Hearts,
20 give the Lzt of the Knowledge of the Glory of God,
she Face of Jefus Chriff.

4. You may think with your felves, from what you
have heard, how bright and ravithing the Glory muft be
which the Saints of God fhall behold in Heaven, when
both Vaii an2 Glafs thull be taken out of the way, and
they fhall fec itasitis. Now we fee thre’ a Glafs, dark-
dy, but then Facr te Face. All thefe Things fhall be o-
pen’d with a brighter Glory there, affording 2 delight-
tul cntertainment to all the blefled Mincs for ever ;
where they fhal! te ever cclebrating the Praifes of re-
deeming Love and VViidom, in the Poficffior ot the

urchaied Inheritance, and Prefence of their Goed and
2avio'r.

5. Hence be informed of the high Excellency of the
Gofpel ; how much we ought to prize and valueit.
How excellent and werthy muft that te which brings
the Glery of God himfclf to the View of Creatures,
etpecialiy in their Redemption from the Pains of Hell
to the happy Enjoyment of himfelt. Rem. 1. 16. Says
the bleded Apoltle, I am noi afbamed of the Gofpcl of
Cbrif. 'T'kerc isa Meiofis in the Words, more intended
than exprefs'd ; he means, I hizhly efteem the Gofpel of
Chrift, and account it my greateft Glorv. And the
Reafons which he gives for it are the very fame afforded
mour Text. Firff, Becaufe of i*s Efficacy to the Sandli-
fication, and, confequently, the Salvation of Souls : For,
fays he, Itis the Pewer of God umto Salvation to every
one that bclicveth.  And Secomdly, Becaufe of the Way
ot Salvation thro’ Chrift’s Righteoufnefs revealed thexein,
aind the Subject thereof ; for thereinis the Rightecuf-
net: of God revealed from Faith to Faith, O } What
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a high Favour is it that we fhould enjoy the glorious
Gofpel of the bleffed God, as the Apoi:le calls it, 1 Tom.
i Ii.

6. %rom the foregringDo&trine we may clearly infer,
tke high Excellency of thz: holy Ordjnance of theLord's-
Supper, which we have thi. 1'ay been honoured with,
which reprefents a crucified Lord Jefus. O Sirs, this
holy Sacrament repre:ents and holds forth the greateft
Wonder of Angels as well as Mer, the Son of God
himfelf bleeding and dying for the Salvation of his poor
guilty Creatures. The aftonifhing Glory of God re-
vealed to usin the great Do&trines of the Gofipel is here
v.fibly reprefented before cur Eyes. How glorious and
venerable is this holy Ordinance. Our bleded Lord ap-
poinced it to be a Signification of his bitter Sufferings,
to revive in the Memorices ot his dear People his cruek
Death for them ; that fo, in attending upon it, their Souls
might be immediately employed in conzemplating all the
divine Glories of their Redemption, whereby fuitable
and heavenly AffeCtions might bg excited in them, and
fo they might enjoy near and fiveet Commumnion with
himfelf! Thus fhould we have all the Graces of the
Spirit of God enlivened and advanced in us by this holy
Ordinance, and be fetting out wi’x .cnewed Strength

and Refoiution in the Way of Holinefs even unto
Death.

But it’s time to difmifs this Head of Doftrine. And
o] pafs on, to fpeak fomething to the two remaining

Propofitions obferved from the Text.

The firft of whichis,
That the Sight of Ged’s Glory in the Gofpel is of a
transforming Efficacy ; the Soul that bebolds 12, is thereby
changed into the fame Imagc.

) And the other is, |
That the Hely Spirit of God is the great Awthor aad
eficient Caule of this glorious Change.

G 3 | And
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- And for Brevity fake I fhall treat upon them both
toxetker without Diftinction, in the following Order ;

1. | thall fhew you what is meant by being changed
into the Image of the Glory of God that appears
in- the Gofpel. '

1)\

. I thall endeavour to illuftrate the Truth of this
Prouoﬁtwn, That fuch as do behold the Glory of
God in the Gofpel, are thereby changed into the
fame Image. And,

G>

. I fhall thew you how the Holy Spirit effe@s this
Change by the Goipel.

1. I returnto he firflt of thefe Heads, which is to fhew,
W 'bat it is to be changed into the Image of that Glory of
God which appears in the Gofpel.

. Far opening this to your Underf’candmm ycu muft
Lnow,

1. As has been already obferved, That by beholding
the Glery of God in the Gof'pel, 1s underftced, a be.
holding tne revealed 1'ruths of the Gofpel in their
Gloryf a beholding of them fhining with that Glory
of God which they manifelt and difcover, ( fomething
of which has been already confidered ) {o that the Glory
of Godin the Gofpel, is not to be taken in this Place
{eparately from the Syftem of. Gofpel-Truths which dif-
cover it ; and fc, to Le LhangJ mto the Image of God's
Gjor ; herb, is to be made anfwerabic to ne o lorious
fruths of the Goipel.

And henc €,

2. You mufl obferve, that the Truths of the Gofpel
have a native and inher ent T'endency to intluence and
affect the Heart in a ho!l ty Manner ; to excite and work
holy and heavenly Diipofitions in the Soul, agreable to
the W xllot (-zou, and well pleafing in his &aht It
the peculiar Lxgeliency cr the Gofpel of C hrift, that it
Is fully fvfficient in its Kind, as a Mean, to dnpo(e the
Heart in al] ‘Things aoleablc to the divine Will ; w hxlch
. | nob




noble End the beft improved Phil fophy never could
attain. Itis the great Scope and Defign cof the whole

Gofp:l, both in its Doétrines and Precepts, to make’

Sinners holy, and conform to God’s moral Image: To
this it tends in its.own Nature : And when the Heart

is affeted and' difpofed an{werable to Gofpel Truths,

then it is fan&ified, pleafing in the Sight of God, and

agreable to his boly Will And this is what is here;

meant by being changed into the Image of his Glory;

or into the Image of the glorious Truths of the Gofpel.-

The Soul is then changed into the Image of the glo-
rious Truths of Chrift when their Defign and moral
Tendency is imprefled upon it, fo that it 'is rendered
anfwerable to them ; as the Impreffion upon the Wax

anfwers to the Seal. T'his is to have the Law of God-

written upo: the Heart, according te Fer. 31. 33.
}Vhere,l think the Lawof God is to be underftood in
its largeft Extant, both for (ne Doctrines and Precepts of

God in his Word ; in whick Sen’e it is frequently ufed

1n the holy Scriptures: Now, when the Heartisaffect-

ed anfwerably to the divine Law, it bears ( tho’an im-
perfect ) yet alegible Tranfcriptand Copy of that divitie
Original ; fo thatif you knew the Heart of a i"d yMan

you might read God’s Law upon it ; ycu.mig

Tpell. e
out in the Difpofitions of his Soul, as fo many E:gzbb

Chara&ers of it.

_ To make this yet eafier to your Apprehenfions, I fhall
particularly inftance in fame of the Truths of the Gof-

pel; and fhew you what Diipofitions they have a Ten-
dency to influence the Heart with.

And, Firff, The Gofpel informs us that all Markind
are broaght intoa State of Condemnation by 8in, fo that

\y!hqfoe\.'er ras not an Intereft inthe Mediation of Jefus
Chrilt his only Remedy, fhall furely perith for ever *.
| | It

~m

‘ f any fhould be diffatisfied at my [aying that this is revealsd by
- she Gofpel, [sppofing it te be only a':'fco'veredb) the:Law, 1w:uld

baveis confidered that the Doftrine of & Siomer's Foflification be.
= Gy T Jore
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It farther informs us that thete is no other Way of Re-
lief for the Sinner, but through the Righteoufnefs of
the Lord Jefus. Now, Is it not evident that thefe Truths
tend to humble the Sinner exceedingly under a Senfe
of his Wretchednefs, and to bring him off {rom all Self-
dependence, from all Truft in himfelf or Lis own Do-
mgs, and to make him traly poor in Spirit 2 And when
thefe Things are rightly apprehended and certainly be-
lieved, they will of Neceflity praduce thefe Effectsin the
Heart.

~ Again, The Gofpel informs us of Chrift’s mediatorial
Undertaking for the Relief of undone Sinners ; of his
All-{ufficiency and Fulnefs, and his gracious Offer of
Salvation thro’ his Righteoufnefs, to all fuch as humbly
and unfeignedly acknowledge their guilty and helpiefs
Condition, and fly to him for their Reliet, leaning their
guilty perifhing gouls enly upon him, depending upon
his Grace, Ability and Faithfulnefs. Now, thete glo-
rioas Truths of the Golpel have a manifeft Tendency
to bring the Soul to clofe with the Lord Jefus by Faith,
and repofe a fiveet Truft and Affiance in him, and to
fill it with a very ftrong and dear Love to him. When
all thefe Truths are realized to the Mind, the Weight
ahd Importance of them diicovered, the Soul 1z then
heartily willing to be faved by Chrift in any Way,
upon any Terms, and depends on him, and him only
for its Salvation. ; o

~Alfo, the Glory of God’s Wifdem, Holinefs, Conde-
fcenfion and Love, which {o clearly fhine forth in the
Gofpel, fills the Soul that difcovers it, with a very af-
fectionate Admiration and Aftonithment. o

V2
(/..:

‘”—:

foreGod and Salwation from Hell by Chrift wlome(which is the wvery
Sugftance of the Gafpet)neceffarily fuppsfes and implies antecedent
Condennation : When the Gofpet tells a Sinner, That unle[; be bee
lieves inCheift for his Salvation, be fball furely perifb for bis Sis,
inthisitcersainly tells bim shat be is under 4 Sentence of Cawdlem-
mation ti Helt spon the Accouns of bis Sin, from which be can bs
a3 etker Way relieved, ~ 7 77 77 T
Thus




Thus, when the reveaied Truths of the Gofpel are fo
applied to the Heartss tc influence it with fuch anfwer-
able Difpofitions, habitually refiding in it, then is it
changed into the glorious Image of the Gofpel, and made
anfwerable to it, as the imprefled Wax is to the Seal ;
the Heartis turned as % were intoa Gofpel Mold.

2. And fol proceed to the fecond Head, Which is to

illuftrate the Truth of this Propofition, That fuch as be-
kold the Glery of God in the Goﬁ;g, are thereby changed
into the famc Image.

And to make this appear,

1. It is evident from the Nature of the Thing. Itis
impoffible for the Underftanding to perceive and look
upon the Truthsof the Gofpel in their divine Glory and
Excellency, without anfwerable Impreffions upon the
other Powers of the Soul. So great is the Importance,
Weight, Excellence and Glory of the Truths of Chrift,
tkat when they are rightly apprehended and conceived
of by the Underftanding, it powerfully recommends
them to the Approbation and Complacence of the Will;
fo as it no longer refits, but freely complies with their
practical Ufe and Tendency. It's true, the Will of
fallen corrupted Man is naturally ditpoied to the greateft
Obftinacy to practical Holinefs, and the great Truths of
Chri: But when they fhine bright in theEye of the Un-
derftanding in their divine Beauty &Glory,then the Will
1sfweetly overcome and perfwaded tobe for God. The
Uaderftanding, you know, is the directive and leading
Faculty of the Soul, which is to guide and influence the
Will and other Affections. indeed, the bleffed Hars
Mony of our Souls Powers is miferably broken by ‘the
Fall, {o that the Wil often refufes Obedience tg the
Underftanding’s Diftates ; but when the HelySpirit comes

to reftore God’s moral Image upon the Soul, he reftores-

much of that original and happy Concord tetween its
Faculties ; and o makes all Thin;s become new, 2 Cor.
5. I'y. 'The Refiftance of the Wiil is much occafioned
by the Blindnef; of the Underftanding, by its mean and
confufed Conceptions of the Truths of God : Hence,
altho’ & Psrion may be able to furnith himfelf with l}ea-
~ , ons
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fons which fufficiently convince his Judgment, that Gogd
15 to be loved and ferved above all, that Holinefs is the
moft reafonable, neceflary and comfortable Prattice ;
yet, his Will will not comply until he has clearer Ap.
prehenfions of the Truths of Chrift, and difcovers the
tranfcendent Excellency and attraGtive Glory of the
Gofpel ; and then he is much taken with it and allured
by it. Itis indeed difficult to convince fuch as arc yet
in their natural State of Ignoranceand Blindnefs, of the
powerful Efficacy of the Doctrines of the Gofpe! upcn
an enlightened Soul: But it is moft certain from this
Text, and the Nature of the Thing, That none ever
beheld them in their divine Glory, but they were fanéi-
fied by them, and made traly holy : Beholding in the
Gofpel the Glory of the Lord, they are changed into
the fame Im:ge.

Again, 2. Confider, (hat the Soul muft firft be wound-
¢G Ly the Law of God before he can fze the Glory of
God in the Gofpel. Perfons may profefs the Truthzof
the Go pel as the Articles of their Faith, and have a
fuperiical Knowledge of them, and yet never fee the
Glory of God fhining in them. Until 2 Sinner comes
traly to fee his wretched and undone Condition by Sir,
the glorious Do&rine of Salvation thro’ the Mediation
and Righteoufnefs o1 the Son of God, will be but a fap-
leis and empty Speculation to him : But when he comes
once to be thoroughly convinced of . Need of Re-
démption by Chrift, of his condemned and undone State
by Sin, O! Then heis in anotherCondition to behold the
bright Glory of the Gofpel of Chrift : So that this
Diicovery of Guiit and Condemnation is neceffarily pre-
fuppofed in the Perfon who beholds the Glory of Gad
in.the Glafs of the Gofpel. And now, when a poot
Sinner fees his condemned and undone Condition by
Sinin the Glas of the Law, that without Relief fome-
where oxt of bimfelf be mf eternally perifb ; O, how is
Le then taken with the Deffrinc of Redemption in Fefss
Cbriff, when it fhines in upon his Underftanding as it is
1 itlelf :  How Dbeautiful and glorious then does- he be-
hold the Gofpel-Revelation of Peace with God, and

~ - Salyation
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Balvation from Hell and deferved Wrath, thro’ Jefus a
Mediator ? How reafonable is it to think that hiswhole
Heart ihould be {weetly overcome by it, and all the
Powers of his Soul yielding up to its blefled Influence
fo as to be changed into the fame Image. If{uch of you
as are here this Day in an unconverted chriftlefs State,
who now 1light the Gofpel, and think little of a Savionr,
did but fee your wretched perithing Condition asit is, |
you would then know how to prize a Redeemer, and feé
a bright Glory in the Golpel, it the Holy Spirit enlight-
ened your Minds by it to difcover Salvation for your
perithing Souls in Chrift :  You would then know fome-
thing of its attractive and transforming Efficacy. |

It is clearly manifeit from what has been {poken, that
fuch as have been favingly enlightened and are true Be-
lievers, have their Devorion much enlivened and their
Sanéification promoted by the Contemplation of the re-
vealed Truths of Chrift! Whence it isalfo apparent,
that true Piety and experimerntal Religion, even in its
higheft Advancement, isvery remote from Enthufiafim,
and being the meer Product of the blind Fancies of
injudicious and ignorant People, as it is generally déemed
by unfanctified Souls who know little of it. It feems
the Apoftle’s great Flights of Atfection towards God,and
flaming Zeai ror Chrilt had expofed him to the fame Cen-
{fure in his Day, and the Godly at this Day may fay with
him, If we be befides our felves, it is to God : For the
Love of Chriff confiraineth us, 2 Cor.5. 13, 14. '

But to conclude this Head with a brief Refletion upon
what has been hitherto faid upon it ; it is plain, Thatifit
is the Nature of a rationial Soul to entertain Impreffions °*
an{werable tothe Difcoveries of the Underftanding,and
proportioned to the Weight and Importance of them ;
to have the Will influenced and {wayed by the Under-
ftanding ; and if the T'raths of the Gofpel are of fuch
Weight, Excellence and Glory, as ‘to be fufficient in
their abftratted Nature, to engage the Will of a rational
Creature to a Compliance with their moral Tendency,
then it is plain, I fay, that the Soul which beholds them
as they are in their proper Glory, muft needs be_trant;

) | torme
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formed into their very Likene(s, and made fo anfwerable
to them that it may properly be faid to be changed into
the fameImage. The fame islikewife evident fram the
other Confideration, of the previous Preparation of the
Soul for fuch a Difcovery by a Senfe of Guilt and Con.
demnation, which givesit {till a farther Advantage to
the Produétion of this Effe¢t. But, in the mean time,
we muft be careful that we don’t carry the Demonftra.
tion fo high as to imagine that the bringing about this
glorious Change were in our owa Hands ; as though the
Converfion and Sanétification of a Sinner depended only
upon his own Improvement of his rational Powers ; as
though all that i1s neceflary to that End were only an ex-
ternal Gofpel-Revelation from God 2nd the Exercife of
Reafon in our felves. Atthe fame Time that the A
itle tells us, That by beholding the Glory of the Lord
:n the Gofpel, we are changed into the fame Image, he
alfo tells us, That this is done by the Spirit of the Lord.
Altho’ the Lord requires us to be diligent in the Ute of
Means for our Sanification, yet the Thing itfelt is
always attributed to the Holy Ghoftas his peculiar Work,
without whole powerful and almighty Concurrence, ail
our Endeavours will be ineffectual.

Which leads me to confider the
.- 3d. And laft Head propofed, W hich is to thew, How
the Haldepirif effesis this Change by the Gofpel.
. -And,

1. The Holy Spirit opensand enables the Underftan-
dipgs to behold the revealed Truths of God as they are
in themielves, and fo by them enlightens it to conceive
gightly of divine Things. The firft and principal

Work of the Spirit of God in Converfion, is the cau-
fing of Light to fhine in the Soul’s dark Hemifptere,
Altho’ Perfons, by the Improvement of their Under-

- fiandings, may acquire fucha Knowledge of the Gofpel

as to be able to diftinguith between” Truth and Error,
and toevince and maintain the former by Reafon and
Argument ; yet, it is the proper Work of the Holy
Spirit to give fuch true Conceptions and right Appre-
henfions of thefe Truths which they thus profefs, as to

make
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' inalré them effeGtudl to the San@ification of the ‘Soul ¢
This is beyond the Compafs of our natural Abilities fince
the Fail : * ‘To this Purpofe is that of the Apoftle, 1 Cor.
2. 14. The natural Man receiveth aot the Things of the
Spirit of God ; fir they are Foolifbmefs unto bim ; neitber
can be know them, becaufe they are [piritually difcerned.
‘That this right and fanctifying Underftanding of the
revealed Truthe of God, depends fo much upon the
Operation of his Holy Spirit, is attefted ty the certain
Experience of the Godly, who find, that by his blefled
Influence, they have at {ometimes much more clear and
Soul-affecting Views and Apprehenfions of them than
at other Times they can attain to. By a {pecial and-fu-

rnataral Illumination of the Mind, the Holy Spirit
leads & guides the Soul in the Way whercin it fhould go,
dire&s it how to come to Chrift and pleafe God : So much
is clearly in ‘mated in that of the Apoftle, Rom. 8. 14.
As many as are LED by the SPIRIT ¢fiGob, they are
the Sons of God. ¢ |

2. The Holy Spirit eftablifhes the Heart in the Faith
of the great Truths of the Gofpel ; fo that they are no
longer Matters of Opinion, but the mott certain Reali-
ties to the Perfon. He can venture his Life, and (which
is more ) his Soul and eternal Salvation, upon the Truth
of them, which ke does, when by Faith he clofes with
the Lord Jefus. He is now affected with them as with
the moft important Certainties, |

And then,

3. By the Truths of Chrift thusdifcovered and believ-
ed, the blefled Spirit agreably draws and engages the
Will to comply with the Gofpel : In this Manner he
powerfully overcomes its Obftinacy and caufes it to bow.
At firft he batters againft it as it were by Cempulfion,
with the fiery Darts of .the Law ; and then opens
the Scene of redeeming Love in Jefus, caufes the &C-‘
trines of Redemption, thro’ the Son of God, to fhine in
the Eye of the Underftanding with all their Heavenl
Glary, and then it can no longer withftand, but mof
freely and affeétionately complies with the Demands of
thg Gofpel, and the Soulis made a meft willing Captive
| TR ST PV LY Kbl A IR IS to

.
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| to the Lord Jefus. Thus the obftinate Sinner, by 1
t . .. . . .
rational Violence is overcome, fo that univerfal Holinef;
is kis moft affeGionate and unreferved Choice. Angd
altho’ thefe feveral Steps are not fo difcoverable in the
Experience of fome as of cthers, nor the Tranfition or
afing from one to another fo diftin&, yet this is the
%Vay in which the blefled Change from Nature to Grace
is conftantly effeCted, whatever circumflantial Diverf
ties may be. A
4.-Having opened the principal Doclrines contain
. edinthe two foregoing Propofitions, I fhall now conclude
~ with a brief Improvement of the fame.
i And the firft Ufe I thall make of what has been faid,
. fhall be for Information,
And,
- 1. You may hence beinformed, How agreable to their
rational Nature God deals with Sinnersin their Con-
verfion. Altho’ the Converfion of aSinner is the Work
of God alone, and he, in his natural State, entertains.
the greateft Obftinacy and Prejudice againft true Holi-
nefs, yet this Change is not wrought in him by a blind
brutal Neceffity ; by fuch a meer phyfical Operatior, as
that whereby we can work upon 2 Block or a Stone ;
much lefs by a compulfive Force againft his Will, as
this Do€trine of the powerful and irrefiftable Effieacy of
converting Grace has been unjuftly charged, which is
inconfiftent with the very Nature of the Thing: But
the Soul is directed, and the Will irrefiftably determin-
ed by the Light of the Underftanding : And thisisfo
far -from being contrary to the Nature of a rationak
Creature, that 'm fureit were contrary thereto for it to
do otherwife. When a Sinner is made willing in the
Day of God’s Power, he fees the higheft Reafon for
his Choice, whereby every Thought is brought inte
 Captivity to the Obtedience of Chrift,according to 2 Cor,
i0. §. - '
2. From what has been fpoken, you may eaﬁl‘y learn
the great Mifchief and purnicious Tendency of Igno-
rance, . Poor deceived Sculs are apt to make Ignorance

their
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their  Confidence and Refuge, and thinic it wili be
a great Plea for them ; but, 2lafs, It is like to be their
Damnation, both, becaufe it is wilful when they enjoy
the Means of faving Knowledge, and as it keeps them
altogether out of the Way of Converfion to Chrift,
To this Purpofe fays the Lord by his Prophet, My
People are defiroyed for lack of Knowledge, Hof. 4. 6.
The dreadful Confequences of Ignmoranceis exprefled
by the Apoftle, Eps. 4. 18. Where he fpeaks of
Souls being alienated from the Life of God through the
Ignorance that is in them, beraufe of the Blindnefs of
their Hearts. The Devil well knows that this is one
of his beft Securities for the tipholding of his In-
tereft ; and therefore that Prince of Darknefs endea-
vours to keep poor Souls tlind-folded to their De-
ftru@tion. 2Cor. 4. 3, 4. If our Gofpel be bid, it is hid
to them that are Ioff : in whom the God of this orld bath
blinded the Minds of them that believe not, lef¥ the Light
of the glorious Gofpel of Chriff, fhould fbine unto them.
He knows that if the Light of the glorious Gofpel
fhould fhine into the Minds of his Subjects, his Em-’
pire would be in Danger of tottering and falling to
the Ground, but if he can prevent that, he has no
Reafon to fear *. Ala%&, how many precious Souls are
kept in the Poffeffion of the Devil and under his Do-
minion, through the Ignorance that isin them.

3. The foregoing Doflrine teachesus a very great:
and fovereign Mean for the advancing of Sanétificati-:
on, 2:2. T'ke Study and Knowledge of divineTruths. Be-
holding, fays the Apottle, asiz a Glafs the Glory of the
Lord, we are changed into the [ame Image. The Con-
templation of the glorious Truths of Chrift admirably

Jn—.——ab-m_
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X The Pope and the Dewil unanimoufly agree » attacbx’:ig-
pror. People to sheir Interefls, by keeping (i:nz in Ignorances
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~ that the Converfion and San&ification of the Soul is
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 Godly beholding in the Gafpel the Glory of the Lord,
e che

~ the eternal Life or Death of your mo%recioas Souls :

ved. Jobn 1. 13, and 3. 3.
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enlivens Grace and promotes Holinefs in the People of -
God. It’s true, in Conjun&ion with this, they do
fitably make Ufe of other Means which' the Lord
has appointed, fuch as Prayer, Praife, and the other
Ordinances of God; but it is this that gives Lifc and
Influence to them all. Wherefore, among all other
Means, we ought to have a very fpecial Regard to this,
endeavouring to increafe in iie Knowledge of God, tc
meditate much upon and apply to our Hearts the Truths
of the glorious Gofpel of Chrift.

U s E 2. Of Examination.

‘What has been faid, affords Matter for the Trial of
the State of our Souls toward God. You have heard

wrought by the Infirumentality of the Gofpel, enlight-
ning the Mind, and fo renewing and fanQifying the
whole Soul. Now Sirs, pray examine your felves ; Has
the Truths of God ever had fuch powerful Influence
and Effe& upon you? Or, Don’t many of you reft
contented with a meer dead lifelefs Profeflion of them,
while they never effetually reached your Hearts @ A
certain Evidence that you are yet dead in Trefpafies
and Sins ; in a natural Chriftlefs State. The truly

| nged into the fame Image. Neither is it fuffi-
aient to have fome tranfient Imprefions at fome times
made upon your Hearts by divine Truths, hut the
habitual and prevailing Difpafition of your Souls muft
be anfwerable to the Gofpel, fo that you may be pro- -
perly faid to be transformed into the fame Image. O
Sirs, try and enquire faithfully how it is with-.you in
thiefe Refpe@s. There is much dependsuponiit ; either

If you have not been begotten by the Word aof Truth,
i. . changed by it into the fame Image, you have never
en born of God, without which yqu can neyer be fa-

g1
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3. I fhal! now Conclude with a U sE or Ezhortation.
And,

1. To fuch of you as are yet in an unconverted State
who have never been changed into the Image of God ;
whether any of you have been at the L.ord’s Table to
Day or not. O Sirs, Confider what a deploratle Con-
dition you are in, in which, if you die, you wili furely
be damn’d to all Eternity. Humble your felves low
betore the great (God, and feek to him Night and Day
for his pardoning Mercy in Chrift, and renewing Grace.
Conf.dcr, O confiler, what he ipeaks to you in %is holy
Word, that rthereby you may be roufed out of your
ftupid Security, and direted how to come to Chrift that
you may be faved. And, to this Erd, be perfwaded to
attend upon the Werd preached by the Ambafladors
of Chrift with the utmoit Attention and Carefulnefs.
This is the great Means which God has appointed to
convert and fave Souls. Luke 16. 31. If they bear not
Msles and the Prophets, neither will they be perfwaded,
though one rof> from the dead. 1 Cor. 4. 15. fays the
Apoftle, In Chriff Fefus I bave begotien you through the
Gofpel. James 1. 18 Of bis own JVill begat be us with
the /Tord of Tru:h. It is through the Illumination of
- the Mird by the Truths of God’s Word, as you have
heard, that Souls are farictified and brought to Chrift.
And what a dreadful Damnatien muft fuch expe&t as fo
far flight the great Mean of their Salvation, as, either,
not at all to attend upon it, or, do attend in a carclefs:
and indifferent Manner. Him that bath Ears to bear,

let bim hear.

2. { would offer afew Words to the Godly : And
particularly to fuch of them as have been drawing near
to Chrift at his Table. Have you feen this Day the
Glory of God in the Glafs of his Ordinance, fo as to re-
ceive the powerful RefleCtion of its .mage. upon your
felves ? Sc as to have your Souls melted down into the
hcavenly Mould ? Well, dear Brethren, erideavour to™
reain thefe blefled Views, and the pure Affections
Wrought in your Hearts by them, 71he Lord Jeﬁﬁ

. H | wi
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will always be as beautiful as he is now. The Glory of
God is ever fhining in his Face Such of you as haye
not had fuch eclear and iively Difcoveries of the Glories
of the Redeemer, as you wanted and longed for, blef
God for lefler Meafures, and feek for gieater. Blefs
the Lord, Ifay, for what you have had ; efpecially, if
you have been humbled, made littie and tate in your |
own fight, applying as you cou’d to a full Saviour : Per- |

haps that was molt needtul ter you.

Finally, Let usall go on in theStrength of Chrift, re.
newed tn his preciousOrdinances, until we come to drink
mew Wine with him in the Kingdom of his Father,
where we fhall be with him to behold his Glory, and.
{¢e him as he is.
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Gal. 2. 20. I am crucified with Chrif : Neverthelefs X
bive ; yet mot I, but Chriff liceth in me : And the Life~
which Inow live in the Flofb, I live by the Faith of
the Son of God, wha loved me, and gave bimfelf for we.
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CoLos. ii. 6.

As yebave therefore reccived Chri# Fefus the Lord, fo

walk ye iz him.
| 0

Y 12 HAT the beft of Men may fall into
@@?@Q{ Errors, both in Doétrine an?ir Pradtice ;
Q\g}%ﬁ*—)&g@ is a Truth o inco'nteftibly evident,

?j 1 8,,-- that it cannot be deny’d, by any who
@3@'@@3@,\ are in the leaft acquainted either with
@@l)({@’@ their own Hearts; (in which to their

N5 oy Sorrow, they will find a Root of Bit-

ternefs and Unbelief, inciining them

to depart from the living God, Heb. 2. 15, and 3. 12.)
or Hiftory, cither facred or human ; Loth which abeund
with pregnant Proofs of this fad T Tuth, in the awful
Accounts they give of the Slips-and Falls of Men whofe
Sincerity and Integrity is beyond all doubt, e. g. Noah,
Lot, Abrabam, Dazid, Peter, &, So that we may fay
with David, Py’ 30- 5. Verily, Man at bi; beff Efate is
altogether Vanity. ‘ |
This our Apoftle well knew ; and although he was
fally periwaded, that the Faith of the Brethren at Celofs,
H 3 | was
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was not feign’d and hypocrital, but true and genuine ,
as is clear from Verfe 5, yet faw it neceflary to exhort
them, to cautious Diligence and perfevering Progrefs, in
their chriftian Courfe, in the Words of our Text, 4s ye
hawe therefore reccived Chrift Fefus the Leord, fowalk ye
sn him. In which we have thefe three Things, (1.) The
Means of their Stedfaftnefs pointed to. (2.) The Mas-
z>r in which theyought to be us’d.  (3.) An Argument
to enforce the Exhortation. Ot each of thefe in their
Order And,

1. We have the Means of Stedfaftnefs, or Perleve-
rance, mentioned in that Word wa/k : which Expreflion
is metaphorical, and has an Allufion to a Perfon travel-
ing to tome ceriain Place ; which he will never come
at, unlefs he continues to go forward. So that the
Word is to be underftood as an Exhortation to conftant
Progrefs in Religion. Or as the Apoftle otherwife ex-
preties it, Grcw in Gree2, and inthe Knowl:dge of our
Lerd and Saviour Fefus Chriff ; as that without which
they could not Le able to withftand the beguiling En-
ticcements they fhould meet with, to draw them from
their religions Refoluticns,  Verle 4.

2. We have an Account ot the AMaenner in which this
Mean thoald te uied, viz. iz Chrift ; fowalk ye in him;
i e.

1. In the Wy ot his Commandmcnts.  His Law is the
Raule, according to which the whole Lite muft bte fquared.
Iai. 8 zo0. Jo tle Law and to the Teffimony, if they
fpeak (and a&y) ot accoirding ro ihis Hord, it 15 becaufe
there is mo Light invhom.  "Vhisis that fure 1 ord of Pro-
phefy, to which tLoy muft give becdd (tor Direction, in the
Coarie of their Yiadtice) ws to a Light fhinirg in a dark
£lacey, 2 Pet. 1. 1. Not offering to undertake any
thing, that they cannot {ve s agreeable to,and approved
by tne holy Seriptures.

2 In his Stremgth ; not trufling to themfvlves in any
Cale 5 not to their own /7fiom, to direct them in any
of taeir Affairs, whether civil or religious ; it being
Foalifbn:/i with God, 1 Cor. 3. 19. Not to their Power §
to fupport them in doing the Duties required of themy.
~ - - or
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or as 2 Shield to prote’t them from the Affaults of Ere- :
mies, which they fhall undoubtedly meet with in the
way of Obedience ; it being but / eaknejs it felf. For
without him they can do mothing, John 15, 5. Not to
the Sizcerity and Firmne!s of their Refolutions, to carr
them on in their chriftian Courie ; for he that trufeth
to his ecun Heart is @ Fool, Prov. 28. 26. For none of
theit T'hings now mentioned, altho” exerted in the beft
Manner, can Support the Seul under one Onfet of the
grand Enemy ; therefore the Wife Man advifes, Prov,
3. ¢, 6. Totruf inthe Lord with all thine Hrzrt, and
fean nit wpon thizz owr Underflanding. In all thy FVays
acknswlodze bim, end be fhall direft thy Paths. In a
Worl, To wilk in Chrift, is to feek wholly to him for
Witdom, Righteoufnefs, Sanctification 2nd Redemption,
1 Cor 1. 30. Giving him the Glory cf all that you
have or are; as fays the holy Apoftle, By the Grace of
Gody I em what [am. And doing all things withanAim
tc. honour him. 1 Cor. 1c. 3i. FWhbether therefore ye
eat or drink, or whatfeever ye do, do all to the Praife and
Glory of God. But, |
2. The Arzument by which this Duty is enforc’d, is
taken from their receiving Chrift.  As ye bave therefore
recesved Chrif? Felus the Lord, fo walk ye in bim : He
-does not fay, that they had only received the Dodfrine
of Chrit, but his Perflaalio, John 1. 12, Or that they
had taken him only as a Saviour, but as a Sovereign and
Lord, to rule and goveru them. Seeing the Coloffians
had before confented to the Terms of the Gofpel, 1n ac-
ceoting. of Chrift asa Prsphet to inftruct them, a Pricf
to atone for them, and a Ain7 to govern over them ; .
- they were therefore oblig’d by folemn Covenant-Can-
tract, to continuz thair Subjettion to his commanding
Authority ; as well as entire Dependance upon his Me-
rit and Influence. The Apoftle not only urges-the Ne- .
ceffity of their walking in Chrift, becaufe they had re-
ceiv’d him ; but alfo of doing it, afrer the fame manner,
as if he had faid, With the fame Serioufneft, Humility,
£leem and Refolution, with which yg g¢ fir# received |
- H 4 ~ Chnift,

. W P
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Chrift, ye thould continue to walk in bim; for heis now
s precious as ever.

DOCTRINE

That it is the Duty of ali thefe that have received the
Lord Fefus Chrift, to walk in bim.

The Doctrine needs no Proof, it being the Words of

- the Text. In fpeaking to which, | thall (God willing)

-y 7 = o S s e

apyzars a5 Hatred ? And whither ve are deliberately

oblerve the following Method. Namely,

1. I thall enquire, How cvery onc that has Chriff, dees
receive ki &

2. Shew, /¥hen Perfons may be [aid towalk, fo asto
comply with the Dcfign of the Text.

8. Shew, The Advantages of this IVay cf walking.
4, Apply the whole in fime prafical Ues.

I return to the

it Thing prepesd, which was to enquire, Hew

overy ore that bas Clriff, dees receive kim ?

And, |
In general, They receive him as he is offered in the
Geofpel ; for none fhall have him otherwife. The Terms
Le hath already. fix’d unalterably, for heisa God that
changes mot :  Ycumay read them, Mat. 10. 37, 38. fle
that lageth Father or Nother more than me, is not worthy
of me. The Evangelift Luke propofes the fame Terms,
Chap. 14. 26, 27. And peremptorily fecludes all that
have not comply’d with them, trom being Cifciples of
Chrift. Read the Text, dear Brethren ! And try your
felves by it, whither or no ye have gone fo far ? As
that the Love ye bear fo Father, Mother, Wife, Chil-
gren, yea to your cwn Life, is fo much fhort of that
Igve ye have to Gol, that when compared with it, it

and

)
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and habitually refolv’d to forfake thefe when call'd toit,
25 willingly as a Man atandonsa Thing he hates? Now,
if it i3 not fo with you, I affure you, in God’s Name,
that you neither are, or ever can be ( fo continuing )
Chrift’s Difciples, or have an Intereft in him.

But particulariy,

1. They rzceive him with Underftanding.

1. Of themfelces ; of their own Undonenefs, both by
Nature and A¢t ; as the poor Prodigal, Luke 15. 17. Be-
beld 1 perifh for Hunger ; ot their utter Inability to help
themfelves out of this Condition by all the Prayers,
Tears, or other Dutiss they either have, orcan perform;
but that inftead thereof, they run more in Debt to in-
jur'd Jullice ; for, when we bave dcne all thefe Things,
w2 muff [iy,we are unprcfirable Servants, Luke 10. 17.

2. With Underftand:ng of the Neceffity, Suitable-
nefs, and Excellency of Fefus Chrift, for their Relief,
out o that damnable State, into which by Sin they had
Lrought themfelves. A&. 4. 12. Neither is there Salva-
ticn in any other, for there is monz cther Name given us-
der Heaven, ammg Men, by which we muff be [aved.
Without this Knowledge, both of Chrift and themtelves,
no Man can receive him as a Saviour ; and let them {peak
of him never fo well, they have not an Intereft in him ;
ter we mult hear and learn of the Father, beforewe come
ta Coriff, John 6. 45

2. They reccive him with realSincerity ;and unfeign-
ed Faith, 1 Tim. 1.5. Itisfrom Necefity and not out of
Compliment, that the poor Scul receives him ; their
Cafe being like the Manflayer under the Law, who was
at a Diftance {rdm the City of Refuge,under the hourly
Expe@ation of a mortal Stroke, from the Hand of the
Blood-revenger ; with what eagsr Hafle and unwearied
;Travel, wo.d he poftinty the Sanctuary for Shelter,
€t he thould fall a Prey tothe Deftroyer's Rege? So
it .is with them that receive Chrit ; they fee Juftice pur-
fuing of them for Sat:sfaction, for the VW rong done to
God ; and are really afraid that it will overtake them,
before they are interefted in a Saviour: This, O this!
makes the Soul folemaly ferious, inthe A& of Recep-
tion ! Bit,
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3- They receive him whelly, in all his Offices, as he
132 Prophet,Prieft and King : Nay, they are convinced,
that unlefs he had been fo qualified, he wou’d not have
an{wered asa Saviour for them, becaufe they labour un-
der a threcfold Difficulty, viz. Of Ignorance, Guilt and
Weaknefs ; each ot which arievoufly prefles them, and
from which they orozn for Deliverance. It don’t fatisty
the traly Godly, to have Sin pardoned ; unlessits Power
te broken, they have no Fak. 0 wretehed Manthat I
am, who [oall deliver me from the Body ¢f this Death?
Neither will this {atisiy, unlefs they are taught how to
depart themiclves for the future ; therefore does the
Paalmilt pray, Pl 8t 11, Zeach me thy /lay, O Lord,
and I-will walw in thy Truth  But Hypocrites are not
fo ; if they cou'd get Chrift to fave them from the bot-
tom:e's, hurning l.ake, which they juftly fear, (fcmeof
them ) wil be their everlafting Dwelling-place, they
< uld exfiv (i'pante with his prephetical and kingly Ot-
{ices. Astor their fomrence, it never much troubled
them ; they being wife in their con Conceity as is the
Yool cr Sivpeard, frew. 26. 16, Cr, if their Ignorance
te deecied, then they pleare themflves with the Abufe
of, Mat. 12. 48. Fer unrs cwhemficover imnch is gizen, of
Eim fball much be required. But ay they, I have but
littie, therciore murh won't be required of me. \Were
thofz Perions Liecss) or Hoariens, there micht be more
aaid for them; bat as they are neither, their Confequence
s falfz 5ot they were 27045, they could not form a

S;.'/,"cg;;ﬁn; and if Heathen they wen'd not be able to
quote_the atoreflrid Texr. But Lowever unreafonable

“h A \‘, A T S - 1 f
LLIS VY IV O arguing Is, 1t ferves to Kiep them from

Chnlyasa Propler. But lelt zuy of my Hearer: fhould
continue to teliter themielves un in the'r Janorance, by
an Abu‘e cf the aforefaid Teve, | wouwd offer a \Vord
mere upon it: Unto whomiezor, i, e, according to the
T s Ny T - .
3\40}’-1}!16 of Lndcrﬁamhng tiat ke gives us, and Oppor-
tunities to In‘lprOVC thh POV‘.’CI', in Ohti‘.ining lel“e
¢ - " " - N < - ‘ .
Krowledge; fucl: is the Icreals he requires usto make;
D e g3 ! A1, \a . el PR e s . .
far tho hagwicize ey Giit of faod, yeo it o ogiven
| 12
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‘n the Way of Afcans, and not otherwife ordinarily ;
therefore fuch as do negle¢t to improve Opportunities
offered them, are utterly in~xcufable. Ifai 27. 11 For
th:: is @ People of no Underflanding ; therefore the Lord
that made them, will not bave Mercy on them, and be
that form:d them, will fkew them no Favour. Neither
do Hypocrites defire Chrift asa King from their Hearts,
to rule over them, entirely ; no, right Eyes, and right
Hands are too dear to them to pluck out and cut off for
his Sake. In the mean time, T here i3 none more full
of Lip-Devction than they ; they cry, Hail Mafler, and
Lord, Lerd ! But it’s 2ll but a meer Sham and Court-
Comp'iment ; for, they wiil nit have him to rule over
thenr 5 and fo not teking a waele Saviour, they have no
Saviour at all.

4. They rece’ve 'im as their only Saviour ; rejefing
all things in Point of l'ependance, but him; A5 4. 12.
and this they do deliberately, having fufficiently try’d
the Worth and Weight of all their Priviledges and
Performances ; {which probably they were wont to va-
lue highly) and tfound them of no more Worth to their
aitihcation, than Dung and Drofs.  Then do they de-
fire with holy Pew/, Phil. 3. 9. to be found in bim, not
bacing their cwn Righteoufuc/s which is of the Law : but
1har which s througd the Fuith of Chrift, the Righteouf-
nlwhich is ¢f Ged through Faesth.  Butit is time, I
thould proceed to thew, /i'ien Perfons may be faid, to
walk foy asto comply with the Defizn of the Apofile, in
our Text, W hich is the

cd Head propos’d to Le fpoken to ; now this they
piay be faid to do, .

t. Vi, hen they walk in the /@y of God's Command-
ments, with Diligence and A&ivity ; making Religion |
their chief Bufinefs and Lmploy ; that whatfoever is neg-
leGted rhis is followed. Matth. 6. 53. Seck frf# the King-
dem of God, and his Righteoufnefs, 1. e. firftin the Order
¢/ Time, in the Morning of your Life. Eccl. 12. I.
Remember thy Creator in the Days of thy Youth ; and tirft
in Point of Digniiy; as that which is infinitely more va-
luable than all other things, In refpeét of .Di/igeflhf 2 li;

thou
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fhouid be fought after with the greateft Application,and
Intention of Mind : Thus the Godly are faid tomeditate
in the Law of God, Day «sd Night, Plal. 1. 2. All
things fublunary, ought to be fought after with Indiffe-
rency, when compar’d with that Pains us'd in Religion.
For fo advifes the Apoftle, 1 Cor. 7. 30. to enjoy, asif
they poffe/i'd not, &c. Butalafs! This isordinarily prac-
tifed the backward Way. They pray, as if they prayed
not ; hear, as if they heard not, &c. A Spirit of Indiffe-
rency runs through all the Veins of their religious Pes-
formances ; yea, while they are burning hot in Purfuit
of the World, they are cold as a Stone in the Service of
God. Thefe Hypocritesthe Lord complains of, Vazth.

15. 7, 8. Which Paflage I pray you to read at your
Leifure, and try your felves by it, that you may not go

down to thc Pit with a Lie in your right Hand, think-

ing you ferve God, when you do but play the Hypocrite,

in complimenting him with good Words ; while your

Hearts run after your Covetesufnefs ordinarily, and that
without T'rouble and Grief for it. It this be the Cafe ot

any of you, (as I fearit is of many in this Affembly)

the Lord tells you ¢s particualarly, as if he had mention’d

you by Name, in that forecited Text, that you are but

rotten hearted Hypocrites; and therefore none of tho'e

that walk accerding to tie Exhortation in our Text.

2. When they goon in the Duties of Piety with
Freedom and Chearfulnefs. Pfal. 10. 8. taking great De-
light in the Ways ot God, efteeming them infinitely
more elizible than thie belt of all crecated Comforts, 23

-did holy Davwid, P(l. 19. 10. More to be defired are

they than Gold, yea, than much fine Gold, fweeter alfo than
Honzy,anl the Honey Comb.  As real Holinefs is more va-
luable to the enlightned Mind, than the fineft Gold, fo
i is{weeter to the ren=wed Tafte than Honey from the
Comb. Whi:t an extatic Rapture did the Pfalmift feem
to be in, when he was defired to go to God’s Honie ?
Pal. 122. 1, 7. Twas siad when they [aid unto me, let
us go inio the Houfe of th2 Lord ; and in Ffal. 73. 2§, he
expreflzth his Satistaction in, and Advantage by it ; I¢
iy good for me to draw ncar to God. But, on.the othear.

Hand,
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Hand, Such as are ordinarily drawn to fecret, private,
or publick ‘W orfhip involuntarily, rather counting it a
Burthen than Delight ; fuch the Language of whofe
Soul fsas Amos 8.5. /¥ benwill the new Moon begone, that
we nray [ell Corn, €5 the Sabbath, that we may fet forth
Wheat,&c. All fuch ascount the Service of God a Weari-
nefs,and Excufe, to neglet the Duties of Religion ; may
thereby know themfelves to be Slaves and not Sons,elfe
their Obedience wou’d not be of Conftraint, but free.

3. Perfons may be faid to comply with the Exhorta-
tion, when they a&t in Religion deliberately, i. e. when
their religious Progrefs, is the Effe¢t of due Confideration
and Choice. Pfal. 119. 30. I have chofen the Way of
Truth ; thy Fudgments bave I1aid befere me. i. e. T have
thoroughly weighed the Advantages, that weuld enfue
a right following of thy Ways, with the Difadvantages;.
and found that cleaving to God was beneficial and rea-
fonable, therefore I was not foon beat off from my Duty.
Verfe s1. I bave fuck untothy Teffimonies. The Want
of this, is one Caufe why fo many apoftatize from their
~ Profeflion, they inconfiderately took it up, not counting,

what it would, or might Coft them ; and as foon lay it
down rather than fuffer for it ; as fays our Lord, Mark
4 17.  Afterwards when Perfecution or Affiitlion
arifeth for”the Words fake, immediately they are of-
fended. ” And that thereare Multitudes of thefe incon-’
fiderate Souls under the Gofpel, who take up their Re-
ligion only by Cuftom, Education, cr {cme good Mood,
s clearly evident, not only by the many fad inftances
of PerfonsA poftacy from the precious Doftrinesand pioue
Practices which they formerly adherd to ; but alfo by
the Inability of many (who have not yet made fich wo-
ful Shipwreck) to render @ Reafon of the Hope that is in
them, altheugh it be a Duty commanded, 1 Pet. 3. Ig.

4. Such’as walk in Chrift, are conflant in their religi-
ous Perfqrgsances ; the general Tenor of their Life be-
. ing {pent this Way. Some there are whoferve God by

Fits and Starts ; at a Secrament Seafon you fhall hardly
fee any Budy more zealous and fervent in Duty, or on
the Sabbatl ; but {o foon as the Task is dome, (fﬁ;:fo

_— ——
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they efteem Attendance upon God in his Ordinances)
they are eafy, and fo lay down their Watch, and return,
to their old Trade of Sinning again. Fear of Punifh-
ment drives them to Worfhip, but does not Change
their Hearts; therefore they return to their old Dalilzt's
until the next publick Occafion ; and fo they go onin
a continued Viciffitnde of Duty and Sin, not ¢ fidering
that if thev regard Iniquity in their Hearts ; the  ~dwil]
20t hoar their Prayers; altho’ God himfelf has te.. “em
fo, Pfal. 66. 18. Is there any fuch Ambo-Dexters in
this Congregation, who at in the afcrefaid Manner ? If
there be, I affure them, be they who they will, that they
rather walk in Satan, than in Chrift. Hence the A-
poftle, 1 Cor. 15. 8. direés his Brethren, to e fead-
faf, unmoveable, always cbounding in the IVork of the
Lord ; and indeed, If the Cafe be otherwife, the loff
Statcis worfe than the beginning, 2 Pet. 2. 20. But, If we
are faithful to the Death, we (hall receive @ Crown of
Life, Rev. 2. ro. But not to infift,

5. They that walk in Chrift, are Progreffive in their
Religion ; they go forward in their Journey Zios-ward;
or as the Apoftle exprefles it, 2 Pet. 3. 18, they grow
an Grace,and in the Knowledge of their Lord and Savicur
Fefus Chriff ; they get more Power both to do Duties,
and fubdue Sins ; more Wifdom to ferve God in every
Relation. Ina Word, Theydo not reft in any Attain-
ment, how great foever it may feem to be ; for, by dole-
ful Experience, they have learn’d how deceitful their
Heart is, and therefore fear leaff @ Promife being left, of
eutring into reff, they fhould feem to come fhort of it, Heb.
4. 1. Neitheris their Fear unactive (asin the Wicked)
but proves effetual, to make them prefs toward the
Mark of their high Calling, diligent to add to their Faith,
Firtue ; and to Virtue, Knowledge, --- 2 Pet. 1. g, G, 7,
8. Thisis, walking in Chriff ; but if by your Religion
you don’t grow wifer and better, but are Kke the Door
on the Hinges, (which though it opens and fhuts, never

moves out of the Spot) going to Duty and rcs rning

from it, without getting more Conformity to God, you

have
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have great reafon to bzlieve you never knew Chrift,and fo
never did walk, as you are required in our Text,
But [ proceed to the )
3d general Head, which is to fnew, /F bat gre the
Advantages of this way ¢f walking.
And,
r. Itis a plain Way ; itis {0 clearly chalk’d out,
that he who runs may read it. Our good God hath fo
fuited his Directions to the meaneft Capacities, thatall
fuch who once get into the Way of Wifdom, tho’ they
are w-’ak, yea fools, yet they fhall not err, i. e. for
want of Inftrulion. la. 35.8. And a high /1 ay fhali be
there, --- And it fball be called the Ji'ay of Holinefs, the
Uncloan fball not pafs over it ; but it fhall be for thofe,
the wayfaring Men, though Fools, fhall not err therein.
The Way of Sin is crooked, Pfal. 125. ¢. but this i3
firait and eafy. Matth. 11. 30. For my Yoke is eafy, and
my Burden is light. So that tho’ the wifeft are fometimes
puzzled, i: is not o much owing te the Way, or Want
of Direttiont in it, as to their not attending to, or regar=
ding of the Lirections propos’d in the divine W ord.
2. Itisa comfortable W ay of Walking. Prov. 3. 17.
Her ways are ways of P.’ea]Zntnefs, and all her Paths are
Peace. Now, there are thefe things, that make it truly
{c, - '
1. They have the blefitd Spirit, who is the Comfer-
ter, for their conftant Companion. John 14. 16. And F
will pray the Father, and be fbail give you another Com=
forter, that be may abide with you for cver. And can
there be any thing more comfortable, than to be blefs'd
with fuch an Aflociate ? Who enlightens their dark
Underftandings, diffipates their diftreffing Fears, and
%llides them in all the Difficulties they meet with in their
Way. No furely ! |
2. The boly Scriptures conduce to make walking in
Chrift comfortable. 1 John 1. 4. Thefe things are writ-
ten, that your Joy may be full. And as this is the End
for which they were given, fo God makes them to an-
{wer it compleatly. O the unfpeakable Satisfa@ion that
the gracious Soul finds in them | For they are @ Light
| AR S Sl ‘8
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t0 bis Fect, and @ Lamp to bis Paths. They deter hin
from Sin, and excite him to Duty. Yea, the good God
oftentimes by the Promifes, as Conduits, conveys Soul-
refrething Cordials, to his poor fainting People ; by
which their withered and almoft dead Souls are refrefh’d
as with new Wine, and quickned in their Duty ; asfaith
holy Davwid, Plal 119. This is my Comfort in mine Aflic-
tion, that thy /verd bath quickned me. This, O this !
makes them {weeter to the Godly, than Horiey and the
Honey Comb, and mcre to be defired than Gold, yea
much fine Gold ; for they are the Joy of the Heart.
Jer. 15. 16. Thy Hords were found, and Idid eat them,
and they were the oy and Rejoicing of my Heart. -

3. The holy Ordinances make it exceeding comfor-
table, to walk in Chrift,this being the End for which they
were inftituted ; whether (1.) Prayer ; W hat Tongue
can exprefs that Satisfaction, which arifes from the right
Performance of this Duty ? For by it the true Chriftian

F" is both honour'd and easd. The former, in that he who

is but a Worm, yea, lefs than a Worm, is permitted to
fpeak to the great and infinitely glorious God, and that
at all Times, and in all Places without Exception. The
datter, in that he {peaks to one, who he knows is both
willing and able to help him ; for bis Ears are ever open
29 bis People’s Crys, Pfal. 34. 15. Isit not a Comfort to
be permitted to fpeak to the beloved of your Souls? To
ask a Supply of your Wants, and Comp'ain of all your
Sorrows ? This is the Priviledge cf all real Chriftians,
they may come to their Father’s Throne, with a filial
Freedom ; a holy, humble Boldnefs, Heb. 4. 6. By
this they are often fo freed from their Diftrefles, that
they are with holy “annab, no more forrowful, 1 S.m.
1. 18 Or (2.) Praife: This being the Work of An-
gels, cannot but be very comfortable to them ; for in it
they make @ joyful Noilc, to the God of their Salvation,
Pfal. or. 1. But thisis better felt than exprefs'd. How-
ever, Brethren, the Time would fail me to fpeak of the
Comforts, which arife from a right Attendance upon
all divine Ordinances ; how he pours out his Spirit- in

Baftgfm, makes himfelf known in breaking of Breadbgt
- i
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bis holy Supper ; warms the Heart by Chrifian Confer-
ence, and inflames the Affections by pious Mcdiotins
for, while they mufe, ihe Fire burns, Pfal. 39.3. As alfo,
how ufeful the Szbbath isto fuch as fear God, it unbends
their Minds from worldly Purfuits, draws their Hearts
out to God, as well as fits them for the Dutier o1 :he
Week following ; not to mention the inward Sati:fa¢ti-
on they have in it, for indeed it’s their Delight, Ifai. 8.
13. T he Sabbath is doubtlefs rendered the more de'ight-
ful, by the Minifters of the Gofpel, whote Work it is
therein to preach Deliverance to the Captives, and reco-
vering of Light to the blind, and to fet at Liberty them
that are bruis'd, Lukeiv. 18. Asalfoto [ay ro thefe that
are of a fearful Heart, be ffrong, Ifai. 35 3, 4. Thefe
Things confider’d, clearly prove that walking in Chrift
is comfortable beyond compare. But,

3. Itisa profitable Way of Walking.  For, .

(1.) They are freed from the Scul-damning Obliga-
tion to Fuffice, with which they were bound, ( for the
Law hath concluded 2!l under Sin ) o that there is an
open Defiance bid to charge them with a Crime, Rom.
8.33. Who fball lay any thing to the Charge of God's elel¥,
it is God that juftires. And feeing the Jvdge juftifies,
who can condemn thern ?  Noue furely ! So that though
the wicked ( asalafs they doto theirown Hurt ! )labour
to blacken their Characters by notorious Untruths, which
they malicioufly report of them, and anathematize them
as the moft execrahle of Mankind ; deferving to be
drove from Men, todwell with Nebuchadnez zer among
the Beafts; yea, fentence them as thofe that fhall dwell -
with Devils and damned Ghofts. Yet God thall pro-
fl}o].mc_e them juft to the Confufion of their Adver-
aries, . | |

(2.) They have the Profit of Fricrd[bip to Ged. Joh.
15. 14. 22 are my Friends if ye do whatfvever I command
yor. And this Tye of Friendfhip, which is between God
and Believers, is of the ftrongeft Nature,as that between
the Father and his Children ; 2 Cor. 6. 18. 7 will be &
Fatber to yoryaad ye gmli be my Sons and Daughters, [aith
the Lord Almighty. Between the Husband and his VVli}‘e,
o 1 - lfa,
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Ifai. 54. 5. Thy Maker is thy Husband, the Lord of Hofts
75 bis Name. Between Brethren, ]o’hn 20 17. Go tomy

Brethre . and fay unto them, I af end unto my Fatber and

g’aur th]./f’r, 10 m}v GOLl (IIZ(¢ )’M’“ C'!. NO‘V, IS not thiS

an Advantage to be {o related ? [or thercby they are
e¢nabled to addre’s him ud Lon.mc 3, for a fupply of all
their Wants © And nothing s more reafonable, than
that Children fhould go to their ] Father, who is able and
willing to help them, and mﬁ all their Care upon
bim, who careth for them, 1 Pet. 5. 7.  Again, furely it
is very beneficial to be wedded toone, who is fponfable
{or their Debt, for thereby they are freed from the De-
mands of the Law, it not being “he Wife’s Dufinefs ta

ay the Debts :  After this Manner the Chi*ftian is free
in Chrilt ; and, if the Sen thorefore fhall make you freeyou

fbail be free ma’e(’d John 8. 30. Now, who wowd ot

walk in Chrilt?

(3 Theyhave Peee, John 14. 2. Peace Flaze
uuith you, my Peace Igive unto yeu, not [ic. a Peace as
2he Worl.: gives, gi~ Lanis you. ((1.) Pcwe with God,
Col. 1. 2r. (2. ) Peace with 30 v Neiehbour ; for al-
tho’ they are hated Ly others, yet the, uo what in them
Fies to live peaceably wichail M lw ( 3.) Peace in their
woen/ciences ; whichis fo comforiable, that it caufes thofe
sthat haxeu, to rejoice, 2 Cor. 1. 12. For our rejoycmg 15
2his, cven the ToRimeny of our Ccn/?/ence, that in § zmph—
city and godiy & Sinceritv, not with flefbly Wifdom, but by
#he Grace of Gud, we bave bad our Conver(ation in the,
JVorld.  As nothing is more to, menting and diftracting
zhan a puilty Conicience, {o on the other Hand, nothing,
ismore fweet and comfortable, than Peace of Mind ;
for, if our Hearts condemn us not, then have we Conﬁaencc
Foward; God, 1 j’mm 3.2

(4.) Suchas w.lk in Chrift are favour’d with the ear-
zeft of their Libeiitance; or as the Apoftle words it, the
Glory to be revealed iathen. ]ohn 5. 15 Thefe tbmvs
pace lwritton unto you that belicvo, --- that ye may ke
2hat ye ha:eeternal life. And thh is nothi'ng elfe but
Canaan’s Clufters, or the firft Fruits of that glorious Har-
¥eft, which taey are to reap eternaliy, with zbe l*u/m”;

¢
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of Foy in God’s Prefence ; at whefe right Hand are Ilea-
ures fur evermore, Pfal. 16. 11, To fuch as order their
Converfation aright, will be [urely frewn the Salzation
of God, Ptal. go. But not to infift, they are favcur'd
with all things that are ne.eflaty for their Corrtort, in
Body, and Soul, in Life, and at Death, for Time, and
Eternity. For faith our bletled Lord, John 6 55. /am
the Breed of Life: He that cometh to me, fhall ncver Hun-
ger s and be that beliz=-th on inc, fLall never Thirft.
Now, feeing that wal«ing in Chriit, is fo plain, Comfor-
table, and beneficial a Way of Walking ; then furely,
well might the Apoftle exhort to it, asin our Texr ;
As ye bave received Chriff Fefus the Lord, [o walk ye in
bim.  FThus much tor the doZrinal Part ot the Difcourfe,
! therefore proceed to the IMPROVEMENT ;
And,

1. For Information. 1s welking in Chrift {o comfor-
table 2 'Then this Doctrine ferves to refute the falfe
No‘ions of thofe, who ind.iftrioufly T.abour to reprefent
Religion, as a d // and melancholy Bufinef ; only fit for
thole who are becom.- unable to Taite the Pleatures of
Senfe ! And although {ich as do fo reprefent it, may
pretend to be the /#7rs ot the Age, yet they are really
but Fools,and rath.r difcover their Isnorance of, and Ln-
mity againft God and Holinefs, than their Knowledge.
in fuch Difcourfes ; tor Wifdom’s Ways are H ays of
Pleafantnefs. -- rlow fuch Perfons, as are falfe Wit-
nefles againft the Way of Truth, fhall efcape the righ-
teous Judgments of God, without a very fpeedy and
thorough Repentance, I know not ! For by this they
rele® immediate Difhonour upon Chrift who is the
‘lay,the Truth, and the Lifv: and like the old Fharifecs,
Deither enter in themfelves, nor fuffer other poc: Souls,
that would, to enter. -

2. Itinforins us, That real Comfort is only to be had,
n ?':eing truly and unfeignedly holy or religious ; for,
as fays the Plalmilt, In t e keepiag of *hy Commandinents,
there is great Reward, Pil. ig. 1:. But on the con-
traky, the Apoftle rav/ obferves, Rom. 2. 8, ¢. [ nto
thely that are Contentious, ard do n:t obcy the Truth, bus
L i I 3 Obt"?

\
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obey Unrighteoufnefs ; Indignation, and Wrath; Tribulae
tion and Anguifb upon every Soul of Man that doth evil,
of the Jew firff, and alfo to the Gentile.

The 2d Use is of Examination ; whether or no ye
have received Chrift according to the doctrinal Defcri
tion of it, viz. with Underffanding, Sincerity, IVhoily, Only,

. expeCling Salvation by none other but him ? Try your

telves deliberately by thefe Things ; and if you find
you have not, (as I believe it is the fad Cafe of many in
this Houfe) I muft tell you that you have refufed him;
for he has been fairly offered to you, and fo you are mi-
ferable, not only in Want of Chriit Jefus, the moft
excellent of all Mercies, that others enjoy, but for your
refufing you are expos'd to eternal Damnation. John
12. 48. He that refuf:th me, and receiveth not my Fords,
#ath cne that judgeth bim: The Fverd that I have (poken;
the fame fhall judge bim in the laff Day, (or Day of Judg-
ment.) For, be that believeth not, or receiveth not
Chrift, (which are equivalent Terms) is condemned al-
ready, John 3. 18 Yea, the Iirath of God is already
upon you, /erfe 36. That Wrath which will as furely
be the Death and Damnation of your Souls, os his Fa-
vour is their Life and Salvation ; this you have incurr'd
by the Breach of his Laws, and inflam’d by rejeing the
only Remedy provided for perithing Souls ; this W rath:
is treafured up for you againft the Day of Wrath, and
Revelation of the righteous judgment of God. Buton
the contrary, If there be any here (asI hope there are)
who have received the blefled Lord Jefus, ye are told
your Duty in this precious Text, As ye have received
Chri Fefus the Lord, fowalk ye in bim.

T'be which, that ycu may the better do, I fhall hum-

bly propofe to your Confideration, a few Direfions,.

which may the good God grant you Hearts to obferve,
and practice. And,

1. Labour after the Exercife and Increafe of Love to
the Lord Jefis Chrift. [ ove isfo neceffary that none
can walk with Chrift without it. Amos 3. 3. Can 1o
walk together, umicfs they are agreed ¢ This the A &‘10

{819
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file well knew, and therefore he exhorts the Epkefians,
to walk in Love, asChriff had loved them, and given bim-
[elf for them : 1f this Grace be in youand abound, it will
make you abundant in Doing, and patient in Suffering
for Chrift’s fake. Thus it was with Faceé for his beloveQ
Rachel, Gen. 29. 2¢. And much more {o would it be
with you, if that holy Fire was kindled and encreafed
in your Breafts. No Labour, how hard foeverit is, you
will ftop at for him ; ne Suffering will be accounted
paintul, ner Life it {elf dear to you, if you can but win
him. When Chrift is the Soul’s Treafure, the Heart is
with him, and this neceffarily produces a heavenly Cen-
verfation ; the which as it is the Glory of every Chrif-
tian, fo it yields him inexpreflible Comfort in his own
Mind. For, The /Vork of Righteoufrefs ball be Peace,
and the Effett of Righteor/nefs, _Qyietnq! and Affurance
Jor ever, lfai. 32. 17. Buton the other hand, If Love
be not exerci ed, then God's Worthip will be wearifome
to you, fo that your Hearts will devie Excufesto neg-
le&, or flightly performit ; and then will Sin appear
fmall, fo that you won’t watch againft it as formerly s
And thus, if Mercy prevent not, ye will fall to the Scan-
dal of your holy Profeffion, and the wounding of your
own Souls. And in order to excite your Love, it will
be neceffary to think frequently and ferioufly upon the
perfonal and mediatorial Excellencies of Chrift, as well
as his communicate Goodnefs to you : Confider what he
510 himfelf ; what he has done, and fuffered for you;
and what he has conferr’d upor. you.

2. Keep a firit #atch over your Hearts. For,

(1.) it is notorioufly deceitful, therefore not to be
trufted by any wife Man ; it being the Epithet of a Fuol
todo fo, Prov. 28. 26. Yea, rlow often does it prove
22 deceitful Bow, Pfal. 78. g7. Which tho' it feems
31t it wou'd fend the Arrow to the Mark, yet dropsit
atthe Foot of the Archer ; after this manner does the

Heart deceive by feeming Sincerity, when in the mean
( Time it’s defperately wicked, Fer. 17.9. For the Pre-
vention of which, be very watchful leaft you be cheated
- at laft, and fo ruingd thereby,

CoT I3 (2.) It

— e —
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z.) It ought to be watched, becaufe it is the E Fountaiy
of Action, out of it are thelﬂ”ues of Death,and the Ifiues
of Lite ; and according as it 1¢, whether ho}y or 1mpure,
fuch are the whole Streams of the Converfaiion, as raith
our bleffed Lord, Luke 6. 15. according to the abus
Aant Treafare of the Heart the Mourh fpeaketh ; there.
,nre, look toit, leaft there be in any of you an evil
Heart of Lnb“he‘, in departing from the living God,

3- Shun @// Sin, yea the very Appearance of Evil, 1
Tocf. 5. 22. 1t you do not this, )our walking in Chrift
i3 orl,r 1mamnar) , and not real; tor he has no Commu-
I Wit Bc’/ a/, nor retlov ﬂ'llp with the Works of
Darigneis, sall Sin in general is faithfully and care-
fally to be ﬂ*un d \.1thout Exception ; fo thefe parti-

walat lyj

(1.) Undue Thoughts of God and Religion ; either

sat he s {evere In a‘thunor of you,or reorardlefx of your
Jrﬁlled Condition, neither {fuffer your 1exves to think,
tat she kind God i3 an ayftere Mafter, reaping, \»hcre
he asnot fowed ; or that he will {uffer the impenitent
Sinner to ph%ung unithed, how fecretly foever he may
hide his Wickednels: Por by tuefe and the like Ways
of conciiving o God, he is grievoully wrong'd. Be-
ware alio of (1! 1Ling oF 1pu1 ing of Religien as a melan-
C! my Bufinad, (.dmmtmw ol no Comtort or Pleafure;
or thas i th2 uewucc “of it, you fhall meet with no
Trouble: It you reprefentitin any oi thefe Colours, }0\1
v rong 1t for as there isa real Ylealure i 1n ity - Prov.
17. 10 a! 'fo upon tie heavenl, Roxd, you thall pafs through
Trilulatisns, and tho e no: o iew, Afs 14. 22.

(2.) Carefuliy grard againit Unbelief ; and that both
of the Promifes a.ui Thr.a.w'nzs of God ; it being ety
;l“tumwtal to woliking with Cnrut tor as the gnc yeter
tron) Sin, {0 the atici excitesto Duty If we could be#
lievs thet walking in Cir'ft is fo comfortable, as it'is
repre. ented te be by the Premifes of the Gofpel ; and
That d spartng fmm God wasa Thing fo evil and bnrer,

tisieoiortato bey, by the T hlentm“ga of the Law;
ey we v oouw'd be mere careful how we walked ; but ﬁ
ccizhir Deing belioy vd, ar dxfregardeu, X iabulqm, iml
¥ vl
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thus Unbelief as it is has done, {fo it continues to ruin
poor Sinner ; and as i'uch,. oug§1t to Le thuned, asa moft
defiractive and Soul-damuing lvil.

.} Labour to keep your teart from scvive the
World, or the Thingsof tac World; ior, If yelove the
Wirld, the Luve f the Fathor isnot in you, 1 Jorn 2. 13,
This Sin has ruin'd many fair Profefiors : It cau‘ed De-
mas ‘o forfake his Proteflion, 2 {im. 4. 10. Demas Fath
forfzken me, baving lov'd this prefcnt Forld. And this
made Fud.s to fell his Mafter and Lord ; yea, and if it
gets Poiieflion ot your Hearts, it will caute you to da
both ; therefore thun it

(4 ) Shun ail manner of Uncleanncfs,in Heart, Speeche
and Aclion ; asthat whizc - is inconfiitent vith and de-
ftructive to Walking in Chrift. 1 Cor. 6. 9. Be nct d.-
ceivel moither Ferzicators, ror Adultercrs, (ball inherit
the Kingdem of God. "Theretore, 1 befeech you, dearl
beloved Brethren, that you abffair from flefbly Lufs,
which war aga.nff the Soul, 1 Pet. 2. 11. Say tothe firft
Motions of iv, as did a holy, tho’ terpted Fofcph, Hous
cenldo this greatr Mickpdnefs and fin againff God 2 Yeay

let it not be ence namy’d among you, as becometh Saints.

(5.) Shun Coweardice in the Caufe of God; torit isa
Dithonour to him, not to be own'd in the moft trying
Times: "This we are guilty of, when we cea’e to do thofe
Duaties he has required of us, for tear of Abufe by thofes
we live amoiig; asif he wanted either Power or Good-

- nefs, to protect us in hix Service ; either of which tar
fay, is blafphemous, in the higheft Legree: And asitt
13 dithonouring to Go!, fi it is deftructive to them, im
whom it prevails. Rev. 2:. 8. But the fearful and un=
belicving fhall have their Fortion in the Lake that burns
with Fire and Brimflune. |

~_{6.)Shun Confiderc: in your own Power or Goodnefs 2
Thisis fatal to the Soul ; for by it they are kept off fron¥
Dependance upon God, who is theiralone Stay and Sup-
port.  “T'o deter you from this, remember Peter ; who,
altho’ he thought he cou’d die for Chrift, was beat off
rom following him, by the Breath of a Servant Girl.

4 Study

I 4
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4. Study to kzow the Scriptures  Search thefe holy
Oracles, and treafure them up plentifully in your Me-
mories, that you may Ly them, as a Sword, be able to
repell your Adverfaries.

;. Be olten at the Throne of Grace. Pray without
¢ afing ; for the Lord will be enquir'd of, for all thofe
Things you need ; and take Care that ye pray with Hu-
mi'ity, Faith and Fervor, elfe ye need not think to {peed.

But ro conclude, dear Brethren ! I need not tell you,
tha: the Eyes of Men and Angels are upon us, for we
are, faith the Apoltle, @ gazing-fock to Angels and to
Men ; {fome are watching that they may find fomething
whereby they may rep-oach us and the Way of Truth
profefled by us; and others that they may learn by our
Example, to walk in Chrift : In both which Refpets a
Fall will be very hurtful; not to mention the Hur: we
thall do thereby to our own Souls, and Difhonour to
God, whkoma we are bound, by the moft folemn Cove-
nant-Obligations, toglority.  Therefore, Let us watch
and be ioter, walking as Children of the Day ; for our
Enemy gozth about like a roaring Iion, feeking whom
he maydevour; trom whom that you may be delivered,

et the God of Peace, that brought from the dead our
Lord Jefus Chriit, that grea. Shepherd of the Sheep,
through the Blool of the everlafting Covenant, make
you perfect in every good Work, to do his Will ; wor-
king in you, that whichis well pleafing in his Sight ;
to whom be Glory for ever and ever. AMEN.
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2 Cor. 13. 5. Examine your felves, whether ye be in the
Faith ; prove your own [clves : Kniw ye not your ows
felves, baw that Fefus Chriff is in you, except ye be
Reprobates,
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(‘9\ v a lowentable Confideration ! that

AP |
/f) ZA \/f_,, \kn fhould be io curious in the Sewrch of

*“ I 6-»'/ other Sciences, vhile in the mean time |

SR IR th-y neglect the Search and Study of their
S & o) . . o . v {
%’ f}z 0‘ own Hearts ; which is notwithftanding of |

more Importance to us, than all the reft.
But the p:'irc"mi Cau’e of this unaccountable Conduét,
18 the ncceffary Uneafinels which fuch an Inipect M oc-
cafiens. Mlany wou'd rather run the dreadful iHazard
of eternal Ru:n, than fuffer a little temporary Pain and
Sorrow. They think themfelves fate (or act as if they
were 1o) il they can bat banifh from toeir Minds the
Thouaghts of that Deftruction they deferve, and are pe-
{ting to.  But what can be the Tendency of this tupid
Imo’mc hut toiccure and highten their everl “ing
Damuation > \V hether ve believe lt., and thia of ¢ or
no; th: Fhreats of the 't God will b: ¢xecuted unon
vou, ad Death and Te Al Baftens to embrace Vou V.ith

htlrl:u\ Arms, excepr y2 repanat ! [Vs droaitul to

=0 ‘L,gl II‘)\V many 1)10"’33, 3 A\\ Q..tenee ll'j N the
dark
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dark as to the Knowledge of their State towards God ;
for many Years. Thisl take to be a fufficien: Sign of
a damnable Condition, without any further Enquiry.
Until we know our Difeaie and Danger, is it probable
that we fhould, with any fuitable Earneftnef;, feek a
Remedy. This Confideration, methinks, fhould ftir us
up to examine our telv_s, and </pecially when we wou'd
approach the holy Table of the Lord ; left coming un-
worthily, we eat and drink our own Damnation. To

revent which, I have compos’d and publith’d the fol-
ﬁ)wing brief Difcourfe, which I offer to the Reader’s
Confideration, and divine Benediétion.

G. Tennent,

f BN SO R CRNOROM)

The
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THE

| DUTY

OF

Self-Examination.

COSOVVLOHTICIVOVLATSSOSIES

r CoOr. xi. 28.

But Iet a Man examine bimfelf, and fo let bim eat of that .
Bread, and drink of that Cup. |

S H E Apoftle from the 17thtothe 22&

1 Y]

&
Verfe, detects the Cormtbmn Irregula-
ﬁ Q‘B@E" ritics and Abufes refpecting the holy ™
ﬁg T8 Sacrament. Two Things he charges -
them with » ;)ecmlly namely Divj=

BB
Sions and Diforders.
ﬁg@@% 1. Diviffons, or Schifms, Verfé ®R

for fo the Word Schifmata fignifies 5
Inftead of a harmonious Concurrence, in the Ce]cbmtloﬂ
of that facred Ordinance, they fell into angry Debates,

lnd COMC“S with one anothg(. “ Here you may“‘l\Eote,
aYS
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« (fays Mr. Henry) That there may be Schiim, where
¢ there is no Separation of Communion, Per{ons may’
« come together in the fame Church, ard fit down to-
« gether at the fame Table of the Lord ; and yet te
« Schi/maticis. Uncharitatlenels and Alienation of Af-
« feétion, eipecially it it grows up to Dilcerd and Con-
€ tention, conftitutes Schifm. Chriftians may {eparate
¢ from each others Communion, and yet be charitable
¢ to one another, and may continue in the {ame Com-
® municn, and yet be unchar.table, the laft is Schifm
« rather than the firft.”

2. He charges them with Diforders, \'¢rfe 2r1. and
that very {candalous, much like the Heathen Frolicks
at their Feftivals upon their Sacrifices : ‘W hich were of-
ten attended with Gluttony and Drunkennefs. 'The
tich Corintbians feem to have been guilty of the fame
Profanity, at the Lord’s Table ; or elfe at the Agapai
Love-Feaft, annex’d thereto. They deipiv’d the Poor,
did not ftay for them, but eat vp the Frovifons they
brought, before they came: And 1o were guiliy of glut-
tenous and drunken Excefles, whilft others were in
Want.

The Apoftle inform’d them, in the 2oth Verfe of this
Chapter, that this irregnlar Condult, deftroy’d the De-
fign of the Inftitution. Their not partaking of the fa-
cred Supper folemnly and religiouily, was not doing of
it all, viz. to any good Purpofe, or to the divine Accep-
tance.

Now in order to reflify the aforefaid Irregularities,
the Apoftle refcrs them to the original Inftitution of this -
holy Crdinance, which is related trom the 22d to the
27th Verie of this Chapter. And,

1. He informs them how he obtain’d this Knowledge,
Verfe 23 For I'hewe recoived of the Lord, that which I
alfo delicered unto yon.  He {poke by infallible Inipira-
tion, it what he reccived from Chrift,w out Addition
or Diminution.

. 2. He givesa particular Account of the Inftitution it
elf,

[a)

Namelys
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Namely,

1. He afferts that the Author of it, is the Lord Fefus
Chriff, the King of the Church. He only indeed has
legiflative Authority, toappo:nt Ordinances of W orthip’;
and to give them their neceffary Sanction and defigned
Eficacy. Hence it muft needs be a bold and daring U-
furpatior, manifeftly derogatory to the Sufficiency of
the holy Scriptures, and Fidelity of the blefled Redee-
mer, for the Church,. who is a Subject, to intrude into
the Legiflator’s Chair, and coin new Precepts, whilft fhe
is not able to ohey, (perfetly) the old. And he in-
forms us,

2. That the 9imz when this Ordinance was inftituted,
was juft when our dear Lord was entring upon thefes
Sufferings, which it was defigned to reprefent : Ir the
fame Night in which be was betray'd be took Bresd. This
was an eminent Evidence of the Rickes and Tender-
nefs of his Love to his Pcople, that he fhould fo far for-
get him{clf, as to remember them for good, to provide
tor their Comfort, while his own Sorrows, and Sufferings
were fo great . -

3. The facramental Elements mentioned, are Bread
and the Cup. A plain Cenfutation of the Papif#s Nos
tion about Tranfubffantiation ; the Avpoftle Paul cab's

that Bread, five Times over, which Ch=ift calls his Body 5

becauie it was only a Symbol of it, not the real Body :
Otherwife Chrift would have eat his own Body, while
he was alive.  And the Word Cup here muft of necef:
fity be Metonymical anl Figurative, intending the Wige
init. Which gives additional Force to the foregoingr
Explication.

4. The7ungs fignified by thefe outward Signs; name-
ly, his Body broken, and his Blood thed : T%is 15 my
Body. The Paflover was call'd, The Lord’s Paffover’;
whereas it was but a Sigaof it. Qf the Cu
fays, This is the new Teffament inamy Blood, which was
Jhed for the Remiffion of the Sins of many. Undoubted'y

the valuable Benefits of the New-Teftament, or News

Covenant, are .convey’d and configm¥i- by the Saviour’s
'3}0%1 and Spirit, in this Ordinance; to worthy Receivers,

o And;f

p our Lord

. e ——" - —— %"
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And,

8. The facramental Altions.

(1.) Of our Sawviour, namely, (i1.) His taking the
Bread and Cup, and giving Thanks. (2.) His breaking
the Bread. (5.) His giving both to his Difciples. By
which is fignified, (1.) Our Saviour’s free Donation of
himfelf, for his People, to Pain and Mifery. His Body
muft be broken, and his Blood thed, to purchafe Life for
them. And (2.) His giving Himfelf and all the pre-
cious Purchafe of his Blood to them, in this Ordinance.

(2.) The A&ions of his Difciples, viz. their taking

the Bread and Cup, and eating and drinking : By which

is fignify’d, the worthy Communicants receiving Chrift
as their Lord and Life, and feeding upon him by Faith,

6. The Defign of the Inflitution. Do it in Remem-
&rance of me. It was appointed by Chrift, to keep freth
1 his People’s Minds,the dying Love 8 Agonies of their
dear Lord ; which he knew would be of great Ufe to them
in tkeir chriftian Courfe ; both to enflame their Hearts
with Love to hiin, and wean them from a vain World,
and its hurtful Lufts.

The Apoftle having open’d the Nature of this vene-
rable Ordinance, proceeds in the 27th Verfe to repre-
fent the Sin and Danger of an unworthy Participation
of it Which he does in two awful Particulars.

For,

i. He tells us that unworthy Partakers are guilty of
the Body ard Blood of the Lord. By profaning a facred
Inftitution, wherzin they are reprefented, they as it
were crucify Chrift afrefh, put a new Spear into his blef-
fed Side, and Thorns into his holy Head.

2. They expofe themfelves to the Judgment of God.
They eat and “rink Fudgment. Butin the mean Time,
Let it be remembred, that unworthy partaking admits of
Repentance as well as other Sins; this Paflage was never
intended by t™e blefled God, to frightcn humble and fin-
cere Perfons from their Duty ; but only to deter the
Wicked and Secure.

Now the Apoitle gives us an excellent Direfion, in

our Text ; to prevent both the Sin and Danger before
mention'd:

{

{

i e
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mentionied, But let @ Man cxamine bimfclf, and [o let
bim eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup. In which
Words, we have the following Particulars,

1. A Duty propos'd, Fxamination ; docimazets de
anthropos feauton, the \Word docimazsto fignifies to
try or proze. ¢ 1t's a Metaphor, fays Burke?, taken from
« Gollfmiths, who try the Truth of their Gold by the
« Touchftone, the Purity of their Gold by the Firey
« and the Weight of it by the Scale” We muft try
our Experiences by the infallible Touchftone of the
written Word of God ; and fee if they can ftand before
'the Force of it’s Fire, (which confumes the chaffy Pre-
tences of Hypocrites) or have due Weight in its Scales.
We muft alfo confider the Nature and Defign of this
Ordinance ; and examine whether our Difpofitions and
Intentions in attending thereupon, be anfwerable there-
to, it fo we may approach with Freedom

But,

2. We have the Agent, who fhould do this Cuty, ex-
prefyd indefinitely, @ Mar. Which the Matter {o re-
quiring (as the prefent Cafe is) is equivalent to a unsvers
fal ; and is as much as to fav, That every Man that
Wwould partake, with God’s Approbation and Acceptance,
muft examine himfelf. -

3. The Subjec? of the Duty {pecify’d, ezuton, bimfe.f,
1 e. his State towards God, his Thoughts, Words, and
Actions.  Although it be undoubtedly the Duty of Mi-
nifters to labour by Examination to know the State of
their Flock, and to diftinguifh the precious from the
Vile. Yet it is a greatand dangerous Sin in their Hear-
ers, if they depend by an implicit Fasth in their Judg-
ment, neglecting Self-Examination.

| From the Words thus Paraphras’d, Let me ob(erve'
the following Point of Truth, Namely,

be” Self-Examination i ¢ ucc flary Preparatiic to &
Worthy Participation of the Lorls-Supper,

K oo [~
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In opening of which, I would fpeak to the following
Heads,

1. Confider what we fhould examine,

2. Give the Reafons why. And,

3. Shew the Manner bow this Duty fbould be perfornd.
And then improve 7.

The 1ft Thing propos’d, is well aniwered by the 21ef-
minfler-A(Jimbly, in the o¢7th Queftion of their Care
chifm ; It is requir'd, fay they, of them that would
« partake worthily of the Lord’s Supper, that they exa-
“ mine themfelves of their Knowledge, to difcern the
« Jord’s Body ; of their Faith to feed upon him ; and
‘“ of their Repentance, Love and new Obedience.”
And much to the famePurpofe, theFathers of the Church
of Eagland exprefs themlelves in their Catechifm ; in
an{wer to that Queftion, }What is required of them who
come to the Lord’s Supper 2 ¢ To examine themielves
“ whether they repent them truly of their tormer Sins;
‘“ {tedfaitly purpofing tolead a new Lif:; having a live-
« ly Faith in God’s Iviercy through Chrift, with a thank-
“ ful Remembrance of his Death, and be in Charity with
“ all Men.” Thefel take to be a fufficient Explicaticn

of the Matter of the Duty enjoyn’d.

I amin the
2 Place, to give the Reafons, /7 by we fhould examint
our felves as aforefaid. And,

1. The commanding Authority of the great God, ia
the Text under our prefent Confideration ; fhould con-
{train us to perform this Duty ; for furely he has the
jufteft Right, to our Obedience and Servic&

And, |

2. The Guil¥ we contra®, by coming Unworthily.
The Ward anaxioss fignifies unbecomingly, fo as is not
fuitable to the Perfon or A¢tion. Now there isa twos
fold Unworthinefs, viz. of State and Frame.

And,
(1.) Of State ; when onein an unconverted Condic

tion partakes of this holy Ordinance, fuch cannot difcern
the Lord’s Body, or feed on it by Fairb, for they alf l
bet
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toth blind and dead, Rev. 3. 17. Eph. 2. 1. Their
Perfons, Performances, and Places of Refidence are ha-
ted by God, Pfal 5. 5. Ifai. 1. 14. Amos 6. 8. And
theretore theéy muft needs partake unworthily.

( 2. ) Therzisan Unworthinefs of Frame ; and thisis
(1.) When Perfons partake without previons Exami-
nation, this our Text proves. Or, (2.) When they
partake Irreverently, without diftinguithing between
the facramental and common Bread ; this was the Sin of
the Corinthians. Or, (3.) When without any Meature
of the Exercile of thofe Graces, which are fuitable to
tke Nature of this Ordinance ; fuch as Faith, Sorrow,
Love, which are to be underftood by the Wedding-gar-
ment, Meat. 22. 11. Or, (4. ) When under the Guilt
of any fecret §7zunlamented ; whereby the Conicience
is debauch’d, Pfal. 26. 6. Or, (5. ) Under Prejudice
againft our Brother, not having firft laboor'd to obtain
Reconciliation, Matt. 5 23,24 Or, (6.) When, ha-
ving Opportunity, we have not iebour'd for Préparation,
we thould trim our Lamps, when we go to meet the
Royal Bridegroom, Matth. 25.7. Now the Guilt con-
tracted by an unworthy Participation, is mentionéd in
the 27th Ver. viz. That fuch are gzilry of the Body and
Blood of the Lord. But, |

3. Perfonsincur great Danger by negle@ing this Duty
of Self-Examination. For then theyare like to partake
unworthily, becaufe they obferve not God's Command ;
and if fo, they eat and dink Fzdgment to themfelves,
fo the Word Crimaz primarily fignifies : . Tow, Judg-
ments are of three Kinds, namely, Temporal, Spiritual,
and Ete nal; to the two firft of which, even godly Per-
fons may expofe themfelves, by an unworthy Participa-
tion ; asthe Chapter from which the Text istaken,duly
confidered, fufficiently confirms. And by a Parity of
Reafon, wemay conclude, That ungodly Perions, who
cannot but partake unworthily, do expofe themfelves
not on}y to temporal and fpiritual, but alfo to eternal
Judgments ; By being guilty of the Body and Blood:
of the Lord, they do thereby increafe their Guilt and
feal their Condomnation, For, doubtlefs both the Pro-

Rf ~ mtx});
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mifes and Threatnings of the Covenant of Grace, come -
under this Seal, and are therefore differently confirm’q

to the werthy and unworthy Communicants: To the

oie it is a Seal of Salwvaticon, and to the other of Damna-

tion.  Butin the mean time it thould le obferv’d, that

it was not the prime Defign of this Sacrament, to be 3

Seal of Death. No! This isonly through the Abufe

of it, by unworthy Pariakers.

+. Self-examination is neceflary, in order to approach
with Cemfort, end Hopes of Acceptance to the lLoly
Table of the Lord ; tor how can we know without this,
that we areinvited Guefts,

5. It is nccetlary in order to know our Sins, Mercies,
and /" «nts; that we may mourn over the firf, be thank-
ful for the fecond and feek a Supply of the third.

] come to confider the

3d General Head of the Diftourte, which was to thew
the Aanzer how this Duty of Sclf-Lixamination fhould
be performe!. And,

1. More generally, It thould be done fo/emnly, having
firft implor'd Affitance of Heaven, Pful. 26. 2.

2. Speedily, without Lelay, becaufe the Knowledge
of our felves is not only peculiarly neceflary, to the
right Celebration ot this holy Ordinance, but generally
neceflary at other Times al{o, to promote the Comfort
and Happincts of our Seuls; and hence it isfo frequently
urg’d in facred Scripture. -

3. Jmpartially ; being willing to know the worft of
our Condition, net pafling Judgmentin our own Favour,
before we make Tryal. Unleis Examination be manag’d
with [mpartiality, it terves for nothing but to ftrengthen
our pernicious Delufions, and ruinous Miltakes.

4. Unizer[2lly, & decifively ; ourExperiences, Thoughts,
Defons, Affelions, Speeches, and Actions, are the Sub-
jects to be examined : the Groundsof our Hopes muft be
enquir'd int~ ith the utmeft Caution, and careful'y-
weigh'a in the Ballonces of the Sanétvary. And Siys,
We thou'd niot reft fati-fy’d until we come to a decifive’
Judzment, abcurthe Goodne(s or Badne(s of our prefent
State ; becau, without this we hang inan uncamfprtabl;

AN
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and dangerous Sufpenfe, not knowing how to perform

the Duties of Religion, or whether we fhould apply to

our felvest..e Terrors or Comforts of the divine W ord.
.nd,

. Regularly; not by fuch Signs as are peculiar to
{fome, but by fuchasare common to all ; not by ovr own
Fancies, but by the facred Oracles | But more particu-
latly, The

1t T ingto be examin’d,is our Kiowledge, to difcern
the Lord’s Body: The Apoftle infinuates, \'er 9. That
without this we cannot partake worthily. Such is the
Neceffity of Knswledge in all religious Actions, that with-
out it the Mind cannot be good, ot any Service we per-
iorm accepted. The blefltd God treats with Men as
rational Crea ures, by app'ying to theirrational Powers ;
and therefore whatever Good they get palles through
their Underftandings, to their Wills and Affections ;
the great Majefty theretore mentions it as a fingular
Blefing, that he wou’'d give bis People, Paftori, which
fhow'd feed them with Knowledge anid Underflanding, Jer.

3. 15.  Now Knrowledge is twofold, viz. Doctrinal and

Experimental.

I. A Dofirinal and fpeculative Knowledge of divine
Truth, is preparatory to what is experimental: In order
to a worthy Participation of the Lord’s Supper, it is ne-
ceffary, that we fhould know the Caules of our Mifery,
wita its Extent and Method of Cure, through the Ful-
~nefs of Chrift, as alfo fomething of the general Nature
ot that gracious Covenant, of which this Ordinance is a
Seal «swell as of the Nature a.d Defign of the Inftitu-
tion it felt.

2. There is a fpivitval ard experimental Knowledge,
which is acquird by the Uie of Means, while in the
mean time the almighty Spirit ¢f God cy s tne Mind
to receive T'ruth by the Shines of a fupe’ raturai = ..
and fets them home upon the Heart by an almight;
Power, 2 Cor. 4. 6.1 Thef 1. 5. Our Knowledg« fher d
be fuch as to warm our Hearts with corr-fpondent Af-
fections to the Llementssad facramental Acticns, and
N referna
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reform our Practices. W ethou'd {ggte know the Tty

as it is in Jefus.
The
~d Particular to be examin’d, is our Faitb. Now in
order to know whether our Faith be fgving, let every
one pr0pm: the following Qgeﬁlons to himfelf ;

. Have I been convinc’'d of my loft State by Sm, and
of my [nability to get out of it by my own Wifdom and
Ctrcnmh ?  Luke u;

. Have I been eﬁ'eCtually perfuaded to affent to, and
em“mce the Teftimony that the Father hath given of
bis Sou Je:us Chrilt, as being fuitabl: and {uﬂwcxent to
fave m¢ from Wrath and Ruin ? Having fatisfied
wrongz'd Juftice by his Sufferings and a&ive ()bedxence
and thereby pufchx(cd Life fr chofe who accept him;
a=d that there 15 Salvation in none elte : Thisis ne-
ttlul’)’ in order to exrite our iviotion to, and Compliance
w.th an offer’d Saviour.

. Have webeen perfuaded to venture our Souls upon
Chriit, and to truft in him by the Reaion aforefad ;
ai‘andom._; cur ow n Righteoufners as filthy Rags? PfaL
~. 2. Lar 61 .

4. Have we contented to accept of Chrift as he is of-
fered, a- 2 Prophet, Prieft and King ? Fobn :.

5. is Carilt precipus ro us, 1 Pef. 2. 7. in the follow-
ing [ndances? (i.) Do we prefer him in our Judg-
ment atove all? Caxt. 2. 3. Phil. 3. 8. (2.) Lowe
chcole him by an Act of our Wil betore all? Heb. 11.
27,28 (5.}Do we defire him more than ail? 7 fi/. 73. 25.

.!\

(3.) Do we dehght to think and fpeak of him more than

anv ? Cant. 1.3, 5. (5.) Isitour chief Endeavour, to

,make fure f hxs Love, and preferve a Senfe of it? Mat.
I I I - (11172

(S ? Hove | the LFeé’ts and Concomitants of Faith?
[.) oo

krow n Sin there ? Adfs 15. 9. {z.) Does it humbleit?

i, 3.) Doesit muke me thanklul ? Pfal. 116.
2. (4 \Fruxrtm ? Without Works it is dead,as Fomes

biervs:. [5.) Heavenly? 1 john 5. 4 True Faith e
| . | vercomes

DS

¢ my Faith purify my Heart, not allowing any -}
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vercomes the World. (6.) Does it work by Love?
Gal. 5. 6. '

The gd Particular to be examined, is our Repestencey
the Parts of which are Cosfeffion of Sin, Ffal. 1. 3.
Sorrow forit, Matth. ¢ 4. .:atred againttit, Plal. o7.
10 A Refolution o forfakeit. --- And Refsrmation from
it, 2 Cer. 7. 11. Do we confefs Sin unreiervedly and
affectionately ? Sorrow for it, chiefly from Love, asitis

init God ¢ Hate it as the wori of Lviis ? loath our
felves foc it ? Refolve to forfake it, and attually leave
all grofs Sins in Converiation, ang all othersin Aftecti-
on? Pfal 5i.3, 4. Jo5 42.6. Do we keep up a con-
tinual War againft it ¥ Rem. 7. 23. And if at any time
we are overcome in tke Conflict, do we labour to rife
by Repzntance, and running to the Blood of jefus ?
Pfai. g1, And do we tarn to God, ard iabour fincerely
and {teadily to walk in the Way of his Precepts ? Foe/
2. 12.

The 4th Particular to be examined, is our Love.

Ang,

1. Is our Love to God fuprem: and tranfcendeit? Se
as to make us willing co forfake any thizz, or fuffer »-
ny thing for his Sake? Ffal.73. 25. Pbil. 3.7, 8.

2. Lafinz and perpetnal ; accompany’d with affliting
Sorrow in his Ab-e ce, Cant. 5. 6. Vehement Deiire,
and unwearied Endeavour after his Prefence, Cant. 2. g:
Cart. 3.2, And fweet Delight in it when obtain’d,
Cant. 2. 3.

3- Effeffual ; (1.) To encline us to love the Lawk, -

People 2nd Ordinances of the great God, with an un-
feigned and operative Affection, Pfal. 519. 6. 1 Fobs 3.
14. Plal 83. 1. (2.) To keep his Commandm-nts, -
Foim 2. 4, 5. (3.) To hate Sin as contrary to God,
Plal. 97. 10. (4) To grieve at the Affronts that are.

caft upon his Name and People, Pfal. 119.23. Pfal.®

69. 0.
The gth Particular to be examined, is our sew Obe-
dience, And, :
(1.) Have we made Choice of God’s Law for the Rule
of our Life ? His Servants ye are to whem ye obey, Rom.
6. 16. K 4 (2.) Do

3
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(2.) Do we Iabour to perform Obedience toi: ?

1. Evangelically and voluntarily, with the Heart, and
from Love. Ron:. 1. 9. For God is my Fitneli, +whom
I ferze with my Spirit . 2 Cor. 5. 14 For the Love
of Ckr:ff confrainetk us.

2.1 ntverfally Pial. t19. 6. Then fball I not be a-
fhamed, when I bave Relpe unto ail thy Commandments.

3. Sincerely ; for God’s Glory, Ma:. b. 5. 10.

4 Relzluiﬂly and Perfeccrinziy ; whatever Mszn or
Deviis fay and do to the contrary ; theugh we fhould

1sffer never fo much, Dan. 3. 17, 18. Plal. 119. 112.

5. Camzax/’y ; caretully labouriag to thun ill incen-
uyesto din.  Prov. 4. 1§. Enter n.t into toe Path of the
ihicked.

0. Pe'ziterzii} ; bewailing our Defects wita Tears and
Graqans, Rom. 7, 24. P:al 31. 10.

I proceed to the IMPROVEMENT of this Subjedt.
And,

1. Kor Information. e:ng that cur prefent Condi-
tien may be known, otherm e to what Purpo'e are we
bid to examinzcit, and {c nan) Help» lail downin holy
Bcriptare to compals this Del -n, it argoe; great Difre-
{pe to the Authority oi Go. and onir own Happines,
to neglelt this Duty, or to perto.m it in an undue Maa-
nar, {oas not to come to aicripiural decifive Jadgment
about our preient State Gold-ward, {teing it 15 ot io great
Neceflity to our pre.ent, rea u'm‘)k, qu.et and future
thpﬂlﬁu.

-2. For Cenci:izen.  \\ hat has teen before briefly of-
{ered may terve to deteT many unfound Profe _ﬁum, and
deger them frem a prefimptaous Approachto the Lord's-
Tabie. Ohow mmail i the Number that do in very
deed podefs that Knowicdge, Faith, Repentance, Love,
and new Obedience, betore deieridd ! Arve nct fome
gofly Ianorant even of the docts 'ml ]\7 cwicige of the
(mfpel .or content themizlves \ liteie:s, harren

ecu'afnm Wil not the Lerd 3ovs be r\.veqled in
uming Fire agun{tfuch? @ The i 7s 8. And as to Faith;
A€ not Mmany ofi1s YnacgMaintzd beth wt) tugPreparatxv&.

—
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end Effects of it, lying in a dvep Sleep of Sin ; the falfe
Foundations of whofe Hops have never been unhing’d,
Who are unacquainted with the Difficulty of venturing
upen Chrift, under an oporeffing Senfe of their Sin, Mi-
fery and Impotency, who have aiways Leen Believers
in their own Fancy, and whofe Faith works 1o abiding
Alteration on their Hearts and Lives. Who are flili
Proud, Worldly, Flefhly, for all their {trons Faith ;
which is always alike. Thefe Men w'o ge: and exer-
cife Foith (as they conceit) without Oppafition, Tears
and Groanings, are Strangers to tha: Faith whichisunto
Qalvation.

And as to Regerntance ; how many, inftead ot confe’
fn:. ~ynceal their Sins, love them more than Chil,
and forrow but fuperiicialiy cr legaliy over them! And
notwithf{tanding 2il their hypocritical Prezences to Re-
pentance ior Sin, {till go onin a Courte of it; and there-
by prove themfelves to be the Children or their Father
the Devil ; tor bis Herks they will do, John 8. 14

Asto Loz ; Do not many love their Lufls, and
Worldly Poidiitians better than Chri®t, whatever they
falily pretead to the contrary ? Otherwite why wou'd
the: general and tree Run of their Aifections be that
Way > And how icw are they amoug Profeflors who
are emietimes Motrning beaaate ot Carift's Abencs,
and at other times Rejpeing in his Pref=uce ! Are not
the moit contented vith adry Ferm, without the Life
and Power ci Reiigioa ? 1o not eme, intead of loving
the Feople o God tor, and in Propcrtion ta (beir Holi-
nely, fh-n them and 1"t them, becaufe of it, and re-
joce m their Falls = iud alas ' How iew amang
Profedors thed Tear, becin: o the Diffianour done ¢
God by the Sins of ti- \Wicked 2 Their own Honour
afld \\‘orldiy interet touclies them Y G, they are
Fire Hot about them ; bus re.pecting the Haoneur of

G‘?da and Intereit of hi, Ningrdow taey are hey Co'd.
It isa dreadrul Trath, moit awiully veriiy'd inthis Leny
that almoft 2/ Vien Lok thewr ouen Things, w2l oo iic

™ i) e s doa
-
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As to Obedierce ; Is not the Qbedience of a great
Number of Profeflors /cga/ ; either flowing principally
from a flavith Fear of Damnation, or hireling Views of
gaining God’s Favour by it? But they will find this Me.
thod ineffectual by their iad Experience, either in Mer-
cy or Judgment ; for the Apoftle informs us, Ifraef that
fught af:er Righteo facfs, (or Juitification) did aet obtaix
it, becauf dbey fiuglt 1t not of Faith, but asi ' were by
the tiorks .} :be Law, Rom. 9. 31, 32 Or Partial,
They ovicrve fome eafy Duties, whilc they knowingly
and generally negiect others, that are difficult or coftly.
And 1s not the Gbedience of iome 'yporritical, chiefly
to get : good Name ; and srrefsiate, tram’d sccording to
the Places they live1n 2 And are not fome habitually
b:l4, in running into Places of Temptation needlefly?

Now all thete Perfons 1 have menticn’d under this
Ufe ot Conviciion, are ro'ten hearted Hypocrites; they
ly under the heavy Curre of the ureadtsl God, and
muft expect, it they diein that State, to be torn in Fieces
by the Hand ot Juftice, ana damn’d to all Eternity,
Gal. 3. 10. Plal. 5o. z2. Matth. 25 g1. And there-
fore taey are very unhr to approach the Lord’s Table,
which i they wiil notwithftanding veature to do, in
their preien: Condition, they may expect to eat and
drink their ov.n Damnation, 1 Cor. 11. 20.

Buat lcalt what has been now offired, fthou'd deterany
that are Jircere, but weak in Grace, from that Feaftof
Love, which the Lord Jetus has provided for their
Nounfthment, I wou'd ofter the foliawing Supporss tq
their Confideraticn, viz.

1. Tuat the Lord’s Supper was undoubtedly appointed
far the \\ cak as well as for the Strong, for indeed they
have the moft Need of it ; it’s Childrens Bread, DBread
for Pabe-.

2. Fhat one may doubt of Grace and have the Truth
o :t; taiswas the athiicted Cate ¢f devout Homan, Phl.
¥R 14y 15 Lord ety caflof thor off my Soul, why bideft
toou 1hy Face from me ¢ "

g That
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g. That the Promifes of Life and Peace are made to

the Trsth of Grace, and not te the Evidenseof it, Joan
. 10.

3 4. That if none but sffur'd Perfons were to partake,
the moft of Chrift’'s Flock muft be deprivid of the Food
provided for them. ¢ Our compaffionate Saviour yill
« not break the bruifed Reed, or quench the {racaking
« Flax. He will {furely gather the Lambs in his Arms,
« and lead thofe gently that are with young. Under

« his merciful Wings the labouring and heavy laden Soul
“ fhall find Reft.

¢. I wow'd add the following cosfolatory Cauticns,
nsmely, That nore thould condemn their State becanie
they have not been {o much humbled asfome others have
been, or as themfelves wou'd be ; for the Degrees of
Humiliation are various, according to the good Pleature
of God. Neither thauld any condemn his State, becauie
ke is not 1o holy as he thinks others are ; for our own
Hearts are gpen to our View, and others are hid from

ns. Or becawe he has been witaout Comfort for fome®

Time ; forone thattruly fears God may walk 12 Dark-
mefs, 1:ai. 0. 10, Or becaufe he thinks he makes no
Progrels in Helin:f5, if there be in the mean 1ime an

aiflictive Sorraw for the Want of it, and honeft Endea-
vours after it, Rem. =. 24.

In the laft Place, be exhorted to put in Praliice the
Apoftle’s Direi?ior in our Text. Letus confcientioully
compars our feives with what has been offered ; and it
upon Examinatian we find the Charadersof the afore-
faid Graces of Knowledge, Faith, Love, Repentarce,and
new Obcdienre in us, with fome Meaiure of the Exercife
of them, then thou!ld we come to the Lord’s Table as
to the Binqguet of a Friead, eat that Bread, and drink
that Cup. Butif otherwife, ftand oif upon your Peril,
till ye get your Hearts changed Ly divine Grace.

In the mean time, Let tne People of God examine
their Hearts and Lives, and fie how me ny Blows and

' | o Blunde!s

|

|
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Blunders have been in them fince the laft Time they
scqmmemorated the Death of their Lord at his Table;
and let our perjurious, treacherous Unkindnefs to a gra-
_egiqus Covenant God, humble our Hezrws this Day beiore
tke Lord.

Tadd no more, but beg that the Bleffing of Heaven
_may be upon what hasbeen offered. A ME N.
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PREFA CE

Courteous RE A D E R,

A HERE be two Sins which peculiarly
&~ and dreadfully prevail in this Age, viz.
y Covetoufnefs, and flighting of the #Hord
of GOD ; againft which che following
Difcourfe is pointed. »
As the Earth did once of old open
> £) < '« its Mouth, and devoured the Perfons
of ambitious Corab and his cruel Conforts, foit has ef
late efpecially expanded its Jaws and fwallowed up the
ciief of the Thoughts, Affections, Speeches, and Labours
of the greateft Part of the prefent Generation, and
Yruisd them in its Bowels ; yet Multitudes are fo mad,
in the immederate Chafe of thisW orld, that they will not
aliow themfelves Time to think ferioufly,ufon znather,
and a bettér ; or with Reverence to attend to, 2q9d-fo-
ienly ponder upon that Hord which gives a- Delorip-
tiom ¢! it, and propofes the Hay to it ; their Hurryis
fo great, poor infatuated Creatures! That they can’t :
afford themfelves Leifure from their more weighty Af-

fairs) to look after fuch a fmall Trifle as their eternal :
" Salvation {

-
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Salvation! However, till God himfelf fpeaks from Hea-
ven with almighty Power to their Hearts, we may as
“well pretend to ftill by our Breatha fierce Tempeft, calm
the difturb’d Deep, or turn the Courfe of a violent Tot-
rent, as by our Arpuments to ftop the difmal Career of
fuch demerit:ed Creatures. But becavfe thatin the Ufe
of Means, we can only expect the divin-s{ oncufrénce,
I wiil therefore cffera few W crds tothe Conideration
of theCooetcus. Poor Creatures ' Confder, that immodes
rate Cares about the Things of this Life are necd/efs, be-
caufe that our heavenly Father krows we need thefe
Things without our Care: He has form’d our Soulsand
Bodies, which are of more Worth than Fcod and Rai-
ment ; and does not God cloath the Lillies and feed the
Ravens without their Care, who are Creatures of lefs
Importance than we ? And are not fuch Cares ufelefs?
Forcan you by them alter the divine Alotments ¢ Mat.
6. 27. Again, are not fuch Cores fee/ifl, in that they
antedote your real Troubies, affiicts you with imaginary

ones, indijpofe you to take the moft prudent Meafures

to prevent and affwage Trouble, and expofe you toche
divine Difpleafure. without whofe Bieffing your Labours
can't fucceed : f5 nor fufficient for the Day the Feil

theress?  Once more, are not fuch Cares vory unfuitzble

to your Chriftian Charaiter, and fo prejudicial to others ?
Mat.6.32. And do they not defiroy your own Souls
by choaking like Yhorns the good Impreffions rmide o@
them by the Word ye hsar?

S
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JEREMIAH 22, 20,

O Earth, Earth, Earth, bear tbe Hord of th: LORD.

£ @‘@‘@‘ @‘@ HE Propbet in the preceeding Vetfes,

& & % ( viz. the 20, 22, 23. ) prophefies of
@ the Defolations that were haftning
%‘% %ﬁ-‘} upon the Fewi/h State ; whichis here
@ %% fp oken of as a fingle Perfon, and de-
Q fcribed under a twofold Chara@er.

%’3’@@@ 1. As very haughty in a Day of
Peace and Safety, Verfe 21. I fpake

wnto thee in thy Profperity, but thox [aidft, Iwill not bear ;
this batb koen thy Manser from thy Yiuth, that thote .

obey'df mot my Voice. I fpake to thee by my Prophets
L and




—-—

550 The Divinity of the Scriptures,

and Providences, and that varionf{ly, frequently and pa-
tiently ; fometimesin the Languageof T:rrer, rep-ovin
thee for thy Ingratitude ; and warning thee of the Dah-
ger thereby occafion’d ; and fometimes in the Language
of Leze,and Charme of Endearment ; inviting and coun-
felling thec becaule of thine own Intereft, to accept of
the free Propoly, of th: moft neceffiry, durable and
valua! le Mercics @ But thou {toped'it thine Ear with the
deal Adder, and woum:d'{t nothear my eatreating Voice.
1 firetcheid furip my Fanls a!l the Day, o a gainfaying
asd rebeliious Fesple. Thou wat obftinate and impu.
dent in thy Wickedne(s, thy Neck is an Iron Sinew,
and thy Brow Brais; for thou not only refolvedft to
continue in Impiety, but openly, without Blufhing, ex-
preft thy wick-d Purpofe ; and in this thou art grown
old and hardned ; for this bas been thy Manner from thy
Touth, that tice oo yed f not my Foice. 105 commion
with tho® whelive in Eafe and Profperity, to {light the
hoiy VWord of God, and contemn his gracious \\ arn-
ings ; when Fefuran waxed fat he Xicked.  Manaffes
in his Profperity was tco lordly to hear the Lord’s Voice ;
but in his-Adverfity he humbled him{!t betore him, and
refcrm’d. It is fora Lamentation that the Profperity of
Foois defiroys many !

z. As very/er fo/,and feemingly religious,in a Time
of Troubleand Aftiction, Verfes2r, 23. The People of
Jlra>l were very much fcar'd at the Approach of 1'rou-
ble ; they cry and lift u» their Voice in Befban, as if

they were quite undone; O help ! Lelp ! And very
fubmiffive and devout under it ; how gracious fhalt thou.
be, when Pangs come upon thee ? 1. e. In Pretence and
Promite. When haugaty profperous Sinners are bro't
under fecvere Sceurges ; O then what a deal of Reli-
gion do they profefs ! They profes great Sorrow for
their Sins pift, and make very fair Prémifes, how good
toey’ll be in Time to come : But as foon as the Rodis
off their Backs, they are as bad or worfe than before !
See Pal. ;8. 34, 35, 30, 37. When be flew them' they
fought bim, and rctutned ond cngair'd early afrer Gods

&xd they remembred that God was their Rocky 4.¢$ ;
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bigh Ged their Redecmer ;5 mevcrthelefs, they did fl.tter
bim with their Mouth, and lied unto him with their
Tongue ; for their Heart was not i15he witl viw, neither
were they fiedfaff in bis Covenant. |

Here is alfo a Prophefy of the Difgrace of the King
Feconiah ; call'd by Way of Diminution, Gomizh ; vig.
That he fhou’d be carried into Captivity, end his Days
in Bondage, and leave no Pofterity to inherit his Ho-
nour. Now the Prediction of this is uther’d in with z
folemn Preface, in the Wordsof our Text. O Earz,
Earth, Earib, bear the Word cf the Lord, i. e. faith Poog
in his Synopfis, « O ye Inhabitants of Fudea!” Or ra-
ther as Henry in his Annctations, ¢ Let all ye Inha'itantd
“of the World take Notice of thefe Judgments of
“ God, upon a Nation, and Family tha: had been dear
“ and near to him; and thence infer that God is impar-

“ tial, in the Adminiftrations ot Juftice.”

The Note of Fxpoftulation, ! in the beginning cf
the Verfe, denotes the Prophet’s Bowels of Compaflion
over that finful and unhappy People ; aad is a noble
Pattern for the Minifters of Chrift to imitate, in thej»
Addreffes to a fecure and perithing World ! |

Alo the Denominaticn the Prophet gives the Fewifh
Pegple, namely, Earth, feems to fignity three Things ;
1. "Their Ceveroufnefs ; They were fo immoderate i
their Purfuits after the Earsh, that they feem'd to be
almoft totally turn’d into that Element, very Earths
Worms, and Moles. S o

2. Thheir Srupidity ; which was fuch, that the fenfelefz
Earth it2If, wou'd fooner learn than they ! The poor -
Prophet might turn the Edge of his folemn Warnings;

and Charms of bis importunate Treaties, to the fehtelefs
- Mountains and impenetrable Rocks, and expeé equal
SuccefS ! O this piin'd and perplex’d the Prophet’s -
Heart, that he knew not how to deal with that obftinate
Peogie, fo as toreclaim them ! This fill'd his Lips with
Pitecus Cemplaints, and moaning, as he himielf exprefles
i thedgthChap, & rothVer. ! 7o whem fhall 1 (perk, and
$roe %hiﬁg,‘ that they mwy bear{  Bvholi their Ear is

SR L.z . . wncircwpcy/sd
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gncircamcifed and thev cannot bearken 5 the Herd ¢f ths
Lord isunto them a Reproach, they bace no Delight in it.

3. The Denomination fpezks their’ Mortality. 1t’s a
Call to Men cenfidered as mortal/; who have receiv’d
the'r Original of the Earth, and will be quickly refolv’d
into it. That in Confideration of this, we areconcern’d
to fear and regird the Word cf the Lord ; that thus,
though weare Ezrth in our Original and Iflte, we may
be tound among thofe who are written in Heaven.

The Words of the Text are a folemn Appeal to the
Earth itfelf, on which we tread ; fince thofe that dwe!l
on the fartharef{o carelefs. (SoCalzin, and the Exglifh
Annotations) like that Deut. 30 ro. fcall Heavon and
Earth to record vhis Day againff you, that 1hace [et be-
ﬁre you Life and Death, Bleflinz and Curfing, thcrefere
choofe Life, that both thox and thy Seed may live. Now
M fzs thewed the Way to obtain the one and efcape tke
other ; viz. By Love and Obedience, inthe 1¢th \erfe;
and confirm’d his Inftruions, by fuch Argumenty, as
were moft proper to work upon their Fear and Hope:
Such as the eternal Ruin of Difobedience, and immor-
tal Advantagesof Obedience; and having thus ftated the
Cafe fairly, he leaves it to their Choice. He had celi-
ver'd bis cwn Sou/ by his Faithfulnefs ; but he wanted
exceedingly that they fthou’d deliver theirs, by choofing
to do thofe Duties, and comply with thofe Terms, upoa
which Life {piritual and eternal is prcposd. And in
Deut. g2. 1. Mofes introduces his Song with a folemn
Appeal to Heaven and Earth, concerning the Truth
and Importance of what he was about to {peak ; and
concerning the Juftice of thedivine Proceedings with a
rebellious People. Give ear, O Heavens, and Jwiil [peak;
and bear, O Earth, the Words cf my Mouih ; my Dolirine
[hall drep as the Rain, my Speech fball diftill as the Dew.
The Heavens and Earth revolt not from their Obedi-
ence to their Creator, but have continued toexecute his
Pleafure, without the leaft Variation, ever fince the firft
Period of Time began; ( Pfal 1i9 go.) and ¢hmwefore
will rife up in Judgment again{t rebeliious Jxdel, and
witnefs again{t them the Wooings and Warnings given

_ Rem,
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them, and their Rejefion of both, againft their own
Souls. See Job 20. 27. The Heaven fball revcal bis Ins-
quity, and the Earth fball rife up againft him. .

Or, Heavenand Eartbare here put for the Inbabi-
tants of both ; Aungelsand Men fhall both agree to jufti-
fy God, in his judicial Procefs againft Jfrael ; and de-
clare his Righteoufnefs. Pfa/ 50.6. Rev. 19. 1,2. and
Ifai. 1. 2. Hear, O Heavens, and give ear (O Earth, for
the Lord bath [poken, I havencurifbed and bro't up Chil-
dren, and they bave rebelled again/? me! 'The Prophet,
~ though he fpeaksin GoD’s Name, yet defpairs to get
Audience of Ifrael his People ; therefore he addrefles
the Heavens and Earth, and befpeaks their Attention !
Sooner will the snanimate Creatures hear, who obferve
the Law, and an{wer the End of their Creation, than this
ftupid, fenfelefs People! Asthe Light, Order and Har-
mony ot the heavealy Hofts. reprov’d their Ignorance,
Confufion and Anarchy ; fo the Beautyand Fruitfulnefs
of the Larth, reproached their Barrennefs and De-
bauchery. | .

The Repetition of the Prophet’s Call and Eatreaty in
oir Text, thews;

1. The great Obfinacy of the People he fpake to, in
that they needed fuch repeated Alarms to excite their
Attention. .

2. The great Importance of the Meiflage he brought
to tkem, which deierv’d fuch an importunate, earneft,
and repeated Inculcation, for verily no lefs than their
temporal and eternal Satety wasembark’d and concern'd
n it

3. The great Fehemence, which the Prophet us'd in
delivering the divine Embafly. He was not contented
with crying once, yea twice, to thisfecure People ; but
he repeats his folemn Warnings, and paffionate Intrea
1 third Time, that it might pierce the deeper into their
bardned Hearts and fecure Confciences ; O Earth !
Earth! Earth! bear the Hord of the Lord.

From the Words thus briefly explain’d, I obferve the
foilowing Dosrinal Propofitien, viz.

~

L3 That
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Swu, in order to e/Z*ape God’s juff Fudgments, in this
and the moxt Life, 1t's highly neceflary fir all Man.
klnd and m:re efpecially, for covetous unconverted
Sinners, 7o hear God’s Word.

In difcsurfing upon this Propofition, I fhall enquire,
1. Who are unconverted covetous Sinncrs 2

3. Wherein confifts the 4ralogy between the Earth
and fuch ?

3. What /7ord thefe are to hear ; and how it appears
that the Scriptures are the #lord of God ¢

4. How they thou'd heer this Word ?

5. Woy, or wherein, appears the Neceflity cf this
Practice ?

I return to conﬁder the

Mt Thing proposd, which was to enquire, 7770 are
ﬂacanuerted covetons Sinners °

In anfwer to which, let the following Particulars be
ferioufly confider'd. And,

r. All fuch as pcrf it in a Srate of carnal Sccurity,
without ever being deeriy and eﬁe&aally convine’d of
their loft u,pﬂ(hhon by Nzture ; or brought toa believing
Cldﬁl're with C arift, on his own Terms.

2.°All fuch are unconverted and covetous Sinners,
who'e general and {ree Courfe of Thoughts, Affections,
Sge eches, and Adions, are about earthly Trings. Such
asa1e of the Fie/h, favour the Things of the Fleth. And -
fe that are of the Horld, {peak of it,and the World
'h aum the , as oar Saviour oblerves.

3. Alliuch are carnaly chriitle, and covetous Crea-
tures, who are generally more defighted with ‘Uorlle
Exjoyments,and :Sumi[]?s, than ini Chriff’s Ordiznwcss and
Prefeace: Aud more dejeied at the Lofs of the formof,
thai the Bereavement of the /atter.

N 4 All
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a. All fuch as take unlaw/=! Meafures to compafs their
worldly Defigns ; or generally make their religious
Woirthip ftoop to their temporal Bufinefs and Intereft.
Gur Lord truly informs us, that we cennor ferve two
Mefers, God and Mammon, 1. €. We cannot in Rzality
ferve two con:rary Mafters at the fame Time.

In the

2d Place, I am toenquire, W herein confifts the Ana-
logy, or Refemblance, between the Earth and uncon-
verted, covetous, and carnal Sinners ? This I think ap-
pears in the following Inftances,

1. ‘The Earth isat a great Diffance from Heaven ; fo
all unconverted, covetous Sinners are fezr f:uom God,-
tho’ not in re{p=¢t of Place, yet in refpect of their Con-
dition. They are far from the faving and iniluential
Knowledge of Ged, and contentedly continue, ( many
of them )ina State, and Courfe of Enmity againft him,
Ephef 2. 13. Rwm. 8. 7. Hence the Prodigal, while un-
convinc’'d, is faid to trevel into @ far Country.

2. The Earth is a heacy and grofs Bedy ; it naturally
cleaves to Earth, as its proper Center. If a Piece of
Earth be druwn upwards by Forcs, yei by an innate Pro-
penfity to defceund, it naturally falls downwards. So na-
tural Pecple cleave to, and delight in earthly Things,
as their Center. Though their Hcarts may by Art, or
Force, be lifted upwards for a littlc Time; yet lo foon
as ever the Force is remov’d, down they will fall again,
with Speed and Eafe to the Larth, as their Center, P/al.
4. 0.

3. The Earth, after manyand heavy Showersof Rain,
when it’s long fhone upon by th: Summer Sun, is bard
and condens’d ; when the Heavens are for a Time like
Brafs, the Earth is like Iron ; fo unconverted Sinners
that are under many Showers and Shinings of Gad’s
Word, and improve them not, are harden’d like Fieces
of Clay and Rocksot Adamant! The fame Su €hat
foftens Wax, hardens Clay. Oh! Isit not tobe fear'd,
- that many of us have been rather harden’d than foftened
thefe many Years that we have lived under the Miniftry
of the Word, tirough our Abufe thereof ! O! Let

L4 fuch -
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fuch confider, that they are in exceeding great Danger
(if they continue longer in Sin ) of having that judicial
Hardnefs inflicted on them, which is mentien’d by /zi.
Chap.6. Ver. 10. And then wo to thém, thatever they
were born.

4. The Earth is cold ; efpecially that which is hid from
the Sun’s Influence ; fo you unconverted covetous Sin-
ners, though you are very warm and zealoxs about your
temporal Interefts, are not you quite co/d and carelefs
about the Affairs of Religion ? Where is there any of

ou convinc’d of, and diftrefs’d about your loft, dam-
nable State? 'Where is your Zeal for the Glory of Ged
and the Hanpinefs of your Neighbours Souls ? No!
One may look (it wou'd feem) till their Eyes drop out
of their Head, before they fee much of that among
fome of you! And how, Nzbal/ like, fneaking and ig-
noble are ti:e Spirits of fome Men, who wou'd pretend
to Chriftianity? How narrow, bafe and contracted are
their Views, terminated only in their own fordid, felfith
Intereft, without a generous and fuperior Regurd to the
Honours and Interefts of the Mediator's Kingdom ! Like
Snails, they creep into, and confine their Views within
the narrow Circle of their own private Interefts

5. The Earth is dry, when it waats long and gentle
Showers of Rain ; fo unconverted covetous Sinners are
void of the Moifture of true Contrition. Ah'! Where
are there any weeping Feremiahs, or mourning Marys
~among us ! She cou'd wath Chrift's Feet with her
Tears ; but you, dry hardned Sinners, have not a Drop,
a Tear, to fhed for your Iniquities, though perhaps foine
of you are as great Tranfgreffors as ever the was, But,
by the by, let me tell you, that Tears are not pleafing
to God, unlefs they flow from a droken Heart. - There
are Crocodile Tears, that ferve for little, but to deceive
thofe that have them : And the'e are fuch as f{pring
only from the natural Motion of the Pz/f}:ns, and leave
the Heart as they found it, without any good Savour.
And is not it to be fear'd, that fome fuch has been thed
among us ! Otherwife, howcou’d they bealways. -after,
quite dry'd up, likea Land Flood in time of Urought ;13
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6. TheEarthisofitfelfa derkBody; W hatadarkDun-
geon wou'd this World be,if it wasdepriv'd of the Light of
theSun ¢ Now you unconverted,covetousSinners, are de-
ptivid of the Light of the Sun of Righteorfnefs ; and
therefore are in worle than Egyptian Darknefs, Epb. 5.
8. Whatever notional, dead. dry Knowledge, you
may have attained of fome divine Things by the Force
of Education, yet you have noclear, exgerimearal K now-
ledee of them ; otherwite you could no more 'ive con-
tentedly in the State you are in, than you could lye
cententedly in a burning Fire : You only fpeak by
Rote and Heariay of divine Things, like Parrots. O'!
but, did you fee clearly the horrible Guilt, and fearful
Miferies, your wretched Soulsare in; that burning Ven-
geance, that is every Minute ready to drown you in e-
ternal Death ; the faft Approaches you make every
Hour to the damned World ; it would {foon put a Stop to
your prefent foolifh Mirths, and turn it into the bitte-
reft Mourningand Bewailings! Poor Creatures! If your
Eyes were not clofe fhut by the God of this World,
there would furely be a T'error and Trembling in your
guilty Con‘ciences: But Dangers how great foever are
not fear'd, it they be not apprebended.

7. The Larth 15 wrequal in its Surface ; thus ye un-
converted, covetous Sinners, are in your Lives. You’'l
appear lise Saints, and feem to ferve God ferioufly for
a t:w Hours in Meeting, while you are before Folks ;
but how wickel are you in private ! Nay, for all your
§how of Devotion in the Church, as {oon as ye get out
ot the Doors of it, you'l get a talking about the World
periaps : And is not it the chiet Part of your Contri-
vance and Labour through the Week, to gain the
World, and humour the Fleth ? Ay, Thisisyour chief
Good, and Soul’s Portion, Sinners, tho' you wont own
it. And a poor, fotry, thort liv’d one it isindeed !

8. The F?arth i3 immoveable , tho {ome fmaller Parts
towards their Surface, are fomerimes fhaken by Earth-
quakes; yet the Foundations of the whole Glaobe, re-
main unfhaken by all the Earthquakes and Thunders
we hear,  Ang is not it juft fo with you, y¢ unconver-
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ted covetous Sinners ? All the Thunders of God’s
'Word don’t thake down the Foundations of yeur falfe
Hope ; no, vou beld faft Deceit, and therefore refufe to
return, Jer. 8. 5. When God tells you by his Word,
you fhall perifh, if you go on in the State and Courfe
you are in ; No, You f{ay in your Hearts, 2ou fbail have
Peace, t 0 youwwalk after the Imaginations of your Heart
to add Drunkennefs to Thirg. Remember ye Prefumers,
Tbat God will not [pare you ; bis Anger aud Fealoufy hall
[fmoke againft yeu ; a:d all the Curfes that are written in
tbe Book of G:d. fkail lyz upon you, Deut. 29. 10. While
ye [ay, Peace and Safety, [udden Defiruttion fhall coe
ston you, as Travail upen a }loman with Child, and ye
Jball wot efcape. \Vhy then will you pleafe sour felves
with Dreams, that you are rich and encreafed in Gocds,
when in the mean time you are poor, and blird, and
miferable, and naksd ? Why, peor Sinners! Vill ye
go on fecurely in that Way; which, tho’ it feems rigit
toa Mar, yet the end thereof are the VWays of Death?

9. The Earth is bafc ; the meansf and courfeft of the
four Elements. So unconverted, covetous Sinners, are
bafe in three Reipetts ;

(r.) In regard of their Pedigree, their Father was an
Amorite, and their Mother a Hittite ; or rather, they
are of their Father the D.zil, John 8. 41

(2.) Theyare of a bafe, mean Difpofition, in aiming at,
and enclining to, earthly and cernal things chieily, {hey
are of the Earth, carthy ; and buing born only ot the
Fiefh, are Fiefh, and fo like brute Beaits. And,

3.) They are bafe and brutifh in their AFicns; gri-
_I?ing, tyrannical, carnal. As their Hearts are narrow,
o their Hands are thot from relieving the Poor and
Needy, or promoting any publick Work. Orelfe they
thew the Narrownefs of their Souls, in the Smallnefs of
their Donations ; being neither proportion’d to the Exi-
g-ncy cf the Cate, or theirown Ablities. It'strue, fome
unconverted People have a neturel Generofity ; but a-
lats ! Tho' this fhews more Humanity, and is much bet-
ter than the other crabbed Nzbu/-like Difpofitions, inaf
much a¢ it promotes the Good of Society ; yet it is but
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a wild Flower, which-grows in Nature’s Garden, and
{prings but from mean Principles ; 1':chas natural i en-
dernefs, Pride, Mercinarincfs, or a Defire to getrid of
the Trouble of importunate Petitioners. In fhort, the
Projects of carnai Pecple are low and lafe, confir’d with-
in the narrow Boundarics of 1ime and Seife, unworthy
of a hkuman Soul. There’s hardly any thing great, fub-
Jime, or truely noble in them, their Souls excepted ;
which they vilely proflit:te to terve their fordid Lufts ;
and therciore they weli deferve the ignohle Character
of Earth. Even Sezcca, by the Light of Nature, cou’d
fay, Major ["r2, ¢t ad majora matus; quam ut Corporis
mel, fim maicipinm ; I am greater, and born to greater
Things, than that I fhou!d be a S/zze to my Body.

1o. The Earth iy, fince the Fall of Hian, naturally
barren, of what is neceflary for Food, Medicine, and De-
licht, until it be plow’d, harrcw'd, and.Seed calt into it.
So Sinners bring forth nothing but Briars and Sierns ;
i. e. grofler W ickednefs ; cr at beft but the wild Grapes
of moral Vertue. and Formality in Relicion ; until their

s &
hard Hearts Le rent inte decp Furrows, by the Plow of
the Law, in the Hand cf the Holy Spirit, and the Seed
of aving Grace tie fown into them. Hence is that of
the Propliet, Floiea 10. 12 Sow to yeur [Ives in Righ-
rocnnchs, reap in Meicy, Freak wp yeur failtw Sicund ;
for it is timl ie feckibe iord, antid ke crme and rain dewn
Right.cu/n;i #5c5 ver.  And that cf the Prophet Fire-
mv, i the ath Chapter of his Beok, and the 34 \erfe,
For thus fa4h the Lord, to 1he Niew of Judch aid Jerufa-
lem, breal = ver julicw Greund, end fow nct among
Tierns. 'The Hardnefs and Obilinacy of your Heartsy
Sinners, muft Le brelen up, by fincere Con ritien ; and
your filthy Lufts muft be Lroken off, by a univer{si Re-
121‘2111&011 ; otherwife ye need not expect that the Seed
0: Grrace will be fown into y.ur Hearts.

Once more, The Eerth, Ly interpoing it felf Le-
tweenthe Sawand Meen, o the Matheiaticiars ob-
ferv{:) cauies an Fe/ipfe ; to immoderate Love to, and
Purfbit after worldiy Enjoyments,and annecetlary Con-
‘veriation with worldly People, cauls an ELciiple rof

Chrif¥'s
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Chrilt's Face upon the believing Soul. For in Propor-
tion to the Excefs of our L.ove to the W orld, is the De-
cay of our Love to Chrift ; and it’s obfervable that the
Meon never {uffers an Eclip(e but at its Fu//; fo in Prof-
perity and Fulnefs of earthly Emoymen*s, it is moft
frequently the Lot of Pecple, to be bereav’d of the di-
vine Prefence, becauie of their inordinate Love to, and
Abufe of them.

But tho’ there is fome Likene/s between the Earth,
and uaconzerted covetons Simmers, in the aforefaid Partx-
culars ; yet thereisa great Unlikencfs in thefe follow-
ing,

1. We cn pierce the Earth with Plows and Spades;
aad other fharp [nftruments; and fo make deep Furrows
tn it But no mor:al can dofo with you ; when was
there any deep Furrows made in your Hearts, by the
Piow and Spade of the Law ? Poor Sinners ! Are not
you like in. enfbte, impenetrable Rocks ? Under all the
divine Warnings, you have fr m Time to Time ; to
this Day, you have not Lyes to fee your Danger, or
Ears to hear the Thing+ that beloug ta your Peace.

2. The Larth hj)/méle ; it may be moulded into this
or that Shape, when Water is caft upon it : But ye un-
converied covetons Sinners,are like dryBones, hard and
inflexible, Ezck. 37. Under all the gracious and coun-
defceuaing Calls - 1 God, there s no mouldmg of you
into the divin: Image, O Earth, Lerth, Eartbh, kear the
f1eri of the Tord.

3. Tm farth is fraitful ; when its manur’d, fown,
and weil watered, it brings forth Fruits in its Seafon
"But where are your Fruits? O Sinners ! The great
Has\andmm has been manuring of you, thefe man)
Yeare, by his Word and Providences. It's now almcft
12 Years fince [ came among you; and tho’ my Labours
have been attended with much Weaknefs ; yet your
‘Coniiences can witne(’, that [ have not declin’d telling
yoa tne Truch, eiter mw)urrh fervile Fear or mercina-
ry Favour; and ve have had in this Town, and {ome of
the ww<r‘1‘~oarxng Place:, the folemn Warnings of a

faithful Minifter of Jefus Chrift, many Years before [
came
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came among you, who is yet through God’s Mercy cons
tinued to labour amorngit us unweariedly in another
Language, for the eternal Salvation of the precinus Sovls
of Men. But alas! To how little Purpefe have aH
thefe Endcavours been, asto many of you ; your wretct
ed Barrenne:s continuey, notwithftanding of all the Wa-
terings and Cultivations ot the divine Word, and Pru-
ning- of divine Providence ! The Earth fhews its Senfe
of the Sun’s Influence, and near approach in the Spring
Seafon, by bringing forth Flowers and Fruits, what a
charming Scene of Verdure and Gaiety, does the whole
Face ot Things open to the Eye in this Month ? But
tho' the Sun of the blefled Goipel thines in its exalted
Meridian, with unclouded Gleory full in your Faces;
tho' Hermon’s Dew drops upon you, and ye are vifited
with the former and the latter Rain ; tho’ the fovereign
and gracious God, has wrote to you the great Things of
his Law, and good Things of his Gofpel, in Characters
of Majefty and Compaffion, in Lines of I ove and Bloed ;
tho' the almighty Felowvahb has plac’d you in a fertile
Soil, and planted a choice,and roble Vine among you,
and fent the Rod of his Strength out of Zin ; 1 fay,
tho’ he has us'd all proper Meafures to reclaim you from
your Sin and Ruin; and that with great Importunity,
amazing. Condetenfion, and unwearied Continuance ;
fo that the Lord may juftly Expoftulate with you, and
fay, /1 hat could be bave done more for bis Vineyard e
mong us, than has been done, in order to make it fruitful 2
And yet when he Jooks Year after Year fur Grapes, be-
pold wild Grapes ! 1fai. g
But [ proceed to the
3d Thing propes’d, which was to thew wkat Hord
Sinners fhould hear ; and how the Scriptures appear to
be the Aord of God.
" Now that Word, which uncenverred covetous Sin-
ners efpecially thould héar, is the ##ord of God, contain’d
in the 1acred or holyScriptures. But how does it appear
that the holy Scriptures are the Word of God ? And
what Word of the Scriptures fhould unconverted co-
Vetous Sinners particularly hear 2 Now the following
| | Reafons
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Reafons or Arguments are, I think, a fufficient Anfiver
to the fir# Queftion. That the facred Scripturesare the
Word of God is evident, o

1. From the Pcz-men of them : The Conne&ion of
their Writings fhews themto be AMen «f Seafe ; and the
continual Oppofition they met with in their Work,
from numerous, politick, powerful, and malicious Ene-
mies, proves that they could 1erve no fcilar Defign,
either of Honour or Intereit by it.  Now that Men of
Senfe fhould run the greateft Rifques, and tface the moft
hideous Dangers, in order to prop gate what they knew
to be an Impcftare, and that without any Selfifh Views,
is what cannot be accounted for by human Reaftn.
And the principal Things the Apoftles gave uniform
and {tedfalt Teftimony to, both by their Word and
Writings, were Matters of Fact ; which were plainly
obvious to the Senfes; fuch things as they had feen,
heard, and felt ; and therefore were liable to no Mir
take in the Matter. W hat is the Subftance of the Gof-
pel, but a Relation of the Life, Spreches, and Actions,
- the Death, and Refurrection of Jefus ; with the Benefits
he thereby procured for his People, and the Terms up-
on which an Intereft in them may be obtain’d ? 1 here-
fore, I fay, the Apoftles were liable to no Miftake in the
Relation they give, unlef8 it had been wilful ; and it is
{trange to conceive, that they fhould be guiity of this
without any Temptation ; and fo Seal what they knew
to be falfe by their Blood !

2. 'The Doffrines of the holy Scriptures prove them
to be the Word of God ; for,

(1.) There is a pleafing Simplicity, and yet [olemn
Majcfly, often fweetly confpiring in one and the fame
Paragraph ; the like of which is not to be found in any
other Writings under Heaven.

(2.) The Tendenry of the Do@rines contained in the
Scriptures is to exait God, enoble and perfect the Nature
of Man ; here we have a raticnal Defuription of our
Difeate ; I mean of our eriginal and inherent Pravity,
and the efual kvils that flow from it, as well of the
complicated and pregnant Dangcees thereby ‘inctlfx};(i;
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free from the fabulous foolith Tlights of the Pzgan Poets,
concerning their feignea Bex of Pander ; from which
they dream’d that all the Evils fir® fprung, that now
inteft the human Race ! And here we have a Methid ¢ff
Cure open’d, and every Way worthy »t God, and fui-
ted to the Miferies of Man ; a Method n whichall the
Attributes of the divine N=ture, fhine with furprifing
Glory, inzxpreflibie Magnificence, and ftately Majeity ;
a Method in which is abundaatly providea preper.Re-
medies tor all the Miteries and Maladies of the human
Nature.

(3.) The Harmony of the Scriptures, is an Evidenee
of their Divinity. Thatamongft fuch a vaf Variety of
Weriters, writing in fuch different Times, ard diftant
Places, there fhould be fuch a beautitul Harmony, is ad-
mirable, and not to be found in any meer human Wri-
tings on karth !

(4.) The divire and fupernatural Efficacy of the hely
Scriptures,in wounding the Secure,and bealing the Con-
vinc'd ; in changing the inward evil Difpofitions of Men’s
Hgatts, and reforming their outward badCourfes of Life,
is g-Moft manifeflt Evidence that they are the Word of
God ; inafmuch as he fmiles upon them, and concurs
with them as Means, frequentiy in all Ages, to produce
fuch fupernzitural, ngble Eff2cts, as none but himfelf can
Form. The Word of God is 4uick and powerful, fbarper
than any two-edged Sword, Heb. a. 11. The Law of
God is perfett, comverting the Seunl, Pfal. 19. 7. The
Statutes of the Lord are right, rejsycing the Heart.

(5.) The Ariiquity of the facred Scriptures, is alfo an
Argument of their divine Authority ; for the Peara-
Zeuch, or five Books of Mofes, are of an e/der Daic thax
any human Wrritings. The moft ancient Things that
the Pagan Hiftorians write of, are the Tieban and Trojan
Wars; as one of their Number witneffes, in the follow
ing Verfe ;

Gsr fpra Bellum Thebanum, ¢z funera 'i’roje ;
Nim alias alie, quoque res, cecimere Poete ¢
Why, faid he, did not the Poets {peak of other Things,

before the Trgjanand Thebas Wars { Now thefe things
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happen’d long after the Writings of Mefes. The hely
Scriptures give a hiftorical Narrative of the moft ancient
Things, viz. The Creation, and the Flood, and which
none but GOD cou’d know. [t’s true, the Pagan Quid
in ks Metamorphofis, having borrow’d {ome broken
Hints from the Hiftory of Mofes, has {fome poetical ob-
fcure Blights. concerning the Creatien and the Flood ;
he talk: or the Chaos, which he fays was a rude indigeft-
ed Heap, exifting before the Sea, Ekarth and Heavens,

Anie mare et terras, ot quod tegit ommia celum,

Unus erat toto, naturce vultus in orbe,

O uem dixere chaos, rudis indigeflagque moles.
But tells us not who made thisChaos. "W hereas Mofes's
Account of the Order of the Creation, is exa&, perfe®
and natural, in it he reprefents the Almighty as aing
with infinite Grandeur and Majefty, with infinite Eafe
and Omnipotence ; Fehovah {pake, and lo the Earth
exifted, “twas but 2 Word, and behold a World ! Ovid
alfo fpeaks of the Flood under the feign’d Names of
Deucalion and Phirra,

Leucalion lacrymis, ita Phirram affatur abortis.
But fome of his Flights are fazbulous, and all but ofa no-
vel Original, compar’'d with the Writings of Mofes.

3. The Aiteffations given to the holy Scriptures,
proves them to be the very Word ot God.

(1.) By the Fulfiliment of antient Prophefies, concerns
ing contingent Events, to be brought toIffue after Hun-
dreds, yea Thoufands of Years were elaps'd ; viz. fuch
as thefe, concerning the Me/ffiab, his Birth, Life, and
Death, the Deftrution of the Fewi/b State, and the In-
gathering of the Gentiles ; which we fee with our Eyes,
are exaltly brought to pafs. Now it is as fimply Impof-
fibie for any human Underftanding to pierce the Veil
of Futurity, and foreree by theSituation ot fecond Caufes;
at {0 great a Diftance of Time, thefe Events which had
no neceflary Dependance upon them ; but were the
Produce of the chargeable Wills of Creatures, who act
. bv Deliberation and ra‘ional Complacency. And,

(2.) The Atteftation by Miracles,which were wrought
by Chrift and his Apaftles, in Confirmation of the Doe-

sings
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f¥ines contain’d in the Scriptures ; thele were W orks
tranfcending the Verge, and contrary to the ftated Or-
der of Natuore ; Works that were profitable in their
Nature, to M ankmd and thus exactly agreable to the
Prophet Ifaial’s PrediGtion, Ifai. 35. \V ko fpezkinz of
Gofpei- Times, fays, That then the Eyesof the blinld hall
be ovon'd, and the Ears of the deaf zmﬂrﬁpm' thea fball
th> lame Mo leap like @ Hurt, and the Tongue cf the
dumb fhail fing. W orksthat were many in Number ;
Works wrouorht in the moft pubhc‘( aner, bhfo‘c
Multitudes f Spectators, Enemies as well as F ricrids,.
and that in an Inftant of Time, by the meer Beck of
his commanding Pleafure, as in the Works of Creation,
either wholly wi'hout Means, of without fuch as were
adapted to the Effe¢t proluc’d. Thus our blefled Sa-
viour having an abfolute Empire over Nature, fpake the;
fenfelels Dead into Life and Motion, the Sick iatg
Health, and the bluftring Winds and angry De;psmta
ah undifturb'd Calm ; he causd the Eafs of thé Deaf to
hear his Word, the Eyes of the Blind to behold hjs
Beauty,and the Tongues of the Dumb to fing his Praife ;
ina Moment he made the 1gngrant Vulgar proclalm the
Glories of his Grace and Power, in all the learn’d Lan-
guages, which thév were utter Strangers to before.

The blefled God having made rational Creatures, who
are thereby capable of moral Service ; it’s but reafonable
tg fupm‘e ‘that he would sive thema Rule todirect thein
' it, feeing he is both wife and gracious, and lLeft knows
What will be moft acccPtable to himfelf. 1It's equally
abfurd to imagine, either that God wou'd make hls
Creatutes for no noble Defcm, or refufe to give theid
J'Ireéhom how to obtain it, and {o grant xubhme ?owcm
It vain t It’s alfo abfurd, t6 conceive that an mum*eiy
Wife and good Ged wou'd vouchfafe a Revelation to hijs
(‘r\.atmes, deftitute of fuch diftinguifhing Chara&ers of
s Divinity, as might manifeft it; Author ; efpec;ally
Confidering that fev veral fpurious Ores have labourd to
obftrude themf:lves uponr Mankind ; and that alafs ¢
hot without fatal Suceils, upon the Imwunt angr Cre-

Culgiss; |
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The Nocelfity of a f'upermt ral Revelation to guide,
Men to Happi nefs, fince the Foiof /fda'm, 1S eipeually
evident, from th\, orxfuhan of Sentiments among
the Pugans, concerning the fupream Geod.  Farro

reckons no tels than 1/’i£’6’ Hurdred different Opinions
- amorg them about it their greatPhilofophers, were alle
ém vy of gretbla ndcw, in their Notions of the Nature
ot r\,.mvm an 1\ ertue. 1'hey were utter Strangers
toiunmn ural Principles and Aims i religious Awons

1‘10“« 'd of Re-x crge, and many ot their rcligious thes
were obivens and ludicroas. And fince the Flood of
Negh, the Life of Man ic fo contracted, that it renders
zfapm'uatuml cxternal and durable Revelation necef~
fary, to fupy the Rcom of the primeval ( or antient )
patriarc ml Tradition.

Now real B m Jes wrought in Cenfirmaticn of Dec-
trezes deliver’d, are the frrc'L Scal of Heaven, confirm-
1ng the divine M ifion ot the Perfons, who dechle fuch
Loctrines ; and ‘o by Contequence 11rdrdwbl"e\1dence
the Trath of the Dozirinesthemicives. Now no fup-
pos'd Revelation has preten tedMiir des for its \ ouchers,
with any Plauftility, or Probabi ility, but the Chriftian ;
the feign’d Miracles of Apuicn’ s Tyeneus the Pagan,
were ridiculoas in their Kind, and fo unworthy of Cre-
dit ; fuch as making (“P‘ and Platters dance upon a
Tabe. We can’t, without croffing the Dictates of
Re?ﬁm, {uppols, tmt the divine Mﬂjcuy will exert his
almighry Power in producing 17 llllu, and working Mi-
racles of no Moment \nd the fuppos'd Ivliracies of
Mabimet, were of *1 e {:me Stamp ; nothing but fabu-
Iou: Dreams and uie'c’s I rifler, ot no Service to Man-
kin ; fach as his (pliting the Moon, Affes and other
Beafts defirins his Prayers, a Fifl’s fpeaking to him
privately at the T'able af .cr it was drefy'd, that he thou'd
not eat of it becauie it was poifon’d ; though others did

et of it and rcceivid no Damage. A Pidgeon’s picking
Pcac out of L Ear 5 and an (/xo coming to him with

a Leaf of the Alceran upon bhis Horn ; thefe were all
hh Miricles that ever 1 read of, excepting his bafty
Voyase trom Mecea to }’era[a/em upon his Beaﬁ Ellfbo‘

Fain y
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roch ; and from thence to Heaven, and back again in
the roth Part of a Night. It may be objected, That
Devils may do extraordinary W orks, which may appear
to us to be miraculcus, as is evident from that ot the
Egypiian Magicians. [ anfwer, It’s true the Pevilshave
great Power ; but it is contrary to the Goodnefs of the
divine Nature, to fufler them to work fuch Worksin
Confirmation cof falfe Doctrines, as leaves thofe he has
no: abandon’d for Sin, under an incvitab'e Neceflity of
receiving an Impofture for Truth; furely the Truth
and Goodnefs ot the divine Nature, will encline him to
difcover the Fallacy, befcre the whole Scene be ended.
The I"evils cou’d, no doubr, fcon deftroy the whole ra-
tional C-eation, and peflibly tear the great Glote we
tread upon in Pieces ; and they have Malice enough to
do the former, if they were permitted. but we know
by Experienze, that their Power and Malice is limited
by divine Providence, blefled be Ged for it. As to thé
Egyptian Magicians, their Sorcery and Crait was c¢ifco-
ver'd to Contempt, before the Scene concluded ; and
it's probable, that for this Purpofe, they were permitted
to go fo far 2s they did. Now it appears evident, by
Ged’s Dealings with the Chriftian Nations, that he has
net quite abandon’d them (as he indeed might in Juitioe)
inafmuch as he follows the Revelation they have, by a
divine Power, to the changing the wicked Tempers and
Practices of many. [ mayadd, That fuppofing the in-
fernal and unclean Gholts cou’d perform Works that
feem miraculous, yet we cannct without the groffeft
Abl”urdity imagine, that having fuch deep Penetration,
ind long Experience, they are fo weak in Politicks, as
to accomplith them, in Confirmation of fuch Truths, as
have the directeft Tendency to oppofe: their Inclinations,
detect their Wiles, and deftroy their Government ; Ly
tonforming degenerate’ Creatures to the moral Excel-
lesicy of that God they hate, and fo preparing them
for the eternal Lnjoyment of him. Surely as our ford
lerv'd, If Sezan's’ Kingdom be divided againff it/ Ifs
# cannor fand, |
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Bat’

(3 ' The Attéftation or Witnefiof the Holy Spirit,
isamot fwest, fatistactory and fufficient Evidence, of
the D::inity ot the anpture , to thoie that have it,

Tothe fecond Queftion ( atoretaid ) I anfwer, That the
Word of t“e Scriptures which unconverted covetous
Sinn-rs thaa'd I.Lx"n viarly hear, is the Threatnings in
o=ncry, foattese! up and dewn the divine V\ord
For thefe are thelr proper but onferable Portion, and
thefe Threatnings and Curtes in fpecial, which are di-
rv:*ed as Flathes of Lightning, to their Cate ! InGed’s

vame [ charge you to confi icr and apply thefe follow-
ing; Pl o 17, The wicked fhall be turned into Hell,
and all the ufz*trﬂs that forget God.  And Ephef. 5. 5, 6.
For this ye knzw, that no /1 horemonger, nor uncle an Per-
fon n9- coveteis NMan, who is an Idolater, bath any Inke-
ritaace in the Kingdom of Chrif, and f G ed. Let no
Nien deceive you with vain Herds @ for becoufe of
thel> Tiivos cometh the Jitath of God upen the Children

¢ Dif shedicrer.

But [ haften to the
dfh Thing propos'd, which was to thew, Hew the
Hoaord of Ged jmwd be heard ! And indeed it ought to

be h\.ald
Bebicvingly, as the very Word of God, as a Mef-

f°0'= fram Heaven to us; for veriiy the Word will not
pzoht u3, unlets it be mix d with Faithin them that hear
. Attent IuC[)' ; with due Reverence and Concers ;
conﬁ\.cnno the wr/zP Inpertance of its Truths tous. It
i+ recorded to the Commendation of L, a, that fbe at-
tinded to the Things that were [poken lzy Paul, Acts 106.
I 4
3 dppiicatioely ; fearching our felves by what i
fysken,and apr ')lww cvery one his own proper Portion;
we fhould be as faithful to our felves herein,as Nathan to

Daoid.
4- Ob:diently; afing in our after walk, according: to

the Word of God we hear, James I, 22, 23. But be
o
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ye Daers of the I1ord, and not Hearersonly, dceciving veur
felves.  For one that kears the lord, eni c(ocs it nct, is
like one who bebelds bis Face in a Giafs, {pics 1ome Spots
in it ; but after he leaves the Glafs, forgets them, and
{o goes on contentedly.
The Application of this is ealy, if ye are bat willing,.
The

rth Thing propos’d was tothew, W'y all Mci, and
epecially uncomverted covctous Sinnors, [bruld boar tie
Itord of God. The Reaons are thele,

1. Becaufe God commands it in the Words of our
Tex*, and many other Places; O Earih, Earth, Earth,
bear the 17 ord of the Lord.

2. It’s neceflary as a meczn to Converfon and Salva-
tion ; tor Fuith comes by Hearing, and Hearirg by the
Word of Ged. Ile cax’t kear without @ Freacicr, and
be can’t preach witheut be bz fent, Rom. 10.

3. He that n glec?s hearing the Word of G2d, when
he has Opportunity, defpifes Chrift, Luke 10. 11, 10.

4. The Co .fideration of the State of the Daiined, is
1 fufficient Excirement to this Practice ; who for deipi-
fing the Lizht, are put into utter Darkneds.

I proceed to the InPROVEMENT,
A d,

I. Seeing all 7 Ten in general, are Eaerth; Thisfhsuld
learn us to he hzmble How vain and feolifh isi: to be
p‘roud of Beauty, or Apparel ¢ Time will {foon draw
Furrows in your Faces ; and the Graze, to which you
are haftening, will quickly confume the'e Bodies, which
youare now pampering, and reduce them to gathtul
Skeletons ! And are not our Garbs Signatures of Shame,
fes'ng our Sin produc’d the Necefliry of them ? W hy
then thould Pride fit upon their Skirts? And,

2. Seeing that covercous Simaors, in particular, are
Farth; this 'earns us the dangerous S:ate of fuch Men.
Which appears in the following Farticulars,

1. God hat:s them ; Pfal. 10. 3. For the Iicked
boafesh of bis Hearts Defire, and biel] th the Cozerons,
whom the Lord abborreth” Tho' wicked People prai‘e

M 3 fuch




170 The Dicinity of the Scriptures,

{-ch Nzbals, and call them Indvfrious Men, yet the
great God abhors them.

2. The Lord carfes them ; Hab. 2, 6. 710 unto bim
phat loloth .bing/é//”witb thick Clay.

3. Thae Lord will 4 -y and condemn the Covetous,
hm 2. 13. For be fpall bazve Fudgment without Mercy,
sho berh fheved my Morey. TThofe that will be rich,
faith the Apoitle Pasl to 1zmot/7y, fall into many burt-
Jjul Lufts, which drown Men in Defiruction and Perdition,

The 2d UsEk isof Examnction.

Pray, my Brethren, let us examine our felves ; a 1
fee, if the ﬂorexad CharefZers of Unregeneracy and
COVCtO“(.le\ do not cleave clofe to fome of us ? For do
ve not live iccurel" and contentedly in a State and
Conrﬁ. of Sin ? \/V ithout ever being thoroughly con-
vinc'd of the Livil and Danger of either 2 Do not your
‘\ﬂ'c :ons, Thoughts, Spezches and f’m;:ons moft freely
nd geaerally run to the World and the Flefh ? And
are not vor more aclizhted with qu:h 'y Things than-
heay el‘y, for the chier Part of your Time? Anddo
not fome of us either ne/e/ to hear the Werd of God,
fome timss when we ha\ e Opporuunit Y to hear, through
Sioth or Indifizrance? Or, If we do ae'vr, do it not be-
lieving, attentively, apolicatively, oheliiont 1) ; but on
the mtrmy, hear 1t onl\j as the 71 %r of @ Vian, with
Ind: ﬁexencc, not applyl g our own Powion, or doing
according to what we hear ; but obierving Peoples
CIOR‘I 8c Carriage, more than the \No*i tha: iz fpokpn ;
or apptying Portions to other P(.ople, vwiile in the mean
tme we n' aiell our felves. Alas ! How many forget
the Word, “and that t'll‘O‘leh Carelefendss, as foon as
they hearit.  Asfor {uch w ‘o Defire and Endeavour
to r:omember the {mej Traths tne\, hear, and yet
cinnat as they woald ; the gracious God wiil pity
e W e inefs, and "c.o them. And how {oon do
many tak of worldiy T SRS nt« thewri ¢ God's Word
upon nis own Iy ? ”i hisis a plain Lvilence, that they
don’t Lieor arieht, viz.o os irﬁ-‘; T ord of the living Gody

1" ]\1(‘
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which they fhall quickly give account of telcre his
Bar.

Ee exhorted then, Sirs, in the Name of Chrift, to
endeavour to hear the Word ot God in a right M anner.
OEarth, Earth,Eartb, kear ye the/lcrd ¢f t.eLord. And
to this End avoid the tollowing Hindrances, viz. Pride,
(Jer. 13. 17.) Prejudicc, and /1 andringscf Heart. And
on the contrary, ye fliould take Pe’zs with your Hearts
before you come to hear ; ai.d encourage good Motions
rais’d in you by the Word ; thro' earneit Supplication
to God, and laborious Practice of your Daty.

To excite you to this, confider,

(1.) That but few hear aright  In the Parable of the
Sower, three Sorts were bad, and but gne good.

(2 ) Bare heasing the W ord ot God, unlefs you com-
ply therewith, will but e}\creafe your Damnation. It
thall be more tollerable for Sod.# and Gemer, ba than
for you. :

(3.) You muft Reckon with God for your prefent Op-
portunitics ; and unlets yca h-ar him now {peaking to
you by his Word, he will not hear you, when i’efola-
tion, Diftres and Deftruction comes as a W hirlwind
upon you, but rather mock at your Calamities, Proz. I.
I add no more at prefent.

oSy A A R ARG -
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Legal Bow bent,
O R.

Arrows on the String,

Againft the

K I N G's Enemies.

IN TWO
DISCOUVURSES

On Pfal. 33. 3, 4, 3.
W HEREIN
The natural Enmity of fecure Sinners againft CHRIST 3
and the Manner of their Redution to his Obedience,
by a Work of Conviction, is deicribed.
Preach’d at New-Brusfwick in New-Ferfey,

April 23. 173%.

By Gilbert Tennent, A. M.

Minifter of the Gofpel there.

]er: 23. 29. Ismot my Word like as a Fire, [ait]h the Lord? And
like a Hammer that breaketh the Rock in Pieces 2

[rou——

B OS TO0N: Printed in the Year 17 30.
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lars, I have thought it my Duty, to infift frequently up-
on this Subject in the Courfe of my Miniftry ; and there-
fore do now, not unwillingly, offer fome of my Thoughts
upon it to publick View ; being perfwaded that the Sub-
ject is fuitable to the pretentTimes; & I cannot but with
with all my Heart, tnat the aforefaid Subject was more
requently and generally infifted on, both from the Prefs
and Pulpir, thanit - ! [ am perfwaded it would con-
duce much to promote, and ipread vital Religion, thro’
the Nations ; which is at prefent, alas forit ! in many
Places, in a very languithing State.  Smooth Stories a-
bout ‘icral Iirtue, and the fvveet Anodynes of the pre-
cious Promiies promifcuoutly propos'd, wiil not do toa-
Jarm this letharpgick Generation, out of their periljus
Slumbers ; No! No! The Ax muft be laid to the Rt
of the Tree, betore it wili bring forth good Fruii ; the
Deceits of the Heart and Dangers of a fecure Siate,
m it be declai’d ai:d deiounc’d vith Plainnefs ang Pun-
gency.  Pretending to bui.d before the Foundation is
laid, is very nidicuicus ! [s pitty then it fhould te fo
frequently attempied -5 it is. ,
O Reader ' [ beieech thee, for C.rift’s Sake, t) exa-
‘mine thy State by the tollowing Difcourfes. If thou
halt not hai a Work of Convidon or Humiliation
wrought in thee, traft not the cranfient T -aws of thy
Affecticns,and outward Strictnefsof - hy Liie ; for thef:,
without the tormer, are (ordinarily) but the Prod-ice of
feltith Nature, the common Worki gs ot the Spirit, or
.a Delufion of the Devil.  Iremain thy Servant tor Jefus
Sake.

G. 7.
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Leoal Bow bent,
O R,
Arrows on the String,
Againft the

K I N G’s Enemies.

B

PsAL 45. 5, 4 5

Thine Arrows are fharp in the Heart of the King’s Ene-
mies ; whereby the People fall undeor thee,

W‘)C%')"X;‘)@ HESE Verfes do nobly point out the -

}

magnificent Triumphs of the victo-

%%@ r1ouS Arms of Zion’s King, over 21l his

Enemies, either in Mercy or Judg-

3

ment for their deep Humiliation or

eternal Damnatxon ; thexr Convic&tion or Cenfufion.

Aad in them we have more particularly thefe 4 Things
confiderable,

o i G -

—

8%% N glorious State,and unbroken Strength,, -
g of the Meffiab's Kingdom ; and the

}
!
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1,8 Tic Sinner’'s Enmity deicSed.

confideratle, (1.) The Chara“cr of the Aleab’s Per-

fon. (2.) The Scege of his Ware 3) K martial

Furuituie. (3.) 1he Sucee's of his Arms. |
Anc.

(1.) We have the Chara&.r of the Ve(fl:al’s Perfon,

ViZ. ‘That he ism# Vielhiy. Thi-indeed is one of his

?

Titles o Flonour, 13 ¢ 6. 74 mskty Ged of Hofts,
1o eteniofi g fath oree- T bim @i F doer i Fiven in
Licazen epd o Ferib, Nacth, 28 180 Ao Failk cit /15
Ferore, anl cn bis Dby & Nawe written, KING OF
KIXGs, «nd Lokp ¢v LORD: ! Rev. 10. 16. It’s
doubtles the infinite Power ot Chrilt, vwhich mskes him
fo fucceisrol and victorions in all his varlike Expediti-
ons; and more than a Match for all the Creation of
God ! But,
(2.) Wehave an Account of the Scepe and Defion of
- ks Wars; and that is to promote the valuable Intevefis
of Truth, Mcekne!, and Kightcen's [55 which hadalmo't
perified off the Earth, Chrift kim@lf is the /i ay, the
Douth, and the Life ; the Subftance of all the autient
P:opheile; and Types. And in retpect ot his Aleelaels,
he is comparcd to a / amb, which wien itisled to the
Slaughter, openeth not his Mouth ; and in him, who is
the Lord our Righiceuluefs, the great God has declar'd
his Righteoufnets or Juitice it 2 wonderful Manner ;
v.Z. In ap Icting his beloved Son with the Yunithments,
which they whom he reprefented deterved ; rather than
that Sin thou d pals unpunithed ! “ And indeed itis
“ the great Drift of rhe Gofpel of Chrift, which is Truth
““ in its Hiftories, Iviecknefsin its Promies. and Righ-
 teountes in its Precept: ; to eflablifh 1 ruihin Speech,
* Mecknefs in Dipofition, and Righteouimefsin Action ;
“and fo f r a: the Gofpel prevails with Men, it rectifies
% their Miftakes by the Licht of 71'ruth, controuls their
* Puflions by the Fower of Moo nefs, and gaverns their
“ Heares & I ivee Ly the Taws o ,"I-‘-.ig,;ht«'(;)uiilcl?'.” The
whole F:ime of the Goipel is caleuluted to deftroy the
Works of the Devil,5.coricrm Men to the Ininge of the
moft high God, which confifts in Righteounefiand trug
Holinefs, |
| Bat,
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But,

(3.) We have an account of the maeriic] Firzitare of
the King, viz. his Sword, his Glory, and his Majoiv,
By the Sword we are to unlcrtand the Iierd of Gy
for this is call’d the Swerd f bis Spirit ;5 by the Threat-
nirgsof the Werd ttoure Sinners are conviac'd, and by
the Promies of the \Word convine'd Sinners are periws-
ded to embrace Chrift nra King, and malmt to uis Go-
vernment. W hen the Kitg's Arrovsare fharp in tha
Fiearts of his Enemies, then do the Peop'e tall under
him.  This Sword, which is oirt on the Thizh of Chrify,
15 the {ame which is faid to procesd out of his Meath,
Reo. 19. 15. When the blefled _ipofiles were fent to
evangelize the Natious, then the almizaty JESTS oirt
his Svoerd upon his T'hisgh, and efpecially vwhen ke ac-
companies the W ord preached wich his Loly Spirit, and
makes it fharper than any twe-eaged Sword m theHearts
of Men. O then ! he appears in the Eyes of Sinners,
1 his (rlery and Maojefty ; they lehold with Amaze-
ment and Terror, the Glory of his J.frice ; and the
Majeity of hi:Powerand Greatneis: And when it prealas
the eterral Son of God to apply effcciually the precioss .
Promiies of the Word to Sinners, then do they behold
with Wonder and Ravithment, the furprifing Glory of
the Redeemer’s Grece and Love ; and the e preqiihle
Luftre and amiable Masefty ot hiv Perion ! O how dear
and precious ! How ftately and glorious ! How lovely
and magnificent ! does the unipgakably precious and
very venerable Lord Jefts appear in the Lyes of his
People, in the Day of his Power, in the Day of his E-
fpoutals ! And in thy Majefly vide profpereufly ; this fis-
nifies both the Pramife ot his Father, that he fhould do
fo, 1. e. That the Pleafurc of the Lord fbosld projper in
his Hands 5 that bz fhoxld fec the Travail of his Seul ;
end divide the Spoil with the fircag, fai. §3. 10, 11, 12.
and the Petition of his People, that be would do fo;
namely, that he wou'd exert the Glory of his Power
and Grace, in fubduing Sinners to his Obedience, and
in deltroying implacable Enemies. Ride profperosfly,
this Phrafe alludes to Kings who were wont 2t ther
Coronaticn
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Coronation, to ride upon a gallant Steed ; or after a Vic-
tory, to fit in a triumphal Chariot ; the white Horie
upon which our Jefus rides, is the Hord of Truth, the
Gofpel of Salvation, Eph. 1.13. Rev. 19. 11. Heis
the faithful Witnels, who in Righteouinefs makes
“War ; whofe Eyes are asa Flame of Fire, ard whofe
Head is covered with many Crowns ; whofe Vefture is

?’ dipt in Blood, and whoie Mouth fends forth a fharp

| Sword, which fmites the Nations, Rev. 19. Thy rig!#
Hend fhall teach thee terrikle Things, i. e. 'Thy almigh-
ty Power, concurring with thy Word, fhall produce
Terrors in Sinner’s Hearts, that thereby they may be
brought to bow to the Scepter of the King ; and fub-
mit to the Laws of his Government, Foiz 16. 8. This
is more fully declar’d in the Words of our 'Text ; which
eontains two things remarkable.

(1.) A Deleription of the Nature of Men ; they are,
wkile unconverted, En-mies, Rebels,

(2.) A Defcription of the Manner of their Redufion
to a State of Subie-tion and Friendihip ; and that is by
the King’s Arrowsbeing fbarp intheir Hearts; by which
we are to underftanc the Threatnings of his Word, ap-

ly'd by his Spirit to their Confciences ; A%s5 2. 37.
hen this is done, then, and not till then, do Sinners
caft down their rebellions Arms, and fall proftrate at the
conquering Saviour’s Feet, covered with Shenie and
Trembling, with Dread of his juft Revenge. Then do
Sinners fue for Mercy earneftly,and fubmit to the Terms
of it fincerely ; then do the People fall under Chrift,
acknowledge Lis glorious Sovereignty, fubmit fo his
commanding Authotity, and implore his pardoning
Mercy. YThereis doubtleftan Allufion in the Phrale,
to tho'e who are overcomé in War ; Pfal. 18. 38, 30.
With what fubmiffive Court, and piteous Crys, will fuch
fupplicate the Conquetor, for their Lives ; when they
fee the Sword drawn by which they are ready to be
flain ; but fuch, who being peirced by the King's Ar-
rows, refufe Submifion to his Government ; fiall be
brought forth and {tabl’d to Death befcre him ! Luké
9. 27. Such Convictions are the YWounds éf Encriess

 d
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a Savour of Death unto Death, and a2 dreadful Prefagd
of an aggravated Damnation ; for Zjon's King will be
victorious over his Enemies: They muft either fall under
the reafonable Government of his L.aws; ot under the
fearful Crufh of the Feet of his Juftice, which are lik&
unto fine Brafs burning in a Furnace, Rew. t. 15. By
which they thall be ground to Powder, Matth. 21. 44.
They muft either bow to the mild and equal Scepter of
his holy Word, or be broken by the wrathful Stroaks
of his Iron Rod ! From the Words of our Text 1 obs
ferve thefe two Doffrines following, viz.

1. That all unconvinc'd and carnal Sinners are Ente

mies to the King of Zion.
And;

2. That fecure Sinmersmufft be convine'd by the Word
of Chriff, before they will fubmit to bis Gevernment.
His Arrows muft be fharp in their Hearts, befofe
they will fall under hir.

I return to confider the

it Dofrine, which was this, That all fecure and care

nal Sianers are Enemies to Chriff, the King of Zion,
In their Hearts they entertain meanand low Thoughts
 of kim ; they fee no Beauty in bim, that they fhould de-
fire bim, Ifai. g3. Pfal. 22. 6. Tama Worm and no Mas, a
 Reproach of Men, and de[pis’d of the Paople ; and foine
are not atham’d to exprefs their mean Thoughts of Chrift
in Words, either wondering at the Pains fome enlight-
ned Perfons take in feeking him, with the blinded Daugh-
ters of Ferufalem y Cant. 5. o. Fbat isthy Beloved more
thanancther’s Beloved? As if they had faid, What needs
all this Painand Labour in Purfuit of Chrit? We can-
ot fee any fuch peculiar Excellency in him as deferves
1t! Others fearlefly rend his venerable Name, and con-
temn his bitter Sufferings, by prophane Oaths ; but let
fuch remember, that the righteous God will not hold
them guiltle(s, ~xod. 20. 7. And that thatJe{us whom they
mow {oinfolently and ungratefully defpife, will come one
Day with great Glory and Maijefty, te exccure Judgment
- N #pom
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ghon ail, and o convince all that are Ungodly of thesr bard
Speeches, which ungodly Sinn.rs beve [poken cgainff bim,
Jude 14, 130 And whatever vain Pretentes fome fecure
and carnal Sinners, may make ot Liove to Chriit : donat
all of them prove themie!ves to be Enemies to kis Crof,
by their Lives ¢ W hile their Ged Js their feilv, iocr
Glory f:fv"'r Sbaoceyan! thovoanad ca oy Things, Thill g
18, 19. . -LJ. e Twies th: Vritor, they falute
him withan %a:7 V2.r, and a K75, by their fair Pro-
feffism, bat in the mean Time crucify him by a fi/thy

Fcfzvcrﬁl 7972,
The inpired A po“le Faxl, bears Witnefs to the aw-

ful Charge contained in the Doctrine 1 am ditcourfing
upon. Rom 8. 7- To2 carpal Mind is Enmity againft

God, for it Seiie ro the Law of God, meitker in-

deed can le U dren uhl ' Enmity 1s a high Degree

of fix’d and inveterate Anser, Spite and Reve enge ; Sand

yet tie VWitnefs s true, as mll appzar by what tollow: ;
For,

1. Secure :md carnal Sinners bate the Father o[('Lrtﬁ,
tecaufe of hiz giorions Perfections, efpecially thefe fol-
lowing, m'ne‘.v, his Holinefs, Juftice, and Qo"er\.xcnt\
Fis Hc!m‘ 55 thcy ditlike and harbour mean '} houoht\ o'y
Plal. co. 21. Ther thoughteoff Iwas wlrezether ﬁz(b a oie
asthy f2If.  H: Yufiice they dread to think upon, as the
Thief of t‘xe qal.u\.‘, thj pat the evil Day ajar :ff,
Amos 6. 3. Arndcry Peace, Peace, wii ile a fudden cer-
tain and (,rtauhu Plefirus ’fxon hau\,ﬂb to embrace them,
with its cpen Arms, ‘[/uf c. His Sovercionty,
they through tHe l’nue of their Hearts detpite and dif-
oult, they tay rhey aie Lords, tocy will come no m.re.
to bim, Jer. 2. 31

2. Secure Sinners hate the Per/on of Chriff, eipecially
becaufe ot his king I (,mkc, and {tri¢t Government ;
tuey will net bazo i is Aan to rule over them, Luke IQ
27. they harc the Laws ot his Government; and ima-
einz Obedience to them to be Slavery, although it be
reai Libercy ; for, i 7ie Son make us free, we fhall be
free indecd, Joan 8. 35. “1'he great Unes of the Earth
take Connfcl (icin in a hellifh League or Cabal) agai;ﬁ

roe
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tbe Lord and bis Ancinted fayinz, Lt usbreak thesr Bands
afinder, and caff therr Coirds frem us, Pial.2.2, 3. And
efpecially thofe Laws of Chrilt, which bear hard upon
their pleafant or gainful Lufts, are grievous to them, fo
that they fecreily with in their Hearrs, that there were
no fuch Laws, that {o they might take their full Swing
in Wickednes ; they atheiftically queilion the Ttruth
of Ch:ift in his Threatnings, aind impioufly contemn his
Authority 1n Lis Precpls. |

3. Secare Sinner- hate the $piri? of Chrije, which ap-
pears plainly in their oppofing his convincing Work, in
themfelves and others: WV hat holy Sz¢phen 1aid of the
unbelieving Fews, I may ailert of the unconvinc’'d Gez-
tiles s A&s 7. c1. 1v fiff-necked axd uncircumeis'd iz
Heart and Ears, ve do always rejift tee Holy Ghoff » cs
your Fatkers did, (o de ye. Thereus fuch bruiiifh Izno-
rance blended with hellith Spite in unconverte 1 Sinners,
that as they (mo! ly) are afraid of being convinc’d, and.
thercefore they foolifi:ly fear, and caretally fhun clofe
Converfation with fuch rodly Purions, as they think
wou’'d tell them their Dunger : fo when an unexpecied
At-ow from the Bow of Gol pierces them, they try,
with all their Might to pluck it out ; and it they can't
cure themfelves by their carnal Prayers, fome witl fiy
to the /P orid, with Cain, to drown their Trcubies, with
the Din and Caresof it; butif that won'tdo, they'li flee
to Dizerjions and cain Conxpasy, as troubled Sawl tohis
Fiddle ; and if this won’t do, they lldrink {trong Liquors
to remove their Melancholy, as they faltly and icolifh-
Iy call the Convinction of (zod’s Spirit in them: Verily
they are under Conviction like a yorag Bulléex, when the
Yoke is firit ¢t on him ; Fer. 3r. 18, Oriike a wild
Colt when it’s Grft bridled and rid, Fed 11,72, Trving
every Way they can to get it off ; and it throvg: the
Afiiftance of the Devil, or his Friends, they getit cff,
any way, they are heartily glad, and thinz ' mnielves
well off indeed. O horrible Igroraree! And” . tulMiad-
nefs ' What well oif; when ve are foriaken of God !

and prepar'd for Deftruliion?
| N 2 And
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And as fecure Sinners oppole the Work of the Spirit
of Chrift in themfelues, {o they oppofe itin others, ei-
ther in a greater or lefler Degree : They don't like to
hear of any convinc'd of, or diftreffed for Sin ; ; they are
apt to imagine that fuch are greater Sinners than others:
But fet fuch confider thofe Word: of Chrift, Luke 13. 3.
Or taey'll pity them who are under Soul- Trouble, for
they are prefently afraid that they’ll get into I’ upalr and
kill themfelves : Ah, ye poor blinded Creatures ! ye have
more need to pity ycur felves, for you are ina much
wor(e Cafe than they ; they are {enfible of - heir Danger
ard fo like to efcape “~ their Lives to Chrift; but you
are go'ng to Hell wi... a Lie in your Right Hand and
know 1t 1ot ; ye are in that Way nhnch {eems rlght to
a Man, the End whereof is the Way of Ceath ; the
God of this World has blinded your Eyes, left the Light
of the glorious Gofpel thould fhine upon you, and ye
thould be faved. Remember ye fleeping Hypocrites,
anl tremble at the'e awfal Words of C F*nt jonn 0- 3¢

For Fudgment I am come irto the Jerid, that thefe that
ﬁe not might [eo, and that thofe that fec’., migkt be made
blind, 1. e. That fuch who are puff’d up with aroundlefs
Conceitsof their W ifdom and Righteoufnefs, (as yeare)
nmight be given up toajudicial Blindnefsand Infatuation ;
while tke humble and fenfible Sinner is enlightned with
a faving Knowledge.

But fome will go further, and try by Counfels or
Scolts, tomurder bcgmwng Convitionsin others ; they
will tellthem, Why, what need you be {fo much troubled
you have never been guilty of Murder, or Thett, or
any fuch grofs Crimes; you have done thirand that ccod
Action, and God 13 mcrutul ; what, are you wifer than
your Forel fathers, and the chief of the Country ? Others
banter and lauoh at People under Soul-Troubles, and
efteem them crack-brain’ d, becaufe they mourn for their
Sins, and labour to fly from the VWrath to come ! Thus
like the old ’harifees, Thev neither enter into the King-
dom of Heaven them{elveo, nor {uffer thofe that are
entring to enter, O dreadful Spiie !

4. Secure
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4. Secure Sinners hate the Pesplz of Chriff in gene-
ral, becaufe of their Piety, as Cain did his Brother Abe;,
t Jobhn 3. 12. If they w:re of the Horld the World
would love trem ; but becaufe they are not of the World,
therefore the s orid bat:th thcm ; 1aith the bleflid jefus,
Join 1¢. 19. There are thefe feven Evidences of their
Hatred again{t them,

(1.) They fbun tham (efpecially when they have much
of the divine Prefence) as a Thing they hate. ;

(2.) They repoice to hear of their Falls ; thefe give
Eafe to their guilty Con{ciences which were gall’d be-
fore by the Holinefs of their Lives.

(3.) They fometimzs invent flanderous Reportsagain(t
them, to blacken their Character ; {fo the Prophets of
old, {o Chrift and his Apoftles were treated.

(4.) They unjuitly beighten their real Blemifbes, in
their Repre entation of them.

(5.) They charge the whole Body with the Faults of

me.

(6.) They judge them rafbly to be Hypocrites, with-
out any Evidence from their Lives ; thus they blafphe-
moufly take to themfelves, one of God’s incommunicable
Attributes. .

(7.3 They wnick-name their Fertues ; they afcribe their
beft Works to a fecret bad Caufe. Thus the Pbari{ées
dealt with our Saviour, Lzke 11. 15. Their Zcal they
term Faltion, Phrenfy or Imprudence: SoElijah was
treated by Abab, as a Troubler of Ifrael ; yea CHRIST
himfelf, and the Apsitle Paul, were deemed to be out
of their Wits, becaufe of their Zeal ; their Meeknefs
and Patience, is term’d Meannefs of Spirit and Cowar-
dife ; their Heavenlinefs and Diligence in the Duties of
Religion, is term’d Simplicity and Sloth. Thus fecare
and carnal Sinners belch out their Serpentine Venom
againft the fhining Piety of God’s People ; like Dogs
bark ng at the Moon, becaufe of its Brightne(s.

5. Secure and carnal Sinners hate the faithful Mini-
Aers of Chrif in vparticular ; as Abab did Micajah, be-
caufe they never Prophefy gcod of them b1t evi' : Tteir
clofe and powerful Preaching of the Word of Chrift,

N 3 frets
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frets their Confciences, and make them Storm and Rage
when Stephen, being full of the Holy Ghoft, had told
his Hearers plainly their Condition, they were cut tothe
Fc@it, and gnafbed vpen bimwith their Teeth, A&s. 7. ¢4,

But T proceed to the IMPROVEMENT of this Doftrine,

And fr-m i we may learn,

1. The berritle Depravity of ithe buman Nature, in

hat it is not only v01d of GooJ but has the ftrongeft
Anflp’!thy aaainftit, Rom.7.18  This affords ufficient
Matter of Shameand “~umiliation : W hat a dreadtul ?
Sight is it, to fee a Worm, that receiv’d its Being and
all its Benefits from God, {well'd big with Spite aoam{t
its Iviaker and Preferver ! And this is indeed thP Cafe
of Lver) naturat IMan.

. Hence we may learn, the abfolute Neceflity of
Reconcilf'afi :n to God by the Blood of Chrift, and Kens-
<ati:z by his Spirit, in order to eternal Salvation. For
there is boLh a lezal and moral Unfitnefs, in all carnal
and fecure People for Heaven ; they are condemn’d by
the I.aw as Rebelsand Enemies, Gu/. 3.10.  And thew
have Difpofition; of [Teart mpo‘"fe to the Holinefs ot
God ; now the firft muft be remov'd by ¥ ﬁ f)‘mz‘lc/z,
and the latter Ly Conzerfizn, otherwife they can’t be fa-
ved, Rom. 5. 1 ,0’,2 3. 2. Is zoainit Reafon to be-
lieve that God will toke Rehels and Enemies, eitherin
State or Difpofition, mto hi> Bo’om.

3. It the Cife be fo, as hasbeen reprefented, then we
need not wonder at wicked Men's Snar/ing again{t god-

ly Minifters and pious People, azif fome {trange Thing

happened ; there isan Enmity put between the Sced (f
the m,:un and the Seed of the Serpent ; and therefore,
as it was of old, fo it is now, He that was born afte’r the
Flefh, p1 f: cuted bim that was bors after the Spirit.
Tke better ycu are, and the more good you do the more
}fou will be hated by the I"evil and his Children ; for

e that will live godly in Chrifg Fefus, fbail fuffer Perfe~
¢uticg. Bat, If God be for you, who Jhall be againft you?

I
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I haften to the

2d U sE, which is of Examination and Convition.
Have ye ever found your felves Enemies to God the
Father, Son, and Spirit, and to the People and Se-vants
of God ¢ M CthﬂKS I hear fome f you an{wer me as
Hazael did Elifa, 2 Kigs 8. (2, I3. wien be told
him what Wickednefs he fhould do atterwards./! kat is
thy Servont @ D.g, 1hat I hould do this th-nz 2 W hat de
you think I am fuch a Monfter as ‘o hate God and his
PPoPle? I .corn your Words ! No, God be praifed for
it, I never hated God in my Life, nor any that was
Good ! But let me reply in the Name and Words of
my Lord and Maiter ; miferable Hypocrites; Ifyewere
birad, ye bould bave o Sin 5 but now ye [ay we [ee, there-
fore your Sin remains, ]ohn 0. 41. If ye faw your Sin
and Da: 1ger, and were humbled upon the account tnera-
of, there would be great Hopes of your obtaining Par-
don ; but now hecau & 'you are blindand puffed wp, your
Cafe is exceeding peritous and damnable ! If ye never
faw your felves En: mies to C* rift, as was before deicri-
bed, and never were anumbled on that account, as the
Lord lives, you are Enemies to him, and Rebels againit
him this Moment The Difeafe muft be krown and felf,
before it be remedy’d.

All you Rebela, Enemies and Hypocrites, who carry'
on the aforefaid Enmity againft God, his Work and
People, I exnort for your Souls fake, and charge you be-
fore God, that you lay down your Arms 1m.neu1atcly
and fubmit to the Terms of Peace proclumed by the
Gofpel. For your Rebeilion is #s7uf, againit vour right-
ful Lord who has made you ; wzoratefa/ aaamﬁ: your
gracious Lord who preferves you, and off:rs Peace upon
eafy ana reafonable Terms ; as well as usreafinabl: a-
%Nnﬁ: your own Happinefs. Ye rcannor maintain a

ar with-Succefs agrinit a God ot infinice Wifdom and
almmhty Power ; who are but fhaiiow, {rail Crea ures.
He is wife in Heart and mighty in Strcm:th, who bas
hardned bzm/elf againft bim and profp:red 2 Therefore

feek, feek fpeedily and fincerely, Reconciliaricn to(tm;:
THY

T
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God arinft whom you have rebeil’d : And to this End
ﬁri've"io be convinc'd of and bewil yonr natural Bp.
ity and Mifery. Which naturaily l=sds me to the

2d Doffrise 1 was to fpeak upen, which was this,
pamely, That the Hearts of fecure Sinners muft be
pierc'e by Chriff's Arrows, (or convinc¢'d by his #ord
and Spirst ) betore they will fubmit to his Govern-
yeat, | |

But the Confideration of this I fhall Yeave till the Af
tarnoon, amd 1 cunclude at prefent,

AR AINAFA X X AR XEN
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Legal Bow bent,

OR,
Arrows on the String,

Againft the

K I N G‘s Enemies.

LS 2R ISR SR SRR L AR LTS L2 2T R T

SERMON JL
ON

PsaL. 45. 3, 4 5.
Thine Arrews are fbarp in the Heart of the King's Exe_
izs : whereby the People ;"3il under thee.

‘\T the Forenoon I difcours’d upon the na-

tzzral Enmity of fecure Sinners againft

(,hnﬁ I roceed now to obferve thc fol-

lowing Doﬁrmal Propofition, which is
@ this, namely,

That the Hearts of focure Simners mufi be pierc'd by
Chriff's Arrows,{or convinc'd by bis #Vord and Spirit )

before they will fubmit ta bis Gevernment. :
n
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In difcourfing upon which I thall ~urfue - the follow-
ing Order, ( r) Open the Nature of Convitzion. (2)
E\phm the Noture of Subjeciiom to Chriff. (3.} Shew.
ths A "rdx.y of the ferizer in order to obtain the Jatter.
Aud lalt 5 imsreze the whole to practtice.

And

1. [am to open the Nature of Convittion. To which
purpe ¢ it wi: H be necefliry to-fprak to theie four thmg
reipeciing it, viz. Its Aiads, Cau/es, Ingredients and Ff-
f-::‘.";. And,

. Conviction mav he fid to e two-fold, viz. legal
ana earzelical, the i ff principally iprings from Fear,
and oces before Couv:rfon, kom. 8 15. The later
caieily from fste, and follows afterit, J/fal 51. 4

2. Astothz Ce +/vs of Conviaion, let it be obferv’d,

t. That the insalfive or firf mocing Caufe of that
Conviction which haya faving Itue, is the eleffize Love
¢t Go7'. Rom. & 10

2 "1 1ot the me Fitoricuscr ¢ ‘eferving Caufe is the Death
of Ciriff, Eph. 1. 3, ..
3. 'I sar the inframental Cauf? (generally) or wufual

cr Convizion, is the Word preach’d ; and hence
omnara to . /e, and a Hainier that breaks the Reck
27 iy Jer 150200 Becaule as Fire difiolves hard Me-
3% 10 doss the W erd when apply’'d by the Spiric of
Gl d Taive ord Fearts ;. Saul and Mar Magz /7"1’72
crzominent Proots of il Truth, 45 o. 6. Lake
Al o ,?ire pains living Bud;es, fo the Word "ppl"
Wil ouity Con crnicey, e, 180 14 And asa Ham-
r.z—:ri:t. the Workman's Hzm‘ ferves to brezk Rocks
it ojaren Nale; oo the \Word apply’d by the uplr‘fa
; inches Ceonvictions, as a Nailin a
fire Pz ‘e, Fc 1. Its on this Account alfo that
th: Waord is compard in our Context, to a Sword girt
¢ the ‘f‘mb of Ceorilt ; and nifewhere 0 a Tweo-edged

torois, tatens and

Moo dBlere gt "n divid ng afunder of Soxd and bp'flf-,
Hc"i..:.. . Vo atap fJ,'?'L od Sword proceeding ot of
Cirfi's M '"*b becanie of it's quick and penetratu.J

Vertee; ;W nich {'} \W‘!y and powcrfully pierces the in-

nermolt Parisof the Soul, asa Sword the Rody ; as alfo
bcc.aqic

s,
-
Ta
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becaufe of its contrary Effects upon different Perfons, as
a Sword with two Edges cuts contrary Ways ; fo the
Stabs of this Sword of God, when improv'd, iffue in the
Converfion of fome, and fo prove a Savour of Life unto
Life : Aud being oppos’'d and abus’d by others, iflue in
their Obduration, and fo are tothem a Savour ot Death
unto Death, the Wounds of an Enemy. To this Pur-
pofe it is, that the Law which is ufually the chief In-
{trument of the Convi&tion of Sinners, is compar'd to a
Schee!mafier, Gal. 3. 24. As a Schoolmafter fcourges un-
toward Chiidren, tobring them totheir Duty, fo the Al-
mightyGod by the Curles of thelaw, asby {o manySteel
Whipe, fcources the Confciences of the Secure, that by
the Smart of their Miery, and Senfe of their Inability
to help themielves, they may be broughtto a blfizd Ne-
ceffity, of fiying to Chrift for Pardon threugh his Blood
alone, Gal. 3. 24. And hence itis that the 7hreafs ot the
Law are compar’d to .rrows in our Text, for thefe
Reafons,

(1.) Asan Arrow of st/elf can do no Execution, fo
the Threatning= of the Law or Gofpe!, however fevere-
ly denounc’d, wil not, cannot, of themf lzes, awaken the
fecure ; the Word has noinherent Vertue in it, to pro-
duce fuch an Effeét ; no, in this Refpedt it’s like the
Pcol of Berheflz, into which the Angel deftended at
particular Times, and troubled the Wacrers.

(2.) But when an Arrow is taken into a skillful Ar-
tits Hand, and fhot trom a Bow well drawn, it will b7z
1b> Mark,and pierce between tiiz Joynts of the Harnefs.
fo a Threatning, {hot by the Holy Spirit from the Bow
of the Law, will tarely prerce the guilty Seul 1Us aim’d
at, tho’ circled wih the greateft Croud, and arm’d with
the ftrongeft Prejudices, and roufe him from the Sleep
of Death, to a fmarting Senfe of his Mifery ; for furely
the blefled Spirit never mify'd his Mark.

(3.) The Fiight of an Arrow is [=ift and frons ; fo
the Word of God, as the Apoftle expreflss it, is guick
and powerful ; The WVeapons of our !l arfare, fuysthe
fame Apoftle (meaning the Word of God) are not car-
8al, but mighty through God; to the pulling down of firong

Holds
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Holls, cafing down Imaginations, and every bigh thing,
that cxzlteth it [elf cgainft ibe Kn.wiedge of God, 2 Cor.
10. 4, 5. 1he hardief Sinner that ever breath’d muft
bow, when Zs’s God and King girds Lis ;giittering
Sword upon his Thigh, or bends his awful Bow, and
thoots his barbed Arrows at him. And verily, it’s won-
derful co fee, how fuddenly and unexpectedly, boih to
themfelves and others, fecure Sinners are pierc’d by the
Threats of the Word, juft as with the fudden prick of
an Arrow, ftab of 2 Sword, or blow of 2 Hammer.

(1) The piercing of an Ar-ow will caufe greaz Pzis;
and what Pain the t.aw apply’d to the Confcience, will
0. <afon, we may fee by the Behaviour of thoie three
thonfcnd t at heard ‘he Apnftle Ferer, A&s 2. 37.

(5.} Some Arrows are barbed, and fome are not ; a
barbed Arrow is with great Difficulty pull’d out, but o-
thers more eafily ; thus fome Convictions by the Law
are butﬁpqﬁml and generel, but Skin deep as it were,
eafl y removed, which either dy away of their own ac-
cord, or may witheut great Difiiculty be ftrangled by
wicked Meaus: But other: are drep reaching the Heart,
and fharply wounding ir to the Center: They are fo
hx’d, like an Arrow barb'd, that with all their tugging
they can’t get them out. tiMl the Lord Jefus pulls them
cut by his own Hand, & hezals the Wound by his Bloed.

L d
-

4. The cfficient Ca-fe or Herker of Conviciion is the
Feiy Spirr 5 who is on ti i account cald @ Spirit of
bezleze end Far, Rom. 8 15 2 Tim. 1. 7. Not
that be bring: any into Bondage ; N ! no! But becauie
by bis Light and Power, he makes {ecure and prefump-
teous Sinners ienfbie of that Bondage they have brought
themitlves into by Sin ; and affe@s with Fear of that
Famunation which is due to it. Before he fhines into
them by his Light and pierces them by his Power, they
are fle. ping in the thickeft Darknefs and deepeft Secu-
Tity : And tho’ they are in the greateft Dangers, and
€xpe.d to the moit dreadful Mgiferies; yet they arc
dreaming of nothing but Liberty, Satety and Happine!s,
Jeba 8. 33. Revw. 3. 17. But,
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But,

3. The Ingredients, or Particulars, included in Con-
viction, are principally thefe three, viz. A clear Sight of
Sin, and the Miferies dueto it; a difireffizg Senfe of Sin,
and defpair of Reliefin our jelzes frem it.

And, ‘ ‘ _

1. There is in Convi&ion, @ clear Sight of Sin; hence
we are told, that it is the Defign of the Miniftry of the
Word, to oper Sinnei’s Eyes, ani to turnthem fromDark-
nefs to Light ; A@Qs 26. 18. And hence is that memc-
rable Paflage, 2 Cor 4. 6. For God that commanded the
Light to fbine out of Darknefs, bath fbin’d into our Hearts.
It 35 the peculiar Cffice of the holy Spirit to conzince
Men of Sin, --- John 16. 8, ¢. The holy Spirit often
faftens Conviction on the Conicience of one Sin at firft,
by telling the Sinner as Nathan did Dawid, Tlou art the
Man that's guilty of it; yet he after leads the Sinner
to behold many others, with their Aggravations, P'fa/,
50. 21. Yea fometimes Sins committed many Years
before, and forgotten, are trought frefh to their unwel-
come Remembrance, Gen. 42. 2t. Fob 15. 26. From
beholding the Sins of their Lives, they are led o behold
the polluted Fountain in their Hearts ; from which they
Eroceed, Pfal. g1. . The holy Spirit holds before the

yes of their Mind, the pure Glafs of God’s Law, in its
fpiritual Extent ; and fhews their Iniquities therefrom,
both in Heart and Life, and how they have exceeded,
in Number and Heinoufnefs, Ren. 7. 13. Being con-
vinc'd of Sin in Heart and Life, they are made to feé
their perithing Condition becauie of both. Luke 1g.
17. I perifb for Hunger, {aid the Prodigal. They plain.
. Iy perceive thev muft be lot forever, if they dye in
the State they are in at prefent ; and thus the Sinner s
flain and fmitten to Death by the Law, Rez. 5. ¢, 10.
The Sinner being thus convinc’d of Sin in Heart and
Life, and of his State of Sin by Reafon thereof, has the
dreadful Scene of the laft Judgment, and Torments of
the damned World fet before his Eyes, in the Night
and in the Uay, in a moft affe@ting Light ! Fobr 10. 8.
It feems as if bg heard the feund of the laft ’I"z“'umpec,

| alarming
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alarming the dead cut of the Sleep of Death, 2¢ well as
terrible Thunder Claps from above, and hideous Rum-
blings of Earthquakes from beneath ; and at the fame
T:me he fees all Nature in Confufion, the awful Judge
feated on his "Throne, and the whole Earth gathered be-
fore him, and hime!f among the reft, impan:ll'd at the
Bar of the oreat Ged ! If feems as it he heard that fears
tul Sentence pronounc’d frem the Throne zgainft him |
Go y2 cecurfod inzo everfaffizg Barnings, frepared for the
Decil £9 bis Awgcls | Healic locksofrenin®n the\ auit of
Hell, by the Eyes of his Mind, and it fecms to him, as
if he fawr the damrned roul in Flames, and heard their
difmal Roarings, Self-Revenges and Upbraidings, cover
their paft Madnefs and prefent Miery ; he looks upon
this as his own Poertion, (fo continuing) for he hears his
Condemnation founded trem every Fart of the Word
of God, wherever he turnshis Eyes. And the Thoughts
of tie Eternity of thefe Torments, pierce his Soul with
inexpreflible Anguifh !

Now, It is a clear Sight of thefe things which the
convinc’'d Sinner kas;as1 oblerv’d vefcre, which differs
=s much from the notional F7ew he had ot them former-
ly; as a Man’s being actually in a Sea-hght, when Le
hears the roaring of the Cannons, snd fees the Lxecution
done by them, namely People falling dewn dead every
where round him, and fome with their T.egs and Arms
cut of, weltring i their ruetul Gore, while in the mean
t.me the Ship being wounded with the Eullets {prings a
1.eak, and is finking in the great Deeps; | fay as much
as this differs from a Sea-fight, which we ouly hear of
by the Lar, or fee drawn upon Paper.

But the =d Particular included in Conviction, is @
diftreffizg £ cafe of Sin, and the Viiicries duc to if, Ads 2.
s7. Although the Degrees of .. is Diftrafs be varicws,
in different Perfons; yet thus tus we may conclude con-
cernng the Properties of ity viz |

1. ‘Vhatitisfuch as pmbitters alf Sin to the convine’d
Soul, Jer.z. 1p. It makes thofe Lufts which were bes
fore flcafant, as Galland Frormwoeod, Lam, 3. xo.

2. Such




B —

o7, Artowson the String. 198

2. Such as caufes the humbled Sinner to demcan bim-
feif on the Account of Sin, with great Paffion, becaufe
of his Folly-snd Ingratitude init ! Fer. g1. 18.

3. Such as ciuies Shame, Se/f-L:athing and Abhorren-
¢y, becaufe of the wile Nioture of Sin, and their Difinge-
naity in the Comimiilion of it, and Continuance in it,
Fer. 31.19. E30k. 0. ¢. Luke 18. 13

4. Such as exceeds all § rrows upon or worldly Ac-
counts, Zech. 12. 10. This Diftrels fwallows up :Ii o-
ther Concerns, as the great Ocean the little Rivulets
that run intoit. W hen a poor Sinner fees his Salvation
at Stake, all other things look like tate Drofs and empty
Tritles, in Compariion of this ; he values not how other
things o, 1f he can but tecure that un{peakably impor-
(ant, neceflary and everlafting Intereft ; and theretore
Lis anxious Thoughts run this way continually, with the
¢ reatelt Heart concern : W hich is reprefented by thefe
rhrafes of a broken and bruifcd Heart, Plal. g1, 17.
Circumcifing the Hear., breaking up the fallow Ground of
the ..eart, renting the Hear?, p.icking the Heart, and
toe King’s Arrews beirg [harp in t/,z%_ﬂ'etzrt, as in the
Text. See Fer. 4. 3,1 Foel 2. 13. °

5- Such as makes a Perfon willing to forfake all Sin ;
ind clefe with an offered Saviar on his owa Terms.
Prov. 28. 13. John 1 12.

The 3d Ingredient or Particular included in Convic-
ton, is de(pasr of Relief in our felves from Sin. It is ne-
cetlary that a Man be convinc’d of Righreoufnefs, as viell
as of $7» and Fudgment, John 16. 8. i e. 2 Man
muft be made to fee his abfolute Need of the Righreoun/-
nefs of Chrif# for his Juftification, and the Sufficiency
thereo. for that Purpote ; otherwife he will never be-
lieve in him, or be faved by him. And tothis End, the
Sinner muft be brought to defpair of his own Righteout-
nefs, asutterly infufficient to help him out ot his Diftref:.
Convinc'd Sinners at firft Hly to their Duties as Saviours,
for Help ; and fome indeed reit there and perith. They
feek R.gitecufnefs, as it were, by the Ierks of the Law,
and {o do not obtai, Rem. 9. 30, 31, 32. But fucé a;

0
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God intends Mercy for, he thews 1 the Pollution
of their Perfgrmances, and fo helps them to lcath them,
and to fly to Jefus as the only Door of Hope, poor and
helplefs, for an Alms of pure Mercy, Maith. 5. 5. Phil.

3.7, 8.

I proceed to confider the

4th Particular, which wes to fpeak fomething of the
Effeét preduc’d by Conviction. And,

1. One Effe¢t is Conffernation: The convinc’d Sinner
is fili’d with a fearful Aftonithmeitt, thus it was with the
Faylor, A&s16.209.Then be call d for a Light and [prang
1, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and
Silas, and faid, Sirs, What muf I doto be faved ¢ W hat
a fudden and ftrange Alteration was wrought upon that!
Man? He who a few Hours before cruelly beat the A-
poftles, now falls down trembling at their Feect, enqui-
ring of them the Way to Lite, whom it’s probable but
a little before, he look’d upon to be the vileft Mifcreants
upon Earth : The like fearful Surprize the Apoftle Pe-
ter’s Flearers were pu‘ into, by his Sermon, Acts 2. 37.
And perfecuting Sazu! by hearing Chrift’s Voice, A4¢s
0. 6. nd be trembling and afionifbed, faid, Lord, What
wilt thou hawe me to do? It is enough to fet the hardieft
Mortal intoa Fitof Trembling and Surprize, to behold
themfelves under the Guilt of Millions of Sins, the great
God frowning from Heaven upon them, and his burn-
;irg Vengeance every Moment ready to burft forth and
confume them! To behold, I fay, Hell open to receive
them, and themfelves on the very Brink of that dread-
fall Pit, every Moment ready to tumble down among
Devils and damned Spirits! To hear theLaw from Sinas
curfing and condemning them ; and in the mean time
to fee) themfelves utterly unable by all their Doings to
zttone for the leaft of their Offences! Orhelp themfeives -
aat of their prefent Miferies ! But as the aforefaid Parti-
culars ftrike their Fear, fo do thefe following their Ad-
miration; namely, their former Ignorance of God, his
Word, and Theml(elves ; the divine Patience towards
them ; as well as their own, and others Folly !

And;
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And,
(1.) They are aftonifti’d at their former Ignorance ;

1. Of Gop! They were wen’t in their prophane
Thoughts of him, to rob him of his Juftice, and liken
him to themfelves ; but now they fee him to be a holy,
dreadful Majefty, whowill by no Mcans clear theguilty !
Dan. ¢.4. They only heard of him before by the beciirs
of the Ear, but their Eye beholds him, wherefcre they
abbor themfel-es, and tremble before him! Job 42.

2. Of God’s /lord : This they ufed to read formerly
like an old Fable or Baliad, with Lightnefs and Irreve-
rence, asif there were neitherTruth nor Weight in it,
and that very fe/dom, when they had nothing elfetodo ;
but now they read it frequently, and hear it with Defre
and Attention ; and at Vimes they fee a divine Majelty
thining init, and feel an aimighty Power working by it
on their Hearts; it’s dreadful Threatnings make theig#
Hearts tremble, /fai. 66. 2. So that they have an izward
Hitnefs of its Divinity. They ufed to take the holy
J.aw of God in a grofs and carnal Senfe, as the Phar;-
Jees of old, as tho’ it related only to outward Aé&s; but
now they fee that it is [piritual and exceeding broad,
condemning all abominable Thoughts, and ﬁnf%l Mo-
tions, Rem. 7. 14. Again, they were won’t to think that
their Hearts were good, and thatif they cou’d but regu-
late their Lives, they fhou'd be fav’d : But now it
amaves them to fee the horrible Wickednefs of their
Hearts, whichis likea Neft of Vipers! Fer 17. 9. Theyv
perce.ve that all Sorts of Abominations are in it ; and
that it is next to the Devilin Wickednefs ! Mat. 15. 10.
Rom. 7. 18. They fee plainly that without 2 Change in
it, they muft be damn’d for ever ; this Sight of their
Heart Corruptians, being fomewhat exafperated by the
Enemy ; and compar'd with the holy Law of God,
fhakes them exceedingly, they begin to think that they
are Monfters by themfelves, and that there is none in
the World like them ! They think that there is fome
peculiar Trezhery in their Hearts, that is not in any
others, 1 Tim. 1. 15. And this inclines fome to think
that it is not any gracious (}N’ork they are under, but

0'*‘."191'
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riher that they are preparing as Vetlels of W rath for
oaraion, and tet up as Marks tor the Arrows of di-
Ve \engeince to piarce; and it is the aforefsid <1ght
thar in {eme Mestere enciines convirced Sinners o
mach to .-‘c“ that God will not accept of th-m ; that the
pooen faricer il or that th ey nave commiited the
!.'z;‘.‘::'lo- at SI:). \ Lnd ts thic that males them o
e "1 ciraud o venture vpon Chriflt, by ‘eh:‘“ng
Thev are aftonithed at the divine Fatience, while
t.m) behcli the fpotiets Holinefs, and inflexible Juftice
of Ged. vpon the one Hand, and their deteftible
Wickednel: upon the other ; they are as ‘twere melted
into Raptures of \m“Lam°nt that the righteous God
h2s not cut them off before ! by the Ax of his luftice.
Theyv wonder that fome fudden Thunder-Bolt did not
firike them dead and damned at one fatal Blow ; and
that the burdened Earth did not open its voracious ]au S
to devour them ! O ! The Thoughts ot the abus'd and
unwearied Patience of the bleded God, amazes their
Minds, meits their Hearts, and makes Showers of Tears
run down their Cheeks like Ha'l, or rather like Pearls!
3. They are aftonifhed at their cwn, and others Feliy,
in LO"\(’I'IJII]“ in Sin folong ! Now they fee, in an affec-
ting 1.ight, the odious Horrors, and me}xprefﬁble Dan-
cers of Vi bc tic tranicendent Charms of Chrift, and
infinite importance of Holinefs ; and wonder that they
did not betore !t They are apt to think that if others
;id bat hzar what affected them. they muft needs be af-
fected too. But upon Tryal, they foon find this to be
but a Notion ; but it is fuch a one as is owing to their
clear Sight cf Things. O! Now they wifth ‘rom their
Hearrs tnat they had turned to (God before ! And grieve
that they carried Satan’s Yoke folong ! And think ita
{irange thing, that the whole W orld is not affected with
thele thinga, that are {o orient and important, as weil as
z’.lcnlf'élx". !
. Another I'fe of Convittion is Emguiry. A&s 2.
-. Men and Bretbren, Ibhat fall we do? They fee
'md feel themfelves in great Dmger and Diftrefs, and

know not how to obtain Rdxcf Their carnal W 1fdom
18
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1= brought to nought : They are maz'd and nonples’d,
Cor. 5. 18. They are like People that are left in 1
Wilderne s, and know not how to get cut.  And their
Power and Righteouinefsis brought to noupit in their
Litcem ; they tee they are but Weaknefs, Drcfs and
Dung, P30 And their natural Pride 15 Yrolen, Mer,
t1.20. Thefe things encline tiim to sk Ceuncil of

vaa
A ]

otacr: (whom they apprehend alie tocive it witheras
Earaclines ant deep Coacern ! 445 16. 30 Lo
“ you taink there wasever any Boly in my Cafe 7 [3
‘¢ there any Relict for me ¢ \hat thall 1 do to olzin
“ it? Alas, my poor Soul is in a moft wretched Cae !
Oh that I knew how to obtain Deliverance from the
\\ rath to come ! I wou'd be willing to do any thi' g
“ or i{uffer any thing torit! ” "The Sinner at this
Time, is like one who was to Travel with a precious
Jewel, to a certain City, in Twenty four Hours, upon
’ain of Death ; who had loft his Road and wandcrad in-
to an howling Defert, till theNight drew itsfabie Wings
over him, and knew not how to get cut of it : How
much wou'd fuch a Perfon be diltrefs’d at the approach
of the Darkncty, as well as with the Fears of Wild
Bealts and Robbers, of mifling his Way, or comirg too
late to the Piace appoiuted, lcuft he fheuld lceie his
Jewel, and his Liie !

3. Another Liiect of Convidtion, is earnsff Pirayer.
They us'd to pertorm this Duty but coldly, and perhaps
but {eldom, betore their Eyes were opened ; but now
their wh:.le Hearts are engaged in it ; their Prayers are
very frequent, and often fiil'd with deep Sighs and
Groans, and water’d with Tears ! A%s ¢. 11. Rom. §.
26. Ifur 38. 3.

4. Anotner Effed 13 Retirement and Solitude. Lam. 3.
27, 28. He fitteth eline and keepeth Silence, becaufe be
bas bern it upen him.  Such as us'd to affect merry Com-
panions before, now abkor them ! They fay of Leughsr
(at this time) rhat it 75 Mad, and of Mirth, 4 bet doth
it ¢ Vheir former Lightae/s and Frotiine/ is remov'd,
and they becomeexceeding [cricus and itongiiful 5 tiey
creep into Corners, to ponder upot the Mittrics of toelr

O = Condilicn
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Conlit.~n ; and t’)“ olemn Subeds of Death, Judg-
ment and Erernity exceedingly affect them in their
Piaces of chrcmcm. ‘There they labour to humble
them ¢ ves before God. and pour out their whole Hearts
before him. JFam. 3. 2. He putteth bis Mouth in the
Linft if e fothere ey fe Hape

5. Another Fiivat is eflociating with good DPeesls
Their faegment of Perfons and Things is now vevy
much alter’d ; fuch as they usd to dx“eﬁeem and avo:d,
now they Love, and want to converfe with. Such 23
they think fp:ak from Lxperience, with Humility and

a S=nfe of Religion upon their Spirits, they love and
keep Company with ; how much foever they may be
de!] p's 'd by others, Cant. 6. 1.

. Another Eifect i f Frens and earncft Defircs after
,nrr/l Matth. . 6. O the intatiable Pantings, that are
in fuch fick Soal: f’uu." the Phyfician ! ]V'mtn 0. IZ.
Nothino butthe A:atication of his Blood and Righteouf-
nefs, will fatisty them ; they feel an Emp"?nef’x in their
Prayery, T'ears, and ali their Performances, till Chriit
come. 'they return praying from Prayer, and forrow-
ing from Sorrow, becaue ot their detects, Phil. 3.

\gvn, I might further obferve that poor convine’d
Smnus are won't to think that their Troubles are too
finall ; they would fain have them deeper, and they are
als ~‘" 2id that they will die away before they get Chrift !

I proceed to confider the

2d General Head, which was to open the Nature of
Subjcion te Chriff's Goversment. To this End I wou'd
whbieive;

1. That it is Ecangelical, from Love ; they are al¥
Volunareers who are in Chrift’s Army ; he makes them
a willing Pcople in the Dey of bis Power, Pfal. 110. .

2. Univerfel, Plal. 119. 6 Toen fball Fnot be gflcrs'é
swhen I have Ref o[peit axto 2ll thy Commandments.

3 Siaccre and [piritual, Rom. 1. 9. For God is my

Fitnefs, whom I ferve with my Spirst, inthe Gofpel of bis
Sm

4. Steady
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i g Stcaldy and wniforna. Pl 119, 11z, I haze enclin-

| ¢d my Heart to perforin sty $icvaies always, 1o toc Lad.
! proceed t2 the

3d General Head, whch was to prove the Neceffity
of Conviétisn, in order to yutain the 2forefiid Subjection
to Chri{t’s Goverument. And,

1. It is neceflary by the Ordeir of Ged ; hence fecure
Sinners are Lid to plow up the fullecu Grownd of rheir
Hearis; to circamcife their Heaits ; toicst their tearts;
to be ajlicied, to mourn anl weep 5 to (2t their Laughter
be turw'd into Mourninz, and thir Yoy ints Heavinefs,
James 4. 9. And hence we nind encouraging Promites
to tue bruifed Recd, the contrite Heart, the Per.ons that
are poor in Spirit, and tremble at Ged's Jiord, and ta
thete tinat lzbour, wsd are beavy laden, to thote that are
fick of Sin, and loit in their own Lfteera and Feeiing,
Yai. 42.3. Pfad 5. 17, Lwi.66. 2. Matth. 11. 28.

Anl,

2. {t is neceflary in the Order of Nature and Reafun,
that a Perfon be firit fenfible of the Lvil of Rebzllion a-
gainft hisPrince, betore he become aloyal Subject ; that
a Man be fenfible of his Sicknels, before he be healed,
Matth o. 12.

3. It is neceffary for the Glory of God ; both that his
abfolute Sovereignty may be acknowledg’d, and his pure
M‘ercy magnitied ; the proud Rebel will not bow beiore
a tovereign God until the King’s Arrows be fharpin
his Heart, as our Text learns us; and indeed our Tho'ts
of the Freenets and Riches of God’s Mercy rite in Pro-
portion to the Senie we have of qur Danger without it,
and Unworthinefs of it.

4. Convictign is neceflary for qur owur Bencfit. With-
out this, fecure Sinners will not eftee e Saviour high-
ly, defire him earneltly, clofe with bhim fincerely,
cleave (0 him clofely and fteadily, + 1 labour for an
intereft in him vehemently; for, the whole need n.t the
Phyfician, bur the fick, 1. e. they feel not their Need of
him, Marit. 9. 12. Before the Ifraclites look’d to the

Brazgn Serpent, which wasa Type of Chiilt ; they
O 3 were
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were ftung by the fierySerpents.  The Spirit of Bondaze
muft go before the Spirit of Adopmn, Rom. 8. 1z,
Frem toe Days of Fobn the Baptift the Kirgdom of Hea

wen ffered Viskence ; \When the People w ‘ere awaken d
by his terrifying Preaching, then they were violent in
labouring *ox th -Ar ‘\alvatxon and not before. But more
pa* ticuiarhy, Conviction is ne"eﬂary to t)"cmote,

() OQur Fapifcation. "Till the law and divine
IL”’“ pur-ue us for our lives, we will not fly to the
Horns of the Al ar, or City of Refuge, Chrift Jefus ;
the o:ly Door of Hop\, with 16('[7 and the l\mnihx er
ander the Law. The Predical would not come to his
Father till he was ready to famith, Luke 15. Neither
wou.d tuat Woman that had the bloody Ifiue come to
Chriit, waile the had a Penuy o fpend upon the Phy-
ficians, Lzze 8. 13.

(2.) Our SanZification. A Sight of our own Hearts
tends to hum!ls LS a Sight of the Danger and a Senie
of the Bitternefs of &in, tends to divorce ﬂf’f'ec’hons from
i, tor the prefent, and to make us watchful, leaft we
- fall into it, for the future. "T'he burnt Child dreads the
Fire

(3.} Conviction promotes our Cenfolation; For the
orearer our Sene it of any Mifery, the greater, by Con-
equence, wil Le the Joy of a Deliverance from it
1\~ow the greater our Diitrefles and Deliverances have
been, t‘lpy are th> better remembred ; and thus Faith
1 r}‘ﬁrehv the more “rrenr*hncd . walchis the g =i
Con uir of ail our Comf{or: But,

- 5. Con vusou s necehary upon the account of others,
to prevent their having mean Thoughts of the Mlercy
and Holinels nf Ged .md to excite in them fonme dread
of Sin and Thoughts of their Danger, when they fee
ozbers ‘uffering o much for it. Conviction when it
comes to a good lT'c. makes Perfons skilful in dealing
with tronb! Ld Souls ; kxperience is inoft certainly a fweet
Gaid: int ue" \mttc 5, and helps Perfons to {peak with
orzater Clearaets and Feeling about them. O! This
Mmaze t‘wr Bowels yern towa wds fuch as they fee under
Suul 1'roable ! T'heiz are the Interpreters one among
, 3
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a Thoufand, that can fhew a Man his Righteoulnefs.
That Reverend Man of G:d Mr. Bo/ton, in his Book
ofInfiruétions, for @ right comforting of affi:tiec.Con/ciences,
proves what I have been offering and confirming under
this Head, to b: the Opinion both of the anticnt and
modera Divines : And to this Purpofe he cites the
Words of Au#in, Chryfoffem, B.rnaid, Pecrer Maityr,
Calvin, Mufcetus, Beza, Tilcnis, Rolock, Chemnitius,
Davenant, The Weffminfeer £[fembly sf Divin:s, in their
Sum o; Chriftian Doctrine ; Ferkins, Greenkamn, Hierom,
Forbes, Gouge, Yutes, Slater, Dike, Culverw.ol!, Thrigi-
morton, Baine, Cade, Dr. Sibbs, Rogers of Dzdbam, and
Hooker ; to which, ir there wasany Necefhity, we might
add another Cloud of Witn:fles; but having the 798i-
mony of God bimfelf, I think it may fuffice us.

I proceed to the IMPROVEMENT.
And, |

I. What has been faid ferves to juffify thofe honeft
Servants of Chrift, who endeavour, by proper Metheds,
firlt to awaken Sinners out of their Security, and con-
vince them cf their loft Condition ; before they apply
Comfort to them. 1'his is conform’d to the Pratice of
the bleffed Trinity.

God the Father firft convinc’d finning Adam of his
Fault, by a cloie Application, before he made mention
of the promiy'd Seed, Gen. 3

God the Son, in his Ditcourfes to the Pharifees, de-
noune’d many Curfes againft them, in order to alarm
them ; and firft convine'd perfecuting Sew/ of his Sin,
before he tent Azanias to comfort him.

God the Hely Ghoffy convinces of Sin, be‘ore he con-
vinces of Righteouined, (Fobr 16. 8.) or comforts by
it.

The Prophets of old were gbliged by divine Warrant
to cry aloud, and net fpare, either themfelves, or the
People ; and fuck as were faithtul of them did fo, iee
Hof@ 6. 4, 5. "Lhe Lord complains of Fplraim's In-
ftability in the 4th Verfe ; in the r<h he intorms us that
Lie therefore hew’d them by his Prophets ; 1'his tuppotes

O ¢ that
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that their Inftability in Religion was owing to theip
Want of Convion : The Almighty compares the fe-
cure Ifraelitesto knotty Timber, which needs the broad
Ax to hew it, and fit it for a Building. And fometimes
the great God compares Sinners to Rocks, which muft
ke Uroke before they are put into a Houfe, to which
purpofe the Hammer is neceffary ; fo that the Sermons
of taithful Minifters have been, and fhould be, like
Siedge Hammers, tharp Axes and Arrows, weighty, cat-
ting and pricking to the Hearts and Confciences of fe-

ure Sinners ! ‘The Minifters of the New Teftament
have us'd this Method ; the Apoftle Peter prick’d his
Hearers in their Heurts, by his clofe pointed Difcourfe ;
and Szcphea cut them in their Hearts,” A5 7. And Fobx
the Baptift held the Ax of God’s Judgments, which was
ready to ftub them up Root and Branch, before the Eyes
of the fecure Plarifees and Sadduces ; and told them
plainly that they were a Generation of Vipers ; this was
but a coarfe Compliment you'l fay, butit was the Trush,
and that muit be told, let who will take Snuff and be
offended. You fee this honeft Man did not go about the
Bufh with them, telling them fair Stories ; and the A-
poltie Paul tells us that this was the Practice of all the
reft, 2 Cor. 5. Kuowing the Terror of the Lord, we per-
fwade Men. Two of the Apoftles were puw.crees, Sors
of Thunder; which Name was no doubt borrow’d from
their termble Way of Preaching. In the Day of Pente-
coff the Spirit was poured upon all the Apoitles, in the
Shape of fiery Tougues, to fignify the Zealand Sharp-
nefs with which they fhould preach ; their Diicourfes
muft {corch fecure Coniciences. Hence they are call’d
the §a/r of the Earts, and the Light of the #1orld : As
Sale Licss raw Klefk, and Fire burnsit, and the Light
pains fore Lyes; {o thould the Preaching of Chrift’s Mi-
hi‘ters fecure and guilty Contciences ; Solomon approves
ot this Methed, for he tells us, thar the Jlerd; of ile
wile @i s Goads wad Nails, fafned by the Mafiers of
A méles, Feelrzo 11, Then certainly, {oft flattering
M ords, to tecure Sinners, are tha Words of Fools or
hnayey, and Qie Prophets, {’




o

or, Arrows on tbe String, 208

I proceed to the
2d Usk, which is of Examination ; Pray, my Bre-
thren, have ye ever been brought te fuch a univerfal,
evangelical, fincere and fteady Subjeéion to the Go-
vernment of Chrit the King of the Church, as has
been before hinted? And to this End, Have the effi-
cient and inftrumental Caufes of Convi&ion, viz. the
Spirit and Word of God, had due Influence upon you ?
Has the Word of God been brought home to your Souls
by the Spirit? Asa Fire and a Hammer {corching your
Confciences, breuking your Hearts, and burning your
Lufts ? Pray, Have ye feltits penetrating Energy asa
two.edged Sword in your Bowels? And as tharp Ar-
rows in your Heartst Dear Brethren ! Task you, asin
the Prefence of God, Whether you have experienc’d
thofe Ingredients in Conviction, and thofe Effects which
are produc’d by it, as was before mentioned ? Pray,
Have ye had a clear Sight of Sin ? A diftrefling Senfe
of Sin ? And defpair of Relief in your felves from the
Guilt and Power of it? And have thefe things produc’d
in you perplexing Confternation, earneft Supplication,
anxious Enquiry about the Way to Happinefs, earneft
Defires after the Mediater, vehement Labour to obtain
an Intereft in him, as well as Love to his People and 3
Clofure with his Terms ? ‘
This leads ine to the

3d and laft Use, which is of Exbhortation, to three
Sorts of Perfons, viz. the unconvinc'd, convine'd, and
converted. And,

1. I exhort the unconvine’d, who have not experienc'd
the aforefaid Work of God, in the Name of the Lord
Jefus Chriit, tov feek after Conviction. This is but what
God himfe!f inculcates, when he commands fecure Sin-
ners, to plough up the fallow Ground of their Hearts ;
anq to rent tieir Hearts. This Confideration with that
of the Nureffity of Convition, in order to obtain unfeig-
ned Subjection to Chrifi’s Government, which was be-
fore proved, is enough to conftrain any Man, who ei-
ther Regards God’s fupreme Authotity, or his own dear-
et Intereft to feek after it,

. To
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To this End I advife you,

1. To examine your State towards God [peedily, and
impurtially, according to the holy Scriptures; and find-
ing the Grounds of your Hope infufficient, as they muft
needs be, if you have never beer. convinc’d as aforefaid,
(whatever Thaws of Affection ye have had notwith-
itanding) then conclude pofitively, without any farther
wavering or halting, that ye cannot be fav'd in your
pretent State : Thiy, through God’s Bleding, would re-
move the Caufe of your prefent Security, and prepare
the Way for your Conviction and Converfion.

2. Serioufly confider how unrcafonable and dangerous
your pre.eat Security is!

I. Is it not unreaf nabie to fleep in the midft of Dan-
gers? lf you attempted to {leep on the Round Top of
a Vetlel, labouring 1n a terrible Tempeft, that had ei-
ther iprung a Leak, or wasready every Minute to be
dalh’d in Pieces on a Rock, would not every one juftly
deem you out ot your Wits ? And therefore it was
no vonder the Marriners ask’d fonah, what he meant
by iiceping in a Storm ? Femah 1. 6. So [ may fay to
you that go on contentedly ina State and Courfe of Sin ;
Whar mecn ysu? O Sleepers ! Arife call upon your God,
that ye perifi> net.  Ye are in greater Danger than can
be exprel’d by a human Tongue or Pen ; tho’ you {ee
it not, t:0" you :eel it not. Poor Creatures ! Ye are e-
very Minute raady to be dafh’d in Pieces againft ihe
Rock o! Prefumption, and drown’d in the horrible Gulph
of eternal Damnation.

2. isit not an xagrateful and rebeliious Sin, both a-
gainit the Authority of God cocmmanding you to awake
out of your carnal Security and Sloth? (Eph. 5. 14) and
his Love Wooing and Warning you tothis Duty &
O Sinner ! Confider that compaflionate Complaint of the
moft high God, Prov. 6. ¢. How long wilt thou fleep, O
Stugoeard ! when wilt thou awake our of Sleep 2

3. Is not thy pretent Security dasrgerous ¢ For does
not the great God curfe thee, and threaten to punifh
thee, whil{t thou remuinett in ihis State ?.dmos 6, 1. Zecks
I, 12

4. Is
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4. Isit not defruflive ? For this prevents the Efficacy
of the Word, and turns itinto a Savour of Death. This
alfo prevents that earneft Diligence which is neceflary ta
obtain Relief: This makes you flight a Saviour, and all
his purchas’d Benefits ; and {o brings upon you an unex-
pected, awful, inevitable, and eternal Ruin ! While ve
fpeak Peace to your felves, fudden Deftruction thall come
upon you, as Travail upon a Woman with Child,and ve
ihaii not e:cape.

3. Suffer the Arrows of Gad’s Threatningstocome into
your Hearts, and peirce thein to the Center. Neglett
not to hear the Word preach’d, and that with earneft
Heed, and clofe Application, and frequent Retlection,
upon what has been fpoken :  For thisis the uiual Mean,
by which the King of Zs.n alarms the Secure.

4. Cry frequently and earncitly to the bleffed God,
that he wou’d be pleas’d to fet the Arrovs of bis Foord
fharply inyour Hearts ;and thereby alarm you out of your
damnable Security.

And,

2. Such as are comvinc'd, I advife as follows,

1. Do not reft fatisfied with bare Conviction ¢of Sin,
without Converfion trom it ; for the former is but a Pre-
parative to the latter,and no Part of it: Whatavail'd
Abab’s, Efaw’s and Fudas's Sorrow ?

2. Do not look upon your Convictions of, and Sorrow
for Sin to bemeritorious : If ye feek Righteoufpefs by
the Works of the Law, ye will notactain it. |

3. Do nct conclude that God has quite forfaken you,
or will not have Merey on you, becauie ye find not Com-
fort {o foon as ye defire orexpect. You muftknow that
God has his appointed Seafons of conferring Mercy ; to
fome foorer, to others later.

4. Do not conclude that the Day of Grace is pap, or
that you have committed the unpardenable Sin, Lecaufe
of the great Lvils you fee in your Hearts and Lives ;
and becaufe ye have finn’d againft Lizht, and loft many
Opportunities of Mercy : For fo many have done, that

~are now in Heaven. ¢ God is merciful and gracious, 4§
- tlow to Wiath, and abundunt in Loving-kindnefs,

“ Goodness,
e
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« Goodnef:and Truth, forgiving Iniquity, Tranfgrefion
“ and Sin.” While ye are mourning over your Sin,
afham’d of thein, defiring and endeavouring to loriake
them, God’s Spirit is ftriving with you, it 13 the very
1ay aind Sea.on of your Salvation ; God is waiting to be
gracious to you, and wanting, to be exalted that he may
bhave Mercy upon vou.

Cbjess. Bot L am unworthy of God's Mercy, and  the
greateff Sinqer that ever was born !

I aniwer,

{ 1.3 Thatall who do ebtain Mercy are unwortky of it.
God doss not fet his Mercies to Safz, to the highelt bid-
der ; bat gives them freely to thote that {fee¢ their Un-
sorthiness of them. Lph. 2. 8. Mat. 5. 3. Bleffed arethe
peor 18 Spirif, | | ;

(2.3 1 wiwal with Perfons under ConviCtions, to
think themfelves the great. f# Singory ; but if it were io
in Reality, Chrilt is able to fave t> ihe uttermoff, all

pat come to the Tuther by hin: ; and he has faid, ke wil}
v 0o il caff Fen: off Chat come, Johu 6. 37. Matt. 11. 25.
The greater Sinner youare, the greater Need you have
7o corme to Chailt for Pardon ; and if ye iepent, the tore
Reafon you have teexpe.: Pardon ; becauie God will get
gredier Glory by it The Plalmift wasaware of this,
whea he pray- that God wou'd pardon his Iniquities, be-
crufe they were verygrear, Plal 2z, 1.
© But it your Convicvons are [evguifbing and dying away
of their cuv, Accord. ye thou'd endeaveur to get them
sucrezsd ant fx’d, by toequent hearing and reading the
A ord of sad; ty frequent Meditation upon the Dan-
vers o' your prefent Candition ; and how much worle
w wili be rewrder'd, by your loofing thefe gracious Calls of
Ged, ard Striviagsot his Spivit ! Foe then it’s probable
€God wi'l Jarever forake yau, and 1ay to you, as he did
¢y £.p e, e 5 qun'd te Llols, let bin alene.  And ye
thea'da O see'c o get your Conwctions hix'd, by fre-
Grentood fervent Crying to God, as well as aflociating
w3 s Feopie, and encoaraging his gracicas W orkings
ovanr c eurts cand endeavouring to give up your telves
Looua o fovenans,
5. Taks
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5. Take Care that ye griezve not,or gucach act the Holy
Spirit, by neglecting, or cppofing any of his gracious
Motions.

6. Wit at the Pso/ for the moving cf tue Waters,
with Pains, Paticnce, Hopey Fear and Yromiiire.

But if youhave leen infom: Meawre convind'd, and
Joft the Conviciion entirely, your Cale is exceeding
dangerous, dreadlil and depiorable ! For now vye zre
poflery’d with fecen Devilsy Nat. 12, 21, You have sar
your Hand to tie Plow, and look’d beck, aad theiefere arz
not fit for the Kingdem ¢f Heazem.  You have gonc bacic
with zhe Dog to your Fomit again, and with the Svwr thar
was wafd'd, to your old wallowing in tke Mire cf Sin.
So that ‘your latter State is worfe than your forrter,as the
Apoftle Feter obferves, 2 Per. 2. 25,2;. Now your
Sins are againft greater Light and Mercy than before -
Now Chrift has come and told you by his Word and
Spirit of your Sin and Danger, and yet ye will perfift ;
and theretore yox bave no Cloak for yeur Sin. “ Thisis
“ the Condemnation that Lightis come into the Worlg,
“ irto Mens Hearts, and yet they love Tarknefs rather
“ than Light, becaufe their Deeds are evil. Svrely it
“ wiil be more tolerable for Sodom and Gemorrak, than
“ for you convinc'd Sinners, in the Day of God : ~ For
ye go on refolutely with your Eyes open into 1'amnati-
on. Ye court Deftruction without a Covering ; « Being
‘¢ often reprov'd ye harden your Necks, and thereicre
“ you may expect to be fuddenly deftroy’d, and that
“ without Remedy.” DBeing often call’d by God’s W ord
and Spirit, “ ye {top your Ears with the deaf Adder:
And therefore ye may expedt, ( that fo continuing )
“ God will be deaf to your Crys, when Distrefs and De-
“ ftruction comes like a2 Whirlwind upen you. You
“ Backfliders in Heart, may expect to cat quickly of the
“ Fruits of your perverfe Ways. You that are stham’d
“ of Chrift, his Truths and People, in the midft of 2
‘““ perverfe and adulterous Generation, of you fhall the
* Son of Man be atham’d, when hecomesin the Glory
“ of his Father with the holy Angels.” But poor un.
“ happy Creatures ! Tho' your Cafe b exceeding dread.

fil
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ful, for you are the only Perfens, that are in Danger of
committing the unperdonable Sin, yet it is not quite def=
prrate : Pofibdly, It ye will endeavour tor it, your Con-

7ictions may be reviv'd, your crimfon Sins pardon’d,and
vour wicked Heartsrenewed ! It your will fpeedily be-
wail your W ickednefs, & feek to God with \ ehemence,
w ho knows but he will have Mercy upon you, for heis
gracious, and merciiul,and ready to pardon.

But,

3. Iwou'd offer a Word to the ccnverted, whofe Con-

victions have had, through God’s Mercy, a faving Iflue.
And,

1. Afcribe Glory te God, for his pure Grece ; for had
it not been tor This, ye wou'd have fleept in a deep Se-
curity, with the greater Part of the blinded World ; or
elfe your Convictions wou’d have died away as they do
with many, and never come toany thing.

2. Look back upon your paff Conviftion, and remem-
bLer what Sin has coft you, and therefore be the more

watchful againft it for the Time to come. Beware of

Surfeiting and Drunkennefs, and the Cares of this Life,
Luke 1. 34.

3. Walk agreable tothe Light Ged bas given you ; a-
dcrning the Doctrine of God ocur Saviour in all Things.
More 15 expeed of you than others, becaufe more is
given to you. Ye fhou'd be ready to be convinc'd of
your Mifcarriages, and fhine as Lights in the World,
that thofe who feek toaccufe your good Converfation in
Chrift, may be atham’d.

4. Endeavour to ccavince others ; and that by your
Lives and Speeches. ¢ Let your Light {o fhine before
¢ Men, that they may fee your good Works, and glori-
¢ fy your heavenly Father:” And alfo ye thou'd fea-
fonably and difcreetly, reprove for Sin in Life, and try
to convince felf-deceived Hypocrites of tre Danger of
tneir State ; according to your Places, Capacities,and Op-
portunities ; and in Jo doing, God willincreate your Com-
tortshere, and your Crown hereafter: AMEN.

SHRITHST T ISSVILTUP RO O0T
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Prefatory Addrefs

TO THE

People of Maidenz Head, and Hopewell,

Chrifiian Friends and dear Brethren,

%bdbdppy HAVE made bold to dedicate the fols
* A% lowing Difcourfe to you, (which ye late-

:@ I | ﬁ ly heard)asa fmall Teftimony of my Res
g Ol @ 2 fpe¢t for you, and Defire of your eter-
% 059 % nal Happinefs. The Subje& which I

%k tekd have chofen to difcourfe upon, as it is

attended with the cleareft Evidence, 4and
18 in it felf of the utmoft Impartance ; fol hope it will
not be found altogether unfuitable to the Circumitances
of your Places. Seeing it is the firlt Work of the Spirit
to convince Men of Sin, of Righteoufnefs, and the Fudg-
d ment to come, then by Confequence, difcourfing and
meditating upon that terrible Day of God, muft necef-
farily coincede with the Defign and Agency of the Holy
Ghof# ; and fo prove peculiarly fuitable to the Cafe of the
Secure and Convinc’d, to the firft to alarm them, and te
the latter to fix Convictions in them ; both which are
Receffary Preparatives to true and vital Goodnefs, fer.

4 3 Fokn 16. 8, 9. Rm';;' O
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Dear Rrethren, Seeing that nothing is more certain
or more folemn, than the /af Fudgment, Is it not a Mi-
racle of the moft horrible and lamentable Madnefs, that
nothing fhould bte lefs confidered and laid to Heare, by
the far oreacer Part of Mankind ! Zeck. 1. 11, Alas!
That the incondilerable and mementary Trifles of this
perifhing WWorld, fhosld divert Men from fo profitable,
fo necetlary and noble a Work, as preparing for the /aff
Fudgmeiit undoubtedly is!

erhaps jome may fay, That the following Difcourfe
is very terrible. 1anfwer,ltis nothing fo terrible as what
ye will fee with your Eyes; See Ifai. 13. 9. Fob. 37. 22.

I would in all Humility offer a few W ords te feveral

Sorts of People among you. |
And,

1 Tothe Secure. I wou'd i the Name of my Lord
and Mafter Jefus Chrift, the great Judge of Quick ard
Dead, defire and demand an Anfwer to the following
Queftions, Namely,

1. Do ye not believe that there is a Fudgment t5
come, when Rewsrds fuited to the different Grates and
Actions of Men will be rendered by the great GOD ?
If ye do not believe this, ye contradi€t the cleareft Lic-
tates, both of Reafon and Revelation ; and fo are the
vileft Infidels: But if ye do telieve it, and prepare not
for it, yeare the greateft Fools in Nature.

Qureff. 21. Are ye prepared this Hour to go before the
Judgment Bar of the great GOD ?  Which ye know
not but ye may te forc’d to doin a few Minutes ; if ye
think ye are, pray what Reafons have ye forit ? Alafs,
for yoa poor Creature ! W hy do ye deceive your felves
with a vain Hope ?  Ye are unacquainted with experi-
mental Religion. Ye have never yet been made fo fen-
fible of your loft and damnable State as to feek with reft-
les Importunity, a Change of it. Never experiencd
fuch a Renovation in all your Powers as is neceflary to
Salvation. Are not your Hearts generally vain, warldly,
and flefhly in their Difpofitions?  And are ye not utter

trangers te Communion with God ? Now are .not
thefe Things plain Evidences of s damnable Conditio;:c
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~ But perhaps you’'ll fay, ye do what ye can in God’s
Service. [ anfwer, That your Dependance upon Works
is a plain Evidence that yeare ina State of Blindnefsand
Death. Gal. 3. 10. For as many as are of the HWorks of the
Low, are under the Curfe.

Queff. 3d. It ye are not prepared for the gemerzl, or
your particiler Fudgmcnt, how can ye be eaiy in fuch a
dangerous and wretched State ? May te this Night
your Souls may be requir'd of you, and if fo, how dif*
mal wou'd your Condition te ; what horrible Agonies
wou'd rend your Bofoms ? VWV hen your unwilling; fhi-
vering Souls were torn from your Badies, and drag’d be-
fore the dreadiul God, toreceive their doleful and eter-
nal Doom ! O ye miterable Souls ! how can ye think of
the Fudgment of God without Confufion and Horror ?
O unhappy Sinners ! Are ye quite fenfelefs, and will
nothing pierce you? O ! read and ponder upon thefe
Places of Scripture following, and may the Lord fet
them home with Power upon your Cenfciences. The
Places I intended to mention are, Amos 6. t. Meal. 2. 2.
Zeph. 1. t2. Luke 11. 21. |

Decar Frieads, It you wou'd be 2larmed out of your
prefent Security, which is exceeding neceflary, in ovder
to your Converfion and Salvation, Lzke 1g5. 17. Put rat
the evil Day far off : But on the centrary, For Chrift’s
fake,dwell in your fix’d Meditations,upon the folemnSub-
1e&of a future Fudginent ; and look on yeur felvesas

fifted at the dreadful Bar of Chrift, and there expos'd -
"and condemn’d, and fee if thiswill have no Impreffon
on you ! | _ 1

2. To the convinc’d, I wou'd obferve, That there is
no Subje@ fo fuitable as this of the luf Fadgment,to fix
and rivet their Convictions in their Hearts, as a Nail in
a fure Place. For God's fake, do not think it is enouph
%o be convinc'd of Sin, unlefs you be converted from it
m Heart and Life. Nay, finning againftand extinguith-
ing of Conviftions will highten your Iniguities, poffais
you with jeven Devils, make your latter State worfe
‘than the firft, infall:bly afcertain, and inutierably aggra-
vate your everlalt:ng Damnation, except ye repent; fobn
. P 2 3. 19.

_—
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3. 19. Mat."12. 44,45, O Sirs ! make no finful Hafte,
aud ufe no wicked Shifts, to get rid of your prefent Trou-
ble:, but wait in God’s Way for his'ime and his Help.
Poor Things ! Confider that the blefled Shepherd ¥efus
has come our of the Bcfom of his Father tofeek and fave
that which wasloft, and to Lind up the broken-hearted,
If:i. Gr. And

3. To the Converted, this Subject is very app'icable
many Ways ; from #his ye may derive the {weeteft Ccm-
Jortsin Adverfity ; from this ye may derive the firongeft
Excitements to Duty.,

Very dear Bretbren, I muft addrefs you in the Lan-
ouage of the Apoftle Peter in hic 2d Epiftle, 3d Chapter
11. Ner. Seeing then that all thefe Things fhall be di[foized,
what manner of Perfons ought ye to be in all holy Conver-
fation and Godlinefs, looking for and bafining unto the com- .
ing of the Day of God. 1 conclude, and remain your
unworthy, but unfeign’d Friend and Servant in the dear

and precious Lord Jefus.

New-Brunfwick, Fuly
0. 1737.

G. Tennent.
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THE

Solemn Scene

OF THE
Laft JUDGMENT.
ROV VSTITITIVTVVVIJVIVBIOBTI

2 THES. 1. 6,7, 8, 0.

Seeing it is @ righteous thing with Ged to :ecomj)cnjb Tri-
bulat:cn to them that trouble you ;

And to you who are troubled, re ﬂ with us, when the Lord
7e/'u5 Shall be revealed fram beaven, with his mighty
Angels,

In ﬁzzmzm Fire, taking Vengeance on tbem that know not
God, and that obey mot the Gofpel of our Lord Fefus
Cbrlﬂ
Wo fball be punifbed with ez rer’ajhng Deftruition from
the Prefecnce of the Lord, and from the Glory of his
Pewer.

B2l f T i a moft dreadful and afli&ive
% % é\@ % Sight! to behold vaft Multitudes of
CROUNOY @ unnappy Sinners, who are inconfide-
:ﬁ% I g&g@ rately haftning upon the fwift Tor-
rent of Time to that great Ocean of

ww%‘)ﬁ ermfy, whence therg is no return-
@@ AR Ding; without confidering what will
be the Confequence of their preient

lmpletles, the fevere hxazi)len they fhall unqlergo befo;e
‘ 3 the
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the great Judge of Heaven and Earth, the everlafting
State of Mifery and Woe which they fhall be finally
apd irrevocably fixed ing except they repent ; after 2
few fleeting Voments are expired | It’s ftrange, to A-
mazement, to behold intellisent Creagures endow’d with
rationa} and noble Powers, 1o far degenerated from their
own Order, {o far funk into a brutith Stupidity; fo far
forgeting the Dignity of their Nature and Defign of
their Being, as to be chiefly intent upon,and profpective
about, the fecuring and amaffing temporary and perith-
ing Vanities ; whiie in the mean time they induige the .
fapineft Negligence about the Concerns of their ever-
laiting State !

Now feeing the Security, whichalas! too much every
where prevails, is as prejudicial to all the import.nt and
truly valuable Interefts of Mankind, as it is unreafona-
ble and general ; muft it not be an A& of Friendfhip
to a lethargick and infatuated Generation, to labour ta
thock them out of their enchanted Slumbers, by fetting
betore them the Terrors of that Gop they provoke, the
Terrors of that Fudgment they fhall pafs, the Terrors
of that Damnation they demerit : That {o they may be
brought to fome Senfe ot their Mifery, and be therely
prepar’d as Objects for the divine Mercy; *isin Pur-
{uance of this that I kave chofen to di‘courte upon the
Veries I have read ; which ofter to our View a very fo-
lemn and magnificent Defeription of the gereral Fudg-

7:e folemn Scene

ment : In which we may Nore thefe Particulars foilow-
.ing, (1) A Defignation of the Perfon of the _'}':tz",gc’,. . o)
A Qiﬁnpr:wz ot his puinpons Appearance. And (3; A
fuccintt Narrative of the judicial Precefs.

Bat before I proceed to difcourfe of thefe Particulars
entioned, let me teg Leave > premife a few W ords.
That there will be a general Judgment of the Quick
and Dead, appears evident from the following Confide-
rations, Namely, The Prophefies of the Old Teftzment ;
Emech, the feventh from Adam, prophefy'd-of thefe
things, faying, Behold the Lord cometh with ten Thott-
[ands of bis Saimts 5 Jude 14. 'The Palmift alfo dif-
. : courfeth
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courfeth of this, in the goth Plalin 3. Our God fpall come
and fball not keep S.lence: a Fire fball devour before bim,
and it fball be very tempefuous round absut bim. Very
empbhatical and folemn, are tht Words of the Prophet
Danicl, refpecting ghis important Tranfaclion, in the 7th
Chap. & oth Ver. Azd I bebeld till the Toroves were caf
downyS the antient of Days did fit w*of Garmens was white
as Snmow, and the Hair of bis Head like purc /5ool ; bis
Throne was like a fiery Flame, and bis IWreels as buraing
Fire ; a fiery Stream iffued, and came fortir frem before
bim, Thoufunlds of Tio [aads minifired unio bim, and tem
Thoufnnd t mes ten Thoufand fcod befere bim. Of this our
Lord himieit allo proph=fy'd, Matth. 12. 35. But I [ay
unto you, that e ry ille Jiverd that Men fhall [pc-ik, they
fhall give Acconit theres! inthe Day of Juigment.

- To thisawful Truth the Ap-#los likewiie gave Wite
nefs, according to their Maiter’s Precept : Acts 10. 42
And be commanded u; to preech unto th> Pcople, and to
teffify, Tozt 1t is bey that is erdained by God, te be Fudge
of Quick and Dead.

This the Confent of Nations and Ceniciences of Man-
kind declare to be an unthaken Verity, by their folemn
App=ais to God, when they cannot obtain Juftice a-
mongft their feilow Creatures. Yea, even when Men
do coimit fuch Crimes as human Laws take the Cog-
nizance ot ; do not their Confciences fting them with a
Senf: of Guilt, and rack them with the Fears of 2 fu-
ture judgment. Thisis well exprefs’d by one vho had
nothing but the Light of Nature to direct his S:ntiments. |

Tacita [udawnt precordia culpa.

“ The Guilt which from unfeen Pollution {prings,

“ Fale Sweatings, Horrors, in the Bofom brings.

Of the like Tendency is this memorable Pailage of ano-
ther ot the faid Chara ter.
Turpe quod acturus te fine tefle time.

“ It thou wouldft do a viie ignoble Deed,

“ Thy Selt, without a Wiinefs, thou mayft dread.
Yea,a guilty Mird will fometimes Occafion fuch uneafy
Senfations, by its juft Refle@ions, that the rudeft Profli-
gate is not able to extingnith them, by all the impious .
P 3 | Acts
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Arts of Diverfion he can invent. While in the mean
time Innocence infpires its Poffeffor, with the nobleft Plea-
fure and braveft Magnanimity, in attempting, enduring
and furmounting, the numerous Difficulties that attend
the human Life. Hence are thole famous Sayings of
the Pagan Poets,
Nil confcire fibinuliane pallefcere culpa,
Murus chenzus effo.
And that of Horace,
Integer wita, [celerifg; purus, non egot muri,&ec.
« He who of Guilt, has but his Con{cience free;
«“ As Walls of Brafs, impregnable may be.
Thisalfo the Reafon of Man fuggefts, from the Con-
fideration of the divine Perfeftions ; particularly from
the Wifdom, Juftice and Truth of God. Seeing the
great God has made rational Creatures capable of moral
Government, and propos’d a Law to them as the Rule
of it ; en‘orc’d by fuch Threats and Promifes as were
worthy of God, and (uited to the Nature of Man ; fufhi-
cient to alarm their Fear, and excite their Hope or De-
fire, thofe two governing Paffions of the Soul and great
Sources of Action ; it is therefore extreamly neceffary,
that thofe Rewards which divine Wiflom has projected,
and divine Truth and Juftice enzaged to iflue, thould
be diftributed according to the different Actions of Men,
otherwife difhonourahle Refletions would be caft upon
the Attributes of the Deity ; namely, cither that his
Wifdom fail’d in the Propo‘al or Aflignment of the Re-
wards ; or his Truth and Juftice in the Execution of
them, which to imagine of the blefled God would be
the moft crimfon Blafphemy. Now it often happens
in this State of Tryal and Probation, that Men receive
not Rewards fuited to their differcnt Characters. Bafe
and fordid Creatures are often flufh’d with profperous
Succefles, crown’d with Honours, and carefs’d with Plea-
fures; while brave and vertuous Souls are laden with
Reproach, and fuffered to grapple with all the Adverf-
ties of Fortune! And that otten times for their Firm-
nefs of Mind, their Zeal and Fidelity in their Mafter’s
Service ! Now, Is it not a righteous thing with God to
| ' recompenie

|
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recompenfe Tribulation to thofe that troubie his People ?
Is it not juft that thofe pious Souls, who have had their
Characters clouded by unjuft Afperfons, fhould Lave
their Innocence vindicated, and their Adverfaries put
to Shame ? But thisis fometimes impracticable in this
World ; and therefore there muft be a time in the next,
when all Wrongs fhall be recref¥d, and every thing
made to appear in its true Colours.

As to that determinate Zime of the laft Judgment,
that is known only to God, and referv’d as a fecret in
the divine Bofom from all Mortals; and that for very
wife Reaf:ns; viz. to awaken our Fears, excite cur Di-
licence, and f{ipport our Fatience : That not knowing
the exa& Time of our Lord’s coming, we may be every
Iay expe@ing of it, and preparing for it. In the mean
time it may be afferted, that the coming of the Son of
Man will be very fzdden and unexpeited : The Day of
the Lord, fays the Apoftle Peter, will come as a Thief in
the Night, i. e. when it is not looked tor, then the Hea-
vens fhall pals away with a great Noife, and the Elcmeats
fhall melt with fervent Heat, 2 Pet. 3. 1o. At Mid-
#ight, 1. e. in the fecure State of the Church, there
will be a great Cry, Behsld the Bridegroom cometh ! Go
ye out to meet bir.  As it was in the Days of Noah and
Lot, fow'll it be in the Days of the Son of Man : Trey
eat, they drank, married and were given in Marriage.
‘They fhall indulge themfelves in the fecureft Senfuality,
and little dream ot fo terrible an Event. For a5 @ Snare
will it come on all that dwell on the Face of the Earth.
While Sinners cry, Pcace, Peace, [udden Defiruttion
Jhall come upon them as @ Travail ona Woman with Chiid.

The Place of Judgment, it is probable, will be the
Region of the Air; {o near to the Earth as to render the
great Judge and his judicial Procefs vifible to all it’s In-
habitants. Hence is that of the Apoftle to the 74 ffa-
lonians, that the Righteouswill be caught up in the Clouds,
to meet their Lord in the Air, 1 Thefl 4. 17.

Having thus premifed a few Hints, refpecting thofe
things which [ deem’d neceffary to give Light to the
‘Subje& to be difcufs’d. | :
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I proceed to confider the Particulars which I before
obierved werc included {expre:ly) in the Text under
our Coulideration. The

1. Of which is, the Perfon wio is to pafs a fina! Judg-
ment, upon Vez and Asgels, in the great Day of God ;
and this is no other than the LORD VESUSCHRIST ; him
tie Father bath ordained, to accomplifh this iraportint
Work, 475 17. 31. Though the Son of Godin refpe *
oi his Deity and efCntial Glury, being co-equal and co-
eternzl with the Fa her, be the ab.olute Monarch of the
Univerie,having an original & unalienableClaim of Right
to give Laws to govern the Creatures he has made ; and
1o pasatfin | Judgmentupon their eernal btate, accord-
mge to their Ubiervance or Non-obiervance of them :
Yetas janand Yediator, he isinterior to the Father,
and v acls by Delegation from him. in this greatand fo-
iemn Vraniaction @ John 5. 20, 27. For as the Faticr
batbh Lifein bimfelfy Jo bath b gizen to the Som to bave
Life in kiayelf, aol bath givenbim Autboriiy to execute
Falgmn: alls, bocaufe b sthe Som of Man: And in-

ecd it v highly reaonaje that the Perfon who 15 to
traniat this grand Afliir, fhould be God and Man in one
Perion, in ovder to pats arighteous Sentence upon all the
Thougat,, W\ ords, and Actionso: reafonable Creaturs:s;
and to exec te it, nothing lers than intinite Knowledge
and infinite Power are necetlary © Now thefe are Pro-
poitin pacsiiar to the fupream Being. The fecret
Harmgs of Action, from which their Guilt or Goodnefs
15 prmcimily derived, devold of all Diguile, are only
o)<nto e ali-penetrating Eye oi God. Not to 1ay
tnaf as the divine Nature 1s only capalie to exceute {o
dificnit a Tak, H it only worthy ot the Honours of
it. To pats a determinative Sentence upon the everlali-
ing Statesof Men and Angels, is a Dignity too facred
2ad venerable for any meer Creatures to fuftain. The
Yo'y Lamb ot God is only worthy to open the Seals ot

RN
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nLe o U ot God's invaniable Purpofes, and to affign to
SLen oald Anpcely, thole endlefs Rewards and Punidh-
Sy ln -‘.‘- :'-_\\1 vooie VPR AP -

mearn . that are wuited to tueir diffcrent VWorks, Rev. 5.
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And is it not expedient, that he who is vefted with
the Character of fupream Judge, fhould partake of the
human Nature in Union with the Deity ? Ttat the ju-
diéial Procefs with embodied Creatures concerning their
overt Actions, might be carried on wifzbly, and fo the
more fatistaCorily ? Should the diziz> G/.ry appear in its
radiant Majefty and unclouded Brightnefs, without the
Allay of Humanity, what Mortal could behold that in-
acceffivle Light, before which the pureft Seraphs veil
their Faces | What mortal Ear could hear the Thunder
of that Voice which melts the Mountains, and makes
the Pillars of Heaven tremble ? Hence we are told,
that tbe Fatber judgeth no Man, (1. e. im'vediately) bt
bath comniitted all 7udgme7zt unto the Som.

The Faffice of the final Sentence will appear the more
confp.cuo as, becaufe the Judge is of our ows Frame and
Conftitution, toxched with the Feeling of our Infirm:ties,
pofle’d of the {trongeft and tendereft Compaffions tc-
wards us ; and theretore will not dcom any who are of
the fame Nature with himfclf, to extream and endiefs
Miery; without the mo!t clamant (auie and vrgent
Necefiity. And,

The &7 'rz”'zlzchf of Sin will be doubtlefs bereby ex-
poc’d, 2nd made to appear in its crimfon Acgwwutlox
and flagrant Malignancy ; in that it turns the {olteﬁ
(ompﬂhon, into the fternett Severity ; obliging the
merctiul Saviour, who came trom the Bofom of his blef:
{.d Father, {that T'hrone of the brightelt Giory, that
Seat of the tweetett Felicity, that Center of 1ercne
Maefty) into a miterable W orld, and thereby the moft
Mtomfhmg Stoop ot co defcending Excellency, hfwmg

aflum’d the human Nature into a hy poftmcal perfonal
and infeparzble Union with his Delt§, endured incon-
ceivable Pain and extream Mifery, in order to {zve Souls
from ever.laﬁing and deferved Ruin, and purchate fer
them an endleisand a glorious Life: T Lt ¢ <, I iy, af-
ter {uch valt 1. \pﬂnu, oi Labour and of blool, frouid
" be obliged by Sin, to banith Impennenb imo eiernal
~Death ; This, This, affords the moft dcteftable Idea of
Sm that can peflibly enter into human Mipd. It mlgICL
e e
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be further obferved concerning the Wifdom of this
Conftitution of Chrift to be the Judge of the Univerie,
that thereby the unditturbed Harmony of the divine
Attributes, will be eminently apparent ; which here we
bave but very imperfet Netions of. For at the fame
time will be executed upon different Objects, the mild-
eft Clemency and moft awiul Severity, the richeft Mer-
¢y and evereft Juitice, the heavielt Vengeance and the
nebleft Love !

And as it moft needs infpire the Hearts of all good
Men with great Magnanimity, and peculiar Pleafure ;
to th:nk that that SAVIOUR, whom they love and ferve
from tie Heart, is te be their fupream and final Judge.
So on (he contrary, it can't but ditcourage and dilirets
the Hearts of the Ungodly, to think thac that JESUS
whofe Doctrine they have difcredited, and whoie Laws
they have difobeyed, will cetermine their everlafting
Stace. Hence is that {olemn and Soul-afledting Patlage
of the Apoitle 7obn in the Revelations, the 1{t Chapter
and the 7th Verle, Beinid be cometh in the Clouds, and
every Eye frall fze Lin. Vo this I may add ore Cornfide-
ration more, ramely, That it is more than probable that
tac Power of the laib Judgment, is an illcfirious Branch
oi the Azagly Gffrc: of the tord Jefus, confer’d upon him
by God ti:e Father, asa Reward of his deep Humiliation
ana altonifhing Abature. See Phil. 2. 8, 9. And being
Jound in Fajion ai 2 Man, be bumbled bimfelf, and be-
came obcdicrt unto Deat’, cven the Death. of the Crefs ;
whercf.re alfo God haib bighly exalted bim, and given
bim a Name whch i5 absce cvery Name.

T'his leads me to confider the

2d Pariicular included in our Text, namely, The
Apnearance of this Judge whom the Father hath con-
fticuted, in that terrible Day of God, when the grand
and folemu Scene of eternal Judgment fhall be open’d ;
and this no doubt will be fuliof inexpreflible Pomp, and
vemendous Majetty ; asour Text intorms us: T hes the
Lord F. [1s ihall be reveal d frem Heaven, with bis mighty
Angcls im flaming Fire. Now the Heavens conceal h;}m,
” ut
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but then they fhall difclofe their Lord and Crnament,
to the Admiration of the whole Univerfe ; tor cvery Eye

fball fee bim ! The eternal Son of God fhall defcerd

vifibly from the heavenly Paradice, that Throne of maz-
jeftick Beauty and refuigent Glory, attended with 2il
poffible Enfigns ot Power, and inconceivable Grandeur.
He will come guarded with a Train of :rnumerable and
mighty Angels: he wi!' come environed witha vaft and
glorious Retinue of perteGed Spirits ; theie will attend
the great Judge of Heaven and Earth, the defcending
God, through the airy Regions, to the Seat of Judgment ;
in order to grace that magrificent Solemnity, with the
auguft State ! Thefe holy and mighty Angelswill doubt-
jefs, be employed as Minifters ot Juftice and Mercy at
that great Day, in fummoning Criminals tc the Bar, and
executicg their woful Sentence upon them ; as well as
sathering in the Ele&, and accompanying them to their
blifstul Mianfions. No doubt theie Ngobles of the Court
of Heaven will appear in their brighteft Robes. And
we are told, that our great LORD himfeif will be re-
veal'd in flaming Fire. \Vhen the Law was given by
Mofis upon Sinai, the Mount trembied for Fear, and
was wrapt in Fire and Smoke : And the Voice of the
terrible JEHOVAH proclaim’d his venerable Law from
the midft of tie Flames ; which ftruck the whole Hofts
of frael, with the utmoft Confternation. Now if the
Lord appear'd with 10 much Majefty and Terror when
the Law was given, aow much more when he comes to
avenge the Breaches of it. This Mafs of Fire, which
the Text mentions, being added to the Splendor of his
slorified Body, « wll, asone well exprefles it, caufe
“ him to outfhine the Suz in his Meridian Bloom and
« Beauty, and drown all the Lights of Heaven with the
“ conquering Brightne(s of his Appearance. .So that
“ when he comes trom his ctherial Palace, and appears
“ upon the eaftern Heaven, the immenfe Sphere.of vi-
“ fbleGlory that fhall furround him, will in the Twink-
“ fing of an Eye fpread and diffufe it felf over all the
« Creation, and caufe beth the Heavens and Earth to
“ glitter like flaming Fire.” It is with the utmoft Mag-

) nificence,

-
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nificence, that the holy Scriptures defcribe the fecond
Coming cf the SoN or Max ! When he came as a
Sacicur, his divine Glory was veil’d with the Mautle of
his Humanity ; he vho was God over all blefled for e-
ver, appeared inthe Ferm of a Servant, was willingly
expel’d to Poverty and Contempt, with all the painful
Maiadies to v bich the human Nature is {ubjedt | But
when he comes av a Fudee he will affurne a Splendor and
Greatnels {uitable to the Glory of his Deity ; fuitable to
the Dionity of hisCharadter ! The Face of the Heavens
will be cenvule'd into a flaming Scrowl, and the dee
Foundaticns of the Earth fhall fhake, while its Surface,
being torn by Earthquakes, fhall fend forth Rivers of
Fire ! In the mean tirme while the Heavens and Earth
are covered with a general Ruin! The dreadfui Clan-
gor (8r Blaft) of the Archangel’s Trumpet, which fhall
awake the dead out of their fecure Recefles ; the awtul
Roarings of the great Ccean; with terrible Peals of
Thunder from the Heavens above, and hideous Mur-
murs from the Earth beneath ; and the dreadful Shrieks
of damned Creatures, now expecling to hear their fina}
Doom pronounc’d ; fhall fo mingle and confound their
Groans, that the whole Face of things fhall prefent a
doleful Scene of the moft hideous, horrible and confus'd
Ruin! How dreadful will it be at this Fuads, for the
‘Wicked, to behold the Son of Man coming in the Clouds
of Heaven, in the moft triumphant Manner, with My-
tiads of the heavenly Hofts attending on him ; encem-
pafy'd with Power aud great Glory ! Defcending from
Heaven with a Shout, with the Voice of the Atrchan-
oel and with the Trump of God ! W hen our Lord ap-
peared on the Mount of Transfiguration, his Face did
thineas the Sun,and kis Raiment was white as the Light:
How fplerdid then muft his Vefture be at this glorious
Solemnity } We miay be help’d to fome Idea of the
"Luftre of Chrifl’s Appearance, by confidering that me-
‘morable Paflage of the Apoftle Fobn, Rev. 1. 13, 17.
And in the midf of the feven golden Candlcfficks, ene like
unto the Son of Man, cloatbed with a Garment dewn to
the Foat, and gir: with a golden Girdle ; bis Head dzd
s
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bis Hairs were white as Snew, and bis Eyes were as @
Flame of Fire, and his Feet like unto fin2 Brafs, as if they
burned in @ Furnace; and bis Voice as the Sound of many
WWaters.  And be bad in bis right Hand (cven Stars ; and
out of bis Mouth went a fharp two-edged Sword: And bis
Countenance was as the Sun fhineth in bis Strength. We
are alio inform’d, that ke will come in bis own and in bis
KHather’s Glory ; the Light and Beauty, the Splendor and
Mezjefty of which, is to us, in our prefent State, uncon-
ceivable and inexpreffible ! ¢ W hen he comes to Judg-
“ ment, faith one, it will be with his own glorify’d Body
of pure and immaculate Splendor, with his Hair thi-
ning like Threads of Light, his Eyes {parkling with
Beams of Majefty ; difplaving a moft beautiful Luftre
and dazling Glory round about it.” His Thgone is
{aid to be great and whkite, i. e. pure and immaculate,
flate!*- and magnificent ; and from it are faid to proceed
Lightnings, and Thunderings and Voices. Yea, {o ter-
rible and infupporiable will be the Majefty of the Judge
feated on his Throne, that the Heavens and Earth are
iaid to flee from his Face! If in the Time of his
humble Abafure, there appeared fuch Majefty in his AL
pect, that thofe who came to apprehend him went back-
rards and fell to the Ground, how will his Enemies be
able then to abide the Day of his Wrath; when he will
appear in his moft exalted Glory and Magnificence !’
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I proceed to fpeak fomething of the .
3d Particular, namely, The judicial Procefs, when
the Son of Manis feated on his fiphire Throne, refem-
bling the Body of Heaven in its Brightnefs, the whole
Race of Men fhall be gathered before kim, to receive
their Sentence from him ! Rev. 20. 11, 12. A5d [
Jew @ great white Throne, and him that [at on it, from
whofe Face the Earth and Heaven fled away, and there
was do Phace found for them. And 1 [zw the Dead, fmall
and great, fand before God ; and the Books were opened.:
And another Beok was opened, which is the Book of Life:
And vhe dead were judged out of thofe things which were
written in the Books according 1o their Fiorks. -
¢
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‘The Thunder of the Archangel's Trumpet, being
accompanied with the almighty Power of Chrift, fhall
refound to the utmoft Limits of the Globe ; ftrike the
Concave of the Heavens, and pierce the darkeft Ca-
verns, the meft remcie and filent Recefles of the Earth
and Sea, and roufe their Inhabitents frem the Sleep of
Death: That the whole rational Creation who have e-
ver lived in all the paft Age-, fince the Foundation of
the World ; and fhall hereafter come into Exiftence,
to the utmoft Peiiod and extream Verge of the Line of
‘Time, may appear at once, in a univerfal Rendezvou,
tefore the dread Tribunal of the Lord Jefus Chrift, to
receive their final Doom. Then the haughtieft Mo-
narchs, the fubtileft P liticians, the boldeft Heroes, be-
ing difrob’d of the trifling Enfigns of their prefent State
and Greatnefs, will forget their former Power, Courage
and Grandeur, and cry to the Mountains to hide them
from the Face of the Lamb that fits upon the Throne.
They fhall te forced to bow to that Saviour, whom they
here contemned, and implore his Favour, but in vain,
he will be inexorable to their unfeafonable and rueful
Crys. Their Lamentations over Sin, and Supplications
for Mercy and Pardon, might here in the 1 ime of Life
and Health be ferviceable to them ; but then it will be
too late ! too late ! The Mafter of the Houfe will rife
up, and thut teo the Door of Mercy and Salvation a-
gainft fuch wilfull Impenitents! !

We may reafonably imagine, That when the Souls
and Bodies of the Wicked are united, their Hearts will
beé torn with the moft terrible Convulfions of Guilt, Fear
and Shame ! G' With what Confufion, Horror and
Relu@ance, will impenitent Caitiffs be drag’d to the Bar
of Judgment, to hear their moft {fecret Impieties openly
expos'd, and their awful Doom pronounc’d, tefore the
whole Creaticn ! While Crouds of innumerable Devils
are at their Heels, ready to Witnefs againft them, and
hale them to the infernal Furnace ! While befere them
is that Lord Jefus, who once offered himfelf to be their
Saviour, but now is their angry Judge ! When they be-
hald his Eyes as Flames of Fire, and hear his Veice 28

the
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the Sound of many Waters, how will their Hearts be
rack’d with the acuteft Pain! Efpecially when they be-
hold the :lements above their Heads melting with fer-
vent Heat, and the mafly Earth trembling and burning
under their Feet ; and every where around them the
wilde{t Confufion and mo't deplorable Ruin blended to-
gether in a promifcuous Chaos, void of Beauty and of
Order! Andin the mean time, none in Heaven or in
Earth topity, or heip them in their Extremity! But on
the contrary, the great God and the Lord Jefus Chrift
who here cffered his Love, and intreated them to accept
it, in the moft importunate and moving Strains, now
frowning on them, and laughing at their Calamity ! Yea
and all the Hofts of Angels, and Armies of glorify’d
Saints, rejoicing in their deferved Deftru&ion } In which
God’s Juftice will have a glorions but terrible Trivmph.
{ _ Thevaft Aflembly of the Quick and Dead being thus
§ Dbrought before the burning Tribunal ! therz will be 2
{ Separation made, the Goats will be put at the Left Hand
j ©of Chrift, and the Sheep at his Right ! Mat.25. 32. Here
it isimpoffible fully to difcern between the Righteous
| and the Wicked, prefumptuous Hypocrites will croud
| amongft pious Souls, with their fpecious Pretences ; and
{ fometimes deceive the moft judicious: But there their
4 Fraudand Subtilty will be fully detected, and their Pez-
| fons feparated from the Congregation of the Rishteous,
Rot one abhorred Hypocrite will be {uffered to intrude,
isnt.o that venerable and innumerable Army of the
aints,

Then will all the Thoughts, Words, and A&ions of
Men, with their feveral Circumftances, viz. the Princi-
Ples from which they flowed, and Marks to which they
Were dire@ed, beinquir'd into and fcan’d. The moft
fecret and difguis'd Impieties, will then be torn open, to

¥ the Contempt of God, Angelisand good Men : For,
. 8od will judge the Secretsof Men by Fefus Chrift, Row.
{ 2.16. Then fhall negle@ of Duty be expos'd, and cen-
furd, as well as CommifTions of Sin s I was bunzry and ve
§eveme w0 Meat. ¢ He that knoweth to do Good, and

it not, to him it is Sin.” Then fuch as periecute

o Q God's
i
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God’s People, fhall bte recompenc’d with inexpreflible
Tribulation ; and * thofe wlo know not God, and obey
“ not the \cice of his Gofpel, i. e. who rebel againit
the Principic:of naturaland reveal’d Relicion ; ¢ fhall
“ te punithed witheveriafting Deftruction from the Pre-
feace of the Lerd, and trom the Glery et his Power.
The \Wrath of God wil be reveal'd from Heaven a-
oainft ail Ungodiine's und Unrighteoutnefs of Men,
who hold the Truth in Unrighteoufnefs, i. e. labour
to fupprefs the Convictions of the Holy Spirit.  And
alafs, how mauy fuch Soul-Murderers may we fear will
be found ! who endeavour to extinguith Trouble for
Sin, ard put cff Convi€ions of Duty, from one Time to
another, felix-itke.  Then {urelv fuch fhall not efca
who have neglected the great Salvation ; made light of
the Cffers of Ged’srichand free Grace in the glorious
Goipel ; ¢ For this is the Condemnation that Light is
¢ come into the World, and that Mlen love Darknefs
“ rather than Light, becaufe their Deedsare evil,

And then notonly great Crimes will be examined, but
thofe /effor E<ils which many little confider, and think
there is no Harm in now. Qur Lord him{elf informs us,
that every idle Vrord that Man [ball [peak, they fball give
an Account thereof, in the Day of Fudgment. And alafs!
What a dreadful Account will this be to many ¢ Mat.
12. And as the Wickednrefs of the W icked will thus be
diffected, and laid open: So on the contrary, the Du-
ties of Piety and Charity, which gocd Men have done,
fhall be proclaim’d with Honour : Their fecret Sighs,
Prayers, 'ears, Sufferings for Righteoufnefs Sake ; thofe
filent Virtues, which they here labour'd to conceal, as
much as they could from others Obfervance with a Vait
of Modefty, fhall then come into Remembrance, be
mentioned honourably, and rewarded openly. 1 was
bungry and ye gave me Food, fick and in Prifon and ys
wifited me, naked and ye cloatied me. The leaft chari-
table Action of a gracious Perfon, even to- a Cup of ceid
Jiater, thall neither be forgotten, or pafs unrewarded ;
for it isa righteous Thing with Ged, to recompﬁ'g:
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bulation to them that trcuble his,and to fuch as are troub-
led reft.

Albeit no defirable Reward for our Works { teing
brth firite and imperfeét and due to God upcen other
£.:counts ) can reafonably be expefed, yet a Reward of
«srace or Promife, according totheir Degree cf Eminente,
thall furely be conferr’d, Met. 25. 20,21. Now is it not
righteous in God to perform his Promifes.  And althe’
the Reward vouchfaied in refpec? of us, be an Ad of
Grace ; yet in refpeét of Chrif, whohasby his active and
paflive Obedience, antwered the Demands of the J.aw
for us; itisan A of Fufice. Hence is that admirsble
Paffage of Paul tothe Romans, Chap. 3.26. Todeclare bis
Righteoufnefs 5 that be might be juft, and the Tuftifier ¢f
bim that believeth in Fefus. Agreeable to this are the
Words of my Text, Secing it is @ righteous Thing with

~God to recompence Tribulation to them that trounkle you ;

and to you who are troukled, reff withus, when the Lord
Fefus fball berevealed from Heaven, with bis mighty An-
gelsy in flaming Fire,taking Vengeance on them that know
not God, and that obey mot the Gofpel of our Lord Fefus
Chrift : Who fbalibe punifbed with cverlaffing Defiruéiicn
from the Prefence of the Lord, and from the Glory of bis
Power. The Books of God’s Law and Gofpe! thall be
opened to thew Man’s Duty therefrom ; and the Books
of God’s Remembrance, and Confcience, to thew how
they have obferv’d it. Thefe are fufficient Evidences to
convi¢t the Wicked, and vindicate the Righteous: For
even Confcience it felf is as a thoufand Witnefles, and
the Knowledge of God nothing can efcape; * The
‘ Darknefs hides not from him, but the Night thines as
“ the Day.” There will be alfo other W “enefles to
compleat the judicial Procefs. Satan the Accufer of the
Brethren, who now excites to Sin, with the moft affidu-
ous Diligence, and crafty Stratagems, will then nodoubt
accufe for it, with the moft virulent Malignity.

And wicked Affociates, who here Devil-ike excites
to, and conceal one anothers Impietics, will there accufe
#id ihpfeach for them. It is probable that all fuch as
MYC been debauch’d in Principle or Praclice, by the per-
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232 The folemn Scone

nicousIniiience ofbad Advice, or Examp'e, will openly
recafe and corie their Deltroyers. And no doubt godly
Mimlery, Porints, and Maiters, who have labourd
with the utmolt Earneilneds by their Councils, Examples
anl Teirs, tareclaim thoe that were under their Charge,

N N DU \X .. D § s + PDTIT U :
witt beor VA iraes aeain® them, for rejecting all their

iabourof fLove voainid theirown Souls.  Whatever Exa
cutes obfiinate Sinners frame now to paliate their Guilt,
10 perditing in Sin, and tlighting the Offers of God’s
Grace, they will then teexpos’d and condemned. After
the Cale ot the Wicked is fully examined, it willappear
plain to the Conviction of Angels, and good Men, yea
of taeir own Confciences ; that whatever they vainly
pretend they had no reafonable Excufe for their prefent
Managemens: And {o that they themfelves were the
wilfui Can‘es of their own Damnation.  This will occa-
nich intalereble and eternal Retlections upon their own
Madnerand Guilt:  'T'his is that Worm which will bite
the Sculs of the damuw’d to all Eternity ! Matters by
Examination teing brought to this Crifis,then will follow
the Pronouaciation, and Execution ot the different Sen-
tences upon the Good and Bad. "I'he Cafe of the Righ-
12ous being. enquir'd into, their joytul Sentence will
enivre ; Zhen fhall the Kizg, the Judge {rom his
‘Throne of Glary, fay to them on bis Right Hand, Come
y2 bleflid of iy Fath.r,inbcrit the Kingdom prepared for
you, from the Foundation of the World, Mat. 25. 34. O
precious Sentence ! O good LORD JESUS ! how fweet
are thy Words! and how happy are thy People ? What
can beconceivid morc full of divine Contolation 2 Who
everaccuies, a/peries or condemns you, you are blefled by
my Father,juitify’'d and approv’d ot by him, Come ; on
Euarth you were tlighted and deferted by my Enemies,
and vour faite Friends, but [ will never foriake you ;
(ine, froma finful and miterable World under the Sha-
cow of my Wings, into the Embraces of my Bofom,
and eunloy the Delights of my Love; Come, inherit that
oloricys Kingdom, that princely Portion, which was pre-
pired for you {rom everlafting, in the Purpofes of my

Father, and in the Fulnes of Time purchafed for Yg“
’ » DY
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by ray Blood, and continued to you by my Interceffion ;
Come, and poffef@ that unpeakable Honour,and vnmerited
Hap inefs, for which you were prepared by the fanc:ify-

ing (gperatlons of the Holy Spirit; C.me, not as Sojour-

ners, but as Heirs Inhabitants ot an unalienable Pomon
and everiaﬁm Kingdom ! Comc, and dwell with God
and holy Anoelo ; Co me, and drnk the Delightsof Hea-
ven, the chriital Streams of Life which flow from tl.e
Throne of God ; Cume, ye troubled and weary Souls
who have been trouo‘ed by Sinners, and weary ot Sin,
and rnberit ﬂm Rlﬂ pnprzredfor yiu! O Itis not pol-
fible to e\(pre swith Words, the Riverz ot Joyand G ad-
nefs, which will run into the Hearts of the Glori y'd !
and make them triumph on this Occafon with Joy un-
fpeak able and full of Glory!

Now arter their joytul Sentence s pa ¥'d, they will be
honourably condudted by Hoftvof Angelsto the City of
the oreat (JOd

~\ttu~ this will fucceed the Sentence of the W icke
T'hefe impure and unho) Souls, being {uthei -1*"}' dt~
tected, and convine'd of their ungrar o1} Rebellion a-
gainit God,in breaking his Law nn:. il:ahong his Goped,
muft thea hcan thefe d readtul W o-d. lz‘nm the Mouth ot
Chri't, o ye accurfed iatoe vl g Fre.pre ardjor
the Deviland bis 4Angels W hat can be conzeiv’d more
full of Terror than this Sentence? Ye bletvd your
felves in your Properity and fal.e Hope, m‘wi were tlat-
tered by others ; butnow you are accuried by God,cur-

ed toall Lrernity 1 You wanted God ti)dt,)d"t .rem you
m this World, you lik’'d not the Know el 5“ of his
W oays and ihighted the Company of his Serviate, and
now vou mnit C"vvrt trom them for ever @ Goye acour-
elinto never-e u‘no* 131mem\ prep2 vr'd ror the s w i

and moft malignant >pirits © Ye wou'd obev € v Saa-
ge {tions, w hile ye C m*cmnei my Authority, guenoh K
my repeated Calls, and abus'd my \lcu) SN RO e

muft dwell with the't internal Gholls tor cver,
herit the Barnings provar'd tor them ! L wilh ne «rcfi:-;
you abufed ,Mgr\‘, any more ; but ye fhall be puntthe.

(’{_,} ‘ \ u‘
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with everlafting Deftruction from my gracious Prefence,
by my glorious Power !

Atter the Sentence is pronounc’d by the great Judge,
immediately it {hall be executed. Then w 111 thefe un-
happy Wretches be drag'd from the Judgment-Seat, to
that tert: ‘>. Tophet, w ho'e Flames are Lindled by the
Breath of Gol! For ever banithed from the ravxﬂnng
Sweets of Gol's Prcfence, from the amiable bocxc*y of
Sainis and Angels ! From the blifstul Regions of Li ght
and Love ! '“xom all the Joys and (7101‘ltb ot the hea-
veny Paradice ! And the lvaﬂ; Hope of ever attaining
them ! 1o Lot menfed in the burning Lake, that

aloomy Vault of thick Darknefy, trightful Hormr, and
ex ream Ik.pdzr ' With the Stings of their accufing
Coniviences ! The U o‘\xaxd ngs ant 4 Severities of Deulb
T"'u: continual Roarings, nd av. ful Lamentations of
darmned Compan Ghiv ;. and the feartul and mconpeyval]y
terr.ble \ engeance of the moit high God, pour'd tforth
upnsn them in failand never-ending Vials.  "The Shame,
¢ .w.,_uﬁon and Ancuifh ot fuch muerable Souls, cannot
Le fuily conceiv'd or exprefs’d !

'.4

Now it’s time that I proceed to fome brief IMPROVE-

SNT of what has been (poken. And,

For Iformaisy © ot there B a Judgment to come,
Leen pro ;J, then may we learn to think honou-

v‘)‘* of Goi's provi ’c;"ii;il I'ealings with Mankind.

-»Izm entertain unwerthy 1 i fma‘»ts of God, and are

T 2 Y
D
»,

-

{} ru;on hned in the'r In ){ o l'("l‘lf’“ of the Ric es of
divine asience towarls ome, u]fi the Inrorene‘.» of di-

vine G ))L.\,-' towards of "eu . This the Palmift ace
COnUS U oi, }’..&l. s T o rhiges then Lafl d.ney and 1
/‘.:e‘;)f Nilewroy thoe tlhoroitoff [ hj/rb a one as thy [oif.
Ant .\U,.",'v:.’z ':',:fii\_,' o*. :Lr-.'e‘, thac becanfe Scpreice a-
rainloan c. , Lol (needify exocuted, therefore the
Slenrsaf il Yo Viva ore f///; (et 5 them to do Ewil.
S the or 13 fomictimes direngthned in his Im-

i :3 ¥ by e (},w-xst Clemencey and B ounty, which 1
Tenextenoel o and vouchinied vpon, \(T‘) unwy arthy
Sl the Sernr Leholding the Wicked tri-
umph,




rm” B

. i

RERVF F -, TP WORIY + - . ] Sl

LD S

|

of toelzg Fudgment. 235

umph, and on the contrary, tha: Train of Calamities
which affi& the Juft, is fometimes ftuinlied in hisFaith,
and is tempted to think he has wathed nis HHandsinvain:
But let both Saint and Sinner confider, that this World
i3 but a Time of Tryal, Patience and Prolation ; having
Relation to ano-her State and Time, when after the
Conclufion of this Dremma, Rewards will be diltributed
according to Men’s Actions here ; then will God re-
prove the Sinner, and fet bis Sins in order before him.
Thofe Impieties he now conceals & forg:ts,are fealed up
among{tGod’sT'reafures, referved to the Da ot Judgment
to be punifhed ; forto God belongs Vcncemce and
Recompernce. As fure %Go’w]uft fofure ﬂwa‘llmpf’m-—
tent Sinners be punith'd. A DPelay of the Execution of
Juftice will not alter its Nature, or 1atl\ty its Demands.
But on thecontrary the Lxpence of abus’d Paticnce will
excceding'y heighien therr, and {o inutterabl y aggra-
vate the Damned’s Pains, And on the (ontrc.rv the re-
ligious Labours and patient Sufferings of the jn‘h will
honoarably remembred, and bonutitully reward.d, Ly
good God. The Apoftle Pau/ fully confirms this pre-
cious Truth it the 1econd Chapter of his Epiftie to ithe
Romans, the 6th --- 1oth Verfe, /I ko will {1aith he}
render to every Man accordine to bis Deeds @ To them,
who by paticat Coatinwance in well-dsing, foek for Glory,
and Honour, and [uprtality ; etornal L i/e = But unto
them thet are uom 1 0wy @nd do not obey tie Truth, but
obey Unrig hteoufncls ; Intignati onand /1 rath; Trzbdlatzoﬂz
and /Imzu/b ll’)(/?(g Ty Soul of Mai 1bar dg eth Evil, ¢
the Yew fi-ff, (beacaute firlt in Point of Privilege) and
alfo Of the Centile.

z. From this Subject {prings vmpem\a?) Confolation
to pious Souls. The Reiation they bear to the Judge,
the Love they have for him, and Longings after him,
will make his Appeamnce very joytul a and xetreﬂnng to
them. [f the Feet of his faithful Mefiengers were beau-
titul, how much more will the Perfon ot ther Prince
and Maﬁer b del"rable > When he comes to judge the
World, then the Troubled fhall have reft. Suchasare
fincercly troubled for their Sins againit God, {0 as to re-

O 4 torm
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form from them ; fuch as are unjuftly troubled for their
Piety towards God, by wicked Men, and bear it patient-
ly; fuch as are generouly troubled for the Sufferings of
the “hurch of God, fo as to fuccour und help them as
their Capaci'y admits ; 1uch es are evangelically troubled
for their little Progrefs in Goodnefs and Ufefulnefs ; may
expe:t a perfect, uninterrupted, and eternal Reft, from
Sin, and every Sorrow that proceeds from it. All thofe
gracious Ssuls, wao inagood Caute are afpers’d with Re-
proach and Scorn, may expect to bave their Innocency
vindicated, and their Perfonshonoured ; their Righteouf-
ne:s will furely fhine as the Light, and their Judgment
as the Noon Day ; while their Adverfaries will be put
to Shame, and covered with Contempt. All fuch as
Sigh tor the Abominations ot the Land, Sorrow for the
Aulictions of Fsfe0h, and heneftly Lament their own
Imperiections, will then be greatly comforted ! For then
that Light and Joy which is fown in the faithful Pro-
miies, and unchangeable Covenant of qu, will foring
up into a plentitul and everlatting Harvelt. The will
t .ofe that know God, and Jefus Chriit whom he th
fent, obtain eternal Life. Then fuch as labour evanpe-
lically to keep God’s Law. will be crown’d with Honour
and Immortaiity ! "I'hon thote that believe and obey the
Gotpzl, will obtain the Liad of their Farth and Obedience,
the Salvation of their Souls. Then the charitable Per-
~ fon will be honeured, tctore all the EHots of Angels and
perfected Spirits; and every one of their jeeret and fi-
lent Vertues, pubiickly proclawn’d | Zwes bungry, wnd
. ye fed me---  And can we thin they wili mits a Reward
. of Grace porpurtion’d to taeir Benehesnee ¢ Then will
all the iecret Fieties of modeit humble houls, be open’d,
with all their crient Beauiies and Ulufhing Excellen-
“cies ! O Sirs ! Shou'd not tiis e a powertul Induce-
ment to us, to abound in thofe thun:s which will then
fo much conduce to our Honour and enctit.
Al d, | |
2. From o1, Subject ariies unfpeakalie Turror, to the
whole Conpregaticu of the \hicned | Iv there a Judg-
ment to come ¢ Lhen nirable indced will Le Cate c;t
| fuen
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fuch as know not God ! i. e. fuch as have wrong Con-
ceptions of the divine Being, as tho’ he were like them-
felves, and indulg’d Iniquity as much as they ; becaufe
~ his Patience fuffer’d them to take their Swing in Sin for
'a Time, without Punifhment. But then will they find
themf:lves miferably Miftaken ; but alas te0 /ate, 108
late !

Such as continue in grofs Ignorance of God’s Waord
and Ways, may expet no favour then, Ifai. 27. 11.
Such as have no experimental Knowledge of God’s
Truths, who know not God to be their God in Cove-
nant, will be covered wi:h Shame and banithed from
Jehovah, Rom. 5. 4, 5. Such as prote(s they know God,
but in Works deny him, being abominable and difobe-
dient, and to every good Work reprobate ; contra-
dicting, in the Courfe of their Converfation, the natural
Notions of a God, which are infculpted on the human
Mind, will be a terrible Plight at the general Judg-
ment ; tor [T horemongers and Adulterers God fhail judge.
The Apoftle Perer obferves, 2 Pet. 2. ¢, ro. that the
Lord knows how to referve the Unjuft to the Day of Fudg-
ment to be punifbed; but chiefly they that wals after the
Flefpinthelufi ¢f !/ cleannefs.  Hear, ye prophane Souls,
what God {przaks 10 you by the Apoitle Pau/, 1 Cor. 0.
0, 10. hnow ve nut thai the Unrighteous (hall not inberit
the Kingdom of God 2 Be not deceived © Neither Feraica-
tors, mir Llolaters, nor Adultercrsy nor Effeminate, nor A-
bullrs of thmilves with Niankind, nor Thicves, nor Co-
vetors, nor Drunkards, nor Recilers, nor Extortiomers,
fhall inberir the Kingidem of Ged. "Vhen {ecure Sinnersin
Zion will b afraidy Feaofulnefs foall [urprife the Hypo-
crites : TEho among us fhall dwell with the devouring
Fire? IV ho amengfl us [hail d.well with cveriafing Burn-
ings ¢ O ye wicked Prophaners ot God’s Name and
Day, remember that the great God will not hoid you
guiltlels ; let the Scoffers at Piety remember, that, {o
continving, their Baads of Death and !eftruction, will
be then made flro.g.  But will the fecret Sins of the
Wicked be expos'd 2 Then how will you hide your
Faces, vou guilty Souls ¢ W hen God-JMan appears to

judge
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238 Tte folemn Scene

judge the Quick and Dead ; whea ail your crafty Vil-
larv*=, and fordid Impieties, which here you laborrd to
ce eal with fo much Art and Pains, fhall be brought to
the bright.{t Light, & open’d in all their crimfon Aggra-
vation», to the Abhorrence ¢f God, Men, and Angels!

And all you who ilight the Precepts, Promifes and
Offers of the glorious Goipel of the Grace of God, re-
member as you are condemned already, (Fobs 3. 36.)
that then, except ye repent, that Sentence will executed
againft you ; A terrible Damnation expe@s you if ye
continue in your Sins, it will be more tollerable for So-
dom and Gomorrba i the Day of the Lord, than for you.
Hell from beneath is moved to meet you at your com-
ing. If pious Mofes wae o affected with the Sight of
God, vpon Mount Sinai, that he did exceedingly Fear
and Quake, Heb. 512. 21. It zealous Ifeizh was {fo much
affeéied with Fear, by beholding of a {mall Glimpfe of
God’s Glory, when the Seraphs crv’d, Holy, boly, boly, is
tke Lord of Hifts, that he complain’d, /o 75 me I amun-
dene! - Ma.. 6. g. If faithtul Dansel was {o {furprized
with a Vifion, that he fwoon’d away with the dread
thercof ! Dan. 1ro. &, r1. Then how will you who are
condemn’d by complicatcd Guiit, and covered with the
bafeft Pefcrmity ; be able ta bear up under the Appsa-
rance of the Judge of Heavenand of Earth ; whcie Loins
will be girded a- with the fineft Gold of Uphaz ; his Body
ke the Beryl, and his Face as the Appearance of Light-
ning, and his Eyes as Lamps of Fire, his Arms and his
Feet like polifi’d Brafs, and the Voice of his Words
Yike the Voice of a Multitude. If the Joints of Bel-
pazzer's Knees were loof'd by trembling, in the midft
of his Grandeur and Jollitry ! by the Appearance ot but
a Hand-WTriting upon the Wall, what Fear and Trem-
bling thall poflefs you! Guilty Luft? Strip'd of all your
preient Comforts and Ornaments ; when you behold.the
Tord Jefusappearing in the greateft Majeity and hxg}'.-
it Glory ! It the Appearance of a temporal Judge in
Lis fearlet Robes, {irikes fuch a Damp in a guilty Prifo-
ner at the Bar, what Horror fiall tear your Bofoms, if

ye repent Bot, when ye tehold the Son of God

coming




- by u. . R Y
BREOPIY TG~ - R B Tl L

L2

e n&' 2

A e

of the laft Fadgmen?. 230

coming in the Clouds of Heaven, or feated on his blaz-
ing Throne of Judgment ! If this Minute we heard the
Heavens groan and roar with piercing Claps of Thun-
der, and were encompafs’d with terrible and fudden
Flafthes of Lightning, from the murmuring Clouds, and
in the inean umc felt the labouring Earth tremble under
our Feet, ready to open it’s Mouth and devour us, and
beheld the Lord Jefus defcending to the Seat of judg-
ment, from the opening Heavens, on a Body of Light
brighter than the Sun, with all his holy Angels about
him ; what pale frighted Countenances and trembling
Fearts would there be amongft us, what crying to God
tor Mercy and Pardon. But becaufe Chrift defers his
ceming, {tupid Sinners will net believe it, and confider
1ty 10 as to prepare for it ! But be affured, my Brethren,
that Chrift will 2s certainly come to judge you, as tho’
you now faw him coming fromHeaven. All ye miferable
Souls, who are guilty of any of thofe Evilz I before ex-
prefs'd, and continue in them, believe it, the Time ha-
ftens when the Lord Jefus fhall be reveal’d irom Hea-
ven with his mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, to take
Vengeance on you ; to inflict Punifhments with Jea-
loufy and incenfed Indignation, fuited to the Number
and Heinoufmers of your Crimes. Then fhall ye be pu-
nifhed with everlafting Deftruétion, from the Prefence
ol the Loud, and trom the Glory of hisPower. Ye fhall
be torever deprived of the gracious Prefence of God,
and expo’d to an intenfe, continual and eternal De-
{truction ! God’s ftern Juftice and almighty Peower; will
be glorified, in your utter and eternal Ruin ! Dear Bre-
thren ! It theie Things will not afe¢t you, I know not
what wiil ; even a Pagan pefix trembled when he heard
this Subject difcrurfed of ; bat alas Jome of our Gofpel
Sinners, are more hardned than the Pagans!

In the laft Place, Iexhort you my Brethren, in the
Name and Bowels ot Chrift, and by all that fhould be
dear to you, that you would quickly endeavour to pre-

pare for Chrift's Coming to Judgment, which may be

very fpeedily to you, even beiore to-morrow Morning.
In

ey
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In the Parable of the Virgins we read, that at Mideigh
dhere was a great Cry, bekold the Bridegreom cometh !
"The Measns I would prefcribe to you for that End are,
a frequent Meditation upon Death and Judgment, Exa-
punatin, Prayer and a fpeedy Reformation. Let the
wicked Man forfake bis May.----) ! methinks, The
Confide-ation of thelaft Judgmesnt fhou'd dezer us from
fecre” Sins, and eXcite us to a conicientious Pecformance
of the fecret Dutiesof Religion ! fecing that then that
wtich is now done in Corners will be publithed on the
Houte Tops ; i. e. in the mo't open and caunfpicuous
Manner poffitle.  But my dcar Brethren ! That which
I woa'd efpecially and pafisnately recommend to you,as
a2 principal and abiolutely neceflary Preparative, for the
Judgment of the great God, is that you would fpeedily
and vehemently labour to b: acquainted with experi-
menra! and viral Religion: Namely, Juftification trom
the Guiltot Sin, by the Grace ot Chrilt ; and Sanctifi-
catiot: ‘rom the Power of Sin by the Spirit of Chrift.
O Sinner ! Agree wth thine Adve fary qu ckly, whiles
2box art in the /12y witbhim : left at any Time the Adver-

fary dslizer thee to the ¥.-dg>, and the Judge deliver thee

o the Officer, and thou be caff into Prifon. FVerily 1 Jay
sto thee, Thou (balt by no Mean: come out thence, 11/l 1 bou
baff perd the urtermoff Fartiing, Mat. 5. 25, 20.

O Brethren ! ¢ Wath vour Hearts from Wicked-
« pes : How long fhall vain Theughts ledge within
“ you. Cleanfe your Hands ye Sinners, and purity
“ your Hearts ye double-minded, te afHi¢ted and mourn
““ and weep :-- -Life i+ frhort, Eternity 15 long, Death is
near, and - the ludge at the Door ; in a litt%c;'l‘ime ve
wilt be paftall Remedy, ir ye repent not; if therc e
any Convictions of Sin and Danger, m any o' you,

- encourag: and preferve them by Confideration and Sup-

plication 1o God, as the moft invaluable Jewels. Shua
unnecea 'y Conver(ation with ungodly Peop'e.  Forfake
the Fooli% and live----Be humbly refolute 1n God’s Ser-
vice, whatzver it coft you, for true Religionis its own
Reward here, and haow much more {o will it be hercatter.
Yoe Saffceiagi of this prefent Morld ave not worthy to be

cempar'd
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comper'd with that Weight of Glory whick fball be re-
oealed. If it feem Ev:l to others to tcrve God in a pro- !
fligate and Ipu:rverﬁ: Age, letit not do fo t¢ you. Q'
Sinners ! feech you by the tender Mercies of God,
that you would not al\m}s halt between two Op'n*ons,
GodandBazl. If ye will faithfully obferve thefe Things,
th Day of Chrif will be a Day of refrefhing to you ;
and you will long for it, with the poor Ckurch ; and fay,
Come Lord ]efus come quickly, even fo come thou bleffed
Son of God! Amen, Amen.
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Ceniid RE ADE R,

258525 fy A M heartily griev'd that the fol-
% % % 5%3 lowing Difcourfe falls fo far fhort of
the Dlgmty and Importance of the
Subject it treats upon. The moft
exalted Seraphs, who continually at-

®§a@€? tend the buﬁnmg Throne of God,

@-@ ;4> 42» and behold the great Redeemer fhi-
ning in all the ravxfhmg Charms of

his mediatorial Excellencies, adored by all the profirate
Hofts of Paradice ; who gladly caft their {parkling
Crowns at the Feet of our venerable and very dear Im-
manuel, cannot by the higheft Strains of their heavenly
Rhetorick fet forth the thoufand thou‘andth Part of his
adorable Glories and immenfe Precioufueft, which infi-
nitely tranfcends the utmoft Verge of a Creature’s.
Thought, although of the higheft Order : W hat then
can be expelled of one of the meaneft ofall Adam’s Po-
fterity, while o far remote from the Courts of divine
Glory: Thisl fay, Reader, not to court thyPraife, which
I neither defire nor deferve ; and which, if obtain’ d,
wou'd be but of little avail ; but to prevent thy having
mean Thoughts of the deareft Lord JEsus, through the

meannefs ot this Performance, However, Poor as it is,
R {
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I teliave it is my Duty to offer this 7/ idew’s Mite to te
put into the Churches Treatury ; and I am periwaded,
that God, for Chrift’s Seke, will 2ccept of it and blefs it
for the Goed of Mankind ; and that it will be acceptable
to fuch as fear God : But as for igrorant, proprane and
pha-iaicnl Perions, | expe@ that ‘ome «f them will te
“Fened : Well, let them Grum'le and Snarl it does
but fhew their Rottenneis and Hypocr:iy.

I have enleavoured to open the Natirc of Faith in
thiz Ditcourfe ; by which I wou'd befeech thee, Reader,
to ex mine thy felf. W hat Augufiine ot old fzid of the
Trinity, That in nothing can cne Err meore cafily er dan-
geroufly, I may truly foy of Faith. I remain thy Friend

-

in the piecicus Lord J.tu..

G. Tennent.
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T HE
Precioufnefs of CHR IST
TO

BELIEVERS.

1 PET. 1. 7.

Unto you therefore which believe, be is precious.

%%ge T may be as much admir'd as lamen-
3 e ted, that the blefled L.ord JESUs, who
B is {o tranicendently excellent in him-

.ﬁ& I @ felf, and fo abfolutely neceffary for
V- the Comfort and Happinefs of his Pes-

PO e} Awns ple, thou’d be fo much dzipi-’d by the
ﬁg@% moft of Mankind, after all il:e La-
bours of his unparallel’d Love, and

Expence of the Treafures of his Blood ; after sall the
kind and condefcending Court he ma'es to obftinate
worthlefs Rebels, to pity their own Souls and accept his
gracious Propofals; in which their Salvation is infini ely
concern’d W hat may be the Caufe of this unaccoun-
table Condu&@, which runs {o crofs to ail the Laws of
Reafon and Gratitude ? Now the 't'ext I am at prefent
to confider, gives an eafy Anfwer to this melancholy
Query ; by informing us, thet to thofe who believe, Chrif
is precious. This plainly fuppofes, that Unbeiiof is the
Caufe, why Chriit is fo generally flighted. O! ii Sig-

ners did but fee theirneed of 2 Saviour, and had chrough:
R 2 Faith




2,8 The Nture of Faith. ",

Faith a View oThis Al-fuiFclency and Glory, they cou'd
net bathoe Bey and defire him. But fo long as they .
Gre annrer e e L— tings, they remainindifferent in
f'hr°¥ ‘_-i:f:-v-n ant Purliic after the Torl Jefii: Chrift,
et s oy e crevement i the mean time. that
fome e ad by el vet tw’w are i
crlers to v hiw toovery dear. Larg yox tocrfore
L, L'b [v’c"zl.'(;'é", Ledas 1{)‘:.‘:"' i. is.
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From the'e Vords I would oberve the fillowing |
Propoition.

That ro th:fc who Lelicve, Chriff is preciows, anl to
fhiin crly.

in di‘courfing upon which, I wouw’d {perk upon the
followine Heads, (1.) Op-x ho Nature of Faith or Be.
ficf. {2 ) Show brw (‘,, 12 s precisus to [ ch as belie ce.
(3.} $hei = by he is precioes totew, ard to them caly.

+) v I

And laf f'}, /f aly the i u])u’l e
And,

1. | am to exphin the Nuiure of Faith; and to this
end [ would ohferve tae /f cffminffor-Afle emblies Deicrip-
tion thereof, which isthis; < Thatitisa faving Grace
¢« where'r-y we I‘\LC ve Chriit, and reit upon him alone
¢ fse Satvaiion.’

The Word Faith ( pifis @ peprifiai perfwalus coff)
is deriv’d from a Word which fignifies to be perfwaded,
Now inafmuch as this Periw afion is built upon a fwo-feld
Teftimony, fo by Confequence it begers a fwo- fold Faith,
viz. divine ard }wmm. The Word Faith, in the for-

wer Senfe imports thele feur "Things tollowing,

(1.) ) A tare Adent to the Truth of any ones Speech,
which is wont to te call'd a bifforicql Fzith; of this the

pn{tL Fam s treats in thc 2d Chapter =t his Book irom
t e }’zt 1 to the 2o0th Vere

y Somct*me» the W\, (,rd th Tenifies an Affent to

[ oth oi'a divine Promio, ¢ m:'crnmc the doing or
Foceiving of a mi racuions Work. Matth, 17. 29. and
13 &8, VU lhich is call’d the Fasrh of Miracles.

) Sometimes the aforefailyVWord fignifies fuch an

et as tx‘\.’.w J flon] tue (:/"'o/”'ffhflo' O’f f])b ATlﬂd by {u-
pernatural

-‘
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pernatural Light and Power, and is foiowzad by fome
vanithing M-twns of the .0 1] ani /ﬁ:t'l 5, Heb. 6. 2,
g. Matth 13. 20, 21. which beuwrs the Name ot a tein-

porary Faith. And,

(4.) I'he \Word Faith fig:itics that @@ of ihe Soul by
which we apprehend, accept, and reft upon the great
Gol as our 1a:t Lad, and the bisifed Lord Jefus as our
oniy Meditor, Febr 1. 12, and 3. 16. which is call'd
Faith anto Salvaticn. Notas tioagh it any ways rheri-
ted Happinets, No, no, that Honour ists bz entirely
aicrib’d 1o the atoning Blood of Chrift, who was fiain as
a L.amb without >pot, tor the Atonement ol divine
Juttice  Buat becauie of its Necetiicy as a Mean, pre-
roguitite or totpending Term, inorder to obtain a Rizht
to, or tiie Poi tiion or Salvation. Sometimes this is
cali'd ¢t ¢ B2ich of the Oporation of God ; to fignify, that
it can’t be produc’d by the W ifdom or \\ 111 of Man,
that nothing less can effect it, then the unbroken un-
barred Arm of the on 1nipotent Majzdty of I{eaven arnd
| of Earth. Sometimes Diviucs do not unaptly diitinguith
Faith in o the (fides que croditur, et qae cre: i’ztezr) Faith

which is keliev’d, and the Faith by w hich we believe.
The £ intends the OL; C"I or Docirincs Faltn, and
the Jatrer the Act of it ; of the {ormer fume are {aid to

make u:pwrcck I ;im I. 10.

Vhe ffmily more g,enerally obferve concerning ti:e
NJ;‘ are ot Faith, viz that it is a fzving Grace.

(1.) Itis a Grace ; that is, a free Gift of God, neither
uloaém by our Power, nor purchafed by our Merit,
Fpb. z. 8. Divines do obierve that Grace is two-fold
eitier { grotia gratis dans, or gratia gratis data ) Grace
frecly gmn. or Grace freely given. The firft is onc
ot‘thc {erene Artributss ot the x)xt,qa" God ; O rat’ner,
Gad himielt, the latter his kind Communications of ne-
Lc:‘hry and vaiuable Good to his indigent and worthleis
Creatures. It is in the Zetter Senfe that the W ordls ta-
kcn in the pu.t\.nt Argument.

(2.) Loisawoing Grace ; a pecuiiar Gift of diwine
Lo»e which the great God only confers upon his cho=-
fen Remunant, 777, 1, 1. By which asa mean they are

AL o
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entitled to eternal Salvation, ¥ohz 3. 16. And through
which they apprehend, embrace, and encreafe their
Happinets, 1 Tim. 0. 19. Heb. 11 6.

But to proceed, I mcy obferve. that in tte Affemblie
particular Demxpuon ct Faith, the e three things may
be confidered, viz Its i2bject, Acts, and ProPeme~

And

1. Astothe OFjeff of Fuith 5 Tho the w ho‘.e Word
of God be the Object ot Faith confidered in its utmoft
Extent, yet as it JUﬁthS, Chrift, asa Med: 3to* 1S ity next
Objeét ;and God, as an iznd,is its laft.  Hence Chrift is
call’'d vhe /Fay to the Fatier ; and it is faid, tlai nene can
come to the Father, but by the Scn. And Faith in the
Sinner’s Juftification, refpects Chrift as God-M:an ;
cloathed with the three raediatorial Offices, of Prophet,
Prieft and King. And hznce it is that we are bid to be-
lieve in him indefinitely, Foln 1. 12. |

But,

2. I am to confider the A& of Faith, viz. receiving,
asd refling upon Chrijf. Now receiving Chrift necel fla-
rily fuppofes thefe th'nom following, namely,

1. An Offer of Chrit, 21d the Benefits of his Bl ood,
made by the Gofpel; w herﬁby the Sufficiency and Wil-
lingnels of Chrift to fuccour needy Soulsis reprefented,

which being C‘(plf"fad in general Icrn, i the [nvita-
tion and apply’d partluuam by the holy Ghoft, (o ¢n-
courage poor trembiing Souls to embrace qx.d lean upon
the Saviour. O what Life does theie S Sayings of the
faithful God put inte difccuraged Hearrs which are men-
tioned ! Matth. 11. 28. sz‘ 55. I. Rew. 22.
3 20.

2. Receiving Chrift fuppoies {fome Krnowledze of the
Neceﬁiuy, Suitablene! s, and Sufficiency of the aforefiid
Offer, by the I’eqchmm of Chrift as a Pxopsvt through
his Word and Spirit.  For bew frail an"/(hemeid/)w
ofwbam tby baze not beard ¢ Rom. 10. 1 4y 17 The
holy Spirit opens the Lyeof the Mind, which was be-
fore covered with Clouds of Larknefs ; and Jets 1.ipht
from Heaven | into it, that they may fee the Neceffity
and Amiabienes cf that Objet which i presented to

their

o
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their Choice ; hence Relievers are faid to he renewed in
the Spirit of their Minds, Eph. 1. 23
Receiving Chrift fuppotes aff ¢ The aforefaid
DayBreak of Light, whica the holy:shoft theds upon tie
M:nd, he retflects upon the Conftience with convincing
Power, Febn 16. 8, 9. \Whereby the poor Sinner is
made .enfible of tae Evil and Danger of all Sin in gene-
ral, both Original and Actual, arid of Lis darling Sin in
articular : From the Evils of his Lie, he is led to be-
hold the devilith Wi kednes of his Heart, and the
damnablenefs of his Staie; anld defpairs of his own
Wiuom, Powe and Rig :teou.nels to help himfelf out
of ir. Oa! What deplorable Diftrefs, anl acute An-
guith, is the poor, wounded, condsmned, perpexad,
nonpivd and de piiring Soulin, thiuk ye, at this Time ¢
Feror ied Simon tie So cerer, from the hcrrid At he
had committed, to the Coafideration of the more drmal
rate he wa. in, Acts 8. 23. [perceive toat thou art in
the Gall of Bitternefs and Bond of In'yuity  Indee” we
may ‘uttly oblerve, that the eternal Deata and Dampa-
tion of mott People, is not fo much owing to th: Power
of their Dikafe, as to the Weaknefs of their Phyiician
They depend upen the ilighty Cores of their abomina-
ble rotten Righteoulnefs, their Prayers, 1ears, Reior-
mations ; and 10 are left incurable and eternatiy miiera-
ble. After the alorefaid knowiedge of tacir Sin and
Miery, tiere is an offecting | ifcovery of the compleat
Suffi i ncy, and real Readinefs of the Lord J=(us Chrift
to help, and embrace helplefs, fenfible, finful Sinners,
that come to him, Yobn 6. 37. Heb. 7.25. \Without
thix the convinced Sinner is more like to ufe the Sword
or Gallows, to ftub or hang himfelf, with the Faylor and
Y las, than to go to JEsus for Suceour.

Atter laving poken of fome things which are {upoo-
fed Ly, or preparatory o receiving Chriit, [ come now
to thew how the convinc.d Sinncr does receive him
when he belicves, And,

i He receives Chri't reaily, not in Pretenceand Shew
anly, but Indeed and in Truth. The Soul is engag:d
in this Matter with the utmoft Serioufnefs and Concern.
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asforits T ife. And herein it alls fincerely and heartily
as unto the Lord, asbeing under the Eye of that God
whois all Eye, /h"s 1G. 29,--—32 Bare Shams and Shews
in thi: unfpeatably important Cafe, are the moft foolifh,
deteftable and damnable Hypocrify, and NMiockery !

2. The convinc’'d Sinner receives Chrift reedily : He
was won't to hait a defer in this inarriage Contract be-
fore ; ah, but now the Cale isquite altered, Matters are
brought to the utmoft Exremity with him, he fees as
much Need of Chrift for Pardon and Life as a Male-
falor brought to the Scaffold to be exccuted, fees the
Need of aPardon, when he beholds the terrible Maiden
lift up to give the fatal Blow, by which his Head muft
be fever'd from his Body; or when his Head islaid on the
Block in order to receive the deadly Stroak. O ! Then
the poor Sinneris not for Delays as he was won’t, but
heartily grieves over and fobs for his paft Delays; per-
haps in fuch Language as this, < Alas! For my inex-
« preflible Folly and Madnets, in {lighting fuch a glori-
<« ous and dear Redeemer ! Alas ' Wo is me, that I
¢ have wandred fo far from him, and fo long defer'd a
« mamag Contra¢t with him! O! Now blefled and
« adorable ¥ord Jefus, if thou wilt accept of fuch a
« Wretchas [, who am the meaneft of ali thy rational
« Creatures ; I defre not to defer one Moment longer,
I take thee deareft Lord Jefus, for my Ged, my Por-
“ tion, my Head, my Hustand, and my All ; and do
«“ refign my Selt and my All to thee forever, todo with
““ meand them, as thou feeft meet.”” Suchasonlyrefolve
to receive Chrift hereafter, do refufe him now.

. 'The convinc’d Sinner receives Chritt rogrlarly 5
havmg firft aRegard to the Excellency of hisPcrion, and
in the fecond Piace to the Benefits of his Purchafe ; the
Spoufe in the Song was much enamour’d with the per-
fonal Beauty and Glory of Chrift, Cent. 5. ¢. to the End:
And indeed it’s the Sign of a H: 1110t to Jove the Portion
better than the Perfon fhe it to Le ef] poufed to.
None can believingly behold the blefled jcfuo, without
being pleafed and ravify’d with his Beauty,

4. The
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~

[ o T o)

[ 4

~ "




-

The Nature of Faith. 253

- 4 The convinc’d Sinner reccives Chrift refolutely ;
. whatever Dangers or lifficulties he may meet with in the
"~ Way of his Duty, yet this Purpofe is firmly fix’d in his
Heart, that he will never leave his Lord : All other
T:ings areas Drots and Dung to him, compar’d with
his deareft J:fus. Nay, hedoes not count his very Life
dear, that he may finith his Courfe of Service to him
with Joy. A temporal Marriage is made tor Life, but
this for all Eternity. Such f{peak in the Language of
Ruth to Naomi, Ruth 1. 10. Intreat me not to leave thee,
or return from following after thee ; for whither thou goeff
Twillgo, and where thou lodgcft 1will lodge ; thy Pecple
fhall be my Pecple, and thy Ged my Ged.

5. The convinc’d Sinner receives Chriflt uarefervedly
and evangelically ; withoutany Provifo againft his Crots,
his Yoke, hisScepter.  For as Chrift himfelf intorms us,
Luke 4. 27. IV hofoever doth not bear his Crofs, and come
after bim, cann:t be bis Difciple. The convinced. Sin-
ner receives Chrift as he is offcred in the Gofpel, as a
Prophet to teach him his uty to God and Man; as his
Prief to atone and interceed tor him by the Sacrifice of
kis Biood ; and asa A7zg to rule in him by his W ord and
Spirit, and over him by his Providence. And to this
End, he ismade deeply tenfible of his Ignorance, Guilt
and Slavery by reaton of Sin.

The

2d Act ot Fairthisrefling upon Chriff ; which of Ne-
ceflity fuppotes the Scul's Diftre:s and Perplexity. The
Sinner fces himfell extreamly miferable and helple s ;
and after all his Application finds no Sutficiency in him-
felt or any meer Creature to relieve him, Afs 2.
37. In the mean Time, W hiie he is weary ot his Wan-
drings and hopelets ot Eicape, by his own Witdom and
Labours ; he has fome Glimpte of the gloriocus Fulnets
of Chrift ; tchim therefore Lie tlies for Succour with the
utmoft Hafte and Lagernciy, as the Manilayer under the
Law, to the City of Refuge, when puriu’d by the Aven-
ger of Blood 1 Now he plainly perceives thar Chrilt is
the only Door of Hope, and Rock ol Retuge, the caly
hiding Place and Covert, thatcan ihelter him irom t ¢
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254 The Nature of Faith.

Storms of divine Wrath ; the only Ark and Zoar, that
can fave him from being fcorch d and drow r’d, by the
Showcro and Deluge of the V engeance of a pxovok d
God ;and therefore upox bim alone he reffs f(fn,/zl"'at ion.
The other Phrates ¢¢ Faith in Scripture, name'y, Of

; cleaving to God, le'mmcr upon the Beloved, coming to

b
God, and truftin ng in hlm, fufficiently confirm wkat I

have teenobferving : For they allude to Petfons in
great Liiftrets, either drowning in W aterand fo taftnu.g
to a Plank to Tave their Lives; ; or opprefs’d witha heavy
Burden, or haftily purfu'd. Now this reffing upon Chriff
when it’s Iav,hg, 18

1. Sancere s \Usanunfeign’d Faith, r Tim. 1. 15. Not
in Word aid Tongue only, butin Deed and Truth. Ma-
ny who are whole “hea irted talk of their truﬁmo in Chrift
but thisis a vain Pretence ; for no Man will reahy reft
on Chrift, till he really fecls Lis ablolute Need.

2. Thh relting s orderly 5 it muit tollow our receiving

C'ri# upon his own Terms, asthe venerable Aflembly
' h'z"e we!l obferv’d, intheir Defcription of Faith ; and

indeed to pretend to reft upon Chrift, or trait in him,
bercre we receive him, as heis cffered in the Gofpel (as
many do ) 13 great Prefumptjon, inftead ot Faith; for

| the.b s nes :hcr Command or Promife for {fuch a Practice

Nay, it cortxarx to the exprefs Declaration of Chrift’s
W, Lk 1. 25. Therefore fuch as go on in it, may
exnect to be d:‘mv d eternaily, Mark 10. 16. And for
f=cure Sinners who are (enﬁble of nointolerable Burden,
to pretend to reitupon Chrily, s Nonfenfe, Mockry,
and dz nm““k Delufon !

3. Truerefling upon Chrift isentirc ; there:s aHeart-
Ying cf the Vay of Salvation fn*‘mloh Jetfus; a Wil-
unopcels to be fav d by Grace, to Le ]umu, I by the Re-
deemer’s Blood alone, without any bale Mixture of
\Voris; without 1o much as one Rag of their own rot-
texn Rizhteouinets b]endeu withit, § /z/ .7. 8. There

a full carrving of tte Soul cver to (hrq for all it

v

n(,\d.\,, ander 1 Seafe of its l\zcannd\ Vi cnci\, anud -

VEriy, Jumu. g 3 ]J(ll 37+ 5- 1(11. 5C. 1 |
e “Trug




-

P ace

The Naturc of Fuith. 2r¢

4. True refting upon Chrilt is very difficult 5 itis
oppos’d fiercely by the Devil, not only at its firft begin-
nings, but ever after, in a lefler or greater Meafure.
Hence we read of fightinz the Fizh# of Faith ; wrefling
wits Princivalitics and Pow.rs : When convinc’d Sin-
ners cndeavour to come to Chrift, and reft upon him,
the Devil tells them their Sinsare too great to be for-
given, and that it is a vain thing for fuch as they to ex-
pet Mercy: As alfo that they have committed the un-

pardomable Sin ; that the Day of Grace is over, and that

it weu'd be Prefumption in them to reft upon Chriit for
Salv:tion, tho’ they have been help’d to comply with his
Terms. O how graat are the Fears, Conilicts and Di-
ftredes of Souls who are in this Cafe ! They find that
they can no more reft upon Chrift by their own Power,
than they can move the Larth off its deep Foundations.
And indeed the Heart of Man oppofes Faith, as long as
it can; and when it is conquer’d by the mighty Power
ot God, e iclined and enabled to reft upon Chrift ina
Promife for a little Vime ; how foon is it beat from its
hold by Frights, and Temptations thatit is all a Delu-
fion of Satan it has felt in it felf, or aFancy of theBrain,or
the Effe ofitsown Power. Seccvre Sinnersare not more
atraid ot being convine'd of their Difeafe and Danger,
toan conome’ ! Siavers are of refting upon the Remedy,
that the bieic) God hay, in his boundlels Grace, provi-
ded tor the fict.  And indead, gracious Perfns feel an
utter 'nability in themeelves to exercife Faith, after the
Habhit is imiplanted, and are wont with great Bitterne(s
to bevail its Weaines; Lord, Lhelicve, belp my Unbe-
lie. Having ipocen of the 55 of aith,

[ proceed tooffer tumewhat upon its principal Pro-
portics, wiicn are thefe foilowing 5 namely,

AR N S Yol pis s
1. Buich opecifios the Conlei neo. Tt 260 5. The
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Phil. 3. 7. and 7w smaong the Dreatres, Fiow 106,
Vea, the very S#asand o wZqorthe o1 1l are
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336 The Nature of Faith,

the moft terrible Storm into a pieafant Calm ; it recon-
ctlesthe Soul to the God of Peace, unites it to the Prince
of Peace, and applys to it the Promifes of Peace. Asan
Eye it beholds their Riches, 2nd as a Conduit it conveys
their Sweets.

2. Faith purifies the Heart, A5 15. 9. Renews and
reforms it; 10 that it ioves, defires atter, endeavours for,
and dehohts in Holinets : And this it doth by helping
us to bebold 1ts untpeakable hxcellency, and abjolute
Neceffity ; as well as the many ingenious Obiigations
we are laid under to it, by redeeming Love. And by
conveying Strength from Chrift the Head ot Influ-
ence to us, througn the precious Promife, tor that Pur-
psi’c O How extreamly precious and radiant does
} oivne s appear to be, when it is beheld by Faith ! Ad-

irzble indeed is the transforming Power ot Faith ; for,
z‘b creby we bebold as in @ Glafls the G/ory of the L0rd and
are changed into the fame Imaze from Glory to Glory, 2
Cor. 3 18, As the Countenance of M fes thone by
converfing with God on the Mouat, with fuch Bright-
nefs that Lae People of Ifrael coald not behcld it. So
the Soul by beholdmo of and having Communion with
the blefl:d Jetus, through raith, 1 transformed into the
divine Image ; and derives fuch Beaut) from the eter-
- nal Fo antaa of it, that the is all glorious within : Di-
vine Light is thed into the Mind, and divine Love and
Holinefs into the Heart, fo that all the Powers are
chatg’d and turn’d in their tree and general Drift to-
wa zda the p”ﬁ,C‘Oulh Lord Jefus as their Center.

3. Buith /5 rens the Heart, by giving a View of the
Love of the great God. O ! W hm the C hxiu of COL&,
throvghkaich, beholds the pure, precicus, condetcenaing
and tree Love of God in the bletled Jefus, and hiz Sins
agzin{t it, how dees his Heart melt Like wWWaxand mourii;
o ready to burit in Pieces with Sous and W aiings 5
and efpedially when he looks upon the inexprefiitly dear

and precious ord J-UL , whom by bi Siz.» Le has cra-
oo

%t‘y’q andain ! Vvith what Penderness do2s his it art

relent and mourn as one for the i.oi ol an only Child,

irit bora ! On ! Thisis like the orcat Mourning at

I I(lﬂd'; 1’/&4’9“
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Hzdadrimon in the Valley of Megiddo. Verily, tiy ‘
dear Brethren ! The Heart never melts kindly znd °
fweetly, until a Saviour’s dying Love be feen and felt !
by Faith ; and then it can’t keep from breaking all to -
Pieces, and pouring out Flocds of ingenious Tears be-
ferethe Lord. Oh'! Sirs, have veever felt this?
4. Faith bumb/es the Heart. \Aeare naturalty puff'd
up with Self-conceit, full of the toolith ¥ancy ot W if-
dom, Righteoufnefs and Strength in cur felves, Rev. 3.
17. But when Faith comes, it ﬁr,p\,a Man naked and
bare ot thefe Notions, and lays him flat on the Earth ;
it thews him that heis a brute Beait befcre God, and has
not the Underftanding of a Mian ; that he naturaily lies
weltring in the Blood and Gore of his Guile and Poiluta
on, Ezek.16. And that he can’t ftir one Hair's breadth
out of it ; that he is rot able to think one gcod Thought
fpeakagooi W ord, or do one good Work, 2 Cer. 3. 5.
Phil. 2. 13. Nay fo far from L‘u, that Lis Heart 15 full
of all damnable Abomination poffible ; tnat he hates God
and is unwilling to come to him for Llf(., Rem. 8.7. Fobn
40. Faith thewsthe Sinner that in himfelf he 1s poor,
blmd miferable and naked ; a ﬁlthy Leper, the bafeft
Creature in all the Creation of God ; that his Beauty is.
Blacknefs, his Light Darknefs, his Life Death, his Wii-
dom Folly, his Stren th Weaknefs, his R](’htGOU{']eﬁt
Sin ; and that he deferves the Damnatios of Hell for the
Corruptions of his beft Prayers, Tears, and other Acts of
Obedience : Faith makesa Man look on themall as bafe
Trath, Phil. 3. O Friends, did ever you experience tnef’e;
Thmos !

. Faith fublimates the Soul ; it begets in it noble
Prmmples of Action; namely, adivine Nature, and di-
vine Love from thefe pure and precious Fountains, the
Believer’s Actions g-nerally and freely flow ; and Faith
raifes in the Soul generous and noble Pro;eé’(s, worthy of -
its great original exalted Nature, Dignity and Defign of
being : It inclines the Soul to proje¢t and afpire aiter the
Manifeftation of the divine Glory, and the Promotion of
the dear and valuable Interefts of his Kingdom, as its

highelt Scope ; and inclings it to lopk wpon meaner
Marko
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Marks in Competlt‘on therewith, witha generous Svorn !
As Unbelief ¢ Cm des the Soul into the Order af Beafts,
Dan. 5. 2o. 10 Faith exalts it alove the Urder of Augels,
by efpoufing it to Chriit ; hereby it is pade 2 Jea or
Dapuh crct Gol, qnd mchin’d tofeek with \ eh; (mence
contant Communion with him here, as itsiweete!: En-
- tertainment, "n(’ the 2l and eternal Enjovment of wa
hereaiter, as i mw_, Pertion.

G. Faith ezercum s the Jurld 5 this the Apoltle Vein
obierves, that t/J,) :3 b¢ Fittory we bave ovcr the Il (114,
even cur Feith. Mow Faith helps God’s Children to
overcomethe W’ orH taree Ways

( 1.7 By eiving aclear \iew of the Tanity, Empti-
705, and tranfitorv. Natere of all worldly En«o; ments,
By Fuith they fee that the Fathion of this World pafles

away ; w h.cH affets much more than any Apprehenfion

we can have of this Matter, by the Force of our own
Reafonmm, or Senfe of cur worldly Difappointments.

h nd,

) By prefenting to the Mind a near and realizing
Scene of the [ibpantial Glory and Felicity of the nex’
#orld, vhich carr es the Soul’s Afle@ions with a full
Tide towards it, Ce/. 3. 1. O ! It is this that breaks their
Heart, with Lona ng:to be diffolv’d, and to be with Fe-
ﬁu. It is this that makes them Pilgrims in the prefent
"World ; itis thisthat makes them rife with Chrift and fet
their Lave upon the heavenly Paradice, and keep their
Converfation there. And wonderful indeed,isthe View
‘which Faith {fometimes gives of the City of the great
God ! ferit is the éﬂl/{(mf(’ of Thing: ﬂfz‘ feeny and the
Exidence of Thingsbop’d for, 17eb. 13, 1. Itis as if the
Soul wanrouoht to fhe very Borders of Paradice, and
beheld the crient Glories of it ; it {fo tranfports them
with W onder and with Lsve.

( 3. ) Through Faith, vsa precious Pipe, is communi-
icated Strength to do the I): ities requir'd of us, inthisVale,
with Diligeuce, to cicountcr Dangers with Courage, to
esdure Difficultics with Patience, and to crucity our Af-
fections to earthly 1'hings, Co/. 3
! n. Faith
|

s
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7. Faith works by Lewe, Gal. 5. 6. It inclines God’s
People to holy Actions, and that trom Love. Itis Faith
alone that enables to difcern the lovely Objeét, our In-
tereit in him, (for it is the Eye of the Soul ) tefore
woich we cannot have a firong and ingenious Love ;
for we fove bim becasfe be firft loved ws. By Faith we
either do, cr may kaow, tha: our Beloved i3 ours, and
we hiv; which can’t but fire our l.ove, Again, Faith
1 the appointed Miean toconvey Sirength to us to love,
and labour, becaufe itis the Bond of our Union to Chrift,
who is our Life. Indeed our l.ove increafes according
to the Degrees and Exercife of our Faith ; aweak Faith
caufes a languid Love.

But [ proceed to confider the |

2d Thing propos’'d, whichwas to thew, Hew Chrif
15 precious to Believers ¢ And,

1ft. More generally, the Word precicus may ﬁgnifﬁy
what is honourable, neceflary, beautiful, pleafant, profi-
table or valuable ; now Chriftis preciousto his People
in all thefe Refpeds.

Through Faith they behold the Glory of God fhining
in his Face, and therefore they fee that he is the only
Fountain of Honour, and the only Way to bring Men
to honourable Relations to the divine Majefty here, and
to the honourable Manfions of Happinefs hereafter: And |
therefore by Faith they are inclin’d to honour the Son
as they do the Father. Through Faith they fce as great
a Necefiity of Chrift for their Juftification and Salvation,
as ever a {tarving Man did of Bread to nourifh him, a
parch’d Man of Water to refrefh him, 2 condemned
Man of a Pardon to clear him, a puriuv’d Man of a |
Sanctuary to protect him, a difeafed Man of a Remedy
to heal him,a weary Man of a Rock to reft him. Thro*
Faith they behold the ravifhing Beauty and charming
Glory of Chrift, which makes them deem him the ckief '
among ten thoufand ; the Rofe of Skaron, the Lilics of the |
Vaileys. Through Faith they fit under tL.« Shadow of |
this bleffed Apple Tree,and tafte his picaiant Fruits, O!
How infinitely amiable is the Perfon of Chrift to the en-
lightned Underftanding ! And how inex; eilibly fiveet
are

o YR
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' are the the Fruits of his Death t» the renewed Tafte ?
- Oh! His Loving-kindnefs is better than Life itfelf. By
Faith the Child of God dicerns Chrift to be the Pear] of
- Price hid in the Field of the Word, which fo foon as he
- fees, his Heart leaps in his Body, and with Joy goes and
fetlsal’ to tfecure it. [ts {parkling Beauty, and inefii-
mabie Worth, males him juftly deem all the Pleafures,
~ Gain and Grandeur ot the Earth to beas very Dung ancl
P'rofs in Compariten of it.  And Faith enclines the gra-
cious Soul to build the whole Weisht of its Happine(s
upon this chief Corner-Stone, Eleét precious.
- Now the Believer manifefts his lifteem of Chrift, by
thefe Things followir  Namely,
1. By bigh and hsaourable Thougkts of his Perfon and
Sufferings, his Performances, Purchafe, his People, Pra-
vidences, his Word and Ordinances. The very Name
of Chriftis as Ointment poured forth tohim and his Per-
fon exceeding amiable. O! With what Amazment,
Sorrow and Delight does the Believer behold the Spot-
- leinefs of Chrift’s Obedience, and the Depth of his uf-
~ ferings, with the Fruitsof both ! Faich helpsto difcern

the unerring Wifdom, and unfearchable Goodnefs of
- the Lord Jefus in his Providence, the Majelty and Sweet-

nefs of his /7 ord and Ordinances ; asalfo the Excellency
' of his People ; and therefore enclinesto entertain hon-
i ourable Thoughts of them. And truly, the Believeris

heartily griev’d, that his higheft Thoughts fall infinitely
| below the Worth and Precioufnefs of Chrift! And,

2. The Believer manifefts his Efteemm of Chrift, by
webement and infatiable Defires after him, as the Heart

. pants after the Water Brooks, or the thirfty Earth for
. the Rain, fodoes the believing Soul after Chrift. O
| he fees tuch abfolute Neceflity of Chrift, {uch infinite
, Excellency and unfearchable Al-fufficiency in him, that
- his Heart is ready to burft with longing after him. He
' eitheris, or wants to be fick with Defireafter the precious
Lord Jefus ; this was the Spoufe’s Language, Stay me
with Flagons, cemfort me with Apples, for Iam fick of
Love ; fet me as a Seal upon thine Feart, a5 a Seal upon

| #hine Arm ; for Love is firong as Death, % O'! grac(i}ous
' ' « God
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“ Ged and merciful Father, Give us thy poer worthlefs
« Creatures, to experience this Frame of Soul to Day,
« if it be thy holy Will, for Chrift’s Sake.” O! When
the poor Believer has but the leaft Glimpfe of that beauti-
ful and blefled Son of God, his Soul is all in Motion,
his Hands drop with Myrrh, and his Fingers with fweet
fmelling Myrrh, that he mayopen to his deareft Lord.
And indeed Sirs, nothing can fatisty hislonging Soul but
Chrift; in the greateft worldly Atfluence his Soul grows
lean, if this Lord be abfent. He mournsand pines away,

W

until he gets a Sight of Chrift, and a Tafte of his Love .

# = And indeed the more he taftes, the more he thirfts after

him.

3. The Believer exprefles his Efteem of Chrift’s Preci.
oufnefs by his #niwearied Labours for an Intereft in, and
the Senfe of hisLove, as wellas Strength to walk fuita-
ble toit. Of this we have a noble Inftance in the 3d
Chapter of the Song, the Spoufe fought her Lord upon
her Bed, butn'@t finding him thete, the went thro’ the
Streets and -bﬂ'_)“ad} Ways, enquiring after him, till fhe
found him. The Believer values Chrift fo that he ( ge-
nerally)begratches no Pain & Labour to obtain his Love.

4. The Believer thews his Efteem of Chrift’s Preciouf-
nefs, by his ¥iiligenefs to fuffer the Lofs of any thing, that
13 naturally dear: to him, for his Sake. Hence the be-
lieving Hebrewstook joyfully the fpoiling of their Goods ;
and the Apoftlés rejoiced under cruel Scourgingsand
Imprifonments, that they were counted worthy to fuffer:
for his Name’s Sake ; and blefled P4/ did notcount his
Life dear that he might finifh his Courfe in the Service
of Chrift, with Joy.

5. The Believer manifefts his Efteem of Chrift’s Pre-
cioufnefs, by his Sorrows and Deje@ions in bis Abfence.
O! When his Lord his Love is gone, his Heart fails and
18 caft down within him. Cgnt. 5. 6. He mournslike the
folitary Turtle Dove,and§ is not in all the Comforts of
the Earth torevive him. ®,no! They are empty and
infipid to his Defire and Thafte: His Soul feels empty

. and reftle3 in the Fulnefs of them, it wants fomething

which they cannot yield.
- § 6. The
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6. The Believer fhews his Eteem of Chrift’s Preciouf
nefs Ly hi: great Delight in bis Prefence, when his dear
Lord returns to his weary wandring Soul, then it is fill’'d
with Marrowand Fatnefs ; then does he fit under his Sha-
dow with grear Delight: O! He clafps his dear Lord
i his Army and 5 not willing by any Means to let him
20. 0! How jealous is he over his own Heart, and
warchful over his Thoughts, his Locks, his Speeches
and Actions, aud every Thing about hirn, left they get
between hisLord & him. And though all other Things
do frown upon him, yet his Heart cannot but be glad,
when his Saviour fmiles.

7. The very fears of weaker Believers concerning
their futercf# in Chriff, thew their Efteem of his Preci-
oufbes. WWith what Frequency, Care and Trembling
do they examine their Condition ; and when they think
they find themfelves too light, Oh what Uneafinefs and
Diftrefs of Heart does it occafion, far furpaffing all other
Troubles! o

8. The Belicver thews his Efteem of Chrift’s Preciouf-
nefs, by his fervent Zeal for bis Glory and Kingdom ; when
they are promoted he rejoices,and when they areeclips'd
and oppos'd he is fill'd with Indignation and Grief.

O, my dear Brethren ! Do ye efteem the holy and
biefled Lord Jefus as has been now mention’d in the
arorefaid eight Inftances. I earneftly befeech you, Sirs,
that you wou'd fay thefe Things to your Hearts,and fee
to find out your Coudition by them fpeedily.

But more particularly, the Lord Jefus is precious to
Eelievers in the following Refpecs ;

1. He is incomprebenfibly precious : Though the Be-
liever fees enough 4n Chrift to ravith his Soul with A-
mazment and Pleafure, yet he is fure that he fees not the
thoufand thoufandth Part of his Precioufnefs: For who
can by fearching find out Gody or know the Almighty
to Perfeftion. O! the Depth, the Wedth, the Length,
the Heigth of a dying Saviour’s Love, which paffe: all
Knowledge! The Believer grieves over the Narrownefs
and Feeblenefs of his Powers, and other Hindrances,

that on theft Accounts he cannet fee more of a Sag?ur's
| ory
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Glory and Fulnefs: Therefore he fixes his Eye upon this
Sun of Righteoufnefs, and {preads all his Wings, todraw
nigh to this immenfe Ocean of bouundlefs Fulnefs and
Bleflednefs, that he may get enlarged Views of Chrift :
But after all, he perceives he can no more comprehend
it, than a Span can grafp the great Ocean.

2. Chrift is inexpreffibly precious to Believers : The
Spou'e,in the gth Chapter of the Song, after fhe had :aid
what fhe could in Praife of her Lord’s Excellency, by
comparing him to the msf amiabie Things in Nature,
perceiving the Subject ot her Difcourfe to fwell beyond
ali Expreifion, fhe concludes abruptly, by faying, that
be was altogetber lovely ; which was as much as to fay,
that his Lovelinefs was inexpreffible. And truly no
Words of Men or Angels are equal to this Subject. And

< B s gy
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I muft obferve here, thatitisa great Grief to God’s Peo-

ple, that they can’t fpeak high enough of their dearcft
Lord, when they try their higheft Strains. O! They
{ee, and that with great Grief, that they fall infinitely
below his Glory and Precioufnefs; and that thre’ their
Ignorance, they do butasit were drawa Vail over Chrift’s
Excellency, while they defire and endeavour to openand
declare it,

3. Chriftis sacomparably precious to Believers; he is
to them as the Sun among the lefler Stars, the Appie-
'T'ree among the Trees of the W ood, the chief, the ftan-

dard Bearer among tenthoufand : Allother Thin%s are
im

to them as the baleft Rubbith, when compar’d with hi

4. Chrift is univerfally precioss to Believers ; heis
precious as to his Godbead ; for thus he poffefies all his
Father’s glotious Attributes, and counts it not Robbery
to be equal with him. He is likewife precious to Believ-

ers in refpect of his Manhood, for thus he was holy, '

barmlefs, undefil'd, and feperate from Sinners ; yea,
fairer than the Children of Men. He is preciovs alfoto
Believers, in refpect of the perfonal and infeperable Union

of the divine and human{Naturein him, whereby he be-

came capable of {uffering for the Sins of Men,and of put- |

ting an infinite Worth upon his Sufferings, that fo they

might anfwer the terrible Demandsof Jultice. Thel.ord ;

S 2 ]‘:1";1]
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Jefus is alfo precious in the Efteem of his People, upon
the Account of his Offces and Relaticns ; which are
wondertully {uited to the Corditions of fallen Creatures,
and {ufficient to relieve them under all the Miiferies which
Sin has bro’t upon the human Race.  Suchis ¢ur natural
Jgnorance, that without the Inftructions ot this great
Fropher, wecan never find the Way to Life, but fhall
grops €*en at Nocn day inthick Darknefz.  But tletled
ke God, that our dear Saviour is fuch a Prophet, that he
makes tiae Heart of the Rath to underftand Judgment,
and the T ongues of the Stammerer to fpezk plain. And
fuch is our natural Slavery to the Guiltand Dominion of
Sin, that itis utterly impoffible for us, by all our Endea-
vours, to get rid ot them, without the Sacrifice of Chrift
as a Pricfi for us, and the Exercife of his kingly Ofice
over us.

And how exceeding precious is Chrift to his People,
under the amiable Characiers of a Friend, Husband, Ad-
vocate ¢ Heis fuch a I'riend as is far from the Shadew
ot Ctange and Cruelty ; a Friend that has no Bounds
to hi> Power, his Prefence and his Love ! A Husbead,
who 13 as compailionate and Lountiful, as he is immortal :
O! Happy is the Soul, that is etpoufed to him. Cur
dcay Lord isan Adwvocate, as generous, condefcending
and continual in his Pleadings for his poor Pecple, as he
is fucceisful. ‘

Again, The bleied Lord Jefus is precious to Believers,
in refpect of the charming Examplcs of | nnocence, Meek-
nefs, Piety, Patience, Zeal and Holirefs ; whichadorn’d
his untainted Lite, which have an attrative Power to
enflame their Love, and excite their Wonder and
Imitation.

Once more, Chrift is precious to Believers, on the Ac-
countof his Sufferings in their Stead : O how do their
Hearts beat and burn with Love, and melt with Grief,
wien they behold him in the Garden of Gethfemane
fweating a Shower of klood ; treading the Wine Prefs
of his IFather’s Wrath alone, and meekly fuffering all
other Indignities that inhuman W retches laid upon the
innocent Lamb of God. O! how is their Admiration

rai3’d,
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rais'd, by feeing their deareft Lord coming from Edom
and Bozrab, in{tately Glory andMajefty, with Garments
dip’d and dyed in hisown Biood? And their Joy in-
creas’d by confidering the Frusts of his Sufferings and

his Love in them. And how precious is our Saviour in |

the Ordinance of the Supper 2 by which hedefign’d to
reprefent to his People his Sufferings for them. In fhort,
dear Brethren! There is nothing in Chrift but what is
precious ; and there isa perfect Concurrence of every
Thing that isfo in him. On the contrary, as meer Crea-
tures pofiels notall Excellencies, becaufe they are finite ;
fo many Defedts accompany thofe they have, becaufe
they arc corrupt. O! But the Precioufncfi of Chriftis
without Bounds and Defe&,and therefore exceeding dear
and amiable ! In himis aninfinite Fountain of all poffible
Precioufnefs, Excellency, and Benefits ! More indeed
than the Mind of Nian can conceive, or hisTongue ex-
pres: For it hath pleafed the Father that in him fhou’d
all Fulnefs dwell. In him is treafur’d up fuitable Sweet
and fufficient Remedy, for all the Mifery of our lapfed
Nature O ! Theres in the blefled Jefus, Bread for
the Hungry, Waters for the Thirfty, Rayment for the
Naked, Eye--alve for the Blind, a Balfom for the Woun-
ded. Liberty for the Captive, and Reft for the Weary.
And as the Believer loves every Thing that is in Chrift,
fo he values every Thing that immediately belongs to
him, ramely, His Laws, his Crofs, his People ; none of

‘his Laws he excepts againft, and the Crofs of Chrift he

values as a precious Jewel ; and his People he chufes as

his Companion:.  And indeed he regards other Things

chieily tor Chrift’s Sake, and asthey tend to promote

his Glory and hingdom. O Brethren izit {o wich you?
But,

5. Chrilv is cternally precious to Believers. Often-
times earthly Objeéts leflen in our Liteem the more we
are acquainted with them, becawz ol their Narrownefs
and Defects; but the Precioufnefs of Chrift being an
immenfe, infinite and eternal Ocean, urcapable of Varia-
tion, Defector Decay ; by confequence the more weare
affeted with him, the mcg: we know him, our W onde:i
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~divine Majefty in Duty, that fome of them brand it
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and Love increafes by new Difcoveries of his adorable
Excellencies, his inexhauftable, invariable and eternal
Precioufnefs.

But I proceed to the

3d Thing propos’d, which wasto thew, Wby Chriff is
precious to Believers, and to none but fuch. And,

.. Believers, and none but they, iee their extream
Need of Chriftin everyThing ;Chriftisall in all to them ;
Wifdem, Righteoufnefs, Santiification and Redemption.
Feeling the Want of Things, leads to the Know-
ledge of their Worth ; but the Ungodly are whole-
hearted, fecure and fenfelefs of their Mifery, and there-
fore value not the Phvfician ; and fome of them relapfe
into their former Seccurity, by healing their W ounds
flightily ; by their Prayers, Tears, Reformations. But
let me tell you,Friends,in the Name of Chrift, that unle(s
your Wounds be better fearch’d, they’ll bleed to Death
and Damnation, Gal. 3. 10.

2. Believers, and none but they, behold the Beauty of
Chrift, fo asto berightly affe¢ted therewith. Unbelievers
are {tone blind, 1 Cor. 2. 14. How then can they behold
the blefled Jefus ? It’s true, dry Formalifts will prattle
and talk by Rote in a frothy Manner, about the Necef
Sfity and Excellency of Chrift ; Ah, but it’s but juft what
they have learn’d like a Parrot, and there’s no Savour in
it ; Chrift’s Precioufnefs hasbeen hid from them entirely
for all their light Chatt, But on the other Hand, the
Child of God has Soul-ravithing Difcoveries of Chrift at
Times by Faith ; and he does feel in himfelf a great Dit-
ference between his prefent and former Views of the
Redeemer ; Formerly he did but hear of Chrift by the
hearing of the Far, but now his Eye {fees him.

3. Believers,and none but they, receive the Communi-
cations of Cbrift's Leve, which very much endear Chrilt
t> theSoul. No! no! Thefe Joysa Stranger does not
intermeddle with. The Unbelievers Religion is but a
Circle of dead Luties, iffuing from a prefumptuous Hope,
and mercenary, {l1avith Principles: "[heyare fuch Stran-
gers to the Power of Piety, and tc Communion with the

o vith
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with the odious Names of Enthufiafm, Melanchely,
Phrenfie.
But [ proceed to the IMPROVEMENT
Aud, ~

r. What has been before obferv'd, may inform us o£
the true Reafon, why Chrift, his Truths, and People,
are treated generally with {fuch Tnd; ifferencs and Contenpt
in the W orld Itis beca:fe Men believe not. Faith in
Name, Pretence and Im: agination is very common, every
one almeftis a Believer in his own Notion. Ah, but in
reality, Faith isa rare Jewel, poflefs'd but by a vety few.
O ! It Mendid but believe favingly, Chrift, his Word,
Ways, Ordinances and People, wou'd be dear to them,
as our Text affirms : To you that believe, Chrif is

precious.

Well, Seeing Faith is {o rare, and yet of fuch mdx{'
pentable Nec flity to jaﬁmcatxom Sanctification, and
Salvation, this thould enduce usin the

2. Place, toexam:ne our [elves, whether we have this
Grace w rought inus, yeaor not, efpecially, feeing the
Matter may be known, and that it conduaces fo much to
our Conviction or Contolation to know it. TothisEnd,

my dear Brethren ! Let me ask you in the Name of the
great God, as you will anfwer it one DDay at his Bar ;
whether or not ye have cxperienc’d in your izecarts, what
has been before obferv'd, concer ning the Preparatives,
Ats, and Properties of Faith?  Pray Sirs, Have ye felt
your feives {lain by the Law ? Have ye heard with
Trembling your fad Sentence of Death and Damnation

founded from Mount Ebalby the legal Trumpet ? Have |

ye feen the crimion Crimes of your Lnes, the horrible
hidden hellith Wickednets of your Hearts, and the
Curtedne(s and Mamnablelefs of your prefent Condition
fet before your Eyes by the Glafs of the Law? Have ye
ever feen 3our felves entirely void of the leaft Spark of
true Witdom, Grace, Power and Rig hteou('ncﬁ ; and

particularly, Have ye feen that your htJPIa Faith, which |

ye got and kept with fuch Iae and Indolence, was no-
thmg but a hiftorical Credit, or a Fancy and Dream of

L)

your own Brain, or a Delufion of the Devil ; and that
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you wou'd have been damn’d for ever if you had refted
upon it to your Death. And pray, Friends, Have ye
ever becomedeed to the Law, through the Law, that ye
migot vhrough Faith be married to Chriff ; aud live to
-God ? Rom.7.4 Gal. 2. 19. Have ye feen the detefti-
. ble Fnithmefs of all your Prayers, Teears, Alms-giving
' and religious Labours ; and been brought to acknow-
ledge te'ehngly that the Lord might jUi“f damn you to
Call Eternity, for the Sins of thefe Duties, if ye had no
other to an{werfor? And thatthey cou’d neverincline
the Lord to pity you, but that after you had done your
bet, he might ]uﬁi} fink your guilty wretched Souls,
into the bottomlets burning Take of Fire and Brimfione :
“And that vou underfiood the Nature of Faith (experi-
nentally) nomorc than a blind ManColours; and had no
more Strength to work it in your felves, or procure it
from God, than a dead Man has to walk, or create a
World.  If you have not experienc’d thefe Things, I
affure you, in the Name of Chrift, the King ot the
Church, that you are Unabelievers, married to the Law,
and fo dead to God, eftranged from Chrift, and condem-
ned both by {.aw and Go; pei, v the evkrhftma Dam-
nation of kell, Gal 3. 10. Rom. 3. 10. Mark 16 16.
And p.ay, Friends, Hax ve 1eccived Chrift really,
withoat Dr/zuife ; readily, without Delev regialarty,
without Ir(f/?m/?z‘,on ; meml), without H(_’/nzzfmz
u:zre/erue/f/v, without Fxceprion? And is your reiting
upon him finczre, orderly, entirc 2 And does your Faith
‘acdv vour Confciences, p'mt -, humble, fotten,and {ub-
l imate your Hearts? Does it help you to overcome the
World, and work by Love? And are ye inchin'd to
prize Chrift babitually, by your Faith ? Andto manifeft
thisEfteem Dby honourab e Thoughts of him, infatiable
Defires after him, unwearied Labours for him?  Are ye
willing to fuffer the Lofs of any Thing for his Sake ?
,  Joyemournin his Abfence,and delight in his Prefence ?
- Areye jealous over your Hearts, left you fhould mis
an [ntereft in hisLove ? And pray, are 3e zealous for

Glg;y & Kingdom from right Principle.?
. !« - I
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I charitably hope, thata Number of you Leve expe-
rienc’d the aforefaid Particulars, and to fuch thif*Sabjed:
offers much Confolation in all Cafes ; if ye enjoy Proi~
perity, itis a Pledge of the fatherly Love of Gody Rfa/.
23. If ye are expofed to Adverﬁty, this alfo Ipx fram '

- the Kindnefsof Fehovah, and ihail be furely di fo
as to promote your Benefit. That Fefus whom ye efteem
thall fanc&ify and {fweeten all your Chaftnings by his Spi-
rit and his L.ove, and nothing fhall ever {eperate you
from him, Rom. 8.28.39. Faith frees you from the Guilt
and Power of Sin,as well as fecures you againft the Ter-
rors of Death, Judgment and Heil ; 2nd enlightens you
toeternal Glory and Bleflednels, Mark i16. 16. You
may triumph over Death, and fay, O Death,wbere istby
Sting? O Grave, where isthy Vittory? And when there
be Appearances of the laft Judgment, you may lift #p
your Heads, for your Redemption draws nigh. And let
me tzll you, dear Brethren, That your high Efteem of
Chrift, proves his Love to you ; for indeed your Love |
s but a Froit and Refraction of his, 1 Fobs 4 10. Now
ye know thatasthe Love of Chrift is moft affe@®ionate
and tranfcendent in Degree, {o it is perpetual and eter-
zalin Duration : For whom heloves, he Joves to the End.
He will never leave or forfake hiz People, how much
foever they are terfaken of and defpis'd by others. O !
How happy then is the Condition of all true Believers 2
It ye be reproached for Chriff's Sake, bappy are ye, for
the Spirit of Glory and of God refeth upon you. O! My
dear Brethren, How very trifling is it, what Men think
of us, and how they treat us for that little Space of Time
we have to{pend in this Valley of Sorrow : A few Mo-
ments more will conclude the weary Scene, and we thall
cet to that glorious Place of Reft, which Faith entitles
to ; that bletfed Paradice where we fhall behold without 2
Glafs, that deareit Lord jesus, whom we now defire,
fcated on his Father’s Throne, encompafs’d with the
higheit Glory and Majefty, and thining in all theCharms
ot mediatorial Beauty.
But 5irs, I am jealous over many of you with a godly
Jaloufy, that ye have not thefe Chara7:rs of Faith iln
the

i
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the bl?d Jefus, which were before defcrib’d. For alas!
Do yehot reft contended in that carnal Security ve were
bern in, without ever being rightly convinc'd of, and
humbled forit? Why don’t ye confider, poor Souls,

i’%j& the Goodsare in Peace, the Devil keeps Houfe 2
Andare there not fome of you who receive Chrift in
‘Word and Pretence only, while in Works ye deny him ?
Anmd fome who defer receiving Chrift to a more conve-
nent Seafon ?° Some who are not willing to receive

‘Chiriftasa King to govern over them entirely, but wou'd

guard fome Luft againft his Sword and Scepter? And
fome who are fcar’d at his precious Crofs, and will gene-
raily twift any Way toavoidit ? And do not fome of
you pretend to reft upon Chrift, before ever ye have
coraply’d with his Terms ? Han’t you always thought
ye trufted in Chrift fincerely, and never found one Dif-
ficulty about the Performance of this Duty ? Don’t ye
truft witha whole, hard, and unianctify’d Heart & Life?
O miferable Hypocrites ! ye do but deceive your felves
to your eternal Damnation. And are not fome of you
utterly ignorant of having your Hearts drawn entirely
out of all Duties, to Chrift, and of feeing the Loath-
fomenefs of every of them ? Are ye not Strangers to
that Peace of Confcience whichis procur’d by the Appli-
cation of a Saviour’sBlood ?  Don’t §in yet rule in your
Hearts, generally, whatever Appcarance therc may be
of Holinefs in your Lives ¢ And therefore ye are but
whited Sepulchers. Particularly, Are ye not under the
Power of Pride, Worldlinefs, Flethlinefts, Hardne(s of
Heart? Don’t ye think meanly of Chrift 2 And is not
this evident from the Smallnefs of your Defiresafter him
(generally) Negligence in labouring for him, and Un-
willingnefs to fuffer for hisSake? Alas! \V hereis your
moaurning in his Abfence, and delighting in his Prefence,
and Z.eal for his Glory and Kingdom ¢ Unhappy Sin-
ners, are ye not Strangers to thefe Things? J.oes not
the bare doing ot Duty fatisty you without the Prefence
of Chrift therein ?  \When did ye ever pour out Tears
and Groans for the Converfion of Sinners toe God, and

fob imn Secret, over the declining Interefts of poor Zirow,
n

U _ . ——
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in many Places asat this Day ? Do not thefe Things
prove to your Faces, that ye are Infidels? and therefcre
in amofl wretched and perithing Condition, paor, blind,

. miferable and naked, without God, without Chrift, with-

out Hope, without Helinefs, without the Covenant of
Promife, Rez. 3.17. Epb. 2. 12. poflefled by Satan, and
every Minute in great Danger of utter and eternal Ruin,
Luke rv. 21. The great God hates your Perfons, for be
is angry with the Wicked every Day, Pfal. 5. 5. He
curfes your Bleflings, becaufe you will not lay it to Heart,
to give Glory to his Nzme, Mal. 2. 2. He loathes all
your Performances, becaufe they are without Faith, and
foare Sin, Rom. 14. 23. He will blaft your Hopes be-
caufe they are falfe and groundlefs. Whiie ye fay, Peace,
Peace, fudden Defruition fball come upor you, as Travail
up.n a [lomanwith Child, and ye fball not ¢fcape. Your
Corfidence fhall be rooted out of your Tabernacle, and
it fthall bring you to the King of Terrors, Fob 18. 14.
T ae Law curfes you becaufe ye have broken its Precepts,
Gal. 3. 10. The Gofpel condemns you to a deuble Dam-
nation, becaufe ye have not comply’d with its Terms,
John 3. 18. He that believes not, is condemned already.
Andinthe 36th Ver. He fbali not [ce Life, but the Wrath
¢f God abideth onbim. And Mark 16. 16. Hethat be-
liev th not, fball be damned ; yea, It fball be more teller-
able for Sodom and Gomorrah, inthe Day of the Lord,
than fuor you: So that ye Unbelievers are vile Lepers,
under the Power of Sin ; and condemned Criminals, un-
der the Guilt of it, adjudg’d by the great God to the
Burnings of Zophet. By your Unbelief you caft a vile
Reflection upon the whole Gofpel, and charge the God
of Truth with a Lie; yereproach his almighty Power,
and {light hLis glorious Grace and I.ove in its brighseft
and richeft Difplays, and commit a Sin for which there is
no Remedy. For, How fhail we ¢fcape, if weniglett fo
great Salvation, and affront the Autlor of it ¢ Butl
‘haften tothe l1alt U s g, which is of Exhortation.
And,
r. lexhort you, Upbeliecers, That ye wou'd feck for
¥aith ; to this End, ferioufly confider thofe Miferiesand
Langers
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Dangers which attend you while ye want it, ar.d the Ex-
cellency of it, as well as the Advantages that follow upon
it ; which have been before hinted. Attend upon the
Meansof Grace, particularly, the hearing of the Word
preach’d by faithful Minifters ; feeing that Faith comes by
bearing. And earneftly, under a Senfe of your Impo-
tency and Worthleflnefs, fupplicate the almighty God
to work it in you.
| Again,

2. I exhort Beljevers,

( 1. ) To praife the great God for his pure Mercy, in
working by the exceeding Greatnefs of his mighty Power
this noble and neczflary Grace in you. And pray, Sirs,
endeavour to exprefs this Gratitude, by fuci Thoughts,
Words and Actions, as are an{werable to the Obligations
of fodear and valuable a Priviledge.

(2. ) Seek sthe Exercife, Iscreafe and Affurance of
Faith ; hereby you will obtain much folid Comfort and
Benefit to your own Souls, and be rendred more capable
to ferve the noble Interefts of Chrift’s Honour and King-
dom in this World, and obtain a diftinguithing Crown
of Bleflednefsinthe next. I%’s faid of the Theffzlonians,
that their Faith grew exceedingly. Dear Brethren ! It
is your Duty and Intereft to exercife Faith upon Chrift,

(1.) For Fupificaticn, from the Guilt of Sin, how
Crim{on-colour’d forver they have been, he can make
them as white as Snow by his Blood, Jfui. 1. 18.

( 2.) For Santtification, from the Power of Sin; to
this End, ye have both his Prayers, Purchafe and Premi’e
to encourage your Faith, Fobn 17. 17. Rein. 0. 14.

( 3.) For Support under, and the Sanétification of all
the Difficulties, outward and inward, which ye are here
liable to ; and tothis End, ye fhould fix your Faith upon
thofe precious Promifes that are fuited to your variou:
Diftrefles.

( 2. ) We fthou'd exercife Faith in Chrift, for Help to
perform commanded Duties, and attend upon inftituted
Urdinances, fervently, faithfully, fruitiully. And for
this Purpole, his gracious Promiles theu'd be eyed.

Now
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Now thefe Things following,J think are proper Means
to obtain the Exercife, Increafe and Aflurance of Faith,
V1Z. :

1. Solid Kncwledge of the Nzture and Terms of the
Covenant of Grace ; and frequent Confideration of the
Freenefs and Surenefs of the Mercies of that Covenant,
and the new Way of Salvation by the Righteoufnefs of
another, opened, init ; as well as a frequent Surrender
of our felves to God in Chrift, according to the Tenor
of that Covenant.

2. A bumble & thankful Remembrance of your palt Ex-
periences of God’s Mercy to your Souls. O remember the
Hill Mizar ; the particularPlaces whereChrift open’d his
Heart to you, and fhew’d you your Names graven on it.

3. Ye thou'd oppo’e the umreafonable Suggefions of
Satan, and your own Hearts, againft Faith, and thereby
fight the Fight of Faith.

4. Beware of cver-examining and condemning your State
in dark Times of Defertion and Temptation ; for ye can-
not fee Things in the Dark. Condemn not your State,
becaufe ye have not fuch Comforts and hizh Attainments
in Knowledge, Holinefs and Ufefulnefs as fome others.

There is agreat Difference between a weak Faith and a

; *lfe Faith, oi sone atall, You fhowd rather complain

of the Weaknefs of your Faith to Chrift, arnd beg for
Help; Lord I believe, nelp my Unbelief. Neither do

your bad Thoughts and Adtions, at Times, when they

are againft the general Bent of your Heart, conclude .

that ye have no Faith. For, in many Things we offend
all.

g. Attend upon the Merd and Ordinances of Chrift ;
for that which begets Faith will alfo nourifh it. The '
Lord has not only given his Word of Promife and Oath |

to confirm our Faith, but he has alfo inftituted holy Ordi-
nances as Seals to ftrengthen it ; and with this View we
ought to partake of them. In that facred Supper which
we purpofe through Grace to partake of, we may, in the
Minifters giving the Elements to the People,believingly,
bebold Gop the FATHER giving hisonly begotten SON
with all the Purchafe of his Blood to us : And in our

~ receiving

|

!
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 reeglving them, we thou’d labour to receive Chrift with
- them ig our Hearts. 'We thou'd give Diligence, by a
~ fincere, regular and {teady Performance of all the Duties
of Religion, to make our Calling and Election fure.
- But more particularly, I exhort thofe who have ex-
perienc’'d the aforefaid Work of Faith in them elves, and -
none but fuch to come to the holy Table of the Lord.
And that ye may come profitably. endeavour by folemn
calling upon God to get your Faith in Exercife, O /ot
your Spikesard [end forth the . Pmell thereof, while the
King fits at bis Table ; for by This alone ye can difcern
.your bleffed L.ord, and hﬁ'vs Communion with him : O
this will make him preciout’in your Efteem indeed, in-
- comprehenfible, inexpreffibly, incomparably; -and ever-
Iattingly.

Very dear Brethren, I fhall only hint at a few Things

to highten your Efteem of Chrift, and conclude.
And,
- 1. I befeech you toconfider his perfonal Excellency and

Glory, which no Tongue of Men or Angels can fuffici-
ently declare. '

- 2. Confider what Chrift has done and fuffer'd for you
while he was on Earth. Did he not fulfil the holy Law
- of God perfeétly on your Account ; and patiently and
* willingly endure all that Shame and Mifery in his Body
and Soul, which ye deferved for your Breaches of it ¢
The Signs whereof ye have in the holy Ordinance be-
foreyou. Oh! Show’d not this exceedingly endear the
bleffed Jefus to our Souls ?

Pray confider, what Chrift has purchafed for. you by
his Obedience and Sufferings, and promifed to you in his
faithful Word, and offersto feal to you by his Blood and

irit in this folemn Ordinance, which we have in View.

hy it is no lefs, ‘dear Sirs, than eternal Glory and
Bleflednefs. | |

. 4. Confider what Chrift does for you, now in Heaven;
why hLe intercedes for ever in theVertue of hisBlood : His
bodily Diftance from you, or his Exaltation to the higheft
Glory over you, does not make him forget to love you ;

but:
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