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SERMON L

MarttHEw V. 9

quﬂc'zd are the Peacemakers, for they fball be called the
children of Gop.

dl»l{l-iiT is an cvxdcncc of the dcgcncracY o
i"ﬁ‘(x ‘human nature, that perfons of narrow
1 ('" minds and divifive practices, are ap.
'\> i‘ plauded by any ; but in the judgment
: i— NN i of our Lord, the Peacemakers are blefled,
# for they fhall be-called the children of
Gop. ,

In thefe words are two parts, firft, aduty enjoin’d,
peacemaking, and fecond, arguments to inforce it annexed,
viz. the dleffng of Curist, and being called the children
of Gop. Thefe parts of the text, I purpofc to explain
and improve,

I. Tue pesce here intended is that between man
and man, as appears from the. 23. and 24. verfes of
" this chapter, where the phrafe is ‘explained in the fol-

lowing manner, therefore if thou bring thy gift to the al- .
- tar, and there remembreft that thy brother hath ought a~
gam_/i thee, lave there thy gift, firft be reconcild to thy
brother,
A2 :
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brctber, aml tben come and effer tf_y gift 3 the expreflion
beinginde ﬁmte, doubtlefsextends to all the conneétions
of mankind JFiofamilies, churchand ftate; peacemakers
thereiore are fuch who are themielves quiet and peacca-
b'e, who fincerely love peace and’ earneftly endeavour in
abedience to Gob, and regard to man to promote it,

wherever their influence reaches, thro’ the general
feries of their behaviour, by the ule of all lawful means.

SUCH as duly confider the value of peace to fociety,,
muft needs have ashigh efteem of it, which naturally
tends to excite proporijonal defire and labour ; but with-
cut divine influcnce, we neither have an aﬁc&xnc view,
ot things, or an ability to aét with right prmc1ples and
dcﬁuns : a few peaceable moods and kind offices cannot
ccnﬁnute a, Pcacemaker, for this includes the govern-
ing temper of the foul ‘and general courfe of the con-
cud, thefe and nothing tranfient, evidence the ftate of
thc mind, and dctermmc the characler. . ‘

THE extent of this duty is univerfal, if it be poffble,
faith the Apcflle, as much as leth in yeu, live peaceably
with ali men 5 not only withfuch as are of our profef-
fion and fcntiments, but with all others that retain the
Luman fpecies, and if, thro’ their default, our labours
fcr peace prove abomve, neverthelefs we fhall not mifs
2 gracicus reward, which is not conne&ed with the
fuccefs (that is out of our power) but with our difpo-
fition and endcavour. * Yet when thefeare crown’d
wiih fuccefs, itis a wree of life ! +

Bur tho’we are earneftly to profecute peace, yet not
fo far as to barter truth and holinefs to obtain it, no!
we v uft buy the truth cnd net fell it, we muft follow peace
with all men, and Aelinefs ; thatis fo far as is confiftent

with _
* Ifaiah. Ix'x. 4. 5.

-t Prov. xiii. 1a.
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with holmefs, and no farther ; we fhould rather die

then deny the leaft truth, but there is a wide dlﬁc-
rence between our love to it and our impofing of it 2

_ a term of communion upon othcrs, the former is our

duty, and thc latter our fin. *

It muft be confefs’d it is no eafy matter to procure

or preferve peace among mankind, for by our fatal apo-

ftacy we have loft that pure lizht, fuprcam love to Gop,
and fincere regard to man, which we enjoy’d in our
primitive ftate; and in place thereof are under the
governing power of darknefs, enmity againft Gop and
man, and immoderate {cif love: fo that we ncither
know our duty in aright manner, or are willing to do
it, but have a ftrong pronenefs to the contrary : nothmg
lefs than fuperpatural light and almighty power can fub-
due thefe evils in us, and qualify us to perform accep-
tably the duty enjoyn’d in our text. Yea even aftera
ehange is wrought what infants are many in grace, they
are tarnal and walk as men, while therei: exvying,
Brife, and divifions among them, while one Jaith be is of
Paul and another be is of Apolos 3 who is Paul and who is
Apollos ? 1-

THE means tending to peace are either newqtlvc or
poﬁnvc, of the firft kind are thefe following, viz. rafh-
Judging, unfcriptural terms of communion, " 2nd uncha-
ritable divifions ; and

1ft. Wz fhould with great care avoid rafbjudging,
which, oninfufficient grounds, condemns the ftates

and aéhons of others: this practice is as finful'in itfelf

- as unfriendly to the peace of fociety, and therefore is

ftrictly prohibited and feverely cenfur’d by God himfelf,
as an invafion of his province, a defpifing of our brother,

‘ " .and
** Rom. xiv. 1.
4+ 1 Cor. iii. 3. £ 3.

|

‘
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and an anticipation of the general judgment ; who ars
thou that judgelt another man’s fervant ? why doft thou fet
at nought thy brother ? for we fball all fland before the
judgment feat of CHRIST 3 be that judgeth bis brother,
udgeth the law 5 i. e. accufeth it of imperfetion by
condemning perfons not for violating its precepts but
his own additions ; judge mot fays our Lorp /leftye be
judged ; 1. e. leftye provoke others to recriminate and
load you with invedtive ; he may certainly expeét to be
judged without mercy who hath thewed no mercy ; the
moft unfullied innocence, the moft eminent and gene-
rous goodnefs, are not fecure from the cenfure of this
malignant impiety, which prefumes to afcribe a feries of
of goud ations, without the leaft fhadow of reafon, to a
bad caufe and defign 5 thus the invidious Pherifees af-
cribed the miraculous works of our Lorp to the power
of the Devil, and reprefented the Saviour of finners not-
withftanding all his beneficent attions, as a rebel againft
the ftate. , T

2d. In order to procure and preferve peace, the off-
cers of churches thould beware of adding on any pretext
whatfoever, new terms of communion of their own devi-
fing, to thofe which the head of the church has fixed ;
for hereby his authority will be confronted and the
church torn into innumerable parts, we have but one
Lawgiver twho is able to fave and to defiroy. It is the bu-
inefs and duty of church offices, to explain and obey
he laws he has given, but they fhould not ftep into the
egiflator’s chair. Now that the terms of flated communion
ippointed by our Lorp, are ¢ffentials in. doltrine wor-
hip, and difcipline, together with a regular life, is evi-
lent, as I conceive, from the following places of fcrip-
ure,duly confideredand compared, i. e. the 1 4chapterof
he Epiftle of Paul to the Romans throughout, is full to
his purpofe ; here we are enjoyn’d to receive the weak,

: but
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but not to doubt’ul difputations, and to avoid judging and
defpifing them. Now by the weat, it is plain from the fes
ries of the context, that the Apoftle means fuch perfons
who thy’ found in the main points of faith, and ferious,
held fme circumftantial or leffer errors, viz. that under
the gofpel all are obliged to abftain from meats for-
bidden by the Jewith law, ani to keep their ceremonial
Sxbbaths: thefe the ftrong or more orthodox part of the
ci:urch, are neverthelefs obliged to receive to commu-
nion ; this precept is inforced by divers a:&guments,
fuch as that they were fincere, and accepted of Gop, and
that the fubffance ofrreligicn did not confift in thefe things,
but in pecce, rightecu/nefs, and jey in the Holy Ghoft 3 hbe
that in thefe things ferveth CurisT, faysthe Apottle, s
acceptable to Gop, and approved of men : let us therefore
Sollow after the things that make for peace, and things
whereby we may edify one another 5 for meats defiroy not the
work of Gop ;1. e. do not break the peace of the church,
and mar thy brother’s edification, by uncharitable con-
tentions and-divifions about fmall and circumftantial
matters ; if you bave faith, about thefe things, bave’
it 10 yourf:lves, dont impofe your fentiments upon others,
let every man be fully perfuaded in bis own mind. Rom.
XV. 1. 7. we then that are firong, ouzht to bear'the infir-
mities of the weak, and not pleafe ourfelves 5 where/ore
receive one another as CHRIST a.fo received us to the glory
of Gop. *“ By the infirmities of the weak, we are to an-
¢ derftand their ignorance, frowardnefs, and cenforiouf-
¢ nefs, he {peaks not of herefies and manifeft. enormuties
¢ butof fuch errors in doctrine and life, which proceed
- ¢ from ignorance and common infirmity; with thefe we
¢ fhould bear, as we do, with {ick perfons in their way-
¢ wirdnefs;” * in this manner, we thould fordear one
another in love (Ephef. 4. 2. ) ‘
On

® vid. Pool; in Loe:
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‘Ox the other hand weare enjoined to cﬂfzfend earnejf-*

) Zy for the faith once delivered to the Saints ; to bold faft the

form of found words, and to rejeit HERETICKS after
tbe Sirft and fecond admonition ; * and ¢ fuch as torfake
¢ the truth as it is in Jesus, broach faife dottrines
in weighty and momentuous points, and break the
peace of the church ; as care fhould be taken to pre-
{erve and propagate the tundamental truths of religi-
en, without which I fee not how rational charity and
comfortable communion canbe preferved, orany prof-
pect opened for promoting the power and practice of
holinefs: 1’ fo likewife the unity of the churchfhould be

[ "~ L O R Y ~ "~

- regarded, and fome mercy exercifed towards thofe who

S

are found in the main points of faith, but miftake in
fome leffer things ; now how can both be conﬁ{’ccntly
preformed, and the unity of the {piritin the bond of peace
preferved, without oblerving effentials as terms of com-
munion ? this is a medium between the dangerous ex-
tremes of a criminal laxnefs, whereby foundation prin-
ciples are betrayed, and rigorous feverity, whereby pious
and ufeful perfons are rqe&ed and the church’s unity

- broke : truly religious perfons are of different capaci-

ties, educations, and advances in religion, and there-
fore will think differently about froaller points, and be
confcience bound refpecting them ; if therefore no for-

bearance, it is to be ufed, the church muft be always

broken in pieces ! tor we cannot with fafety counter-

act our own confciences, or follow implicitly anry mafter
but Curist 5 feeing the various points of truth that
compofc the chnf’clan {yftem, are of very different de-.
grees of importance and influence, as they are remote
from or near to the foundation. Is that zea/ according
to knowledge, which is equal i in deg.ec for them all 2.
or can any churc.. make that truth a term of commua
nion, which CurisT has'not made, without claiming’
a power fuperior to his, viz. of rcecting thofe whom
he cémmands us to receive ? the avfurdity and | 1mple-

1 Tim 1. <4 Tit 2 10 4+ Vid DPanl annt on Tndp 3t
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‘tyof which I need not enlarge upon; if wecannot believe
and love leffer points of truth, without impofing them
upon others, then how could the Apoftle Pau/ believe
the extent of chriftian liberty, and yet will to receive
the weak that denied it? Our Lorp reproved the dif-
proportioned zeal of the Pharifees, for tything mint, anife
and cummin, while they omitted the weightier matters of
the law, judgment, mercy and faith, i. e. juftice, charity
and fidelity ; they flrain'd at a gnat put fwallow’d a
camel : ¥ with pretence of fuperior ftritnefs, they
charged the Saviour of finners, with want of due refpect
to the traditions of the elders, and to the Sabbath
day, becaufe he eat with unwathen hands, and cured
The fick on facred time ; who in return directed them
to go and learn what that meant, that Gop won/d bave
mercy rather than. facrifice § 1. e. when a lefler duty
interferes with a greater, the leflef is to be omitted ¢
the offering of gitts, or aéts of external worfhip muft
give place to brotherly love and compaffion ; which are
of the laftimportance to fociety, and -accepted by the
Redeemer as a kindnefs done to himfelf.

3d. Anotrer hindrance to peace which thould be
with equal care avoided is wncharitalle divificns, or
" febifms in the church of Gop ; as peace is the bond of
unity, {o is unity of peace : tho’ the body myftical hath
fome parts which are reckonedlefs honourgble, yet there
fhould be no fchifm in it : one part thould not fay to the
other, I have noneed of thee. Our Lorp bore with many
~errors and weaknefles in his Diftiples, amxd the Apofiles
neither feparated themfelves, nor allowed of feparation
from the churches of Corinth, Galatia, Epbefus, Smyrna,
Sardis, and Laodocea 3 tho’ corrupted with odius crimes
and errors : thofe therefore that are leaft for unity and
peace, are leaft like Gob and leaft for him ; they really
oppofe the accomplithment of Cur1st’s prayer, and pre-
diction, that bis people may be one as be and the father are
B one

& AL a ot . > AAXa .
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ene 3 1 that as there is but one Shepherd, fo ¢! ere fhould
be but cne fold. * Uncharitable divifions where no finful
term of eommunion is unpofed, are consrary to the na-
ture, word, and werk of Gop, which are unitv, love and
peace @ as well as to the ordinances of Gop, baptifim
and the Lorp’s fupper, which are defigned to reprefenc.
the union of the body myftical, and to be a bond of
obligationon us to preferve it. By one fpirit faith the
Apoftlewe are baptifed into one body and tho’ we are many,
we are allpartakers of one bread; as tearing a parto! thena-
turalbody mars itsbeau 'y, comfort and firength, and tends
to deftroy it entirely ! {o the famefatal effeéts have fcbifms
in the church of Curist! for as our L.orp obferves,
a beu'e divid d againft itfelf eannot fland.  And therefore
the Apoftle with vehemence, intreats the Corinthians, 2y
the name of the Lord Fefus Chrift, that th.re fbould be
no [chifms amongft them. | Valuable perfons are not
like to be of fo much ufe to reclaim a declining church;
when {eparated from it, as in a ftate of union, - becaufe
of the mutual prejudices which thefe breaches occafion,
and thedivifion of the peopl:’s zealand attention, from
the great things of experimental and practical religion.
filas! what multitudes are prejudiced againft chriftianity
altogcther, by the numerous {chifms of the church of
CurisT, anltheir carnal contentions, whereby they
lzbour to ruin one another’s reputations, provoke
mutually not to love, but wrath, and pra¢tically confine
chnftianity to their feveral parties, as tho’ CHRrRIsT was
divided, or had many bodies ! Why fhould a perfection
in. knowlege (or principles) more thanin prattice be
infifted on in order to communion, {eeing both are una-
tainable in this life ? Is any branch of the vifible church
infallible in its decifions about fmall and comparatively
doubtful points ? it not, then why fhould any exprefs
fuch a zeal and confidence about them, as feem to fup-
pofeit ?
4th, Pripke fhould be avoided as the grand makli’bat'l;
\ this
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this blows up peace in families, church, and flate; it fets
men on ftriving who fhall be greateft, and makes them
impatient of contradition, afluming and pofitive ; the
proud man’s cpinicn even in doubctul matters muft pafs
for undcubied truth, and his will muft be a law, elle
he is difpleafed. He that overvalues himfelf, of con-
fequence undervolues others, and fo provokes them to
~ flighthimin return ; and hence the truth of Solcincn’s ob-
fervation is evident, that be wkois of a provd [pirit flive b
up firife, it was this whichinduced Diotrepkcs tolcvepre-
eminence, to caft the biethren out of the church, ard prete
againft them with malicicus words;§ by this others were
excited to Jpeak perverfe tkings to draw Difciples after
them, and fo enlarge their fect. + Yer this evil fo
abounds ameag mankind, that *tis hard to find a rereat
from its yiolence : fo various and vehement are tl.e
- contenders, and fo plaufibie their pretences, that zn

honeftand peaceable man may be at a lofs which to (i-ur,

or which to follow: as Tully fpeaks of Pempey and

Lfar, * quem fugiam nefcio ? quem fequar nelcio

+ But PosiTiveLy.
1ft. In order to procure and preferve peace amon?

men, it is neceffary to be juf# and honeft in our deal-

ings with them, juflice inits own nature, and by com-

mon confent, is the guardian of peace; butits con-

trary is the fource of numberlefs debates and calamities;

to avoid all appearances ot which, we thould not infift

rigoroufiy upon fmall and doutltful points of righr,

for as fuch a proceeding fhews no tendernefs cf con-
{cience, or regard to their intereft, they are hereby in-
. duc’d to conclude we are hypocrites and their enemies,

and fo commence ours: Whereas a mercifu! receflicn

in {uch cafes, tends to excite théir favourable fenti-

ments of us, and fincere affeion towards us; and®

hence we are commanded rather to fuffer wrong, 1. e. ir

{mall apd doqbttul matiers, tkan to go to lew. ||

o B2 2d. Wz
- .5 mr Epifk. John ix. 10 + Afts xx. j0. :

A o e andmocims 2% % 2 mrantimtes ol cnmnsesr sss



[ 12 ]

- 2d, We thould be closthed with bumility, and
think Joberly of ourfelves, as we ought to think; this
difpofition of mind will incline us to bear contradition
with patience, prevent our ftriving for pre-eminence,
and make us contented when others are preferred be-
fore us; a humble mind is pleafed with a low ftate;
if we learn this /effin of Curist, we fhall find re# to
our fouls, amidft all the difquietudes of the prefent
life; this will make us modeft and ‘felf-diffident, and
incline us to prefer others before ourfelves in love; as
well as to give them all that honour that is their due,
in their {everal places-and relations; all which ftrongly
tend to conciliate peace ! '

3d. We thould /ve our brethrem with apurebeart fer-
wvently ; this will incline us to cover their infirmities,
and to live at peace with them ; love endureth all things: if
we love our brethren more, we thall be willing to bear
more with them; and to provoke them lefs : Love is
the bond that unites men fately and comfortably in fo-
ciety, and hatred the fource of that violence which
rends and diffolves it; we cannot eafily hate thofe we
love, nor can we long agree with thofe we hate: Surely
none have or can wrong us, fo much as we have done
ourfelves, for its worfe to be made evil, than called fo;
worle to endanger our falvation, than .to fuffer in our
cftate: thefe things we have done to ourfelves, and yet
‘are little moved, while trifles in comparifon, done to
us by others, excite the keeneft refentment What
can be the caufe of this partial condu&, but an excefs
of love to ourfelves, and a defect therein to others;
contrary to that evangelical precept, which enjoins us
to Jove our neighbours as ourfelves, and to walk in love,
as Chrift alfo bas loved us. As love is the fulfilment of the
law, fo it is the feope of the gofpel in all its parts, nor
are there wanting excellencies in all mankind, either

, 4 ‘cnatural,
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natural, moral, or religious, which fhould invite out

refpett, thefe we fhould be cager to dilcover to this
noble end. ‘ : :

4th. Ix order to procure and preferve peace, it is ex-
ceeding neceflary to be candid and chariteble in our
thoughts of others fentiments, fpeech=s, -and attions,
. and to put the moft favourable interprezation on them
thac they can reafonably besr. Charity, as the apoiile
Paul oblerves, thinks no evil, i. e. is not fufpicious of
others, ‘without ftr:ng prefumptions or apparent evi-
dence, and even in that cafe afcribes their failures to
the mildeft caufes, fuch as ignorance, miftake, and
human infirmity, rather than malicious defign: this is
the treatment that every man defires for himfelf, and
therefore thould fhew to others. When our Lord tcld
his difciples, that one of them would betray him, eve-
ry one fufpelted not the traitor but himielf, Lord is ¢ I?
but the contrary praltice, viz, eafily believing evils
of others, aggravating of themn, and alcribing them to
the worft of caufes and defigns, is the frait of murder-
ous hatred, and tends to banith peace from the earth!

sth. WE fhould treat all men with coursofy and gentle-
mefs, the lato of kindnefs fhorld be in cur lips, th willom
that is from abeve is firft pure, than pe-cceble, gentle cid
eafy to be intreated. Put them in wind i>ys the Apcfile to
Titus, to fpeak evil of no men, to ke o brawlrs, tut
gentle, fbewing all meeknefs to all men; Iy ling ferbearing
@ prince is perfucded, and a [oft tongue brecketh the bene
But reviling 15 like the picrcings of a tword, which a-
gravates the wound it pretends to heal; it is not only
a violation of peace, but a dithonourable waging of
war, like fhooting arrows dipt in poifen! an inhuman
-practice which rather aims at the ruin than the reform-
ation of thofe we diflike, The Arch-angel, when contend-

~ \ ' g
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ing with theDewil, durft not bring againft him a railing
accufation, for he knew he was no, match for Satan at
that bafe bufinefs! '

¢th. We fthould alfo be kind in affion; which, in its
general courfe, is the index cf the thoughts, and fpeaks
Jouder than words; our Lord enjoyns us to blefs them
that curfe us, and do good to thefe that defpitefully ufe us,
bt we may Le the ciildren of cur fcther which is in bea-
ven; awhe maketh kis fun to rife on the evil and on the goed: ~
By this godlike method, we thall do more then others,
and cvercome evil with go:d. Nothing, befides the grace
of Gop, has fuch power to remove prejudices, . and
melt the moft obdurate Learts into kindnefs and peace;
efpecially when thefe friendly offces are attended wiih
a trce forgivenefs of former offcnces, which is enjoined
by the higheft authority, and made the pre-requifite
to our obtaining pardon from Gobp: put on bowels of
siercy ond kindnefs, fergiving cne anotker, as Ced bes, fer
Clriff’s Joke for given yous if ye forgive not men their tref
tojes, neither will your beaveply father forgive yeurs.

It is likewife neceffary to mind our oten bufinefs, and
to beware 6t encroaching on the provinces of gthers,
let no mon fuffer as a murderer, cr-as a thief, cr as a bufy
tecy, or bithop T in otber men's matters, while men
keep within their proper fpheres, order and harmony
are preferved; but the contrary, like elements out of
their own orb, produces confufion and mufery!

We fhould alfo be careful to maintain that crder of
government, which is appointed by the Almighty, with-
out which peace and comfort cannot be expetted in
fociety, as ralers fhould avoid encroaching upon the
rghis of thefe they prefide over, || fo the pegple

: . fhould,

1 1 Pete iv. 15, @AAGTRIOSTIONOTOSH § 2 Petlve 3.

.
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fhould make confcience of their duty to their fuperiors
in oifice. *

I May add, that the friends of peace thould /bu»s
difputes, efpecially about fmall matters, that are remote
from the life of religion; for thefe, like prickly bram-
bles, fcratch thofe that handle them, and yield 1o fa-
voury fruit. Avcid faith the apottle, foolifb quefticns and
gezealogiesy || charge them, before the Lord, that they
Jirive not about words to no profit. T Tho’ difpuring 13
in itfelf lawful, and fometimes neceffary to defend the
truth, yet through the corruption of human nature,
it is feldom fo managed, as to anfwer a valuabie end;
inftead of a calin enquiry after truth, it ufually dege-
nerates into perfonal invectives, which are ot no fervice
to clear up the point in debate. He therefore that med-
dles with controverfy, that don’t comcern bim, is like one
who takes a dog by the ears: and he who in the manage-
ment of it don’t fpeak the truth in love; pleads rather for
‘his own honour than truth, There have been fo many
difputes about little things, and thofe fo ill managed,
that the more important duties of love and peace have
been thereby much impaired! It is an argument of a
proud and weak mind, to be hafty and dozmatical in
fpedking abour things that are doubtful, for hereby we
overfhoot ourfelves, and are in danger of being obliged
either to retrat our miltake, or defend what is inde-
- fenfible. " It is a reproach to pretend to know what we
do not, and to have a confidence difproportioned to
the evidence of things; this temper and behaviour are
as oppofite to peace, as to reafon and good manners.

In a word, if we would procure peace where it is not,
and preferve it where it is, we mufl avoid evi/ fpeaking
of others necdlefsly in tbeir abfence, and liftning to thole

_ “that

® Heb. xiii, 17, | Tit. iii. 9. 312 Tim, i1 14
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that do; though the preventing of important injury to.
ourfelves.or others, may fometimes make it a duty to
blame the abfent, yet this extraordinary cafe is no
apologv for backbiting and flandering. If we have any
thing to fay againft our brother, we fhould inform him
of it in private,” in a humble friendly manner, which
has a tendency to promote his reformation, ‘but any
‘other method 1slike to make him worfe, by inflaminghis
prejudices and refentments; Salomon truly obferves,
that o whi/perer feparates chief friends, on the contrary
we fhould caft water on the fire of coniention, by con-
cealing with the mantle of love, all the fins of others,
which we are not obliged to diicover in order to anfwer
*a valuable end; and make all the apologies for their
miftakes, which charity fuggefts,.and reafon admits.
In particular we thould pray for the peace of Ferufalem,
and that we may be able to promote and preferve it by
the ule of all proper meafures, in the mean time lament-
ing the corruption of our whole nature, lelieving in Fefus,
and imploring, for his fake, pardoningand renewing
grace, without which we are ot like to love as bre-
thren; I may add, that acquaintance with church hif-
tory, - is of great ufe to prevent or ‘heal divifions and
debates !------
Havine fpoken of the duty enjoyned, peace-making,
I proceed to confider the motives mentioned by our
LorpD to enforce it, the ‘

1ft. Qr which is, that fuch arebleffed, ¢ for they have
the fatisf:&tion of enjoying themiclves, by keeping
peace, and of being truly ferviceable to others, by
difpofing them to peace; they are working together
with CurisT, who came into the world to flay all
enmities, and to proclaim peace. Though peace-
making be fometimes a thanklefs office, and ’tis the”

¢ lot

a & & a & n
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¢ lot of him that parts a fray, to have blows on both
¢ fides, yet itis a good office, and we mulft be forward
¢ in it,”* Tho’ mifguided faints may cenlure peace-
makers fora time, and the wicked world may curie
them, and calt out their names as evil, yet the King
of the Church and Lord of the univerfe, juftifies th.em,
approves of their conduct, "and bleffes them, authori-
tatively, univerfally, and eternally; yea and they fhall
be blefled; it is Ged :bat juftifies, who is be that condzmns ?

if God be for us, who fball be againft us? ° o

2d. They fball be called the children of Gody, “it will be

< an evidence to themfelves thit they are fo, Gop will

¢ own them as fuch, and herein they will refemble hinm s
¢ he is the Ged of peace, the Som ot God is the prince of
¢ peace, and the fpirit of adoption is a [pirit of peace.

. Since Gop has declared himfeif 1econcilable to us, he

will notown thofe for his children that are implacatls
in their enmity to one another; for if Z'effed are 1he
peace-makers, then wo to the peace-breakers. Now by
this it appears, that Curist pever intended to have
his religion propagated by fire and fword, or penal
laws, or to own bigotry and intemperate zeal as the
marks of his difciples; the children of th's world love
to fith in troubled waters, but the chillren of Gop are
the peace-makers, the quiet of the land: as fuch are
like Gop, fo they are beloved by him, and fhall have
the portion of children, grace for grace in this life,
and diltinguithed glory 1n the next; they fhall have
guidance and fupport, and all neceffary comfort here,
and an incorruptible and undefiled inheritance hercats

*ter, which fades not away, Amen.

: B
« Vid. Henry in Loc.






8195868808989 SS
A S X A ..‘f'\@}i.@}éd}

K ) "< \ .'s.. AN
g%xg XX w%@x%x@x@x@gég
c NN NN Y RN N N N N A e

"SERMON IL

MATTHEW V. 9.
° .
Bleffed are the Peacemakers, for they fball be called
the children of Gop. ,

\

EEING iccording to the ancient and

A
i%)()(}" *4* juft ‘maxim, that contrary’s fet in oppo-
g s & fition, illuftrate each other, in order to
SN +§ ‘caft light upon the labouring fubjeét,
Haeld

let us take a tranfient view of perfecution
. ftri@ly and properly fo called, in con-
trat with peacemaking; here obferve that perfecuti-
on may be faid to be two fold, viz. of the church,
and of the ftate; the former confifts in the execu-
tion of (piritual penalties, on the account of religi-
on, without a fcriptural foundation; and the latter in
. the execution of temporal, fuch as fines, impnifoninent,
confifcation of goods, bodily pains, and death; it is
the latter of thefe that T have efpecially in view at pre-
fent, and beg leave to affert, that it is contrary to {crip-
ture, reafon, and antiquity, John xviii. 36.

I~ particalar what can be fuppofed more contrary to
peace, than the principle and practice of perfecution or
indeavours to force uniformity in matters purely religi-
ous, 'by methods of external violence, fuch as fines,
imprifonment, confifcation of goeds, banif:nent, bodi-
Ca2 ly
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ly painsand death? here permit me to obferve, thatper-
Jeccattion is contrary to fcripture, reafon, and antingz’ty. and

1ft. Tt is contrary to feripture. When thc difciples of
Jesus, jemes enu §chn, applied to their Lorp for leave
to cemmaend fire from beaven to confume the Samaritans, for
nct 1eceving their mafier, inftead cf complying with
their motion, though it direétly concerned himielf, be
tirned ard rebu. ed them, and Jaid, ye kncw mot what man-
ner of [pirit ye are of, for the Scn of Man is not come to
« ey mens lives but to fave them.  Here the matter is
brought to a trial, a great offence is committed againft
cur Saviour hlmfclf and yet he would not fuffer it to
to be revenged by force: hereby our compaflionate,
end dear Redeemer manifefts his abhorrence of perfe-
cuting violent, methods, in matters purely religious,
that do not directly affe€t the peace and fafety of the
frate; - and figriges that they were figns of a bad tem-
per of mind, and contrary to the defign of his coming
1nto the wor ld (fee Luke ix." 54. 55. and elfewhere.)
agreeable hereto our Lorp peremtorily declares, that
nis kingdem 1s not of this world, (John xviii. 36.)
1. e 1s not earthlv, over mens bomes and eftates, but
{piritual over their hearts and minds; and therefore is
to be promoted and propagated by fpiritual means on-
lv, which are fuited to its nature and defon, 1t needs
not fecular force to eftablifh it, nor does it interfere
with the prerogatives of princes, or properties of their
fubjcéts: the feundction and feepter of this kingdom is
divire truth, ‘by this and not the civil fword, the Re-

deemer conquers his enemics and governs his people,

kcreby he males them willing fubjeéts, and draws

them, not as teafts by force, but with the cords of a

man, rtaion and argument, and with bends of love,

(Pizlm xlv. 4. Holea xi. 4) the King of Zion girds

on his fpirituzal ficerd, and rides profperoufly becaufe
' of

«
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of trush: this he came to bear witnefs to, not by fury
and violence, but by patientfuffering : (John xviii. 36
37.) and fhould not thofe that [ay they cbide in bim,
walk even as he walked ? Should not the fame mind be
_in them, which was in him? (1 Johnii. 6. Philip
ii. 3.,5.) The ufe of ForcEe tends to conFouNnD the
Kinepom of Curist with the kingdoms of this world,
to change its {pitiritual NATURE, " and make it carnal
and political: but the weapens of our warfare are nct
carnal - though mighty through God, to the pulling down
the firong kolds of fin and Satan; and bringing every
thought to the obedience of Chriff. (2 Corinthians x. 4. 5.)
Farther our Lorp pofitively commands us, that c//
things, whatfocver we would that men fhould do to us,  we
Jbould do [o to them: and that becaule, this is the low
and the propbets. (Matthew vii. 12.) i. e, the fum of
the fecond table of the law, which requireth juitice
and charity, and of the firft, which is thereby fuppoted
as the foundation, and the fubftance cf whart is written
~ by the prophets in relation thereto. * The beauty,
reafonablenefs, and righteouinefs of this immutable
maxim of natural equity, divers of the Pagans difcera-
ed 4nd highly efteemed; particularly Alexssder Severas,
the Roman emperor, had it written on the walls of his
clofet, often quoted it in judgment, honoured CririsT
and favoured the chriftians for the fake of it. Now
perfecution is abfolutely inconfiftent with this golden
rule of juftice, for who that has the fober exercife of
reafon, would defire fuch treatment in his own cafe?

2d. PErsecuTIoN is contrary to Reasow, feeing Re-
ligion is a reafonadle fervice; (Romans xii. 1.) founded
on argument, a matter of choice: (Jothua xxiv. 15.
Pfalm cx. 3.) proceeding from love as its principle
{2 Corinthians v. 14. Galatians v. 6 ) enjoining and
recomnmending love by its pre. epts and examples, (Ephe-

fians
* Romans xiv. 23. He that doubteth, is’da nned if he eat, becaufle
- he eateth not of faith : for whattoever is not of faith, is fin.
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fians v. 1. 2.) and dire&ed to Jove as its fcope: (1 Ti-
mothy i. 5.) Seeing love, that works no ill to bis neigh-
bour, is the fulfilling of the law, (Romans xtj. 10.) the
bond of perfecinefs, (Collofians iii. 14.) greater tham
Jfaith and hope, (1 Corinthians xiil. 13.) The ufe of
external Force, inftead of befriending this ReLicion,
really oppofes its principle, [pirit, and end, by manifeft-

ing murderous batred agzinft our brother; (1 John

mi. 15.) it excites them to hate us in return, and be-
trays the want of proper arguments to engage our
efteem and affe@ion. [n this manner PersecuTion
difgraces the religion of Jesus, and tends to deftroy
it entirely. As love is the incentive to love, fo is ha-
tred to 1ts contrary; both which actions fpeak with
the loudeft voice, and give the ftrongeft evidence ; #be
wildem that is frem above is firft pure, then peaceable,
gentle, and eafy to be entreatedy full of mercy. (James
i, 17.) but if ye bave bitter envying, and frife in your
bearts, glory rot, and lie not againft the truth; this wif-
dom deofcendeth not from above, but is earthly, [enfual, de-
vilifb; (James iii. 14. 15¢) certainly, the wrath of man,
- werketh not the righteoufnefs of Ged. (Jamesi. 20. 21.)
Secing we muft anfwer to Jehovah for our condu&,
- and others cannot fcreen us from his refentment, is it
not rauonal that we fhould éxamine and judge for our-
felves, and call no man fatker on the earth, “in this re-
fpect? and do net the facred Scriptures enjoin thefe
things upon us? (Johnv. 39. 1 Corinthians x. 135,
Matchew xxiit. 9.) Now can it be with reafon imagin-
ed, that almighty Gop commands us to do thus, and
yet in the mean time gives authority to any to punifh
or kill us for doing it, and for. complying with our
own judgment in matters purely religious, after the

beft enquiry we can make, or judgment we can formre-

fpecting the meaning of his word? no furely! for if this
be the cale, Jenovan commands contradictions, and
o : his
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his word is a fnare; if we do not examine it, and judge
~ for ourfelves, we fin; if we do, and through fear of
men, act contrary to our judgment and confiience we

are damned; and if we do not a& contrary to our con-

fciences in fome inftances we are punifhed or killed.

But thefe confequences are abfurd, blafphemous, and

impoffible ; and therefore the perfecuting principle

from which they proceed is falfe. Is not killing peo-

ple for Gop’s fake, and all pamns and punifhments

tending hereto, the abomination of the church of Rome,

that makes defolate ? Memorable are thefe words of our

Lorp to his difciples, (John xvi. 2. 3.) yea the time

cometh, that whofoever killeth you, will think be deth
God fervice, but thefe things will they do unto you, becaufe

they have not known the father, or me. Hereby our

Lorp fhews the vanity of pretending to promote reli-

gion by perfecution, and that however zealous and

“confcientious any are therein, it proceeds from igno-

rance of the Father and the Son; either abfolute or

comparative, they that have a confiderable degree of
-acquaintance with CHrIsT, muft needs kaow, that he

rules by truth and love, and not. by fire and fword:

So that perfecuting principles and praétice, inftead ot

being a fign of eminence in religion as fome pretend,

either prove a total want of it, or at leaft great weak-

nefs in it.

Is it decent or confiftent for Proteffants, who blame
the church of Rome for their cruelty and bloodfbed, to
imitate this Mother of Harlots in her murderous wick-
ednefs, by propagating her bloody principles? if ex-
ternal Force be neceflary to promote Rericion, it
will neceflarily follow, that the Popith impricIT
FAlTH is found do&rine, that kNowLEDGE is danger-
ous, and 1GNORANCE the mother of devotion: becaufe

. the lefs knowledge we have, the more eafily we can
: , : fubmit
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fubmit blindfold, to an abfolute authority: but when any
do fo in matters purely religious, . they admit and obey
another Kinc in CHRIsT’s kingdom; and fo commence
ReBEeLs againft his fupream authority; who is the only
Lorp, Lawciver, and MasTer of  his people, by
preferring others before him, and fetting up their au-
thority in oppofition to his. (James iv. 12. Matthew
xxiil. 10.) Hereby the formal reafon, or ch'ef excel-
lency of religious obedience, viz. a fupreme regard to
Curist’s kingly power and commanding pleafure, is

deftroyed ; and confequently we ceale to be the fer-

‘'vants of Gop, and become the fervants of men, {rom
whom we muft look for our reward, (Galatians 1. 10.
Matthew vi. 2.) ' ‘
IF external Forck be neceffary to promote REL1GION,
then gtievous pains and peaTH itfelf, are neceffary to
be infli¢ted for this purpofe; becaufe the leaft degree
of punithment naturally leads to, and neceffarily in-
- cludes the greateft, not only by reafon of the different
degrees of heinoufnels, attending different errors in
principle and condu&, but efp:cially on account of
tlie encreafing aggravations of per/iffing long therein ;
-which is ever called by impoiers, an obftinate and rebel-
licus oppofition to authority, and therefore. muft be pun-
ithed in proportion, gradually, till it iffues.in death:
Befides it fhould be confidered that more or lefs 1n the
degree does not vary the kind: If the loweft degree of
temporal panithment be proper and neceffary, on the
account of religion; the higheft muft be fo,” when the
circumftances of - the cafe require it; and if the higheft
be bad, fo by a neceffary confequence is the loweft, for
the general kind includes all degrees.

From what has been faid we may reafonﬁb}y con-
clude, that according to the perfecuting pian, the .\?hp&
: ni




»

[ 25 1

hith fuguifition is the perfeition of chriftianity; or in o<
ther words, the molt pious, worthy, and effetual
method of . promoting it that has been yet difcovered :
O horrible! but I forbear lett bumanity itfelf fhould
be fhocked, and its tender refentments too much
moved, at the fight of afeene of fuch monftrous barba-
rities, as are a reproach to the human fpecies, afcandal
tothe name of man! And proceed to enquire, what can
the iron argument of force convince the mind of, but
the weaknefs of that religion, which needs fuch mea-
fures to fupportit; and the cruelty of thofe that ufe
them. It may indeed promote ignorance, falfehood,
hypocrify, and flavery, as among the Spanards and
- Portuguefe ; all which are deteftable, and directly con-
trary to the preeepts and genius of the réligon of Je-
' sus, who commands ws to fearch for knowledge as for bid

. treafures, (Proverbs ii. 3. 4.) to [peak the tiu:h in love,

(Ephefians iv. 15 ) to be Ifraelites indeed in whom is no
guile, (John 1. 47.) to ftand faft in the liberty wherewith
be bas made us free, and to beware of being the fervants
-of men, (Galatians v. i. 1 Corinthians vii. 23.) In a
. word a claim of power to perfecute, really juftifies all the
bloodfbed of the church of Rome, manifeftly tends to r0b
us of all our religious /iberty at a ftroke, and to pro-
mote the entire ruin of the buman race, feeing the va-
rious ftates and communities, of which it is compofed,
whether Proteftant, Papal, or Pagan, have, as fuch, the
fame autbority, and there is no infallible judge on either
fiae to determine the points in difpute.  Farther, fee-
ing it is iniquitous to opprefs our fellow creatures, tor
what is right 3 are not fallible perfons who know but in
part, indanger of committing this iniquity, when they
periecute their drethren, even for matters of doubtful
Speculation? is it not abfurd, yea peculiarly fo, for
- thofe who fay they are infallible in principle to per-

fecute others on the fuppofition of their being infalli-,

ble,
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ble, ér in other words, certainly right? and yet com-
plain of othets, as guilty ot fcandalum magnatum, who
- perfecute_them in their turn; as if they could be both
fallible and infallible at the fame time, and in refpe&
of the fame things,-and had a mongpoly of pesfecuting
authority, a right to abufe all others that differ from
them, but in the mean time that no body can touch
them without great iniquity: O no! they are noli me,
tangere, fallible infalibilities : but before we can believe
this extraordinary claim, they muft produce their cbai-
ter, the want of which digotry, or red hot zeal for a
arty of their own caft, and confident affertions cannot
Elpply. What woes did our Lord denounce upon the
Pharifees, that feft of feparatifis among the Fews, whe
trufied they were right.ous, and defpifed others, [aying
Srand off, for I am holier than theu : they pretended
great veneration for dead [aiuts, by building and garnith<
ing their tombs, and profefling that had they - lived
then they would not have been acceffary to their dlocd :
while, in the mean time, they perfecuted living faints,
For this the Lorp Jesus pronounces a woe upon them,
calls them & generation of wipers, and threatens them
with the damnation of beil, * (Matthew xxiii. 29. 34.)
Bur the mott convincing and confiftent way of clearing
ourfelves from any acceflion by imitation, to the fhed-
" ing the blodd of the martyrs of Fefus, and of manifeiting
our abhorrence of the perfecution of deceafed faints, 1s
not to magnify to the ffars, by partial panegyricks, the
fufferings of fonte of our own party and nation; while
milli ns of as brave and noble fculs, of an elder date,
long before the names that now divide the proteftants
were known, who drank as deep as they of the bitter
eup, are ignobly pafled by iri profound filence : but by
unlimited proportipnal Jove and kindnefs toall, of every
' parly

¥ Nor is it a hard tatk for hypocrifés to commend the truly pious
that ave dead or ditant, becaule as the proverlyis; mortuis nes mordste
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party and nation; and efpecially to .thofe. that love- the
Lord Fefus in fincerity : though marny of them diffet
from us in fentiment, whom we thould net forbid to caft
out .devils, -becaufe they dont follow us ; for none that do
miracles in. Chrift's name, can lightly fpemé evil of bim,
and [ich as are not againftbim, - ave for bim, (Matthew
‘ix. 38. 40.) and by oppofing the principles and praffice
of perfecution, in the preicnt time univerfally, as well
as difapproving of it as extenfively in the paft: feeing
every man, confidered as a man, has as good a right to
religious lzbcr,ty as another, it is as bad for us to per/e-
cate othas, of a different dmamzrmtzon, as for thcm to
perfecate us,

Anp feeing, as was before obferved, the loweft de-
gree of puniflment on a religious account, includes the
bigheft ; it 1s therefore a deceitful artifice of perfecutors
to go about the u/h, and abufe mankind with presences
to maderatzon, as it they did not dream of death at al}
in the martter; O no! they only want to exercife fome
prous and whol:fome feverities, and then come to a peri-
od: whercas the nature of their fanguinary fcheme, in
cafe the fuppofed ¢criminal perfifts,” cannot admit of any
mercy or any period, fhort of blood and death, without
the ab:urdity of overfetting itfelf: and do not innumer-
able and awtul fa/?s irrefragably prove, that deash is
the tendency and frust thereof ? this perfecutors thems.
felves, who are men of intelligence, may ealily upon
deliberate enquiry difcern; which if they do, and yet
deny or difguite, 'in order to gull fimple fouls who are
apt to believe every fair word, and induce them to fwal-
“low their pcrmcnous ichemc 3 a fcheme that beheld
without a maq/ in its natural deformity and dangerous
confequences, would fbock them, and make them ﬁlck at
the fwallowing of this Camer. I fay if any ufe this

method, they act 3 very hypocritical and bafe part; fee

D2 Job
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. Job xiii. ‘7. will youi [peak wickedly for God, and talk de-
ceitfully for bim. = - _

Anp it is as hypocritical as irrational, to pretend
we dont like feverities, and are not guilty of them, be-
caufe we do not inflit them ourfelves immediately 5
though in the mean time, we believe it is the duty of
others, of a different ftation, to do this cruel drudgery
for us, and at our'motion; are difcontented with them,
ard murmur againft them, as lukescarm in the caufe of
Gop, the caule of truth, and of religion when they do
it not: i.e. becdufe they have either more Jenfe, more
bumanity, or more religion than ourfelves, all cur picus,
Dretences about tryth and reformation notwithftanding;
the Papifts tell us, that their ckurch is a merciful chur b,
and fheds no blcod 3 but who can believe them, or how
can they believe themfelves ? while they hold the grin-
ciples, that HereTic!s fbcu/d be gut to pDEATH, and
while they convi€t men of Lerefy, und deliver them up
to the fccular power, for that purpofe; - though witha
Fudas like compliment, afking that mercy may be fhewn.
- them, that is (as the event proves) that they may bé
burnt; O hearts harder than adamant, loft to all {enfe
of candor and humanity ! thus the adulirefs after her
beaftly iniquity, wipeth ber mouth, and faith I Fave dene
no wickednefs; (Proverbs xxx. 20.) thus Pilate, after
confenting to the murder of our Lerd, wefbed Lis bands
before the multiti:de, and faid I am innocent of the blced of
2his juft perfon, fee ye to it; .(Matthew xxvii. 24.) but
how.vain, hypocritical, and hateful are thefe foamms ;

Mecing itis a diffate of reafen and maxim in law, that ccn-
Jemters, are agents; we may therefore with juftice, apply
toall fuch, the words of Gop himfelf by the prephet
Jeremiah, ii. 22. . for though thed wafh thee with nitre,
and take thee much fope, yet thine iniquity is marked befors
gne, Jaith the Lord Gob ! -

S Ovg
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Ovur Lorp enjoins his difciples, (Matthew xvi.' 6.) |
to take beed and beware of the leaven of the Pharifees; that ‘
is, of their cenforious, [chifmatical, and immoral perfecut-
ing deftrine, which has effeéts upon men’sminds, like 1
trofe of leaven upon dough 5 puffs them up with pride of
their own aurainments, fours them with prejudices’ a-
gainft their brethren, and has becaute of its agreeable-
nefs to the enmity, pride, and floth of human nature, in
its prefent ftaie, a tendency to fpread far and wide,
Our Lorp and his apoftles did not think it proper to
keep pace with thofe mafters of ceremonies and canonical
- chedience 3 who regarded fhew more than fubflance, the
Jform more than the power, and the means more than the
end; who inftead of preferring great things to finall,
preferred fmall to great, (Matthew xxiil. 24.) and glo-
ried in a religion confifting chiefly in i/l-nature and for-
malities. Hence it is that thefe men had the affurance
to arraign and condemn the moft perfect example of un-
fullied snnocence, of difinterefted and confummate good-
nefs and holinefs, in the Jife of our Sawviour, that ever
the creation faw. With great pretence and fhew of or-
‘dery orthodoxy, and piety, and with equal prejudice they
cenfured our Lorp as erroneous, lax, and impious, be-
caufe he did not obferve to their mind, the traditions of
their fathers, whicly they were as zealous for, as Sau/
before convi€tion, eat without wafbing bis bands, freely
converfed with publicans and finners, and did not con-
form to their ceremonicus oblervance of the Sabbath-Day;
and perceiving that his miraculous works put bonour o
his perfon, and gave weight and influence to his minifiry,
both which made them uneafy: in order to remove
thefe ¢ffests, they {candalize the caufe,* and malicioufly
afcribe fome of the moft glorious and beneficent works
that .

* It is a juft maxim in philofopby that when the caufe is removed
the effet ceafes: jfublata caufa tolluntur, this the Pharifees under-
ftood well, . ' '
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that ever the fun beheld, to the moft bafe and malig-
nant fpirit, the Devil, the priuce of Devils; as if Bel
zebub had forgot his implacable and native fpize againft
the buman race, and by fome ftrange and fudden meta-
morphofis, had commenced their kindeft friend and
moft liberal benefattor; O the degeneracy of haman
nature! O the infatuating power of envy, after which
the {pirit of apoftate tranfgreflors lufts! if the Pharifees

had afcribed their oppofition of the works of CurisT,,

to a devil in themielves, Envy (probably) influenced
by Satan and felf, they would have told the #zruzbh.
Some of their cavils againft our Lorp were plaufible
and fpecious, but it is not all gold that gliftens, though

the do&rines of truth and hboline[s may be ftrangely

darkened by artful fophitters, -through their falfe co-
lourings; yet wifdom will be juftified by ber children, it is
to be hoped they will fee through the difguife,

Our. Loro in his own Jtafence, againft the aforefaid -

pretexts, obferves, -that they made th: commandment of
Ged of none effelt through their traditicns, (Mark vii. ¥3.)
for all their high pretences to sruth, as if they were the
only keepers of that cabinet they held fuch errers, as
deftroyed the'end of ail truth, namely bolinefs, (John
xvii. .14.) by cancelling thé rule of it, the low of Gop :
where this 1s not, the apoftle Paul affuresus, there is
#o tranfgrefion, (Komans iv. 15.) or fn, which isa
tranfgrefion of the law, as the apoftle Fobn declares,
(1 John iii. 4.) and of confequence no kolinefs, which
muft be a conformity to the law, becaufe it is the ¢ontra-
ry of fin. Netking can neither be conformed to, or
tranfgrefled; and thus it appears, that inftead of high
advances in religion, they deftroyed its fu/flance and
Jeope, by making veid the moral lew! Farther, our I orp
in his defence obferves, that he converfed with publicans
and fiziers not asacompanionbut as a phyfician, (Matthew

Y X,
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ix. 12,) advifes them'to learn what that means, #har
the almighty would bave mercy, rather than- facrifice;
(Matthew ix. 12. 13.) and reafons with them, - zbat if
be caft out devils, by the prince of devils, the kingdom of
Satan would be divided againft itfelf, and of confequence
. deftroyed, but that if by the [pirit of God, he caft out de-
vils, the kingdom of God in its power, was come among
them, which it would be exceeding finful and danger:
ous to oppole ; (Matthew xii. 24. 33.) the fum of our
Lorp’s argument is this, that feeing the fupport of the
devils kingd:m, like that of ‘other kingdoms, and ftates,
depends upor the union and barmony of its ralers and
fubjects; which the ncedlefs ufe of force has.a tendency
to mar and interrupt, itis therefore abfurd to imagine
that fo wife a fpirit as Satan is, (in the matters that con.
cern his dominion) fhould be guilty of it, in forcibly
cafting out inferior demons. How weak foever fome
profeflors of chriftianity are in imagining that the
kingdom of CurisT will be promoted by needlefs ¢o-
tentions, divifions, and force, Satan has more [agacity
than to think fo of his own, and more regard to it,
than to ac on fuch a filly plan, which is as contrary to
the juft maxims of govern:nent as it is to common fenfe !
Butin addition to the fuffrage of fcripture and reafon, give
‘me leave to obferve, that the antient fathers have decla-
red, in ftrong terms, againlt all methods of Forck, in
the propagation of religion. ¢ Tertulian faith, it is not
¢¢ the bufinefs of religion to force religion.” Laetantius
¢¢ obferves, that there is no need of force, becaufe re-
“ ligion cannot beforced. It is the property of fincere
“ religion, faith Athanafins, not to force but to per-
¢ fwade. * The Gob of the univerfe faith Hilarie, does

* not need a forced ohedience, nor require a conftrained
! “‘confeffion

* This eminent man was called by many of the fathers, Adamas
Ecclefie, the adamant of the church, becanfe of his firm adberence to
the Joltrine of the trinity, in a time of grievous perfecution by the
heretical drians. ' ' :
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- & confeflion.” It is ‘more equitable to pérfwade than

 compel, .and more decent for us, faith Gregory Nazis
< anzen. The chriftian religion faith Arnobius is content
« with its own firength, and refts on the foundation
s of truth.”

Religion is one thing, and human fociety is another
the former is fpiritual, and the lauwer temporal, and
therefore fpiritual means are fuited in nature to the
one, and temporal to the other: the end of religious fo-
diety is eternal bappinefs, but the end of csvil.1s the peace
and fafety of the flate; thefe ends being different, the
means conducing to them muft be fo likewife ; it is no
matter to the flate, whether its laws be obeyed freely
or not, if they be but obeyed, itis enough; now fuch a
kind of obedience may be effected by the fear of punifh-
ment and death ; but the latter proceeding from love
and choice, cannot be forced by outward violence, and
therefore any attempt of this kind is finful and vain,

But PersecuTors plead in their vindication, the
feverities of the Jewifh oeconomy, -not confidering that
that flate was a Theocracy, God was their king in a civil
Jenfe 5 their judicial or civil laws were peculiar to them-
felves, fuited to the prefent circumftances of their na-

tion, and in fome inftances impracticable by others.

Idolatry being made capital by a fundamental maxim of
their political conftitution, was rebellion azaintt their king,
and #reafor againft theig £:ze, and confequently was as
Juch punifped : Now to fuppofe that their example o-
bliges other nations, who are¢ not in their extraordinary
circumftances, to do as they did, or juftify themin it,
is unreafonable and abfurd. Doftor Leland in anfwer
to Chubb’s objection, againft the juftice of the Fewi/h
low of putting idolaters to death, juftly oblerves,
‘¢ that it is no ways inconiiftant with Gop’s univerfal

\ care

.




% rare and providence towards mankind,- to make ex<
¢ traordinary difcoveries of his will to particular pers
¢¢ fons, or to a people,---and to eftablifh a eonflitution
*¢ among them, the fundamental principle of which,
¢ is the acknowledgment and adoration.of the one
£¢ living and-trué Gop, in oppofition to all idolatry ;---<
“* and to make this the principal condition, on which
¢ the national privileges and benefits are {ufpended,
¢ in which cafe whofoever was guilty of- idolatry in
< that peculiar conftitution,. was juftly obnoxiqus to’
-¢¢ the penalties inflicted upon the ¢nemies and fubvert-
< ers of the community.”. But where did ever jebo-
‘wab form fuch a civil conflitution but among the Fews 2
‘and where is the jutice of executing its capital and pe-
nal fanftion, where the conftitution itfelf does not exit?
Can idolatry be rebellion againft Gop confidered as the
‘king of a nation, (in a civil - fenfe) where he s not
.king (in faid fenfe?) Or has any nation power to.make
Lt w%,tat it is not, or authority to punifh it for what jt is
‘not? the former is as impoflible as the latter is unjuft.
- Or can a proper authority be derived withoutGop, and
-againft reafon ? no certainly | Now when a proper ax-
“thority is wanting, and there is a difference 1 imports
- ant circumftances, how unreafonable and unrighteous
-is the imitasion? the church is not now blended with
- the commonwealth, is not in a ftate of childboad, bond-
. age, and terror, not under the elements of te world,
(Galatians iv. 1. 3.) not under the law of a carnal com-
mandment, (Eebrews vii. 16.) not under carnal ordi-
nances impofed 1ill the time of reformation ; (Hebréws
ix, 10.) but under a mild and gentle dilpenfation.
" (Hebrews xii. 18.)We are not come to the mqunt that
- might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto
- blacknefs, .darknefs, and tempeft,. which made ¢ven
. a Mofes quake ; but to mount Zioun, and to the 4lsod of
Jfprinkling, that {fpeaks better things than the blood é)f
sl o E o ke

~
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Abel: COrif’s yoké is eafy, and bis Burdeh Tight, (Mate
thew xi. 30.) he has redeemed bis people that were under
the law, under bondage, and given them the Adoption of
Jons, and the fpirit. of adoption, fo thax they are mo more
Jervamts, but fons. (Galatians iv. 5. 7.) He has given
them religious Jiberty, and commands them to fland faft
in it, and ot to be emtaisgled again with the yoke of bond-
age. {Galadiahs v. 1.) ‘And hence it appears that the
infliting temporal penalties on account of religion,
even materially (though not formally, or confidered as
fuch) inftead of promoting the reformation of the gofpel
cburch, judaizes her, robs her of her liberty and comfort,
makes her carnal, brings her back to a ftate of infancy,
‘bondage,- and terror, from all which a good Gop has
gracioufly delivered ‘her.” Why then do any tempt God
by puting a yoke upon the necks of the difciples of Chrift,
which neither ouy fathers nor we were able 16 bear ; (Alls
“%v. 10:) and why do theyboaft of bondageand carnality
as if it were a glorious thing for /pritudl’ perfonsto be-
.come carnal, for men to become infants, ‘and chrifiians to
turn Fews 2 as if the proper method to make ({wgnj}
in religion was to go backward as far and as faft as we
can? ¥rom fuch anodd #ll-natured reformation, thé church
‘of Curist has reafon to pray to be delivered : -nor
‘would its. fondeft votaries like well the clofe application -
of their own fevere doétrine to themfelves, but perhaps
ake as loud an outcry as their neighbours. If any of #s
"or of our pious predeceffors, have had the misfortune to
“be miftaken in any pomnt of ¢ruth or duty, fecing we'as
 proteftants, profefs that we are fallible and imperfei?; and
that we ought to grow in divine knowledge 5 it a gracious
"Gop fhould difcover to us the well meant miffake, I -
‘hope none of us for the fake of felf confifency'in what
'is wrong, bigotry to a party, the name of orthodoxy, or
“falfe refpec to our worthy (though imperfect) prede-
seffors, are “determined 1o remain as ignorant as we are,
o : determined
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determined to refift the lith, ~and not. move 2 hairs
breadth from our juvenile 7ew notions, but to ga
through thick and thin to the death, though againf}
the remontftrances of fcripture and reafon; which is as
inconfiftent with our profeflion, as dangerous,..papal,
and brutith, ‘To boaft of this, and be afraid of the con-
trary, is to glory in our fhame; and to be athamed ot
pur glory. : ' ,

.- Tae religious liberty we now enjoy, under the mild.
and aufpicious reign ot our gracious fovereign, isa vc:K
precious privilege which fhould infpire our minds wi

the moft gratetul ardent fentiments and thank{givings
to Gop and man, for their benignity and goodnefs; in«
ftead of ill-natured difloyal murmurings againit the
ftate, for their juftice and kindnefs, becaufe others of
different religious fentiments and denominations, who
have as men, as good a right to libérty as we, enjoy it
in common with us. Q lamentable narrownefs.of foul I
which is as uncomfortable to us as criminal \in itfelf,
and unfriendly ta others, Were our minds pofleffed
with juft views of things, and our hearts with a due
degree of fincere affeétion taour brethren, we would re-
Joice in their joy, and feel ourfelves happy in their 2ap-
pinefs 5 and in this generous and truly noble temper of
mind, the fpirit of true religion much confifts. (Ro-
smans Xxii. 15. Romans xiv. 17,) - o

Bur becaufe of the native borror and deformity that
fiton the face of perfecuting principles, when viewed
without a mafk, therefore the promoters of them, +
with more art than bonefly, either deny ot difguife the
¢harge: but for fuch, who when religious Zbersy: is en-
Joyed by all, * are induftrioufly labouring to {pread
the pernicious principle of promoting religion, confidered

2 a

4 Atleak fome of them.  ® In the Britits deminions .
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as fucl, by external firce, to pretend to-clear them-:

felves of the guilt of perfecution, or labout to-elude the
- charge’ by’ the  dint of ambiguity and fopbifiry, is as
yain as - to attempt to -mike the fame thing to differ
effentially from itfelfy of to wath an Etbigpian white, - -

* Tnue- glorious fucrefs of the gofpe! during the firft
three centuries, in conquering multitudes to the faith
of CurisT, was not owing to narrew terms of commu-
nion,” or coercive meafures ; but under Gop to the holi-

nefs, brotherly love, and patience of its preachérs and pro<

felffors.  Tertullian fpeaks of their mumbers n his apology,
in the following terms,  * we have filled up -all your

¢ places, your towns, iflands, forts, council-houfes,

‘¢¢ camps, palace, fenate, market-houfe, we have left
¢¢ the temples only to yow.” * -Fuftin martyr, once a
famous Pagan philofopher, acknowledges ¢¢ that he was
¢ induced to embrace chriftianity, by beholding the
¢¢ patient fufferings of the marsyrs.” ‘And in his apology
hath thefe words, refpeéting the gracious ¢hange that
“the religion of Jesus wrought upon them; ¢ former-
¢ ly fays he, we delighted in debauchery ;- now we lové
* nothing but purity. "We bated one another; butnow

s¢-we pray for. our énemies, and endeavour to :convert

$¢ our perfecutors, that they ‘may liye according to the
< precepts of Chrif.” - To the fame éffect fpeaks Atbe-
nagoras in his apology, whofe words for the fake of bre-
vity I omit. Thefe apologies, my brethren, were offer-
‘ed to the Roman Emperorsy and are the moit authentick
wouchers, of thereality of the faiZs to which they relate,
‘that we can mow have from the chriffians ; to which 1
might add the teftimony even of Pagen enemies, did
the time admit. So confpicuous was brotherly love a-
mong the primitive chriflians, that the heathens were
aftonithed - at it, -and faid, fee bow the chriftians love
T ' one

* The Pagan idolatess places of worthip, : :

e e e e et
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one anotb:er !.and fo exemplary were their fuves, that

even Fulian, the apofiate, commends them to the imita3
tion of the Pagans. (1) L

" Tue Arabian impofter Mabomet, inglorioufly fpread. -
his religion by ForcE, by the sworp; but the aforefaid
prodig.oys spPREAD of chriftanity through the Roman
empire, amongft all rawks and orders of men had the
civil fword drawn againfl it, and all forts of temporal
difadvantages' and difcouragements -to grapple with,
during the difmal feries of Pacan PErRsEcuTIONS 3 all
which it furmounted, not by political fratagem, or ex-
ternal force, but by prayersand tears, which' are the
arms of the church of Curist; by bumility and holinefs ;
by Jove to their perfecutors, as well as to each other 3 by
an extraordinary willingnefs to fuffer any kind of forture
for Curist’s fake, and a patient enduring of . them.
In the aforefaid folemn-feries, many thoufands of ¢hrif-
tians were {lain, divers of whom were perfons of emi-
nent dignity and emdowments, natural, ‘acquired, and
gracious ; who with aftonithing firmuefs and bravery of
mind, triumphed over the molt ‘cruel torments, their
Pagan perfecutors could invent and inflict; and thus
their blood became the feed of the church, by which it
grew and flourithed ; which is a powerful argument of
the excelléncy and divine authority of chritianity, which
without the divine intérpofure and concurrence, would
have been long agone extinguithed, * by the combined -
policy and force of earth and hell. The truth is, the bleff-
-ed religion-of the meek and Jowly Fefus, has been indeed -
 promoted, by enduring perfecution, but never by infligz- -
ng it.  The dijciples of Chrif} fbould bear the crofs, but
‘where are they enjoyned to lay a cro/s upon othera? -

, , . . Lzt

+ In hLis letter to Arfarias, ¢ but O! whether are fervent bwve ro }f,e
brethren, and fubftantial hoknefs fled away in the prefent times 2+
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- Ler Pharifecs, Pagans, Arians, Turks, Papiffs-and - |

others of the fame famp, influenced by the fame antis
chriftian fpirit, pride themfelves in cruelty and blood 3
boaft of their zeal in knocking people on the bead for God’s
Joke, “and cramming their faith down their throats = but
Jet the fincere followers of the meck lamb of Ged, glory as

the primitive cbrifiians did, only in the crofs of Chrifil

But here juffice commands a paufe, and conftrains me
to confefs, to the equal bomour of the Turks, and feandal
of the chriftian name, that the [ittle finger ot fome proa
feffors of the latter, has been beavier then the loins of
the former. The Turks allow fome lberty of confciences
to thofe that, are of different profefions and principles
from themfelves ; but the Papifis will allow no lider-
&, will fhew no mercy ta thofe that differ from them jn
principle; but like fome proteftants that profefs greag
zeal for religion, look upon ToLErRATION tabea great
GRrizvance, and perfift in- their wnballowed zeal and
bleody tenets: about traditions, ceremonies, and other
fmall affairs (comparatively) from age to age, without
mwavering. Tell it not in Guth, publifb it not in the fireets

-of Afkelon, leaft the daugbters-of the Philiftines rejoice, the

daughters of the uncircumcifed triumpb! by fuch barba-
gous feverities, the beauty of Ifracl is flain in the bigh
places: Worthy, pious, and #/eful perfons to the com-
munity, and what is ftill more, the loving fpirit of
«brifianity are murdered, and one important argument of

Ats divine autbority bafely buried, by the rigid prafgﬂ'or{

of it ;- as.if the chriftian religion was a fcheme of fordid
sLAVERY, unworthy of Gop to impofe, and of mex ta
embrace; the very reverfe of the law of nature, and hu-
- manity; but Gop forbid! the religion of Fefus rightly
-underftood, isa real, a valuable friend to the law of »a-
ture, to liberty, and fociety, and has explained and en-
forced them with greater clearnefs, argument, and pathos,
then ever any other snfisation did; and therefore is
' worthy
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worthy of all acceptance, by every intelligent besng, who
impartially examines its evidence, and duly confiders-1ts
mature and defign. Such are its excellencies,  barmony, and
advantages 1o. mankind in all valuable refpels, c{piritud
and temperaly . perfonal and focial, that it ftands in no
need of the beggarly affifiance of external force to pro<
mote it. tis true, force 1s a weighty argument. Ay but is
is to fenf¢ not to reafon : though it is as beavy as lead to
the former, it is as light as a featber to the laster ; and
therefore in one word, ' #he perfecuting fcheme is more fit
for furies than men of any temdernefs and bemevolence to
execute ; and more fit for affes meanly to . couch to, than
men of any emquiry and refolution. - '

. ‘Bur were- there no examples of violence among the
t¢hriftians long fince ? .I am forry I cannot do fo much
honour to chriftianity, as to anfwer in the negative,
The truth is, after the three firft centuries, that gold-
en age of the Church expired; when Conflantine the
‘great, the emperor of the Romans, became 4 chriftian,
and with the richeft profufion, and kindeft intention,
- generoufly advanced the chriftian Bithops to great
wealth and dignity; divers of them became unchrittian,
yea, in fome degree, antichriftian and inhuman : they
-degenerated from the primitive f{implicity, -humility,
-mecknefs, difinterefted holinefs, and brotherly love of
their pious predeceflors; which were their beauty and
their ftrength; and funk into the felffnh, -ambitious,
“and invidious {pirit of the world, and the god of it,
“who was a murderer from the beginning, and fell by
“his boundlefs arrogance fromr the height of dignity and
- happinefs, into the depths of woe. being intoxicated
- with grandeur and affluence, and thirfting-atter domi~
nion, they under the fpecious, But fwmle pretexts of
“zeal for truth, order, and government, were guilty of
> fuch carnal contentions, and that even about trifles;

- ; guilty
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guilty of fuch unfocial rudenefs, and inhyman feveris

ties, as made them inftead of .a comfort, a terror and '

torment to cach other, a reproich to themfelves, an
offence and derifion to their enemies, a fcandal to their
(profefled) mafter, and a great obftruétiop to the. pro-
grefs of his religion among mankind; concerning whichy
one as juftly as witily oblerves, that religion produced
riches, but the daughter devoured the mother, Religia
peperit divitias, fed filia devoravit matrem. Quis talia fando,
temperet a lacrymis! Who, whofe heart is not harder
than adamant, can refrain from tears, on fo melancho-
}y an occafion, fo fable a fcene! alas for the native en-
mity of apoftate mankind, againft each other, the real
but difguifed fource of all unfriendly contentions,
fchifms, and perfecutions! how deep is the depravity

.of human nature, and how ftrong its pronenefs, ungrate-.

fully to abufe to Gop’s dithonour, its own and others
‘prejudice, that profperity- and power it courts, and to

deny to others the liberty it defires, as wel] as;to com-~ -

plain of what itfelf inflicts! -how awfully do grandeur

.and affluence eclipfe, for a time, the graces of the faints,

(in general) through their mifmanagement and corru
tion, as well as deftroy fools eternally ? (Ifaiah lvii. 17.
‘Proverbs i. 32.) and hence our Lorp affures us, that

it is eafier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle,

than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of Gop,
‘(Matthew xix. 24.) had this been {poken of the poor,
.1t would have been eafily and generally believed, and
_earneftly atrended to; but as it oppofes a favourite
~paffion, few feem to believe or regard it. If we judge
.of men’s fentiments and difpofitions by their {peech and
_condu&, oras our Lorp exprefles it, of the tree by its
_fruits, (Matthew xii. 33.) how difficult s it, to hold.a
* tull cup eveng The timber that without injury endures

the ftorms of winter, fometimes warps in the gentle

heat of fummcr_. Ah how is the gold become dim, and

the
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- the moft fine gold changed ? How is the glory diparted
~ from Ifrael ? may not the fons of. vioience of Infilel

tribes, with too much juftice now upbraid many of the
‘profeffed followers of the meek, the lowly, the loving
‘Lord Jefus, and fay, art thou alfo become weak as we :
“ar: thou become like unto us? bow art thed fallen from
Heaven, O Lucifer, [on of the morning 2 'how art thew
saft down to the ground, that didft weakent the n-tions |
(liaiah xiv. 10. 12.) The principies of candor, of juf-
tice, and a fincere regard 1o the churches of the Pro-
teltants, induce me to make this farther apology, for
their entertaining perfecuting principles in the begin-
ing of the reformation, viz. that - theif attention was

. otherways diverted by a multiplicity of importan: la-

bours, and that fciénce did but then begin to dawn ;

and farcther that thefe plous mep had, a,miftaken gotion
.of the Jewith conftitution, (which was a Theocrafy that

~ - no other nation ever had) and imagined without foun-

!

dation, that it gave the magiftracy authority to punith
erroneous perfons; propagate religion by the civil fword ;
this is a melancholy blemifh o the reformation from
Popery, which brought great guilt, inconfiitency, and
.abfurdity upon .the Proteftant body ; Romans i, 1,
“Wherefore thou art inexcufable O man, whoever thoy art
that jha’gf/l, Jor wherein thou judgeft another thoy con-

demnelt thyfelf, for thou that Judgefs doft the fume things.

I fpeak this of my Proteftant fathers. and ‘brethren,
with much forrow of heart,. and with many tears, Itis
in vain for any particu]ir party of the Proteftants to de-
.ny the charge ; “the confeffions of faith of all the nation-

- al churches, which put a fwerd in the magiftrare’s hand
- to punifh error, and compe] a unifermity in religion by

temporal pains and penalties, together with their adt.
-ing upon this plan, as appears by divers awful facts,
- prove the charge, O bos my bead were avaters and my eyes
| ' F @
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a fountain of veats, that I wight weep disy and-righhfar the
JNasn of the daughters of my people. (Jesemiah xxxi. 8)

Tue truth is, the firft reformers did many things
well ; they made a noble ftand againft many importan
-awful errors of the church of Rome, fuch as idolatry,
dependence on-works in the articles of juitification, and
aguinft divers -{uperftitious  and ridiculous ceremonies
either of their own invention, or which they borrowed
from their Pagan neighbours, whom they as meanl;
.as inconfiftently aped hercin, though under the fpeci-

ous umbrage of chriftian names.

THe reformers deferve commendation, for the great
fervice they have done to religion, by their bold and
‘gallant oppofition to the aforefaid dbominations, and .
‘others of the like kind, ‘thGugh enforced by ‘all the
artillerv of the church, in conjunétion with the more
tormidable {word of the ftate ; -and for their carryidg
- “on the reformation fo far as they did; and we have
great reafon to blefs Gop while we live for the good
‘they have done, and for their defires that the reforma-
-tion might be carried on fill farther. They did not fet
up themfelves as aii abfolute ftandard. 1f any of their
- potterity have made this wicked ufe of them and their
”ﬁbdi:r; they are ‘to blame tor this, and not the firft
reformers. L ‘ SR o
Bur it is notwithftanding matter of fa&, that thefe-
worthy men have failed in” fome things of great im-
-portance, eipecially in thefe, viz. that they did
-not oppofe perfecution root and branch wherever,
‘whenever, or by whomfoever it is infli¢ted, whether
- Papift or Proteftant, Jew, Turk, or Pagan; whether
-by the church or ftate, or'by both in conjuntion; -and
likewife that they divided among themfelves; "and
made their churches feperate parltics_byv-inclofurlc‘s.pf
) ©  their

.
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their own invention, ‘or by making terms of commu-
-nion that CHRiIsT never made ; whereby the body of

CHRIsT is rent in pieces, and feveral parties are fet

in oppofition to each other, - who. labour to promote
their casmal factions, in the carnal way of hatred, va-
riance, firife, backbiting, and flander; by which the
interefts of the grand-enemy are promoted inftead of
the Mediators kingdom. - . :

~ Herzin we may, asin a glafs, behold the imper-
fe@tions of our forefathers, and the folly of making
them the abfolute ftandards of our faith and prattice,
or the. plus ultra of our religion, as fome bigots would
have us; but, Gop forbid. No, Curist is our mafter,
and the Bible, the Bible is our rule! Let us, Sirs,
follow them fo far as 'they followed Curist, but no
farther; let us value and imitate their excellencies, but
tn the mean time ‘pity and-avoid their blemifhes. As we
thould think foberly of ourfolves, according as God bas

deals to every man the meafure of faith 5 (Romans xii. 3.)

fo we fhould of others ; let us learn not o think of men
above what is written, that no man 8 puffed up for one a-
gainf anatber 5 (1 Corinthiansiv. 6.) My brethren bave
not the faith of our Lerd _'}'i‘[m Chrift with refpeit of per<
Jons, (James ii. 1.) We have no mafter but Curist,
-nor fhould we own any other, for curfed is the man that
sruftesh in man, and maketh flefp bis arm, .and whofe
beart departeib from the Lord, (Jeremiah xvii. 5.) W%
to the rebellious children, faith the Lord, that take council
but not of me, and that cover with a covering but not of
my fpirit; that they may add fin to fin, that go down into
Egypt, and bave not: afked at ‘my mouth, to firengthen
shemfebves in the firengsb of Pharoab, anmd to truft in ibs
Sbadow of I gypt, sherefore fball the firength of Pharoah
be your foame, and the truft in the fhadosw of Egypt your
cosfufion. (lfaiah xxx, 1. ? 3. 11.Chronicles xvi. %.)
. 2 he
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The IMPROVEMENT remains.

Axre Peacemakess blefled, and fhall they be called
the ciildren ot God? then by the law of contraries, we
may learn, that fuch are in a dangerous fitudtion who
promoete contention and divifion, who, inftead of heal-
ing breaches, widen them, and make new rents in the
church of God, inftead of covering the fins of their
- brethren, needlefsly expofe and aggravate them,
and perhaps add groundlefs charges to them, which
have a tendency to mar their ufetulnefs and promote
recriination and confufion ; what contra&ed and dif-
tracted views of things muft fuch perfons have, who
prefer fmall things to great, minute points in fenti-
~ ment tQ brotherly love, and to the peace and union of

Chrifi’s kingdom ! who pretend to promote the good -
of the church, by that which dircély tends to her en-
~tire ruin; 1 mean unneceffary divifions ; if we bice
and devour one another, wé may expeétto be confumed
“one of another. . Church purity in refpet of doc-
trine and the power of piety are no doubt defirable and -
amiable, and oughs to be promoted and preferved, - but
how ? not by methods of our devifing, but by the ufe
of fuch only as divipne wifdom has prefcribed; a long
tract of time has fully praved, that human contrivances
_in matters of religion, however well -intended, have
not anfwered their defign. Let us therefore ftand faft
in the liberty wherewith Chrift has made us free. When
the zealous, but narrow minJded, and aver farward dif-
ciples wanted to pluck up the tares, aurSaviour forbid
them, leaft they fhould do injury te the wheat, and
ordered that both fhould be fuffered to grow together
till the harveft, (Matthew xiii. 28. 30.) Can church
dividers with reafon expect the approbation of Chrift,
pr to be accounted the children of . God, whodifobey
his autharity, and contradi¢t his example? No: we are
» ' on
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“ on the contrary enjoined to mark thofe that caufe divi-
fions and to avoid them, for they that are fuck ferve not
the Lord Fefus Chrift but their own belyy; and by geed
words and fair [peeches deceive the bearts of the finple !
(Romans xvi. 17.) for all their pretences to fuperior
picty and orthodoxy, fuch as’ promote envying, firi'e
and divilions are carnal, -and walk as men; men déftitute
of the principles of true goodnefs, fuch as glory in-
their partics and factions, and fay they are of Paul or
of Apollos, are carnal, who is Paul and who is Apolios?:
(1 Corinthians iii. 3. 5.) ' '

!

Anp when fuch feperatifts not only (practically)
forbid thofe that caft out devils, becaufe they dont fol-
low them, dont incline to be of their party; but are

rieved that others:enjoy the liberty they themfelves

f» gcﬁre. and poflefs, and want to have the civil -fword

drawn againft them; when with the dif.iples they

would have fire to come from heaven to confume them,

| they greatly heighten their ¢rimfon impiety, by adding

murder to {chifm! but let them hear at their peril, the

command and reproof - of the great mafter of the

church on-this occafion ; 'Mark ix. 38. 39.). And Fobn

anfwered bim faying, we faw one cafting oxt devils in thy

name and be followeth not us, and we forbid bim because be

Solloweth not us ; but Fefus faid, forbid bim not ; for ¢ ere

¢ s no man that fball do a miracle in my name, that can

lightly f[peak evil of me; for be that is not againft us is on

our part. Sce alfo Luke ix. 52. 56." 4nd be fent meffen-

gers before bis face, and they emtered snto a village of the

Samaritans, to make ready for bim : and they aid not re-

! ceive bim becaufe bis face was as though b: would go to

Ferufalem s and when bis difciples, Fames and Fokn, faw

? this;. they [aidy, Lord wilt thou that we command fire to

come down from beaven and confume them, ever as Elias
did; byt be turned and rebuked them, and Jaid ye know 1ot

: : ’ what




[ 46 T

what manney of [pirit yé are ef, for the fow of man is not
come to defiray mens lives but to fave them, Biefled Jefus
how heuling and mercitul art thou! how different is
thy fpirit from the temper of meny who profefs a re-
lation to thee ! Lo

- Ir there be no defign of -propagating perfecuting
principles, why is the prefnt toleration of the ftate in
religious matters: complained of by forne fectarians ? a
toleration which.is agréeable to national churches, who
through mercy grow more and more moderate, and
divers among tnem, through increafe of light, abhor
perfecution in-évery form.” This mildnefs which is fo
agreeable to the temper of Chrift himfelf, and the ge-
nius of his religion, feperatifts with equal ignerance,
mjuftice and barbarity call lukewarmnefs in. the caufe
of God, as if zeal confifted in‘malice and fnurder, and
the kingdom of God had changed natures with: that of
the devil, who was a murderer from the beginmng,
and abode not in the trutht -~ - ’

Ir there be no defign of propegating perfecuting
principles, why is the forrh of covenanting by oath a-
dopted under the gofpel, in a time of religious liberty,
and urged upon focieties without the concurrence
‘the ftate; while in the mean time," the whole New
Teftament is-overlooked, and-the praQice ot the chrif-
tian church in the three. firft centuries paft in filence?

Is not an Antimonian or Moravian faith, or rather
finful prefumption, - confifting in a perfuafion of our
right to Chrift and his benefits before our. union to
him, as dangerous to the fouls of men, as the princi-
ples of bigotry and perfecution are prcjudicial to the
peace and union of the charch of Chrift, and to that ky-
alty and ;mh’tude WE OWE {0 Our gracious foveraghn, :hﬂd

: ' c
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the Britifb Jate, for our prefent important privileges ?
from fuch a pretended reformation, may the Lord deliver
us : my foul come.not into tbar fm'ct, mine bonour be thox
not wmcdl - -

Bur on the contmry, h¢w pkaﬁw is 1t for, drethres
20 dwell togesher i unity and peace! this is like the pre-
cious ointment on the bead of Aaron, -that.ran down to
the frirts of bis garmmt:, and diffufed around an aro-
matick fragrance | this is gentle, refréfhing and frui-
fying, as the dew of .Herman on the mountains of Zion,
where God commands the bleffing, even.life for evermore!
as 4nion among the members ot the watural body, is the
foundation of their fyimpathy with, and care tor each o-
‘ther, and likewife of their mutual nourifoment, growtb,
Sirength, comfort, beauty, and ufefuinefs; fo is the union
‘of Jove, peace, and extermal fellowbip, in the church of
Chrif ; by this it.is:a comfort to its:frierids and a ter-
‘rer-to its enemies : ‘in:this ficuation bow geodly are thy
“tents O Facob, and thy tabernaéles O Ifrael, wha is this
-2bat looks forth as the morning, fair.as the moon, clear as

<#be fun, and terrible.as an army with banners. But the
want of this, makes her the gnef of. her fnends, aqd_
“the. fcom of her foes'

Tae truth is, a ]ovmg and pacifick. tmper brcathcs

‘the very fpirit and genius of the religion ot Fefus, is the
-diftinguithing $adge of his difciples, and an eminent
‘Branch of that. bolinefs without which no. man fhall fee the
.Lord. This, this by its gentle violence, its attractive
“tharms, will do more to conquer the molt obftinare

prejudices, and.{pread vital goodnefs, than the higheft
flighcs of Pharifaical feverity.and unhallowed zeal about
gnat.c, mint, annis, and camin. The great things of
religion, the weightier matiers of the law, - wheremn we
are happxly agrccd fhould.-f{uffice to maintain mutual
refpect
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refpe@, . and be an enduring band of affe@ionr and
union among us. Secing thele lefler differences do *
not.exclude perfons. fram zbe love of our common Lord,
they fbouid mot from ours. Let us therefore receive. one
another as Chrift received us.  Whereto we have already
 attained, let us walk by the fame rule; let us mind the fame
thing, and if in any thing we be otherwife minded, God
Jball reveal even this unto you. - L

.- My reverend fathers and brethres, pérmit me to cxcite
.you to biefs God for the union we are at prefent favoured
‘with, as a religious fociety ; and to intreat you to endea-
- vour pro viriliy to keep itinthebondof peace, by the fincere
-and fteady ‘ufe of the means betore mentioned ; in this
~way we fhall a& becoming the charafier of the minifters
~ot the gofpel of peace, and may_expe our maftér’s 4lef-
- Jing, and to be acknowledged and rewarded, as the geri,uiné
- children ot the God of peace. God is mot thé aythor of
- con;ufion, but o - peace, in all the cburches of the [aints,and

to this be bath called 5. Let us theretore, whatever -
~others do, follow after the things that make for peace, and
~things wherewith we may edify one another. Let us feck
. peace, and enfure it. As peace cannot be obtained, where

it 1s loft, without much labour and pains; fo neither

can it be preferved without them. We are all, both in

reipect of knowledge and practice, impérfect creatures.
~We Jee but in part, and in many things offend all. We
_are encompaffed with many enemies and temptations,
- and converfe with fuch who areimperfet like ourfelves;
- and therefore without watchfulnefs, humility, candour,

charity, condefcenfion and forbearance, we can neither
“do good in fociety, or get good by it. The accufer of
“the brethren, is continually labouring to puff us up
' with pride as to ourfelves, -and leven us with prejudice a-
- gainft them, on accountoftheir infirmities and miftakes,
real or imaginary, that he may caufe new /fchifms, which

: - is
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s his mafter plot, to wound the Redeemer’s honour and
intereft. O what need then have we to be conftantly
upon our gucrd, to have our eye often upon out own
Jortsy and to ¢ry frequendly to God {6 to dire&t and
#ft us in the whole of our dury, that we may’nt be
futfered to give a wrong touch to his Ark, or decline i
pure and ferventpve to our brethien! ‘ - -

- ‘Bywr while we thew lenity and: forbearance to fach
as mifteke in finall and doubtful matrers, - let us in"'the

. mean timg beware that we detray not fondarioft 'and

tmportant principlesy for if {o, our peace will be a
tosifederaey upainft triith, or a deteffadle neutrality and
Tuke-warmnefs in the caufe of Ged. Let us therefore
maincain a- conflant  yeflimony, efpecially againft the”
cortupt ahd -dangerous tewets of the Socinians, Arians,
HArmenians and Antinomsans, by an inviolate adherénce’
ivo that excellent fyfem of divine truths contained in the
Wefiminfier confeffiom of faith and catbchifiny- which we
have &dopted as the confeflion of owur faith, and for
avhich we have feafon to blefs-God to-our lateft breath.
ft is awful and laméhtable to fee- the contrary extreams
thiatebtain in -our days, while fomé make not enly the
{mallelt points of trath, but-even doubtful fatts of pro-
phane-hiftory, terms of their communion ; othérs pre-
tend chat. to believe ‘the divine authority of the holy
fciiptures, and that Chrift is the fon of God and Su-
viour of the world, are fufficient to commiinion; while
they ‘in the ‘wmean time frenuoufly oppote the mo!l
important veritys, fach as the dofirine of the Trinity,
the Gedbead and jatisf (tion ot Chrift, criginal fin, jufii-
Sication by faith alone, through the. imputed rigihtecu/neos
of Chrift and regeneration, by the {fupernatural agency of
the holy fpirit. But what comfort ‘or benefit can be
expected in fuch a chass of confufion, which blends Pa-
pifts and Proteftanis, Sceinjans, Arians, Armenians
‘ ' and
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and Antimonians, &c, in one betrogenious body, in - ong
promifcugus croud, although they be diviced in
leptiment, even in regard to the objed? of worfbip,- and
foundations of bope. Is there any reafon to expe& thag-
the religion of Fefus will be propagated in its-purity and’
power, when jts grand peculiars are rejected, and pos
lifh’d Paganifm put in its place? No, furely. And is
it reafonable to expect that the church will be reformed
or edified by a prefumptuous. faith, together with ‘the
aforefaid fchifmatical narrownefs, in refpeét to the terms
- of comaunion, which much refembles that of the
Pharifees and Donatifis; a narrownefs which rejects
the far greater part of Chrift’s body myftical, confineg
his vifible kingdom to a #uz-fbell, and forbids eur join-
izg, even occafionally, with all that every where call on
the nasne of the Lord Fefus in fincerity, contrary to [crips
- ture,. reafon, the apobles creed, and our excellent ¢on-
Jeffien. ot faith, which fpeaks with equal beauty and
catholicifm on this head. Certainly that fcheme,
which unneceffarily divides the church, tends to deftroy
it. On this view of things, our zeal fhould awake s
~ but letit be dire&ted by knowledge, and tempered with
" bamility.  Let us be valiant for the truth; and'to thig
end, let us fpeak in love, and exercife mercy in connec-
tion with jidelity. Finally, bretbren, farewell. Be per-
{ety be of good tomforts be of cne mind; live in peage,
and the God of love and peace fball be with you. Amen.] -

i See the fubjetts of peace more largely handled in my Irenicum,



	Front Cover
	The Bleſſedneſ of Peace-MAKERs ...
	##, ºft gi? - i ...
	- ...
	[ 5 ...
	is 1 ...
	S E R M O N II. ...
	L 36 ...



