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Nor ev'n to Britain 15 our Care confin'd :

Lo ! fwarming d'er the new difcover’d World,
Gay Colonies extend
Of Britain’s Empire the Support and Strength.

Bebold ! Jlill more thefe bappy Seats to blefs,

The Mufes come, and touch the warbling Lyre,

In Shades that never beard thetr Voice before—

See ! the wild Indian, by their Mufic tam'd,

His favage Manncrs quits, and fren their Lore

Mild Wifdom learns, and Arts of polifb’'d Life !

Lo ! at my pow'rfull Word, bow fwzde around

Reforming SCIENCE /}reaa’s ber facred Light—

Till all America’s untutor'd Sons

Feel the teft Influence of my gentle Sway, .

By England’s Scepter guarded and fuftain’d. Tuompson’s Liberty.

L ONDON Reprinted: Anno 1754



A
GENERAL ACCOUNT
O F

‘The Rife and State of the College, {Fc.

O T HING has a more direct ‘Tendency to advance the Happinefs

and ‘Glory of a Community, than the founding of public Schools and -

Seminaries of Learning, for the Education of Youth, and adorning

their Minds with ufeful Knowledge and Virtue. Hereby the Rude
and Ignorant are civiliz’d and render'd humane ; Perfons, who would otherwife
be ufeles Members of Society, are qualified to fuftain with Honour, the Offices
they may be invefted with, for the public Service ; Reverence of the Deity, Fils-
.al-Piety, and Obedience to the Laws, are inculcated and promoted.

THE Sciences have no where flourith’d with more Succefs, than in our Mother=
Country. ‘'The Univerfities and Seminaries of Learning in England and Scotland,
are annually fending abroad into the Kingdom, Proficients in all Kinds of Litera-
ture ; Men of refin’'d Sentuments, folid Judgments, and noble Principles; who
{pread (if the Expreflion may be allowed) a Kind of literary Glory over the Bri-

.ifh Nation.

AME RIC A4 remain'd, during a leng Period, in the thickeft Darknefs of fg-
norance and Barbarifim, till Chriftianity, at the Introducion of the Eurgpeans, en-
lightened her Hemifphere with the falutary Beams of Life and Immortqlity. Sci~
ence, her conftant Attendant, foon rais’d her deprefs'd Head, and the 4r#s began
to flourith.  New-England firft felt her benign Influences, whofe Sons the infpired
with a generous Emulation of ere@ing Schools and Colleges, for the Inftruction of
their Youth, and inflilling into the tender Mind, the Principles of Piegy and
Learning. The South-weftward Colonies, except Virginia, continued a confidera-
ble Number of ¥ears, without any public Inflizutions for the Cultivation of the
Sciences. At length, feveral Gentlemen refiding in and near the Province of New-
Ferfey, who were Well-Withers to the Felicity of their Country, and real Friends
of Religion and Learning, having obferv’d the vaft Increafe of thofe Colonies, with
the Rudenefs, and Ignorance of their Inhabitants, for want of the neceffary Meang
of Improvement, firft projeéted the Scheme of a Collegiate Education in that
‘Province. ’ , '
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- THE immediate Motives to this generous Defign, were,-—tlie great Number of
Chriftian Societies then lately form'd in various Parts of the Country, where many
Thoufands of the Inhabitants, ardently defirous of the Adminiftration of religious
Ordinances, were entirely deftitute of the neceffary Means of Inftruction, and in-
capable of being relieved ;—the urgent Applications that were annually made by
thofe vacant Congregations to the Clergy in their collecive Bodies ; complaining -
in the moft moving Manner, of their unhappy Circumftances, in being depriv'd of
the ordinary Means of Salvation, and left to grope after Happinefs, elmoft in the
‘Obfcurity of Paganifim, tho' the Light of Rewvelation thone on their furroundin
Neighbours ;—the great Scarcity of Candidates for the Minifterial Funition, to
comply with thefe pious and chriftian Demands; the Colleges of New-England,
-educating hardly a competent Number for the Service of its own Churches. F—
Thefe Confiderations were the moft urgent Arguments for the immediate Profecu-
tion of the abovementioned Scheme of Education.

ACCORDINGLY, ‘in the Year 1747, a Petition was prefented to his Excellency
JonaTHAN BELcHER, Efq; Governor of that Province, (2 Gentleman, who has
long fignaliz’d himfelf, as a Patron of Religion and Learning,) praying his Majefty’s
Grant of ‘a Charter, for the Eftablithment of a publick Seminary of Literature in
New-Ferfey. His Excellency, with the Approbation of the Council and Attorney
General of the faid Province, was pleafed to comply with their Requeft; and or-
der'd a Charter to pafs the Seals, incorporating. fundry Gentlemen, to the N umber
of Twenty-three ;- by the Name of The Trujices of the Collcge of New- Jerfey ; and
appointing the Governor of New-Jerfey, for the Time being, who is his Ma JES-
TY’s Reprefentative; to act as their Prefident, when convened. This Charter pla-
ces the Society upon the moft carbolic Foundation : All Proteftants of every Deno-
mination, who are loyal Subjects to.our MmosT GrRACIOUS SOVEREIGN ; (the happy
-Effe@s of whofe mild and equal Adminiftration, the remoteft Colonies of the Bri-
z‘zﬁz Empire. fenfibly experience, and . gratefully ackgowlfedgc ;) are admitted to
the Enjoyment of all its Priviledges, and allowed the unlimited Exercife of their.

Religion. . R N o | '

Tz Truftees, thus authorized with ample Powers, for the- Execution of this
{ audable Dcﬁgn‘; in Conformity to the Plan of their Charter, applied themfelves
tvith the utmoft Deliberation, to form and ena¢t fuch Rules and Orders for the
Regulation of the Methods of Inftruction, and Condué of the Students, as might
tend to prevent the Entrance of Vice into the Society, -and the Introdu&ion .of L
dlenefs, Vanity, and extravagant Expences amongft.its Members. It would be re-
pugnaﬁt to the Defign of a general Narrative, as well as impertinent to the Rea-

~ der, to enter into a minute Detail of thefe feveral private Regalations. It will fuf-

fice to fay, that the two principal Objects the Truftees had in View, were Sci-
rxce and Rerigion.  Their firft Concern was, to cultivate the Minds of the Pu-
pils, in all thole Branahes of £rudition, which are generally taughtin the Univer-

~ fities

4+ Thisis attefted by the affociated Mini:lers of Befien, Neav-Eugland, in their.Recommendation of the Infant
College of Neww-Feriey : which the A ents tor the faid College, now in Lenden, have fhewn to tlfe,Revercnd
‘Geaticnen inthis City, that have recommended their Petiticn; and are ready to fhew to any Enquirer.
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fities abroad : And to perfect their Defign, their next Care was to re&ify the
Heart, by inculcating the great Precepts of Cl#ifiianity, in order to make them
gcod

Uron thefe Vxews this Society was feunded. Providence fo far fmil'd upon the
Undertal king, in the firft Inftance, as to point out a Gentleman, poﬁ'cfa d of eve-
ry requifite Endowment, to be placed at the Head of fuch an Academy. The
Reverend Mr. AaroN BurR, has been long known in thefe Parts of Anerica, for
his Piety, Affability, univerfal Acquaintance with the Ar¢s and Sciences, and his
«eafy, familiar Methods of Fuffruction. Under his immediate Tuition and Govern-
‘ment, this Society has flourithed far beyond the moft raifed and fanguine Expeta-
tions. 'The Number of Students has iricreafed, in the fhort Space of five Years,
. from Eight or Ten, toabout SixTY ; befides near ForTY in the Grammar-School.

As no human Inftitutions in a World of Imperfection and Error, are fo complete-
ly model'd, as to exclude the Poffibility -of farther Emendation’; it may be faids
without any Intention of Difparagement to other learned Seminaries, that the Go-
vernors of this College have endeavour'd to 1mprove, upon the commonly received
Plans of Education. They proceed not.fo much in the Method of a dogmatic
Inflitution, by prolix Difcourfes, on the different Branches of the Sczences, b_v bur-
«dening the Memory, and impofing heavy and difagreeable Tafks; as in the Secra-’
#ic Way of free Dialogue, between Teacher and Pupil, or between the Students
themfelves, under the Infpection.of their Tutors. In this Manner, the-Attention
is engaged, the Mind entertain’d, and the Scholar animated in the Purfuit of
Knowledge. Tn fine, the Arts and Sciences are convey'd into the Minds of Youth,
in a Method, the moft eafy, natural, and familiar. But as Religion ought to be
the Endof all Infltrution, and gives it the laft Degree of Perfection: As one of
the primary Views of this Foundation, was to educate young Gentlemen for the .
facred Office-of the Minifiry, and fit them for the Difcharge of fo noble an Employ-.
ament ; Divinity, the Miftrefs .of the Sciences, engages the peculiar Attention
of the Governors of this Society. Stated Times are fet apart for the Study of the
Holy Scriptures, ‘in the original Languages, and ftated Hours daily confecrated tothe
Service of Religion. The utmoft Care is taken to difcountenance Vice, and to en-
courage the Practice of .Virtue ; and a manly, rational, and chriftian Behaviour in
the Students.  Entbufiafm on the one Hand, and Propbanenefs on the other, are
_ equally guarded againft, and meet with the fevereft Checks.

"“Unper fuch Management, this Seminary, from the fmalleft Beginnings, quick-
Jy drew the.public Attention, enlarged the Number of her Pupils, raifed hcr Re-
putation ; and now, tho’ in hcl Infancy, almoft rivals her ancient Szfers upon the
‘Continent.

DaiLy Obfervation evinces, that in Proportion as Learning makes its Progrefs
“ina Country, it foftens the natural Roughnefs, eradicates the Prejudices, and tranf-
Jforms the Genius and Difpofition of its Inhabitants. Ne*w—j‘er:/?\, and the adja-

-cent



cent Provinces, already fecl the happy Effe@s of this ufeful Inftitation. A gene-
.ral Defire of Knowledge, fcems to be {fpreading among the People: Parents are
infpired with an Emulation of cultivating the Minds of their Offspring : Public Sta-

" tions are honourably fill'd by Gentlemen, who have received their Education here :
And from hence, many Chriftian Affemblies are furnith’d with Men of ditin guithed

Talents, for the Difcharge of the Pafloral Offce.

Tue Truftees acknowledge, with the utmoft Gratitude, the feveral Benefactions
that have been made to this Jnfant Socicty, by the Lovers of Piety and Learning.
But notwithftanding the Afiiftances obtained ; confidering the conftant annual
Maintenance of the Prefident and Tutors ;—the Expence that muft unavoidable at-
tend the Erection of an Edifice, with a requifitc Number of Apartments ;—the
building an Houfe for the Refidence of the Prefident ;—furnithing the Library :
which is at prefent very fmall ;—and procuring a proper Apparatus for philofsphical
Experiments —the State of their Treafury, is altogether inadequate to thofe charge-
able Demands. < Thefe Things, foabfolutely neceflary to the Well-being ofthe
Society, muft remain uneffeGted, untill Providenceis pleafed, to excite the Bene-
ficence of thofe, who wifh.the Profperity of Religion and Literature, in the un-
cultivated Parts of the World. The Members of the College, who are annually
growing more numerous, for want of a public Building for their Reccption, muft
ftruggle under the greateﬂ: Difficulties; in procuring Accommodations in private
Families ; and that too, in a difperfed Village, where their daily Attendance on the
- Collegiate Exercifes, is fubject to numberlefs Inconveniences.

Fromtheabove Reprefentation ofthe Ends for which this Corporation was found-
ed ; the happy Effe@s of its Inftitution; .and its prefent Neceffitous Circumftances ;
it is hoped, that the Pious and Benevolent in Great-Britain, into whofe Hands thefe
Papers may fall, will extend their generous 4745, in the Profecution and Completi-
on of fo excellent and ufeful a Defign. A Defign.! upon the Succefs of which, the
Iiappincis of Multitudes in fundry Colonies, and their numerous Poﬁ:c'rity, in the
prefent and future Ages far diftant, in a great Meafure depends. A Defign ¢
: which not only tends to promote the Weal of the Britifh Inhabitants, but alfe
of the German Emigrants ; and 4o {pread the Gofpel of Salvation among the be-
nighted Indian Tribes, and attach them to his Mia JE&TY ’s Government. A De.

fign !

+ “The Truftees have reccived about [1200 Sterling in America, the yearly Intereft of which they have
voted to be applied. to the Suppost of the Prefident and Tutors: But it is hardly fuflicient for that Purpofe;
.much lefs for the Increafe of their Number, which is neceffary even at prefent. The Inhabitants of Prince-
Town, where the College is to be ereted, have alfo given.in Land forever to the Value of £ 400 Sterling, for
the Seat of the College, and. to fupply it with Fire-Wood.

‘The Number of Scholars, inciuding thofe in the Grammar-School, is already near a Hunprep ; and there
is no fmall Profpe of their annual Increafe. They cannot therefore be accommodated in a Building of lefs
than forty Rooms, with a large Hall for public Exercifes, a Library-Room, .a Dwelling-Houfe for the Pre.
tident, and other converient Buildings: The Expence of all which, it is thought, will amount to above
£ 2000 Sterling, befides .the Charge of enlarging the Library, and furnithing-a Philofiphical #pparatus. And
as there are many in thofe Infant Colonies, who are not able to dcfray the Expences of a Collegiate Educa-
tion ; it is thercfore necsfiary to raife a confiderable Fuad for the Suppert of Youth of Genius and Piety, to
qualify them for the Service of the Churches these.
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fign ! which-is not calculated to promote the low Purpofes of a Party, * but in its
Views and Confequences affects the Profeflant Intereft in general, and Grear-
Britain in particular, both in Religious and Civil Refpets ; fince by this, the fii-

al Duty of her Defcendants will be inculcated, their Manners reformed, and her
Trade increafed ; which is the Bafis of her Empire, Glory and Felicity.

Tuk Inhabitants of the Infant Colonies, dependant upon this Seminary, unable
to relieve themfelves, are conftrained to folicit and implore the Affiftance of others.
And to whom fhall they look, but to their tender and powerful Parent? — To
move her Compaflion, they plead their Relation as Children, as Fellow-Subjes,
as Chriftian and Proteftant Brethren with her Sons that fill enjoy the, Advantages
of refiding in their native Country—They plead the deplorable Circumftances of
the Church; and the Exigences of the State, for Want of fuch an Inflitution brot
to Maturity—And they beg Leave modeftly to intimate their Importance to their
Mother-Country, as they cnlargc the Britifb Dominions upon a vaft Continent,
whither the induftrious Poor may tranfplant themfelves, and find a comfortable Sub-
fiftance ; as they are a Check upon the Growth of the French Power in America ;
engage the Indian Natives to the Brizifb Intereft; furnifh various Affiftances in
Time of War againft the common Enemy ; and carry on fundry Branches of
Trade, advantagious to Great-Britain; which will undoubtedly flourith more, in
Pioportion to their Improvements in the liberal Arts and Sciences ; for Hiftory
and Obfervation affure us, that Learning and Trade mutually promote each other.

NEexT to the Advancement of the Divine Honour, the nobleft Purfuit of Man,
furely nothing can aftord the human Mind a more pleafing Refle@ion, than the
being inftrumental in promoting the general Felicity of Mankind. Thefe impor-
tant Ends can by no Means be fo effeGually ferved, as by forming the rifing Gene-
ration to be ufeful Members of the Community ; and by diffufing the Light of
Chriftianity, among the Ignorant and uncivilized Nations of the Earth.

® The Truftees of the faid College have not made fuch Regulations as may burden the Confciences of any,

or confine the Advantages of the Inflitution to a Party ; nor did they defire fuch a Power ; asis evident from
the following Words of the Charter— ¢ The faid Petitioners have alfo exprefled their earneft Defire, < sbar ,
“ thofe of every religious Denomination may bave free and equal Liberty and Adwantages of Education in the faid Cor-
¢ LEGE; any different Sentiments in Religion notwwithflasding”’——Nor can the Truftees exercife fuch Power, in
Time coming, without counterafting, and of confequence forfeiting their Charter; the Words of which are
thefe —¢ The Truftees of the faid College are hereby empowered to make fuch Ordinances and Laws, as may
“ tend to the good Government of the faid College, not repugnant to the Laws and Statutes of our Realm
¢ of Great-Britain, or of this our Province of New-Jerfey; and mot excluding any Perfon of any religious Denomi-
¢ nation awhatfoever, from free and equal Liberty and Advantage of Edycation, ot from any of the Literties, Privi-
*¢ leges or Immunities of the faid College, an Acconnt of bis or their being q" @ religious Profeffion different from the faid
2 Truflees of the faid College.”——

POST.
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HE Truftees, upon Encouragement given by fome GeNnTLEMEN

in GREAT-BRiTAIN, have fent over the Revd. Mefls: GILBERT TEN-
NENT and SAMUEL DAvVIES as their Agents, who fince their Arrival, have receiv-
cd between 4 and 5 Hundred Pounds from about 80 Perfons in London—They
are now ready to lay their Credentials before fuch as defire Satisfaction ; and te
wait upon thofe who are difpofed to contribute towards this important Defign.
And as they intend to fet out for Scotland fome Time in April next, and to return
about Augift, in order to embarque for America; they have requefted and nomi-
nated the following Gentlemen ;

Dr. Benjamin Avery at Guy's Hofpital,

William Belchier E{q; in Lumbard-Street,

Mr. Fafper Mauduit in Lime-Street, i

Mr. Alexander Champion in Ayliffe-Street, Goodman's-Fields,

Mr. Adam Inderfon at the South-Sea Houfe,

M. ofeph Mico in Watling-Street,

Mt. Dennis De Berds in Artillery-Court,

And Mr. obn Ward oppofite to the Royal-Exchange, to receive fuch Benefac-
tions as may be made in their Abfence. ‘ '

_ Lonvon, Winchefler-Street, near
little Moor-Gate, March g. 1754.





