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's.. THESSALONTIANS, iw 13, 14,

But 1 would not bave you to be Ignorant Bretbren, concerning,
them awbich are aflecp, that ye forrow not, even as others awbic
baiie no kope. :

For if ave bekicve that {Yefus dicd, and arofe again, even fo '

them alfo wbich fleep in Jelus, awill God bring with bim.

ﬁﬂ@ W‘Z&HE Apoftle in thefe Verfes, labours
el S0\ to affwage and moderate the Sorrows of
g *G? 13 & Chriftians, on Occafion of the Depar-
DA ‘V':T:Y;‘T' oA AR\ ture of their pious Friends, Acquain-
?é; +4 ?" tances and Relations, by obferving to

T 3025 them, that their Death was but like a
@3@ ‘ -%{;’3 &) Slecp, from which they fhould be in due *

W5 s uyyxy Seafon awak’d ; and that to indulge an
%ﬂ.p @‘ * excefs of Grief on fuch Occafions, was
. Fia cJ—‘ but to imitate the gnreafonable prac-
MQQg%& tice of the Pagans, who had no Hope
T R of the Refurreftion of the Dead, and
a bleffed Immertality enfuing upan it. This RefurreQion the A-
poftle affures us, is 2 neceflary canfequent of the Refurre&tion of
CurisT, for if awe believe that JEsus dyed and rofe again, even
o them alfo which fleep “in gxsus, will God bring awith bim, i. e,
“"Thofe who die in a State of vital Union to CurisT, he will brin
their Souls with him in Tridmph to the Seat of Judgment, anﬁ
unite them to their Bodies rais’d from the Dead, that {o they
may enjoy confumate Bleffednefs. ™ T ‘

f roM the Words of our Text confider'd complexly, we may
colle® the following Propofition, which I think contains their
Subftance and Scope, viz. That the Confideration of the glorious Re=
Jurrettion of fuch as fleep in JEsus, may jufly check immoderate
. Sorroww for their Departure {ram us. . .

Is Difcourfing upon which, I would enquire,

1. Who thofe are who may be Jaid to Sleep in JESUS.
1L Reprefent the Properties of that Sorrow awbich is immoderate
an this Occafion. T L
" IIL. Offer fome Thoughts upon the Refurre®ion. of the juft, and
foew awhy the Confideration bereof, ought to give an allay to the
Jormer Sorrow. I return to the~ :
" L 'Propos’d, Which was to enquire, who thofe are that Sleep,
§- Jesus. Previous to which I would obferve, that Deark.1s
here compared to a Slecp, becaufe of the Analogy between them,
éfpecially -in the following Inftances, namely.

Az .. Wus



4 .- A Funerar SERMoON. ‘
"' Waen we Sles our Sen'es are bound u;, fo that we cannot be-. .

tofd\vhit is. done about’ us. And thus when we die, our Eyes

re thut, our Eye ftrings broken, fo that we cannot behold what
is .done under the Sun. . , W
- WHEN we fleep we are likewife unaffive and cannot carry on
the Bufinefs of Life.  And thus‘in, the ,Grawe. whither we alki
haflen, thereis no Work nor. Invention, and ‘therefore we fhould.
Work while the Day lafts.. . =~ ° | . e,
* FARTHER, Skep gives r¢ff to.the Pedy. * And does not Death
do fo likewife? jo4, fpeaking of .Death, fayeth, I fboild have,
Wien fill and  been quiet, 1 fhoubd have flipt, then had 1 been at.
refft.  Inthe Grave is a Reff from labour and travail, a” Ref from
trouble and opprefian, there the Wicked ceaft from Traubling, and.
2he Weary are at Riff, a reft from Sorrow and Suffering, no’
Sicknefs “or Uneafirefs ‘fhall atfli& us there, aad that which is;
fndeed the beft of afl, there is a re# from Sin and every Temp-.
tation to.it! T e e e .
~ AgaiN it may be obferved, that Sleep is not. perpetual, thofe
that *leep for a ‘while 'do awake ‘at 'laft. . And thus thofe that.’
flecp the. fleep .of Death, fhall awake and arife at the general
‘Judgment. - Hence the Grawe is called a B.d, by, the Royal Pro-.
phet: *  And hence the antient Fathers of the three firft Centuries.
after Curist, called the baurying Plare, a place of flecp. . Is it not,
wron this Account,” that Svlomon fayeth, | ‘that the righteous have
Hope in their” Dewrh ; there is Hope of their Refurredion and
happy “tate after Death, hope of fecing them at CurisT’s com-.
ing to judge the' World. . .- .- - YL e
© WE go toSlcp without ‘diftrefling “dread, nay fometimes we
earneftly deffre it.  And niay not pious Perfons chearfully refign.
themfclves ta the Empire of Death,” feeing the fing of it is
taken away, @iz, the guilt of Sin } And do not fome of them de-
fire to be difolved andto be awith Chrilt avhich is for better ?

. Now thofe that flecp in. Jesus, are fuch who have received
him by Faith, have Communion in his Love, and conformity to:
his Law. o Lot TR S ST i
¢ WHuiLE in a State of Nature we are feparated from Chrif,
and muft; in order to our vital union to him by Faith, be con-
vinced by the Word and Spirit of God, of our guilty, dangerous
and helplefs Cafe, “fo gs. to-be feriobfly affected with a.
view of it, andconftrained to fly to Ch»iff as our only Re-,
medy, and embrace himr'as our - Prophet, Prieft and King without

_referve : When this is Real and Sincere, we are united to Fefus in

a faving Way ; and, as a' natural confequent of this Union, Com«
munications of diviae Light,” Love and Life are vouchfated upon
us, which transform us into the Image of God more and more in
eur inward governing Difpofitions; and encline us habitually to;
endeavour Conformity thereto in Practice. Thofe that are in
.“ . R
% Ifaiah lvi. 2. 1 Proverbs xiv. 324 '
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brift are mew Creatures, have Fellowfhip with the Father, and
ith his' Son 7e¢fus Chréjf, and walk even as he waiked. )
» Here it may not be improper to ofter fome general Hints
concerning Deatk, which is doubtlefs a Diflolution of the Usxicm
sbecween the . oul and Eody, whereby tho’ the Soul-is not hin-
dred inits activity, yet the Body is hereby re.dred a paie and inc
atiive Carcufs ! If the “oul fometimes acts witnout the Afiitance

of the Body, while it is in a Srate of Union with it, as particular-.

dy in flecp ;' how much more may it actina State of Separation
from it. . .

, Tue facred Scriptures inform us, that Death came into the
World by Sin, and 1s the #sges of it, and to this Teftimony right
Reafon accords, for why fhould a Funithment be inflicted without
yefpet had to a previous Fault? . .

‘Tnat which gives Dewrh a very folemn Sound, is that it not
only concludes the Projets, Labours, and Exjoyments of Lif, but
likewife brings the“eaions and Means of Grace we erjoy to a final

. Period ; we are then call'd to an account for our Stewardfip, fir
awe may be no longer Stewards. When Mon’s Lreath gocth outy in th: ¢
w.ry, Day their. Thoughts perifp : All the Projeéts to fecure a future
temporal Good, which perhaps too much occupy’d and perplux’d
their anxidus . labouring : Mingds, are fuadenly bioken ard crufted
by the Foot of Death, and they of Confequence diiappomnted of

- their fond Expeciations | .. .

. AT Death our State of Trial expires, and we immediately enter
into an unchangeable and eternal State of ‘Rewards or Punifh-
ments ; the Comtort or Mifery of which, the ftrongeft Iinag nation
cannot fufficiently paint, the largeft Underftanding comprehend or
the moit eloquent 'Longue exprefs,. . -

. Axp w0’ the Time of our Death be known to and fixed by
the Almighty, who has appainted to Man, as a Hircling, his Deys,
and eftablithed his Bounds fo that he cannot pafs, yet tfrom us it
is for wife Reafpns kept fecret,. that. we may be thereby excited
to continual Preparation, feeing we know not. what a -Day may
bring forth, I proceed tothe .= - .« - :

. II. Propos’d, Which was to reprefent the Properties of immo-
derate Sorroay for the Death of others. .« ! .

. No doubt we fhould have a tender Senfe of the righteous Dif-

leafure of Gop in thofe aflitive bereavcments! Humble our-
~.Felwﬂ;s under his mighty Hand, and call upon him in-the Day of
our Trouble. The Religion of Curist being ratiopal, does.not
oblige us to be as Swocks or Stones, - infentibie under. Atihictions,
but on the contrary forbids it, Ay Son defpif: not the Chafiening of
the Lord,, 1,affiicted. them, faith the Almighty by the Prophet,
and they bave not grieved, yea, they r.f.[fed to receive Corredtion,
True Chriftianity does not deftroy the p:oper Ufe of the Paffiors,

" . but only regulates their Objeéts and Exercife, guides them inio.a

roper Chapnel, and keeps them within the bounds of Reafon a.d
f)ecenc_y; for Excefles are as hurtfui to us, as they acg dithonour-

able to Religion!

§

-
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Bor when may Sorrows for the deceafed, be faid to be immd-
derate ? I anfwer, wlien they incline us to murmur againft God’s
1 Providence,” whiclt is' always wife, righteous, and fovereign, the
Wheels whgreo_f are full of Byes, Jehouab is a Rock, his Ways are

~perfey, a God of Truth awd ayithowt ™ Iaiguity, juft and right is
-be ; there are many devifes in Man’s Heart, but the Council of the
:Lord that [bal] fand, and be avill do all bis Pleafure.
- Morzover Serrsav may be faid to be immoderate, when we
.are kercby difpofed to 4iffruft Gob’s Promitfes, Which are faith-
ful, and cannet, will not fail of a feafonable Accomplifhment,
when thro’ this Diffidence we are teady to faint by the Way,-
and fink under the Weight ‘of our Preflures, when we are there-
.by rendered unable to perform the Duties required of us, and
Jook upon the remaining Confolations of Gop as fmall and incon-
ﬁdeﬁbe! ¥ e :‘ ~‘ .",4" L S TR TR Y BN e S

Now as immoderate Grief contains in 'it, great Ingratitude
againft Goo’s Goodnefs, and Rebellion againft Eis Authority, fo -
- it cannot remové our Miferies, Put only make us moye unable ta
endure them. © .77 . " The vt T

III. Propes’d, Comes néxt to be confidered, which was to of-
fer fome Thoughts upon the R.furre&ion of the Faff, and
¢hew why the Confideration hereof fhould give an allay ‘to im-
.moderate Sorrow for their Departure from'ns2 ~ ° '

Ovur Lord himfelf exprefsly aflerts the Refurreion of the Dedd
* in thefe memorable Words, Marwvel not at this ; for the Hour is
coming, in the awhich all that are in the Grawves fhall bear bis
Voice, and fball come forth, they that have doneGood, urito the Refur-
~veftion of Life; and they that bave done Ewvil, unto the Refur-
redion of Damnation* It cannot be a fpiritual Refurreftion or
-Converfion that is here intended, for thelf the Meaning would be
.that 2 Number fhall be converted and born again in order te be
damned, which is both falfe and abfurd, and contrary to what
. Chrift has elfewhere declared! And therefore it is the Refurreion
of the Body that our Saviour aflerts, for there aie but thefe two
Kinds of Refurre&tion, wiz. of the Mird and of the Body. And
-hence Chriff promifes to raife up his People at the laft Day, who,
did before experience a fpiritual Refurreétion or Converfion,t and
-we are farther inform’d that Gop will favallew :g Death in
Vicoryf Itisbut reafonable and juft, that thofe Bodies which

" have been the Companions of the Soul in its Attions, fhould be
* therewith rewarded actording to them. :
Burt the Refurredion of Chrift from the Dead, is, methinks,
" an unanfwerable ' Argument of our Refurredtion; if it be con-
.fidered, that he arofe as a publick Perfon, as the Head of his -
-Chareh, and promifed that their Bodies fhould be made like to his
. glorious Body. The fir# Fruits are afureEvidence of a future Har-
wefl, of the fanme kind therewith : But aow #s' Chriff rifen fra;;:.
. : ' ’ : toe.

.... . 'l.m — . ‘-




.‘u‘aﬂjt thou. baft feen me, thou
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the Dead, faith the Apoltle, and become the firff Fraits of them:
that flept.* 'To imagine that this Refurre@tion of Chriff was
fpiritual, (fignifying his Converfion) is ridiculons and blafphemous !
For this would fuppofe that he was before dead in Sins and Tref-.
pafles, and it is contrary to the Teftimony of the Apoftles, wha
declare that they faw bim, convers’d, and eat with him. after hia
Refurredion; and faw bim after fome Time gfcending to Heaven 3.
to which the Declaration of Curist himfelf accords, whe when
his Difciples were terrified at his firft Appearance to them, after

' Igis Refurreition, imagining that they had feen a Spiriz, addrefled.

them in, this Language, Bebold my Hands and my Feet, that it is
Imy szvur, bandle me and fee me, for a Spirit hath not.Fleb
wnd Bones, asye fee me bavet .
_Tue lnftance of THoMas one would think is fufficient ta con<
vince even Infidelisy itfelf. When the qther Difciples informed: him,-
that they had feen the Lerd after his Refurredtion; he reply’d, ex-
cept 1 jball fee in. bis Hands, the Print of the Nails, and put my
Fingers. into the Print. of the Nails, and thruff my Hand into bis
Side, I wwill hot beli¢we. This peevith Infidelity fhew'd, that he
had but litsle Knowledge of Curicr’s Gedbead, and had given
little heed to the Promife our Lord had made, of his rifing again
on the third Day, after his Crucifixion. :

- To convince this Man of his Infdelity, eight D:{s afterwards,

Jssus in the Prefence of the Diiciples thus addreffed him, Thomas
seach bither thy Fingery and behold my Hands, and reach hither
thy Handy and thraft it into my Side, and be not_faithlefs .but be-
lieving. ‘Me ginu apifios. Da not become an Unbelicver to fig-
nify that the Denial of Cuk1st’s Refurredion, efpecially undec
the Advantage of the firongeft Evidences in favour of it, is an
hwful!Sign of the total Want of true Faith, or zeal Goodnefs apd
Piety.!

i. 1. ypen which Scripture Tertullian obferves, *-that the

€ fle’s -hearing and feeing, and handling of him, convinced thers
€ that the Body of Chrift was no Phastafm, (epfe auditus, et wi-
£ fus, et ne phantafma crederetur, etiam contreftatusy Textul. ads
L werfus prexeam.’) I fay Thomas having comply’d with the aford-
faid InjunQion was convine’d of his perilons Miflake, and thede-

_wpon immediately acknowledged Chrif to he the Lord his Gop,
-faying my Lord, anday God, ' -

Uron this Acknowlegement; z{‘h‘ obferved as follows; Fhamasy

believed ;s bleffed are they whs
bave wot feen; and yet bawe believed; as if Chriff had faid; thou
kaft been enduced by the Teflimony of thy Senfes, to. believe in
the reality of my Refurre&ion, thou doft well, in that thou hafk

- feen me, haft felt me, and fo beljeved ; but it is more noble ta

believe in_my RefirreSion. from. the Dead, without any. fuch ﬁfeﬁ:

21 Core xve a8 - fhukexxity . .

JHOMAS having. ¢omply’d with his Lord’s InjunQion; & Z'b“
POA

s
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fiblé Evidence; this, this, is the Way to true BLEssEDNEss ! See
Sobn xx, Chap. . ' :

"W the feaws alk'd 2 Sign of our Lord's divine Miffion and’

Auwiwnty, he referred them to -his R.furrettion, difiroy TH1s
TxMPLE, ans in three' Days awill 1 raife it up: This be fpake
of the Yemple of bis Body: IFken therefore he awas rifem from the.

Dead, bis Difaples .remembered that be bad fuid this unto. them,-

and they b.lieved the Scripture; (John ii. -18-:--22.) - And hence
we.may . learn; that to deny the Resurrection of the same.
Bopy of Curisty . which was laid in the SEpuitCHRE, . is to
pisserLIeve the SCRipPTURE; to. make CurisT 4 Farsg Pro-
PHET, to overthrow the Siga or ‘Evipence of his divine Mis~
ston, which he himfelf dire®ted them to, and confequently to.
ble, but.unavoidable Confequénce: I, .. . ... oo en L
. WELL then; - feeing the fame ‘oly which was laid in the Se-
pulchre, .with its. Flefh and.Bones,. was sdifed from -the Dead,,
then either the fame numerical Bodies -of “his People; - that-fleep in.
the duft fhall be raifed -(as to their Subftance) at the general Judge.,
ment, or his Promife of making them Lke his; ‘muft entirely fail.

sap the very FouNpATions. of CurisTianiTy. Very terri-

Now if -Chrift be preach’d that he rofe frim the Dead, how .fayp-

Jome among you that there. is no Refurre@ion of the Dead, but ifs
there-be no Refurreltion of the Dead, then is Chrift not rifen, “and if,
Chrift be not vifen, then is our preaching wain, and your Faith is,
alfo vains yed awe are found (faith the Apoftle) falfe. Witneffes,
of God, bicaufe we have tefiify’d of ‘God, that he reifed up Chrift,
avhom be ra‘fed not up, if Jo be that the Dead rife mt.* 5 «..vis
- From what bas. been faid, the great ftrefs which “the -Apoftle:
lays upon this :DocTriNe of CHrisTraNITy eafily appears s
Agreeable to which is what he elfewhere fpeaks ' of ~ Hymed
meous and Philetus, who, fays he, concerning the Truth bave erred;
JSaying; that the Refurreétion is paffed alréady, and overthrow. the
Faith of fome. + He likewife obferves, that their Word eat as.
doth a Canker ; their Docirine fpread like aGa»$reeu,; they vainly.
imagined that there fhould be o Refurrefion of the Body in timé
coming ; butthat what was intended by the Refurre&ion incripture,
was already pafs’d, either in the Refurrction of Gbriff, or in thé

fpiritual Change which is wrought -in the Hearts of .good Men in-

this Life by the Holy Ghoft. The ‘.orruption and Danger of.
which flefh pleafing Principle, the Apoftlé fets himfelf to oppofé
end reprefent. - R

‘Nor was this Notion peculiar to fome erroneous and heretical
Chriftians in the Apoftolick 'I'imes, No! It was the univerfal Opi=
nion of the Saduces and Pagens, taat there will be no Refurre&tiond

of the Dead. The former deny’d it, and the latter derided it..
. When the erroneous Suduces (Men of the fame ftamp with thé,

modern Deifis) wino fay that there is no Refurreéiion, endeavouredld
, , . aonp

® s Corxve - 1 £ Tim. ii. 17, :0(

~
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‘nonplus "our ‘Lo'kb"'j:\bn'cerninﬁ it, by-an impertinent  query,

“he atifwered, Ye do eri 'not knowing the Scriptures, ar the Power
& God, for.in_the Rifwrreftion they.: neither- marry nor are given in

arriage. (k) ‘The proud: Pggan Athenians, when they heard
Paul preach of .the Rijurrection of the Dead, they mock’d him, (/)
they look’d upon ‘the Opiniqn as abfurd ‘and .ridiculous ; and no
wonder, for in the Wifdors of God, the Werld by . Wifdom knews
not God. . The Do&rine of Chrifi’s. Crucifixion- and - Refurrefion,
was to the Feavs a fumbling block, andto the Greeks foolifbaucfs, but
10 thofe that beliewe it is the Wifdom of Gud,, and.the Power of God.

o METHINKS the Evangelifis Declaration, that.at the Crucifixion
:of _CH§IST, the Grawes avere .opened, and. many Bodies -of Saints
wwbich flept arofe, and came out of their Graves after bis Refur= -

rection, and awent - into: the holy -City, and. appear'd to. many, (m)

_#s no inconfiderable Proof .of the Resurrection of the Dzap,
for. hereby a plain Seecimew is given of it. .-

e I MrguT add, that if rhe.Body did (not arife, the Squl would
‘not be compleatly happy, becaufe of.its.deiire of Union therewith. ;
: 'THE Refurredtion is properly thie reviving or _raifing up a dead
Body, and re-uniting it to its own Souly ¢4y’ dead Men, faith
Prophet, Hall, live together, with my d.ad Body fball they arife,
@wake ayd fing ye that dwell in .the Luft, for thy dew is as the
dew of Herbs, and ,t‘be Earth fball caft cut ber Dead. (). . .
¢ THE Caufe of it, 15 the Almighty Power of God : And hence
%b'd to the «working 3/' bis mightp
Poaver, (o) .To the Exertion of which, the Sound of the lait
Trump,; and Voice- of the Arch-Angel, will be introduétory
Preludes, or Preparatory Signals !. .~ °, .. . ... . ..
i : The. Subjects of the Refurreition, are all that ever liv'd, and
have dyed, and have not yet rifen from the Dead, and all that -

“fhall exift to the End of Time, thofe.only excepted who fhall be
“found alive at the coming: of Chriff tojudge the World, aubo fbadl.

not flecp , the fleep of Death, but be changed in a. Moment, in the
tawinkling of an Eye, at the lafp Trump; for the Trumpet fball
Jownd and the D';alj f‘a’l/ be rais’d incorruptible. (p) Tbere fhall
be a Refurrefliop both of the Fuft and Unjuft ; the Dead, fmall and

- f)rmt, Soall fand bifore God ; the Sea foall give up its dead, and

eath and Hell pall give up their Dead. (g

Tue Time of thé Refurre@ion willbe the End of the World.

juﬁ before the general Judgment, ther, faith the Apottle, com-

eth the End, awben be fpall bawe delivered up the Kingdom to God,

even the Father, when be fpall-bawe put dowwn all Rule and all du-
shority and Powery----The laft Enemy fball ‘be then defiroyed, which
#&s Death: (1) ) J ; :
‘ ’ B o Y

“ (i) Mat. ixﬂ. (D AQs xvii. jz. (m) Mat. xxvii. 52, 534

n) Naiah xxvi 19. . {0) Ephel. xix 20. . (p) 1 Cur. Xv. §2, e
l}‘?\é}‘kxiv. gs-, Rev. x5 33, 13. (1) 3 Coro xv 24,26, .
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Power, Mercy and Jufticé, which will be hereby rendered emi-
“hently confpicuous. T .
. Tuz Differences of the Refurreion of the Yuft and Unjuft; will
be very great ; altho’ both fhall be raifed by the fame Poaver;
and judged by the fame Fudge, and made Immortal, yet theré
“will be a vaft difference’ in many refpedts, particularly &s to the
" Principle, End and Menner. - S
Tut Principle of the one, will be God’s Love and Promife;
“dnd the Meritof Chriff: Hence Chrift is called the Refurreftion;
not only as he is the efficient bat meritorious Caufe of it ; in con-
-fequence 6f which, he promifes to raife up his at the laft Day:
But the Refutrettion of the Wicked, flows from™ God's Juftice
and threatning. ' o _ o
Tue End will be alfd very different, which the Prophet. em«
phatically reprefents, and many that flecp in the duft of the Earth
tball awake, fome to everlafiing Life, and fome to fhame and ever-
bafiing contemipt. (5) | : B o
THue Manner will be likewife différent; for the Bodies of the
Saints will be fpiritual, in refpe of their Qualities : It is fown,
-fays the Apoftle; & matural Body, it is raifed a fpiritual Body, (t)
and therefore they will be nimble irf their Motions, and no Ob-
“ftruétion to the Soul in its Operations : In the mean time, you may

. obferve, that the Apoftle Points to the Sams I, both as natu-

“tal and fpiritual, fhewing that it is the véry fame numérical iden-
“tical Body, as to fubftance, Which was hid i the Grave; and’ fuf-

-fers fich a Change in Quality or Difpofition: : .

. Fartuer the Bodies of thofe thit Sleep in Fofur;, will be 7m-
mortal in Duration ; tor then mortality fball pat on immortality,” and
“borruption, tncirtuption, In refpedt of Posder, they will be S{rong,
it is fown in Weaknefs; it is rais’d in Power§ they fhall no
nore labour under Weaknefs, or be expofed to wearinefs, to fick-
-nefs or Pain.  The Inbabitant of the new Jerufdlem, foall not fay,
Iam fick, the People that dwell therein foall be forgives' theiy Ini-
quities: (u) All Tears fhall be wip'd away from their Eyes,
all Sorrow and Sighing fhalt fly for ever from their Hearts They
fhall not need Cloaths or'Food, being jpiritual ; or' Sleep or Mar-
viage, being immortal ; likeé the Angels of God in Heaven, as
our Saviour informs us, (w) Asto form, the Bodies' of thofe
that §/écp in Fefus, will ‘be beautiful and gloriois; it is fown i

*Difbonour, it is raifed in Glory. It will be Perfe& in Parts, and

~ adorn’d with the brighteft Splendors ; and fo made like the glorious

Body of Chrift, which at his Transfiguration fhone as the Sun,

“while his Raiment was white as the Right, (x) - L
BuT the Bodies of the Wicked, fhall be raifed in Difbowonry

and be wn abborring to all Flefs. () :

) e R !
© () Dan.xil 2. (¢) 1 Cor. xvy 44 - (). Mfa. xxxiiis 24’
(®)’ Mat, xxii. o (] Mac, xxviit, 3. 'm“x}u)ﬁ. e

‘

The End of the Refurreftion, is'undoubtedly the Gloty of God's
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"Tyat the fame Body, in Subflance, will be rais’d from the:
Deid, 12 §.(befides what has been already offered upon this
Head) from the exprefs Teftimony of Fo4, who declar'd, that tho®
Worms deftroy'd kbis: Bedy, yet im bis Flefb he fionld fee Ged (2 )
And .indeed if it. were not fo, but that another Body, different
in Subftgnce from the former, fhould be form’d in the End of Time
and united to the Soul, it would not be a Refurretion, but a new
Creation : For the Refurreftion is 2 flanding up again of the fame
Body that fell into the Duft of Death ; and hepce it is ¢ompared
tg.a Sleep, to fighify that it is the fame Body that dyes, that -a--
wakes at the Refurre@tion. Was it not; the .fame Body of Chriff
that' was crucify’d, that grofe from the Dead ¢ If not what thall
?ecomc of the credibility’ of thie Gofpel, which (in a great Mea-
fure) hangs upon this Fact? *+ ' ° -~~~ - '~ R
Is it not reafonable, that the fame Body that fin'd, fhould fuffer,
and not another that has not been acceflary thereto ? And is'it rot
equally ‘reafonable, that the Bodies of the Saints, which are Tem-
ples of the Holy Ghoft, and Members of €b#ifi, and have contribu-
ted theit Part in A&s of Devotion, Pertue and Charity, thould in
confequence hereof be glorified together with the Soul, in the Pre-
fence of God forever. = = . o T o
" Ir thofe thit are -akive. at the coming of Ghriff to Judgment -
fhall not die, but be c in a.moment, as was before'obferved, .
then the fame Body, in Subftance, that is now united to the Soul,:
is only altered orchanged as to.its Qualities, and goes o Heaven : -
If itis not feparated from the Soul, it goes with it to Heaven ;
but it is not feparated, fays the Apoftle (1 Cor. xv. 7.) Bebold 1 fheas’
Jou a Myficry, -ave foall not all Sleep, but ave foall all be changed. in
& Moment at the -ldft Trump. Now without Death (which is fre-
quently termp’d S/eep in Scripture) there can be no Separation of the
Soul from the Body, for the Nature of Death confifts therein :-
And if the prefént Body be not feparated, another newly created
cannot be united to the Soul, unlefs'it be fuppos'd to goto Hea-
ven with two Bodies of different Kinds, which is as abfurd as- it
is-unferiptural, © © - o
+WsgLi' if Tome have gone to Heaven wijth the fame Body in
Subflance, as was united to the Soul in this Life; witnefs Enoch,
Elias, and our Lorp FESUS; and many. thall do fo at the laft.
Judgment, as'the Apoftle-affures us in. the Seripture hefore quoted =
‘Fhen:why not all that are pious ? Is:there, any, mention in the in-’
fpired Writings, that fome.of: the. Saints, after the general Judg-
ment, fhall have one fort of Body, and others another } No !
But if there was, ‘'would it not contradiét that Promife, tbat our
wvile Bodies (without Exception) /ball be changed and fafbioned like.
amto the glorious Body of GHRIST ? ((Phil. 'in. z1,)
- THE Grave which is,a Prifon to the impenitent Sinner, isa Bed.
of Reff to a Saint of God, in’ w}iich it fleeps fesure till the gene-

+

c () Job. %% 26,
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r1al Refurre@tion. It is fhill wnited to Crri1éT  notwithfimding of;
its Separation from the.Soul,:and is kept by a-wakeful Providencef”
that none of it be miffing, and when the aAppomted: Time. comes, -
it fhall be brought with Hopour and Trivrsph . fromi its dweHings:
in . the Duft, and reunited to. its astient and-intimata Companion,:
that hoth may mutually:glorify. and.-enjoy. the bleffed Ged, ‘with- -
out Defe@t, Interruptian gre:Endaag o v oo o 0L
. Turse Confiderations,. fogether with: a. ‘view. of the:glorious
Stateof perfe&t and-perpetuat Freedont, from every .Sin and from..
every -Mifery, and the. everlafting.:Pofleffion ' of 'all 'Grod,  which:.
thofe that fleep in Jrsws: pafs into,. may reefonably: moderate-our;
Syrrowws for their :Depatture :from ~us ;. feeing, that. they . ase/ una-

v

fpeakably more happy,ithan. while they: fojourned with ys.in- this '

vale of. Tears ! They now behold, withdut .a:Glsfs, the adorable.
. Perfedtions of the divine :Nature, .the inimitable, the inexpreflible;
€harms of the divine Word and Works (of- Creation, -Redemption,
and Providence,). . which ‘hete they had: but; fmall.and _tranfient, .
yet fweet and delightful :Glimpfes. of 3. théy naw are perfefly con-
form’d to Gobo ini:Holinefs, _-aﬁd;,-%crfeﬂly.. -enjoy:- Jehovah’s.
Love, without Interruption; without:a Periad, or any Fears.of it ;,

this fills their Hearts with Ravithment;. this tuges-théir Tongues.for: '

wnceafing ‘Hofabna's; Yo.: Gop >andithe Loxa - thatsfits upon -the-
Throne. There no Siw,..no. Socraw, .no Temptatioh, fhall have ahy.:
Entrancé.! :O ‘blefled Place.! Who, wos!dinot:defire. to be diflalv!d, :
and to be with.: Jesus 2 Haw ther: can.we be ' exceflively.grieved:
for any that-have gone' from this miferable. World;: this. Place:.of{
Groaning and : Wearinefs thithér.? Seeing: that our Lofs is.their.
Gain, and we fhall fee,them. again, whem they awake oat.of! their-
Slecp 1n. the Morming ; of ‘the Refarrection, -cloth’d with the: fame.
Bodies as ta Subftance, - biut glorious. in, theirQualities, for +hems:
‘b“’ ﬂeﬂ? . ‘iESUSﬂu!IZGODbki . avith bim. - . 0
< BuT.it is. obje@ted; thap-the: Dodvine ‘of: the Refirre&ion. op-
pofes. Reafon. <1 anfwer; No, it doss net: For it is: not impofiible;
1p the Natuce of: Things ;. there is-no. Abfurdity. ar. Contradiétion.
init. Why may not.that Goo :who made all Things out of:No«.
thing, raife the'Dead obv of Sumething ¥ 'And.indeed the Almighty.
Powver. of. Gop, is-theiPrinciple whick Cbriff himfelf refolves the:.
efyrredtion.into,; as has. been before obferved. 11 .o g
; Nor is it diffeult for thit.Gad, .to whofe. Eye all Natare is en-.
tircly and. eternslly . opan,. whb- fees. were. every . Particle of his’
People’s Duft: is’ {cattered, 24d is: infinite in Serengrb, to -prevent
by his all-governing P ovidance, the Gommixtore of Bodies, fo that
every ‘oul fhall have: its own Budy, av: the:Advens of Jefus toi
judge.the Univerfee - ~ . . . I s
- BuT does not ‘the: Scripture inform us, that the Saints fhall be:
Jke'thei Angels;; even in regard of their Bodies 2 It.is true, but tl}gt
is not jn regard of the famenefs of - Mature, but.only as-to Simili--
tade or refemblarice of - Quakities; their Bodies will be like the
Angels, incorruptible, immortal, ‘bat not of the fame Nature or:
N CL . VL NaS s | /sﬂbl’m;
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Subfance with them,. pare Spirits; for that is net aflerted,: and,
. fndeed to affert it, implies a Contradiétion, fora Body and- 2. Spi=
¥it are of diffgremt Natures, fo that both camnot bethe fame;
thig our Lord confirme-by: thefe: Words before mentionedj, & Spired
hath not Flefy and Bowes, us-y¢ feeme bawe:. Bebold my Hands
and Faet, thatitis [Fmyfelf: bandle me'-and fee. R R
.- Now the Apofle, Fobn informs us; that he and the refti of the,
Apoftles obey’d this Precept, of their Mafter, #hat aubich awas
Jyom the 'Beginming, (in reipsct of his divine, Nature)" awbichs wer
“hawe heard, wwhich.we bswve. feen with our Eyes, whick e bavh
Jooked: on, faith he, and-our Hands bawe handled of the Word of
Life, .and bear awitnefs that. eternal-Life mvas. awith the Fathery
and was manifefled unto-us. (1. John i ¥, 3.) - The: Apofiles
handled or felt ‘the Body of Chriff, both hefore his Death,. and;
after his Refurre@ion.. {hee -Marz. xiv. i?,l;. ' Fohn xiii..23. . Luke
: iv. -4 4. obu«)gx.-' 27, 28, 2Q:) + v o ‘
yTo:ﬁeuaﬁefm’z‘ ‘Icﬁimu_;,zof the frue and faithfid Witmefsy
right Reafon adds its fufrage,: by infosming us, that a Bady is &
materiil Subfiance; which-may.Be feen and. feks; and has- the. Li»
menfions.of length, breadth, beight,:and. depth, » - TIPS
- Bu'r that a.8pirst is an .intelligent Being,. without Matter, and
confequently. without the Properties. of it ; & Being that can neitheri
be fiex or filt; a Being that has.no: Coliur-ar:Figure, no- Breadthy
Lengthsi&d.. He that contradils this, doés:not anly contradié: thel
Wifdom, of .the. Father, bwt fet: himfelf.in; Oppofition:to, thie, fsfh
Rrinciples ‘of Stience, as will as.to: Bxpersonte, and Common:Senfo.
¢ It 18 true the-Apaettle fays,: that it is Joxvn a mataral Body, it ia
raifed:a: fpiritual Bodyy.yes, but fill. he calls it & Body, and pointa
to.the fame. Body .that was foavw. or putinto. the Grave;: and
therefore muft intend Matter howlewer refind; or.elfe:he doed not{
fpeak good Senfe ; but the ldtrer is impiows.to imagine,_ and thete~
fore the former is true. . Jf the Apoftle-had-defign’d to acquaind us,,
that a_new. Spirit o5 &/, fhould be added. at the generel Judged
ment, to the one we have already ;. he wonld. have told us fo,-byk
afigning: to it, it’s properi Name of Spirst, and not jpiritual Bodyy,
or:-Body fpiritualiz’d. ¢ .- . - . , C
¢:I8. 2 Word, .that: fpiritual. Body, the Apoftle fpeaks: of; eithen
has Matter, or it has not. If;ithas not, theneither a meet Sewk
will ‘be then oreated, and! added to:this; and fo every onewilk
_have rawo Sbuls,” which iis: as.ridiculows as. it is:unfcriptaral! Or
éife the Subflance of the: prefent Bedy. will be turn’d inta. a . purer
8pirit, which'is more .abfurd,-if: poflible,. than the former! Be«
caufe in this. Cafe: it not.only follows, that: every one. will haver
two Souls, but that' in-order to. the Formation of oneof them,,
the Subftarice of. the: prefent: Bady muft be reduced to nothing,.
for while it retains the Nature of a Body,. it cannot be-a: Spirit 3:
aad..f: it.be reduced to Nothing, how: can it be faid torbe turn’d
into a Spirit ? Is.it not.ascontrary. to the divine #ifdom,  to.anhi-
l’mce any Part, of his Creation, a5 it is impofiible for his Powver,
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‘to ‘produce what is contradiGtory to Reafem,. and the Naturs of
Things? For that-would imply Weaknefs. - . - - g :
:“But if the aforefaid Body, has Masger, tho’ never fo much.re-
fin'd and fpiritualizd in its ' Qualitics, ig ‘not the Caufe in Effett
given up? Aund ib it:not.more agreeable.to Scripture attd Reafon,.

"to_conclude, that thit Matter’ will bg what was united to the

Soul before, “rather than Marter newly ‘created, feeing thore is no
miention (in. Scripture) of fuch a new. Creation of Bodies, or Mat4
ter- at the geneval Judgwmient, ‘nor 'is it .confiftept with the divine
Wifdom, 1o exert Aliighty Poaver; ini creating new Matter with-
out any Neceflity: - Not .to fay that i¢ is"hard to geconcile the
perpetcal Punithivent - of Bodids newly creatéd, ‘without any Faule
contrafted by thent to the common Maxims of Juitice and Equity,:
which all Mankind db ‘with . one Voice acknowledge. -~ ¢~ . #
»- Awp altho' finful. and cosruptible -Fle/b “and Blood ‘¢agnot .enter
into the Kingdom of GOD, yet finlefs and incorruptible canj
otherwife the Body of Chrift muft be excluded from a Place there,
‘whiclvis_ fhocking to imagine ! The. Apoftle in the latter Part oft
‘the Verfe refesred to, fhews that lie:means corrpptible Flefh and
Blood, by faying neither doth .Corriptioy inberit dncorruption. = *
- SurELy either fome, Charity thould be extended to, Fefus Chrift,
by thofe that profefs his Name, or elfe, it order.to be feif-con=
‘fiftent, they fhould lay afide that Profeffion altogethey, and open-
ly renounce all Claisr to him, or the grand Peculijrs of his Reli-
gion, and aflume to themfelves another Chara&er; forit is but
ht and candid, that Names and Things fhould .agrée.’ ‘If the véry
Body .of Chriff (as to Subftance) which -was laid .in the Sepulchre
did not go to Heaven, the ArostrEs are PALSE WITNEssks
CurisT himfelf:is. unworthy of our Crepit! and confequently
his RELI1GION OVERTHROWN ! S ‘ 4
- It is true the Apoftle fayeth, thou fowveft not that Body that fball.
&¢, but bare Grain it may chance of Wheat, or fome other. Grain,
ut God giveth it a Body as .it pleafeth bim, to every Seed its .oaws.
Body. . The true ieaning of which is no more, than. that God
iveth to-every Grain ar Kind of Seed,. fuch a Body .as is agreea-
le to his Wiil, and a different Body according to.the Nature of:
the Grain : Yet none can reafonably deny, but that it is the Seed
Jown which cometh: up, ‘tho’ with a-.different.Body in refpc& of
fome %;«alitie;: When it is.fown, itis bare grain, but when ‘it:a-
gain fifeth, it is nat bare Grain, without either  Stalk or Ear,
which ‘was the Body fown; yet every particular Grain has its.
particular Body, and the fame in Kind with itfelf, tho’ different.
i Qualities. ‘The Apoftle’s defign in thefe Similitudes,” is partly
to thew the Poffibility of a Refurrefion, by obferving, .that that
wobich .is foon is not quickmed except it die; and partly to fhew
the Manner of it, in the different Qualities and ~Condition of
Bodies after the Refurreition, to what they are at prefent ; they
are now myrial, but then they will be immortal, &¢,

-y
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Tux Improvement of , this Subjeft remains.: e

Suart the Bodies of thofe that Sleep in FESUS, be. raifed
from the Dead and glorify’d :. Then, methinks, the Confideration
hereof fhould conftrain us'to preferve them in Sanity and ‘Hao-
nour, not making the Members of Chrift the Members of @ Harlot,
but glorifying God in our Bodies and Spirits: which are God's 5 we
ﬂxouﬁi kéep. our Eyes from unchafte Glances, our Tongues from
Slander and evil S{)eaking, and our Hands from Bribes. ;

T e Doftrinal Propofition I have been' difcourfing upon,
weafily applies itfelf to the prefent Occafion, forafmuch as there

.3 Reafon to hope, from the deceafed Youths .foundnefs in Chrif-

tian Principles, acquaintance with experimental Religion, and
blamelefs ‘Converfation, that he flept in_Fefus, there is no Reafon
for his Relations indulging an-excefs of Grief, on Occafion of - his
Départure from them to a better World. They fhould rather
fpeak in the Language of E/i and Dewid, It is the Lord, let him
do what feemeth bim good. The Lord bas given, the Lord bas takes
aavay, blefed be the Name of the Lord. In the mean Time: they
fhould be hereby excited to prepare for their own Change, by
the earneft Ufe of all appointed Means.. When afli&tive bereave~
ments are confcientioufly improved, they become valuable Mer-
cies. Hear ye the Rod; and who hath appointed it, and behold Jeho-
vah’s. Name wrote upon it. Defpife not the chaftuing of the
Lord, nor faint avben ye are rebuked of him 3 for the' no chaftning
or the prefent feemeth joyous, but grievousi meverthelefs it yieldeth
‘the pz;aaélz Frauits of Righteoufnefs wnto them that are exercifed
Shereby. . . L e ‘
_Bur to addrefs the Audience more generally. Seeing that
thofe who Sleep in Fefus, are tranflated to fuch a blefled State,
we fhould enquire, whether we are in Chriff ? For furely none
but fuch who are in him in Life, can reafonably expe&t to Sleep
in him at Death. Have we received Cériff by Faith ? Have w?

- had Communion in his Love ? And are we conformed to his Law

Is Chriff ﬁrm'am tg: us? Do we live to his;Glory and upon his
o we love his People, and are we ‘concerned for his
Honour and Kingdom 7 Such as have experienced thefe Things,
ficed not be afraid of Death, for it willx%e but as a refrething
Sleep to them; & blefled in/et to a glorious Eternity. But fuch
#s are deflitute of the aforefaid Charafters, have great Reafon .
to be afraid of Death, becaufe of the dreadful Confequences of
jt to Chriftlefs Souls. Is it not a dreadful Thing to be forever
feparated from all the Sweets of Paradife, and to fall into the
ands of the living God? © o o
, Dozs Death put a final period to all our temporal Enjoy.
ments# Then fhould we not labour to be ,weanctf from them,
dnd fet our Affe&tions on the Things that are above?
. O Breruren! What Reafon have fuch dying Worms as we,
ho mutt be {o' foon reduced to Rosteaels and Putrefaction, anhci A
W
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who are liable to the firoke of Death every Montent; to Ix hum. . iy

’ble, 'watchful, and diligent'in fecking and ferving God ! :

Ture Inflance, of ‘Montalicy, cal]s:aloud ‘upon -us &li, X0 feek:
@ vital Union to s/as Clmﬂ, edily and vehemcndy, that fo
when God-Man  fends his Meflenger for us; Wwe may. fweetly.
Afleep-in him, and be at lak bronght in triumph with him.to the
ifenersl-Jndgement ;, To. this End we fhould cpnfefs and bewnl ouf
Oﬂ'ences, tarn from themn, and embrace the Mediator. |

- Bat in partitular; methinks, this Providence fhould : alam yawt
JPeupIe, 10 remember their Creator in the Days of thiir Youth, -
wwhbsle -#he evil Days. are far qﬁ*wboh !bqy ﬂall fuy tbg bafuc
10 lefure in them., .

-© hew amiable. is Rcl;gwn m*?’nﬂb' It u hke Bloﬂ'oms in
athe 8pring,. furely itis more likely:that you fhall find- Gon. in 2
way ‘of Mercy in .Youib, than aftetwards, -in cafe you -feek him
sheartily 5 for youi Hearts are, now more tender and receptive of;
ool Impreffions, and Geo generally ftrives more with fuch, -than.
others, [ lowe them that Jove me, and tkoje that feck .ine_sarip
$ball fimd me, faith the Ahmghty But if y& -give a deaf iEar o,
“Gop’s gracious Calls- by his Word and Providence, have ye not
“Reafor to fear that his Spirit wxll ceafe ﬂ,rlvmg with you, and
ﬂmty»ourﬂcm .will be judicially ,hardened ! = - - pery

‘SuriLy the earlier ye turn to God, ye:will have d\& dearer
FEvidence of your Sincerity, and the freater Opportunity of Ser-,

A *v:ccnhlencfs to Mankind in general, and to .your Relasions ix;-
grticular, whom the Example of your-early Religion may,
ave a ble(;e(:in Effedt, whxch may Gon grant, for Lams'rd

Bake, AMEN. o






