romEm R mANE L ASAMRIE L - v gpee TR NS AN
e % g S ﬁ?*‘f A i ST et R
. : L 3
’ 2 B * %

/é‘é’w "L

4‘3 - 4
0\!

A FUNERAL

SERM.

‘Occafion’d by the

DE AT

Of the ann REND

Mr. Jou~ ROWLAN D,
Who deparbed this LIFE,

APRIL the 1ath, 1745

| Preach’d at  Charles-Town, in qu/?er
| Coum’y, Apr:l the 14th 174.:;, |

g W“,w .

~"w~“< . .
. .

R By G.Irfn:n'r TINMN':*,A.‘MU D‘,M,‘ B

| B Prov.x. 7 7 be Memo h a  the juﬁ ublq[]ed ‘
but the Name of tbe chked Jball tot,

PHILADELPHIA
) Printed: by WirLiam BRADronb’ ‘ae
the szlc in Second-.s:mt, M Dccxw. .




The INTRODUCTION,

PHILIP I 21,

For o 1 me to Izw 15 Cbrg/i', and to de is Ggm.» |

IN the pfeccedmg Verfes the Apoftle

exprefles his affeCionate Regard to the
Church at Philigps, -and commends

them for their Piety and Sympathy '

with him in his Sufferings for Chrit: He
alfo fignifies his Confidence, that the blef-:

fed God who had beguna good Work in

them, would ‘perfe@ it and enable them
to pertevere to thc End "

1
!
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4 The Parts of the Text, |
* And in the midft of his Sufferings ‘and

Bonds, upon a religious Account, he cote |

forts himfelf and thofe to whom he di-
- re&ly wrote with this' Confideration, viz

That the fovereign Lord of all, had by

his. Power "and | Providénce” over-rull d

| thcm to the Furtherance of thc Gofpcl' "
- 4pd the-Good of others, and with the

~ Perfwafion that Almxght God would make

~ thofe Troubles terminate in the promot-

ing of ‘his qwp ‘Benefit and Salyation,
Of this Hope refpecting himfelf he gives
- a Reafon in the Words of our Text; For
2o me to live 'is Cbrz/i . And indeed this is
g very ; valid Reafon.. - Such as make: Chrift
Jefus thc Obje& of their Efteem and Re-

verenee, -their ‘Love and Obedience, may

on 3 fure Foungdation. thra! him expeft

yaluable-Benefits by: Affli¢tions ia Life, and

xmmenfe Gain at Death: For te w z‘o lz've
34 Chrift,. gnd to. die s Gain, ~ . -

. 'Thefe. Words-fet. liefore us two, 1mpor- |

, tam Perticulars, which. are to be the fub-

je& of. our prefent Meditations 3 5 namely, |
?’ the Charalter or Témper of 3 Believer in

l.ittf&, and his Comjort or Benefit confequent
, | thereupon




- What preaching exalts C’brgﬂ Y
thereupon at Death - The former is Chrifp
and the latter is Gain; To me to liwe 15
- Cbrift, and to de ts Gain, Obferve, my
Brethren, that ag thefe Words do undoubt.
edly refpe@ Believers in general, fo they
have a Reference to faithfyl Minifters in
gxrtigu]ar,' ‘who have not only the pioys
Difpofitions that are common o all Be.
lievers, but are' under fpecial O,bliga,tion's, B
by Offce, to exalt Chrift in their Miniftra!
tions’; and this is done by directing them
all to him s fo many Lines to their propes
Center, = "0 A
" We do’ then truly exalt Jefus Chrit:
when we inftru@ Sinners of their Need oé
~him,and of thejr Undonnefs and Helplefsnefs
Wwithout him, g5 we|l as of fheir Unworthjs
nefs of Mercy thro' him, L
- And feeing’that Mankind are by Nature
n a deep Security, infenfible both of Sin
and Danger, in which Cafe they ase not
likely to feek Reliet with due Earnefinefs,
without which * there js no Probability of
obtaining it; Fur the Kingdem of Heaven
Jufiers Violence, and the Hiolens take it by
Force,  And feeing that the Law of God
is




X What preacking exalts Chrift,
is a mean appointed by him of bringing
Sinners to the Knowledge of Sin, it is
therefore the Duty and Pracice of faithful
Minifters to endeavour to alarm a fecure
- World,by openingtheMeaning,and denounce
ing the Threats of the Law againft the Impe.
nitent, that fo they may be ftorm’d out of
their falfe Refuges, and compell’d to fly
to Jefus for Protection, We do alfo exalt
the Dear Redeemer by our Miniftry, when
we {uitably direct the convinc’d to him. as
the only Santuary that can protect them
from the Storms of divine Vengeance;
when we. open before thern, thro’ the Gof-
pel, his Authority, Ability and Willingnefs
to fave all. thole that come to him in
a way of Faith for Shelter ; when we
Jabour to unfold the Beauties of his Per-
fon, Offices and Relations; the Depths of
his Sufferings, the Perfection of his Obe-
"dience, the Compleatnefs of his Satisfacti-
on, the Riches of his Purchafe, the Per-
petuity and Prevalency of his Interceffion,
the Excellency of his Dorines, and Equi-
~ty of his Laws; as well as.the uncealing
, | Neceflity

/




_ What preaching Chrift is not,  »
Neceffity of our belicving the former, and
obeying ‘the latter. -
But on the other Hand Chrift is not
exalted, ‘but dithonour’d and the Intereft
of his ngdom betray’d,  while any that
affume the Chara@er of his Ambaffadors
negle to inculcate the Moral Law, and
daub their Hearers with untempered Mor-
tar; fuch do flay the chkcd by promzjing
étbem Life, |
To preach Chrift, my Brethren , is-not
‘to amufe the lgnorant, with a frequent
and confus’d mentioning of his Name,
" Blood and Wounds 3 for this Method ferves
only to delude the Weak and Injud:cmus' |
to their Deftriction; their Paffions are
mov'd and they don’t know for what;
~and yet for this they reckon themfclves;
Religious, and fo compafs them felves about
~ with Sparks of theirown kindling. Mova
ings of the Affetions without the Judgmcnt
arc not worth a Ruths They are abfurd
and nonfenfical, unworthy of a reafonablc
Creature! -
 A+d therefore the true and fatthﬁﬁ 1
P:eachcrs of Chrift, begm fir} with the

Undet-




8 Hw Gbﬂﬂ Is the believers Life,
‘Underftandings of Men by Inftruétion, and
afterwards with their Wills and Affections.
Having offer’d a few Hints of the Charac-
ter the Text contains, as it refpects faithful
Minifters in partrcular, I proceed to fpeak
of it as it refpeéts Believers in gcncral_
together with themv,
~ For to me to e is Cbrg/}i i e. Chrift
is the Principal, the End, the Support,
“and Comfort of my Life,
- ¢ Chrift is the Prmapal anid Source of
“ my Llfe, (my (piritnal Life} he purs
¢ chas'd it by his Blood and ‘communicat-
« ed it by his prrlt and maintains it by
“_his Inﬂuence I live: yet not I, T have
“ not purchas'd this good Prmcxple by my
- ¢ Merit, nor do 1 preferve it by myPower.
¢ Jefus Chrift'is the Head and Fountain
 of Influence, from him I derive my
4¢ Life , as the Branch does Sap from. the
“ Tree.
"« Chrift is the End and Scope of my
. € Life; I live not to my felf but to him
¢ thatd ed for me. Idire@ all' my Ac-
4 tions, Natural Civil and Religious to
- hxs Gloxy ; thc chief . View, I have n]}
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How Chriff 1s the Believers Life. ¢
all of them, is that he may be honour’d
and his Pralic proclaim’d. I make e-
very Thing that concerns me, ftoop to
his Honour and Intereft: I chxcﬂy lay
out my felf for him, fo that wwbcther I
live, I live unto the Lord 5 or <obether I
die, Idie unto the Lord 5 wehethc, there
fore I lzfve or die, [ am the Lords.
CHRIST is the "zzppo;t of my Life,
I live by leaning on the dear Redeemer,
he is the chicf corner Stone, elec? ﬁ

cious, the GoldenFoundation upon which
I build the Fabrick of my Hopes of
Happmcfs. . He is the Rock of Ages on
which Ireft my weary Soul, T am ena-
bled by leaning on this beloved and
Almnghty Saviour, to comeé out of the
Wildernefs of thxs World, and enter in-
to the celeftial Caraan. By refting on
his prophetical Office, under a Senfe of
my Ignorance I deriveLight to guide me
in my Way to, Glory: By reﬁnm, on
his Kingly Office under a Senfe of my
Wcaknefs I derive Strength that makes
me vn&onous at Times over mine

*“ Enemies, fo that my Feet are as the Feet

“ of
B



1o How Chrif s the Beliewrs Lifes
«

< of Hinds, and a Bow of Steel is broken

« by mz’ne Arms @ By reﬁing on jhis Pfleﬁ-
« ly Office ddi'y, under a Senfe of ‘my
‘& Guilt, I derive Pardon snd Peace ; be-
' caufe my redeemer. lives I live alfo, my
& Lifeis bid with bim in God ; he it Is
« that Supports it by his Power, quickens
% jt by his Spirit, and ftrengthens it by his
& Y.ove, fothat the Life I live in the Flefh, |
< is by the Faith of the Son of God, who
« foved me and gave bimfelf for me. |
~WCHRIST is the Comfort of my Life, |
"« we are the Circumcifion who. worfhip |
« God in the Spitit, and have 1o Confi- |
« dehce in ‘the “Fleth, and -rej‘oyce‘ m
t Cyrist Jesus ; His Offices are unfail-
¢ ing Springs of Sweetnefs, -and his Pro-
“ ifes golden Conduits, thro’ which are
* conveyed Streams that Water the Gar-
¢« denof God” .}
“Whatever Caufe of Sorrow. the People |
of ‘God have on Account of their inward
Corruption and outward Mif-conduét, they
have always caufe of Gladnefs in Chrift ;
for they are compleat in him, he is to them
Wifdom, Righteoufnsfs, Sanétification and
L Redemption:




- How Chrift 55 the Belicvers Life, F I

Redemption : and therefore tho' the Fig-
tree da not Bloffom, and there be no Fruit in
the Vine, they have Reafon to Rejoyce
in the God of their Salvation ; amidft all
 the fhifting Scenes of Time, here is an une

fhakenFoundation ; amidft the failingBrooks

of Creature Comforts, here is a livingSpring

whafeWaters canpot be gxhanfted amidft
the Deathy' of Friends and - dear Relations,
‘here is-the Alpha and Omega the Refurs
 Tometoliveds Chrift: .. Tt isthe Dee
“light of my Life to meditate upon him
- “.inall the Extent of his Revelation ; my.

- “ Thoughts-of his Perfon, Offices] Relati-

~ * ons, Dotrines, Precepts; P romifes, Obes
- dience, Sufferings, Purchafe, and Exaltas :

- ¢ tion to the HighetGlory are Sweet, . -

L 50 hbWt.,l;anfccndantggund,cfcr'v’d',xuggiv |
* val'd, invasiable, and inexpreflible are !
 the Charms of his Perfon? My beloved |
15 the cbicfeft among Ten Thoufand m--=
#.0 the unfearchable Riches of his dieing 1
*“ Love tg his Enemies; which pafles |

erd

“ Knowledge, and fwallows up all Exe
“preon) . ¢
e ote

B 2
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12 How Chriff is the Believers Life.

“ O tne Immenfenefs of the Purchafe
of his Blood and Obedience! which is
no lefs than an’ Eternity of Bleflednefs.
“ It is alfo the Delight of my Life to
Love and enjoy Fellowfhip thh the dear
Redeemer. O this is as Marrow and
Fatnefs to the Hungry, Réft to the
’Wcary Light to the B md Legs to the

Lame, and ‘Life to the Dcad "His lov-
mg- Kinnels 35 ‘better than Life, and
,'_tbt‘ refore myLips /ball Pm’ fe bim. ‘

o me to ltve’ iy Chrift "« It is the

({3
® L yown thould flour 1ih that his Honour
“”
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‘thet Defire of "my foc that Chrlf’c $

(hould be advinc'd ; his Kingdom en-

larg’d and cﬁabhfhd “O that it may
extend to the utmoft Lxmlts of tthlobe

may the Rod "of God’s Strength comc
ot of 'Zion, and the Number of fincere

-« Converts be as the Morning Dew ; may
- ¢ that Bicfled 'and “Aliighty' Jcius, who

- “has that honiourable  Name written “on

% his' Vefture, “the ng "of Kings ‘and.
Lord ot Lords, ridé in~ the Chariot ' “of

' his Golpel ‘conquering ‘and " to conquer.

-8 It I8, thc chlct borro'w of m Life

“ that
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How Chrift is the Belze‘ver: Life, 1%
that Sinners violate the dear Redeemers
Laws, are deaf to the Thunders of his
Word and Charms of his Grace, and
will not lay down their rebellious Arms
and fly under the Wing of his Standard
for Protection For this Rivers of Wa-
ters ryn . down miie Eyes, and my boal
Weeps in Jecret Places.

“ It 1s thp Chief Contrivance of myLz/e

4 how to rcndcr illuitrioys “the venera-

ble Honours of Imanuel, and’ promote
the dear ‘and valyable Interefts ‘of his
Kingdom, Come Lord “ejus come quickly
and’ fpread the Savour of thy Name
thro’ “all the Earth,-.—-

“ Tt is the chief Bufinefs and Labour of

" my Lite to promote the Intereftsof Je-

tus his Kingdom, 'for Ferufalem's fake |
I will not  bold my Peace, and for' Zions

¢ Jake 1 will not be Jilent, zmtzl the' Righ.

teoufnefs tbrreq/ go forth as Brrgbmeﬁ
and” the Salvation t/:ereqf as a amp

“'In 2 Word, Chnﬁ Jefus is thc Life of

* my Life, and my All in AlL”

Havmg fpoken of the firft Particular -
contain’d




14 . ‘I' be Natﬂre of Deatbh.:
contam’d in_our Text, namely. thc Cha?
raéter of a Believer in Lite, I proceed
now to the i

2d.. Whmh is his Gam at Death and
”to die is Gain + In order to explain this,
it will be ncceﬁ'ary to. premife fome Coufi-
derations concerniug Death, betore I {peak

dlre&ly of the Gam that ¢ a Bchcver has at |

lt

To thls End it may be obf¢rv’d that |

| Death is the Diffolution of the Union be-

tween the Soul and Body, upon which the |

Animal Life dcpends tho’ it does not
deftroy the Soul, yet it brings to .deplora-
ble Rum all that is vifible of the Compound
Man ! As weare not able to defcribe the
Natyre of that furprizing Union betwixt
the Sou] and Body, fo by Confcquence we
cannot . reprefent the Manner of its Diffo-
lution ;. yet we are fure there is*a Union
between them while Life lafts, by their
mutual Sympathy in each other& focrxcs'
And this we may fay of the Diffolution
in Geperal, that it brings with it a fad Re-
tmue of diftrefling Dxfeafes whxch offer

onlencc

H
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- venant of Works, viz, THE TReE oF Lire,

R T

Shipwrecklisn
It is likewife obfervable refpecting Death,

§

that it 1§ the peral Fruit of 8in, Morta=

lity was not the Originial Conftitution. of
the human' “Nature; otherwife it would ‘not
have been threatned a5 a Punifhment ‘for
the Violation * of - the firft’ Covenant ; "4y
Sin_came Death, ' fays the” Apoftle, Tad

i

not Man_ fin'd "he " ‘Would" never ~have

tatted of Desth : Altho" Ire ‘was not madé
abfolutely “imimortal, yet there was™ no
dire& Tendency in his Bodily Frame 'fo g
Diffolution, “inafmuch as it poflefs’d an
exact Temperature of the Humours :- And
a5 to any remdte Tendency” to Corru ption,
which may be fiid to be in the Human
Body originally, becaufe ‘it was compos'd of j
material Particles ; any hurtful Influence |

thereof, and of Accidents from wiihotlt,;

to make with him : This was reprefented

by that Sacramental Symbol of the Co.
It




16 The Confequencies of- Death, N
- It puts an awful Solemnity upon Death, 3§
'my Brethren, when we g’bgﬂﬁdéf that it (8
brings to a final Period all our wordly ¥
Proje@s and Bufinefs. Suetomus temarks §
of ulius Czfar, that after he affumed the¢ J
imperial Dignity; he had great Defigns in §

View about adorning Rome, the Chiet &

Seat of the Empire, reducing the Com- [

paf of the Laws, and making an Abftract §
- of the Works of thé moft learned Greeks |

L]

and  Romans : But fayeth ilc,“ szle be |
s dvifing and atonpting thee Thigs, |
% Death prevenied bim.” * What is {po- §
ken by the Plalinift of Princes; is appli §
cable to all others, yea to thofe of the §
meaneft Order ; that when their Breath §
goeth out, in that pery Day z"'{be.z‘fi‘, Thoughts H
peri/b.  While Men aré Big with Schemes §
and Proje@s to adyance 'their Honours, §

Ay

and enlarge their Eitates, or gratify their (8
fenfual Appetites, Death ftiddgcrnly breaks
all their Meafures, and renders their la- §
bour’d Defigns and ExpeQations aibortiw:.ci
| | ~ Ana §

*  Julia, Agtmiem, € toeditantem muri prevesid,




. The Confequences of Death, 17 ]

And s Death puts a Period to our

worldly Projects and Bufines, fo it termi- |

|

- nates our worldly Condition, - whether prof-
perous o affliGted : K hurries Pringes, from
the Pémp of a Throne, to. the Obfcurity
of the Grave: It ftrips Men of all the
Honours of State and Biftin¢tion, and
levels the wife, the learned, the great, the

rich, the honourable, with common and

ighoble Duft: This .on the one hand, ter-
thinates all wotldly Gain and Pleafure, and
on the; othér, it brings cur painful Labours

- and Sufferings to an End.” The Grave is.

- a happy Difcharge’ from' the' Hu: dfhips 6f
- 6ur Chriftian Warfare ; There 2the weary
bre at refly and the Wicked ceafe from troud-
ling. . There the . Prifoners reft together,

aud_bedr not the Voice of the Oppreffor.

- But that which efpecially” deferves our |
moft earneft Attentiort is this; that Death |
-~ puts 2 Period to all the Seafons and Meaps |
of Grace we enjoy, as well as to our, Op- -
portumsties of Work and Service in order o

.

our comfortable Account. We have now
~ thro’ the: Riches of  divine Goodnefs and

Forbearance,’ valuable religious Priviledges,
T T but |

g

]




a8 The bonﬁ'qumces of Death.
but Death will foon bereave us of them all;
this will put our Inftrutors to perpetual |
Silence, dnd clofe -our Eyes from behold-
ing of them, and thut our Ears from hear-
-ing their Entreaties and Propofals, O
therefore, while ye have the Light walk
an it ; We bejeech you Brethren, that
‘ye awou'd not recesve the Grace of God in
watn. Bebold now is the acceptable Time, |
bebold mow is the Day of Salvation. Oit |-
is affe@ing to think, that Death concludes |
this State of Probation, and brings us to |
‘reap the Fruits of what we have fown! }
When this Night approaches we can work §
no more ; Death brings us that awful §
- Meflage, Give an Account of thy Steward- |
fhip, for thow mayeft be no longer Steward. §
There is no Work or Invention in the Grave |§
- avbether we are bafining. |
By Death our diflodged Souisare brought i
to live in a State of Separation from our i
Bodics ; Wben the Duft returnsto the Earth §
as it was; our Spirits return to God that @
~gave them : They become unembodied !
Spirits, and enter upon a new Scene of §
Life, in-which they need -not the grofsl§




The Con/'equenca: of Dmtb 19
Organs of Senfe and Motion, and being
freed from the Incumbrance of Matter,
they are doubtlefs quickned in their Powers
to greater Vigour and Aivity., By Death
we pafs the narrow current of Time, and
launch the vaft undifcover’d and untry’d
Ocean of Eternity, from which there is
no returning : We leave thefe clayie Cot-
tages, and this comparatxvely little Globe
of Earth on which we now fojourn, to take
our fina] Flight into xmmcnfe and im-
meafurable Reg:ons, over which that great
Lord prefides who has ;hc Keys of Hell
and Death.

By Death we enter mto a State of  final
Retribution ; our Probation expires, and a
State of Rewards and Punifhments agreea-
ble to the different Conrfes of Mens A&ti-
ons commences, While fome enjoy the
{weeteft Plcafure, others are rack’d with
the accuteft Pain! Death unalterably fixes
our final State, for as rbe Tree jall: Jo it
lies; there is no Change to be expe@ed
in the Condition for ever. O how awful
and affeCting is the Thought!

As to the Certainty of Death, it’s not

Cz2 ~ needful




20 ‘1 be Certasnt “of Death.
needful that I fhoulay

feeblenefs ‘of our prefent Frame, the Ap-

poiniment of God, and the ‘repeated In- |

flancés of Mortality' which we behold,

teach us this awful' Truth. ' The Empiré

i ]

of Death over Mankind is  univerfal, 4 few §
Ihftances evcepted,” which were ordered
to confirm out Faith in 4 bleffed Immor- @
tality, " Tho” many flatter themfelves with it
the Hopes of 4 long Life, yet none are fo i
vain' as to’ expe&t dn Exemption from Jt
Death ; Ousr Fathers where are they ? . And it
the Prophets do they live for éver ¢° How @i

foon muft we be gathered to them, and

entoll’d among the Dead? "There is no Jfg
- Difchdrge in this"'War, no Shield ‘that can §i

icreen us from the fatal Dart of this final
and forimidable Foe : ¢ When this grim

« Purfuivant has receiv’d his Commiffion, |

« the Perfons of the greateft are no longer

S

"

« from his Arreft ; the Gods of the Earth
« muft die 'like Mén, and cannot” fecure

« themfelves by their firongeft Guards.”|

A Heétﬁgﬂ‘ could fay, ;hét Dcath Prikes

inviolable: Their pompous Titles and §
formidable ‘Power,” are’ no Protection §

with

{peak 'much, ‘the I

*

& o
s -




The Uncertamty of the ‘Ime tous, 21

wath an impartial Hand at the Cottages of
Pcafmts and Courts of Princes, #

“But' tho' the Time of Death be ﬁx’d

J

by the Dccrec of Heaven, which Mankind :

cannot ‘pafs one Moment, by all the Af:"

fiftance of the moft curxous an co&ly Cem- =

poﬁnons that human Art can form ; for
our Days are appomtcd by the grcat Bo-:
“vereign of the ‘Univerfe, as the Days of R
erchng, yet to us the Ttmc of our Death '
i$ unknown and uncértain, and therefore’ |
this Meflengér ‘may’ arreft us while we

little dream of fo awful an Event; W

know not what a Day may 6rmg farth and

 therefore liave nead to be always prepar'd”

for our graud Rcmove, an! to go with our-

- Lotns girt, and our Lamps ! urmﬂg? Wil

img for the Coming of the ble ged Irzdegroam.
Death comes

And indeed at thc longe
foon for what is the comimon Standard of
Human Life, namely, threefcore  Years
and ten, ‘when compar’d with Etetnity,’
or with the Agc of the prmmvc Patl urcbs?

* Mm g0 Pmal dc y’ crm dkm: e
turni, Horz ‘ P‘ , ; u} ? | ‘m’

g




22 The Uncertainty of Life.
But the moft by far arrive not at thig

~ Standard, but are cut down by the Scithe,
~ of Death, in the early dawn or morning-

- Bloom of Life; While thesr Breajis are full

of Milk, and their Bomes moifined wwith

- Marrew. O Sirs!| Our Life is like a Tale
~ that hath been told, a Dream in the Night,
@ Vapour that appears for a little Time, and

Skips, and as ¢
| Prey.

‘

by his Obedience and Sufferings, fome may

, gbf” ‘-Udﬂiﬂ’es away? It is,a ﬁCCtiﬂg Sha"!

dow that has no abiding, our Days are
fuwifter than g Pgl, they fly away as the fwift
be Eggle that baflens to the

Death lies inAmbuth to deftroy us, inin.

- numerable Accidents round about us ; and
' in every Vein, Nerve, and Fibre within us;

yea in all the Parts of this curious but

~ brittle Machine. The Seeds of mani-
fold Difeafes are fown in our prefent
~ Frame, which may foon break out with a
~ Violence that po Care can prevent, or Art

refift : He that now enjoys the firmeft Con-
ftitution, may be in a few Moments groan-

‘ing and gafping intue Agonies of Death !

But feeing Chrift has fatisfyed divine Juftice.
be




Why Believers muft is, 23
be thence induced to enquire how it comes |
to pafs, that Believers who have an Inte- |

reft in the Benefits of that Satisfattion die? |
I anfwer that %febovab by this Conftitu- |
tion magnifies his own Sovereignty and |
‘Wifdom, - and promotes the Eelievers Be-
nefit. o . o R
It is appointed for Man once to die, and |
after that the Sfudgment : Almighty God |
could have ordered the Matter otherwife |
if he had feen meet ; but fo it pleafed his |
Sovereign Majefty, who has a Right to rule §
all Events, and is not accountable to hig
Creatures for any Inftance of his Govern«
“ment; It feem’d good to his unfearchaa
‘ble Wifdom to bring Bclievms-to Happingﬁ
by ch‘rccs, that fo they might better know
the Value of it, and be the more incited |
“to glorify the Author of it. As the Works |
~ of Creation were gradually brought to Pera |
fetion, Jo it is in Refpect of the Belicvers §
Salvation, e e o
Yebovah hath referv'd the Manifeftation |
of his Sons to another Day, here they have
acommon Lot with others, are .Strangers |
" and Hidden-enesy hese they .meet. with'

.
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ptomlfcucus Events, and it is but reaf'oné-.
~-ble it fhould be fo, fecfng this Lite is 'a
‘State of Pro’oatxon, in wich we are Can-,
-ditates for a future Tryal and State of
Rccompenf: | |
. And indeed Sirs by this Appomtmenr
thc Believers Benefit s promotcd many
" ways ; hereby Sin is flain in_ them; as
by Sin Death was introduc'd, fo by Death
- 8in is deftroy’d ; and indeed thc Thoughts
. of Death tend to hamble Believers in Life,
- and deaden them to a vain World ;. And
. thus.out of the Eater comes forth Meat and
- dut of the Strong Sweetnefsi .

~ - Hereby Bellevers ate conform’d to thmr(
" deareft Lord, their Head their Husband,
- who was humbled by Death before his Ex-
' sltation to the htgheft Glory, And is. not
“« Conformity to the pureft Exceltency, the
- noblet Honour, .

;. Hereby Believers teft from the Labours
of Life, and are freed from its manifald
,ff:focncs and thus the Sting of Death,

- which is Sin hoth as to'its Guilt and Power

- being remov'd, it becomes a valumbleFriend
to aChild of Cfod .and pramotes . his beft

Intereﬁ i |
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Interett ; which will more fully appear by
confidering the following Particalars wrz,
tft, Belicvers at Death gain Perfeition
in Holinefs; they are entirely freed from
Sin, and every Inclination to it, the bleffled
JESUS prefents to bintelf a glorious Chuerch
without Spoty-—<or Blomifb;* And as they
are freed from :Sin; fo 'they are Blefled
with the higheft Meafures of Holinefs that
the Creaturd is capable of;:they are brought
toaperfed Man, to the Moafure . of the
- Stature of the Fulinefs of Chriff ; ¥ which
~ cannot be attain’d whiift in the Body ; for
bere we fee darkly as thro' a Glafs, but them
Face to Face: 4 And whil} we are af
| Home in the Body, we are abfont .from the.
Lord. § But at Death the Roots of Sin
are pull'd: out of our Nuture, and we go
to the Spirits of ‘Fuft Men made porfest*q[.
And indeed itis neceffary that the Soul be
made pirfedt at Death, becaufe of the Pu-
rity of the heavenly State ; For there fhall
In no wife enter into the City of Ged, any
Thing that defileth, #% v . -0 .
% Ethef. v. 29, § Ephef tv.'13. -
t

2, 4 9Cor. .6, *4 He
kaz.:.yg"' 3

iiiii

.
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~ 2dly. Another ‘Inftance of the Gain of
Believers at Death, is that they pafs im-
mediately into Glory. |
- 'The Soul of Man is eapable of per- |
forming its Operations in a feparate State |
from the Body 5 for it hath Faculties pro- |
per to it and infeparable from it, which |
arc Powers of Operation: It hath an un- |
derftanding, Will and Agffections like the |
Angels, and can therefore contemplate up- |
- onObjedts fet before it,chufe, refule, rejoyce. |
And truly the Body is but the Inftrument
~ of its Operation here, which it does not |
always- ufe while in a State. of Union, and |.
therefore ean a&t without it after its Sepa- |
ration from it. |
~ Nor can the feparate Soul, my Brethren, |
be nut of Ation, becaufe it is an immate«
rial Subftance, and fo by its Nature unca- |
pable of Wearinefs-or Sleep. - ,;
And in this Actiwity it muft be either }
miferable or happy ; not to add, that the |
Believers Felicity is fecur’d by the: Cove- |
pant of Grace, to be enjoy’d at the End |
of his Race; Then they reff from themr
Kabours and their Works jfollow them:

——




They pafs immediately to Glory 2y
They do not go hefore to Purchafe a Right
to Happinefs, bat the Reward of
Mercy fuited to them, follows immedi-
ately after.. .

For Heaven is propar’ 'd for them and
they for it. At the general Judgment our
Lord will pronaunce this Sentence. upon
his Peoples Come ye blefled of my Fatber,
and inberit the Kingdom prepar’ d for you,from
before the Foundation of the Warld * And
the Believer is as much prepar’d for Hean
ven at Death, .as ever he will be ; for when
the Night of Death cometh, no Man caa
work., And indeed if the People .of God
did not immediately pafs into Glony, Death
wou’d not be /Gain but lofs to them; for
thus they wou’d be depriv’d of the Pre- |
fence of Chrift, which they here at Times
enjoy. But the Apottle. Paal affures us in
our Text, that the Believers Death is gain ;
and elfewhere he ‘informs us, that he ex-
peied to be with Chrift, xmmedxately upem
his Diffolution. -} |

N or can we ' reafonably Account for the

J D2 ~ mutual

* Mat, xxv. 34; * Ph:h 1..3§.




o8 . They p&/} immediately toGlory.,
mutual. ftrong:
People to be togetlmr,. lmmedx.ately upon
the :Diffolution of  the latter, 'without ac-
knowledging this T ruth, In what affecs
tionate: Strains . dees' the' dear .Redeemer
fpeak tor his: poor:worthlefs” Bride ;  Conie
wrth. me- frem ‘*Lnnon my Spanfe, with
me from Lebannon': ~ lok  from: the Top
of Amia, from the Top. of Shenir.and Fera
mon, ‘from the Lyons Dens, and: jrom the
Mountasns of Mopdrds. % And-was not this
the Petition of cur::Lord “in bis -humbled
Stateto-his Father - that where:be awas they
wiight e aljo.# Ak Ts not this the' Church'’s
chief Difire ! therefore the faye,; come Lord
fefus come:quickly.” ::What Saint Paul fays
of himielf,- is' applicable to . all true Chri-
ftiansy nameLy, -that he deﬁrad 0 depart
~ and-o bawwith ChFSfE which aeas far better. s
 ;heiSoul of abw converted sMhief, went
j, xnmadmefy ‘&0 "F‘ﬁa‘@éﬁ’cg and" there is

the janse Reafonfor bthers: | Butto proceed,

3d/y : Another Part icular 6f Believers Gam’.
a‘izh'mr Baadms [lmg that in vthem Pafs to
Lasiuar et | Paradxfc

* Cant. iv. 8, TEbﬂ T O I

fires - of >Chrift and his }

)
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Paradife they have a glorious Convoy,
~ they are fafely guarded by Angels in their
Motion from hence to their blefled Abode,
When the ‘Beggar died, he was carried by
Angels into Abrabam’s Bofom, T = .

- 4thly; They fhall be gladly receiv’d in-
to the Heavenly Paradife : The Saints fhall
fhout them Welcome to the Church Tris
umphant ; and hence we are bid to make
‘us Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouf-
nefs, that when we fail, fhey may receive
 us into everjafiing Habitations ; 'i.¢. We
{hould fo improve worldly Enjoyments by
- Als of Juftice to all, and Charity mors
efpecially to’the Poor Menibers of Chrift]
that when we: die, thofe of them that go
to Heaven before 'us, may be enduc’d by
Gratitude 'to’ receive us with Gladnefs: into
thofe Everlatting' Habitations,  And furely
the Angelswho rejoyce at the Converfion
of Sinners to God, will: mych ‘more re-
joyce: whenitheir Happinefs'is compléated.-
Heavens high’ Arch will ring with joyous.
Acclamations, when the bleffed Jetus leads

ST T UBelievers

$ Luke. xvi, 2,




20 Thbe Believers Gain at Death
Believers to their particular Manfions of
Light, of Beauty and of Biefs!
~ But how fhall I fpeak of the Happmefs
that is there enjoy’d, fecing that Eye bath
mt feen, neither hpas Ear heard, nor bas
it entred into the Heart of Man to eoncerve
-tbe Greatnefs and Glory of it; fyrely it
requires the Eloquence and Expmcm.c of
an Angel to defcribe it, .
‘There Believers will be perfeitly nd
etcrnally freed from Sin and all Temptaf—
tions to it; under which they groan and
labour in this Vale of Tares.—v-r
- There they will obtain an Exemption
from all the affli¢tive Evils that Sin has
procur’d, which affect us in refpe@ of our
Names, Bodies, E/}ates, Souls, Relatives and
Friends: Man _ that is born of a Woman is
of few Days and full of trouble~----This
World is a Labyrinth of Thorns, for in
every State we are perplcx"d with Difficul-
tics; while here, we age as it were upon
an unfettled Ocean which lies expos’d to
every Tempeft:; - {o that as wife Solon obr
fervid, * No body can be call’d happy
«« before Dcath ”  We are femetimes re-
proach’d
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‘proach’d unjuftly in our Names, which is
fomewhat difficult to bear; For a good
Name 1s as precious Osntment, and of Sere
vice to promote our Ulefulnefs in the World ;

- and fometimes we are difeafed in Body and
wrong'd in our Effates by Fraud or Force,

- or our Proje®s and Labours are rendred

abortive and our Expe&atxons difappointed ;
and in refpet of our Souls, we are fome-
times troubled . with {piritwal - Defertion,
Temptations, Deadnefs in the Peformance
‘of Duty; and fome are afflited with
Doubts about their gracious State, as well
as with a forrowful Senfe of their Unpro-
fitablenefs, and little Progrefs in Religion
under many Advantages; we are likewife
expos'd to many fympathetick Sorrows on
- the Account of the Church in general, and
: _our Friends and Relations in particular,
" But from all of them Believers are f'rccd

in the heavenly Paradife.
- There their Names will no more be
fhain’d with Scandal and Reproach.

Nov will the Bodies of the glorify’d ever
feel any Yain and Uneafinefs; no Sickaefs
or Death has my accefs into the New

Ferufalem 5




da  The Believers Gain at Death,
f?em/a/em; there Swhmg and Sorrow fly
away, and all Tears are wip’d away from
their Eyes; |

There their Treafure is fecure ; Neither
Moth or Ruft can corrupt ity nor ‘[ bieves
break thro’ and fleal. There Temptations
{hali come to a perpetual End, and the
glorified fhall enjoy the uniterr uptcd Shines
of their Father's Face ; nor will wearinefs
in Duty; ot qucﬁnonmg the divine Love'
ever affail them any more:

Neithet fhall they behold any miferable
Objects before them to diftrefs their Minds.

- But pofitively; the Happinefs of Heaven -

may be faid to confift chiefly in Knows
ledge; Love; Joy and Praife.

The Underftandings of the Glofified
will be perfected in Knowledge; which is
indeed the proper Food of the Mind; and
this Knowledge will be very cxtenﬁve
~ eafily attain’d, and tranforming in its Ef-
- feéts; and hcncc we are told that they fhall
know as they are known, that they fball [ce
- God as be is, and be like bim : 5. e. Tn Ho-
linefs and Purity, There is moft certainly
a natural Thirft in the Mind of Man after

Know-
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Knowledge ; and hence -we find_that evep
natural Knowledge yialds Delight. Arcb;-
medes when by intenfe Study, he had found

out fome mathematical Difcovery, ory'd

found, 'What Satisfaétion t‘hen_‘ muft refult
from Knowledge of the “fublimeft Kind,
acquir'd without ‘Pains and in the higheft
,Per.féé’cion;?, R R

If the tranfient Views which we have
of the Perte@ions of God’s Nature, ‘and

the mediatorial Cherms of Immanyel
this Werld, ‘as well 25 of ‘the Beauties of

his Word and Works, :produce unfpeakable
Delight, what Tranfports of Pleafure muft
potlels our Souls when we come to behold

" .

jhcm conftantly without & Glas, thining |

an their ‘united Glory1

Much of the Witdom of the Works of
Creation is now hidden from the moft

curions Obfervet, which will then be un-

- folded.

Arid we are now at Tofs ﬂ*f}’ e@ting many

- dark Difpenfations of Providence : God's

E Paths.

9

i
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Paths are in the areat Deep, and his F oot-.
ﬁeps are not known fommectitmes he makes

Darknefs bis Pm)zlzozz, and bides the Face

of bis Throne. But then the entire Frame
of Providence, together with the Connec-
tion and Dependance of cvery Part, and
its Conducivenefs to promote the general
Defign of the whol le, will be open’d at
once to our View.
And here indeed our Apprchenfions of
* redeeming Wifdom and Love are imperfect;
but then we fhall perfectly behold a glo-
rious Harmony of divine Perfections appear-
ing with inexpreffible Luftre in the Work
of Redemption! Now this Knowledge
muft nceds pcrfc&ly conform our whole

‘Souls to the divine Nature and Will, as §

well as Poffefs us with ineffable Love and
o9, and excite us to unceafing Praifs

to God and the Lamb that fits upon the §
Throne : And thus you may fee my §
* Brethren, that thofe who flight and oppofe §
the Knowlcdgc of divine Thmgs defpife B
the Happinefs of Heaven ; and therefore
whatever Happinefs they vainly Boaft of §

in. their fordid Ignorance, it isnot of th;

. L T —
e et e et 1 A I i B i _—
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Kind that I8 thcrc_enjoy’d; bm 8 Condx- |
tion, snore fit for the Beafts that gﬁffﬂff‘ o
trhe

than for immortal Souls;  Anhd no dout
Beauty of the Place; which: the Fire of
Carbuncles and Riches of Rubies are too
faint Emblems of, as well as Converfe with

Saints and Angels, and the Knowledge of

the eternal Duration of their happy State,
will add to their Joy and Solace : But the
Time will not allow me to infift, and
thercfore I proceed now to the Dnprovement
of this Subje®. And - o
~ Here, my Brethren, let me enquire of
vou, whether Chrift be indeed your Life
In the Refpedts before mentioned » If foy

ye may eertainly conclude, that Death
will be your Gain in all the Particulars that
Ihave ‘exprefs'd; yea and in more than ¥
can either conceive of expres.

- This - Confideration fhould therefore fés

concile you to Death, and: render it amias- |
ble in your Efteem : This fhould excite
humble and fubmiflive Defires in you to

be diffolv’d, and to be with Chrift which
Is far better, for you will-never be as you:
would be, till you get to Heaven, h‘

!

|
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Thrs may fupport you under your pres .

fent  Sorrows and  Sufferings, which are

- Light, and but for a Moment, and not

wworthy to be compar’d with the exceeding
great and eternal Weight of Glory wbich
fall be reveald,

This may alfe reconcile us te the Death
of Friends and dear Relatives, concerning,
whom we have good Reafon to hope that
Chrift s their Life, fecing that our Lofs
is their great Gain : Why fhould we be ex-
ceflively diftrefled or mourn as thefe that
have no hope ? Butto proceed,
~ Seeing that Death puts an End to all

our fecular Affairs, they are all inconfider-
. able : This Earth is but a bufy Theatre,

where every one is eagerly acting his Part,

- a Scene where the Men of this World make
' a great Noife and Buftle with. their Pro-

jeéts and Defigns: But farely as the

| Pfalmift obferves, They walk 1m a wvain
- Shew and vex themfelves in vainy they are
~ #n chafe of a Shadow, and raife a Tumuilt to

no valuable Purpofe ; they are juft like the

- bufy Ants upon a Mole Hz'l{,. which the

Foot Joon crufbess

|

O how




The Imprwem@te

O how moderate therefore fhould we be
in the Purfuit of thofe Things that are of
fo fhort Duration ; tho’ Diligence be coms

mendable, yet furely Anxiety is very une*

reafc sakle and hurtful ; Martha, Martba,
thou .t cateful about many Things, but
one Thing is needful above them all, |

But Sirs, how low an Eftimate {houlél »%

~we have of fuch fhort liv’d Enjoyments ?
- Death ftrips the World of its varnifh’d and
deceitful Charms, and reprefents it in hig

o™

J.M

"

native Drefs of Emptinefs and Vanity :
Hereby we fee with our Eyes what its

Pomp, Pleafure and Wealth come to in a
little Time ; we muft go naked thﬁout
~ them into the Arms of the Grave,
How doleful therefore is the Cafe of
thofe whofe Happinefs is bound up in fuch
Enjoyments, that muft come to fuch a

fudden Period ? Death will foon deteé't

the vanithing Goard in which they have
foolifhly plac’d their Confidence, a ~Goard
that leaves them when they bave moit
need of Comfort from its Sha.dow And

fecing, my dear Brethren, that Death puts

an End 0 all the Seafons of Gracewe ent
joy
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joy, as well as to our Opportunities of
Work and Service for God, O then let
us value them more and improve them
better. O Sinners, call upon God while be
is near, and [eek bim while be may be found.
Let us work while the Day lafts, for the
Night cometh in which no Man can Work,
Whatever your Hands find to do, for GOD do
it with all your Might; for there is no Work
nor Invention in the Grave, whether e
“are bafming. |
Will our Souls at Death live in a State
of Separation from ot Bodies, then how
vaftly preferable are they to them, fecing
they can fubfift without them, and the
Body after Separation becomes a fenfelefs
loathfome Carcafs? So that to prefer our
Bodies before our Souls; is to prefer the |
Cafk before the Jewel, the Houfe before
the Inhabitant, the Beaft befcre the Man.
How carneft and faithful then fhould we
be, in indeavouring to mortify all immo-
derate Love to thefe Bodies from which
our Souls muft be fo foon feparated ; for
as this debafes and depraves the Seul, fo
it makes parting the more Difficult. .
And
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And Sirs fecing at Death we enter into
an unfcen World, then how neceflary is
Faith to affect {uitably our Hopes and Fears;
thofe Springs of Action, that fo we may
be excited to diligent Eudeavours to lay
up Treafures in that unknown Warld to
which we pafs by Death, as well as pre.
par’d for a joyful Entrance into it, when
our dear Lord thall call us, and this indeed
the Redeemer requires of us; Lay up for
your felves Treafures in Heaven, where nei~
ther Moth nor Ryf? doth corrupt, nor Thejves
spreak thro' and Steal, .
- And Sirs how ncedful is it to get a
Temper of Squl fuited to the World to |
which we go, fuited to the Enjoyments |
and Employments of Ieaven, without
which we could not be Happy there, 4
Again : Will Souls by Death enter into
their State of final Retribution ? then fure- |
ly it ica Solemn Thing to die, for we muft |
then enter into an plterable State of Blifs §
or Mifery.--=-~- - ;
I fhall now addrefs my felf to the pre-
fent Occafion, which is to pay our laft |
Refpeds to the Memory of the Rey'd Mr, |

j"abn |
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fohn Rawland who was fo juftly efteem’d &
among you . " Altho’ unjuft funeral Enco~
iniums are to be abhord as difengenuous |
Flatteries of pernicious Confequence tw

Mankind; yet I fee not why we may not § |

mention wrth due Caution to the Glory of
God, and to excite Men to, and encourage
them in thePractice of Vertue &Religion, the

Praife wortl;ngalxtnes which it has pleas’d
the Giver o

- tinguifh’d Luftre,

I may fafely fay of the Detuné’c that he
- 'was compﬁtently qualified for the Minifte-
' rial Work jn Refpect of patural and ac-
 quird Endowments, and excell’d in thofe
of a gracious Nature,----

- He preach’d Chrift in the Manner be-

fore reprefented.----

kae a wife Builder he firft labour’d to |

lay"the Foundation, and therefore dug deep
" that the Superftructure, might ftand ﬁrm
-~ And indeed his Talent of convincing
 the Secure was uncommon, he reprefented
- the Dangers of their - doleful Cafc in 2
ftrong

all Good to confer upon his M.
Servants that are removed from us, and ef-
- pecially when they have fhone thh a dif- |
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firong Light, in a dreadful Drefs; and on
this Account he might be juftly call’d a
Boanerges, or a $on. of Thunder.----And
‘when Sinners were convinc’d he compaf-
fionately direted them to Jefus, and la-
bour’d to build them up in ‘im s

His Difcourfes upon Gofpel Subje@s,
were full of Marrow and Pathos, He.

fpoke like one that was acquamted with

the Charms of the Gofpel, as well as with

the Terroré of the Law,

His Diligence in the Gof c:l meﬂry
was great, even beyond his Bodlly Strength.

And his Succefs therein was confidera-
ble. ‘The Blefled God gave many Seals to
his faithful} Labours m divers Places,

which encouraged him to go on in his

Mafters Work, in the midft of much Op-

pofition and unjuﬁ Reproach. And tho’ 'i

for a Time his Chara&er was clouded
with injurious Invectives, yet it pleafed
the righteous Ged to vindicate his Inno-
cency by his all-governing Providence long

before hig Diflolution, and t6 make his

Rngteou/ﬂq% Shine as the ngbt gnd bis
Judgment as the Noon Day.

. ool

F But?

g
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But' being young in Years, and of a
warm Temper, he was thereby led into
fome Indifcretions in his honeft and earneft
Attempts to do Good, which it pleas'd
God to convince him of and reclaim him
from a confiderable Time before his laft
remove.
I may with Juftice and Truth apply to
him what the Apoftle ‘fays of himfelf in

our Text, to bim to live was Cbriff. Chrift
‘was the Principle, End, Comfort and Supe

port of his Life; and therefore to him to
die muft needs be Garn. | |
Here I may obferve, my Brethren, that
the "lefled Jefus own’d his Servant in his
laft Sicknefs, by enabling him to bear with

Patience the Pains of his lingring Ilnefs,

and with humble Confidence to refign

‘himelf into his Fathers Hands: And tho’

for a Time he was deferted and tempted
by the Enemy to diftruft, yet when he
drew near Eternity, the blefled Jefus gave
him the Shines of his Face, which excited
an carneft dciure after his Diffolution.=--
- When I came to him, which was the

Day before hig Death, I afk’d him hogv'
._ <
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he was? ¢ Brother, (faid hc) I am juit

* upén the Borders of Eternity : And Iblefs -

“ God I am fo,” And in the Night fol-
lowing he fpoke affectingly of the Kindnefs
of God to him, and of his gracious Cove-
nant; and mention’d the Time to me,
ke Vﬁ;hcn God gave him to know that he
“ lov’d him i m a fpecial Manner, as furely
# a5 the Heavens are above the Earth;

# and defired me to pray for his fpeedy‘
#¢ Diflolution,”---r

And afterwards he fpoke to others pre-
fent in the followmg Manner, namely,
* That God was going to honour him
“ above his Brethren, by taking him to
 Heaven before them.”--—-

But the Time forbids me to infift. 1
fhall therefore conclude this Difcourfe with
a Word of Council to divers Sorts of Pers
fons, And

Firfi: To the Widow of the deceas’d.

Mrs. I fympathize with you in this afflic-
tive Difpenfation of  Providence. It has
pleas’d the fovereign God to remove from
you the Defire of your Eyes at a Stroke,
but you know he has a Right to do with

F 2 his

p—
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his own what he pleafes; we are his, Crea-
tures, and therefore our Lives and all the

‘omforts we enjoy in.them are at his Dii-
pofal ; 'and we are finful Creatures, who
by our Abufe of Comforts have forfeited
our Right to them ; - let us not therefore
murmur againft God srighteous Providence,
for he’ afflits us le§ than our Iniquities
deferve, but rather. turn our Grief into a
rchgxous Channel, "and bewail our Sins the
Procurers’ of our Miferies.-
" Altho’ your Lofs be great, yet the Con-
ﬁderatlon of his Gain fhould reconcile you
to it, and prevent your Mourning, as thofe
that have no Hope; And {urely if you
make a fuitable Improvemcnt of this Pro-
vidence, it will in the Iffue turn to your
Gain alfo. !
- There is moft certainly cnough in Lhnﬂ:
to make up the Want of Creature-Comforts
and Enjoyments; Call upon bim therefore
sn the Day of Ad'verﬁ ty, and be will deliver
you; and learn to die more and more to
all but him.,

Seeing Almighty God has at his ap-

pointed Time, taken away a Part of youux:
ic




The Improvement. 435
felf by Death, O hear his Voice {peaking
to you from the Grave, to prepare for the
Diffolution of the other, = S
~ And to this End it will conduce to re,
member his whelefome Inftru@ions, and
imitate the pious Examples of his Life
In this way you may . humbly Hope,
that your Creator and Redeemeer will be
your immortal Husband, and your all,  ;
 And tq the other Relations of the de-
ceas’d, whether natural or legal, I would
{fpeak "in the following Manner : My
Friends, it is your Duty to humble your

+

felves before the Sovereign God on this
afflictive  Qccafion, O hear Jehovah's
Voice fpeaking by this Rod, and labour
to read his Name wrote upop it. .
| Let thciLofs‘ of an carthly Relafive CX«
cite you to fecure and improve -an Intereft
in a Friend that cannot die, O let Chrift;
who is the Refurretion and the Life, .be
more and more your Life, that to you -toy
dic it may be Gain, = - ° s
. And you Sirs of this Society, among
whom our deceas’d Brother laboured, argf
kkewife wnder fpecial Obligations to imix

e . prove




~and God alfo, with what Plainnefs and

T

paffionate Entreaties, and turn to- God
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prove this Difpenfation of Providenee. Ex»
amine therefore your Condud&, and try to
find out the culpable Caufe of it: A faith-
ful . Watchman is taken from your Walls, |
a Scribe inftruted to the Kingdom of
Heaven, who brought out of his Treafure
Things new and old: You are Witnefles

|
k
;

t
Pungency, with what Fervour and Fidelity |
he labour’d to bring you to Chrift and

build you up in him: And are any of you
yet Chriftleft and Gracelefs after all his
Pains? Alas for it! O that I could weep
over you! Believe it Sirs, his Sermons that
ye have mifimprov’d, will be Evidences
againft you another Day except ye repent, |
O call to mind his faithful Warnings and

before it be too late, before your Feet
flumble upon the dark Mountains.—--And
you that have receiv’d {pecial Benefit, blefs
the great God the Autnor of all good, and
endeavour to improve this affli¢tive Provi-
dence to your Growth in Grace and Ho-
linefs. My Brethren, defpife not the chafi- |
ning of the Lord, nor faint when you are
B rebuked
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rebuked of bim. Humble yourfelves before,
confide in, and call upon that God with
whom is the Refidue of the Spirit, that
he would be pleas’d in due Time to pro-
vide for you a Paftor after his own Heart, to
feed youwith Rnowledge andUnderﬁandmg

And truly, Brethren, all of us in general
are call’d upon by this Providence, to bow
‘before the Sovereign God and bewail this
- Token of his righteous Difpleafure; it is
~ offenfive to the Almighty when the Rng..
teous are taken away, and no Man layeth it to
Heart. When a faithful, laborious and fuc<
' cefstul Minifker is removed by Death in the
Prime of his Days, and in a Seafon when the
Number of faithful Labourers, it is to be
feared, is fmall, and the Harveft great, it
feems to be a Sign of God’s Difpleafure
againft a Land, and therefore as fuch {hould
be lamented.

In fine : This Inftance of Mortality,fhould
be improved by all of every Ageand Order,
as an Excitement to prepare for Death. .

O let the Unconverted feek a Prepa=
ration of State by .Reconciliation to God,
thro' the Application of the Redecmer’s
Righteoufnefs, by Faith in hnn, and by a

" Renovation
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Renovat;on of their Hearts thio’ the Tpflu-}
ence of the Holy Ghoft; without whlch noj
‘Man fhall fee God.
- Aud let the Converted be cxcxted to go
with their Loins girt, and with their Lamps |§
burning, waiting for the coming of the great |§
Bridegroom, that fo ye may not only die §
fafely, but comfortably, and have an a- §
bundant Eutrance into the Kingdom of |}
God, which is much for the Glory of God

and Honour of Religion. .
© And let us, my Revererid Brethren; who §
are of Levi’s Tribe; efpecially lament the §
~ Lofs of one of our Order, who was fo ufe- §
ful an Inftrument in our Lord’s Vineyard. §
O let his comfortable and honourable Exit §
out of this Wildernefs, and j joyous Entrance |

into the Reft of God, invite us to imitate |
his Zeal and Fidelity, that we in like man-
‘ner, may not only -adorn the Do&rine of |
Chrift, bva holy and humble Life, but alfv |
by the Manner of our Death, and fo be for |
ever with the Lord.  Now to God the Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Ghoft, three Perfons; |
and One glomous God bc afcrib’d eternal

Pralfes. ~ Amen; Hmen, ,
F I N I S
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Revival and Progrefs
RELTI G I O N;

IN THE

Towns of Hopérwell, Amioel) and Misidens
Head, in New-Ferfey, and New-Providence
in Pcnnﬁlwzm In a LETTER to the
Rev: Mr. Princs, Author of the Chrifian

Hifory.
ﬁy‘ the Rev. Mr. ?QHN ROWLAND;

B:ing the lit Work of rhat faithful Servant
of JESUS CHRIST, which ke cbmpos‘d 8 lictle
before his Deceafe; and is now ublih’d for the
Benefit and Confolation of God's ; |

By THomMas Bévkwn

Mate. #xiv. 3, 46; 47- Whe thin s a faishful and arifi
Servant, whbem bis Lerd bath made Ruler over bis Houfbold,
to give them Meal in dwe Seajm ? Bleffed is that Soroamt
whem bis Lovd ewhen be coineth fball find fo doiny. Vovily
1 fay wisto you, toat Le [ball maks bim Ruler sver ali bis Goods.

PHILADELPHIA:
Printed by WiLL1AM Braprorp at the
Bible in Secomd-Sirest; M,pecxLw
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NARRATIVE, &

REVEREND Sir:

N E of your printed Papers, con=
) taining the Requeft of many nious
# and judicious People, that past:-

- cular Accounts of the Revival of
“Religion in every Town in this remarkabla
Day of Grace, may be taken and publith'd
in the ‘Chriftian Hiftory, ‘&, dated the
£th, ceecemens 1749, fublcril'd with ‘your
- Nome, and direCed to me, came into my
Hand Fanuary the 24th, 1745, Had 1t
come as foon as it might ‘have done into
my Hand, what Accouiits I have to fend
you, would have been with you long be-
fore now: And that I may fet in a clear
Light what fmall Accounts I have to give
of the Work of God, it is needful
for me to fignify where I began my Mi.
niftry, I was fent forth to preach the

- G Gofpel
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Gofpel of CHRIST b the Prefbytery of
- New-Brunfwick, on Sebtember 7th, 1738,

on which Day the Congreganon of Maiden-
Head and Hapmch’ put in a Supplication |
for me to the chﬂntez‘y and accordmnly

I complyed therewith,

~ Herc¢ it is needful to ob(exve thqt the |
Congrcgatlon was divided into two Parts |

on fome religious Accounts for fome time
before I went among them, and it was that
Part of the People that (upphcatcd for me,
who were for the Brunjusick Minifters; as
we are commonly called ; but the M\,etmg..
Houfes in both Towns were kept from us

wulmg that my People (hould come into

~ this they were not .willing to do, But in
" fome Procefs of Time we had the Privi-
lcdge of Maiden-Head Mcetmg-Houie, and
y People built.a Meéting-Houfe in Hype-
well {fo that before this we were con-
firain'd to keep rour Meetings in Barns in
~ both Towns ; and tho’ we thus appear’d
as poor defpis’d Creatures, yet the Congre-
gation

y. the Oppofites. It is true they were

"‘the Mecting-Houfes, in cafe they wou'd
fit under the Miniftry of their Paﬂor but

0
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- gation that attended my meﬁry was {o

numerous, that the largeft Barns amongft
us were chofen to worﬂup God in. Itwas
fome Dxﬁ"ouragemcnt to me at firft, that
I and my People had ne better Places for
“divine W or{hlp but at that Time I thought
on thefe Things, which prov’d of fome
f-Qupport to me, vz, That qur Lord and
Saviour was born. in a mean Place, and
likewife preach’d in the Ship, -and on the
Mountain, as well as in the Synagogues;
and that it had been the frequent Lot of
' his gco ple, to betake themfelves to Wor-

fhiphim in Places attended with many
Inconveruenccs -----There isanother Town,
lying contiguous to Hopewel, which is
cal’d Amwell ; the People there were
fomcthmg Numerous hkewnfc, and having
none to labour among them in the Word,
 they petition’s 'd for a Part of my Tiwe, viz.
| one Sabbath in three, and it was o*rantgd unto
them ; fo that my Labaurs among thefe
three Towns, for the moft Part of the
Time that I livd in the Ferfeys, were
equally divided, There was a {mall Num-
ber in Hope'well and Maiden-Head truly

acquainted
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vauamted with vital Religion, as far as I
could ]ud’tre before I came among them,
and they feem’d fo earneft in Prayer nght
and Day to have the Gofpel .in Power
among them, as if they wau'd take no
Denial.  But ‘of them who became my
Congregation in  Amwell, therc were but
very few that knew the Lord Jefus when
I came among them, yet in many Ways |
they were a very amf’eabxe Pcople, fo that
} was much encourag’d to labour among

thcm.

The Subie@s which I chiefy mﬁf’ce‘ on |
for dbout fix Months, werc Convx&xon -and
Converfion, and ufually I made choice of
the moft rouﬁnv and awakening Texts to
fet forth the Namrc of thefe Dolirines ;
atid T have reafon to hope that the Lord,
began to accompany his Word in a mea- |
fiire from the ver7 firt.  Some began to be
¢dnvinc'd that they were in the Way
to Mifery, and unacquainted with the
Way to the Kingdom of Heaven, Bt
then let 1t be obferv'd, that but one or
- two were taken with Convitions at a

'I‘xmc, or under one Sermon, -For maay
Months




Months * togcth(er t%Zir Convi&tions were
ftill encreas’d, and the Number of the
Convinc’d were ftill multiplied,

I commonly preach’d in the Night as
well as in the Day, and frequently on
- Week Days alfo, {fo that they had hardly
~any Opportunity to eaft their Convictions
- out of their Thoughts, the Lord conti-
nuing to co-operate with his Word. |

The frequent Opportunities which I
took to examine them, were made very
beneficial, through the divine Blefling, to
preferve their Convictions alive until the
Time of Grace, of which I fhall fpeak
afterwards. ‘The Attention of all in ge-
neral was awaken'd ; Fathers, Mothers
. and the Youth, fome Negroes alfo feem'd
very earneft after the Word, and were
* convinc’d thereby of their Sin and Mife-
ry, and that Chrift they muft have or pe-
ith for ever. The

’

% Let none fuppofe that becaufe I fpeak of Convic-
tions being ftiil carricd on, that I mean that Sinners
- muft be convine’d to fome high’ Degree before they can

bs converted: I only mean that this was the Way
which the Lord then obferv'd in carrying on his Work,
to keep Sinners for a leng Time under Convilitom
belore ﬁe manifefted his Love to them,
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The People of God were much enlivens
ed to fee poor Sinners convinc’d of the
perifhing Nature of their State; and their
abfolute Need of Chrift : ‘Their Supplica- |
tions to God were moftly bent for the
Converfion of Sinners, and their Conver-
fation whenever thcy met together, (as
far as I obferv’d it; and ﬁ'equcnt Op- |
portanities I had to obferve it) favour'd
exceedingly of the Things of God ; fo
that I cannot fay that ever I faw thofe
pious Pcoplc given to Worldlinefs int their
Converfation, or to Lightnefs and Vani- |
ty in their Difcoutfes. Great was the
Love they bore to one another, and fweet §
was the Peace which {ubfifted among |
themfelves ; fo that I was not interrupted
- from my Work in making up Differences
~ among them., |
In the Month of May 1739, I began to
think that the moft invitmg and encou~
raging Subjects would be the moft agree-
able to convinced Souls, and accordingly
- ¥ began with thefe Words Fobn xi. 28, 29.
- The Mafler is come and calleth Sor ther

s foon as_fbe beerd that, foe arqfe quicking

R




and came anto bim, " The Difcourfe upon
this Subject was brouzht home, thio’ the
divine Tifluenre, uoon the Souls uf many.
Solemn Weeping and deep Concern ap-
pear'd - thro' the whele Congregation. I
ﬁzzd hopes that the Hearts of fome h.d
been knit cio:e to Jéfus our Lord, which
afterwards appear'd to be fo; of which
more hereafter. S

I was ftiil encourag’d to go on in invite-
ing convinc'd Siniers to come and em-
brace the Perfon and Purchufe of the dear
Lord Jefus. Then I mude choice of that
Word in"Mat. xxii. 4. A:f all T binos are

ready, come unto the Mairricge.  This was
alfo blefs’d to poor conviac’d Souls; they
were brought under a full Perfwafion-that
Jefus'the Son of God, was ready and wil- |
ling to emhrace them with his “everiating
Favour, and to pardon their Sins and
Tranfgreffions ; but then they found 1nore |
of their own Hardnes, and had a’yeearcr |
View of their own Unwillingnefs to comeé
unto the Lord Jefus Chrift, ‘which en-
¢reas'd their Mourning and Sorrow, and
made them pref§ forwards with miore living |
S H Earneftoefs
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Earneftnefs in fearch after Jefus Chriff, |

A variety of other engaging Subjetts Imade |
ufe of for a confiderable Time, to prefs |
them to a full Clofure with Jefus Chrift, |
At length by frequent Converfe among
them, and enquiring, ftrictly into the Nature
of the Views they had of Chrift, and the
Out-goings of their Souls after hlm, and
their Willingnefs to be ruled by Jefus
Chrift- in their whole Hearts and Lives,
I could not but be favourable in my |
Thougntsof fuci,, as Perfons favcur’d of the
Lord. . |
Furthermore I find by reading’ what
Accounts- I kept by me, of the blefled
Work of Grace which hath been in- thefe
"Towns, that there was much Good done
by vxﬁtmg, by which Means I found out
many that had been touched, of whom
F had not well heard how it ‘was with
them,. which gave me an" Opportanity to
offer futh Things unto them as might tend;
to fix thefe Bcgmmngs on- their Seuls and
increafe them, So likewife many were
convinced of their loft State by Nature.
By particular Examinations I found hll(;f
| w
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wile, that private Examination of Perfons,
as to their State and Condition, is an ex-
cellent Mean to lay them open to Con-
viction under the publick Word; and thys
were fome convinced in thefe Towns,

The divine Influence of the Spirit of
God was wvery cvxdcmly afforded with
his Word, though not in every Opportu-~
nity, yet in feveral until Mczv 1740, 10
which Time mapy more were added to
the Lord’s People. ~ Some of thefe Oppor-
tunities for clearnefs fake, I fhall mention,
One was on Ofsber 6th, 1739, ina Night-
Meeting, but the People not having been
warned with fufficient Care, there met
but about fifteen Perions, eleven of which,
were deeply convinced of their Mifery,
- and fome of them cry’d out fo very aw- .

fully, that I was conftrain’d to conclude.
~ After Sermon I took an Opportupity to
enquire of thofe Perfons what was thé real
Caufe of their crying out in fuch a Man-
ner, fome of which anfwered me, “ That
« _thcy faw Hell opening before thcm,
“ and themfelves ready to fall into it,
Others anfvered me, * That they wert

Ha « ﬂ:rucls
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« flruek with) fu*l a §enie of theu' Smhﬂa-
¢ pels, ;,,thu.t mf.y Were afraid the Lard
 wopld never have | \Icu.v on them.!”
Angther of thete; Oppor..umtm was on |
Du mécr q\,tu 1""(}. As tomy, flf T
Helt exceeding poor in the Fsamc o€ my
Soul, fo that 1 t"cmﬂ‘l)t 1 might ‘well fay,
as in the Wards of. thc Texr. I preach d
on that Day, Tjaiah % 6. What (el T
tr) ¢ I;mt the Lord was pl jcafed to-maniteft
his Grace. and Power. exceednw" through
the whole Service. The Pecpple of God
were, mmh enl ara;d in iove, 1o, {ce that,
whatevc: _gracious. ‘Word was fé.nt with
Power into their ‘Hearts, was fent from!
God ; “for. the Man knoweth not wb it 1o
IV, wuhout being guisied by thc Word
Eéhai Spirit.  Some hardued (rcamrcs who
ihought not mmb of . Rclmon,.ﬁ *t thcr
Wzﬁ no rcaht)% in 1t, were¢ éecpw
of the Trmth, Reahxy and HKeauty .of Re-
Txgton. QOthers who knew not. -well which
way to walk :cr what t- choofe, . Qppofe
T cannot call them,, tho’ they- had - nof
fm d with oyr Side ; fuch 1 ﬁy, ag far af
we . could judge tﬁe “T.-e by. the, Fruit

N g it wer
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were alfo convine'd and converted, under

that Difcourfe. Many Youths alfo were

vrowrht upon, o thit I cannot fay truly

¢ * : ’ 3
thiat any remuined untouch'd. Some of thefe

Porlons were plees'd to tell me, “ That
“othey never wonld forget this Day, in

Sownieh God hud been o oracious unte
“them”  As to the Backiliders from

Conviétion thut were not converted, I {hal
afterwards {peak of inits own Order for
I chule to have the Relation as diftin@ ac
polible. The Night of the fame Day
bewg fpent in pubick Worfhip, v/z, The
frlt Purt thereof was attended with th
fame divine Inflacnce.  Another of theft
Opportunities was on April 615, 1740, i,
Maiden-Head, The Subie@ that was in

fitted on was the Gofpel-Net, from Mat, |
il Many wiio were not acquainted witly

the fpiritual Nature of the Gofpel in the |

leaft Degree, as far as 1 found were greatly |
A b/ 7

bowed down; and brought to own that it
was tie Lord's Work which was carried

e The People 'in general thro’ the
whole Affcmbly, feem’d as if thoy were |
fumbled betore the Lord, which afters

% wards

|
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wards prov'd it felf to be fo. Without
controverfy, many of thefe flipt out of the |
Net as faft as they could ; yet many, blef~
fed be God, were held m it by Aimxghty 1
Power,
I come next to fpeak of the Times of
moft remarkable Power that I obferved in §
thefe Towns, Itbegan on this wife; Therg |
had been a Week-Day's Meeting in Maiden- |
Head on Fuly 241b 174.0 Worthip feem’d to
Pe attended with much Warmth of Af’fec-
\tion, which gave much Encouragement |
o their Minifter again, for Lukewarmnefs§-
at this Time had prevailed very much]
among fome cf the People, and the Affec-§
tions of fome were much removed from.
~others of their Fellow-Members, ncither|
did they feem to have fuch a Thirft for
the Word of God as formerly. Things
had come to this pafs in about two Months,]
but how aftonithing is it to confider what}
fweet Methods the Lord obfery’d to re-
move them | For as the Pzople were pafs
fing homewards through.the Town afte
‘Worfhxp, fome inclined to flop at one of
the Chriftian Houies, and the ftopping of

toing




fome cccafion’d (Othegs to ftop, ’tfil the
Number was about Forty, and when they
were all fat in the Houfe, that the Time
might be profitably fpent, the firft Part of
the fittieth Pfa/m was fung, which feem’d
to be perform’d with unufeal Quickning,
When finging was over, the fame Verfes
were explained at fome length, and the
Spirit of the Lord was pleaied to Work
by it upon all that were prefent, as far ag
we could difcern by the outward Man,
and much converfe that was fpent among
them all in particular, In-about an Hour
afterwards, the Love of God’s Peuple that
were prefent, was uncommonly inflamed
to Jefus Chrift ; their Views of his Majefty
and Glory were much inlarged, their
Longings after him much ftirred up, and
their Fear of him gracioufly increafed =
Their Zea! for God’s Glory was kindled
anew, and their Concern for the Caufe of
God feem’d to receive much Growth,
And as to the Unconverted that were pre-
fent, we could not find otherwife but that
they had receiv’d very clear Difcoveries of
their undone State by Nature. This was

T followed
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followed with the mighty Power of God |
by a Sermonm the next Evening, to a large
Congregation in “the fame Town, and I
Amwell Fuly 27th, and in fv’am ’n-]-[('ad

again on /i’zm‘a/f 3(2’ God was pleated to
magnify hiz Grace 1n vititing muny  poor
Smnem . In thele O} vortunitics he qm d
“their Evyes to fce theintelves without Clirift
and without Hope in the Worid; f:h\,u'
Convictions were attended with oreat Hor-

ror and Trembiing and loud Wtc;‘mi, |

which I fuppos’'d could not be ftopp'd to §
~ eafily as fome do imagine; for I obterv'd §

that many did continue cryuw in the moft
doleful Manner along the Road i their
Way home, and it was not in the Power |
of Man to prevail with them to refrain, for,
the Word of the Lord remain’d like a I*Jrc
upon their Hearts, Furthermore the Lord|
was plcafed to add many more to my Peo-
ple, who ufed not to walk with them whol
ftill continue in Communion with them,]
of whom I hope it may be faid, that tbey
arc growing in Grace, and in the Kiow-§
ledge of Jefus Chrift. The Seed of thef
Word was drop’d into the Hearts of others
wh«




who bore not mu(ch rcsgard to the Do&rine
of the New-Birth which was preach’d
among us, and did not fpring up vifibly
until it was near three Years af%cr.
- As to the Iflue of thefe Conviétions
which I have laft mention’d, I think it
muft be own’d that many of them were
follow’d wich a icund Converfion, or elfe
we muft give up {peaking any thing as to
any Knowedre of Grace in this Life,
Many backilided and became ftiff-necked
again, tho’ I muft fay that I have not feer
fuch Backflidings in thefe Towns as I have
feen in many others; the Inftances are but
few in them in comparifon of what I have
feen in moft other Places that I have been
acquainted with, One great Mean to pre-
vent Backfliding from Convitions in Am-
well was this: When the Hufbaod was
tak¢n the Wife was alfo taken, or when |
the Wife was vifited, the Hufband was |
alfo, fo-that they were ever ftirring up each
other. Many fuch Inftances are in the
Town of .Amwell, upon which Account
that Congregation appears to mc peculiarly
Beautiful: And as to Muiden-Head and
1 Hope- |
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Hopewell, 1 believe that one great Mean
~ that the Lord ufed there to prevent Back-
fliding, was the Care and Diligence of fome !
- of the Chriftian People in converfing witly
the Convinced'; for {everal of the Chrifti-
ans were fo engaged in deep Concern for
- the Work of God, that they could not ref?
~ fatisfied until they had Reafon to hope
~ that the Souls who were convinc'd from
~ one time to another, were alfo come tiro®
~ to found Converfion, :
~ Refpetting the Nature of this Work
- which I have been fpeaking of, it will
| appear yet more diftin& by giving fome
| Account of their Experiences.
{  And Firff : T would fpeak fomething
b more of their Convittions. They can give
- a very diftin@ Account of their Conviction
. of Sin, both original and actual; their
| Views of Heart Corruption, their Diftance
| from God, and their having lived {o long
| without him, were very clear and affet-
} ing ;. their Hardnefs and’ Unbelief, their:
' Ignorance and Blindnefs prefled very clofe
| upon them ¢ Their Need of Chrift and his
{ Spirit was {uch in their Apprchcnﬁon,ﬁtl'hat
‘ Ll , cr »
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there was no Rc(l”c noi Contentment to De
taken in any thing here below, until they
did obtain an Intereft in Jelus Chrift,
and receive his Spirit to purify and fandlity
their Hearts. There are a few among
them whofe Convi€tions were not at-
tended with any confidcrable Degree of
Horror ; they were very watchful o-
ver themfelves leaft they fhould reccive
falfe Comfort, and fo reft in ungrounded
Hope:: Their Hunger and Thirft after
Jetus Chrift his Righteoutnefs and all his
Fulnefs, was very earneft, and their Ex-
perience of it is very clear, therefore they
wanted the Word preach’d often, and they
would fit under it with great AffeGtion
waiting on the Lord. Their Views of the
Lord Jefus Chrift in his Perfon, Nature
and Otfices were very clear, and their Ac-
quaintance with the A&ings of their Faith
on him, together with the Out-going of
their Souls in love and affeCtion towards
him. They can give a fatisfying Account
of thefe Things according to the Holy
Scriptures, ‘Their Experience of a faving

Iz Clofure




Clofure with Jefus Chrift, and the fweet Ma. |
nifeftations they had of him in that Time |
~of {piritual Marriage, were very glorious, |
and their AffeCtions have been often |
ftirred atreth towards Jefus Chrift, in me-
ditating on, and fpeaking of the Day of |
their Elpouials They are careful to main-
tain a holy Communion with God in the
general Courfe of their Lives. I have feen
fome of them in confiderable Agonies when
they have been under the demgs of God’s
Face, fo that they could take no reft by
any Mcam until the gracious Lord would
be pleafed to fhine again upon them with
the Lxght of his Countenance.

They are properly diligent in the Things
of this Life, yet they are ready to attend |
on the Word of God on any Opportunity
that offers to them on Week Days. - '

They ftill continue zealous for God and
his Trutn their Walk is fteady in the
Ways of God and not unconftant and
uneven. |

And that I may conclude with Hopewell
and Ma:den- Head, 1 would fay that Jefus.

Chrift has gathercd for himfelf a blefled’
Flock
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Flock there; and hgwever they may be
vilified and {corned by thofe who have
their Portion in this Life, yet I hope ne
lefs, but that they are precious with God,
and fhall be fatisfied with the Pleafures of

his right Hand forevermore. Amen.

In the Year 174--, I came and liv'd in
Charles-Town in Chefter County, in Pennfyl-
vania, and have continued according to
the Order of the Prefbytery preach.ag a-
mong them and the People of New-Pro~
vidence. But as my Miniftry has been
chiefly fucceeded at New- Providence fince
I came into thefe Parts, I fhall only fptak
of what I have obferv’d of the Work of
God in this Town. .

The People of New-Providence before I
came into thele Parts to preach, were but
an ignorant Sort of People, unacquainted
with Religion both as to Principle and
Prattice ; though they would pretend fome
to be of ofie Denomination and fome of
another, 3 't this vain Name was all, Loofe-
nefs prevas’d much in the Place, and
there was ~ot one to ipeak to another in

a
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# fuitable Way and Muanner, neither of the
Vilenefs, Deformity and Unprofitablenefs] -
of the Ways ot Sin, nor ot the Giory, and}
Excellency, and Profitabienets of the Ways
of God. Tie foolith Error ot Free-Will
generally prevailed among them all, neitiier|
could they hardiy beur to heur any thing}
fpoken againft it at firt. I know not if}
any of them obferv’d Family Praver, or
afking a Biefling on their Food. This was
he Cafe among them as they toid mef
themfelves at feveral Times; and I enquir'df
of the ~ again when I began to write thig
Account, , <
The Conviction and Converfion of th
People of New-Providence, was within a-f
bout two Months of one another: It was{
the Time of my travailling among them§
mto thefe Places, that the Lord choief
to blefs for their Ingathering to Jefus Chrift ;|
and fince I have laboured ftatedly amang
them, it has been as much my Endeavour
to build up thofe who were called into the:
Fellowthip of God, as to convince Sinners
of their Mifery ; and to this End my La-
bours.

|
{
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bours were blefled again among them

throughout the Year 174--. As to their
Conviction and Conv..rﬁon unto God, I
‘may fay that they are capable to give a
{criptural Account of them, |

I forbear to fpeak of many extraordinary
Appearances; fuch as fome Scores crying
out at one Inftant, falling down and famt—
n
gThefc People are ftill encreafing, bleﬁ'cd
be the Lord ; they are l.xbourmg to walk
in Communion with God and with one
another; and for this End they meet by
way of Society in the Meeting-Houfe every
Y rday in the Afternoon, where thcy -
{i... 1 two or three Hours at a Time, in
Praife and Prayer; and they find this an
excellent Mean to prepare them for the
Hory SABBATH. ‘They are careful to
maintain the Worthip of God in their Fa-
milies, and to ufe all zgreeable Means to
encreafe their Knowledge in the Things
of God.

I choofe to fpeak no more, tho’ I may
tmly fay, that what I have fpokc of the glo-

rious Work of God, both in this Place and
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in the Towns of Amuwell, Hapewell ané
Maiden-Head, is but a very little to what

I might have fald ,
May the Lord contmue to blcfs them txll i

Tns Work be finithed thhm them, |
. ThusI have labour’d to give you a true
Account of the Work of the Lord in thefe

Places, though a (hort ong; .
' S I R,

I am your bumble Servant,

’ and Brother i ;b: ngjéd Qf CHRIST,;
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