Leve to CHRrisT a necoffary Qualification
i Orderto feed bis Sheep.

A

SERM

Preachd at Niffaminie, Decentber 14. 1743

Before the ORDINATION
Of the Reverend
M.CHARLES BEATTY

By GiBerT TEeNNENT, A M.

Publiflel at the Defire of the People of the
Pliace aferefaid,

2 Tim. 2. 2. Tre Things thou Buft leard of e amont many
Hitnefles, the fame com:mit shcu o faithtal Lien, <lo lall
be able to taach others.

PHILADELPHI A : Printedby Wit o 1am Bran-
o Rr», at the dign ot the Bible 1n JSecoma Street
ML = N




JOH N xx1. 16
 He faith to him again t/.'w Jecond ‘[ime,
Simon, fon of Jonas, lusff theu me? He
Jaith unto bim yea Lord, Thou knoweft that
Ilwwe Thee, He faith unto Lim feed my
Shee .

TT is obfervable hat the fame Things
which this Text contains, are three
Times mention'd in the Compafs of three
Verfce, the more to affeét Peter and the
other Difcxples that were prefent s and this
Repctmon is recorded by the Evangelift,
the more to affeét us, and all others th@t
rcad it. What Foln f'peaks of the three Wit
neffes in Heaven, that theje three are one
hf*y fame may be faid of thefe V crfcs'
fere is a threefold En quiry, which is but
onc, 101*{/? thou me? A threefold Anfwer,
which is but one, Lord thou knouweft that 7
leve Thee. And to the threefold Aniwer
there is addcd a threefold Command, Feed
my Sheep. The firft thews the kzndnzj:
: A 2
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of CurisT to his Sheep, in that he requires
Lewe in thofe to whom he commits the
Care of them : The Sccond manttefts Peter's
Sincerity, 1n thut he coud fo treely appeal
to CurisT concerning his Love. O happy
were it for the Lhurch of CurisT if none
would undertake the Miniftry but thofe
that could fafely ufe Peter's appeals The
Third fhews the oreat Ncr:.ﬂ:ty and Im-
portance of the P.ukoml Othee, feed my
Sheep, feed my Lamds. The original Word
(boftc) which is ufed in the 15thand 17th
Verles of this (,haptat ftr :"tly ﬁf‘fmﬁes to
give Frod, but the Word (Po:,fiuzmz) n
our Text, fignifics more largely to do all
the Office of a Sh [/'m{ It is ridiculous
in the Pagifis to argue for Peter’s Primacy
over the other Apof‘t!ea from the Charge
here given him, fecing that what is ﬁﬂ‘ma
ficd by the Waord F »*d is elfewhere re-
gommﬂnded to the other Apoftlcs they
were enjoin’d fo preach the Gofpel to ail
Nations, and told, e*J)G/ Sins vou remut, they
are- ’Hi:!l'lcd, Mar. xvi. 1. John xx. 23.
So thut both the Power of Inftru@ion and
Government was given them, as well as to
Peter. Dr, Featly oblerves, that ug: aufline,

Cyril




.

Cyril and Calvin fay upon this Text, that
the Blot which Peter bronght upon him-
felf and the Apoftolate, by a threefold de-
nial of Curist, could not be taken away
but by a threefold Canfeflion ; to promote
which, the Repetition of the Queftion had
a dire€t Tendency. )

From the Words of our Text we may
obferve the following Propofition, <z,
That Love to CHRIST 15 a neceffary Qualifi-
cation in Gofpel Minifiers, in order to feed
CuRrisT's Sbecp to purpsfe.  ‘This the Query
our Lord propos’d to the Apoftle Peter
with o much frequency, and the Com-
mand confequent upon it, plainly imply.

In difcourfing upon the aforefaid Propo-
fition, I purpofe to follow the enfuing Me.
thod, vz, |

I. Skew what is fuppos'd by and im-
ply’d in, Love to CHrisT.

II. Enquire who arc Curist's Sheep,
and why fo call'd. |

III. Shew how they fhould be fed.

IV. Shew wherein the necefiity of Love
to CHRIST appears, in order to feed them
aright, and then proceed to the Imprave-
meat, A3
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And Firft 1 am fhew what 1s {fuppos’d
by and unply d 1y, Love #o CHrisT. And
here let it be obferv'd, that true Love to
C"!Rls T {unpolcs thefe thrcc Things follow-‘
bis lize to us. Bclorc we ﬁx our mgheft
Love upon the Lord  Jesus CurisT, it i
neceifry that we be enlighimed to behold
with Affetion our Guilt and Mifery by
Nature and Practice, our Inability to help
ouricives, and our utter unworthine(s of help
from God, as well as the All-theiency
and Wi hnf*nﬁis of CurisT to l*elg us,
and heal all our M siadies. It is likewile
cqually needful thar uﬁ(m a View of thote
Thuws we be ingin fI to bow before a
Smeuxgn God, and C:l"ib ¢d 1o receive the
Redeemer :z, all his Oriices and upon his
Terms ; being humbly, deliberately, and
thorcughiy determined tg deny all Dgpen-
dance upon our own Wiidom, Power,
Rightcoutnets, and to follow Curist in
all ¢ change of Circumttance, by kis help,
to our Lives IInd, whatfoever we may fufter
for it in any Retpect notwithftanding ; and
doubtlefs true and tranfcendent Love
Curist fuppofes (ordinarily) a Senfe ‘-ot

his
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his Love to us, for e love Fiin, as theApoftle

fobn obferves, occaufe ke Las loved us Sfirft.
On the other Hand, methinks frue lre
to CurisT implies Eﬁcgm, Pefire, De-
light, Sorrow, Obedience: Such as make
Curist the Ohj("c of their fuprcam Re-
{pect, efteem him above ail other  Lordsand
Lovers : He is to them altcocther bvely, vea
the chicf among ton T/:f?f;‘;;;;! And this
Efteem is groundt.d upon tl: ¢ higheft Rea-
fon, for in CHRIST 152 ccnﬁuence of all
poﬁible Exceliency inthe higheft Eminence,
and that without the leait .nllnv oF varia-
tton. It is furely Ignorance ‘of QHRI&T
that makes Sinners L]iﬂht h;m fo much a5
they do! But fuch as know him cxperi-
mentally cannot bt eftecm hin above all
cheu : and this lupﬂ,am iiteem of him
will neceflarily excite a tr ‘migendswt Defire
‘aftt?i’ him, atter Communion with him,
and Contgrmztv to hxm, more than after
any other Enjoyment : Qur_Defire will be
proportion’d in Dcwrcc to iy Elteem, and
“hence we are told that the. Ptimitt pantcd
afterGod, as the Hart after theHater Brooks :
Yea that bis Heart and Flofb orv'd out for
God, even for the hiving God! How excel-

lent
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fent to this Purpofc are the Expreflions of
Herian, Plal. 73. 25. Whom lave I in
Heaven but thee? and thive is none upon
Earth that T defire befides thee! Our Lord
will endure no Rivals in our Love., He
exprelly allures us, That if we do net bre
bim above Father and Mother, yea and Life
afelf, e are nct wortly of him,  And
furely, fuch who make Curist the Objc&
of their chief Defire, will proportionably
delight in him; when they fit under bis
Shadswe 1t will be <cith great Delight ! His
Fruit cawist bt be ficect to thar Tafle!
When they cajoy his Love, they are calm
and contended, however difficult their out-
ward Circumftances may be ; on this Oc-
cafion, they are apt to fpeak in the Pfal-
wifi's Language, Return to thy rofi, O my
Scul, for the Lord bath dealt  bountificlly
with thee; but when ke hides his Face
they are troubled, and as mourning Doves
lament his Abfence, the los of which no
other can make up,
~ And iurely fuch aslove Curizt will ma-
nifeft it by a willing, univerfal and habi-
tual Obedicnce to his Laws; 7f we Jay awe

love




lrve bim, and kecp not his Commandnients,
purely e are lyars, and the Truth ts not i us.
~ I'may add, thatall the Lovers of Jesus
tenderly regard the Honour ot his Name,
and the Intcrefts of his Kingdom, above
their own Reputation and private Interefts,
if it goes well with Zion they rejoice, but

if ctherwife they mourn.  But the
~ 2d. General Head of Difcourfe is, 20 en-
quive who are CuRIST's Sheep, and why fo
calld? Now by theSheep of CHRrisT we are
tounderftand the Community of the Eledt,
and that both before and after their Conver-~
fion. Henice it is faid, that fome belier'd not, be=
caufe they were not Curist's Shecp: But it
is fuch as are Converted who are elpe-
cially intended by that Phrate; for thefe
have Properties refembling the Properties
of Sheep, which doubtlefs is the Reafon of
the Name. Now the Analogy between
them appears cfpecially in the following In-
{tances, v/z. Sheep are fimple, harmlefs,
patient and cleanly Creatures, they are not
craftv, as the Fox, or ravenous and cruel
as the Wolf, or unclcan, as the Swine,
which like to lie in the Mire and Dirt;
if Sheep happen to fall into the Miic, they
et
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get cut again '15; foon as they can, tor
that is not their Element ; neither does the
Sheecp make fuch a murmuring refactory
Noife under fufferings as Swinc and fome
other Creatures, but is Meek and Paticnt ;
and hence ourLord is faid 20 be ied asa Lamb
to the Slaughter, and as a Sheep is dumb
before bis Shearcrs, fo be cpened mot bis
M!x!l)‘g v “

Now true Converts have all the aforefaid
Qualities in general ; they are not (o wife in
temporal Refpets as the Children of this
World, nst meny 1ife, .t many Mighty,
not many Nible are calizd.  ‘They sre like-
wife harmlefs and innocent as Doves, bear-

ing Revenge againft none, and feeking no

Man’s Hurt.  Under Sufferings they, in
fomec Mcalure, imitate the Meekneis and
Patience of their Lord, who being revil'd,
revild not again : When the Almighty
finites them for their Sin, they are dumb
and cpen mot their Alzuth, PRl xxxix. g.
And when they fall into Sin, they are reft-
lefs until they be rais'd up out of the Mire
aof it by Repentance. Azain it is obfervea-
bie reipecting Shecp, that they love to be
together, a Sight of the Beafts of Prey does

~ but
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but make them run the fafter to get neay
each other, and if they are fepa-ated by a
Fright, they’ll try to get together again in
a little Time, and furely thofe thatfear the
Lord, lve to go to ther ouwn Company,
Aéts iv, 23. and ¢ [peak often one to ano-
ther, Mal, iii, 16, yea they are glad to fee
thofe that bope in Geds Werd, Pial. 119. 74.

But to proceed, Sheep are contented
Creaturcs, they will live upon very fhort
Grafs, where fomc other Creatures would
be ready to ftarve : Thus God’s People
are as Pilgrims upon this Earth, fatished
with a fmall Portion of it, and therefore
can, at Times, rejoice in the God of their
Salvation, the' the Fig Tree do not Bloffom,
and there be no Frust in the ¥ine,

Again Shecp are profitable and fruitful
Creatures ; they are good for Food and
Raiment, and wont to multiply exceedingly;
fo the People of Ged are the Ligot of the
World, and the Sals of the Earth, a Blefing
wherever they are, a5 Fojepb to Potiphar,
and Yacod to Laban ; 1t is their Hexrts de-
fire to be of Scrvice to the World in which
they live, and when they fec noappearance
of &w they are grieved : And as theGhurch

in




12

in general, from fiall beginnings has en.
creas’d to a greatNunber, {o it is the earneft
Defire and Labour of every particular
Believer to bring forth much Fruit to God.
Farther, Sheep are obedient Creatures,
they attend to their Shepherds Voice and
follow him: It has been the Cuftom
of the Eaftern Countries for the Shepherd
to go before their Sheep, and to this Cuftom
our Lord alludes, John x. 27. My Sheep
bear my Voice, and they follow me, . As
God’s People love to hear the Redeemer’s
Voice, fo it is their chief Defire and La-

bour to be conform’d to his Law and Life.
Moreover, Sheep have many Enemies,
fuch as Dogs, Foxes, Wolves, &c. And{:_
are not God’s People mvn'on’d W1th nume-~
rous Enemies of various Forms ? Hated be-
caufe they are not of this World, and fome-
times kill’d all the Day long, and account-
ed as Sheep for the Slaughter! |
Sheep are Subject to wander fmm t.hc
Field, and therefore need the Shepherd’s
care to feek them up, and bring them hoine ;
theyare Subject to difeafes and defilemers,
and therefore have need of Healing am}.
Wathing ;: Andis it not thus with Believer:
| " | alfo
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alfo? Pfal. 119. 1 6.31 bave gone afiray
like a loft Sheep, jéug thy Servant. And did
not the Lord complain of the Shepherds of
Ifrael, thet theDifeafed they bad not flrength-
ned, nor bealed that which was fick : Surely
what CurisT faid to Simon Peter is appli-
cable to all the Flock of Curist, Joh. 13:
IF I wafh thee not, thou baff no part in
me.

Sheep mutft be fed in green Paftures, and
kept from fuch Grafs as would rot or hurt
them ; and muft not adult Chriftians to-

ether with their little oncs, be fed with
%)und Truths befide the Shepberds Tenmts,
Cant. 1. 8. and kept from the trath of
~Tradition and falfe Doétrine. | |
+ Bheep fhould not be over driven, leaft

* they die, Gen. 33. 13, fo the People of God
~ fhould be dealt tenderly with, and proper
. Confolations offer’'d them leaft they fink in
difcouragement,

I may add, that the Word Sheep is
deriv'd from a Verb, which fignifies #0 go
Jorward, and this is. indeed their property,
they are ftill in Motion, and fo all fuch
as are truly Rclggious, are ever diflatisfy'd
with their paft Advances in Goodnef, ha;lg

mc Py
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mclin’d o prefs j&mwﬁd towards the Mark
of thetr bigh calling in CHRIST FESUS.
I proceed now to the |
3d. General Head of Difcourfe, which
- was to fhew, Dow CHRIST s Shecp fosuld be
fed; now this fhould be done thefc five
Ways following, 24z, by the Word, Sacra-
ment, Difcipline, Prayer, Praltice. And,
o 1ft. The Minifter of Curist fhould feed

his Sheep by the Word, and that both in
the Form of Cateclifing and Preacking.
We are commanded to trarm up a Child in
the Way that be fkeuld go, and inform’d, that
when ge is Old, be will not depart from t.
Certainly itis the great Duty of all Chrifti-
ans to be fettled in the found Doctrines of
Religion ; as this is for the Glory of God,
{o it tendsto promote our own Benefit, as
well - as the Good of others; as Error tends
to debauch the Mind and deprave the Life,
and hence we read of damnable Herefies 5 (o
“on the Contrary, Truth tends to form the
Mind to Virtue and Goodnefs; and there-
fore weare faid 2 k‘éan&ﬁ’déyii; fobu
:L Now furely the Way to be fettled and

blith'd in Religion, 1sto underftand its
- fundamental Principles in their due Seties

and
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and Conncétion, whigh cannot be fo readily
attain’d, as by the humblé and familiar
Method of Catechifing, Heb. s. 12. For
when for the Time Ye ought to be Teachers,
Ye have need that one teach You again the

firf} Principles of the Oracles of God. Re-

ligion is certainly a reafonable Service ; Rom.
12, 1. But how can it be fo to us, unlefs

~ we underftand the Groundsof it ? furely

the Knowledge of firf Principles ferves
as a Key to openthe whole Syftem, and
therefore inrichesthe Mind, and is a Lamp
to theFeet; this arms us with proper Defen-
fatives aguinlt the Tricks of Seducers who
with good Words and fair Speceches, de-
ceive the Hearts of the Simplc; this like a
Ballaft keeps us from being #5/s’d about like
little Children with every wind of DoStrine;

by the Craft of thofe that lic in Wait to

deceive ; this tends to our increafe in Good-
nefs, butunfixednefs to the very contrary,
for how can a Plant thrive that is frequently
remov'd ? Such as are unftable as Water,
like Ruben, are not like to prevail,

Again, a Minifter of CurisT fhould feed
his Sheep by the Word preach'd, in the
followiny Manner, viz, "

k.
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1t. Soundly and orthodoxly, the Mi
nifters of Cur1:T fhould fpeak nothing but
the Werds of Truth and  Sobernef, nothing
but the Things thet become found Doltrin,
Tit. 2. 1. According to the Holy Scriptures,
which are both a certain and fufficiént Rule
for our Dircltion, in matters of Faith and
Praltice, able ts make the Mai of God pesfeél,
and throughly furnifi-od to every good Werk.
It Behoves and becomes an Embaflador to

keep Clofe to his Inftructions.
2dly. The Minifters of CurisT fhould
Preach plainly, avoiding all vain Oftentation
of Learning, waving fuch Phrafes as the
Peoplecan’t undezftand; forto what purpofe
s fuch preaching, but to declare the Spea-
kers Pride, o beat the Air, and fhoot over
the Hearers Head's? What is it but giving
them Bran inftéad of Bread, and fpeak-
ing to them in a firange Language ¢ The A-!
poftle Paul tho’ @ learned Mon didn't preach,
to the Corinthians with the inticing Vordso}
Mans Wifdom, 1Cor. 2. 4. But by what has
been faid, I woudn't be undcrf{ood to in=
finuate any Thing againft a grave, and
decent Stile of Speech, for this the Apoftle
himfelfus'd ; tho' s¢ s by the Foolifbmef;
‘ of

. ¥ oW~
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of preaching t/.uzt( G 0171 faves thofe that be
freve, yet it is not by Foolith preaching.

3. The Minifters of Curist thould
preach prudently, Co/. 1. 28. They ought
to chufe fuch Subjects to preach upon as
are beft fitted to the Times and Places
they live in, and infift moft upon fuch Sub-
jects as are of greateft Importance ; thiv
was the Apoftle Paul’s Practice, he preach’d
Repentance towards God, and Faith toward:
our Lord JEsus CerisT. They thould lav
the Foundation both in Doctrinals und
Practicals betore they build the Superitrue~
ture; the Milk of firft Principles plinly
opened, fhould be miniftred to thote that
are but Babes in Underftanding, as well as
the Meat of abitrufe and fublime Points to
thofe that are ftrong Men, »

And feeing that Converiion to God is the
Foundation of practical Holinefs, the Mi-
nifters of CHrisT thould bend the ftrength
of their Labours to promote it by all proper
Methods, firft attempting to 2lirm the
fecure by the Terrors of God, and bv
unhinging the falie Foundations of their
Hope, and then by opening CurisT inall
the Charms of his Perfon, Offices and

B Relations
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Relations, Sufferings and Obedience, and
in all the Beauty of his Snfficiency and
Love. Afterthe Underftanding is inform'd
by acalm and methodical Explication of
divine Truth, doubtlefs allthe other Pow-
ers and Paffions of the Soul fhould be pa-
thetically addrefs’d with proper Arguments
and Incentives, both of Terror and Love ; |
all the Arts of Perfuafion fhould be us'd in
order to compel Sinners to come in to the
Gofpel Feaft.

4. The Minifters of Christ fhould
preach boldly, with Tongues inflam'd by
a Coal from the Altar ; as' Embaffadors of
the great God they thould declare hisTruths
authoritively, 1. Tim, iv. 11, Thefe Things
command and teach. ‘The Minilters of
Curist thould ¢ry aloud and not [pare,
they fhould frew o Judah their Tranferefl-
ons, and to the Houfe of Jacob therr Sins;
no Man’s Cenfure fhould deter. them here-
from. - |

5. They fhould preach jfarehfully ; as
Stewards of God's Houfe, they thould give
to every one his Portion in due Seafon;
as they fhould Minifter the wholefomeFood
of Inftru€lion to the Ignorant, fo likewife

| ~ the
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the bitter, but needful, Food of Reprool
to the Obftinate, and the fweet Food of
Confolation to the Difconfolate,  Minifters
are not only com'mndgd to cry alond, but
to comfort God's Pespls : They thould fol-
low the Order of tﬁe Spirit; and try to
wound before they heal, by densuncing
the Vengeance of an inc enc’d Diety againit
the fecure and impenitent ; in this tizcv

thould be Boanerges; or Sons of” Thunder;
to fuch their Adﬂ‘reﬂ?ss, at Times; lhomcl
be like claps ot Thunder, and flathes of
Lightning.  But to the broken in Hears,
they ﬂwould be Barnabas's, Sons of Confo-
lation, .oe Lambs they | fhanid carry, as it
were, in their Arms; and lead z‘I:a/e qentiy
that are with Yiung 3 and in \/Ixnutrmsr ri-
vate Reproof; much Caution and Ten er-
hefs thould beus'd; leaft Perfons be enrag'd
inftead of being retorm'd,  The bitter Pl
of Reproof fhou'd be dipt in Sugar, ad &x-
cellent Example of this we have in n ourLords
Repfoof GF the Church of Eplefus; Rev.
i, 1. 2. 4. firlt he commends themi for
what Was pratlc worthy, and then intros
duces the Reproof, hevertbelefs, I bave fome-
wbat againft thee. TheMiniters of CHisT
B 2 ihou‘d
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thould deliver the whole Council of God.
without keeping back any of it

6. They fhouid preach frequently and
affeétisnately, they mult be inftant in Seafor:
and out ot Seafon, reprove, rebuke, exbort’
with alllong Sufferring and Doétrine, Pau!
exhorted the Epbefans with many Tears,
and he was pleafed with Timorhy's Tears,'
Niinifters thould -be Men of Bowels, a: well
25 of Brains, O! with what compaffionate re-
lentings fhould they addrefs a perithing fe-
cure World, and with what pitéy and bleed-
ings of Heart {hould they bind up wound-
ed Souls ? But
2. The Miritters of Curist thou'd feed
his Sheep by the Sacraments, difpens'd re-
verently and regularly according to his
Inftitution, go and baptize all Nations ; &
this in Remembrance of me . By Bapiifn we
are initiated into the vifible Church of
CurisT ; and by the Lord's Supper we ce-
lebrate the memorial of his dying Love, by
this golden Conduit the blefled Head of In-
fluence is wont to communicate much
ftrength and {weetnefs to his People.
3. Another way of feeding CurisTSheep,
s by Difciplinc ; as we need the ftaff ot

Confolation
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Confolation to fupport us, fo likewife the
Rod of Difcipline to corret us ; without this
the Church of Curist would be like Lars,
a City without Walls; it is by this that un-
meet Guefts are kept from the Lords Table,
and other Cenfurcs inflited, according to
the variety of Offences, as well us remav’d
when Penitence is credibly profefs’d. The
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, or of the
vifible Church, whereby its Doors are o-
pen’d and fhut, are put into the Hands of
Curist Minifters. Here I would obferve,
that two extremes refpecting Difcipline
{hou’d be with equal care avoided, the firft
of which is, whennewTerms of Communion
are contriv'd, which Curist, the Head and
Law-Giver of his Church, has not made;
hercby fuch whom CHRIsT receives, are
rejected, and the Church torn into an In-
finity of Parts, The other Extreme is,
when the Terns that Curist has fixed
are not kept tp, but the Key of Difcipline
is entirely neglected ; thus the Church of
God is made a Den of Thieves, a Cage of un-
¢lean Birds, to the equal dithonour and de«
triment of Religion,

4. The
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4. Yhe Mlmi’cers of CurisT fthould feed
his Sheep by their fervent and believing Sup-
plications, 1 Theff. v. 23. They {hould con-
{’camly carry the Laff’ of their  People upon

their Bofoms in all their Supphcatlons be--

forc the Throne of God, as Aaron the
Names of the tweive Tl‘lbf‘o upon his Breaft
Plate; w ithout this their Miniftr ations are
not hke to be crown’d with Succefles.

| Thﬂ‘y fhould feed them by their Prac-
tice, which ought to be exemplary Tit. 11. 7.

o all Things ﬂ/cwmgr thylelf a Patern of
goed Works 5 and efpeud ly they thould ex-
ccl in thofe that are of moft difficult Per-

formance, fuch as' Self-denial, Humility,
Meckriefs,” Patience, Contentritent with their
Lot, Heaverly Mindednefs, Scbriety and
C/w /£y, fuch Virtues as the ¢y are wont to
be charg d with the want of, in them they
theuld excel. 'This will probqblym*iuencc
their Hearers in attr détmo the Affe&ionand
fmitation of fomc, and in conftraining a
fearful Veneration from others: This wxli
give Weight to their pubhck Difcourfes, and
make them more ¢ piercing to theConfciences

of hﬁcw
But
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" But when Minifters %y their general courfe
of Prattice, contradict their publick Dii-
courfes, they are like to have but little Im-
preflion  upon Mankind ; for what do they
look like, buta Scene of Mockery and Hy-
pocrify # Who can think that fuch are in
earneft, who do not regard what they fay
themfelves? Mankind will be induc’d to
believe (and that not without Reafon) that
fuch do but act a part in their publick Per-
formances, in order to fecure a private In-
tereft: Mankind have Eyes as well as Ears,
and are apt to be more influenc’d by Ex-
ample than Precept,

I proceed now to the next propos'd,
which was to fhew wbherein the neceffity of
Love to CHRIST appears, in order to feed
the Sheepof CHRIST to purpofe, And,

ift. Without Jve to Chrift theyare not
fit to encounter, with Courage, the Dan-
gers that attend their Work ; they are
apt, thro’ Cowardice and carnal Policy to
take fuch Mecthods as rather ferve to fcreen
themfelves from the Crofs, than to bring
Sinners to CurisT. Surely if we gleajé Men
we are not the Servants of Jesus CHRIST.

2. If
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2. 1t Minifters love not Curist, they
arc not difpos’d to perform the Dutics of
their Place with perfevering Diligence :
How thall they love the Work when they
hate the Mafter ? And if they lovc not the
Work, is it rcafonable to fuppofe that they
will be diiigent in the Performance of it ?

3. If Minifters love not CurisT, they
arc unfit to bear with Patience the Difficul-
ties that attend their Work ; and does not
their Impaticnce yefleét Difhonour upon Re-
ligion and mar the Inteceftsof it? And

4. Without love how fhall they fpeak with
Sympathy and Experience? And without
thefe, are not their Difcourfes cold and for-
mal? Again, |

. It Minifters love not CHrist, they
hate him, for there is no Medium between
thefc two; and what probability is there of
the Succefs of fuch ! (comparitively fpeak-
ing) | * ,

But I haften to the Iinprovement ; and

1ft. We may learn from what has been
faid, that Gracelefs Men are unfit for the
Miniftry, and therefore (hould not under-
take it ; I would therefore now propofe the
Queflion to you Sir (who intends to devote
| S yourfelf
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devotc yourfelf to theSGofpcl Miniftry in
this Place) which the Lord Jesus propos’d
three Times to the Apoftle Peter, do you
love the Redeemer in the Manner before
deferib’d ? If fo, (as we truft you do) feed
Cur:sT's Sheep and Lambs in the Manncr
before exprefled ; to this you fhould be in-
duc’d by the following Arguments,

1ft. The pofitive Command of CHrisT
mention'd in opr Text, thould conftrain you,

[feed my Shecp. |
2. The Honour and Glory of God is
concern'd in your conicientious Difcharge
of the Duties of the MinifterialOffice : Such
whom God Hongurs by putting them into
the Miniftry, are under peculiar Obligatiops
to honour God ; and alas! how exceeding-
ly is the venerableName of God blafphemed,
and his declaritive Glory eclips'd, Wien {uch
who profefs themfelves to be his Embaffa-
dors act unworthy of that facred Charéter ?
3. The Credit of your particular Pro-
feflion fhould alfo induce you to fidelity
and diligence in the Work you are going to
undertake : Many Men either wanting Time,
Capacity or Inclination to eyamine into the
Grounds of the different Sets which con-
titute
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ftitute the Chriftian World, do judge of
difterent Sets of Principles, rather accord-
ing to the Lives of their Profeﬂ'ors than ac-
cording to the Strength or Weaknels of |
the Arguments which are adduc’'d to fup-
port them. ,
~ 4. Another Argument is your ownCom-
fort in this World, as well as diftinguith’d

~ degree of happme(é in that to come, fuch
as turn many to righteoufnefs (hall fhine as
the Stars with diftinguith’d Luftre in
the Kingdom of thcxr Father for ever and
ever.

§. Another mducement is the fpiritual
Edification and eternal Salvation of your
Hearers ! O then be entreated fo to preach,
pray and live, as may tend to fave yourfelt

* and thofe that hear you.

- I'may add, Sir, to what has becn faid, that
the Confideration of the unfpeakable Worth
and perpetual Duration of the Souls of
Men, together with what the Lord Jesus

CuRrisT has done and fuffer'd to purchafe
their Happinefs, as well as the Account you
muft give before his Bar at laft of your
Stcwardﬂup and the drezdful Confequeaces
of Unfaithfulnefs, thould confpire to incite

you
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you to feed the '\Flo,ci of God to be com-
mitted to your Care and Charge, inthe man-
before related. And may the Almighty
God gracioufly affift you in his Service.
Who is fufficient for thefe Things? But
{eeing the Shepherd and the Sheep are core-
lates, and that the Performance of hisDuty
to them, dcpends, in fome Meafure, upon
theirs to him. I think it not improper, e-
{pecially upon this Occafion, to mention the
Duties which People owe to their Paftors,
which are principally thefe following, name-
ly, Honour, Obedience, Defence, Main-
tcnance,  And -
~1t. They fhould Honour them by a rea-
dy Reception of, and affectionate Love to
their Perfons, a high Eftcem of their Work,
and a fincere Reverence for their Office:
Hence is that memoruble faying of the
holy Jesus, Mat. x. 40. 41 He that re-
criveth you recerveth me, and be that receiveth
me receiveth bim that fent me: He that re-
ceiveth a Prophet in the Name of a Propbet,
fhall reccrve @ Prophets Reward. ‘The
Apottle Pawl commends the Galatians, that
they depifed bim mot upen the Account o
bis Temptations and AfffiGions, but on the
B | contrary
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contrary receiv’d himasan Angel of Gd,
yea even as CHRIST ¥ESUS; fuch was
the Strength of theirAfeétion that they could
have even pluck'd out their oun Eyes and
geven them tolim, had it been proper and
practicable, Gal. iv. 14, 15. The fime A-
poftle advifes the Church of Philsps to re-
ccivel‘;}papgbroditus, whom he cominends for
his Fidelity, Charity, Zeal and Sympathy ;
I fay he advifes them toreceive bim in
the Lord with all Gladnefs, and to bold fuch
in Reputation. Philip.ii. 29. |
It is alfo neceffary that the People high-
ly efteem their Minifters for their Words
Jake, for to this they are plinly and pun-
gently exhorted, 1 Thef. v, 12, 13. We
vefeech you Brethren to bnmo them which lo-
bour among you, and over you in the Lord,
and admonifh you ; and to ejbeem  them very
bighly in Love for their Warks Jake, aid be
at Peace among your felves, |
The Miniiterial Office in Regard of
it's intrinfick Dignity deferves Refpet, for
it negociates the moft noble ard important
Work that ever mortal Man was imploy'd
in, wz. The perfe@ Reconciliation and e-
ternal Salvation of undone and perithing
- | Creatures
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Creatures. And alfogin Refpect of the di-
vine Conftitution, this Office demands
Reverence, 1 Tim. v. 17. Let the Elders
that rule well be counted worthy of double
Fonour, cfpecially they who labour in the
Word and Doltrine; it is no doubt with
Defign to fhew the Dignity and Honours of
this Office, that fuch who are imploy'd in
it are cloath’d with the venerable Characters
of workers with God; Embaffadors, B:fkops;
Stewards, Angels, Stars.

2. Another Duty which People owe their
Paftors 1s Obedience in the Lord. See;
Heb. 13. 17. Obey them that bave the Rule

~ ever you, and fubmit your febves, for they iwatch
for your Souls, as they that muff grve Acs
“count, that they may do it with foy and not
withGrief. The Priefts Lips fhould pre-
ferve Knowledge, and the People fhou'd
feek the Law at his Mouth, for he is the
Meflenger of the Lord of Hofts: Anfwer=
able tothe excellent Pattern of the primi«
tive Chriftians, they fhould with hogy fe-
rioufnefs enquire of their Minifters sbe Way
to Zion, with their Faces thither ward, fays
ing Men and Bretbren what fballwe do to 6¢
Javed 2 AQtsii. 37. O! it never gosw:g
with
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with Socicties atgd ?)articulur Pertons, 'ull
it comes to this, until poor Sinners arc
firuck witha Senic of their perithing State;
and full of Heart uffecting Enquiries abou
the Way to eternal Glory and Bleflednets.
O ! its pity that many (hould fo much bufy
and buftle themfelves about fmaller Matter:
in Religion; about which wife and good
Men may be miftiken, which throush
Gods Mercy will never exclude them our
of Paradife, while in the mean Time
things of undoubted Certainty, and infi-
nitely greater Weight are fudly neglected !

v

And indeed People fhould not only ci.-
quire about their own particular Cate, but
giat of the Church in gencral; Hatch
man what of the Night ?

It is alfo the Duty of the People to attend
upon the publick and ftated Exetcifes of
Religion, they thould not forget the Affem-
oling of themfebves together, as the Manner
of forme 453 and that they may do this to
their eternal Advantage, fomething thould
be done before Hearing; {omething in the
time of it; and femething after it.  Impar-
tial Self -Examination; ferious Confideration,
and fincere Supplication; are neceffary Pre-

paratives
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paratives to our ri(ght3hcaring the holyWord
~of God.

And in the Time of hearing, we fhould,
with good Lydia, attend to the Things that
are [poken by the Preacher, without which
there is no probability of our profiting: As
it’s hard to hit a Bird on the Wing, fo it’s
Difhicult to fix an Arrow of Conviction in a
wandring Heart. We fhould alfo with thé
noble Bereans, try what we hear by the
touch-ftone of the divine Word, and find-
ing it agrecable thereto, we fhould receive
it believingly, as a Meflage fent from the
great God to us by the Mouth of his Ser-
vants, for the Word preach’d will not pro-
fit us, unlefs it be mix'd with Faith in thofé
that bear 1t. _ |
- Such as would receive Benefit by the
preach'd Word; fhould thirft after it as
new born Babes after the Milk of the Breaft ;
to them the Tabernacles of the Lord will
be amiable; and they will love the Place
~ where his Honour dwells. ‘
And fuch mutt/ay afide all Filthine(s and
Juperflusty of Naughtinefs; and recesve with
Meeknefs the ingrafted Word wbich is able
to fave their Souls; being doers of the Wor;: .
and
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and not hearcrs only ; for without this, hear:
ing will but deceive and deftroy us.

 The Pratice of Ezekiel's Hearers it’s to
be fear’d is followed by two many of the
prefent Generation, they come to and fit
in the Houfe of God as his People, and with
their Mouth fhew much lrve; but their Hearts
goafter their Covetoufnefs, they bearGod's
Words but they will not do them. Their Mi-
nifters well modulated Voice, or flowing
Eloquence; pleafes their Ear and Fancy hke
2 Tune well plaid upon a mutfical Inftru-
ment, but does not profit their Souls, for
they remain unrenew’d and unreform’ d by
all the Sermons they hear:

. One thing more in the Time of He“rm"
I would earneftly recommend to you my
Brethten; and thatis, that you beware of
applying a wrong Portion of the Word to
yourfelves: Ye fhould impartially fearch
your State and Condition, and fee how it is
between God and your Souls,, and if upon
Examination ycu find yourfelves in an un-
tonverted Condition, apply the Threatnings
of the Word to yourtelve='~ if otherwife
apply the Promifes;

After
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After Hearing it’s neceffary to reflect up.

on what you have heard, and pray over
it.
A 3d. Duty which People owe thcn
Minifters, 1s Da’ ence againft Iny yury cffer'd
them, for this the Apoftle Pau/ praites Prif-
silla and Aguiila ; Rom. 16. 4. Who bave,
favs he; for my Life laid down their 0*’0)1
Necks , unto ackom not only I gz*ze Thanks
but all the Churches of the Gentils. F ot
the Protection of their Minifters they thould
fvnp icate Heaven, and that more efpecin=
ly in periiovs Times when their Lives arc
refqu’d by tie rage of Enemies, in Imita-
tion of the primitive Church for imprifon’d
Peter 5 but it is neceflary that thcy (hould
ordxmrﬂy and  itatedly implore the God of
all Grace, that he would fucceed and crown
with his fpecial and faving Benediction
their Labours among them, without which
they are not like to receive much profit by
them ; for this the Holy Apoftles earneftly
b»iona;ht the People among whom they
preacii’d, |

Brethren pray for us, thata Door of Ut-
terance wnay be given us.  Ye may the ra-
ther be excited to this by confidering that

C vour
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voui Minifters en(cresz?ng Endowments and
Afliftances will redound to your own Bene-
fit.

A 4th Duty which People owe their Mi-
nifters is Mazntenance, Gal, vi, 6. Let him
that is taught in the Word communicate to
bim that teacheth in all good Things ; this
Maintenance ought to be fo liberal as to
rrcvent his being neceflarily embarafs'd for
s own, or Family's Support, in the Cares
and Bufinefs of the World, and fuch as
will enable him to be charitable to the Foor
n Zeneral, and hofpitable to Strangers in
particular, as well as to make fome Provifi-
on for his own Pofterity. It would be
hurd to deny Minifters that Affetion to their
own, to which there is fuch a ftrong Inftinct
in Nature, and for which there are fuch ex«
prefs Commands in Scripture : The ﬁin%;y-f
nefs or negle@t of People in this Matter has
fomctimes expos'd generous Minds to great
"Temptations, and been no fmall Let in their
miniterial Work, The aforefaid Duties I
would urge by the following Arguments,
w/s. The Honour of God and Religion,
vour Minifters Comfort, and your own E-
dification,

And
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And 1ft. The great God will be honour’d

by your Obedience to his commanding Ay-
thority in the Duties before mention’d, and
the infinitely valuable Interefts of his holy
" Religion would gain Ground by your re-
gular and confcientious Obfervance of thc
Duties you owe to the Difpenfer of it.
2dly, Your Minifters Comfort and Ule-
fulnefs in fome Meafure depend upon thc
Performance of the aforefaid Duties. Com-
fort and Ufefulnefs are Rclatives, in fome
Meafure that which promotes the one pro-
motes the other, and that which obftruéts
the one, often obftructs the other. When
People fuffer their Minifters and their Fa-
miliesto be pinfh'd by Penury and Wani,
this with the Cares, Labours and Sorrows
which attend their Work (being depiiv'd
of the common Advantages others have to
provide for their Support) will ina courfe
~ of Time difpirit them with melancholy, and
render them unfit for their minifterial La-~
bours, |
~ Farther your Edification depends upon
the Performance of the aforefaid Dutics;
for how can ye expet that your Minitters

Laboury
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Labours will be  blefy’ d o you, to whow|
vou perform not your Obligation ?

I need not add, that you are to be bound
by folemn Promiics to perform your Duty to
each other, which if either of you negle&,
you will be guilty of Covenant ‘breaking:
Now that ycmay improve to your eternal)
Salvation the Mcans of ‘Divine Grace, O!
think upon the unfpeakable Value of them,
as well as the uncertainty of their continu-
ance with you, and yours with them. Is
not Life and Immortality brought to light
by the Goipel? While ye have the Light
O walk mit. 2 Cor.vi, 1.-2. W2 then as
Terkers tegether scith Lim, hefeech you i
that ve recoive not the Grace of Ged . (the
Dodtrine of Grace) /n <ain. Behold now #s
the geeepted Time, v 15 the Da) of Saka-
fion.

O contider that your Life is but a Va
- pour, which appears for a little Time and)
then vanithes away,  ETERNITY i iong,
and vour Souls pxccmug vour Damnation
wiii not only be afcertain’ d, but aggravatcd
by the abufe oi the ’\/Ieans of Mercy, bow:
Sodll yeefcape if yencgledt Jo great Sctvation ?
It fkall be more tolerable for Sodom and Go-

meral
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morba in the Day of the Lord, than for you.
Now if you would obtain the Blefling of the
Gofpel, kecp the Unity of the Spirit in the
Bond of Peace, and follow the Things that
make for Peace, and Things wherewith one
 may edify another,

I conclude with the Adyiceof the Apoftle
Pauito theChurch of Phikips, Philip. ii. 1, 2.
If there be therefore any ‘Confolation in
CHRIST; 1f any Conifort of Love, if any
Fellowflip of the Spirit, if any Bowels and
Mercies, fulfil ye my oy, that ye be like
wunded, baving the fame Love, being of one
accord, of one Mind. -

FI1INTIS




| ERRATA
PAsge 8, line 15, for contended, read
- contented. p. 12. 1, 23. f field, r. fold.
p- 18. L 2. f Snfficiency, r. Sufficiency.
. 21. L 12, £ Chrit, r. Chrift's, p. 24,
» 20. f.comparitively, r, comparatively,






