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k. M Strive to enter in at the ﬁm:t Gate:
For many, 1/ay unto you, will feek io enter in, and
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OF THE ‘
Scribes @nd Pharifs
CONSIDER’D.

LEABEARLLROSLELE 5SS
MATTH V. xx

{ Br1fay unto you, That except your Rig bteaufnefs foall
| exceed theRighteoufnefs of the Scribes and Pharifees, ye
{ Jbllin no Cafe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.

HESE W/ ords are as weighty and fo-
lemn, and as mnch deferve and re-
@ quire our ferious and fpeedy Confide-
@ nration and clofe Application, as an
@® I know of in the whole Book of Gpd.
It is a moft difficult Task to bring
@® back fecure Sinners to the ferious
Search of their State towards God,
| 108 their Springs of A¢tion ; they conclude without an
Inpartial Yryal, without Reafon, that they are in a fafe
Coudi »and {0 go on building a Fabrick in theTA;Zir.
oe oy
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2 The Righteoufnefs of the

They endeavour to grow in Grace, before-they gt
‘ Gracz. But can the fond and groundlefs Notions of
Men'’s Brains alter the Nature of God and of Things?

Will a Building ftand well without a Foundation, orup-

" on a {andy oRe ! Would it not be better for Manking,

to labour with Imgpartiality and Speed to know the worft
of their State, while there is an Opportunity to get it
alter'd? '

{s it reafonabl= for Men, in order to prevent a litte
necedury and tranfient Trouble of Mind, to rufh upon
the Boflss of God’s Buckler ? To rufh againt the ftrong-
et Remonitrances of Conicience am} of God, into mex-
preflidle, incomprehenﬁblg, mtolerg'ule,and eternalTor-
ments ? Is not this juft asita Man, in orderto efcape the
Bite of 2 Musketoe, would run his naked Bofom againft
a drawn Sword ? .

I am orieved to Lehold the prepofterous Pradtice .of

B . . . . .
maty of this Generation, who like: foolith Children a;e
attempting to raite aSuperfiructure, before they lay the
Fou:zdation. |

I would to God, that that golden Saying of our Lord,
Acorrupt Tree cannit bring forth good Frust, was better
underftocd, and more ferioufly ponder’d upon, by the
Profeflors of this Age .

if alithatare l’hi’gﬂ of the Flefb,beFlcfb, and if be that 15
in th o/, (i.e. unconverted) cannct pleafeGad,or P:‘;
forin acceptable Service, any more than 2 Th'omf‘ih:
bring forth Figs, ora ThiftieGrapes ; thenitis Ot %
laf Morment for us, to begin at the right End of Religr
on, by enquiring intn out Hearts andP.rmmples off‘\., 4 ':
and not refting ’till we come to a (c.nptural Coﬁt's?{ﬁ“) .
bout our prefent Stare. Ifit be goa.., we need tht;d :
fort of it,;n a World of Labour and Sorrow ; if "&i-
need to k.aow it, that fo w. may be affected thh,tb:O &
feries of it,and fo withEarne{tnefsufe prf)(;pe'rMeeml:e o
tain anEfczpe. 1fMen know not theMiferies of t

turalState,how fhatl they be duly affeéted with what %
Know not? And if they be nat deeply affected, hov’ ®

it be reafonably fuppofed that they will ufe Violenc® X

. Vior
take the Kingdom of God ? And without 2 holy Lends

“gﬁat Caufe of the lamentable Decay of Religion in
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Scribes and Pharifees | confider’d. 3

ice or Importunity, what Reafon is there to expc& an
lerelt in it ?

Confcience and Credit excite many Men to take fome
(e of their outward Acions, and having cone this,
ey reft (ecurely with the old Pharifees: Many now-
tiays cleanfe the outfide of the Cup and Platter, but
kave the infide foul and neglected.

This being the Cafe of Multitudes at this Time, Isit-
wt neceffary to found the Alarm of God’s Judgments;
tcry aloud and not {pare, to thew to Fzdah their Tranf-
grefions, and the Houfe of Facob their Sins? To try
bthe Terrors of the Lord to perfwade Men? For this
e have the Example of our Saviour in the Text under
ws prefent Confideration ; which, doubtlefs, however
itmay {feem to the Sons of this Generation, was a terrible
hradox in the Age in which it was {fpcken ! For then
e Seribes and Pharifees had the greateft Fame for Re-
ligion, and took more Pains ahout it thar any others; fo
that the People of hat Age had a common Proverb,
Thatif but two were faved, one would be a Scribe, and
the other a Pharifee. | | )

Seeing that Life and Immortality are bro't to Light
bythe Gofpel, itis well worth our Labour, to enquire,
Vpon what Terms an Intereit theréin may be obtained.;
Tothis our Lord givesa plain and pungent Arifwer, it
e Words of the Text, which infortn us, That except
% Righteoufnefs thall exceed the Righteoufnefs of the

foes and Pharifees, we fhall in no Cafe eater into the
Nisgdom of Heaven. -

Bythe Kingdom of Heaven here, we are tiot to under-

di-?hc vifibleChurch, aselfewhere the Termis taken,

itthe Seat of the Blefled’; for we have too great Rea-

0 believe, That many who have nota Righteoufnefs

“Teeding that of the Scribes and Pharifees, are too eafily
tted s Members of the vifible Church.

é’:e lax Method of AdmifTion to facred Commuhion;

bdstoo generally obtained among the Protefant
Wirehes, more efpecially of late, has been, I believe

’

' This, the firft Fathers of thit Country, who had
wuch

L]
Ay,
.

Je— -—
!
'
i

4«




4

4 The Righteoufnefs of the

~ * much of theSimplicity andPower of theReligion ot.'Cbriﬁ,‘
were very fenfible of, as appeared by their Pra@ice re-
fpe@ing Church Fellowfhip. ‘ o
But however Hypocrites may, by their fpecious Pre-
tences deceive and intsude, or by the Carelefsnefs of
Watctmen obtain a Place in the @j/ih/eChurch, yetthey
fhall in no Cafe enter into the invifille, viz. the Kingdem
of H:aven ; all their Pleasand Pretences v.vill be beffied
and rejected, their Mouths fhut, and their falfe Hopes
turncd into everlafting Difpair and Horror! -
The Paradife of God is compared toa Kingdom, to
fignify the Order and Harmony that there fubfifts, 28
well as the impregnable Streng h of the Piace, and the
univerfal perpetual Subjeion nf all its Ink}abltants, to tb{e

- Empire of the great GOD, the King of Kings.
Now in order toexplain thefolemn Propofition of our -
Saviour in the Wotds before us, 1 intend to purfue the

following Method,

Y

Inthe firft Place thew, what the Righteoufnefs of the
Scribes and Pharifees was. And .

Secondly, /' berein we muff exceed them vporn Pamqf
Death. And .

. Thirdly, Offer fome Things to confirm aad illufirate
the Propofition. We return to the firft.

The Scribes were Writers of the Law, and the Pha-
rifees a firi@ religious Se@ of the Fews, who trufted they
were righteousznd cdefpifed others, of thefe many WB?:
pudblick Teachers of othere, But before | fpe?d
of the Righteoufnefs of the Scribesand Pharifees, ] Wl:)\lh
premife this,»7z. That ! intend to difcourfe upbn thles
Attainments of the {tricteft of them, and that with ¢ :
View, that what thall be faid may have the greater Ten
dency toconvince the Secure. .

Some of the Pharifees were grofs Hypocrites, ‘z“
took up a Cloak of Religion, in order to fecure WOqu
Gain ; fora Pretence they made long Prayers, thatbt ¥
might dewonr Hidows Houfes. Some were muc oo
Oftentation in Alms-giving, and other Duties. Bu

are not to imagine that this was the CharaGer and Tﬂ“‘

 bad amoral Integrity and Serioufnef:.
Until we exceed the higheft Reach of the

leaft Ground for Peace ond
quire more partic
deconC Table of the moral La

idox Sects of the jewith Nation,
infidel De

R
!

b1g
“ae now-a-days, who,
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per of the whole Se@®. No, not at all ; the young Man
of the Gofpel, Paul Lefore his Conver(on, and the fool-
th Virgins were of another Stampand Difpofition ; they

Now Bretbren,

veft Sort of
the Pharifees and all other Hypccrites that have been

upon the Stage of Time, I can’t fee that we have the
uiet,
ghteoufne(s of the Scribes and Pharifees

. The Ri may
be f2id 0 confiit in thefe two Generals, vig. 17 In a
wiiain Blamelefsnofs o Freedem frum orofs Crim's.  And
wly, In a ftrict Conformity to iie morel and cereminial
Laws.

“Asto the Law,

Rl 3 Chap. B

Scribes and Pharifees confider'd.

Paul, while a Pharifee, was blamelefs,
ut it may not be improper here to en-
ularly, How ftrictly and pun@ually the
med the Duties required by the fir(t and
w, as to the Letter of

‘Pharifees perfor

them.

~ They not only believed that there was a God, but
were very zealous in celebrating the Duties of his W or-
hip ; they were certainly one of the moft found arid or-
much preferable to the
» (who in many Things refemble our modern
ifts,) they were diligent in atter.ding puldick
Payers at the ftated Seatans : Hence we find that the

Sadducees

Pharifee is faid by our Lord, togo with the Publican to

the Temple to pray; as, no doubt, many of beth forts
dothis Night. They were alfoftrict in obferving the
Wties of Family-Religion; which fome thisk is intended
by that Paflage of our Lord refpecting them, 27z, That
¢y pray’d ftanding in the Corners of the Streets, 4. e.
f'Ythey., in Corners of Houfes ; they were not atham’d
erform the Duies of Religion in the moft publick
confpicuous Places, altho’ they muft needs know,
%t this would expofe them, in all probability, to the
unts and Fleers of the Sadducees, who could not
Mok even fo rauch as the dead Form of Religion ! This
reater Length than many Pretenders to Chriftianity
when they come to irreligious
B Places,

VAl
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é The Righteoufnefs of the
Places, foon lay afide their Form, and turn with the
'Tide,

The old Pharifees pray’d fecretly many fcores of
Times in a Day, they had Prayers fuited to every Ug-

currence, which they punctually usd. It is ftoried of

them, that fome of that Sect, io order to excite them-
{elves to {ecret Devotion in the night Seafon, were ufed
to puta bra’s Bowl by their Bed-fide, and hold a Bullet
in their Hand, that io by the Bullet’s falling into the
Bowl, they mizht be alarmed to Prayer.

The Pharifees had alfo a great

HOVAH in their common Difcourfe. And fo firid
were they in the Obfervation of the Sabbath, that they
fuperftitionfly charg’d our
doing W orks of Neceffity
Sick, and relieving the Neceflities
The Fame which the Pharifees
asto Relizion, neceflarily fuppofes,
therm were {irictly

T hat a Number of

ofthe firft Table of theLaw, yet if they obferve not the
Laws of Honefty, in civil Life, they’l foun crack their
~ Credit. | .

As to Chaflity ; the Pharifees were fo {trid, ’that it 18
reported of them, that they wore deep brim’d Hatts,
Jealt thro' the Windows of the Senies, ‘
fhould be (tain’d by tempting Objeéls, and thus indalge
unchait Meditations. ,

It is certain, that the ald Pharifees, had a Zeal fW the
Coed of the Souls of their Fellow-Creatures, and this tl&g
expret’d by much Pain and Labour: They compatic
Seaand Iand, to make Profelites to their Se&t. n
Z.eal was ting'd with that of a party Spirit ; and thus !
is with their SuecefTors at this Day. There abe
rigid Digetss of all Sects, who are more zealouSt
tything Mint, and Annis, and Cummin, than about <&
weighticr Matters of the Law ! more ftudious 0
litePeop!e to their feveral Parties, than to CHRIST.
that are juftify’d by CHRIsT’s Blood,

Veneration for God’s |
Name : they they wou'dn’t mentign the Name of JE- B

Lord with a Breach of it, fef |
and Mercy, in healing the .
of Nature. g
obtain’d and retain'd &

honsft in their Dealings with Men;
for whatfoever Regard Men may pretend to the Dauties

their Minds.

Their
masy

¢
Y

and fanﬁify'd:i:
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Scribes and Pharifees confid.r'd 7

bis Spirit, upon Earth, will doubtlefs agree in Heaven ;
.nd therefore they fhould not julNe in the Way toit.
- Weareinform’d, Luk. 18. 11,12, That the Phari-
Jee food and prayed thusiuith kimfelf, GOD I thank thee,
P that 1am mot as other Men are, Extcriioners, Unjufi.
W Adulterers, or even as this Publican: I faf twice in ivte
Week, Igive Tithesof all I pe[lefs. -
~'But toexplain and illuftrate this Head of Difcourfe,
§ let me offer a few Inftances more. |
g That of the young Man in the Gofpel,is very memora-
: He was corcerned about the Salvation of his Soul ;
| be gave our Lord a civil Salutation, Gosd Mafer, faid
| be, What fball I do to inkerit eternal Life? And in his
ll Anfwer to our Saviour, he afferted, That be bad kept ali
, \beLawsfrom bis Zouth up, ( i.e. outwardly ) which éur
Lord did not contradi¢t. Which of you now in this
great Affembly, exceeds that young Pharifee?

" The next Inftance I would mention,is that of Pau/ be- -
¥ fore his Converfion, of which we have an Account, Phil.
R 34Chap. He fays of himfelf, T'hat 7/ 'any Man tkinketh,
tbat be bath wheresf be might trufi inthe Fiefh, ( i.e. in
bis: own Righteoufnefs ) be more. He further adds,
T}\at be was of the Steck of irael, of the Tribe of Benja-
R 0, an Hebrew of the Hebrews ; touckisg the Law, a
Pbari.fee s concerning Zeal, perfecuting the Church ; as
tuching the Righteoufnefs which is in the Law, blamelefs.
d Well, my Fatkers and Brethren, See what a dreadtul
| Pitchin Religion this Phari/ee came to, and yet was
R %0t £>much asconvinced! Which of yon now exceeds
the Atrainments of this Man, while under the Curfe of
| CHRIST? Don’t fay within your felves, that you have
| 4brabam to your Father. 'What will your good Paren-

§ “eeavail you, unlefs you walk in the Steps of their Sim-

Plicity, F aith, and Holinefs, but toaggravate your ever-
 ‘dlling Pains ? becaufe of your rebellious and ungrateful

the | “"()Oﬁng of the Light of their Inftructions and Exam-

N
i

ot §:2€! MayInot fay unto you,as my Mafter ence did to

€ Yews, Ye are of your Father the Devil ; for bis Works
| ,’,z;”‘” do. A Pagan could fay,Quz avi et proavi,&c.
;' A8t our Parens and GrazgloParents have done, are

2 | not
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e The Righteoufucfs of the

pot out’s Think not that your being admitted ts out.
ward Ordinances, will fcrezn you from GOD’s Ven-
geance ; this was the foolith Confidence of the carnal
Fews, viho faid, The Temple of the Lord, the Templo of the
Lord, ar: thefe. Saul, 3 Pharifee, was circumui’d, and
no doubt he partook ofthe Paflover: Do you depend
upon the foundnefs of your Sect, and inoffenfivenets of
vour Life; why Saul was of the £ri.7(f2 sef? olthe Fews,
and as to the 1.aw, Llamelel.

The lait [uftance | fhall mention, under this Head, is,
that of the fo0!i/h Firgins, recorded Maith. 25th Chap,
Were they not cail’d Vrrgins, b: caule ot their chafe and
recular Converfation ; did they notcarry Lamps, whiche
thews their Profcflion of the frue Religion’; did they not
keep Company with the Wife, which {uppo.es that they
had fome Love to thofe that were rruly good? And are
not their Lamps faid togo out? which ipeaks forth the
Moving they once had in their Affections towards
God and Goodnefs, like the ftony-ground Hearers, who
are faid to receive the Seed of the iford with Foy, but
wanting Root, in Time of Temptation fallaway. Had
they not a {trongConfidence that they fhould bekindly
accepted of at laft by the Bridegroom? Had not the wile
Virgins a good Opinion of them, and did they not take.
Pains themfelves to prepare for theBridegroom’sComing ?
Aud yet, behold and tremble, ye Pharifce; | when the
Bridegroom did coine, the marriage chamber Door was

ftovein their Faces : O confounding dreadfulDifappoint- §
ment ! Take Care, Friends, left after all your foundne® &

in Principle, ftritnefs of Life, Love to God's People, -
religious Affe@ions, Pains and Confidence, the Door of
Mercy, of Hope, and Salvation bea’t fhut againit you, |
Ly and by, forever!
But [ proceed to confider the
Second_general Head of Dilcourfe, which was, To .,
thew wherein we muft excecd the Righteoufnefs of the -
Scribes and Pharifees upon Pain of Death. I an{wer, 10
two Inftances, We mult receive that Righteoufnefs of
the Saviour by Jmputation which they rejeffed; and

have an inward Righteoufnefs by Implantation, which
hey wanted. And, L

i Saviour in his humbled State,

o A
Scribes and Pharifees confider'd. o |

1. I fay, We muft havean outward Righteoufnefs by
Inputation, which the Pharifees rejedted.

The Pharifees, as to the outward Part of Duty, did
well ; but herein they unhappily fail'd, they depended
gpon their Doings for Aeceptance withGod ; they truft-
ol in their own Righteoufnefs and cefpifed others : Yea,
$hey flighted Chrift himfelf, for as Fefus obferved, The
Whole necd no Phyfician, but the Sick ; they heal’d their
*ﬂighty Wounds by their dead Perforinances, and thus
remain’d infenfible of their abfolute N ced of an almichty

'Phyfician ! Being ignorant of the Righteoufnefs of GOD,
(i.e. of the Rightcoufnef of the Meflias, which was of
Gog the Father’s fending out and Acceptance) and go-
ing about to effablifh theirgwn, they ﬁd not [ubmit them-
feles tothe Righteoafnefs Of GOD. They fought after
Righteou(nefs ( or Juftification ) and did not find it, be-
caufe they fought it mot of Faith, ( 1. e. wholly by the
Righteoufnefs of Chriff, which Faith can only apprehend)
but, as it. were, by the PPorks of the Lew. Obferve,
They didn’t feek it wholly by the Works of the Law,
batin part : Theytho’t that their Obedience would do
' fimething towards their Acceptance with Ged ; that the
- Almighty would be induc’d hereby to pitty and pardon
th.em,and that it would be hard' Treatment, if the Al-
mighty thould reje¢t them, after all their goodM~>aning®,
Harmlefsne(s, and religious Labours.

But, to bring the Matter a little clofer, for the Difco-
very of Hypocrites, let it be obferv’d, That thofe who
receive the ontweard Righteoufnefs of CHRIST as Medi-
ator, are fir# convinc’d by the Law and Spirit, of their
Hant of Righteoufnefs, according to the Promife of our

4Viot Fob. 16.8,9. and thefe
onvictions are full, clear, conftant ; the Sinner i fo
convinc’d of Sin, in Life, Heart, State, and has fuch 2
lew of the Certainty, Dreadfulnefs, andEternity of that
.amnation he is hereby cxpofed to, that he is deeply
iftreffed in Heart, ( 2 wounded Spirit who can bear? )
and cannot reft ’till he finds Jesus: And that which
sacreafes his Uneafinefs, is the Sight and forrowful Senfe
. bas of his Ignorance and Inability to help himfelf ot:;'

T R
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10 The Rigiteoufus[s of the Scribes and Pbarifees confider’d. Iz
¥ lave the Love of God fpresd abroad in their Hearts ex-
imentally ; they have a Zendernefs for God’s Honour,

Ezt dom,and People. The
24 Particular, In which we muft exceed the Righte-
winefs of the Scribesand Pharifees, upon pain of Death,
athis, We muft have an isward Righteoufnefs by Im-
plmtaéim, or Infufion, thro’ the Spirit, which they

9

. The Pharifees fail'd in the main Spring of AQtion :

of his prefent State of Sin and Mifery ; and the Defpair
he has in the Help of all meer Creatures. Thefe
Things are fet in a ftrong Light, by that beautiful Paf:
fage, in the Epiftle of Pau/ tothe Romans, 7th Chap.and
3d Verfe, where he fays, That be was alive witbost the
Lawonce: i. e. befote the Law was opened in its fpiri.
tual Breadth, by the Holy Ghoft to his Mind, and fet
home with irrefiftable Energy upon hiz Heart; he was
alive to bimfeif, as his iaf# End, to the Law as a Cove-’
nant of Works ; he expected to gainLife by the Law;  Ji¥bey wanted the New-Birth: They were utterly defti-
he was al{o imaginarily alive, and was very perk and . [ of holy Principles, without which, A&ioms cannot
merry, as all natural Men are, before they are wounded [g#egood ; they ferv'd God in the o/dnefs of the Letter,
by the Law. Itsafad Sightto behoid how merrily they. @tutnot in the newnefs of the Spirit. Altho’ the Matter
go on to Damnatif§e; like Fgols in Bed/am, they fing Qutlieir AQtions was good, yet becaule they perform’d
and dance in thejr Shackels: Kt when the Law comes, [ %em by their ows ngth, and for their own Ends,
Sin revives in théWView, b-u asto its Numbers,Aggrs- Qdhiefly ; that GOD, whoisa Spirit, and to whom fpiritual
vations, and Condemnation, like a Lyon rampant, ready [ ®tvice is only acceptable, rejected them.
every Momentta deygur them ! Thenand not ‘till then, § When there is a Fault in the main Spring of a Clock,
the Sinner dies to himfelf, dies to the Law, digs to his | .&Motion muft be fopt for aTime, and the main Spring
former falfe Peace and Hope, and dies to all worldly | :ﬁrght, before it will anfwer its Defign in meafuring of
Hopes, Fears and Enjoyments! The Law flays him, @%®eHours: And thus muftit be with gracelefs Sinners ;
and he thro’ the Law, as an Inftrument, open’d and ap- | they muft, by Examination and Convi&ion, be bro’t to a
plied, dies to the Law, as a Covenant of Works. In ¢ «folgmtx Paufe, and then geta new Principle of A@ion in-
this Cafe the poor Creature cannot reft, ’till CHRIST be f}”d by the New-Birth,which will naturally and nccefla-
revealed and applied to his Soul, by the Word and Spirit | ily turn the free and general Byafs of their whole Souls
of GOD. | tovards GOD, and o prepare them fer, and difpofe them
Now, When the fick Sinner has got a Difcovery of Jj t8cceptable Service.
CHRIsT’s Fullnef:, Suitablenefs, and Willingnefs to }§ Now thofe that are born of the Spirit, -receive the
help the Diftrefled ; being fenfible of his abfolute Need § Kingdom of Ged as #istle Children, and generally favour
of JESUS,inall his Offices and Relations, he receives hlg“ | ?ﬁ the Things of the Spirit ; as little Children hunger
in everyof them ; and is willing,not only to be governd § ter the Milk of the Breaft, thus do they defire after the
by his Law, but tobear his Crofs, inits utmoft Extent. fucere Milk of the Word, i.e. the Truths of CHRIST,
And here let it be obferved, That Faith, which r¢ E'0xen fimply and favourily from the Heart, withoutthe
ceives the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, has effe@ual Iofia- § ™a AffeCation of humane Wit and Eloquence. Little
ence upon the Heart and Praétice; it purifics the Eearty §° ildren mourn at the Abfence of theirParents, and grow
worksby Love, and cvercomes the Horld. msm“{e; thus thofe who are born of the Spirit, bitter-
‘Thofe Perfons who receive theimputed Righteoufﬂefs § 7 bewnil Chrift's Abfence, and infatiably thirft and he-
of CHRIST, know what itis to be poor in Spirit ; what %‘mY labour for Growthin Knowledge, Holinefs, and
is to have Peace of Confcience, after Diftrefs, up{mﬁ’" efulness ; butPharifaes are contented with their dead
Application of Chrift to their Souls ; as alfo what it ht:vt: Round of Duties, tho’ they make no more Progrefs
N than




12 . The Righteonfnefs of the Scribes and PBarifees cenfider'd.”

by sny, fo much as by that Sett of Men. Altho’ Phari.
tes make @ fair Shew in the Flefh, yet are the main
Sarings of their Obedience, mean and ignoble.
- Some are bro’t to this owtward Stri@nefs, meerly by
the Forcg of a religicus Education ; long Cuftom makes
e Performance of Duties eafy, as it were a fecond Na-
tare, fo that it creates Uneafinefs to negle¢t them.
- Some are regular in Life, thre’ /Fant of much Tempta-
#ios to the contrary. The Devildoes not tempt the Se-
are much, leaft he fhould fcare them out of his Clutches,
While the frong Man arm’d keeps the Houfe, all the Geods
BoreinPeace.  \Vhat tho’ a Rattle-Snake does not fpic
tsVenom in the Winter, for want of the warming
Beams of the Sun, yet it has the poifoncus Natare of a
Sake tRill. .
-Some obtain Credit among their fellow Creatures, or
W preferve it when obtain’d,labour for the eutward Form ;
Thisis their main Motive, and a wretched one it is.
Some are careful in the outward Duties of Religion,
thiefly in order to acquire or preferve Peace of Mind.
Some perform this outward Obedience, as§/zves, prin-
upally to e{;a/pe the Whip of eternal Damnation : If
you hold a Whip over a Dog’s Head, it will fcare him
bom fnatching at a Bone, which notwithfianding he has
igreat Love to.
. Others perform this pharifaical Obedience as Hirelings,
‘hfﬂy out of Refpet to the Wages; they imagine that
their rotten Truck of gracelefs Prayers, and other dead
uties, will do fomething towards the purchafing of
Sod's Favour for them. They think that if they do
¥hat they can, the Almighty will be in their Debt,
Beir Salvation will be certain. Theyimagine that the
will be induc’d by theirDoings, to fhew themKind-
Wfs rather thanOthers. But it is aot of bim that willeth,
¥ of bim tbat runneth, but of GOD that fbewetb Mercy.
1 'lfhus you may fee, Brethren, That all thisestward ({-
rolence, inafmuch as it {prings not from Lave t0 GOD,
'?;-;:‘ as its mainPripciple, but from felfib Refpef7s,
ey nand fordid, and tho’ it has a fair Sun, yet isit, up- -
> Saforefaid Accoust, ratten at the Core,

A C The

than a Door on the Hinges, or a turnfpit Dog in q
YW heel. x
From thofe that are born of the Spirit, o/d Things paf;
away, and all Things become mew : Their old falfe Peace,
falfe Hope, Hatred againft God’s Ways and People,
Pride of Heart, Covetoufnefs, and worldly Converfation
pafs away ; and now they fee divine Things in anew
and affg@ing Manner, and have a ncw Pliableneis of
Will, readily to comply with the Terms of the Gofpel,
a new Run of their Affections to GOD as their Center,”
a new Tendernefs of Confiience, a new Love to Egg-
mies, a new,and heavenly Converiatiot. Ho
I proceed to confider the

3d Genieral Head of Difcourfe, which was to offer
fome Confiderations tending to confirm and illuftrate the
Propofition of our Lord, in the Text we treat upon.

And herel may obferve, That an outward, or phari-

Jaical Rizhteoufnef:, does not anfwer the Demands of
the Law, which proceeding froma pure and perfedt Spi-
rit, requires not only an outward but an inward and
compleat Conformity toit: A pharifaical Righteoufnels
is defe@tive, and the Law curfes for the /eaff Lefeét, Gon
3. I0. ,

Neither does a pharifaical Righteoufnefs anfwer the
Demands of the Gofpel, becaufe it wants thofe main Prin-
ciples of acceptable Service, which the Gofpel requires
Namely, Faith and Love; without which, whatever
we 4o is Sin.

A pharifaical Righteoufnefs can neither prepare usfor
nor entitle us to eternal Bleflednefs ; becaufe it may cof-
fift witha ~averning Enmity againft God, his Waysand
People. 1his is evident from the Example of the ok
Pbarifees, who notwithftanding their Strittnefs, were 0
rulent Oppofers of Chrift and his Followers. And here,’
My Bretbren, Let me obferve, That if this Work of
GOD which ismore remarkably begun in New-Engl
of late, be carry’d on, you will fee fome that profes the
greate(t Regard to Religion now, ftand up and op kit
with implacableHate. Furmalifs canrot brook the Powdl
of Religion, our Lord ang his Apoftles were not OPqu
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And here, My Fathers and Bretbren, 1 would folettin-
ly in theName of the great GOD, myLord and Mafter,
ask yau, /¥ bat you shink of your State towards GOD?
Pray have you a Righteoufnefs exceeding that of the
Scribes and Pharifees, or have you not? Paufe a while,
nry Brethren, and let your Coniciences give an impartial
Anfwer to this important Queftion: O Confcience! i
charge thee,in the Name of the great GOD, to fpeak
the Truth: Is it fo, that our Rightcoufnefs muft exceed
the Righteoufnefs of the Scribesand Pharifees, upon Pain
of eternal Death? O what Terror does this fpeak to
thole, who habitually fai/ fbort of their moral Righte-
oufnefs ! A

The Pharifees abounded in the Duties of Devetion:

W hat will become of you then, who knowinglyand ge- §

nerally negle& fecret or family Devotion, or attendin
the Places of publick Worfhip? Will not God's Wratl
be pour'd out upon the Families that call not os his
Name ? If you defpife thofe who are fent by Chrift, do
you nc: defpife Chrift who has fent them, and his Fa-
ther alfo ? I! the Foolifine(s of Preaching ( i. ¢. a fimpht
Method of Preaching, from the Heart, without the Af-
fe@ation of “*’it or%logacis, which is reckon’d, by the
worldly Wife, Foolifhnefs ) be the appointed Mean of
faving thofe that believe, then how fhall thofe be faved
who donot attend upon it ?

The Pharifees had a great Veneration for ¢the bely
Nams of 01, and were {trict Obfervers of the Sabboth,
W hat then fhall tecome of you wicked Creatures, who
cufiomarily prophane his holy Name, and violate his f&-
cred Reft? Surely the righteous GOD will not hold you
guiitless, |

Were the Pharifees honef#, chaffe, charitable, :ealogu?
Then how dreadful is your State, who fall fhort habitt-
ally of thofe Hypocrites, upon whom our Lord denousc®
f> many Curfes { Arenot fome of you habitually dif1of’

eft, unchaft, uncharitable,and lukewarm abouthing;

Does not a terrible Damnation await you? Surely

Lord

Soribes and Pharifecs confidcr'd Ig

Y
Lord will fpue fuch fordid W retches out of his Mouth,
i, e. re;e@ you with eternal Abhorrence.

You prophane Herd of barden'd Mortals, who have
not fo much as the outward Form of Religion: Hear,
vith Confufion and Trembling, your Damnation de-
nounc’d by the Mouth of Chrift, in the Text I am now
difcourfing upon ; For I fay untcyou ( who am theTruth
and the Life ) that cxcept your Righteoufnefs fball exceed
the Righteoufnefs uf the Scribes and Pharifees, ye fhall in
» Cefe enter intothe Kingdom of Heaven. All ye Pub-
licans and Harlots, behold your difmal Doom exprefs'd,
1Cor. 6. 19, Imprime Verba.
~But perhaps you will fay, in your Excufe,I doexceed
the Righteoufnefs of the Scribes and Pharifees, for I de-
itve and zruf in the Lord Jesus CHRIST, which they
did not ; and 1 am fincere, thank God, but they were
grofs Hypocrites: Therefore I fcorn your Comparifon !
Infwery | fay, ftay Friend, not fo bafty neither; fuffer
me, for thy Convidion, to fpeaka Werd in behalf of the
old Pharifees.  You fay, you believe, and truft inChrift :
Well: Bat what is Faith ? You can’t tell. I fuppofe,
you never faw you was without Faith ; never felt your
Inapxlity to believe ; never feltOppofition made by Satan
%gainft yourFaith; never.felt theEffecs of Faith onHeart
or Life ; it’s probable your Faith never had fo much In-
fluence upon you, as the Faith of the Devils upon them,
lorthey leliezie and tremble. Y ou needn’t boaft of your
deag bypecritical Faith ;5 you'l furely go to the Devil
vith it, if you get no better. You fay, you truff in
Chrifp: Ay, truf ; withour Difficulty; witha whele
I'kaff: and unholy Pra@ice: Why, you truft in the
¢vil, and notin CHRIST ; for you have no Word of
rift to truft upon, while in your prefent Condition.
ou fzy’, you are fincere ; but what is Sincerity ? I€s like
iytou'can ttell ; What were you never without it ; has

Coft you nothing ; no Sorrow, no Mourning; then
m are withoutit ftill. Why yourSincerity is nothing

a moral Earnefinefs in leeking yourfelves as your J2ff
#: And hed not the Pharifees this? Yes, they had,
tnefs Saul; and the young Mas in the Gofpel.

n
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Thus
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Thus it appears, That your Righteoufne(s does not ex-
ceed the Righteoufnefs of the Scribes and Pharifees, and
therefore, fo continning, $e casnot enter into theKingdom
of GOD. '

Dear Bretkren, ani Fatbers; Are there not a great
Number in thislarge Affembly, ofold, middle-aged, and
young Yerfons, who have not exceeded the Righteouf-
neis o’ the Scribes and Pharifees, in the Inftances before
mentioned ? You, aged Perfons, W hat fay ye to this?
I: not your Religion a meer dead Form, accompany'd
only with fome feifith Earneftnet:? Are ye not Stran-
g2r: to the receiving of that outward and :nward Righ-
reouines before expret’d? Search your Boloms by
‘it has teen {aid, and fee if ye be not in the Gall of
Bicerness. | know its hard for oll fecurc Profeffirs to
te.:a zgain, and caft away their fal.e Hopes; ity hard,
! contef: ; but yet it harder to be damn’d: Chufe you
wiich yeu will

And you middle-ag’d Pceple, of thirty Y ears old and
upwards, I ask you, in the Name of the great GOD,
wherein do you exceed the Rightenufnefs ot the Scribes
and Pharifees? Don’t you know in your own Conicien-
ces, that many of you are unacquainted with Poverty of
Spirt, and the new Birth?

And you, my cuazer Brethren, of fourteen Year. and
vy.ards; are not many of you in the fame doleful Cafe?
Poer Thirgs, Does not this Text condemn you (0 Hell,
i you continue thus ?

I would not pa’s aver the little Children, of fix Years
0'd and upward:. Altho’ che haeghty Pharifees thonld,
in their great Witdom, fr.zer at my Simplicity; Yoo,
dear lirtle cnes, are rot many of you alfo Strangers 10
¢he new Birth ? My bleffed Matter hzs faid, S fer itthe
Ones tc come wnto me, for of fuch is the Kingdom of f‘f‘f'
wen.  You are not too young, dear little Creatures 0
mourn over Sin, aod to come to Chri’t. .

How wretched is the Case of all the Formalifs in this
Adembly? Woa to you Scribes and Pharifees, FYP”
crites, ye make olean the outfide of the Cup and Yt
ter, while theinfide is left unclean : You are like w;g

Scribes and Pharifees confider'a. 1y

ted Sepulchres, which appear beautiful qut
are within full of dead Mm Bones, and:ll l‘::‘t’?:mle!}suf
YeSerpents, ye Generation of Vipers, how thall ye ef-
cape the Damnation of Hell? Behold, the Ax is laid to
the Root of thg Tree, every Tree that bringeth not
tl'_grrt:x good Fruit, thall be hewn down, and caftinto the

1
Allyou Publicans and Pharifees, in this

ly to your own Confciences, tfhe ’Threaél?:: b:% :gr
p rd in this Text, 22 fball in no Cafe enter into the King-
Hm of GOD. No! let the Devil,and your own falfe
fem-ts, fay what they will to flatter you ; the Mouth
0K ‘Truth fays, That ye fhall, in#0 Cafe, enter into the
igdom of GOD. The Door of Heaven is fhut a-
gaintt you, and feeing there is no Purgatory, where muft
ty: g0 why into the Kingdom of Death, of Darknefs, of
¢ Devil, of Damnation! There ( if ye die gs ye are )
ge will fg&‘cr the Lofs of the blefed Gnd, wnd all the
C::?t_s of Heaven . Now your Minds are blinded, your
oo tcaence§ ftupify’d, your Hearts harder’d, o t*at you
b petceive your Lof, and ye are amus’d with world-
1\):]' Bo;.;’ts, and l:._ntertainmcnts: But by and by, your
dx’fln[: ; will t')e snhghten’d to take a View of vour ditemal
toli"d Lofs! Your fecure Confciences will be alarnv'd,
dc-:n{ig you with 'e:err’ml Refle&ions, which ye can aslit-
o n ure asavoid. Your curfed Hope,which makes you
wi;{ now,will then give Place to eternalDifpair! GBD
e read your Conhidence out of your Tabernacle,and
; g(iyou before the King of Terrors! You will be
og 'rlxlaked cfall your ternrralComforts, and not have
onm 1 as one Drop of Water to cool your flaming
then%l;w' 1't.e Springs of your now frozen Paffion, will
Thop, o;:t?n d:aj f_‘d run with inceflant,but ufelefs Streams,
it foali be /1 ceping and gnafhing of Teeth! faith our
" «rd. Never did2ay fomourn over the untimely
avement of a dear Relative, as you will over your
w?tllu_ir damned Souls! butin vain! Now if you wou'd
ill b tcm-s, it might be of faving Service : But thenit
floog, o‘(; late, too late! O when you think in the
¥y Vault, of the Calls, Warning: and Entreaties

you



e ol .

e Righeefufi of the

yos have had from GOD and Man, and of your wilfut-
Murder and Madaefs, in rejecling of them, how will it -

rend your curfed Sculs, with the acuteft Agonies, when

reflecthow you havefold your Souls to the Devil,
g?ﬂ Thing of Naught, and have taken fuch Pains to
compafs your own Ruin? You will be ready to tear your

own Hearts out with Indignation, and wifh you had no

Being ! ,

l’gm k, my Friends, How dreadful it will be to fall
:nto the Hands of the livingGOD! and tobe {wallow'd
up in the burning Main of hisflaming Jealoufy! to have
youe naked Souls eternally lafh’d with the Whip.of his
infenced Indignation !

O how fhocking is it, to be expos'd to intolerable, con-
tinual, inexpreffible; unconceivable, unavoidable, and e-
teynal Pains! <

. 'Y fecure Sinners, think on thefe Things, ’till you be
awaken’d, for ye muft be awaken’d, or damn’d !
" You that are but flightly convine'd, O think on thefe
Things, in order to get your Convi&ions faftned andri-
vited. Iam jealous over you, my dear Bretbren, witha
godly Jealoufy, leaft your ConviQions die away of their
own Accord, or be flightly heal'd. O don’t reft, for
Chrift's Sake, till Jefus be difcover'd and apply’d to your
Souls! Think often upo
the Uncertainty of the Spirit’s Stsivings, and the dreadful
Confequences of expiring Conviétions,before Converfion.
When the Bloffomsare nipp'd, what Expectation is there
of Fruic? Lon’t rufh to the Lord’s Table, till ye r&
ceive that Jefus, whois there reprefented.

One W ord I muft fay to thofe that are deeply convind

of theirW u:at of Righteoufnefs. DearCreatuares | There
_is a Baim in Gilead, thereisa Pbyfician there 5 the Lo

£sus has come to feek and [@ve thofe that are loft. He
receiv’d a Commiflion
the broken Hearted, and to corafort the Mourners:
invites you that labour and are heavy laden to come ®
Rimy and be ays he will give them Reft: He is able
Gaws tp-the uttermoit, all that come to the Father by bR
and. he:tisat cometh, he fays, he will in nowifecat them

n theUncertainty of your Lives,

rom his Father, to bind ¢

P
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Rof, Don’t be difceurag’d upon the Account

pofition that may be made againft you, or Conﬁ:;)yt tohg;
may be caft upon you, in your Way to CHRIST, either
| by Pharifees or Publicans. Some are fo perverfe that
{ they will neither enter into the Kingdom themfelv
yor fuffer thofe that are entring to enter: Methinksthe
i mightbe contented with their own Damnation. Deg'
| Bretbren, and Siffers! Let not thofe Things difmay
| you, it is an Honour to be dithonour'd by fuch People:

hat are the T'rifles that we can fuffer here, in Com:

B prifon of the Weight of &lory before us? Goon there-
L[] e.
E:‘e, in the Name of GOD, feeking JEesus, forrowing

g ‘tllye find him. #hich, may GOD grant, for CHRIST’S

- Joke.




