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Prefatory Addrefs

TO THE .

People of Nottingham.
My dear Friemds,

2&LL4& OU have been Eye and Ear-
&3¢ exgp Witnefles of furprizing {pinicual
% y 348 Conquefts wrought by the

5% 28 King of Ziom, thro’ the Mini-

83260008 firy of fome defpifed Servants

IR AN

EEEEPEP of Chnift among you. Thefe
. fuperpatural Effe@ts of the

Word with you, namely, humbling, renew-
1ng  and reforming of the moft proud,
prejudiced and profligate Sinners in many
Places, does plainly prove the Work to be
of God : For furely any Effe& cannot exceed
the Vertue of it’s producing Caufe. It is an
Evidence of awful Blin inefs and Prejudice in
any to afcribe chis Work to Naiare, or the
Devil; for a Man may as well make 3 .new
World, as renew his own Heart ; ‘Atd ¢o
A ﬁ 2 imagine




: 1magine that the Devil has a Hand in this
Work, is to fuppofe that he a&s contrary to
tiis own Intereft,and that therefore his King-
dom 1s divided againft 1t felf, and fo cannot
ftand. To afcribe the proper Work of God’s
t Spirit to the Devil by thofe that have been
'+ convinced,comes near to the unpardonable Sin.
- This was the Praétice of the Pharifees who
liv'd in the Time of Chrilt and his Apofiles ;
thefe Men notwitht anding of their {inié&
Form of Religion, wire the moft implacable
Oppofers of Chrift and Lis Followers, altho’
they had the cleareft Evidence of the Divi-
nity cf Chri’s De&rine and Miflion ; yer
thro the Prejudice of rheir natural Enmity,
together with their Fearof iofing their Ho-
nour and worldly Intere®, they fet them-

~ {elves to oppole the fpreading Power of God-
b linefs by blackening the Charaéter of the In-
ftruments whereby iz was progoted, that fo
they might prejudice thePeople againit chem,
and thus hinder t .e Succefs of their Labonrs.
In particelar, they reprefented them as dif-
ordzriy Perfons andDifturbers of the publick
Peace becaunfe they were not careful encugh
to oblerve the Traditions of the Fathers,and
on the Account of the Divifions and Diftur-
bances that attended cheir Labours in divers

- Places. Certainly, t:muft be acknowleds-
. =d that ChurchRules do notbind whén they
“hander theLdification of the Body,fer whieh
s they
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they are fuppos'd to be made, And is it
not reafonable to conclude that Rules which
may be proper in ordinary Cales, may be
hurtful in extraordinary ; and ctherefore may
there not be a Sufpenfion of fome Rules for
a Time when the Church 1s in an extraor-
dinary Situation, without the overthrow of
Difcipline. Do not general Rules admit of
Exceptions; and do not theFormers of Church-
Rules acknowledge them to be alterable ac-
cording to various Circumitances? Now to
bemore zealous about theOblervation of fome
Rules, than for the {preading Power of God-
linefs, does it not look like the Pharifees
tything Mint asd Annis and Cummin,while
10 the mean 1ime they negle@ed the weighe
tier Maccers of the Law 2 ‘

As to Diftucbances & Divifions which na-
tural Men are fo much afraid of,cur Lord has
warn'd us noc to think that he came to fend
Peace on Earth, but Fire and Divifion. It
15 not to be wonder’d at thac the Sced of the
Serpent fhould rife up and oppofe the Seed.
of the Woman, when the Kingdom of the
Devil 1s fhaken ; forchereby cheir falfe Peace:
1s difturb’d, and their Mafter isenrag’d, who
will doubtiefs influence his Servants to cen-
teNa {vu him. Contentions and Divifions even
emong Relations 1s no other than whar our
Lord foretold would be the Confequence of
the powerful preaching of his Gefpel.

My




My dear Friends, My earnelt Entreaty. to
you is, that you would fubmit to the Go-
vernment of Zion's King, and depend upon
his Power and Promiie that ne will, maugre
ali Oppofition of Men and Devils, promote
and maintain the Interefts of his Kingdom.

T add no more, but remain,

ZLours,

Nottingbam,
Sept: 24. 1740,

G. Tennent,




DISCOURSE

UPON THE

KinglyOffsce of €. brz/z’

PDALM i1, 6.

! YET have 1 [et my King upon my 601] Hﬁl
5 of Zionm.

@@ N the preceding Verfes we

?

have an Account of a cruel

gm Combination formed againit
Chrnift and his Caufe by the

Grandees of the Earth. Kings

,. and Rulers take Council together,
and (et themfelves againft the

Lord and his Anointed, (aying, &c. Great
Men, a.as, arefeldom Good. But the %’1«-‘
ly and Dapger of this impious Attempt is|
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~jaftly expos'd in the 4th and gth Verfes of
“thisPfalm ; where we are told that the great
Sovereign of the Univerfe who refts and
reigns in Heaven, derides their vain At-
tempts,which can no more difturb his Peace
contrcul his Power, or deftroy his Intereft,
than the Waves of the Ocean the firm Rocks
they dafh themfclves againft. But tho’ therr
deep Devices and effronted Efforts fhall be
furely rendered inefle@ual as to him againit
whom they are dire&ted, yet they will be
ruining to themfelves; for the righteousGod
fhall {peak to them in his Wrath and vex
them in his fore Difpleafure. And fucther
to encreafe the Terrer of Zion'sEnemies,and
revive the Hearts of her crue Friends, cur
Text opens to our view, a {olemn Defcrip-
tion of the Inveftiture of the Sen otGed in-
to his Kingly Office. Here let us con-
fider the following Particulars, |

2. The Perfor: invefling. 1; viz. God the
Fatber, as appears from the 7th Verfe, where
he {peaks concerning, his Son. Here theWord
I is taken oppofitely,as if the Lord had faid,
Altho’ the Kings of the Earth extol them-
felves, yet l have anointed my King, who
fhall con‘ound their Devifes.

2. The Perfon invefted, viz, The Meffias,
Jefus Chrift : This appears evidently trom
many Paflges of this Plalm : For in1t, ficlt
He is called exprefly the Son ¢f Ged, which
Charafer belongs to Chrift alone, Heb. 1.




A Son begotten by Ged to Day, i.-e Frody
Eternity, for this was {paken of Chrift leng
before hits Incarnation. | Again, He is repre-
fenced, Ver. 11. 12. as 'f;pgé'ﬂbjc& of rcligious
Worfhip, the Foundation oi Hope and Source
of truc Happinefs. And’in the 8th and 9th
Verles as having the Heathen for bis Inberi-
tance, and the utmoft Ends of the Earth for bis
Poffeffion. 1ts-alfo obferved in the gth and
12th Verfes that Deftru@ion and Ruin flow
from his angry Frowns. - Thele Things can
be jultly afcrib’d to Chrift alcne, and none
but he.

3. The Office in which Chnift 1s 1nvefted,
namely,that of a King,who 1s aMonarch and
Head of a Kingdom. Now Chrift 1s called
the Lord's King in the Text to fignify his e-
rerpal Generation, divine Anointing and
Miflion, as alfo the peculiarity & peerlefsEx-
cellency of his Kingdom,which not only dif-
fers much from, buc is infinitely {uperior to
al theKingdoms of theWorld. Heis a King
worthy of God who rules with himand for
him. Now the Subjei?s which King Fefus
governs over are defcrib’d 1n thefeWords, Aty
boly Hiil of Zicw, Ziom was a certain Fore
of the Febufires almoft inpregnable, which
D4vid having roated, the Inhabitants con-
verted 1nto a Palace for the Sear of his own
R efidence, on the Border of which was the
Mount Morish, on which the Temple ftood,
2 Sim. 5.9, 2 Cbr(mB 2. 1. But myflical Zi:v
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¥ s the (‘burcb ef God, WE is fo called be-
caufe of it’s unconquerablene(s Our Savi.
viocur informs us,that the Gates of Hell fhall
not prevail agamﬁ it ; and alfo becaufe the
Golpel proceeds therefrom Plal,1 0. 2. The
Lord [hall find the Rod of tb}' Strength out of
Zion. To thiswe may add,that David who
was theKing of the naturalan was a Type
of Chrilt, Fzek. 34. 23. Now Zion 1s called
bidy in the Text, relatwelj becaufe of the
Temple’s being bullt on the neighbouring
Mcunt Meriab by reafon of which theToewn
anchOple were called boly,Dan.g.24. & la.
6318 and what1s here 1ntended by the holy
Hullviz. the Church of Gud,is called holy, be.
caule a holy God as 1t were dwells in her ‘
and his holyWorfhip is celebrated by her, and
becaufe fhe is made holy by the Blood and
Spirit of Chrift,both imputatively ard inhe-
rently ; as alfo becaufe icis her Duty to de-
- ire afcer . and labour for Holinels in the
~ higheft Degree.
. 4. The Ak of mveﬁxture Set  Yet have
1 jes, or amointed, as 1c 1s 1n the Margin, or
. created or a;pozmed as fome render it by which
we are to underftand the Facher’s giving the
~ Son a rightful Claim to exercife the h.d
 Office, as Mediator. The Words are ex.
| pu[sd in the preter Tenfe, to fhew that the
~ Conftitation of Chrift to be King, was donc
. of old in the Council of the Trin'ty, when

the Device of Man’s Salvation *va: toxm d.
Thc

1
.
.
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TheWord anoint may alfo denote theFather's
conierring fuch Qualifications upon Chrift
as Vi ediator as were neceflary for the right
Difcharge of all thc Duties of his Kingly-
Ofhce, Pﬂzl AS.

That Jefus (,hu{t is King ol his Church,
and he only, appears by the following Con.
fiderations,

1. From the Pr ophecies of the old Teftament,
concerning him, Gen 49. 10.

2. From che Tpfs 8 Fi:ures of his Kingly-~

Officz which we find 1n facred Writ, fuch ae

thac of Melchifedeck, David; and Solomon,
From the Kingly Titls which are fre

quently afcrib’d to hum, in the Beok of Goda.

Such as King of Zion, ng of Kiugs ami Lovd, |
of Lords, Lord of Glary, Prince nf Pesce, Cag-

 tain of our Salv iion, Head of the wac/), Tuage
ard Lawgiver.

4. I’xum his folemn Inwmeftiture into this Of-
fice, as in our Text,

From his ien Confeffion before Pilate,ard
the Writing athx'd o his Crofs, by which -

his very Enenties 2cknowledged his Kingly .
Authority.

WhichParticulacs aforefaid can be aIcrlbd
to none but Chrift ; for as no mcerCreature
1s able to manage the Reins of Government,
fo none of them has a legal Claim thereto,
To xmagmc that one Body the Church has
two or moie Heads 15 to' deform herBeauty,
defile herPonours, 'mﬂ render her monftrous.

U 2 Nov[ﬁ
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Now the :nglnyﬂice of Chn{’t may b=
more generally thus defcribed, namely,

It is that mediatorial Fun&ion b] which he dif-
pe.z s and governs with allPower and Authority,
whatfozver refpects bis Pesple’s Happine[s, Luk.1.
;2 21‘ ‘

-~ The Kingdom ofChr:ﬂ: is indeed twofold,
viz. Either eﬁertml or perfenal, His efentml
Kingdom is that infinite Power of Govern- -
ment which belongs to him as God, ard is
common to all tther fons of the facred Tri-
nity, His mediatorial Kingdom is that Power
ofGovernment which was committed or de-

~ legated to Chrift as Mediator, God-man, by
" his Fathar, -as.our- Text conﬁrms and
| th'S ie al ‘o twofold, either univerfal or par-

?,t,f i 'f ha zmzfvwﬁzl mediatorial Kingdem

p of v‘u. cxrends to all Thinge,with a2 view
rhe C.:uLLu»S GOOd Eph I. 22. /fﬂd gave
/)Em to e Head oucr nll Things to the Church,
{T'he particular mediatorialKingdom of Chrift
- veipedts theChurch only,and the compafling
3 1,m~ Good in all the different Periods of
- Time, whithern this Life or mat to come.
- But more pacticularly in order to have a
E cleacer View of the Nature of Chrift's King-
3 h Oice, iet us confider the Anfwer in the
A *L.n’**"SC&tsChlf 10 the 26th Queftion
;.,3 2rning it wh'Ch 1s thus, Chrift execu-
st ih2 Ofice af a King ( {ay they Yin fubdu-
Siii s 49 ]Jt,}?[e {, imruling and defending us, avd
iy velvaining and cenquiring all bis and owr E-
- nemies:
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KTy Uﬂ!!lq tzml 7
nemics. Here arve feveral A&s of#ingly Pow-

er pointed to by theAtlembly,which d efeive
our Attention ;

The 1ft of which 18, that cf fubduing Per-
feus to bimfc!f. But who are thefe ? why
thefe who were chofen from Lrernity to Sal-
vation, and given by the Father to Chriit in
tiie Cov enant of Kedemption, and no others,
Eph. 1.4. Joh.17.6.8 9. I have manifefted r/J]
Nume to theMen theu gaveff me out of the World,
Now this Aé of /tlbdumgr to bimfiif {uppoles,
that chefe very Pcrfons who have been given
by the Father to the Son are whilein a Qtatb
of Nature,Enemies to and Rebels againft hig
GGovernment, and that they will not be bro';
any other ways to {ubmit thereto, but by fo.
vereign Power and Conquett ; and this in-
deed both Scup ure & L\penence confirm,
Rom.g.10. ¢ 8. 7. Chrift does not only as a
Prophet propofe to the Eleé: the Terms of
Peace,but as a King by the Al 'mghty l’cvn er
of his Spmt throucn his Word, conv
their Minds and pufwad their Wills ireels
to comply with them, Fb 16.8,9. Pfal1ic 3
Sinners will never ubmis kindly to Chrifts
Government, <)l the ftrong Man armed be
caft out, and the ﬁubbomefs of their Wills
be fubdued and broken.

2. Another A& of Chnit’s King! y Power
is his ruling of Lis Teople. after the; re {ub-
dued to himielf; and this he doth outward‘v
by his Laws, and inwardfv by his Spirit. The

Go-



- Governt
- Shoulder ; Him hath the Father given to be a

- berty.

Fthe ChurghesisuponChrifts

Leader and Commander to his People. As

he has given aperfe& Syftem of Laws for
“their Dire&ion, fo he helps his Ele& to un-

deritand, love ‘and obey them by his Spirit,
fy nccrcly, unexceptionably, wxllmvly, and
nerfeveringly. He puts bis Fear in their Hear:s

- that they ]hall not depart from bim, Jer. 32. 40.

Therefore for anyMen to devife new Laws
and obtrude tbcm on the Subje&s of Chrift,is
as needlefs as it is prefumpeuous, and inju-
rious to his royal Prerogativeand their Li-

3 Another A& of Chrift’s Kingly-Power

~ is his defending bis Pesple. 1t is doubtlefs the

Duty of a Prinice to prote& his Subjeds, to
rocure and preferve their Peace by main-

- gaining good Government among them ; as

- well as By guarding them from onlcncc by

foreign Foes. . Now the King of Ziom has
gwen his Pcople a Peace, which their Ene-

‘mies can as licele underftand as bereave them
~ of. The Ning of the Church preferves her

from outward Vaolcncc {o far as ferves bet

- beft Good,2ud any more would be a Lofs in-
- ficad of a Bcncﬁt If Chrift had not intere

:
;

pos’d by the Arm of his almighty Power to
fcreen h;s Peopic from the Rage of their E-
nemics,his Church would have “been entirely .
deftroyed long ago. And as the King of the
‘Ghurch defends the Por,om of his Pcppl;, ;:-
ID8L -
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ther from ‘a$ Wnake them|
iflue in their Benefit according to his gra.
cious Promife, Rom. 8. ( By this the Iniquity of
Facob (hall be purged, and this is all sbe Friu 18
sake away bis Sins. ) o he defends their Graces,
ﬂ’? being urterly deftroyed,by the vigorous
and unweéaried Affaults of their inwardCor-
fuptions and outwardEnemies ; by his Power
they are revived out of their uncomfortable .J
Deadnefs and reduced from their ungraceful |
Strayings ; and {o guided by hisCouncil and
¢arried by his Strengeh to eternal Glory and
BiefledneYs, 1 Per.1.g, Pfal. 73.24. Oit they
~ were lefe-to chemfelves they would be utter-
ly {wallcwed up with Defpair and Difcou-
ragement, under their doleful Defertions, cr
¢lfe lofe all Relifh of Religion by Security
and Sloth, and thus wander cternally from
God. O' If ourStock were in our ownHands
and we had no betier Security for our ftand- !
ing, but our own Endeavours, we fhonld alt |
{urely prove Bankrupts with ourt firftParents, |
and none of Adam’s Pofterity would crofs the |
‘Threfhold of Glory : Bac blefled be the gra-
cious God, the Father, Son and Spirit by
Men andAngels throughout allEternity,thac
the Cafe is otherwife ; Ziow’s King 1s his
People’s Surety. His almighty Power is en-
gag d, by his graciousPromife,for his People’s
final Perfeverance, Fer.32.40. Fob.1028 Our
Power,Purpofes & Promifes are little wopsh,
God knows : O ! Fut the Purpofes of Cheiff
- . ftand
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Powers all theCreanon cannot’ wnthﬁand and
his Promifc will, naver, never fail : We may
with fulnels otConﬁdcncc lay. the ftre(s of our

‘eternal Salvation upon it.. ‘O the Com%

4

{lionate King of Zum comforts.thofe tha
caft down ; “tho’ he hiceth his Face for a lit-
tlf:’vlomenr,yea he recurns! be,returns .. 'Ohe
réecurns - dear Bre: hren ! t0 ;the cqual Afto-
pilhment and ‘Conlfolation of - his.People ¢
W jen the poor People of. God are dried llke
a [eaf in his Abfence from thcm and almoft
quite, dlfcoucaged becaufe of the View they
have of their own meane(s vilenefs, worth-
Jefsnefs and unptoﬁtablenefs O how.
{trangely does it affect them to, ‘behold their
deac,Lord coming again and again over the.
Mountains of Bether to their Souls Succour,
after their mamfold and ungrateful Abufes
of his. Love-Tokens,aiter their repeatchan-,
drings and. Bseamcs of theirVows Purpo(és

and. Promlfes Afier Souls have been ftain’d
by Senfuality & Sloth. O ! How does it fiil

-thcxr Minds with Woader, cover their Fa-

ces with Shame, and :hroughly break their
Hearts into bicter weeping, from Love to
think, that etther God or Man fhould - take
any kind Notice of fuch poor, ungrateful,
ﬁnful and worthlefs Worms as thcy “the like
of which they do not think is 1n all the
World. Theic Hearts are fwell’d fo big with

Go{pd(: iaf and Grazirude, that they are
ready |
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veady-to burft inPieces ; the fecret Languzge '
of cheir . Souls this "Occafion, 1s pethaps
~ to the following purpofe ; ¢ Dear Lerd ! [Tow
¢ ftrange and {urprizing is the Glory of thy
6 pure Grace, which thus purfues, with the
"¢ @it unweariedPatience & endearing Me-
“‘thods, a wicked, wretched,worthlefs,wan-_
- ¢ dring Worm,the like of which,in every re-
¢ fpe is not amongall thy rationalCreatures!
¢ Merciful God & dear Saviour,l blufh & am
¢ afhamed ac the Riches of thy free & endu-
¢ ring Kindnefs ! Good Majefty, wherefore
¢ wilt thou-love the meaneft Duft, withouc
-3 Motive ? and continue thy infinitely va.
¢ luable Regard, after the vileftAbufe both of
¢ thy comforting & chaftening Providences?
* How, O how great God ! fhall I obrain |
¢ Mercy to walk anfwerable to the Obliga-
¢ ticns of thy matchlefs- Love, and return
¢ the Grartitude it demerits. Alas! wo 1s
* me, for my Inftability and Ingratitude, my |
¢ Senfuality and Sloth. Bur, O my God !
‘ how invariable is thine Afle&ion, how un- |
¢ wearied thy Patience, and how fure and |
¢ faithful is thy Word. Well, great Majefly,
‘ I deferve thy Rebukes, ifthou wilt {mice
‘ me dead or lay cther heavyRods upon me,
¢ I durft not fpeak againft ic, it would fure-
¢ ly be righteous and juft, - I therefore com-
¢ mit my felf into thine Hands, O thou glo-
* rious Sovereign, do with me, thy poor
¢ Creature, whas thou plealeft, only if thon

¢ arc
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¢ art pleas'd tolet me live, O let me live to
~ ©thee, gndfcrv_e thy Glory and Kingdom.
. ut a ' o )
~ 4th A& of Chnift’s Kingly-Power is his
reftraining bis and their Enemies. TheGhurch,
of Chrift in this World is compaflod #fith
- many and powerful Enemies. . She {ojouft
an Mefech, in Kedar’s Tents, amopg the en~
‘vious Pbiliftines. She has her Seat of mourn-
ful Refidencein Dens of Lions & on Maun-
‘tains of Leopards. Thdfe cruelBeafts of Prey,
who are inceflantly lahonring vo-warry her,
to rob-her of her Honput, or Innegence, her
Eafe or her Life. . Mesi, Devils and Corrup-
uons join in a hellifd League ¢o Plot and
procure herRuin. TheChildren of theBond-
‘Womamn{ome of whom have a ftri@"buc dead
Form of Religian,like the oldPh arifees,per-
- fecute her under a religious Mask .: Some-
times theKeepers of theVineyard will fmice
~her,and take away her Vail from her : Some-
times her Mothers Children, unexperienc’d
Profeflors of the fameReligion,will be angry
with her ; yea fo angry as to caft her out of
~zheir Communion, and {ay, Let the Lord be
glorafied ! In the mean time, the Devil goes
abour like aLion rampant, roaring & raging
as if he would devour them at once . ; and
indeed he would make fhortWork with them
all, if he had Liberty. Now with thofe
 Enemies theirCorruptions are ready to cone
{pire,forthefe do a'foWar againft cheirSouls,
- | B 1 Pet

.
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o frees of
1 Pet, 2. 11. |
withftand one of thefe Efi¢mies apart, how
 much lefs all togethér. How {oon then would
they be ruin'd by them if the King of the
Church did not incerpole by his reftraining
Power tocheck their Rage "and bldft cheir

Pevices. Indeed he doss not deftroy them
at once, but lets them plot and confpire a--
gainft his Hericage, and when they think
they have brought cheir heli-hatch’d Coun- |
fels to Ripetie(s and Perfection ; he tarns
them to Foolifhdefs, catches Abitophel’s in

their Craftinefs, and puts Hooks in the
~ Jaws of Phareab’s,and reftrains the rémainder
of cheirtWrath,thac it fhall not producefuch

pernicious Effects as they malicioufly inten.
ded. And thus the Powér & Love of Zion's |
King is glorified in preferving his Church
which is afli&téd &tofled withTempeftsfrom

being drowned in thefeWaters,in preferving

the burningBufh from being confumed by the
Flames with which it is fcorched; The Lord .
{cfus does alfo reftrainSatan from doinggthat

njuty to God’s Peoplé which héwould o-
therwife commit,and will thortly braifé hint
- under their Feet, Again, the King of the -

Church reftrains theCorruptions of his Peo-

ple from breaking out,as they naturilly tend
to,otherwife there is not one of his Subje&s
but would be a Reproach to his Prince and -

Profeflion:

‘s People are not able to

[
|
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The laft A& of Kingly-Power which thé
~ Af'e nbly mentions is that of fubduing bis E-
nemics. Which he doth by Degrees that the
Sincerity of his Subje&s may be proved and
their Graces exercifed: But in the End of
Tiume, he will glorioufly triumph over all
his Enemies, and at his Name every Knee
fhall bow.

But it 1s Time to {peak fomething of the
Royal Prerogatives of the King of Zion ; and
they are principally thefe following ;

1. His anointing, by which he receiv’d the
- Spirit and Power without Meafure, yea the
fullrefs of the Godhead bodily, Pfal. 35. 6.
Col 1,9.

2. His invefliture, whereby aecording to.
God’s eternal Decree, he was appointed to
be King, and alfo promis'd & prefigur’d, as
was hinted before, as well as proclaim’d at
his Birch by the Angels, and acknowledg d
at his Death by his Enemies. Bur,

1. Another royal Prerogative of the King
ol Zion. 15 hts Coromation, which was in his
humbled State a little before his Death,by a2
choray Growa in Derifion, but after his Af-
cenfion into Heaven, by a Crown of Glory
at the right Hand of his Father, I7eb. 2 9. A
Crown: g.4n Enfign of Kingly-Majelty,Efa.
r.ar. Chrift is {aid to have many Crowns
npon his Head, Rev. 19- 12. not only tofig-
nify that heis King of Kings, but alfoto
point cut the many V4&torics he hath gain’d
over
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over his and his People’s Enemies. For itis
the Cuftom of vi&crious Kings to take the
Crowns of the Heads oft the conquered,and
put them on their own, 2 Sam.12.30. It was
an 2ffli&ive Sight to fce the blefled Head of -
Chrift crown’d with Thorns. But O its
joyful to behold him-now crown'd with
Glory &Honour infinitely above the higheft
Angels ! and to confider that by his Suffer-
ings he has purchasd for his People an in-
corruptibleCrown, aCrown ofRighteoufnefs,
a Crown of Life, a Crown of Glory, 1 Cor. 9.
2.4. 1Per 5.2, 3. | -

4 HisPalace- Royel, which exce#ds inBeauty |
and Magnificence anyldeas that we can formy
of it. Hence the Blefled and onlyPoténtate
is {aid to dwell in that Light wbich no Mass
can approach unto, 1 Tim &,14,16. But indeed
the Country Seat of this great King’s Refi-
dence, is the con:rite and humble Heartsof
his faithful Subjeds, Jjz.57.15.

§. EHis Throne : Now a Throne is a Seac
for a King, an Enfign of royal State & Ma-
jelty, Ef. 5. 1. The Throne ot Chrift is fo
far fuperior to all earthly Thrones,that they
are plac’'d on his Footftool,Ifs.66.1. Now the
Throne of Chrift is aThrone of Majefty and
Glory, Heb.8.1. a Throne of Grace & Mercy,
Heb. 4 16. an exalted, eltablifh’d and eternal
Throne, 12 66. 1. Pfal.93.2. Heb.x. 8. =

6. His Scepter, or reyal Rod ; which is 8. -
nother Token of Kingly-Puwer & Majefly,

: ' - Efb.
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Efh.s.2. Now the King of Zios, hath & twot-

- fold Sceprer, viz. of Gold and Iron. His gol-

~den Sceptet is that by which he rules %ﬁs

. Subje&s, outwardly by his Word,efpecially of

~ the Gofpel, Pfal. 1to. 2. and inwardly by his

~ Spirit, which is on this Acconnt call’d the

. Finger and Krm of the Lord, Luke 11. 20. Ifa.

. ¢3.1. His Irén Sceprer, is that by which he

grcaks and confounds his Enemiés, Rev.2.27.

- Juftly has the Apoftle obferv'd concerning

- this King of Zion, Heb. 1.8. Ty Throne O

- God is forevier and ever, a Scepter of Righteoa|-

~ pefs is the Sceptcr of thy Kingdom.

4. His Laws, that are holy, juff and good,

- Rom, 7. 12. Hence the Apoftle Fames in-

| fotms usthat there is but one Lawgiver,Jam.
4-12.1t 1s the royal Prerogative to authorize

thie publick Coin, which the King’s Image

- and Infcription makes current among his

- Suibjeks, Marth,2.2.& 20.21. fo moft certdin-

~ly it is only the Stamp of Chrift’s kingly Au-
thority that can give religious Laws fuch a

- Sanion as delerves the regard of his Sub-

je&s : Afid tocoin others in additionto his

- 15 to confront hts Wifdom, ufurg his royal

Prerogacive, and enflave his Subjedts: But

1t1sautr Duty, our Hohour, and our Ifite

| ;e_ft to be as cateful that we be not enfnared

- #%nd enflaved by che Commandments of Men
. 1m religious Matcers, as of réceiving conrt-
 terfeit Coin in civilAffairs, for (k. iy are both
xebélfious Cheats 5 Te's fafelt to walk in the

L
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King’s High-Way.to Heaven, obferving the '
Directions of Chrift’s royal Law, and zsfog
human Taditiogs in Religion, let ys ous of
loyal Love to our King and Saviour reje&
them with Abhorrence, and ftand faft inthe
Liberty wherewith Chrift has made us {ree.
. To the alorefaid Particularg, 1 may add |
he fellowing . Prerogatives, viz, Tvibyre, 3

Treafury or Asmament, and judicial Power ;
The Tribute of Truft, cranfcendent Love
and religiousWorfhip is due to Zion’s King
from Men and Angels, Heb. 1. 6, He hath
alfo a Magazine orArmoury fuflicient to fur-
nifh all his People in all theirCombats with
3in, Satan and the World. Epb 6. 11,--19,
TheXing of Ziog is alfo the fupreme ang
fingl Judge of Life & Death, having Powes

to pardon or condemn, Mark 25. 1. e
From what has been f{aid, it appears tha$
the Kingdom of Chriftis,

i I, Sw’ritul .;.ghg)’ 1t hath fomcthiﬂg rée
fembling the Kingdoms of the World, 'yeg
it'’s Nacare differs much from them : Henge
our Saviour obf¢rv’d that his Kingdom was
not of this World, Fab. 18. 36, Ic’s not L. |
tended with outward Pomp and State, bug
1's. Adminiftrations are fpiritual ; and ige
‘deed it was this that flumbled the Feaws as
- Chrift, for they expeéted that; the Meffias
would- come auended with shie ‘Enfigns of
WQl’ld..lY qury and "Grandﬁvuf{!!,',r?z;’; S e e
2, A-no;bgl: Prop,e,r.ty qf Chg}ﬁ’k Kiﬁgdom
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; is, that it is aniveral, as to all Times, all
Places and ali Creatures,fo far as they fctve
to promote the Weal of Chrift’s Subjc&s
His Kingdom ruleth over all, Marth. 28. 18.
3. Eternal : It’s a ngdom cthac fhall ffand
fbnmr, Dan. 2. 44.
. 4 1Us rich and glorious ; hence it’s call’d
| the Kingdom of God of Hea'uea, of Peace, of
- Lighe, Glor] becaufe it brings-the fweeteft:
‘ Prace and moft perfe& Felicity to all thc
. fincere Subje@s of Chrift. :
.- I'proceed to the Improvement.  And
' 1. "This Subje& ferves to inform us of the
. Glory-of Chrift on the account of his King-
. ly-Office. He is called the Lord of Glory.the
I(m of Glory. Now the Glory of Chnlt is
;ﬂlultratcd by divers Similitudes, as particu.
larly by that of a Horm, Plal. 79.24. 1n which:
- onfifts the Honour and Power of Beafts: : By
. 8 Lamp,whichfcatters itsSplendor or Bright.
| nefs, Pfal. 132. 17. By aCrown Slowrifhing,
Pﬁl 172.18 By Tbr.m: in which Monarchs
; mamfclt their State &.Grandcur Luke 1. 32;
Now the kingly Glory of Chrift was prefi-
- gured by the \Tagmﬁcencc of David and
| Selomon ; and it will be che more afte&ing to
. us if we confider the infinité Wifdom, Juf-
tice, Mercy and Power of this Prince,
| which he -1s every way fuitably qaahﬁed
~ ¢o manage the Reins of Government. tle
_is the wife and wonderful Couniellor, the
. mighty-God of hofls, the Wifdom & Power

_. -ef
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of God, Ju{hcc and Love icfelf. His hmg- '
dom 1is vaftand ample, extending to the ut~
moft Boundaries of the WUniverle ; forto
him all Power 1s given in Heaven & Earth.
His Kingdom is peaceable & durable,exten-
ding to the utmoft Limits of Time ; thefe
Things may encline us to honour our glo-
rious Sovereign, by Thoughts, Words and
Works, and to glory in him: |

2. 1f Chrift be the only King of Znon, by‘ |
dlvchppomtment then we may learn, that |
it is @ bold Invafion of bis Crown and Djﬂgm;] to |
make new Laws without bis Interpofal; to govern
bis Sabjelts by, in religious Matters, an‘g
turally tends to fet up a human hing- |
~ dom in the room of Chrift’s and in oppofi-
~ ton totit; asalfo to draw the Qub;e(fi:s of
Chnft from their Allegiance to him; and
fubje& therr Confciences to the Humours
and Lufs of their Fellow-Creatures, as well -
as to rend the Church of Chrift into anin- .
finity of Parts: Whether the Pride andPre-
fumption of thofe that frame new Laws in
religious Matters, be a greater Evil than the
Sxmpllcxty and Cowardife of thofe that obey
them, is hard to determine. 1 procced toa |

2d Ufe vi%. of Examination ; Let us exa-
mine, whether the King of Zion has fubdu’d |
us to himfel > Tochisend, =~ -} |

1. Has Chrift fet up a Court in your Bo-
foms, and caus’d your guilty Confciencesto |
draw up an Indi@ment againft you,for your
D Rcbclhogj
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Rebellion in State & Pradtice ; and to pros

duceEvidence to prove this dreadfulCharge?
'and have your Con{ciences asJudges on the
~Bench, pafs'd Sentence upon you according

i

'to Law & Evidence, that you were in your

prelent Condition, Rebels againft the great
God, your rightful Sovercign, and that foe
this you were cuifed by God, and muft be
damned to all Eternity, unlefs ye obtainRe=

- conciliation and Cornverfion ?

2. Have ye bitterly bewail'd from yous

- Hearts with Shame & Indignation, that you

+ havebeen o long, unjuftly, ungratefully and

foolifhly Rebellious againft the Son of God,

' theKing ofZion ? And has this your niourn« -
- 1ng proceeded from Love, and be¢n frequent-

!

3L 1,

3. Have you renounced your formerMaf-

ters, S1n and Satan, and under a Senfe of
- your ownVilenefs,Mifery & Inability,:hank.
- fully accepted of the A& of Grace proclale

med by the King of Zion in his Gofpel, for
the Pardon of returningRebels ? Did ye fur-
render your {elves entirely to his Geveérns

- ment,and do you wholly lean upon hisRighs
~zeou'nels for vour Acceprance with Ged #

Lt e ——

: j‘dat:b ¢ 24 7%. I 12, jer. 3 12,--- X 4. and

Ifa, 55 1. ] |
4. Are the Tawse of the King written ofn

~.you: Hzart 2 other Princes have their Imags

on thewrCoin, but Chrift engrayes his on his
~ Reople’s

dyrepeated ? Pfal 1. 4,¥7, Ezra 9. §,6. Fere |
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Ringly-Office of Chrif. 21
People’s Hearts. Do ye fincerely & habitu-
ally love Chrift’s Laws, fo as to defire ho-
nefly and endeavour earneftly & generally
to be conform’d to them withcutException?
Heb.8.10. Pfalm 1. Mattb. 11. 2¢. 2 Cor.2.18.
. Are your Wills made fubje@ to Chrift
as King ? Temporal Princes may ty the
Hands of Rebels, but cannot turn their
Hearts ; but Zien’sKing can & dces change -
theHearts of che perverieft ofMen,and make
them willing in the Day of his Power, Pfal.
110.3. Are ye now in the general as wil-
ling in the Duties ofObedience,as before in
Aé&s of Rebellion ? | |
6. Do you fincerely loveGod’s People,and
that for their Goodnefs {ake, and in Propor-
tion thereto ? of whatever Denomination
they be ¢ if you are reconcil’d to their Hus-
band and Father, you muft seeds love them,
and deem them the moft Excellent in the
Earth. I proceed to a
3d Ufe,which is of Cenfolation to thofe that
have experienced the aforefaid Signs ; O
What unfpeakable Reafon have yé to rejoice,
~1n thac ye have fuch a wife, powerful and
merciful Prince ¢o rule over you : In that
ye are made the Subje&s of fuch a rich,am-
ple and everlafting Kingdom; in that ye
are rul’d by fuch an eafy Sceptre,equalLaws
and {weet Perfwafions of the Holy Spirit.
Does not your Souls experience, my Breth-
gen, that Chrift's Burden is light and his
o D2 ~Yoke

.
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Yoke eafy ? Re;oxcc Sirs ! and agam I fay‘}
rejoice ! Light is fown for tbe Rigbteous, and
Foy for the Upright in Heart. Rejoice that ye
fhall quickly inherit a Crown of everlafting
Glory. Let Hell and Earth roar and rage
agam{t you ; let Men and Devils confpire
and contrive your Ruin,yet rejoice, for Zie
on’s God and King reigns ! Your Husband
holds theScepter of Government in hisHand,
and can eafily crufh Men & Devils into no-
thing by his Word. - However numerous,
crafty, malicious and powerful they be thcy
can’t move a Hair's-Breadth farther agamﬁ
‘'you than he gives them leave, - You are {afe
‘and fccure under the almighty Protection of
your King, therefore rejoice greatly, O Daugh-
ter of Zion, and [lus O Daughier of j’eru{alem !
Zech. 9. 9. But,

4thly, This Subjeét opens a Scene of Zer-
ror to all thofe that have not experienc’d
the aforefaid Signs of Subje&ion to Chrift's
Government ; but are on the contrary flill in
a State of carnal:sccumv,gomcr oninaCourfe
of carnal Merriment & obftinate Rebellion |
3gainft Chrift’s Authority,as well as of vain
-~ Confidence in his Mercy;whofe Hearts have
. never been changd by the almighty Power
- of God; who tho’ they crys Lord, Lord ! da
. not the Thmgs that Zion’s King commancls,l
~ but in Works deny his Government : They
alfo difrelifh his Laws, his Ordinances, his
- People. Now all Iuch unhappy Souls - are

Enemies
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- fidence. His Laws are the only Rules of our
- Obedience & Charity, Pfal.73.25. Pf2.11,12,

o imgly-Office of Chriff. . 7%
Enemies to him who is King of Kings, and |
Lord of Lords 5 who thall rule inthe middle of
his Enemies till he make them bis Footffool, Pfal,
110. I. Your King is the Black-Prince, the
God of this World ; ye are Slaves of Satan,
the Servanes of Perdition, whom our King,
(if ye perfift ) will furely (peak to in hisWrath, |
wex in bis fore Difpleafure,and dafh to Picces like
a Potter's Veflel with his Iron-Red : Joh 12.31
2 Pet. 2.19. Plalag. 9. I proceed tv a

Ule of Exbortaii-n ; And here I dobefeech |
all of you to perform all the Offices chat are due
to the Perfon of your Prince.  Namely,

1. Ye fhould kifs him with a Kifs of Humage,
which was wont to be conferred on new
Kings. Plal. 2.12. Kifs the Son left he be angry, .
and ye perifh from the Way. Ye fhould kifs the .
King of Zion with a Kifs of Love, Depene |
dance and Submiffion. You maft love him
above all Enjoyments. {fubmit to him in all |
Circumitances, & entirely depend upon himy |
for the fupply ot all your Neceflities. Cant,
I.1. £ib.13.6. Moreover, We owe to out
King, Honour,Fear,Faith,Obedience & Tris '
bute. FHe fhould be ro.us the chiefeft among |
ten Thoufand,che Obje& of our Fear & Re-= |
verence,and Foundation of ourTruft &Cone |

- Pfal.96.8. We ought to perform thefe Offices |

to theKing ofZion,becaufe they do of Right |
belong to him,who isKing of Kings 851..01.11f |
, | | | .
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1) A Difcourfe upon the
of ~ ~rds; who confers upon his People fuch
durable & valuable Benefits, and inflilts on
his rebellious Enemties, fuch inexpreflible
Torments, Pf. 2. 12. |

2. We fhould labour to promote the Kingdom
of Chriff in our felves and among others, ac.
cording to our Places, Abilities & Opportu.
nities, by earnelt Prayer and laborious Di-
ligence. O let Sinners lay down their re-
belliousArms,and {peedily fubmit to the gra-
ctous Sceprer of Zioa’s King, left they feel
the Weightof his iron Rod ; and if we are
Inftruments of promoting the Kingdom of
Chrift, what Comfort will it yield here,and
encreafing Comfort in the nextState ? O then
let generous Proje@s for Zion’s Profperity,
ennoble and infpire our Minds ; let ardent
Defires to fzrve her valuablelnterefis,inflame

and oppreis our Hearts, and unwearied En-

deavours,dire&ed to the fame excellentMark,
grown and adorn our Pra&ice: |
3. Let Magiftrates imitate the perfonal Ex-
cellencies of the King of Zion, as well as the
excellent Manner of bisGovermmens : They fhould
adorn their Chara&er by eminent Wifdom,
Holinefs, Humility, Meeknefs, and an impar-
tial Adminiftration of Juftice, in proteéing
the Innocent from Oppreflion and Violence,

- and punifhing the guilty proportionable to

their Crimes, in promoting Vertue & Reli<
gion, and fupprefling the contrary; In fo
golng, they will caft theic Crowns, their
| ' Authoricy,
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Authority, at the Redeemei’s Feet, and are
like to receive abewter and more dnrabléz
Crown from him. »,

" Finally, AlChriftians fhould endeavour to
smitate Chrift as a King, {ecing they are made |
Kings by his Grace, Rev. 1. 5. |

They fhould be wife, uft, mercifal, Pbil.
4. 8. As our King -commands all, fo fheuld |
we command our {eives and our AffeGions, !
and not fufter our felves to be brough: un«
der the Power of any. As cur King con- |
tended with fpi:ituaiZnemies, fo fhou!ld we |
in his Strength oppofe Satan and Sin, 2nd fo
Fight the Fight of Faith, AsChrift ourKing
did not lead a worldly Life, but avoided all
worldly Pride and State, fo fhould we be fpi-
ritual,and lock upon all vain Pomp and im- |
moderate Love to other worldly Things, to !
be below our kingly Dignity. In this Imi- |
taticn of Chrift confifts our greateft Pers |
fetion and higheft Happinefs ; for if we!
are made like to Chnift the King here by

Grace, we fhall be like to him in eternal |
Glory. | ?

N O W to the King cternal, mmortal, invi-

[ible, the only true G O D, be Glory for ever.

A ME N.




