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Gal. 2. 20. I am crucified with Chrif : Neverthelefs X
bive ; yet mot I, but Chriff liceth in me : And the Life~
which Inow live in the Flofb, I live by the Faith of
the Son of God, wha loved me, and gave bimfelf for we.
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CoLos. ii. 6.

As yebave therefore reccived Chri# Fefus the Lord, fo

walk ye iz him.
| 0

Y 12 HAT the beft of Men may fall into
@@?@Q{ Errors, both in Doétrine an?ir Pradtice ;
Q\g}%ﬁ*—)&g@ is a Truth o inco'nteftibly evident,

?j 1 8,,-- that it cannot be deny’d, by any who
@3@'@@3@,\ are in the leaft acquainted either with
@@l)({@’@ their own Hearts; (in which to their

N5 oy Sorrow, they will find a Root of Bit-

ternefs and Unbelief, inciining them

to depart from the living God, Heb. 2. 15, and 3. 12.)
or Hiftory, cither facred or human ; Loth which abeund
with pregnant Proofs of this fad T Tuth, in the awful
Accounts they give of the Slips-and Falls of Men whofe
Sincerity and Integrity is beyond all doubt, e. g. Noah,
Lot, Abrabam, Dazid, Peter, &, So that we may fay
with David, Py’ 30- 5. Verily, Man at bi; beff Efate is
altogether Vanity. ‘ |
This our Apoftle well knew ; and although he was
fally periwaded, that the Faith of the Brethren at Celofs,
H 3 | was
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was not feign’d and hypocrital, but true and genuine ,
as is clear from Verfe 5, yet faw it neceflary to exhort
them, to cautious Diligence and perfevering Progrefs, in
their chriftian Courfe, in the Words of our Text, 4s ye
hawe therefore reccived Chrift Fefus the Leord, fowalk ye
sn him. In which we have thefe three Things, (1.) The
Means of their Stedfaftnefs pointed to. (2.) The Mas-
z>r in which theyought to be us’d.  (3.) An Argument
to enforce the Exhortation. Ot each of thefe in their
Order And,

1. We have the Means of Stedfaftnefs, or Perleve-
rance, mentioned in that Word wa/k : which Expreflion
is metaphorical, and has an Allufion to a Perfon travel-
ing to tome ceriain Place ; which he will never come
at, unlefs he continues to go forward. So that the
Word is to be underftood as an Exhortation to conftant
Progrefs in Religion. Or as the Apoftle otherwife ex-
preties it, Grcw in Gree2, and inthe Knowl:dge of our
Lerd and Saviour Fefus Chriff ; as that without which
they could not Le able to withftand the beguiling En-
ticcements they fhould meet with, to draw them from
their religions Refoluticns,  Verle 4.

2. We have an Account ot the AMaenner in which this
Mean thoald te uied, viz. iz Chrift ; fowalk ye in him;
i e.

1. In the Wy ot his Commandmcnts.  His Law is the
Raule, according to which the whole Lite muft bte fquared.
Iai. 8 zo0. Jo tle Law and to the Teffimony, if they
fpeak (and a&y) ot accoirding ro ihis Hord, it 15 becaufe
there is mo Light invhom.  "Vhisis that fure 1 ord of Pro-
phefy, to which tLoy muft give becdd (tor Direction, in the
Coarie of their Yiadtice) ws to a Light fhinirg in a dark
£lacey, 2 Pet. 1. 1. Not offering to undertake any
thing, that they cannot {ve s agreeable to,and approved
by tne holy Seriptures.

2 In his Stremgth ; not trufling to themfvlves in any
Cale 5 not to their own /7fiom, to direct them in any
of taeir Affairs, whether civil or religious ; it being
Foalifbn:/i with God, 1 Cor. 3. 19. Not to their Power §
to fupport them in doing the Duties required of themy.
~ - - or
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or as 2 Shield to prote’t them from the Affaults of Ere- :
mies, which they fhall undoubtedly meet with in the
way of Obedience ; it being but / eaknejs it felf. For
without him they can do mothing, John 15, 5. Not to
the Sizcerity and Firmne!s of their Refolutions, to carr
them on in their chriftian Courie ; for he that trufeth
to his ecun Heart is @ Fool, Prov. 28. 26. For none of
theit T'hings now mentioned, altho” exerted in the beft
Manner, can Support the Seul under one Onfet of the
grand Enemy ; therefore the Wife Man advifes, Prov,
3. ¢, 6. Totruf inthe Lord with all thine Hrzrt, and
fean nit wpon thizz owr Underflanding. In all thy FVays
acknswlodze bim, end be fhall direft thy Paths. In a
Worl, To wilk in Chrift, is to feek wholly to him for
Witdom, Righteoufnefs, Sanctification 2nd Redemption,
1 Cor 1. 30. Giving him the Glory cf all that you
have or are; as fays the holy Apoftle, By the Grace of
Gody I em what [am. And doing all things withanAim
tc. honour him. 1 Cor. 1c. 3i. FWhbether therefore ye
eat or drink, or whatfeever ye do, do all to the Praife and
Glory of God. But, |
2. The Arzument by which this Duty is enforc’d, is
taken from their receiving Chrift.  As ye bave therefore
recesved Chrif? Felus the Lord, fo walk ye in bim : He
-does not fay, that they had only received the Dodfrine
of Chrit, but his Perflaalio, John 1. 12, Or that they
had taken him only as a Saviour, but as a Sovereign and
Lord, to rule and goveru them. Seeing the Coloffians
had before confented to the Terms of the Gofpel, 1n ac-
ceoting. of Chrift asa Prsphet to inftruct them, a Pricf
to atone for them, and a Ain7 to govern over them ; .
- they were therefore oblig’d by folemn Covenant-Can-
tract, to continuz thair Subjettion to his commanding
Authority ; as well as entire Dependance upon his Me-
rit and Influence. The Apoftle not only urges-the Ne- .
ceffity of their walking in Chrift, becaufe they had re-
ceiv’d him ; but alfo of doing it, afrer the fame manner,
as if he had faid, With the fame Serioufneft, Humility,
£leem and Refolution, with which yg g¢ fir# received |
- H 4 ~ Chnift,
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Chrift, ye thould continue to walk in bim; for heis now
s precious as ever.

DOCTRINE

That it is the Duty of ali thefe that have received the
Lord Fefus Chrift, to walk in bim.

The Doctrine needs no Proof, it being the Words of

- the Text. In fpeaking to which, | thall (God willing)

-y 7 = o S s e

apyzars a5 Hatred ? And whither ve are deliberately

oblerve the following Method. Namely,

1. I thall enquire, How cvery onc that has Chriff, dees
receive ki &

2. Shew, /¥hen Perfons may be [aid towalk, fo asto
comply with the Dcfign of the Text.

8. Shew, The Advantages of this IVay cf walking.
4, Apply the whole in fime prafical Ues.

I return to the

it Thing prepesd, which was to enquire, Hew

overy ore that bas Clriff, dees receive kim ?

And, |
In general, They receive him as he is offered in the
Geofpel ; for none fhall have him otherwife. The Terms
Le hath already. fix’d unalterably, for heisa God that
changes mot :  Ycumay read them, Mat. 10. 37, 38. fle
that lageth Father or Nother more than me, is not worthy
of me. The Evangelift Luke propofes the fame Terms,
Chap. 14. 26, 27. And peremptorily fecludes all that
have not comply’d with them, trom being Cifciples of
Chrift. Read the Text, dear Brethren ! And try your
felves by it, whither or no ye have gone fo far ? As
that the Love ye bear fo Father, Mother, Wife, Chil-
gren, yea to your cwn Life, is fo much fhort of that
Igve ye have to Gol, that when compared with it, it

and

)
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and habitually refolv’d to forfake thefe when call'd toit,
25 willingly as a Man atandonsa Thing he hates? Now,
if it i3 not fo with you, I affure you, in God’s Name,
that you neither are, or ever can be ( fo continuing )
Chrift’s Difciples, or have an Intereft in him.

But particulariy,

1. They rzceive him with Underftanding.

1. Of themfelces ; of their own Undonenefs, both by
Nature and A¢t ; as the poor Prodigal, Luke 15. 17. Be-
beld 1 perifh for Hunger ; ot their utter Inability to help
themfelves out of this Condition by all the Prayers,
Tears, or other Dutiss they either have, orcan perform;
but that inftead thereof, they run more in Debt to in-
jur'd Jullice ; for, when we bave dcne all thefe Things,
w2 muff [iy,we are unprcfirable Servants, Luke 10. 17.

2. With Underftand:ng of the Neceffity, Suitable-
nefs, and Excellency of Fefus Chrift, for their Relief,
out o that damnable State, into which by Sin they had
Lrought themfelves. A&. 4. 12. Neither is there Salva-
ticn in any other, for there is monz cther Name given us-
der Heaven, ammg Men, by which we muff be [aved.
Without this Knowledge, both of Chrift and themtelves,
no Man can receive him as a Saviour ; and let them {peak
of him never fo well, they have not an Intereft in him ;
ter we mult hear and learn of the Father, beforewe come
ta Coriff, John 6. 45

2. They reccive him with realSincerity ;and unfeign-
ed Faith, 1 Tim. 1.5. Itisfrom Necefity and not out of
Compliment, that the poor Scul receives him ; their
Cafe being like the Manflayer under the Law, who was
at a Diftance {rdm the City of Refuge,under the hourly
Expe@ation of a mortal Stroke, from the Hand of the
Blood-revenger ; with what eagsr Hafle and unwearied
;Travel, wo.d he poftinty the Sanctuary for Shelter,
€t he thould fall a Prey tothe Deftroyer's Rege? So
it .is with them that receive Chrit ; they fee Juftice pur-
fuing of them for Sat:sfaction, for the VW rong done to
God ; and are really afraid that it will overtake them,
before they are interefted in a Saviour: This, O this!
makes the Soul folemaly ferious, inthe A& of Recep-
tion ! Bit,
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3- They receive him whelly, in all his Offices, as he
132 Prophet,Prieft and King : Nay, they are convinced,
that unlefs he had been fo qualified, he wou’d not have
an{wered asa Saviour for them, becaufe they labour un-
der a threcfold Difficulty, viz. Of Ignorance, Guilt and
Weaknefs ; each ot which arievoufly prefles them, and
from which they orozn for Deliverance. It don’t fatisty
the traly Godly, to have Sin pardoned ; unlessits Power
te broken, they have no Fak. 0 wretehed Manthat I
am, who [oall deliver me from the Body ¢f this Death?
Neither will this {atisiy, unlefs they are taught how to
depart themiclves for the future ; therefore does the
Paalmilt pray, Pl 8t 11, Zeach me thy /lay, O Lord,
and I-will walw in thy Truth  But Hypocrites are not
fo ; if they cou'd get Chrift to fave them from the bot-
tom:e's, hurning l.ake, which they juftly fear, (fcmeof
them ) wil be their everlafting Dwelling-place, they
< uld exfiv (i'pante with his prephetical and kingly Ot-
{ices. Astor their fomrence, it never much troubled
them ; they being wife in their con Conceity as is the
Yool cr Sivpeard, frew. 26. 16, Cr, if their Ignorance
te deecied, then they pleare themflves with the Abufe
of, Mat. 12. 48. Fer unrs cwhemficover imnch is gizen, of
Eim fball much be required. But ay they, I have but
littie, therciore murh won't be required of me. \Were
thofz Perions Liecss) or Hoariens, there micht be more
aaid for them; bat as they are neither, their Confequence
s falfz 5ot they were 27045, they could not form a

S;.'/,"cg;;ﬁn; and if Heathen they wen'd not be able to
quote_the atoreflrid Texr. But Lowever unreafonable

“h A \‘, A T S - 1 f
LLIS VY IV O arguing Is, 1t ferves to Kiep them from

Chnlyasa Propler. But lelt zuy of my Hearer: fhould
continue to teliter themielves un in the'r Janorance, by
an Abu‘e cf the aforefaid Teve, | wouwd offer a \Vord
mere upon it: Unto whomiezor, i, e, according to the
T s Ny T - .
3\40}’-1}!16 of Lndcrﬁamhng tiat ke gives us, and Oppor-
tunities to In‘lprOVC thh POV‘.’CI', in Ohti‘.ining lel“e
¢ - " " - N < - ‘ .
Krowledge; fucl: is the Icreals he requires usto make;
D e g3 ! A1, \a . el PR e s . .
far tho hagwicize ey Giit of faod, yeo it o ogiven
| 12
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‘n the Way of Afcans, and not otherwife ordinarily ;
therefore fuch as do negle¢t to improve Opportunities
offered them, are utterly in~xcufable. Ifai 27. 11 For
th:: is @ People of no Underflanding ; therefore the Lord
that made them, will not bave Mercy on them, and be
that form:d them, will fkew them no Favour. Neither
do Hypocrites defire Chrift asa King from their Hearts,
to rule over them, entirely ; no, right Eyes, and right
Hands are too dear to them to pluck out and cut off for
his Sake. In the mean time, T here i3 none more full
of Lip-Devction than they ; they cry, Hail Mafler, and
Lord, Lerd ! But it’s 2ll but a meer Sham and Court-
Comp'iment ; for, they wiil nit have him to rule over
thenr 5 and fo not teking a waele Saviour, they have no
Saviour at all.

4. They rece’ve 'im as their only Saviour ; rejefing
all things in Point of l'ependance, but him; A5 4. 12.
and this they do deliberately, having fufficiently try’d
the Worth and Weight of all their Priviledges and
Performances ; {which probably they were wont to va-
lue highly) and tfound them of no more Worth to their
aitihcation, than Dung and Drofs.  Then do they de-
fire with holy Pew/, Phil. 3. 9. to be found in bim, not
bacing their cwn Righteoufuc/s which is of the Law : but
1har which s througd the Fuith of Chrift, the Righteouf-
nlwhich is ¢f Ged through Faesth.  Butit is time, I
thould proceed to thew, /i'ien Perfons may be faid, to
walk foy asto comply with the Defizn of the Apofile, in
our Text, W hich is the

cd Head propos’d to Le fpoken to ; now this they
piay be faid to do, .

t. Vi, hen they walk in the /@y of God's Command-
ments, with Diligence and A&ivity ; making Religion |
their chief Bufinefs and Lmploy ; that whatfoever is neg-
leGted rhis is followed. Matth. 6. 53. Seck frf# the King-
dem of God, and his Righteoufnefs, 1. e. firftin the Order
¢/ Time, in the Morning of your Life. Eccl. 12. I.
Remember thy Creator in the Days of thy Youth ; and tirft
in Point of Digniiy; as that which is infinitely more va-
luable than all other things, In refpeét of .Di/igeflhf 2 li;

thou
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fhouid be fought after with the greateft Application,and
Intention of Mind : Thus the Godly are faid tomeditate
in the Law of God, Day «sd Night, Plal. 1. 2. All
things fublunary, ought to be fought after with Indiffe-
rency, when compar’d with that Pains us'd in Religion.
For fo advifes the Apoftle, 1 Cor. 7. 30. to enjoy, asif
they poffe/i'd not, &c. Butalafs! This isordinarily prac-
tifed the backward Way. They pray, as if they prayed
not ; hear, as if they heard not, &c. A Spirit of Indiffe-
rency runs through all the Veins of their religious Pes-
formances ; yea, while they are burning hot in Purfuit
of the World, they are cold as a Stone in the Service of
God. Thefe Hypocritesthe Lord complains of, Vazth.

15. 7, 8. Which Paflage I pray you to read at your
Leifure, and try your felves by it, that you may not go

down to thc Pit with a Lie in your right Hand, think-

ing you ferve God, when you do but play the Hypocrite,

in complimenting him with good Words ; while your

Hearts run after your Covetesufnefs ordinarily, and that
without T'rouble and Grief for it. It this be the Cafe ot

any of you, (as I fearit is of many in this Affembly)

the Lord tells you ¢s particualarly, as if he had mention’d

you by Name, in that forecited Text, that you are but

rotten hearted Hypocrites; and therefore none of tho'e

that walk accerding to tie Exhortation in our Text.

2. When they goon in the Duties of Piety with
Freedom and Chearfulnefs. Pfal. 10. 8. taking great De-
light in the Ways ot God, efteeming them infinitely
more elizible than thie belt of all crecated Comforts, 23

-did holy Davwid, P(l. 19. 10. More to be defired are

they than Gold, yea, than much fine Gold, fweeter alfo than
Honzy,anl the Honey Comb.  As real Holinefs is more va-
luable to the enlightned Mind, than the fineft Gold, fo
i is{weeter to the ren=wed Tafte than Honey from the
Comb. Whi:t an extatic Rapture did the Pfalmift feem
to be in, when he was defired to go to God’s Honie ?
Pal. 122. 1, 7. Twas siad when they [aid unto me, let
us go inio the Houfe of th2 Lord ; and in Ffal. 73. 2§, he
expreflzth his Satistaction in, and Advantage by it ; I¢
iy good for me to draw ncar to God. But, on.the othear.

Hand,
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Hand, Such as are ordinarily drawn to fecret, private,
or publick ‘W orfhip involuntarily, rather counting it a
Burthen than Delight ; fuch the Language of whofe
Soul fsas Amos 8.5. /¥ benwill the new Moon begone, that
we nray [ell Corn, €5 the Sabbath, that we may fet forth
Wheat,&c. All fuch ascount the Service of God a Weari-
nefs,and Excufe, to neglet the Duties of Religion ; may
thereby know themfelves to be Slaves and not Sons,elfe
their Obedience wou’d not be of Conftraint, but free.

3. Perfons may be faid to comply with the Exhorta-
tion, when they a&t in Religion deliberately, i. e. when
their religious Progrefs, is the Effe¢t of due Confideration
and Choice. Pfal. 119. 30. I have chofen the Way of
Truth ; thy Fudgments bave I1aid befere me. i. e. T have
thoroughly weighed the Advantages, that weuld enfue
a right following of thy Ways, with the Difadvantages;.
and found that cleaving to God was beneficial and rea-
fonable, therefore I was not foon beat off from my Duty.
Verfe s1. I bave fuck untothy Teffimonies. The Want
of this, is one Caufe why fo many apoftatize from their
~ Profeflion, they inconfiderately took it up, not counting,

what it would, or might Coft them ; and as foon lay it
down rather than fuffer for it ; as fays our Lord, Mark
4 17.  Afterwards when Perfecution or Affiitlion
arifeth for”the Words fake, immediately they are of-
fended. ” And that thereare Multitudes of thefe incon-’
fiderate Souls under the Gofpel, who take up their Re-
ligion only by Cuftom, Education, cr {cme good Mood,
s clearly evident, not only by the many fad inftances
of PerfonsA poftacy from the precious Doftrinesand pioue
Practices which they formerly adherd to ; but alfo by
the Inability of many (who have not yet made fich wo-
ful Shipwreck) to render @ Reafon of the Hope that is in
them, altheugh it be a Duty commanded, 1 Pet. 3. Ig.

4. Such’as walk in Chrift, are conflant in their religi-
ous Perfqrgsances ; the general Tenor of their Life be-
. ing {pent this Way. Some there are whoferve God by

Fits and Starts ; at a Secrament Seafon you fhall hardly
fee any Budy more zealous and fervent in Duty, or on
the Sabbatl ; but {o foon as the Task is dome, (fﬁ;:fo

_— ——
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they efteem Attendance upon God in his Ordinances)
they are eafy, and fo lay down their Watch, and return,
to their old Trade of Sinning again. Fear of Punifh-
ment drives them to Worfhip, but does not Change
their Hearts; therefore they return to their old Dalilzt's
until the next publick Occafion ; and fo they go onin
a continued Viciffitnde of Duty and Sin, not ¢ fidering
that if thev regard Iniquity in their Hearts ; the  ~dwil]
20t hoar their Prayers; altho’ God himfelf has te.. “em
fo, Pfal. 66. 18. Is there any fuch Ambo-Dexters in
this Congregation, who at in the afcrefaid Manner ? If
there be, I affure them, be they who they will, that they
rather walk in Satan, than in Chrift. Hence the A-
poftle, 1 Cor. 15. 8. direés his Brethren, to e fead-
faf, unmoveable, always cbounding in the IVork of the
Lord ; and indeed, If the Cafe be otherwife, the loff
Statcis worfe than the beginning, 2 Pet. 2. 20. But, If we
are faithful to the Death, we (hall receive @ Crown of
Life, Rev. 2. ro. But not to infift,

5. They that walk in Chrift, are Progreffive in their
Religion ; they go forward in their Journey Zios-ward;
or as the Apoftle exprefles it, 2 Pet. 3. 18, they grow
an Grace,and in the Knowledge of their Lord and Savicur
Fefus Chriff ; they get more Power both to do Duties,
and fubdue Sins ; more Wifdom to ferve God in every
Relation. Ina Word, Theydo not reft in any Attain-
ment, how great foever it may feem to be ; for, by dole-
ful Experience, they have learn’d how deceitful their
Heart is, and therefore fear leaff @ Promife being left, of
eutring into reff, they fhould feem to come fhort of it, Heb.
4. 1. Neitheris their Fear unactive (asin the Wicked)
but proves effetual, to make them prefs toward the
Mark of their high Calling, diligent to add to their Faith,
Firtue ; and to Virtue, Knowledge, --- 2 Pet. 1. g, G, 7,
8. Thisis, walking in Chriff ; but if by your Religion
you don’t grow wifer and better, but are Kke the Door
on the Hinges, (which though it opens and fhuts, never

moves out of the Spot) going to Duty and rcs rning

from it, without getting more Conformity to God, you

have
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have great reafon to bzlieve you never knew Chrift,and fo
never did walk, as you are required in our Text,
But [ proceed to the )
3d general Head, which is to fnew, /F bat gre the
Advantages of this way ¢f walking.
And,
r. Itis a plain Way ; itis {0 clearly chalk’d out,
that he who runs may read it. Our good God hath fo
fuited his Directions to the meaneft Capacities, thatall
fuch who once get into the Way of Wifdom, tho’ they
are w-’ak, yea fools, yet they fhall not err, i. e. for
want of Inftrulion. la. 35.8. And a high /1 ay fhali be
there, --- And it fball be called the Ji'ay of Holinefs, the
Uncloan fball not pafs over it ; but it fhall be for thofe,
the wayfaring Men, though Fools, fhall not err therein.
The Way of Sin is crooked, Pfal. 125. ¢. but this i3
firait and eafy. Matth. 11. 30. For my Yoke is eafy, and
my Burden is light. So that tho’ the wifeft are fometimes
puzzled, i: is not o much owing te the Way, or Want
of Direttiont in it, as to their not attending to, or regar=
ding of the Lirections propos’d in the divine W ord.
2. Itisa comfortable W ay of Walking. Prov. 3. 17.
Her ways are ways of P.’ea]Zntnefs, and all her Paths are
Peace. Now, there are thefe things, that make it truly
{c, - '
1. They have the blefitd Spirit, who is the Comfer-
ter, for their conftant Companion. John 14. 16. And F
will pray the Father, and be fbail give you another Com=
forter, that be may abide with you for cver. And can
there be any thing more comfortable, than to be blefs'd
with fuch an Aflociate ? Who enlightens their dark
Underftandings, diffipates their diftreffing Fears, and
%llides them in all the Difficulties they meet with in their
Way. No furely ! |
2. The boly Scriptures conduce to make walking in
Chrift comfortable. 1 John 1. 4. Thefe things are writ-
ten, that your Joy may be full. And as this is the End
for which they were given, fo God makes them to an-
{wer it compleatly. O the unfpeakable Satisfa@ion that
the gracious Soul finds in them | For they are @ Light
| AR S Sl ‘8
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t0 bis Fect, and @ Lamp to bis Paths. They deter hin
from Sin, and excite him to Duty. Yea, the good God
oftentimes by the Promifes, as Conduits, conveys Soul-
refrething Cordials, to his poor fainting People ; by
which their withered and almoft dead Souls are refrefh’d
as with new Wine, and quickned in their Duty ; asfaith
holy Davwid, Plal 119. This is my Comfort in mine Aflic-
tion, that thy /verd bath quickned me. This, O this !
makes them {weeter to the Godly, than Horiey and the
Honey Comb, and mcre to be defired than Gold, yea
much fine Gold ; for they are the Joy of the Heart.
Jer. 15. 16. Thy Hords were found, and Idid eat them,
and they were the oy and Rejoicing of my Heart. -

3. The holy Ordinances make it exceeding comfor-
table, to walk in Chrift,this being the End for which they
were inftituted ; whether (1.) Prayer ; W hat Tongue
can exprefs that Satisfaction, which arifes from the right
Performance of this Duty ? For by it the true Chriftian

F" is both honour'd and easd. The former, in that he who

is but a Worm, yea, lefs than a Worm, is permitted to
fpeak to the great and infinitely glorious God, and that
at all Times, and in all Places without Exception. The
datter, in that he {peaks to one, who he knows is both
willing and able to help him ; for bis Ears are ever open
29 bis People’s Crys, Pfal. 34. 15. Isit not a Comfort to
be permitted to fpeak to the beloved of your Souls? To
ask a Supply of your Wants, and Comp'ain of all your
Sorrows ? This is the Priviledge cf all real Chriftians,
they may come to their Father’s Throne, with a filial
Freedom ; a holy, humble Boldnefs, Heb. 4. 6. By
this they are often fo freed from their Diftrefles, that
they are with holy “annab, no more forrowful, 1 S.m.
1. 18 Or (2.) Praife: This being the Work of An-
gels, cannot but be very comfortable to them ; for in it
they make @ joyful Noilc, to the God of their Salvation,
Pfal. or. 1. But thisis better felt than exprefs'd. How-
ever, Brethren, the Time would fail me to fpeak of the
Comforts, which arife from a right Attendance upon
all divine Ordinances ; how he pours out his Spirit- in

Baftgfm, makes himfelf known in breaking of Breadbgt
- i
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bis holy Supper ; warms the Heart by Chrifian Confer-
ence, and inflames the Affections by pious Mcdiotins
for, while they mufe, ihe Fire burns, Pfal. 39.3. As alfo,
how ufeful the Szbbath isto fuch as fear God, it unbends
their Minds from worldly Purfuits, draws their Hearts
out to God, as well as fits them for the Dutier o1 :he
Week following ; not to mention the inward Sati:fa¢ti-
on they have in it, for indeed it’s their Delight, Ifai. 8.
13. T he Sabbath is doubtlefs rendered the more de'ight-
ful, by the Minifters of the Gofpel, whote Work it is
therein to preach Deliverance to the Captives, and reco-
vering of Light to the blind, and to fet at Liberty them
that are bruis'd, Lukeiv. 18. Asalfoto [ay ro thefe that
are of a fearful Heart, be ffrong, Ifai. 35 3, 4. Thefe
Things confider’d, clearly prove that walking in Chrift
is comfortable beyond compare. But,

3. Itisa profitable Way of Walking.  For, .

(1.) They are freed from the Scul-damning Obliga-
tion to Fuffice, with which they were bound, ( for the
Law hath concluded 2!l under Sin ) o that there is an
open Defiance bid to charge them with a Crime, Rom.
8.33. Who fball lay any thing to the Charge of God's elel¥,
it is God that juftires. And feeing the Jvdge juftifies,
who can condemn thern ?  Noue furely ! So that though
the wicked ( asalafs they doto theirown Hurt ! )labour
to blacken their Characters by notorious Untruths, which
they malicioufly report of them, and anathematize them
as the moft execrahle of Mankind ; deferving to be
drove from Men, todwell with Nebuchadnez zer among
the Beafts; yea, fentence them as thofe that fhall dwell -
with Devils and damned Ghofts. Yet God thall pro-
fl}o].mc_e them juft to the Confufion of their Adver-
aries, . | |

(2.) They have the Profit of Fricrd[bip to Ged. Joh.
15. 14. 22 are my Friends if ye do whatfvever I command
yor. And this Tye of Friendfhip, which is between God
and Believers, is of the ftrongeft Nature,as that between
the Father and his Children ; 2 Cor. 6. 18. 7 will be &
Fatber to yoryaad ye gmli be my Sons and Daughters, [aith
the Lord Almighty. Between the Husband and his VVli}‘e,
o 1 - lfa,
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Ifai. 54. 5. Thy Maker is thy Husband, the Lord of Hofts
75 bis Name. Between Brethren, ]o’hn 20 17. Go tomy

Brethre . and fay unto them, I af end unto my Fatber and

g’aur th]./f’r, 10 m}v GOLl (IIZ(¢ )’M’“ C'!. NO‘V, IS not thiS

an Advantage to be {o related ? [or thercby they are
e¢nabled to addre’s him ud Lon.mc 3, for a fupply of all
their Wants © And nothing s more reafonable, than
that Children fhould go to their ] Father, who is able and
willing to help them, and mﬁ all their Care upon
bim, who careth for them, 1 Pet. 5. 7.  Again, furely it
is very beneficial to be wedded toone, who is fponfable
{or their Debt, for thereby they are freed from the De-
mands of the Law, it not being “he Wife’s Dufinefs ta

ay the Debts :  After this Manner the Chi*ftian is free
in Chrilt ; and, if the Sen thorefore fhall make you freeyou

fbail be free ma’e(’d John 8. 30. Now, who wowd ot

walk in Chrilt?

(3 Theyhave Peee, John 14. 2. Peace Flaze
uuith you, my Peace Igive unto yeu, not [ic. a Peace as
2he Worl.: gives, gi~ Lanis you. ((1.) Pcwe with God,
Col. 1. 2r. (2. ) Peace with 30 v Neiehbour ; for al-
tho’ they are hated Ly others, yet the, uo what in them
Fies to live peaceably wichail M lw ( 3.) Peace in their
woen/ciences ; whichis fo comforiable, that it caufes thofe
sthat haxeu, to rejoice, 2 Cor. 1. 12. For our rejoycmg 15
2his, cven the ToRimeny of our Ccn/?/ence, that in § zmph—
city and godiy & Sinceritv, not with flefbly Wifdom, but by
#he Grace of Gud, we bave bad our Conver(ation in the,
JVorld.  As nothing is more to, menting and diftracting
zhan a puilty Conicience, {o on the other Hand, nothing,
ismore fweet and comfortable, than Peace of Mind ;
for, if our Hearts condemn us not, then have we Conﬁaencc
Foward; God, 1 j’mm 3.2

(4.) Suchas w.lk in Chrift are favour’d with the ear-
zeft of their Libeiitance; or as the Apoftle words it, the
Glory to be revealed iathen. ]ohn 5. 15 Thefe tbmvs
pace lwritton unto you that belicvo, --- that ye may ke
2hat ye ha:eeternal life. And thh is nothi'ng elfe but
Canaan’s Clufters, or the firft Fruits of that glorious Har-
¥eft, which taey are to reap eternaliy, with zbe l*u/m”;

¢




o Ay TR —— » -— —— .
Waiking in C A R 18 7. 1id

of Foy in God’s Prefence ; at whefe right Hand are Ilea-
ures fur evermore, Pfal. 16. 11, To fuch as order their
Converfation aright, will be [urely frewn the Salzation
of God, Ptal. go. But not to infift, they are favcur'd
with all things that are ne.eflaty for their Corrtort, in
Body, and Soul, in Life, and at Death, for Time, and
Eternity. For faith our bletled Lord, John 6 55. /am
the Breed of Life: He that cometh to me, fhall ncver Hun-
ger s and be that beliz=-th on inc, fLall never Thirft.
Now, feeing that wal«ing in Chriit, is fo plain, Comfor-
table, and beneficial a Way of Walking ; then furely,
well might the Apoftle exhort to it, asin our Texr ;
As ye bave received Chriff Fefus the Lord, [o walk ye in
bim.  FThus much tor the doZrinal Part ot the Difcourfe,
! therefore proceed to the IMPROVEMENT ;
And,

1. For Information. 1s welking in Chrift {o comfor-
table 2 'Then this Doctrine ferves to refute the falfe
No‘ions of thofe, who ind.iftrioufly T.abour to reprefent
Religion, as a d // and melancholy Bufinef ; only fit for
thole who are becom.- unable to Taite the Pleatures of
Senfe ! And although {ich as do fo reprefent it, may
pretend to be the /#7rs ot the Age, yet they are really
but Fools,and rath.r difcover their Isnorance of, and Ln-
mity againft God and Holinefs, than their Knowledge.
in fuch Difcourfes ; tor Wifdom’s Ways are H ays of
Pleafantnefs. -- rlow fuch Perfons, as are falfe Wit-
nefles againft the Way of Truth, fhall efcape the righ-
teous Judgments of God, without a very fpeedy and
thorough Repentance, I know not ! For by this they
rele® immediate Difhonour upon Chrift who is the
‘lay,the Truth, and the Lifv: and like the old Fharifecs,
Deither enter in themfelves, nor fuffer other poc: Souls,
that would, to enter. -

2. Itinforins us, That real Comfort is only to be had,
n ?':eing truly and unfeignedly holy or religious ; for,
as fays the Plalmilt, In t e keepiag of *hy Commandinents,
there is great Reward, Pil. ig. 1:. But on the con-
traky, the Apoftle rav/ obferves, Rom. 2. 8, ¢. [ nto
thely that are Contentious, ard do n:t obcy the Truth, bus
L i I 3 Obt"?

\
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obey Unrighteoufnefs ; Indignation, and Wrath; Tribulae
tion and Anguifb upon every Soul of Man that doth evil,
of the Jew firff, and alfo to the Gentile.

The 2d Use is of Examination ; whether or no ye
have received Chrift according to the doctrinal Defcri
tion of it, viz. with Underffanding, Sincerity, IVhoily, Only,

. expeCling Salvation by none other but him ? Try your

telves deliberately by thefe Things ; and if you find
you have not, (as I believe it is the fad Cafe of many in
this Houfe) I muft tell you that you have refufed him;
for he has been fairly offered to you, and fo you are mi-
ferable, not only in Want of Chriit Jefus, the moft
excellent of all Mercies, that others enjoy, but for your
refufing you are expos'd to eternal Damnation. John
12. 48. He that refuf:th me, and receiveth not my Fords,
#ath cne that judgeth bim: The Fverd that I have (poken;
the fame fhall judge bim in the laff Day, (or Day of Judg-
ment.) For, be that believeth not, or receiveth not
Chrift, (which are equivalent Terms) is condemned al-
ready, John 3. 18 Yea, the Iirath of God is already
upon you, /erfe 36. That Wrath which will as furely
be the Death and Damnation of your Souls, os his Fa-
vour is their Life and Salvation ; this you have incurr'd
by the Breach of his Laws, and inflam’d by rejeing the
only Remedy provided for perithing Souls ; this W rath:
is treafured up for you againft the Day of Wrath, and
Revelation of the righteous judgment of God. Buton
the contrary, If there be any here (asI hope there are)
who have received the blefled Lord Jefus, ye are told
your Duty in this precious Text, As ye have received
Chri Fefus the Lord, fowalk ye in bim.

T'be which, that ycu may the better do, I fhall hum-

bly propofe to your Confideration, a few Direfions,.

which may the good God grant you Hearts to obferve,
and practice. And,

1. Labour after the Exercife and Increafe of Love to
the Lord Jefis Chrift. [ ove isfo neceffary that none
can walk with Chrift without it. Amos 3. 3. Can 1o
walk together, umicfs they are agreed ¢ This the A &‘10

{819
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file well knew, and therefore he exhorts the Epkefians,
to walk in Love, asChriff had loved them, and given bim-
[elf for them : 1f this Grace be in youand abound, it will
make you abundant in Doing, and patient in Suffering
for Chrift’s fake. Thus it was with Faceé for his beloveQ
Rachel, Gen. 29. 2¢. And much more {o would it be
with you, if that holy Fire was kindled and encreafed
in your Breafts. No Labour, how hard foeverit is, you
will ftop at for him ; ne Suffering will be accounted
paintul, ner Life it {elf dear to you, if you can but win
him. When Chrift is the Soul’s Treafure, the Heart is
with him, and this neceffarily produces a heavenly Cen-
verfation ; the which as it is the Glory of every Chrif-
tian, fo it yields him inexpreflible Comfort in his own
Mind. For, The /Vork of Righteoufrefs ball be Peace,
and the Effett of Righteor/nefs, _Qyietnq! and Affurance
Jor ever, lfai. 32. 17. Buton the other hand, If Love
be not exerci ed, then God's Worthip will be wearifome
to you, fo that your Hearts will devie Excufesto neg-
le&, or flightly performit ; and then will Sin appear
fmall, fo that you won’t watch againft it as formerly s
And thus, if Mercy prevent not, ye will fall to the Scan-
dal of your holy Profeffion, and the wounding of your
own Souls. And in order to excite your Love, it will
be neceffary to think frequently and ferioufly upon the
perfonal and mediatorial Excellencies of Chrift, as well
as his communicate Goodnefs to you : Confider what he
510 himfelf ; what he has done, and fuffered for you;
and what he has conferr’d upor. you.

2. Keep a firit #atch over your Hearts. For,

(1.) it is notorioufly deceitful, therefore not to be
trufted by any wife Man ; it being the Epithet of a Fuol
todo fo, Prov. 28. 26. Yea, rlow often does it prove
22 deceitful Bow, Pfal. 78. g7. Which tho' it feems
31t it wou'd fend the Arrow to the Mark, yet dropsit
atthe Foot of the Archer ; after this manner does the

Heart deceive by feeming Sincerity, when in the mean
( Time it’s defperately wicked, Fer. 17.9. For the Pre-
vention of which, be very watchful leaft you be cheated
- at laft, and fo ruingd thereby,

CoT I3 (2.) It

— e —
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z.) It ought to be watched, becaufe it is the E Fountaiy
of Action, out of it are thelﬂ”ues of Death,and the Ifiues
of Lite ; and according as it 1¢, whether ho}y or 1mpure,
fuch are the whole Streams of the Converfaiion, as raith
our bleffed Lord, Luke 6. 15. according to the abus
Aant Treafare of the Heart the Mourh fpeaketh ; there.
,nre, look toit, leaft there be in any of you an evil
Heart of Lnb“he‘, in departing from the living God,

3- Shun @// Sin, yea the very Appearance of Evil, 1
Tocf. 5. 22. 1t you do not this, )our walking in Chrift
i3 orl,r 1mamnar) , and not real; tor he has no Commu-
I Wit Bc’/ a/, nor retlov ﬂ'llp with the Works of
Darigneis, sall Sin in general is faithfully and care-
fally to be ﬂ*un d \.1thout Exception ; fo thefe parti-

walat lyj

(1.) Undue Thoughts of God and Religion ; either

sat he s {evere In a‘thunor of you,or reorardlefx of your
Jrﬁlled Condition, neither {fuffer your 1exves to think,
tat she kind God i3 an ayftere Mafter, reaping, \»hcre
he asnot fowed ; or that he will {uffer the impenitent
Sinner to ph%ung unithed, how fecretly foever he may
hide his Wickednels: Por by tuefe and the like Ways
of conciiving o God, he is grievoully wrong'd. Be-
ware alio of (1! 1Ling oF 1pu1 ing of Religien as a melan-
C! my Bufinad, (.dmmtmw ol no Comtort or Pleafure;
or thas i th2 uewucc “of it, you fhall meet with no
Trouble: It you reprefentitin any oi thefe Colours, }0\1
v rong 1t for as there isa real Ylealure i 1n ity - Prov.
17. 10 a! 'fo upon tie heavenl, Roxd, you thall pafs through
Trilulatisns, and tho e no: o iew, Afs 14. 22.

(2.) Carefuliy grard againit Unbelief ; and that both
of the Promifes a.ui Thr.a.w'nzs of God ; it being ety
;l“tumwtal to woliking with Cnrut tor as the gnc yeter
tron) Sin, {0 the atici excitesto Duty If we could be#
lievs thet walking in Cir'ft is fo comfortable, as it'is
repre. ented te be by the Premifes of the Gofpel ; and
That d spartng fmm God wasa Thing fo evil and bnrer,

tisieoiortato bey, by the T hlentm“ga of the Law;
ey we v oouw'd be mere careful how we walked ; but ﬁ
ccizhir Deing belioy vd, ar dxfregardeu, X iabulqm, iml
¥ vl
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thus Unbelief as it is has done, {fo it continues to ruin
poor Sinner ; and as i'uch,. oug§1t to Le thuned, asa moft
defiractive and Soul-damuing lvil.

.} Labour to keep your teart from scvive the
World, or the Thingsof tac World; ior, If yelove the
Wirld, the Luve f the Fathor isnot in you, 1 Jorn 2. 13,
This Sin has ruin'd many fair Profefiors : It cau‘ed De-
mas ‘o forfake his Proteflion, 2 {im. 4. 10. Demas Fath
forfzken me, baving lov'd this prefcnt Forld. And this
made Fud.s to fell his Mafter and Lord ; yea, and if it
gets Poiieflion ot your Hearts, it will caute you to da
both ; therefore thun it

(4 ) Shun ail manner of Uncleanncfs,in Heart, Speeche
and Aclion ; asthat whizc - is inconfiitent vith and de-
ftructive to Walking in Chrift. 1 Cor. 6. 9. Be nct d.-
ceivel moither Ferzicators, ror Adultercrs, (ball inherit
the Kingdem of God. "Theretore, 1 befeech you, dearl
beloved Brethren, that you abffair from flefbly Lufs,
which war aga.nff the Soul, 1 Pet. 2. 11. Say tothe firft
Motions of iv, as did a holy, tho’ terpted Fofcph, Hous
cenldo this greatr Mickpdnefs and fin againff God 2 Yeay

let it not be ence namy’d among you, as becometh Saints.

(5.) Shun Coweardice in the Caufe of God; torit isa
Dithonour to him, not to be own'd in the moft trying
Times: "This we are guilty of, when we cea’e to do thofe
Duaties he has required of us, for tear of Abufe by thofes
we live amoiig; asif he wanted either Power or Good-

- nefs, to protect us in hix Service ; either of which tar
fay, is blafphemous, in the higheft Legree: And asitt
13 dithonouring to Go!, fi it is deftructive to them, im
whom it prevails. Rev. 2:. 8. But the fearful and un=
belicving fhall have their Fortion in the Lake that burns
with Fire and Brimflune. |

~_{6.)Shun Confiderc: in your own Power or Goodnefs 2
Thisis fatal to the Soul ; for by it they are kept off fron¥
Dependance upon God, who is theiralone Stay and Sup-
port.  “T'o deter you from this, remember Peter ; who,
altho’ he thought he cou’d die for Chrift, was beat off
rom following him, by the Breath of a Servant Girl.

4 Study

I 4
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4. Study to kzow the Scriptures  Search thefe holy
Oracles, and treafure them up plentifully in your Me-
mories, that you may Ly them, as a Sword, be able to
repell your Adverfaries.

;. Be olten at the Throne of Grace. Pray without
¢ afing ; for the Lord will be enquir'd of, for all thofe
Things you need ; and take Care that ye pray with Hu-
mi'ity, Faith and Fervor, elfe ye need not think to {peed.

But ro conclude, dear Brethren ! I need not tell you,
tha: the Eyes of Men and Angels are upon us, for we
are, faith the Apoltle, @ gazing-fock to Angels and to
Men ; {fome are watching that they may find fomething
whereby they may rep-oach us and the Way of Truth
profefled by us; and others that they may learn by our
Example, to walk in Chrift : In both which Refpets a
Fall will be very hurtful; not to mention the Hur: we
thall do thereby to our own Souls, and Difhonour to
God, whkoma we are bound, by the moft folemn Cove-
nant-Obligations, toglority.  Therefore, Let us watch
and be ioter, walking as Children of the Day ; for our
Enemy gozth about like a roaring Iion, feeking whom
he maydevour; trom whom that you may be delivered,

et the God of Peace, that brought from the dead our
Lord Jefus Chriit, that grea. Shepherd of the Sheep,
through the Blool of the everlafting Covenant, make
you perfect in every good Work, to do his Will ; wor-
king in you, that whichis well pleafing in his Sight ;
to whom be Glory for ever and ever. AMEN.
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