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Curteous Reader 5 ~- BN
THIS Difcourfe (whick is now [omwhat

. enlarg’d) treats upon the gramd Scope
of the whole Gofpel, and the great Errand of
the Minifiry thereof. For Chrifts fake, I be-
[eech thee 1o read it theroughly, without preju-
dice, examine 1t ftriltly by the boly Scriptures,
before thou pafs thy Fudgment, confider it fe-
rioufly without Partiality, and comply with its
Dcfign quickly witkout delay 5 1n fo doing 1hon
wilt honour God, [ave thy own Soul, and much
refrefb my Heart, and 1 (ball nether loofe my
poor pains in Writing, nor thou in Reading,
which may God gramt for Chrif¥’s fake Amen,
[ conclade and remain thy Servant in the Ree

deemer Fefus. ; | ,

G. TENNENT.
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ESPOUSALS

- OR

A Paﬁiomtc Perfwaﬁvc to a Marriage
~ with the Lamb of God, &¢c. -

mmoﬁmmm

Gen. 24. 49. And now if you will dml
“and truly with my_Mafler, tell me
Jad:f not, tdl me, that 1 may turmto tl:e
ngbt Harm’ K tb: Left.

o Hn{’aan Friends and dear Bre-
B thren, iy Errand toyou this
} Day from the great God the
| Father of Jefus, refembles that
| E®l of Eliczer of Damafcus, A-
brabaw's Servant, who was {ent to wooe a
‘Wife for his Mafters Son: Brethren I come
a woding in the Name and Behalf of Chrift
my geeat h fter the Kings Son. ~ My

k1



Ls |

My Bufineis with you to day is to per-
fivade you to.ue fpeec ﬂy and fincerely e{pou-
fud to the. Lambr of God, the . Liwd Jefus
Chiift. And Qs That, b méyd’t mifs my
Errand, and R defzr’d ‘Succefs.-  What
Abrabam’s Servant prOpofed by Way of cau-
tious Suppofition, viz. that peradventure the
Woman would not be willing 1o follow him,
verf. 5. I Bave;Regjon to pfe as Mattey of
doleful Com[ﬂamt and’ bitter Lamentation
over many of you, whom former Attempts
have fail’d to perfwade to this Marriage, and
alfo as an Excitement to awful fear and-paiﬁo-
nate CONCerns Now. -

Abrabam'’s Setvant was. engagd or bound
by Oath to be faithful wn the Bufinefs be
was [ent about, wéis. 9. And you know Bre-
thren, Iam under a folemn Ordination Oath,
to be faithful to God and you ; this { hope
will excufe for my endeavour to deal mth
you in good " earneft.

Again in the Context you may obferve,
that if the Servant ufed faithful Eqdeavou:s,
and the Woman would mot ke perfwade
be was to be clear from bis Oath : So, Fi
if after all the endeavours I ¢an wufe
{wade and reclaim you, ye &l Contig
ftinate, I thall be free fronthe Oath«l.h&ve
taken, and from your Bloéd:

Aﬁrrbam; Servant had “geut! Sucaeﬁ
God of his Ma&er profper&’iﬁs Way,. :t-"

| -
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b:ca, readily confented and faid [/l go,
veis, §8. O that there may be found - here
ttime Rebeca, Lydia, or Zacheus, who ts wil-
ling to confent to Day to a Marriagc with the
Lord Jefus. Co '

*i/faac being a Type cf Chnft, {rme In-
‘ terpreters make thisfetching of a Wife for
¢ him, to fignify the Efpoufing of the Church
‘ to Chrift, by the Agency of his Servants,
¢ the Minifters, hence the Church ‘is called
¢ the Bride, the Lambs Wife, Chrift the Brid-
¢ groom, fob. 3. 29. Whofe great Bufinefs,
‘1t 1s to perfwade poor Souls to confent to
¢ embrace him as their Lord and Hufband,
‘in an everlafting Marriage Covenant, its
*hardly credible that this Story wounld have
“been Refolved in fo minute Circum-
‘ ftances, had not a nebler and more pyfte-
“ rious Marriage been defign’d to be reprefen-
‘ted byit. . I

Under this view the Text prefeuts to oyr
Confiderations, the: 2. Propofitions, ¢/z.

v. That the Mmificrs of Chrift are Spokef-
men fordtbe Marriage of their Mafiers Son,
— anda.’ '

2. That they are grice’'d to [ee their Mul-
2er’s Marriage bang m Sufpence. | |
- returnto confider the firtt Propof. In
Explaining of which, ¥ fhall endeavour to
fhew the Analogy between a Spokefman in
a temporal Marriage, and a Minifters Proper-
s ’ | ty's
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tys, and pratice in negotiating a {pi:itual
Marriage, between Chrift and Souls, and fo
mmprove 1t ; the Analogy, I think, confifts
principally 1n the following Particulars.

1. A Spokefman fhould be fkillful, able
with apt Expreflions to fet forth the Lovers
Excellencies; foa Minifter fhould be no No-
vice, but like Apollos, Mighty im the Scrip-
tures, and thereby able in fome :Meafure to
{peak forth his Redeemers Praife,s:

2. Acquainted with his Perfon ; for how
can they cominend him whom they: do net
know : So fhould Minifters know Chrift.and
the Truth asit is in him; eotherwife they
{peake but faintly for him. ke Seerets of
the Lord are with thole that fear bim, -and
be wili remember bis boly Covenant. R

3. ‘T'rue to hisintereft, a Spokefman fhoult
be a familiar Friend of the Lover, and fuith-
ful to his Caules; Abrabam’s Servant was
{uch whom he appomted to get a Wife for his
Son: And fo.muft the Minifters of ‘Chriit
bhe, Fob. 15. 14. 15. 1. Tam. 1. 12. At
Itlaik Chrifp Fefus our Lord, for that 5:
counted e fatbful putisng me into the Mriie .
firy. Jer. 23. 31. I am againfk thefe Proph:ts,
that [mootdh their Tongues, t.-Sothe Englith
Annotations and other learned Iotespreters ™
render the Word USE-as our Verffon bath i:

C ST & DI R - T3P,
‘ + Vide Peli Synopfin in Lozum. 4
* Vide Henery in Locum,

or
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4. A Spokefman ufeth a Variety of Ar-
guments, to alire the Love of the Perfon he
treats with to his Mafter, drawn from his per- ,
fonal. Merit and great Affluence: S5 the3
faithful Minifters of Chtift Labour to wm
the Affe@ions of undone Sinners to him, by
fetting forth his Greatnefs, Gooduefs, &uua-‘
blencfs,. Abfolute Neceility, ‘Tranfcendent
Excellency and mexnauﬂxble Aﬂfuﬁcxency
5. A faithful Spokefman 1sgriev’d to fee

his great Mafer: {lighted, and his moft preg-
nant Argumeuts, and his perfwafive Adref-
fes fail of defired Succefs; he can’t be con-
tented with telling of his Narrative without
fecing it take Effet, thisour Text confirms,
—— So a gndly Minifter is not fatisfy’d with
the Performance of Preaching asa Tafk, and
the Obfervance of Sianers attent upon it,
volefs hecan perceive fome Signs of the Ef-
fects of his Prenching, fome Signs of Sinners
confenting to embrace the Redeemer.

6. A faithful Spokefinan will not. -only
Addrefs the Woman to whom he is fent, but
allo make Application to Heaven, for Direc-
tion and Succefs, this did Abrabarit's Servant,
vers. v2. And be faid, O Lord God of my
Mafter Abraham, F pray tbee femd me good
Speed 1his Day, awd [ewy kindnefs unto my

aller Abraham. So do - the Minifters of
Chrift bow their Knees to the moft high God,
of whom the whole Family in Hcaveri;::g
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Earth is Named; and 2eheme'ntly entreat for
Guidence and Succe.  Permit me, kind
Hearers, td fupplicate the fupreme Mujefty,
in the Wosds of AAbratams Setvant, with forms
{mall Vapiation.' -O Lord God of ‘my Maftér
J={us, -fend me-gead Speed this Day, and {hew
Kindnefs uto my . Matter ; in’ caufing fome
noor Sinntrs confent to 2 Miirriage with
- 7. A Faithfid Servant, if he ficceeds in his
Negotiation, returns the due Hotours of his
fuccefles to God, o did Elezer, vers. 27.
And He faid, bl:(Jcd b the Lord God of my
Mafter Abrahain, whe bath not left defintute
my Mafler of bis Mercy and of bis Trath:
So the Heart of a faithfull Minifter, when
he fees poos Sinners return to their offerded
Sovereign, and Kifs the Son with the deepeéft
Homage, Affeétion and Obedience, - beats ‘m
his Bofom with joyfull Tranfports and graté-
tull Emotions of undiffembled praife to God,
God and the Lamb thac fits upon the
Throne. . 27 cee *
8. The Spokefman of a Prince or grest
Man, offers Biaseletsor fome rich Lovgfo-
kens to the .Perfon. his Mafier makes his
Court to, in Qrder to demanfirgee iis ¢
Greatnefs gnd Love,- and to Egﬂw Wonyms
confent, ssri. 22. So the Maniflord of- G
offer inr theiy Mafters: Nawe,. she -Aeblings’ of
sbe Spivity the Feweds p£ the Covrienns, ‘rwﬁ;b
. who

-
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who. will confemt to the Marriage of 'the

King’s Sem.  But | o
9. When he can’t prevail, he returns to his
er, and gives him an Account of his
Treatment ; this a pious Writer takes to be
the Scope and Drift of qur Text. So the poor
Minifters of Chrift, when you will not hear
their wooipgs, ‘but flight their Lord and all
the Offeres of his Love, are obliged with for-
rowful Hear.. and weeping Eyes to complain
to their Mafter, now, of your doleful Stu-
pidity and cruel Obftinacy, and muft in the
great Day, unlefs ye repent, Witnefs againft
you, the Offers of Life they have -made to
you, the Arguments they have us’d with you
tq,?hga_ge them, and your obftinacy againft
bath. —— But I proceed to the Improve-
ment ina 4 fold Ufe of Information, Exa-
minatiop, Convition, and Exkortation. —

"X Pees ,the*'e_terna,l Son of God offer him-
felf' 1n Marriage_to poor undone Sinners. O
Arprizing: Coﬁﬂeﬁ:cqﬁon ! O ftupendious,
Stagp of Humble Majefty and an.azing Mer-
cy! O th’g’%@ddth, the Length, the Depth
of.ghe Love'of Ghrift which pafleth Know-

ge!  Admire all ye Hoft of Heaven and
Easthat this| o
",2.,;How. reat 18 the Ingratitude, how un-

n

e

o5 ;mf&a,’: Blly, nd defractive the
fs of thefe who will not be charm'd

| ~ and

¢

T — —
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and alur’l by fuch Love to confent to a Mar-
riage Covenant with the . God oF Glory.
What will fuch be able to plead in “‘Pheir own
Vindication at the Redeemer’s Bar?* Won't
Confufion cover them asa Garment, and fi-
lIence feal their ginlty Lips 2 "For bow fball
we efcape if we neglédt o great a Salvation.
Heb. 2. 3, Tf be that defpifed Mofes's Luw,
dicd without mercy, under two or three Wit-
nefles :  OF bow much [orer Punifbment, [up-
pof¢ ye, [ball be be thought worthy, who bath
troden under Foot the Son' of God, Heb. 10.
28. 29. | |

'9But T haften to the:

2. Ufe which is of Examination. Sinner,
it’s of the laft Neceflity, both'in Reépgard of
the regular Performance of Duty, and the'Ré-
ception of reafonatle Comfort in this World,
and thy eternal Safety in the next, that thou
be acquainted with thy prefent State, and
know whither thou be efpoufed to Chrift or
not, OneMeflenger after another hds beenfent
to treat” with yon, aboyta Marsiage to the Re-
deemer, and now I alk you in the Name of the
Eternal God, my Lord and Maiter, have yon
been perfwaded to confent to the ‘Terms of
this Marriage Covenant ? Yea or Not. How
ftands the Caufe, poor Sinner, between the
great God and thee. to help thee tq the Know-
ledge of this, . I fhall propofe fome 'few exa-
minatory Signs, by which I carnefily requeft

taatt e . you
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you to try your {elves impartialy, without
previous byafs, fpecdily without delay, t4o-
roughly and conclufively without further fuf-
pence, and folemnly as in the prefence of the
juft Judge of Heaven, and Earth,

. 1. Have you ever been made feelingly Sen-
fible of your Diftance from Chrift, of the ab-
folute Need of Union to and Communion with
him, and of your unworthinefs of and inabi-
lity to attain this great Benefit? Lak. 15. 17.°
Mat. 5. 3. Foh. 15.5. -

2. Have you been divorc’d from Sin in the
Courfe of your Difpofition and Aétion ? For
you may as eafily unite Heaven and Hell,
Light and Darkoefs, as Chrift .and Sin (ha-
bitually) gaverning or indulg’d in .one Soul.
1.-Joh. 3. 8. He that commnteth S, isgf
3be Dywil. 1. Joh. 5. 18. We know that who-
faguer 15 bory of God, Siuueth wvat. 2. Cor.
6. 15. And what coucord kath Chrift with
Belil 2™ .

3. Have you confented tothe Terms of the
Cewenant of Marriage, viz. Thefe of Self-
depral, .ang taking up the Crofs 2 Luk. g. 23.
Is yaur gonfent frea, full, & habitual? P/. 110
& Lbidip. 3.8, Pf. 119. 112. :
. .44 Havg:you had Communion with Chrift
by. hjsWord and Spirit? This is a Natural and
neflgefary Confequence .of a_ vital Union,
cap; yoit -fay with} the Apoftle, 1. Fobn,
3. 3 Aud traly oqr Frlloewfinp is with the £a~

4 ' ther,
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ﬂ::r and with bis Son fefus Chrif-> Know
ye what - it is by Experience to have the Kif-
fes of ghe ng, his Love fpread abroad in
your Hearts, {o that you could fay with the
Spoufe, my ‘beloved 18 mine, and I am his,
he feedeth among the Lilies? Know ye by
Experxence ywhat 1t 18 te be Seald by tbc
Spisit and 10 ey Abba Father, 1o bave the
new Name, the white ‘Stoue, and to cat the
bidden Mannab? Caut. 1. 3. & 2. 16, - Ephcf
1. 13.. Rom. 8. 15. Rev2.17 Rom. §.
1.~—4§.

s. Do you confcxamouﬂy Labour through
the Contfe of your Cogverfation, to be con-
form’d to the Law the Love, and the Life of
;efus ? 1. Job. 1. 6. If we fay we bave fel-
owfbip with bim, and walkin Darlowsfs, (3. e,
Go on in a Courfe of Wickednefs, whichh is
fitly compared to Darknefs, becaufe it {prings
from theDarknefs of the Uﬂderﬁandmg feeks
the Darknefs of Concealment, tends to and
often iffues in the Darknefs of Dammation)
we lye and do not the Fruth, -

I proceed to the 3d, Ufe, #iz, Of Convic-
tion. ;l_as what Reaﬁmn ther}; &f: Ignt that
many of you are Strangess to-thefei Experien-
ces and pofefs'd. of the very contury Difpo-
fi tlons. ~ for -

.. Are there not inme of you who always
mngxn’d you had an mﬁ in Chsift, and
never lnve been difirela'd with & forowful,
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Senfe of your being wholly without him, and
have never had any more then a Speculative
and Hiftorical Knowledge of the Neceility
of an Intereft in him? And are there not fome
who are fo far from a juft Serife of their un-
worthinefs of, and Inability to attain this;
that the cry up the free will of Man, and
think to make up the Breach, between
God and themfelves, by their duty’s; at leaft
1r Part 2~ Hence they “are eafie, when they
Pray with fome ‘Affe€tion, and take - more
Care to avoid in their after Praétice thofe
Sins which caufed their Uneafinefs, and then
imagifnie the Matter is adjufted, the Debate
ended, the Stormover. Ah, poor deccived
Souls? Ye are they who feek]Juftification, by
the Works of the Law ! But, pray, remember
and confider, that all fuch are wnder the
Curfe : Gal. 3. 10. And that livael, who
Jought after Righteoufnefs this Way, did not
attain 18, but were found Fighters, againft
God. Rom. 9. 30. — 32. & Kom. 10. 3.
" 2, Are not fome of you {o far from being
divorc'd ftom Sin, in Difpofition and Aétion,
that you cleave the Father to it in' Heart and
Prattife, juftify and éxtenuate your Wicked-
nefs as much ‘as you can, glory in yeur
fhame, and {coff at firiét Holinefs, make Pro-
vifion for the Fleth.. —— Or purfue the
World with greater E4gernefs and Inordinacy
then before > Are there pot many of yol? in

' ' wiaom
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whom fome worldly,. flefhly, or ambitious
luft habitually governs ? Does not this prove to
your Faces, that you are dead Men, rather
efpoufed to Satan then to Jefus? Fob. 8. 44.
Rom. 6. 16, Pro. 28. 13. Philip. 3. 18.
Rom. 8. 6. 1 Fob. 2. 15.

3. Are there not fome who are fo far from
confenting to the Terms of Marriage, viz.
Self-denyal and taking up the Crofs, That
they grumble and mutterReproach privately,
or belch out Blafphemy openly, agan{t finc
Religion, and will have the Way to Heaven,
broad and wide? And therefore that the Wif~
dom of the Father and Fountain of Truth,
was miftaken forfooth, when he afferted the
contrary ! Luk. 13. 24. And inftead of de-
nying themielves, and taking up . the {Crofs,
lay the Rei ns upon the Necks of their Lufts,
and contrive a Crofs for others, whilein the
mean Time, they ftoutly contend, that itis
only the Weaknefs of Chriftians that brings
a Crofs upon them, which they fay might be
prevented by prudence and moderation. As
if the ancient Prophets, Chrift and his Apof-
tles had all mif’d the Matter, both in Doc-
tmne and Praftice, till thefe worldly wife
Men came upon the Stage, ‘to fet Things to
rights! Our dear Lords informed his Defci-
ples, that he came not to fend Peace on
Earth, but a Sword; to fet at variance a
Man, againft his Father, and the Daughter

sgainft
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againft her Mother, and the Daughter in

Law, againft her Mother in Law. -And that

a Man’s Foes fhould be thofe of his ownHoule-
hold. Mat. 10. 34, —136. Hraljo told them,
that the World would bate them beraufe they
were not of the World 5 but ehofen out of it.
Fab. 15. 19. "Mark. 12 ‘¥3.  Ne, no, fav
thefe Men, it’s becaufe of theit imprudencies
they are hated. Notc, by the Way, that I
don’t pretend to juftify any real impruden-
cies in any, but only endeavour to Demon-
firate, that the Enmity of the Wicked againft
the Godly {prings from another Source.
The infpired Apoftle 'teftifies of Cam, that
be bated bis Brother, becaufe bis own Works
were Evil and bis Brother’s Righteous. ¥ fob.

3. 2. But, I uppofe, if Can had been to

plead his own Caufe, or thefe Men to com-
menfe his Attornies, he and they would
kave told another Sory, viz. That it was for
this or that Fault he hated him. The Apof-
tle Paul afferts, 2 Tim. 3. 12. That all who
will live gcodly in Chrif Fefus will [uffer
Perfeention.  Yes, fay thefe prudent Men, 1t
wasfo in the Apoftles Times, when the
World was almoft Pagan, but that Paflage
1s not aplicable to” thefe Chriftian Times.
In Anfwer to which, I fhall onily propofe a
few (%eﬁiom, to thefe moderate Men.
Quelt. 1. Is the Deovil tarned Chriftian,
8 reality, thefe gofpel Timas 2

Queft.
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Queft. 2. Isthe Nature of Man different
from what it was 1700 Yearsago ?

Qneft. 3. Are the Terins of Chriffianity
alter’d from what they were in the Time of
Chrift and bis Apoftles 2 If {o, then a {imcoth
Scene opens, then thefe Men have frund out
a New and eafie Way to Heaven ; but they
muft thew their Authority before we believe
them, their great Names, bluflering Figures,
and bold fayfoes will hardly gain our impli-
cit affent, or gull usout of oir Senfes, tho’
they were as. much renown’d for Piety and
Learning as the old Pharifees their Predecef-
fors. Again are there not many whofe: con-
{znt, to the Terms of Marriage 1s but conftrai-
ned through a ‘Pang of legal Diftrefs ; par-
tial, attended with Exceptions againft this or
that Duty, or Dificulty, which pinches upon
their worldly Credit, carnal Ez{c, or temporal
Interelt ; tranfient, onfy for a fudden fitt or
good mned and away, but donot run through
the Vein of their Diflpofitions and feries cf
their PraGtice  What can be {aid of thefe,
but that they are wretched Hypcerites, not-
withftanding their Pretenfes ? 2. Aings. 5. 18.
1. Sam. 15. 9. 14.- . Hof. 6. 4. |

4. Are not fome fo far from Communion
with God, that they rave out againft the
Mentioping of any fuch. Thing, as mere
Cant, Enthufiafm, orthe Dreams %f adclu-
ded Fancy, diforder’d Brain, overheatéd Ima-

. - C gination,
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gination, or. meclancholy Conflitution? To
whom we may juftly apply the Words of the
Apoftle Paul. 1. Cor. 2. 14, and Fud. 10.
Are not many fo far from having the Satif-
faGory or afluring, Experiences of God’s Love
to their Souls, that they doubt or deny fuch
2 Thing to be attainzble, tho” the facred
Scriptures plainly affert it in very numerous
Places, afew of which I fhall mention. 2.Cor.
13. 5. 1. Qor. 2. 12. Rev, 4. 17. Rom. 8.
38, 39. Col. 5. 2. 1. Joh. 3. 19. Heb. 6.
11. ' Hed. 10. 73. Is not this a fine Story
of thefe People, that becaufe they have not
found thefe Evidences of the divine Favour,
therefore no others have or may! See what
horrible arrogance and felf-love or rather felf-
batred is in thefe Mep, who make them{elves
the Meafures and Standards of al]l Mankind'!
They are, -forfooth, the ne plus ultra, arrived
to the utmoft Reach of the human Nature and
devine Favour, in Point of Improvement
and Experience 5 O horrible!” And this thcy'
‘hold probably with a View to prop UK their
falfe Hope.  Perhaps, Friend, the Reafon
why thou doft not krow thiefe Tokens of the.
divine Love in thy SelF is, becaufe thou art
yet in a State of black Nature and {piritual
Death, and then certainly you cannot know
What is not ; Nothing, 'is not an Object of
Kq‘d\‘iviec;;ég.“Ba‘g;is' _n%tq it tgich%rita le for
you, ta Méafure every Mang Goinby you ows
Bp e T ey SRR

. 4
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s. Are not fome of you fo far from con-
{cicutionfly 1abouring through the Courfe of
your Life, Yo conform to the Law and Life
of Jelus ; that yg quarre] at the Striétnefs of
the Former, and négle@to Copy after the
1ater, j:ﬁ;kfng Exceptions like Numan the
Syrian? 2. Kmg. 5. 18. Do ye not in the
‘Ceurfe 4nd general Tenor of your Difpofi-
tions and Praélice, fin againft er‘(‘éien't;c b;
breaking the Law and Coujitera&ing the _Lit{
of the Redeemer, and thereby prove that ye
have no Marﬁ'g e ‘ﬂj}foﬁr},; fo" or ntereft. in
him but-on. the " contrary: are under the
Curfe? Fdi‘lg that 15 1 C. Err]? bas Crucified
b Fleb, with the dfeltions iud Lufis of ir.
Gal, 5. 25.  He that [ayeth be abidéth in bim

.é;!lgbtbﬁimﬁff o ta Walk, éven as be Walked,
1. Jop. 2, 6. i U

" _ButTIproced tothe, — °

-4, Ule, which is of Exhortation, I befeech-
yaou poor uh@ox{ﬁ&'ted Sixmers,,”_thdtm ve would
at lalt be perfwaded to accept. of Ehriﬁ as
your Lord and’izing'; apd abapdon other Lords
and Lovers, Aud now if ye will deal kindly
and truly with riiy Mafler, tefi me, and if not,
tell me, that I may turn 10 thé right Hand or
to the Left. To move you toa Compliance
with this Entreaty, I'thall propole to your

B 4

Confideration the following  Arguments er
Motives ; which may 'fhegtim -and good
Qod, in whefe Hairg" th: Hedrts of all Man-

kind
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kind are, ;mzl swwlho can turn tkemn ay the
Streams of I ater, in the South, blefs to your
Eaification and palvatxox b .And firft, pray,
eonfider WHOQO 1t 1s that woos you, and fee if
he hus not all the amiable attractuble Quyli-
ficatjons which may icfiuence our Love, De-
fire or Hope.
~ For 1. H'* 1sa Hrftaqd /Janournb y n’c,r 2 -
ded, beth as to 'Bis Human and Divine Nat
and (1) Asto his.human Nnmre e cciu.n-
ded from the Tribe of Fadub, the moft Fa-
mous of the Trj bes of Ly af/ dnJ from the
‘voyal Familie of Dazid s he is the Braneh
that fprang from the St:m of Fefs, ( 2) ASto
his Divine Nature, he is the Son of the eter-
ral Ced, th: Aucicit of Days, the Father of
Ettrmty, the Forutiin of all Good ard Ex-
cellerey. Prov. 8. 22. 22. :

2. A great and glorieus He: /lmnd the Bright-
nefs of bis Fath:r's Glory, the exprels lgage
of bis Perfon, Hcb. 1. 3. The King of Kings,
‘tbe Lord of Lords, the 017/ Ruler of Price;,
‘the King of Glor 1 the Loyd firorg ,,, od mighty,
tbe Lord snighty jn Battlz. P 24. 8. Woul.]
not.ve then, poor Sinners, be Murried to this
bleflcd God And now if sou will deal truly
avd kindly with my Mafter 1071 me,
2. ARick and Allfuficiert He /bm/d Ephef,

3. 8 Unio me who am lefs then 15¢ leaid of ell
Sa?m.r, 15 this Grace giventhat I pouldPreach
amoxg th' Gantiles the unfearckablz Rickes of

Cirift,
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Chrif. ~ Now ' the Riches of Chrift are un-
{earchable 1n three Refpetts, viz. cf Know-
ledge, Pepth, Defcription, no human Un-
derftanding could ever have found out this
‘Way «f Salvatioh by a Redeemer, and asall
the Wants of Creatures can never draw the
Fountain-of his Fullnefs .dry, fo. it 'exceeds
the Art of Men-and the Tongues of Seraphs
to defcribe it. Riches are @ common attralitive
of marriage Love: Behold, $inner, here 1s an
Incomprehenfible, Inexhauftible, Univerfal
and Eternal Ocean of Boyndlefs and Botem-
~ lcfs, Fullnefs and Riches in Chrift Jeius!
~ Here 1s Light fo direct thée, Life to quicken
thee, Love ta refreth thee, -and Power to pro-
tcct thee, a Balfamto heal thee, clean Rai-
ment tocloath thee, & refined ‘Gold, to enrich
‘thee! If. 55. 1. 2. Rev. 3. 18. And wilt
thon not () Man, O Woman, be efpouted to
this Jufus? And wow /f you will deal truly
and kindly with my* Mafler tell me, ——

4. An allknowing’ Hufband, he knows the
particular Places of his Peoples refidence their
outward Circumftances and inward Diftrefles,
the Depth of their {piritual Malddies and the
Strength of their malignant Enémies, and how
to fend fuitable, feafonable and effe&tnal Suc-
cours and Remedigs to Reicue and heal them.
He fees his Peoples fecret wraftlings and will
rot bids bis Ear at tbeir breatbing. and their
Cry. Lam. 3. §6. Als. 9. 11, Heb.. 4 13‘; .
o - 5- AU
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5. An _afépawer{ul “Hufbind, a God qﬁg{bf
-lute and 1nfinite _‘overeigrrg" yf’:;fnd,( olertii ' Aa-
Jefty, the Pringe of t,h¢‘ké'iﬂé§,.:of the Earth,
‘he does what B¢ pleafes dmgng -the A’rfhi‘gg
of Heaven and afnong the'Clirdrén of Men.
Me:) and’ Devils are fubjegtfo"his’ controul,
the Winds and Seas obey his "Word, Hence
he is able t6 guard “his feeble Spoufe againft
all the violéht Aflaiilts of Hell @nd Earth.
'O héwfife and fecure dre thofe who aré ga-
‘therdd unde¥ the Wing and into the Bofom of
this Almighty Redeemer ! And now if you
will deal kindly and traly with my Mafier tell
mey L . . o ‘

8. An edéry-where-prefent Hufband, all the
united Feorce of Men and Devils caunot fe-
gpf&fe him from his Spoufe, he accompanies

L1

¥ poor People 'in the greateft Difficalties,
when all other Helps and Friends fail! As
Bithop Broeridse ‘ogfe‘rvc‘sﬂ in ‘his' Thefaurys
Thzologivas, * He was with Abrabamon the
¢ Mount, with Noak in the Ark, with [ra:l
*inl theyed Sea, with Danic/ in the Den of
¢ Lyobns, \,vit}z;tfxe’ thre¢ Children ig the Fire,
¢ and withf Yohab on the Water, with Peter in
*Prifhiri~ Yho they Envigpied him about
with ‘ﬂiﬁbgj ‘W&ﬁg}‘}&;tﬁérém shill a Taf-
fise ngﬁ oﬁf&éf.-_,.a@f’wm@ﬁﬁéhmheﬁ
An, Sutogth or Yl conll obfil, O
Sirs, what a bleffcd Friend and incomparable
Hufband then is this Lord Jefus, other Fncnd;
. an
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and Relations may be far from us in cur fo.

reft diftrefles ignorant of our opprefling Ma-.
ladies, or, if they knew them, uunable ta heal

them: .But behold Sinner, behold the glo-
rious .condéfc;Fﬂing. compaflionate and pow--
erful Lord Jetast HMe kanows his Peoplein.
the Fyrnace of A@iﬁigm is prefent with them-
when all other Friends for{ake them: Smiles

{weéteft under the World’s Frowns. O he

arifes with bealing under bis Wings, upon them

in the lonely Di[”t wbhen for difant” fremall
Relations' ! Hof. 2. 14.

7. A Béautiful Hifband, Beanty is a com-
mon Atractive of Marriage Lbve. Naw our
Lord Jefus, is fairer then the Children of Men,
the Beauty of Heaven, the Rofe of Sharon,
the Darling of God, the Wonder of .Angels,
the Lilly of the Valeys, the cheif among ten
Thoufand! There 1s nothing but what is
lovely in him, and in him is a perfe& conv
currence of all created Excellency, and divine
Glory. The Beauty of Creatures is fiaite,
fading, imperfed, deteiving, enfnaring. But
the Beauty of Chrift is jafinite, . perfeét and.
eterdally Oriedt 5 without Want.or Diminu-
tion through all the numbexlsls Periods of
eternal Time. Will' you not then, poor Sio-
ners, frive your Copfent to be &fpoufed to this
beautiful Jefus? And now if 5e will deal
kindly pud truly with my Mafier, tplf me, and

. ’f_

- .

0




(24T
if mot tell me, that I may turn 1o t}’e right
Hand or the Left. -

O Sinners, the Beauty of all Creali: ‘es 1
Blackne{s and deformity, wh 1‘%;\4: d'with
Chrift’s tranfcendent Pxeclicrnkig® « Hz s white
and rudic, the Standard pedOg " i o:.’o/} ten
9 boufand ! His Head is a.f 711_ 20 t 18 (Fold,
bes Locks are tufby and b/ar’c as a. Paven,
bis Eyes-are -as the ‘Eyes of Doves, by the
Rivers of Waters waﬁ"ed with ‘Milk, and fitly
fet. Cant. §. 10. Let as therefore with holy
Paul, account all Things as Drofi urd Dui g
forthe Efcellzncy of tbc I\rzowled se of tLu
amiable 1ord 74’[::' Philip. 2

8. Chrift is'a Prudent Iﬁ/lamd his Love
1s not a femine Fondnefs, but a mafculine ra-
tional Love, which purfues the propereft tho’
not always the pleafanteft Meaflm 'os to fecure
and advance. the beft Good of the beloved
Obje&: Hence whom be loves be chafineth,
and [courgeth every Son whoin be seceiveth,
Heb. 12. 6. 7. This wholefom Kind of Dif
cipline 1s beft fuited to fubdue cur ftuborn
Natures and perverfe Luftst -

9. A loving Hufband, his L"ve has thef@
three remarkable Proportizs, <7z Etcrm’ry,
Tranfcendency, and Efficacy, -and (1) His
Love 1s Eternal, botha parte aite, & a parte
paff, as divines fay, 7.¢.' both before and after.
As it {prung from Eternity, f it will con-
mme to it.  Pro. 8. 31. — Jol 10 28.

(2)




- [ 25 ] | .v
(2) Tranfcendent, exprefling it felf in high
and honourable Theoughts cf his PCOKIE, and
in indearing Exprefi.ons of,  and to them. /f.
26. 4. Mai 3. 17: Cunt. 2. 14. ¢.-8. 5. 2.
(3) EffeRual.ghis Love brought him out of
the Bofomn cf his Father, that.Seat of inex-
préflible Honour ancPleafure, mto a miferakle
World, there to endure a Scene of  ur concesv-
able and unutterable’ Arguifh, in- Order to
{ave his People from perpetual Paing, - Re-
{pecting this Love we may juftly ufe the
Apoltle’s Exclamation. Eplel. 3. 18- 19. And
may be able to comprebend with allSamts, what
is the Breadtk, cad Lesgth, and Depth, ard
Heighth, ard 10 know the Logve of Chrift which
raffeth Knowledge. i.e. to get an - apprehen-
five Knowledge of 1, feelng that a compre-
fenfive View is here) of impoflible Attain-
ment, coes no. this Jefus coming to you in
a Sea of Blood, merit your Efteem and Affec-
tion 2 Can you be unkind to-{fuch a Saviour ?
And now, if you will deal kindly and traly
with my Mafter tell me, avd if not, tell me,
'tléufr‘. I may turn to the right Hand or to the
- Lieft. ‘ ' L
1c. Chrift is an -wdulgent Huftand, no
temporal Hufband will bear with fuch infir-
mities in his Spcufe as the blefled Jefus. Fer.
2 V3. Turn O Fackfliding Children, faith the
Lord, for I ain Married untoyou : And I will
take you one of a City, and 1wo of a Fumily,
' D and

—ea——
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and-I will bring you to Zion. .O the unfha-
ken aftonufhing Patience and permanent. A
feftion of the gracious: Lord }efus!: See-ff,-
89. 31. 3% 32. If they break myStatutes, and
keep nat my Commundmenss . ~Fhen will 1
wifit their Tranfpreffion with the Rod,  and
their Tniquitywith Stripess wueverthekefs;, my
boviag Kemidnefs will | not uticrly. take from
kim, wor foffer iy Faitkfuluefs tafail..
 ¥1: A bencficiemt Hufband, 1no Hufband
under Heaven gives fuch a dowry or joynter
as Chrift, by him his People are mmde Heirs
of God, Heirs of Grace, Heirs of Glory,
kave an undliepable €latm to- a Kingdom,
which can never be moov’d. Kom. 8. 17.—
1Pet. 3. 9. Jam. 2. 5. O wonderful! Who
13 able ta conceive or exprefs the Greatnels,
the Vaftue(s, the Glory, the Beauty, the Ne-
ity, and Excelfency of this Inheritance !
Who can by fearching fiud out. God; or know
the Almighty to Perfelion 2 Says Zophar
it is bigh a: Heavew, what wanf :thou do ¢
Becper thew Hell, what canft thom kxow ?
The Mmﬁirc‘tbrr:;f 15 langer-than the Edrth,
and brogder them the Sea. Job. 11. 8. 9. Now
God himmdelf is the Portion of his People,
@rw. 1% 3. All the Perfettions: of His Na-
‘thre #ve enfag’d 10 advance their cternal In-
.tereft, his Wifdorn ig-theirs to guide them,
‘ya Power to guard them, his  faubfulnefs to
Bopport thems his Love to_ravith them, a}:l_fl
SRS 13
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his fullnefs to fupply .them.- Why then will
ye not be efr sofed to this beneficent, Jefus ye
indigent Sinnerd 2 And now if yo will pew
hadnefs, &o.: . L

12, -An ecerlaftine EHufband, Hofl 2. 13,
And I will bdtroth thee unto me foxeser, 18
Righteoufuc(s-amd in Judpmevt.and. in Joving
Kindnegs and - Mercies,  Death: cutts the Sis
news, and breaks the Bonds of all wasural Rela-
tions, they lie entoomiv'd in. the Grave, abanc -
don’d to perpetual Oblivien 5 but.inflead of
difolving;§Denth firengthens shis {piritual Re«
lation, for it brings the longing Saul inta the
immiediate embraces of its dearcft.-Loed ignd
Hufband 5 andiwafts it intp .3 bright World
of perfedted Spirits.. O is nat it worth thy
Labour to feek anintereft in. this Redeemer
who i¢ fuch.an Almighty and evarlaftin
Friend and Hufband? Awd. xew if y¢ wi
dead kindly and. trdy with smy Mafler, 168
nes . _

2, Confider who "3t is, .this-King of Glory
makes his Coust to, feeif they have not the

1. They are Pei ons of maam Defes ,15!!'
Father way an Amority and theis Maother &

Hittité. Ezek. 16. 45, Joh, 3. ‘6. Yen rather,
they “ave of their- Father abe Devil. for b
Works they will do. Johi 8. 4. - .
2. OF bafe Buality,- Dol degrav'dy, Duft
Potfherds of the Earth; fuch, @s-have geither
- R ' goodnefs



[ 28 1

goodnefs nor firength. KRom. 3, 1c. ——
fob. 15. 5. ~

3. Indigent Perfons, m Refpeét of Condi-
tion, fuch as have not a Bit of Bread to eat,
nor a Rag of Cloaths to put on, nor a Farthing
i their Purfe. Rze. 3. 17. Thole that arerich
are wont te be coy 1 Courtfthip.  But what
madnefs is it for you, Sinners, to be coy, when
the rich and sli{ufficient Jefus makes Court to
you, who are as poorand beggerly as Sm
and Death-can make you. Would not you
eount 1t a ' Pizce  ¢f unaccountable Rudenefs
and Folly; 1f ‘a beggerly fcullion Girl, who
had fcarce :Cloaths to her Back would fhow
much Coynefs:-and- Backwardnefs, when a
great Prinee; of noble Blood and great Wealth,
made repeated and earneft Suit to her, offered
to advance her to-raoyal Dignity.and Cloath
her with Cloath of Gold 2 O unhappy Sin-
ners, ‘this is your feolith Practice! Chuft
offers you great Things on. your compliance
with the Ternms of Marriage. - Tho' ye have
lain among the finutty Potsof Sin, yet if
ve will beefpoufed to Fefus; you may be
Chathed with Gold of Ophir, and all your
Garments made to SweH of Myrrbe, Alocs
and Caffia, out of the Ivory Palices. PI 45.
3. 9. You:may be Adorned like the Dove,
whofe Wings are cavered with Silver and her
Feathers with yellow Gold. Pf 68. 13.

4. They
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" 4. They are impotent Perfons, unable to do
any ‘Thing that is great or good, being dead
in Siis and Trefpafles. Ephell 2. 1. There is
nane of you that dosth good; no not one. Rom,
3. 2. - Fob.o#si 5. o L

5. Black and :deformed Perfons, lying in
the open’ Field 1n their Bleod, as Speacles
of . Shame :and Mifery.. Ezck 16. 6. From
the Crown of ‘the. Head 1o the Soleof the Foet,
covered with Bruifes and putrifyimg Sores. 1.
1. é. Strange -that the Beautiful and allfufici-
ent Jefus fhould make Love Addrefles to
{ach poluted Creatures, the proper Objetls
of Loathing and Abhorance, {pread the Skirt
‘of his Afteétion over them, and fuy to them
liae ! - Amd Stranger yet if pofiible that fuch
abandoned, - ‘helplefs, loathfome Creatures
thould reject and make light- of his' wooing
Motionz, as it’s to be lamented the moft do!
Mat, 22, S. o '

6. They are Latefal Creatures, filled with
Eomity and Spite againft the Fatber of Jefus.
Rowm. 8. 7.Agamndt bimfelf, Luk.x9. 14. Wewill
not have this Man to Reign. over us.  Againft
his Law, P1. 2. 3. Let us dreak their Baxnds
afunder, and caft thetr Cords from us. Againft
his People, .Gal..4; 29.-But as then be that
was Boru after the Fiefb, perfeented him that
was Born after <the-Spirit; fo it ir mow. -

Y

7. Even
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7. Even when renewed, but pecosfb back-
fliding Creatures, apt tooffend hum, and una-
ble to requite sis Lowe, Famr 2. 2. Every
unconveited finner 18 pofefs’d of thefe dole-
ful Difpofitions, and yet the Lord Jefus wocs
them and wants to be grdcious to them, O
amazing Condefcenfion ! If. 30. 18. Again:

3. Confider how .Chrift woos you, vz,
1. Varioufly; fometimes - medsately, by
his Servants, and fometimes immediately
by himfelf ; he gives you Linz apan Line,
and Precept upon Precept, he writesyou the
great Things of bis Law, and that in' Lines
of Blood, alas that they fhoald be efteemed
@s & vain Thing! I fear that awful paflage of
the Prophet Feremiab, Chap. 7. 25. — 29.
may be with too great Reefon apply’d to
the Body of this-People, But Chrift Jefus
not only fends his Servants to wog and warn
vou, but he comes himfelf to invite you. Rew,
- 8. 20. | 2

2. Patiemtly, hébears with many Afronts
Delays, Reftfals, ‘afid yet repeats his Love
adreffes ; which confidering Kis Majefty and
our meannefsis very adiirable!'Jj. 30. 18,

3. Pafionately, by tlle moft endearing
LCompellatians, Cant. §. 2. 48. by the moft
perfwafive Arguments drawn from his {uffer-
ings ard the forprigint Love he exprefled in
them: T bus bedraws with the Cords X; 8

' S | an
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Man, -iwith Bands of Leve, and by the moft
- pungent Expoftulations, kind Entreaties, and:
doleful: Lamentations. Ez¢k. 18. 31. Muat, 11..
28. Mat, 5. 30.. ~—— And . ,
. & Piay, ponder  your Hearts for whatit:

- 1s he woosyou ;. 181t that he may gain any
Benefit byzyou ? No, no, thatis impaflible ¥
For be 15 felf fuficient and abblutely perfe&.
Our goodaefs ¢xtends not-to him, neither is-
it any gain-to him that we are_righteous. Pf..
16. 2. fob. 32..3. Deut.32.4. He 15 a
Kock, bis Wark is parfedd, for qll. bis Ways
are Tudginent,. a God of Truth, and witbout
Iniquity, juff and right is be, PL 16, 11. Thon'
wilt fbew me 1be Path of dLife, in thy Pre-
Jence is fullmefs of Foy, at thytizht Hand are
Pleafuses for cogrmore. .- And daes the blef
fed Jelns fo impartunately: woo fuch. worth-
le(s Duft.as we, not for-his but opr everlafting
Benefit, as th'- his - Heppinefs. depended up-
on our compliance, and will we'not hear this
Rird pojf . Pan;}ggce,-. this {)de,_%f . Heavc;‘lig and
comply with his  gmcigus. and compaliiopate
calls ? - QO the Strgngc and unpqtilngld Mad-
nefs, the dreadfu] ;Stupidity and -upkind Bar-
barity of 2. wretched World?  wha will not
ffﬁﬁ?n to aad comply with this charmers
o‘l'g.e LNESRREIOYE RN SR I TR A AR T L

‘ B‘k,&dﬂmiaursfﬁw wr, apd.gompafionate
ig thy fen ! -Haw pure ansz&"gﬁ"& by
rich: Grace ! (it's amazing that the %hotlg
‘ ar .
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‘Earth does not fthut their Eare againft the £o-

thing but enfnaring Charms, and their Eves

jfrom beholding (with inordinate Defive) the
fadimg faife black Beauties of this World!’s Sy-
rens, and follow afrer this blefled Lamb of
God! O the tranfcendant Beauties of his
Perfon! The {potlefs-Perfection of his Obe-

dience ! The nnfathomable and tremenduous
Depths of his fufferings!” The unftain’d Pu-
r'ty ot his Laws! The ravithing Charms of
his Love! The dazlirg Beauties, Glories and
Splendours of his unthaken Kingdem ! heu

art altogetber Lovely dear Lord ! Thy Voice,
thy Lips, thy Love, are fweet ! who wenld
rot Love thee O King of Saints!  Bleffed Sa-

viour, and1s this thy. gracious and generous
Défign in all thy importunate, Solicitations
with thy poor Creatures, oiily to make them

Happy and Glorious in thy love, and will we
not embrace thee and be efpouted to thee !
Blup O Heavens, and be aftonif’'d O Earth,

and be defolate and borribly afrard ve Moun-

tains, at this rueful, wretched brutith, bar-

barous wickednefs !

Dear Lord! We are unworthy to wath the
Feet of thy meaneft Servants, and doft thou
envite usto thy Table, yea to thy Bofom,
m order to enjoy the Kifles of thy Marriage-
Love ? And will we rejeét the Invitation?
God forbid ! God forbid ! And now, Smners,
If ye will deal kindly and truly with wmy Maﬂn}}

: .
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tel] e, ad rf net; tell me 5 why halt ye, poor
Soul; > why.do ye linger qM delay 1n {o jm-
portant 3 Conoern 2 Pray what Qbje&ions have
yortagatiitt a fpeedy Mamage with my great
Md&@fr " M‘»be‘

4. s ot -hig RnJ'on lmzdk 2’ To thofe that
lwlcwe..; 1 -am fave heis precicus, how little
Bearity {» aver..ye e in h;mlth“t ye fhould
defire him, he g notwithflapdieg thaDefise
of Natiom, then Admirations. af the Saints,
and- Angefs, beth of LheLhungh m.\htant and
tryunrphange. 1.9, 6.

+ 2 Arg ot his; A:mzraavd frop als ration-
al 2 Pcav. what.. Fuults c¢an you find in his
we»’ ‘FThe Rules of his-Goyernmert, which
are fo mnyiveloufly adjufted, to reprefent the
PerfeGions of his Nature, and. illufirate the
Honours. of :his Government, {o confonant to
the upbiafledRcafon of Max,]mnd and fo .{ub-
fervient to proamote their ‘greateft and beft
Tntereft? Which, while they exalt: our Readon
to-a Jut preheminence over. Senfe,. in the
mean Time; indulge us ip. gver).ry decent Li-
berty, Innocent and Honourable Sweet, and
-only reltratr us fuom that, w ich is at. ence
the fhame.and zegroach- of onr ;atxonal Na-
ture, ‘thei IMCeafp andDearJiof our 1mortal
Sculs ;- and ‘aee not:ithe. Ter.m of tlzg Gofpel,
-alike Eafy and Kqyal worthy. of Gad: to, p o-
pofeand {aitable to-us w0 perfexm by has -
f &ansc and Influence ?E—--- And, " :
| 3. Is
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3. Is not his Love urfear chable ? Epkef. 3.
18, 19. wou’d not his painful Suffering for
you, 1n° Name, Bedy and. Soul, gain your
worthlefs, Love ? O horrible Ingratitude! ©
cruel barbarous hard hearted World! And will
ve treat the Blefled, Blefled, bleeding Jefus
thus ? ‘Then remember to your Conviétion or.

Confutlion, thatan ANATHEMA MARA-
- NATHA will be (fo contipaing) your eter-
nal Portion. 1.Cor. 16, 22. And that as yeur
Sin 1n rejecting a:Saviour’s Love, {urpafles the
Wickednefs of Pagans-and Devils, who never-
had-the Offer f it, and thusis blacker than
Hell it {c1f ;. So your plagues will . be wonder-
ful, axcept seKepent. Job. 3. 19. Jam. 4. 17.
-Mut. 0. 15. Fel. 15. 22. .
" 4. Is not Marriage to him equal and of
~ablolute Neceffity ¢ Is not it equal and ratio-
na), that we who are dependant Creatures
thould obey our . Sovereign’s. Commands and-
comply. with his estreating Calls? Efpecially
whes {o much for our Honour and Benefit as
the prefent Cafe realy is.. . Butif this won’t
induce yon, an abfolute Neceflity fhould con-
ftrain. you to be efpoufed to Cheift, for nnlefs
you be divorced from your Lufts, and Marri-
¢d. to htm, you’] be Damned ta all Eternity.
Heb. 12, 15, Foke 8. .24.  Fob. 3. 26.: )
. §» Is not his - Dewry meflimabie 2 2. Cor.
4. 17, For oyr light -AffliGtion whirh is but for-
a Moment, workeih for us a fur more :xﬁediagjz
S an:
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and eternal Wreight of Glory. Now to give
this Argument the greater Force and Energy, .
confider what this happivefs which Chrift cf-
fers to thofe who are willing to be efpoufed
to him contains. Now there are thefe (2).
Ingredients in 1t (1} a Privation of every
Evil, and (2) a Poffeffion of every Good.
1. I fay there, 1s a perfcét and perpetual.
Prization of or freedom from every Euil,
both of Sin and Punifhment, which we either
feel or fear in this World, which particularly
appears in the following Inftances, ;
1. There is a Freedom from all Heart Cor-
ruptions, as well as DefeCts of Speech and
Piattice, which are a great griefto the Peo-
ple of God 1n this World. Rom. 7. 24, There
1s not the leaft Inclination in the Inhabirants
of that City of the great King, to fwerve from
the golden Rule of Righteoulnefs. Epbef, 5.
27. Rev. 21. 27. Rew. 22: 15, '
2. From all outward Temptations to Sin,
whither from Satan or wicked Men, then fhall
that maljcious’ Accufer of the Brethren be
peifedly bruifed down under their Feet, and
they fet fur ubove the Reach of his euve-
nom'd Arrowss and wicked Men fixed mn
their everlafting T-ph-t, where they fhull be
no more sble to blaft the Names «f the Re-
deemed of God, with their malicicusSpeeches,
or grieve 1 e Hearts by their beafilyPs: &ies,
Roin. 16. 20. Luk. 16, 26,—— And.
o | 3. From
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. 8, From all defeds of their relgons [er-
gares, which they at ‘prefent groan under n
this vale of Grief ani Imiperfi¢tion 5 their
Hearts will never be out «f frame any mae
in-divine Worfhip, obftrutte.i by w-nltrinzs or
hardnefs, but he carried cut towards the =n1-
~ able -God, in"an uamnterrupted eve: lathing.
Tranfport of Affeion to and complacency i
him. If. 64. 6. o

4. From the fmperfetions cf their Greees
their faith will be turned into fight, there
will be no more doubtings of the goodiefs
of their State, the continuance of their Father’s
Love, or of the Power and prevalence «f
their temporal and ghoftly Enemies to all
Eternity. - Their Deftre and Hope wiil expire
in the full and final Enjoyment of the long’d
fof Good. Their forrows fhall be turned into

ys which -are wnfpeakable, Glorious ani
Everlafting. Their Sobbs mto Songs, their
doleful Complaints into chearful and perpe-
- toal Hofaunas, Keo. 3. 8. 9. —=13.

5. From the ianocent Infirmities of Nature,
fach s Hunger, Thirft, Weartnefs, Maims,
Blenvifhes, their Bodies will be Spiritual,
Beitiful and Glorious, like the Body
bf?o!;'riﬂ, which on the Mouut of Transfign-
tation fhone like the Sun, They fhall be
perfett in ftrength, quick and wnwearied 10
their Motion ﬁﬁpr,c Seraphims.. Pod. 3. 8t,
J} Car. 15.43. Mat, 17. 2. -
S 6. They
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&. Thev fhall be perpetually freed from all
the pewal Fruits of Sin. From all pain and
ai:gu-‘h b th of Body and Mind. Never thall
any Cloud arife m that ferene Heaven, to
perplex  their Minds, nor any Difeafe or
Death in thefe ‘Regions of Immortality and
Life, to pain their Bedies, Fev. 7. 17.  And,
2. There isa Poffefion cf all Good, that
1s or can be the Obje¢t of a reafpnable Defire
or Hope, ifluing Pricipally from the Sight
a:d Enjoyment of God. s ‘ |
Here we fee darkly ar in a Glafs, Fut there
we fhall fee Faee to Face. 1 Cor, 13. 12. In
- ts Viffion of God, the UnderBardings of the .
Glorifiéd will be Entertain’d with the nobleft
Difcoveries of Truth, which is their proper
Good. They fhall be inexpreflibly delighted
with beholding the charming Glories of the
divine Nature, the tranfcendent Beauties of
his #¥ord, and the forprizing Harmony of
his Works. T |
~ There the deep Defigns of his unfearchable
Wifdom in his unchungeable Parpnfes (which
oftands like Mountains of eternal Brafs) fhall
be opened, and the uaftained Hovours of his
Sovereign and unerring Providence, (through
all its mazy Labrynths) in bringing every of
thefe to their timely Births thall be unvail’d,
and fhine with thebrighteftBeautees, 11ke the
richeft Jewel imbofled-in the pureft Gold.
: , =\ etk ’5"'.“‘\" e

« - There
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‘There the blefled Jcius feated on a Throne
of great Glory, aco 1.ed with ail his media-
torial Beauty and Ekxcellency, will be vap-
turcufly Admired, and reverently ader’d, by
all the thinng Ranks of proftrate Saints and
Seraphims, and the Honours «f his Dyirg
but vittorious Love perpetually Sung with
the {weeteft Accents by all the heavenly
Hofts. Rew. 5. 9. Rev, 14, 1. — 4,

There furely redeeming Grace fhall appear
in its proper Lufture, the ancient Councils,
concerning it, be fully difcovered, aid their
feafonable Accmphifhment fwcetle difplaid,
in which all the Atributes of the Deity.  But
particularly his unfearchable Wifdom, in-
flexible Juftice, inviolable Truth, and tranf-
cendant Love, fhall receive their peculiar and
harmoniousHoncurs, & fhine with-the ftrong-
efiLight. P[. 85. 10. Mirey and Truth aremet
together, Righteoufnefs andPeace bave Kiffed
cach other, The Glories of his unfearchable
Wifdom, will be fully opened n contriving
a Scene {o well {uited, to illuftiate the  Ho-
nours cf the divine Nature, and conciliate
the feemingly jarring Attributes of 1t, w2,
His Mercy and Juftice. that the Latter ben.g
{atisfied the Formier might be 'difplaid.  OF
his involuble Truth in 1fli@irg the Penaltics
avexed to the Preach of the fi:ft Covenant,
Cen. 2. v7. Cf his nifloxible Jutice, n ofs
fi.¢tirg his" cwa Ecu to death, rcatha t};f_‘_u
B in

-
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Sin thould go ni':jpuniﬂlged._ If. 53. 5. Ofhis
tranfeendent Love, 1n punifhing his beloved
Son, rather than the Sinner l%muld perifh.
1. Job 4. 10. And as the Underftinding of
the :Redeemed will be delighted with behol-
ding' the moft excellent Truths, as has been
hinted before, 10 their #:lls fhall be ravithed
with embracing the fupreame Good, the blef-
fed God him(:1fas their eternal Portion, from
this will illhe perpetnal Joy, and Praife,
Peace, and Purity, unexpreffible and glorious.
Rut befides thefe Things mentioned there will
be Aecefferizs to the happinefs of the Saints,
arifing - from the Bsauty of thg Place, the
Charmsof its Inhabitants, and Perpetuity of
its Daration. - |

Behold, poor Sinners, the Stately glo--
rioas and joyfal Triumphs of  Emanuels
Country ! Laok how ‘the Rivers of pious
Love and perpetual Joy of pure peace and
perfe® Pleafure rove in endlefs circles
through the ‘whole Land! See there is the
Tred of Life, the Bread of Heaven, the An-
gels Manna! Sinner, lonk eaftward, weftward,
northward, and foutlward, all this will God
give thee, if thou wilt be but efpanfed to his.

et

S'-m, ‘the blefled L 'q]“ ]' ﬁls, a.ﬂd__won,_t ye 2,
Sinners 1 won't ye ? What are ye ,quita.nea.f'
Conféience, Reafon and Senfe? Is your felf-.

(W}

Love qrite Iveal within you, ~and will ye'
ot p“
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pot feek your own -h:ppimgfé~? O have thefe
Things no Impreflion bpon you! € hacd
Hearts! What fhall be dovle fir yoa porsr Sm-
ners, it oxder to maks you wifz to Salvatson ¢
Alafs, - will. no  Arguments 'perfvade you?
Well may'the gracioie 3od pitty aid ‘per-
fwaide you, who won't pity;your felves,  But
I prooeed to canfider the, """ .
2. Prapofitson, vm. That the taithful Ser-
sants-of Cbrif, qre grigved to fee the Treary
of thewr Mater’s Murriage Favg in [ufpence .
This was the fud fource of the prous Pranhet’s
" moursfel Complaints, I 29 4. — 4 buze b
labouwred in wain, I bare [pent my ‘Stresgth tfbr |
woxght, JI. 52 v. who buth b:licv:d okr Fle-

- port? And to whonis ihe Arm of the lord
veoeal’d 2 Micha, 9. 1. 2. Wo is me, for [
am as when they bave gathered 1he Summer
Fraits, asthe Grupe gleanings of the Vintage: |
Fhere is ne clufter 1o Eat, My Soxl d-fired |
the firft ripe Fruit 5 the gosd Man is pevifh.d
‘out of the Earth, and there is none upright
among Men, o ' 'i
" Now to held any Thing in Sulprace, 1s to
-remain usdetermined mour Chrice concer-
NIng ¥, to bak between two Opinions, waver-,
ing {fometimes to one Obgeét and {Umetimes to;
another. | - _ I

‘That too many are guilty of this pernicicus
Pradioe appears from both 'Scripture ail
- +Reafen. 1. King. 18. 21. And Elrjab . sam:
it
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unto all the People, and [uid, how long balt ye
between two Opintonsy if the Lord be God,
follow bim : But 1f Baal, then follow bim. and
Kev, 20 15, 16, ] know thy Works, that thou
art ncitber.cold nor bot : I would thou wert
cold or bot.. Sq then becaufe thou art luke-
warm, and geither cold nor -bot, Iwill (pué
tec out of my Mouth, Zec. 1. 11. — And be-
hold all the Earth [nteth fH:ill and 15 at reff.
The ftillnefs of many about the concerns of
their Souls, whofe lives are notwithftanding
.+ very broken and miferable, their indifference
about heavenly Things, both in Speech and

Praltice and in the mean Time their ecager
Purfuit of Earthly, both by unfeafonable,
yea, everlafting Difcourfes, about fuch Trafb,
and by their fiaful Contrivandes ‘and inordi-
nate Labours to amafs great worldly Tieafurs,
nntwithftanding of their contrary Prof ition,
Pretences, Obligations, are too plain Proofs
of the Propofition, tobe denied by any ra-
tional Man. ‘ B -

The general Caufes of this-Suponce, are
thefe fullowing. . SR

1. {ynorance, both of the Nature of God,
true Religion, and their own'-Danger. If
Men had juft Appréheafions of the :blefled
God, and perceived the beautrful -attrallive
Perfe@ions of his Nature, they could not (even
the dulleft Souls) but be fired and charmed
with his ravithing Gloxges, and freely cl;.]t;fs:
S - im
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hirh s¢ thetr Mafter ard Portion 5 in like man-
- ner, had Men but true Notions, of the Nature,
Necetlity, and Excellency of fleligion, they
wouldoubdt™ g mike it ths Obfe& o f thenr
voluntary Choice and Matter of their perfe-
vering Praice, becaufe its Precepts contain
fuch Beauty and Equity in them, lits promi-
fes fuch Springs of Sweetnefs, and its threats
fuch Majefty and Terror. Were unhappy
Sinners bnt thoroughly fhaken off the Lees of
their carnal Security and falfe Hope, and
made fenfible of their prefent danger and
mifery, they would no longer be luke-warm
and indifferent, but endeavcur to rake Hea-
gen my Sterim. Mat. 11, 12, O Sinner, fee
snd confiber the danger of 1gnorance repre-
- fente in dreadful Colours in the following
Places cf Sciiptnre, If. 27. 11. For 1t
» & People of no Underflanding : Therefore
be that mady them will wot bave merey onthem,
and, ke that formed them will [bew them no
favonr. 2. Thef. 1. 7. 8. 9. —— When the
Lord Fefus ball be revealid from Heaven,
with bis mighty Angels in ;ﬂaming'ﬂre, taking
vemgeance entbém that Fnow not God, and
that obey wot the G-fpel of our Lord Fefus
Chrik - Who Bl be tunifbed with everlafi-
ang DefiruBion from the Prefence of the Lord,
awd from the Glory of b1y Power. ”
2. The Love of Sin, this is conatural to us,
bccanle we were bapen in Iniquity. Ff. g}. .Z
> ob.
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Fo¥ 14. 4. 1If. 48. b. Job. ¥1. 120 Job. 3.
6. Hence we have a ftrong yea brutifh pronefs
naturaly to comnutit in defpight of Reafon,
and Cor{cience, Ter. 8. 6, Every ome turns
to his Conrfe as the Herfe 1ufbeil into thy
Batile. {ee Proc 7. 22 If. 1. 3. This corrupt
bvafs being fo inveterate and firong, s there-
fore dificultly broken, and.fo q powerful pre-
judice againft the Sinners .ggmpliaice with
the Terms and Performance of the Duties of
Religion. - T A '

3. The Policy of Satan, 2. .Cor. 4. 4
The God of this World, (lo the Devil is called
catchrefticaly hecaufe of his ufurped and ex-
tenfive Dominion) 2ath bliwded the Mind: of
them which belicve not, deghf the Light of the
glarious Gofpel of Chrift, who is the Image of
God, fhould [hine unto them. The Devil tellp
them, that thereis no great evil m in{mall
Sins, I mean thofe that are reckoned fuch, not
that any Sin ecanbe in it felf {mall, no,unjefs
there can be found a {mall or. little Deity.
The Sins muft needs be great, that are com-
mitted againf} hirtv  The Devil will Jiften in
to their Ears, that there 1sno, great hurt in 1.6-
gle@ing the Hearing of the Word {cmetimes,
and other Duties of Religios, and n takinﬁ
worldly Difccurfe on the Lord’s &y,j an
keeping bad Company. As slfo that -theve
is no fuch Difficulty in Religion, as fome

firiCt Preachers gpd People puckefs.. M*g’;
co. - tha
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that Gnd is merciful. and that- Chrift has
died for the worft of 5mners, that it is need-
lefs for them to take pains' about Reclivion,
intheir prime and firength (for that he
fuggelts, would be to bid adue to all Pleafures)
feeing. theycan feonre their happinefs by a
late ‘Repentdnce. - Now zf'er Satan has hard-
néd. them in:Sin -after this ‘Manner, if they
_chance to- be::awakened by the Word, or
Providence, he quickly alters his Note, and
telle them that the Day « £ Grace is-over, or
that - they have.commaitted the unpardonable
Sin-thear Imiquities are too great to be for-
given, and therefore that 1ts too late to repent,
If they had begun fooner in the Service of Gorl,
or f med lefs againft him they might have
expetted Merey - “from him ; but now their
Sins are-fo greut that they had as good leave
of ftriviag, - they muft -perith. - To antidote
thefe ‘poifanous. deﬁru&:ve Delufions of the
‘Devil.” Ifhall referr you to the following
-Scriptures, which you may read at your lea-
fure. Rom.: 6 22. Rom. 10. 17. If. 58. 13.
Pro. 13 oa Iak 12, 24 Exi 34. 7. Fol.
¢ 30 Enlef. v2. v. Pro. 3.-17. Pro. 1. 24.
38 Pro. ag9.01. If. 1,418, Mar. 11. 28. Mat.
38, ¥1. If‘m.g. Pf. 8§. 11 2
- %4 The:Cares of the. Worid, e:ther to en-
large (as*tha Sea) or prefcrve their Poffefli-
_-ong;- choalt' tlitirgood Inclinations, break the
gham of: )tlm&., religious Meditations; a'id
makxe



make them but luke-warm, Galeos or deceit-
£11 Demafts 1 the  Aftairs of Religion. Alas
there be manw Mariha’s now adays (but few
Mary's) w.o are carefal and-troubled absus
many Thinge.. Luk. 10. 91. (Merimnas kai
turhadre per1 polla.) But in the mean Time
negiect tiinonel Thing neceflarw, which is
1 fiitly mard Avorth than-themn ally iz, The
fecuring their etériial Happinefs in:the pro-
per Sealsn of it, the Word Merimma,: imports
fach cares as divide and diftrefs the -Mind,
thusare not the Hearts: of -many, feperated
from Gul.and greevouflv perplexed- with a
Variety of vexations Cares about this vain
perrithing Waild; while in the mean there is
a deep itlence. and uneoncerndnefs - about
theie dearhlefs | Souls,:: O Sirs, what will be
the!End of thefe Things, fee Amos. 6. 1.
and Z:ph: 1. 12.% Epbef. 9. 5. 1 Fob. 2. 15.
§. The Exdmplesof the Crafty and Ricsh,
from which thev areapt to inferr thisy other
People, the wifeand great are eafic -about
their Souls, and why may notl? Surely
they know mote about thefe' Things - then I
do. Ausfw. Yes,-vou may,if yon’l be:con-
tent with the faime Fate:. Luk. 6. 25. o
unto you that are fidl 1 For yo- fbddl -bunger.
Wo untoyon téas Lawph mow s >for ve fball
modrn and weep. Seec 1. €ors w260 27,
~ Net-many -wife: M bfter the Flefli not nany
-poble, are-called. But'Ged-bascboftn :Mf;q;
pdr S b4
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Jifb Things, of the ’?' orld, to confound the
wife ; and God hathchofen the weak Things
of the World to confound the Things which
are Mighty ; what if they have a little more
Knowledge, their abufe f 1t makes them -
but more like the Devil, their Father, who is
an inteligent but wicked Spuit. =~

6. Prefumption, either that they are right
already, or-fhall furely be fo afterwards, tho’
they have no. feriptural Ground for either,
B). 57. vo, | o
% Error in Opinion about the Nature of
Religion, or rather the Preparatives of it, viz,
That there is no neceflity of that trouble,
and Diftrefs cf Soul, which faithful Minifters
urge 1 Order to Converfion, accordirg ta
the Current of the Scriptures. fer. 4. 3. 7oel,
2 ¥2. 13. fam. 4.8.9. Mat. 5. 4. Mu,
¥1. 312, 6. ~— But their natural
Atheifm and Self love, ur rather Love of Esfe,
inclines them fecretly to Queftion or openly
to oppofe the moft plain andtlear Teftimonies
of Seriptare in this Cafe. |

Now the Reafons of Faithful Min:fter’s Sor-
rows and grief upon this Account are thefe,
viz. « | .

1. Becaofe this fufpence is dithonourable
to their Mafter, an affront to his Perfon, 1t
isas if they queftioned whether he were pre-
ferable to their Lufts and fading Enjoyments.
A Contempt of his Authaiity, (Mat. 6. 23,

but
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but [eck Tﬁrﬁ‘, &c.) Armed with the mnft
dreadful Threats. 1. Cor. 16. 22° An abufe
of his Mercy alorned with thericheft Ten-
ders and Triumphs of fiee Love, Fob. 3. 16.
Now the greater Affe&ion true hearted Mi-
nifters have to their great Mafter; in Propor-
tion 1s their Grief for his abufe, which in«
clines them to Ule with fobing . Flearts, the
pailionate Language of Eliczer, with their
Hearers, And now if you will dzal truly and
kindly with my Mafler tell me,-and of not, tell
me, that [ may turn te the right Hand or to
the Left. - And, . . o |
2. Defiructive ta Souls, Rev. 3. 1§, 16-
The greater Value they have fir the Souls of
Men, the clearer Views they -have of the
happinefs, Sinners {light, and of the compre-
hen}ivc Ruin they are haltning to; by their
indifferenc and wickednefs; the more i
Praportion me# be-their Sorraws : - Who can
be an uncongerned ‘Spefator- of {uch.a dole-
ful Tragedy > "Who can without Iudignation
and Pitty behold foolifh Sinners felling their
Souls, for veéry "Trifles of no Moment or Du-
ration, into eternal Painss ah, 1ts €nough to
draw pitty from a Rack, and to-mak a_Heart
of Iron bleed. And now.sf yz willdeal sruly
with my Mafter tell me, — =
R 3 Difappointing to their Labours, O! mufh
1t pot ke wounding to their Hearts, to fee
their Prayersunanfwered, their Sermons loﬁ'c,!
’ an
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and ail their Defites and Labours blafted with
Difappointment? To travel and beiig forth
nothing but Wind, to Sow upon hard Recks,
or on the faithlefs Waves, to” find by fad kx-
perience that Sinners will not be periwadled
to forfake the Ways of Sin and Death, and ac-
cept the Life {ct before them O! how dees
1t grive - the poor Minifters of Chrift, to fee
their dear Lord flighted, and all the Oflers of
bis pure and preticus Love defpifed ? While
m the mecai Time, "Sin, Satan and the Waild
findd eafie accefs to the Heart, thefe bafe Ri-
vals of our Redeemer, tho’ of a vipercus brood
and deftruttive tendency, are pallionately

- carefled, readily admitted’ and their Motions
punctually obey’d, while Chiift Je fusthe Lord
of Glory, who has the beft Right to our
Hearts and Obedience, is bafely rejetted and
kept without the Door of the Heart, unt { Fis

"Head 15 wet with the Dew, and bis Locks
with the Drops of the Night. Cant, 5 2. How

caa the faithful Minifters of < -od, the Sons of

Lewt, and all the Sons of Ziom, keep from

bewailing and fobbing over fuch infatuated

Souls, in the paflionate peircing Strains of

Mourning Feremiab, Fer. 9. 1. Ob, that my

Head were Waters, and mine Eyes a Fountain

of Tears, that 1 might weep Day and Night,

for th: Slam of 1he Daughter of my People-
I come now to the Improvement. And,

1. Is
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1. Is Safpence in inch important concerns
fo unreafonable in it felf, {o grie'vm"g to godly
Minifters, {o oﬁepﬁve to GOdt ewr great
Mafter, and fo diftryélive to the Souls of Men ;
‘W by then, Sinners, in the Name of God, will
ye be Guilty of it? Aund now if ye will
deal kindly and truly with my Mafter, tell me,
and if naot tell me..—— ; . . . ..

But who are Guilty of this perverfe Prac-
tice? Y Awfwer. . .. ..., ..

1. All you flefbly Pesple,, wbq_mak:’, Provi-
jj’;‘é‘an for the Flefb, 10 fulfil the the Lafts thereof. .

tom. 13. 14. Ce

2. You.idoletrous Worldlings, Wﬁofc cheif
Love is fet wpon this vain, World, ‘who care
for it and purfue after it as your cheif Good,
whilé 'in the mean Time, you balely, trifle
with God and your poor Souls, and mind. wot
tbe Aflictions. of Joleph. Amos, 6. 6. Do
not all Men mind their ownT bings, and few.the
Things that are Fefus Chriff's. Philip§.2. 21.

2. Ye fecure and femiconvineed Simmers,
either who never-have been awakn’d out of
your dead Sleep,.or but bhzlf awakned and
relapfed again to your Perdition, who have
put your Hand 1o tke Plow, and loeked back
like Lotts IVifz,. to the World or' your other
Lufts, ye are vat fit for the Kipgdom of Hea-
ven, neither fhall yeever enter. mito it, or
poflefs it {o continuing 3 no, ye are poflefled
with feverDevilshere, and may expeta fear-
" G fully




fully agravated Damnatxoi hereafter, Luk,
17. 33. Hebi 1ol 38 3¢ u’lc g.‘ '26'.] Mat..
V1. 44. 45. Kfge: eommne ' Impenitence.
. You' hatoers it Chrifjtthity,
fomﬁhmg and’ .fuffer formetHing ', *ﬁt “"6t e
nough, .ye firfk or feébnflB | ians,
wha either eryiup the & letli‘s Q‘?
vine ‘Wotfhip, «atill in-'the &éﬂn ’l‘gmé for
all your hamfaq:nl Show, Q}rimat:ef and C’etc-
mony, n@n&mdht hnd' i Buaties you
owe to yonr Neighbout : - For all your Shew
of Chriftiandry:!yer woald bité and cheat
your Neighbour if you-could &ofthamifomly, -
1o as ta efcaps: J:fcnedﬂ Ot ye wretched,
fairfac’d fmuot}m)ingt d but foul} faU‘c heartcd |
Hypocrites }. You aré the¢ bane aud peft
of Chnﬁlamtcy O! Yewhited . :pukm'
Its you who under a Pi-tence of Friend-
'ﬂup wound  Religion' to “the Heart, and
legwe-it, bleading urid-gafping for Life.” Pull
of yaur Paint and Matks, ye Hypocrites, and
appear like -what ye aré, inchrtate Devils 5
its better for-the. Peuple b Goid to have roa-
ring, ragmg Dav:ls, than DqVﬂs i’ difguile;
whkat can fuch as ye expe@, but 'to be Cut
afunder by the Sword of God's n’:[uﬂ;lce and
fusk .in the Damnatmn of He Mat, 24,
s 1 Mat. 2329, 33, Qdier u Mor-_.
ality as fufficient, “while they : ncg el th'e \
fitive Dudlesof devine Worﬂnp “Thus as the.
L:gmf tbfme, 2s Solomm oﬁexves, are

not
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not equal, fo the Life of a Hypocrite is not
uniform.  He has nat a Refpett to all God’s
Laws, and [0 in truth, has a real Regard to
none of thern, feeing they all fpring from
the fame faurte,, are_of the fame tendency,
and énjoyned by .the fame Authority, and
conféquently has Reafon to be afham’d of his
Hope, and diftrefled about his.prefent danger.
TheGenerality of Hypocritestgre likeBadyers,
of whom it’s {aid shat ‘their Legs are of an
uiequal Lengths fo the Difpofitions and
Praétices of Hypacrites are nat in the.general
Courfe holy and heavenly,  but Ambitious,
flefhly, or worldly, . for all - their fair fhews,
and good Moods. See Mat. 5. 20. 46.. Pf. 119.
6. I[- ;8' 2- 4{"\,\:- » s - \
5. Ye Carelefs, Galeos, who matter not
whither Zion, ;ink or fwim, if yecan but
fecure your worldly Honour and Intereft;
what do you think ye halting Hypocrites that -
there is any Spark of faving Grace in you?
No furely, otherwi{e you would have a hear-
ty Love to and deep Concern for’ the Interef?
of Chriftianity. P/, 137. 5, 6. Ye Earth
wormis, and worldly wife Men, ksow that
the Lord Jefus hates and loaths you, and
will reje@ you at. lajt with abhorrence if ye
continue in this indolent Courfe. Rev. 3. 15,
16. God wil] defiray and eonfound the Wifdom
of the Wife, and ¢atch them in their own craf<
tinefs. 1. Cor, 1. 10, 20, 27, 1. Cor. 3;1‘}]19.
2t
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"Lhat awful Paffage of the Apofile Pan/to the.
Romans 1. 22. Mav be applied to many
(who are called the Wits of our Age) =iz.
That while they prefefs shemfelzes Wale, they
become Feols. ' | o '
" 6. You flothful Balams, who content your
felves with good Withes, Withes without good
Actions, ye are halters in Chriftianity 5 bow
dong will ye Slecp you Slugards, when will
ye arife out of your Sleep ¢ Pro. 6. 9. What
can ye expelt to get by your lazinefs and
loitering but fhamme and raggs 5 if the King-
dom of Heaven fuffers Violcnee, and the Vi-
olent (and none but they) take it by Foree,
How can ye ever expect to attain it then in
your prefent Couile, if many fhall feck to
enter into the ftraigkt Gate, and fhall not Le
able, how doleful then is vour Condition! Fog
is not it reafonable to conclude, that ycu are
of the Number of thofe who feck and fhali
not find, %=. Who feek {o feldom, fo coidly
and indifferently as if ye afked a denyal ra-.
ther than a blefiing ? If we fhould run {o as to
attain, 2, Cor. 9. 24. How do you think ycu
will ever attain who never run ? We are bid
to firive. 19 enter wnto the firaight Gate. (ago-
nid [refihe eifehbein diates flencs pules.) The
the Word Agonizefibe fignifies to firive as
in an-‘Agony’; is your lazinefs like this ye
flothful Hypocrites ? why balt' ye between 190

'Oﬁf
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inions? If the Lord be- God, ferve bim, but
if Baal, then follow him. 1. Kings. 18. 21.

7. You Aerippa’s, who are but allmog p:r-
fwaded to be Chrifiians, and therefore can:
cxpeét to be but almoft faved, is not it pitty
that for the want of a little more Labour and.
Experience you fhould loofe all your Prayers,
‘Tears, Sighs, Defires, Endeavours, and pe-
rifh for ever? Gal 5. 7. Ye did run well,
who did hinder you, that ye thould not obey
the Truth? See If. §8. 2. Hof. 6. 4. Hcb.
‘ 6.' 4. o 9 L S
3. You deceitful Sauls, who fatisfy your.
{lves with refolving well for the future, tho’
ye perform not your Refolutions, like. the
hypocritical lfraclites, who are forward enongh
in making fair Promifes but falfe and Faith-
lefs in the Performances, of them. Deut. s, 27°
Go thou mear, and bear all that the Lord our
God (ball [av, And we will bear it, and
do it. Now how they accomplifhed thefe fine
Purpofes you may learn fromthe Teftimony
of Mofes, whowas an Eye and Ear Witnels
of their perverfe Carriage. Dent. 21. 27. For
L know thy Rebellion, (faith he). and thy fif
Neck :  If you will confult the Context you
may find that the Ifraclites Refolution flow’d
from afrightful Senfe they had of the Ter-
rors of God’s Majefty, when he.appeared in
flaming Glory upon Sina’s Mount, When\thﬁl:
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maflie Hill and. all the neighbouring Earth

fhiook at its deep Foundations.like a Leaf
fhdken-with tlie Wind, at the awful Prefence,
ad bowed beneath the Burden of a God, (as
Dotor Watis exprefles in his. lyrick Poems)
when the lfraclites heared the groaning: Hea-
véns above, and felt the labeuiing trembling
Earth beneath, and faw S7ia7clad withFlames
and Smioke before them, toa greater Degree
then ‘ever Vefuvius or Etna, were.it could not
but paifk an Earth-Quake of fhivering Horror -
in theit Bofoms, firik their Minds with a
a folemp dread, and feize their Faces with a
dying Pale; then they want to. enter into a
pedeefal Treaty with Febora (tho’ ata Dif-
tanée) in Hafte, and promife toobey hisLaws,
for they faw it was fearful to fall under his -
angry rebukes. So you, no doubt, in Sicknefs
or fome other Diftrefs, when under the dif-
mal Apprehenfions of a gloomy Eternity,
have taken up Refolutions to ferve God and
amend your Lives, which it’s probable you
forgot when yougrew well, and that Scene
of Terror vanifhed. O horrible ingratitude!
Lilee fo that of the wicked Ifraclites mentio-
ned. Pf. 78. 34 36.37. When be flew them,
dbenthey fought bim :  And they returned and
exguived early after God. Nevertbelefs they
did flatier bim with their Mouth, and they
lied -umto bim wish their Tongues.. Fortherr -
Heart was not right with bim, netther mzn

I L2 O - they
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they fladfaft in bis Lovenant.  Q Sinnes, what
wiil your anperformed Refolutions Signify, .
but to proove that-your wickednefs has been
copamitted -againft light, contrary te. your
Judgment and Confeierices, and therefore that. .
ye deferve and may expect to pofefy (except .
ye repent) the greaterDamnation? Fok, 3. 43, ;
Why halt ye therefore between two Opinions, .
if the Lord be God ferve bim, and if Baal, 1hen .
follow bim. And now if ye Wil deel kindly
and truly with-my Mafter'tell me, ‘-_-"m;_? if pot,
tell me, ~—v— o o TS TR0 T
9. You delaying Felixes, Whoptt of your. "
repentance from' Tiftte tg Trmbe, 1 Ppretence -
for a convenient Seaforr, whicH O, Are pever -
like to get, if you-do not “iftirove the pre-
fent ; for it will He continully wprfe’ apd .
worft, with vou sirftead of beftsr” and Better,
as you foolithly imaginetyours: He %‘,ﬂwiiit
gradually grow har'der,:-thq,l)g;f%”l?@ efhonof -
you ftronger, your:Inclinationsto:Sin will be. ...
greater, and by'conféqd‘:ﬁéé'ygﬁrl)}"ﬁ&&ﬂpnﬁg ;
0 de.l!l' "Ly

Piety lefs, and the great 4hd ealous.
probable will be. provoked to fbr‘f;‘he and

N . - N o A i « >
abandon you uttetly, becanfe of goq_r obfti«

nate Wickednefe. Exck. 24. 13, ¢ 2% Hu

And thew wo to thee thit ever Thou WL Berz.t

: x S RN
It’s you delaying Signer?‘tsfho‘hb‘ld ] 1e. Mage -
riage. of Jefus in ‘Swfercr} ¥ you Nabapaih.
Souls, who halt ‘betiveen twb ‘fnp“\&,,. 7dy .
and Baal, Chriftan®your Lufts, and thereby

fordidly

—
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fordidly diflionour thg blefl2d God, gricveufly
Diftrefs the Hearts of his faithful Servauts,
and cruelly Damn your ewn Sculs, exce:t
ye repent fpeedity, and clofe with Jefts, to
which you are frequently and earncfily
invited. /1. 55. 6. 2. Kev.-2. 20. Gen.
é. 3. .

1 0. ng.p_roghanié Herd of hardned Mor-
tals, whohave brazen Frosts and Iron Hearts,
- who dare-defyHeaven and ftorm Hell, you are
the.Perfons alfo who are Guilty before Ged,
of this halting and fu{pence ; for whatfoever
Enmity 1510 youﬂ‘\’_ilis,’_ or Scofts on your fiul
Tongues, againft powerful Religion, yet you
¢an not but -approve of 1t fecretly i your
Judgment, and more fedate Thoughts of
Things, and privately 7ifh fometimes y:cu
were poflefled of it, only the Difficulties that
attend it, efpecially theBeginnings of it, {care
you, crofs your carnal eafe, and therefore you
cannot think with Complacence of an 1me-
diate compliance with the Terms of Chriti: -
nity, but {till prorogue this grand Affair f
Debate from one Timg to another.  Hear,
poor Sinners, the great Dottor cof the Gen-
tiles {peaking apofitely to your Cafe. Gl
6. 7. 8. Be not deces’d, God is not mock:s,
for whatfoever a Man Soweth tiat [ball 12
allo reap, for be that Sowetl 16 the Flofb fbul!
of the Tl reap Corruption.

And
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~ And now, Sinners, let me expoftulate with
you in the Name of the eternal God, if g
will deal kindly and truly with my-Mafler, tell
me, and if not iell me, thar 1 nay turn to the
right Hand or to§the Left, Why halt ye mife-
rable and infatuated Sinners? Are you in
fufpence who is the beft Mafter, which is the
moft ratiopal Work, and which is the beft
Wages? Js there any Comparifon betwecn
an ufurpin Tyrant, anda Tightful amiable
Lord? Between the Beautics of Holinefs, and
Horrors of Darknefs 2 InfintteExcellency, and
the moft flagrant Impiety 2 =~
Is there any Comparifon between real and
perpetual Liberty, and the moft abject Slave-
1y > Between the brighteft. Light, and the
moft opake darknefs?> The pureft Pleafure,
and the moft intenfe Pain? The moft glori-
us Life, and ignominious Death? The Embra-
ces of God, and the Embraces of Devils?
Between the {weet Society of Angels and
Saints, and the horrid Shriéks: of damned
Spirits ? ) I
My Bretheren, can .the momentary Plea-
fures and perifhing Profits of Sin ballance
the everlafting Racks of the Damned in Hell
forit? Isthere any Comparifon-between the
immortal God, and your temporary Profits 2
'The Beautiful Jefus, and your fordid Lufts?
If there is none, then why linger ye, why
halt ye @ If you will deal truly with my Maft-
. T H ter
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ter tell iz, =1y ever intenl pror Sin-
n:ss,tobz 20l o Crit? Pevbabty you’l
fay, yes. Way not now th2a? B atChriftas
Baawrtifit nowas evee h2 wasor wil be? Are
not yuie Soalsas pracivis nw as ever they
will b2, Holinz(s as ex:2ll2at, Sivas Dirdid,
Ereriaity asgeeat, a1l H:aczen as glotious ?
Way hle y2 th2ynihappvsinners, aadlinger
i1 tha daagzrous S1im of a Stae of Nature?
Hi%e ve e/gc"._l ) for yorur Livei to Cheift, and be
efpoufzd to “him, “otharwife ye thall furely
perifh in the Bitaiags of his ungiaenchable
Veng:anca. Brto b2 morce particular, I be-
feech you for Chrift, tocinfider the following
exprtualatory Arzamoeats, And,

1. Does not thz God that made youn,and the
Redeemer that bought you, deferve to be fer-
ved before the Devil, wh» hates you with the
moft malignant hatred > Why halt ye then,
poor Sinners > If ye will d:al traly wih my;
Mafler, tell me, | '

2, Should' not the beft Bargain be firft
made ? The greateft Intereit firfiSecured ? And
is their any like that of the endlefs Happinels
of your never dving Souls? Why halt ye then
in fo plain and felf-evident a Cafe 2 If ¢ will
deal kindly with my Maftes tell me, —
3. Canyoube fafe and happy too foen?
‘N~ furely; you do not think you can be Rich
“too foin.  Then why halt ye, Sinners > And
now if you will deal, &, - |

4. Have
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4. Have not_yon delay’d and halted long

enough zlceady ? Are nct you afhamed of it ?
I amn fure you have Reafon ; and will yedelay
any longer ye¢t? O unaccountable perverfe
madnefs ! Have not ye readily in the mean
Tine cbeyed Satan and your Lufts ? Followed
their Beck, and purfued their deadly Diétates
with halte aipd Alacrity 2 And will ye  fhut
your Ears with the desf Adder, againft the
Charms of yourCreator and Redeemer, cour-
ting you in the moft condefcending ftrains,
1n .Order to confer upon you Laberty and
Life ? O ftrange madncels ! |

5. Is it not Dangerous, and do’s it become
a wife Man to expofe his greateft Intereft “to’
the utmoft Hazard tor meer Trifles? Is not
this the prefent Cafe ? Why halt ye then, poor
S.aners.? And yow if you will.deal kindly and
tvuly with my Mafler 1ol ine, and if ‘not tell
ng.—— ..

6. Without ‘a Full Compliance all your La-
bour is loft,its only be that gqdures to the end
that fball be faved, Al\fs, have ye done and
fnitered fo many. thipgs in vain,; if it be yet
Javam? . T
1 fhall conclude this Dilcourfz, with offer-
11,10 all Hamiliiy a word of Advice to, Saiuts
a1l Sinners, —— And,

1. Let me Addrefs the Saints of God ;are
yeindeed elpoufed’ to Fofus, and have you
cxperienc’d  the Signs I before mention’d,
——Then, - ° "1, Praife
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. 1. Praife God for his free Grace, diftin-
guithing Love, in advancing youto fo Ho-
nourable a Relation to his Majefty ; Which
ye were neither able to merit or requite :
For who has made thee to differ from another 2
and gvlmt baft-theu that thou haft not recerved?
1. Cero 4. 7, R

- .2, Humbly rejorce in this great Priviledge,
whxchop’e,ns Springs of Confolation fuited to
to al] the variong Duties, Difficulties and ex-
1gencies of Life ; for from Chrift as a Hufband,
thou mayft expect. | o
1. Protediion m Danger. The Man Chnift
will be a biding Pluce 10 yon froin the Wind,
and covert from the Tempefi. I, 32. 1. He
will cover thee with his f{d:bc’rs, ~and under
Bis Wings [balt thou truff, bis truth (ball bé
tby Shield axd Buckler. PL. 91. 4. Deut. 22.
26. 29. there 15 none like unto the (God.
of Fefburun who rideth upon the Heaven
1hy belp, and tn bis Excellency on the Sky.
ke eternal God is thy refuge, and underucath
are the everlafiing Arms. Huappy art thou,
O lfragl! Whais like untothee, O People f[a~’d
bythe Lord, the Skieid of thy belp ! And who

w5 . the Sword of thy Excellency !

~ 2)Provgfion in want, or a fapply of thy Ne--
ceflities: Rhbilips 4. 19, But my God (rall
IMIMZZ Your nced,: according to his riches
1 Jlory by Chrift Fefus. Ye may expewhile
‘ye.gontinue in the Duties of Obedience, a.
o “competent




[ 61 ]
competent ‘meafure of the precious Things of
Heaven, the Dew and the Deep that coucheth
boneath, the chief Things of the ancient Moun-
tains, and the prezions Things of the lafiing
Hille, and alfo the good Wil of Binshar dwelt
i the Bufb, with them Which cai onely
make rich, and add no fortow with it, Deur.
33. 13 —— 16. Pro. 10, 22- “Your Bread
and Water fhall be made fure, : fuch a Por.’
tion of this World’s Goods' Thatl certainly be
conferred upon you as fuits the Promotion of
your beft good; and would any -feafonable
Man defire miore ? Therefore raff ail your
Care upon bim, for be careth for you. 1. Pet.
. . .‘ |
3. Direfionin Doubts, he has promifed to
fend his Spirit to lead his Spoufe into all.
Truth 5 and he has been as good as his Word :
In dark Dayshe fpeaks light and heat into
his Peoples Hearts, by his Word and Spirit,
and-makes them hear a Voice' behind them,
faying, thisis the Way, walk y¢-in it ; for he
1s the wonder i Councetlor, the mighty God of
Hofts, the everlafting Fatber, 1he Prince of
Peace, the great Prophet of biy Pesple, who
can’make the Heart of the rath underfland
Judgment, and: the Tongues of the Damb
{peak his praife. ‘When this. great Apofite def~
cended from Heaven ta Earth, then'did’ 15y
Day Spring from on big b wifit. us, ‘and tbe Sun:
of Rigbteoufinc]: [hine upbn uiii” But Yo ﬁ'éfﬂm |

o o1
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firom this Digreflion, the blefled Prophet
Chrift Je fus falluws zfter his poor wandring

Sheep by his Word, Providence, aug Spmt
\yh i 1 »itm the dt»leful Defarts of Sin, he -
hears their bleathings, and heals their wounds
carries them in his Arms to his fld, and
warms them in his Bofom, when. almoft fro-
zen dead with coldy 1he f",t‘ft’t.f of the Lord
are with thofe 1kqt jmr bim, and be will 1¢-
zcralcr 1is holy Covenant. |

4. A Difckarge of their Debts 5 he by his
meritordcus  Paffion has anfwered the De-
mands. of the Law, open’d a Covenant of Peace,

and branght in everlaﬁmg Righteoufnefs. Aezu
2. 2%. Dan. 9. 24. Gul. 2. 19. And by his
preveiling  Interceffion, hz applys the Brae-
fus of jit, and prevents new Breaches. 1.
Febe z. 1. i any Man Sin, we have an Ad-
wocale with the Fat/ver FefusChrifp the Rish-
feaus. 1€ the Law, Confcxence, and Adtm
brings Charges and Arreﬁs againft you; you
mult {zad them to your Hufband 5 >r its not
the. Wifzs bufinefs to pay Debts,

5. Streizzth to pertorm Daties and vanguifb
]'wmm. If. 40. 31. If. 41. 10. hom. 16
"o 1.Cow, 1013,

17l Wortkyof it 5 asye bave reseiv'd,
jffa the Lord, fo walxw i him. Cal. 2. €.
Confider a1d Practife the f llowing Duties.
.. 3. Prefoive the Merriaze Covenant inviola:
ble,1ake 12 Cup of S.zlwnon arzd 25 ’}oar

ows
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YVowsto God,’ Pf. 116. 12. 14. Bowire “of -
the ungrateful murderous Malneéls, of ¢om-
mitting {prrirdsl Whordom with “your H.s-
band’s Servants; 7or. 20712, 12, Fein 30 1.
And any that have been gmnilty this way, let
them {peak in the Spoafes Language. Hsf 2. 7.
I will go andreturnto my-firft Hafbasd, for
then wis 1t better with me then nyw, -
2. Honour yarHuofband’s Naime, by thinkin;s
highly of it, Cant. 1. 3." By fpzaking {eafona-
bly and boldly £ it, Prov. 93, 1Y, A word
fitly [poken 15 Like Applzs of Gold it Pictures
of Silser. Pro. 1o. 2v. The Lips of the
Rishteous feed manv. Prov. ¥s. . The hips
of the Wife difp-rie Kaowledse s, bat 1 Heart
of the Foolifh dnhnot fo. Co. 4 6. Lt
your Speech be alway with Qrace, f{eafoned
with Salt. Mur. 12. 351 " A good Man oat of
thz good Treafure of bis Heart bringet forth
. good things : And an evil Man out of 1h:
evil Treafurs bringeth forth ewil Things. A.
Toh. 4.5. They are of the World, therzfor:
Jpeak they of the World, and ths -World Lrdr-
¢ib them, Al by being griev’d ar the Re-
proiaches which - are cat upon it, Pf. 69. o
Pl. 119. 125. We fhu’d'cry to God -ip tlie
Langunage of zealous Zofbua, ]rsf‘ 759, H{E;f
what it thou do unto they great’ "Nasme. - &
2 Lowe his Perfon witha ftrong and effe€¥it-
al Love, Cast §. 10. 1. Fobir 3,7 18..This
the dignity of his Parfon, your -Rei:ftﬁ'o!g; t0
. - hunm,
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him, as well as your prefent Comfort, and
eternal Intereft require.

4. Obey his Laws evangelically, univerfal-
ly, uniformly, cautioufly, refclutely, Mat. 5.
3. Rom. 1. ¢ Pf. v19: 6, Pf: 119, 112, Prov.
414, Dan. 3. v7. '

s. Submst to his Providences reverently,
patiently, chearfully, Fam. 4.10. Fam. 5.
10- fam. 1. 2. |

6. Attevd upon his Ordinances as your
fweeteft Eutertainments, let the Tabernacles
of God be ever amiable to you, follow the
flock of Chrift, and feed your Kidds befides
. the Shepherds Tents- P/[.84.1- 2- Cant. 1- 8.

¥. Refpeét his Pu&ie as your chofen Com-
panions. Ff. 16- 3. Mal. 3. 16. |

8. Advance his Intereft as vour proper moft
honourable pleafant and profitable/ ork, with
“the ftrongeft Ardours and unwearied Labours
Pli37-5 6 Fam.5- 20. Fob. 4. 28- 29
Dan. 12. 3. |
9. Impreove his Goods for the Service of his
‘Caufe and Support of his People, as Talents
‘entrufted for that end, without purloining or
perverting them to mean felfifh-fordid Purpo-
fes ; for you muft quickly give an Account
of your Stewardfhip. Luk. 16. 2. Mat. 13.
312. Hof. 10. 1. Ifracl is an empty Vine be
-¥rimgeth forth Fruit to bimfelf.

10. Eve his Glory as your Mark in all your
‘A&tions, whither natural, civil or religicus. 1.
Lor. 10, 31, ' | But
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But I prc.cedto offera Word of Advice .
to ungodly Sinness in the following particulars,
which, if ewep.you mould be efpoufgd to ]efus ~'.
you mvuft com ly with, — And,

1. Yoz muﬁ? break of your Sins by righte-
oufnefts.vnd your indguitiés by - jbfwmg m:rey
to the. pao¥ Dan 462 o e -

2. Rent your Hearts and not your G'armmt: :
and turn to God. «with - fafting, ,uwpm “and
maurning,. Joel. 2, 124 33..Cleanfe your
Hands, ye' Stnners, and pucfy - your Heaits, -
ye double Minded, be affh@ed andt ‘méurn and -
weep, let your laughtet be turaéd into mour-
ning and yout Joy ~1mo heavinefs Fam. 4 8.
10.

3. Be diligent. and. attentwe in hennng thc |
Word, Hebi jo; 2%. Frequent and fervent °
In.praying to.Gaed for this mercy, Af. 8. -
22. and folemn and fericus, in® poring npon
your prefent Mife ery, and thefe motives '
I have plopofbd 13 tais Difcourfe, Pf. 50, 21.
W hich may the all-powerful Gud blefs to your
{peedy Conviction {oind Converfian and eter
nal Salvation. Leopglude with-the Adviceof - -
the ApoftlePaul to the Phihiprans and-Hebrews; -,
Philip. 2. 1.—=6.iand Heb, 3., 8. If:.
there be t‘lereforc any C(rnfulanon in Chrift, ;
ifany Comfort of Love, if any Fellowfhipiof - -
the Spirit, if any: bowels and - merci¢ss: fuml
ye my joy that yebe like minded having:the «

dame
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{fame Love, being of one Accord, of one
Mind. Let nothing be done through Strife or
vain Glory, but in Lowlinefs of Mind, let
each efteem other better then themfelves.
Look not every Man on his own Things, but
every man alfo on the Things of others.

Wherefore, as the holy Ghoft fayeth, 1o
Day if ye will bear bis Voice, harden not your
Hearts. -

FINTIS
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Advertifement.

Rinters often excufe themfelves for

Errata’s with the Abfence of the
Author, not underftanding the Lan-
guage, & But the following, and any
other literal Miftakes which the candid
Reader may obferve, the Printéragknow-
ledges to be due to his Carelefnefs, in
"trufting too much to his Journey-Man.
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Page Line For Read
1 | 15 | Chriffam neifct == Chriftum nefeit
6 | 22 | the thefe
7 | 14 | they — they will
8 | 18 | attent attend
10 g | Offeres offers
12 | 29 | neflcefary == — neceflary
14 7 | the === ——u — they
2§ | Father —= —— — fafter
16 | 17 | uppofe — — — fuppofe
19 6 | later ———m — — latter
20 § | attraflable — -— attraltive
24 | Would , — will
22 27 | firang ! firong
23 2§ | Want: — = — wane
2 16 | femine e~ — — feminine
27 6 | botroth b-troth
34 2 |.wou'd ‘- will
8 | Confuffion ~ =-— confufion
38 | 13 | fweetle — —, — fweetly
29 4 uudcrilanding — Underfiundings
. - |17 | glorious - = glorv’s
‘4. | 4. oubtlefs — — doubtlels
¢ | my =— —— o= by
16 ! confiber = — cerfider
43 1 ; Guleos Gallios
6! turbadze —— ==~ tHrbaze
47 | 26! mak — -~ — make
3 8  grive = grieve (ring
50 § 23 | to have roaring = tohavetodo with roa-
52 |19 ! not it it not .
27 | agonid /v ftie eifel- agoniz. fhe  eifeithein
| thein diatcs . dia tes
53 16 | are — = = yere
57 10 wywfyrpin —  — ufurping
62 5 bleathings — == bleatinys
24 vanguith — — vanquifh
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