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Make straight paths for your feet, lest that whick is lame be tusned out of the way.—HE-
BREWS xii., I3.

ThHis exhortation follows another—* Wherefore lift up the hands that hang
down and the feeble knees.” It requires strong knees to enable us to take firm
steps and make a straight path. If one is weak-kneed, he will be jostled and
turned aside by every sturdy and resolute man he meets; and therefore for a
Christian to make headway through a world full of wrong-headed and per-
verse characters it demands the utmost vigor to step. And both these
requirements—the strong knees and straight path—are preceded by another
—*“Wherefore seeing we are compassed about by so great a cloud of wit-
nesses . . . let us run with patience the race that is set before us, look-
ing unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.,” On the cross, Christ
was the author of our faith: at His coming, He will be the finisher of our
faith; and between these two lies the whole Christian race. These two facts,
therefore, need to be definitely fixed in our creed and in our conviction.
The carpenter takes but two points in drawing his mark, and stretching his
cord between these he snaps it, and makes a line as straight as a sunbeam.
Starting from the cross, where we get forgiveness of sin, we are to set our
face steadfastly toward the crown, where we shall attain perfection, and thus
are we to press on, hearing God saying to us, “ Let thine eyes look right on,
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Seizing the horns of the altar—taking
Heaven by violence—the soul grows more
and more fearless, until one might think
his incessant solicitation would carry him
beyond divine forbearance. This is the
sort of prayers we must offer to our heav-
enly Father. There must be spirit in
them—a burning importunity!

The Pulpit Treasury in the Family.

IV. The prayeranswered. Here are six
petitions. Here also are six responses on
the Almighty's part. Not one refused.
Aslong as Abraham asked, the Lord an-
swered. If the patriarch could have gone
on, Jehovah would have gone on! O the
efficacy of prayer! O the inexhaustible
fulness of Grace!l

Pebruary 27,

¢+ I Destruotion of Sodom. (1) Why? Be-
cause of its wickedness (Gen. xix., 13).
This wickedness was developed through
great worldly prosperity. at flelds are
apt to make lean souls. Here is a com-
mon experience—*‘‘ In my distress I cried
unto the Lord.” Here is another—‘‘In
my prosperity, Iforgot God.” (See Deut.
xxxii., 15.) (2) Who destroyed Sodom?
The Lord, using angels as His agents (vs.
1, 18). Here is divine judgment against
wickedness. ¢ S8in when it is finished
bringeth forth death.” (8) The destruc-
tion was complete (vs. 24, 25). The Lord
does nothing by halves. He saves to the
uttermost! He destroys to the uttermost!
Sodom’s overthrow is a figure. It tells
what that of the wicked soul must be.
No light is here thrown upon the doctrine
of restorationism. O the force of this
word ‘‘overthrew” (v. 25). It gives
no hope of re-establishment.

II. Lot and his family saved. Vs. 15,
16. (1) They were plaiuly told the Lord's
purpose and what they were to do(vs. 12,
18). The Gospel speaks with equal clear-
ness and force to all now in the Sodom of
sin (John iii., 36; Rom. vi., 23. (2) They
were urgently told to get out of the city.
‘“ Escape for thy life!” To every sinner,
the Gospel is equally urgent: ‘‘Now is
the accepted time and now the day of sal-
vation.” By startling providences and
deep convictions, God seems at times to
lay hold upon men, lest they be consumed
in the world’s iniquity. (8) It was a
timely warning that was given. There is,
also, ample opportunity given, by the
Gospel, to each sinner to be saved. The

Destruction of Sodom.—GeN. xix., 15-26.
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merciful God never warns too late. In
the living ¢ now," each lost soul is offered
a full salvation!

III. Lot's wife. V. 26. The case of
this unfortunate woman js made most
notable by our Lord's reference to her
(Luke xvii., 80). ‘‘Remember Lot's
wife.” While ourlesson charges her with
¢“‘looking back,” Jesus seems to make it
stronger, as if she actually ¢ turned back
(Luke xvii., 81, 82). Though she was so
urgently warned and though she desired
safety, yet unbelief made her linger a
fatal moment. (2) She lingered because
her heart was still back in cursed Sodom.
This is the reason why so many who set
out to be saved, are lost—they will not
give up the world. (3) The woman per-
ished on the plain, not in Sodom. 8o,
to-day, men are lost on the plain of mere
moral life; intense feeling; indecision,
etc : not in great wickedness, not far from
the kingdom of Heaven; almost saved—
but not saved ; notin Christ! (4) S8he had
one grand opportunity to be saved—but
one! So has every man but ome oppor-
tunity. It is given in this life. ~'When
death comes that ends mercy. (5) This
woman had been greatly helped. But
there came a time when she had to help
herself, neither husband, daughter or
angel could stand by her. 8o with every
case of salvation. (8) Remember it was
Lot's wife who was lost. Husband saved,
wife lost. Daughters saved, mother lost !
(7) There was only one place of salvation
—Zoar! So the world has but One to
redeem from sin and from the wrath of
God (Acts iv., 12).
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The Oradle-Song.
By T. DE Witrt TALMAGE, D.D. (PrEs-
BYTERIAN).

What our mothers sung when they put
us to sleep is singing yet. We may have
forgotten the words; but they went into
the fibre of our soul, and will forever be

a part of it. Tt is not so much what you
formally teach your children as what you
sing to them. A hymn has wings, and
can fly everywhither. One hundred and
fifty years after you are dead, and *‘ Old
Mortality ” has worn out his chisel in re-
cutting your name on the tombstone,
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your great-grandchildren will be singing
the song which this afternoon you sung
to your little ones gathered about your
knee. There is a place in Switzerland
where, if you distinctly utter your voice,
there come back to you ten or fifteen dis-
tinct echoes; and every Christian song
sung by a mother in the ear of her child
shall have ten thousand echoes coming
back from all the gates of Heaven. Oh,
if mothers only knew the power of this
sacred spell, how much oftener the little
ones would be gathered, and all our
homes would chime with the songs of
Jesus!

We want some counteracting influence
upon our children. The very moment
your child steps into the street, he steps
into the path of temptation. There are
foul-mouthed children who would like to
besoil your little ones. It will not do to
keep your boys and girls in the house
and make them house-plants. They must
have fresh air and recreation. God save
your children from the scathing, blasting,
damning influence of the streets! Iknow
of no counteracting influence but the
power of Christian culture and example.
Hold before your little ones the pure life
of Jesus; let that name be the word that
shall exorcise evil from their hearts.
Give to your instruction all the fascina-
tion of music, morning, nooun, and night;
let it be Jesus, the cradle-song. This is
important if your children grow up. But
perhaps they may not. Their pathway
may be short. Jesus may be wanting
that child. Then there will be a sound-
less step in the dwelling, and the youth-
ful pulse will begin to flutter, and the
little hands will be lifted for help. You
can not help. And a great agony will
pinch at your heart, and the cradle will
be empty, and the nursery will be empty,
and the world will be empty, and your
soul will be empty. No little feet stand-
ing on the stairs. No toys scattered on
the carpet. No quick following from
room to room. No strange and wonder-
ing questions. No upturned face, with
laughing blue eyes, come for a kiss; but
only a grave, and a wreath of white blos-
soms on the top of it, and bitter deso-
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lation, and a sighing at nightfall with no
one t® put to bed, and a wet pillow, and
a grave, and a wreath of white blossoms
on the top of it. The heavenly Shepherd
will take that lamb safely anyhow,
whether you have been faithful or un-
faithful. But would it not have been
pleasanter if you could have heard from
those lips the praises of Christ? I never
read anything more beautiful than this
about a child’s departure. The account
said, ‘‘8he folded her hands, kissed her
mother good-by, sung her hymn, turned
her face to the wall, said her little prayer,
and then died.”

Oh, if I could gather up in one para-
graph the last words of the little ones
who have gone out from all these Chris-
tian circles, and I could picture the calm
looks, and the folded hands, and sweet
departure, methinks it would be grand
and beautiful as one of Heaven’s great
doxologies! Inmy parish in Philadelphia
a little child was departing. She had
been sick all her days, and a cripple. It
was noonday when she went; and as the
shadow of death gathered on her eyelids,
she thought it was evening and time to
go to bed, and so she said, ‘‘Good-night,
papa! Good-night, mamma!” And then
she was gone! It was ‘‘good-night” to
pain, and ¢‘‘good-night” to tears, and
‘good-night” to death, and ‘good-
night ” to earth; but it was ¢ good-morn-
ing " to Jesus—it was ‘‘good-morning ”
to Heaven. Ican think of no cradle-song
more beautiful than Jesus.

Josus.
O name so gentle, yet so strong,
The soul’s true wealth and dower;
The heart unlocks at Thy approach,
And opens like a flower;
Blossoms all fear and clouds above,
Filled with the odors of God’s love.

O costly treasure of the heart,
Thy beauty men deride,
Faith shows this pearl at Heaven’s own
gates
And finds they open wide;
With songs of joy she enters in
A victor over death and sin,



	Front Cover
	[The Denominations under Authors are given in abbreviations.] ...
	  ...
	THE ...
	THE ...
	THE GARDEN. ...
	THE ROSE AND THE LILY. ...
	  ...
	  ...
	GEOBGE MULLEB AS EVANGELIST. ...
	LIG-HT ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSONS. ...
	-^BEAUTIFUL T H 0 U a H T S ...
	^♦ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIONS m* ...
	During the last ten years colored Methodists ...
	:00K DEPARTMENT, Etc.- ...
	THE ...
	ZION'S AWAKENING. ...
	^KTIJdEIxY SERVICE—DEC6^TI0N Dfl¥#^ ...
	-*$ INDEPENDENCE DAY. I*- ...
	INTERIOR VIEW OF MEMORIAL BAPTIST CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA. ...
	•fcCeaoing <£l)ougl)ts of Sermons^ ...
	-««BB AUTIFUL THOUGHTS***- ...
	►^♦ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIONS ...
	4>4M0HTHLY SURVEYS ...
	My Religion. By Count Leo Tolstoi. ...
	THE ...
	CAPTIVITY IN CHRIST. ...
	>e*¥IJiIEIi¥ SERVICES** ...
	-He HO TED PREACHERS*-*- ...
	«£>£ca5ing Stljoiijgljts of 0ermons4* ...
	^BEAUTIFUL THOUQHfS^- ...
	►^ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIOHS >e* ...
	**HOHTHLY SURVEYS ...
	■BOOK DEPARTMENT, Etc.- ...
	THE ...
	THE PRESERVATION OF THE JEWS AN ILLUSTRATION OF ...
	THE PRESERVATION OF THE JEWS AN ILLUSTRATION OF ...
	<o?*^<£*cgetual Comments ...
	THE EMPTY GRAVE. ...
	-QUOTED PREACHHRS*^ ...
	Happiness is nothing but the quintessence ...
	^ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIONS** ...
	MONTHLY SURVEY*-* ...
	The Sceptic's Creed. Can it be reasonably ...
	THE ...
	POWER. ...
	*fr ®f)ank0gtmng 0crmce •!* ...
	•^EXPOSITORY LHCTURHSw* ...
	  ...
	Bofcert F. Sample, D.D. ...
	Following Christ makes any way pleasant. ...
	^♦ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIONS** ...
	German Psychology of To-day. The ...
	THE ...
	THE SINS OF THE TONGUE. ...
	OUR PULPITS AND THE NEW THEOLOGY.* ...
	IBebtcatorp 0ertrice. ...
	«fl0iFED PREACHERS** ...
	THOUGHTS OF SSRMONSs- ...
	.^fChristian OSinfuationik— ...
	Pardon all but thyself.—Geo. Herbert. ...
	►©♦ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIONS^* ...
	-VBOOK DHPARfMHHT, Etc.- ...
	THE ...
	•*CHRISTMAS SERVICED ...
	ifr&etu gear's 8*nme4* ...
	Bev. Phillips Brooks, E.D. ...
	44. A Godless World.—Eph. ii., 12. ...
	THE ...
	.* DEDICATORY SERVICE*. ...
	  ...
	Rev. Abbott E. Kittredge, D.D. ...
	—IiEflDING ¥JMttGJlT3 ©ft jSERM@N!S' ...
	THE GUILT OF THE PAGAN WOULD. ...
	BEAUTIFUL THOUGHTS®** ...
	ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIONS ...
	The Pilgrim Band; a Series of Sermons by ...
	THE ...
	WINTER. ...
	PRAYER. ...
	ABRAHAM'S FAITH TRIED AND TRIUMPHANT. ...
	  ...
	A. J. Gordon, D.D. ...
	■LEADING IflMIGJlTS 0F gERjaefflS- ...
	THE YOTJNU PASTOB AND FOREIGN MISSIONS.* ...
	6j£ Church History as it can be Utilized in the ...
	Asia as a Mission Field. ...
	^«BEAUTIFUL THOUGHTS***- ...
	►©♦ILLUSTRATIVE SELECTIONS *©♦ ...
	*-*MOHTHLY SURYKY4** ...
	OOK DEPARTMENT, Etc. ...
	THE ...
	"SAY SO." ...
	THE PREPARATION OF THE WORLD FOR THE GOSPEL* ...
	ZECHARIAH'S VISION OF THE EPHAH. ...
	  ...
	Eev. Ensign MoChesney, Ph.D. ...
	Live to explain thy doctrine by thy life.— ...
	►©♦ILLUSTRATIVE SBLBCTIOHS*» ...
	Rev. Mr. Spurgeon's church has nine mis- evangelical churches of ...
	Matter, Life, Mind: Their Essence, ...
	THE ...
	►if faster £ermce4* ...
	THE BELIEVER'S DEATH TO SIN. ...
	  ...
	Eev. J. B. Hawthorne, D.D. ...
	A Complete Surrender to God. ...
	Never suffer your goods to become your ...
	•^Illustrative smacfioKS** ...
	The Protestants in Italy have 300 churches, ...
	The Logic of Introspection; or, Method ...
	1 ...
	2 ...
	3 ...
	  ...
	8 ...
	lO ...
	11 ...
	I 2 ...
	13 ...
	■4 ...
	is ...
	I ...
	TESTIMONIALS. ...
	  ...
	4 ...
	5 ...
	6 ...
	8 ...
	10 ...
	12 ...
	I ...
	>4 ...
	'5 ...
	I ...
	TESTIMONIALS. ...
	3 ...
	4 ...
	s ...
	6 ...
	8 ...
	10 ...
	12 ...
	*3 ...
	>4 ...
	»5 ...
	mSnnTHRRM PFII PIT of Richmond, Va., a Monthly Magazine, consolidates ...
	2 ...
	3 ...
	4 ...
	5 ...
	6 ...
	7 ...
	8 ...
	10 ...
	11 ...
	12 ...
	13 ...
	'4 ...
	15 ...
	16 ...
	1 ...
	2 ...
	3 ...
	4 ...
	6 ...
	8 ...
	IO ...
	11 ...
	1 2 ...
	'3 ...
	'4 ...
	15 ...



