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A

PASTORAL LETTER, &c.

Vzry DeEar BreTuREN,

H E Synod of New-York and Philadclphia, being met ata

time when public affairs wear fo tHreatning an afpect, and

when (unlels Gop in his fovereign Providence Ipeedily

prevent it) all the horrors of a civil war throughout this

reat continent arc to be apprchended, were of opinion, that they

cculd not difcharge their duty to the numerous congregations under

their cure, without addrefling them at this important crifis.---As the

firm beliet, and habitual recollection of the power and prefence of

the living Gou, oughtatall times to poflefs the minds of real Chrifti-

ans, {0 in feafons of public calamity, when the LorD is knows by tie

Judgment which he executethy it would be 2n ignorapce or indiffergnce

highly criminal rot to look up to him with reverence, to implore

Lis mercy by bumble and fervent prayer, and, if poilible, to prevint
Liis vengeance by unfeigned repentance.

We do theretore, Brethren, befeech you in the moft earneft man-
ner, to look bevond the immediate authors either of your fufferings or
rears, and to acknowledge the holinefs and juftice of the 4/mighs
in the prefent vifitution. e is righteous in all bis ways, and hely
in all bis avorks.---Aifiiction [fpringetn not out of the dufte---He doty
not qfflid aciilinglyy ucr grieve the children of men 3 and therefore, itbe-
comes every perfon, tamily, city and province, to humble themfelves
betoie his throne, to contefs their fins, by which they have provoked
his indignation, and intreat him to pour out upon all ranks a fpiric
ot repentance and of prayer.  Fly alfo for forgivenefs to ghe atton-
wg blcod of the great Revre 5&-&: blood of fprinkling, which
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Jpeakerh better 1hings than that of Abel. Remember and confefs not on-
Iy yous fins in genctal, but thofe prevalent national afiences which
may be juftly confidercd as the procusing caufes of public judg-
ments ; particularly profanenefs and contempt of Gon, his name,
Sabb: aths and fantuary ;---pride, luxur}, uncleanneis, and neglect of
family religion and government, with the deplorubie ignorance and
fecurity which cerrainly oughtto Le imputed tothisas their. prin-
cipal caufe. All thefe are, among us, highly aggravated by the in-
‘eftimable privileges, which we have hitherto enjoyed without inter-
suptign fince the firlt fettlement of this country. If in the prefent
day o diftrefs we expe& that Gop will hear our. fupplications, and
intcrpofe for our protc&mn or deliverance, let us remember, what
he himfelf requires of us is, that our prayers fhould be attended with
#fincere purpofe, and thorough endeavour atter perfonal and family
yeformation : if thou pregare thine heart, and firctch out thine band to-
avards him: If iniguity be in thine band, put it far atay, and let not
<vickednefs. dvell in thy tabernacles, Job xi. 13. 14.
The Synod cannot help thinkiog, that this is a proper time for
prefling all of every rank, ferioufly to confider the things that belong
to their eternal peace. Hoftiiities, long feared, have now taken
place,---the fword has been drawn in ore provmce,---and the
“whole continent, with hardly any exceptien, feem détermined to de-
end their rights by ferceot arms. It at the fume time, the Britith
Miniftry fhall continue to enforce their claims by violence, a latting
and bloody conteft muftbe expefted : Surcly then it becomes thote

__who“hate, taken up arms, and profefs a willingness to hazard their
;dives in the caufe of hhc:t), ta beprepared for death, which to
“many muft be the certain, and to every one is a poflible or probuble
event,

* We have long fecn with concern, the circumftances which occati-
oned, and the gradual increafe of this unhappy diteience. As Minif-
tersof the Gofpel of pece, we have ardently wifhed that it could, and
o.ften lmped that 3t would have been more ewly accommodated.
Tt js well ‘known to you (otherwife it would be imprudent indeed
thus publicly to profefs) that we have not been intirumental in en-
Hamiug the minds ot the people, or urging them to acts of violence
and diforder :---Perhaps no inftance can be given on fo mteretting a
'!'ub’fa in which political fentiments have been fo long and fo ful-
lv Kept from the pulpit, and even malice itfelt has not charged us
with labouring from the prefs ; but things are NOW come to Tucha
ftate, that as we do not with to vonceal our opinions as men wnd

citizcns, fo the relation we ftund in to you feemed to make the pre-
1t



(5 )

fenhmprovcmnt of it to your {ptritual benefit an indifpenfable duty.:
Suffer us then to lay hold of your prefent temper of mind, and
to exhort, efpecially the young and v1gorous, by atluring them, that
.there i1s no foldier fo undaunted as the pwus man, no grmy 1o
mrm\d,dﬂc as thofe who are fuperior tc the fear of death. " There
is nothing more awtul to think of, than t hoie whofe tradeis wir
fhould be dci ilers of the name or the Lorp’oi Hoils, and that they
fhould c\'po{e themfelves to the imminent danger, of beiny immz=dia-
tely fent rrom curling and cruelty on earth, to thc bla! phemmu rage
and deipairing horror of the internal pit. Let theretore, every ove,
who from gcmrm ity of fpirit, or benexolenee of heart, oilers himfelf
as a champion in his country’s caufe, be periuaded to reverence the

name, and walk in the feur of the Prince of the Kings of the earth, and
then he may, with the moft unfhaken ﬁrmneib, expect the iflue
either in vi&ory or death.

Let it not be forgotten, that though for the wife ends of his Pro-
vidence, it may pleafe Gov, for a iealon, to jufrer his people to lie
under unmerited oppreffion, yet in general we may expect, that thofe
who fear and ferve him in fincerity and truth, wul be favoured
with his ccuntenance and firengths 1t 1s both the charaéter and
the privilege of the childrea of (JOD, “that thev cail upon bim in the
day of trouble, and he, who keepeth covenant and tralbfourz'cr, has {ad,
that b,z.r ears are alcway.r epen to their cry. We need not mention to
vou in how inany iniiances the evont 1 battles, and fuccets in war,
have turned upon circumftarces which were 1.a,on(ide&<blg in them-
felves, zs well as out of the power of human prudence to foretee or
di‘l'b&, becaute we fuppefe you firinly believe, that atter Il the couna
icls of men, and the moft probable and promitirg means, the Lorp
will do thas wvbich fiemeth bim good ; nor inth his promie ever fatled
of its full accomplitbment 5 tic Lorv isseith yeu aubile ve be avith bim,
and if ye [jrek him, he avill be found of you 5 but if ye forjake Lim, ke
avill forjake you, 2 Caron. xv. 2.

Attcr this exhor tat’on, which we thouuht ous(' lves called 1pon
to give you at this tine, on your great interclt, the ore thing ;.“.4/,4 .
we thall take e hbcrtv to ofter a rew advices to the focictics under .
our charge, as tc their public and general concucts and

First, In carying on s lmpurtant ttruggle, let every OpPpoNa-.
nity be tiken to exprels your attuchment ©and rc!pect to - ole
fovercign King George, “and to the revolution principles by
wuich his aubuﬁ r.m.u, Vas lc.ucd on the E.itith throne.
We reeommend, imled, vot en'v ailegiance to hom _from duty
and principle, us the firlt ‘m: 1 iltraie of the e, pite, but ei-

teem
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teem and reverence for the perfon of the Prince, who has merited
well of his fubjects on many accounts, and who has probably been
mitled ino the late and prefent meafures by thefe about him ; neither
have we any doubt, that they themfclves have becn in a great degree
dcceived by falfe intormation from interefted perfons refiding in Ame-
rica. It gives us the greateft leafure to fay, from our own certain
knowledge ot all belonging to our cemmunion, and, from the beft

- means of information, of the far greateit part of all denominations in
this country, that the prefent oppofition to the meafures of admi-
niftration does not in the leaft arife from difaffe¢tion to the King,or a
defire of feparation from the parent ftatee We are happy
in being able with truth to afflirm, that nn part of Ame-
rica would either have approved or permitted fuch infults as
have been offered to the fovereign in Great-Britain. We ex-
hort you, therefore, to continue in the fame difpofition and
1ot to futler oppreflion or injury itfelf eafily to provoke you to amy
thing which may feem to betray contrary fentiments : let it ever ap-
pear, that you only defire the prefervation and fecurity of thofe rights
which belong to you as Free-men and Britons, and that recon-
ciharion upon thefe terms is your moft ardent defire.

SkconpLY, Be careful to maintain the union which at prefent
fubfifis through all the colonies; nothing can be more manifeft than
that the fuccefs of every meafure depends on its being inviolably
preferved, and ther:fore,we hope, that vou will leave nothing undone,
which can promote that end. In particular as the Continental Con-
grefs, now fitting at Philadelphia, confifls ot Lelegates chofen inthe
mott frce and unbiafled manner, by the body of the people, let tiiein
not only be treated with refpect, and encouraged in their difficult
“fervice---not only let your prayers be offered up toGop tor his Jdirec-
tion in their proceedings---but adhere firmly to their refolutions ; and
lct it be feen that they are able to bring out the whole ftrength of
this vait Coumtry to carry them into execution. We would alfo ud-
vife for the fume purpofe, that a {pirit of candour, charity and mu-
eual efteem be preferved,and promotcd towards thofe of difierent reliy;-
ous denominations, Perfons of probity and principlg, of every pre-
feffion, fhould be united together as fervants of the fame mafter,
end the experience of our happy concord hitherto in a flate of
libely fhould engage all to unitc in {upport of the com-
won _dntereft; for there is no example in hiftory, in which
civil liberty was deflroyed, and the rights of confcience preferved
entire,

‘Twirory, Wedo earneftly exhort and befeech the focieties un-
‘der curcate o Le £rét and vgall we in their privite government,

avd
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and to watch over thc morals of their feveral members. It 1s with
the utmoft pleafure we remind you, that the lat Continental Con-
arefs determined to difcourage luxury in living, public diver-
fions, and gaming of all kinds, which have fo fatal an intluence on
the morals of the people. If it is undeniable, that univcrfuf
profligacy makes 2 nation ripe for divine judgments, and is the
natural mean of bringing them to ruin, reformation of man-
ners isof the utmoft neceflity in our prefent diftrefs. At the fame
time, as it has been obferved by many eminent writers, that the cen-
forial power, which bad for its object the manners of the public
in the ancient free ftates, was abfolutely ncceflary to their continu-
ance, we cannot help being of opinion, thut the only thing which we
have now to {upply the place of this is the religious difcipline of the
feveral feés with refpect to theirown members ; fo that the denomiuga-
tion or profeflion which fhall take the mott effe¢tual care of the inftruce
tion of its members, and maintain its difcipline in the fulleft vigour,
will do the moft effential fervice to the whole’body. For the very
fame reafon the greateft fervice which magiftrates or perfons in au-
thority can do with refpe(t to the religion or morals of the people, is
vodefend and fecure the rights of confcience in the moft equal and
umpartial manner. ,

FourTHLY, We cannot but recommend, 2nd urge in the warm«
cft manner, a regard te order and the public peace; and as in ma-
ny places, during the contufions that prevail, legal proceedings have
become difficult, it is hoped, that all perfons will confcientioufly pay
their juft debts, and to the utmoft of their power ferve one another,
1o that the evils infeparable from a civil war may not be augmented
by wantonnefs and irregularity.

FirrnrLy, We think it of importance, atthis time, to recommend
to all of every rank, but efpecially to thofe who may be culled to
attion, a fpinit of humanity and mercy. Ewery battle of the avarrior
75 with confufed noife and garments rolled in blood. It is impoflible to
appeal to the fword without being expofed to many fcenes of crueley
and flaughter ; but it is often obfcrved, that civil wars are carried on:
with a rancour and fpirit of revenge much greater than thofe between
independent ftates. The injuries received or fuppofed in civil wars:
wound more deeply than thofe of foreign enemies; itis therefore the
more neceflary to guard againft this abufe, and recommend that meek~
nefs and gentlenefs of fpirit, which is the nobleft aitendant on true
valour. ‘That man will fight moft bravely, who never fights till ie
1s neceflarv, and who ceafes to fight, as foon as the neceffity is over.

LasTyy,
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* Lasriy, We would reccommend to all the Gocictilnder Cur care
. W10 conrent themielves with attending devoutly on gencral jafs,

é But 1o cvatinue habitually in the exercile of prayer, and to have rre-
quent oditional voluntary meetings for folemn interceffion wirh Gop
on the important trial. ‘Choie who are inrmediately expo’ed to Jun-
ger need your fympathy ; and we learn trom the feriptures, that rey-
_vency and importunity are the very characters of that praycrot ther;, /-
teons man «wkich availeth much, "

~an. We conclude with our moft earneft prayer, that the Gon of hea-

ven may blefs you in your temporal and fpiritual concerns, and rhat

the prefent unnatural cifpute may be fpeedily terminated by an e:ui-
table and lafting fettlement on conflitutional principles.

~

~ . Sigoned in the name, prefence, and by appointmentof thé Synod.
EENJAMIN HAIT, Mopkr AToR.

- New-Yoxk, May 22, 1775
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