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UNION, &-

HE Svwop$ of New-York and
Philadelphia, taking into fe-
rious Confideration, the pre-
fent divided State of the Pre-

Sbyterian Church in this Land, and being
deeply fenfible, that the Divifion of the
Church tends to weaken it’s Interefts, to
dithonour Religion, and confequently it’s
glorious Author ; to render Government
and Difcipline ineffe¢tual, and finally to
diffolve it’s very Frame; and being de-
firous to purfue fuch Meafures as may
moft tend to the Glory of Gop, and the

S Efta-
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Eftablithment and Edfiication of his Peo-
ple, do judge it to be our indifpenfablx |
Eutv to Study the Things that make _/01"
Peace, 2nd to endeavour the Healing of
that Breach, which has for fometime Tub-
fifted amongft us, that {o it’s hurtful Con-
fequences may not extend to Pofterity ;
that all Occafion of Reproach upon our
Society may be removed; and that we
may cirry on the great Dcﬁ'ms of Reli-
gxon to better Advantage than we can do
in a divided State: And fince both Sy-
nods continue to profefs the fame Princi-
ples of Faith, and adhere to the fame
Form of Worfhip, Government and Dif-
cipline, there is the greater Reafon to
endeavour the Compromifing thofe Differ-
ences, which were agitated, many Years
ago, with too great Warmth and Animo-
fity, and unite in one Body

For which End, and that no Jealou-
fies, or Grounds of Alienation, may re-
main; and alfo to prevent future Breaches
of lnkc Nature, we agree to unite, and
do unite in one Body, under the Name
of The Synod of New-York and Philadel-

phia, on the following Plan.
' I. Born
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( I. Boru Synods having always ap-

proved and received Tbe Weftminfler Con-
feffion of Faith, arger and fhorter Cate- |
chifms, as an orthodox and excellent
Syftem of Chriftian Doctrine, founded
on the Word of God ; we do {till receive
the fame, as the Confefiion of our Faith,
and alfo adher= to the Plan of Worfhip,
Government and Difcipline, contained in
The Weflminfler Direclory, ftritly enjoin-
ing it on all our Members, and Probati-
oners for the Miniftry, that they preach
and teach according to the Form of found
Words in faid Confeffion and Catechifms,
and avoid and oppofe all Errors contrary
thereto.

II. TuAT when any Matter is deter-
mined by a major V.te, every Member
fhall either atively concur with, or paf-
fively fubmit to, fuch Determination ;
or, if his Confcience permit him to do
neither, he fhall, after fufficient Liberty
modeftly to reafon and remonftrate, peace-
ably withdraw from our Communion,
without attempting to make any Schifm :
Provided always, That this fhall be un-

derftood
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derftood to extend only to fuch Deter-
minations, as the Body fhall judge indif
penfable in Do&rme or Prq/byterzan Ge-
-vernment. .

I1I. THAT any Member, or Mem-
bers, for the Exoneration of his; or their
Confcience before Gop, have a Right to
Proteft aganft any A&, or Procedure of
our higheft Judicature, becaufe there is
no further Appeal to another for Redrefs;
and ‘to require that fuch Proteftation be
recorded in their Minutes. © And-as fuch
a Proteft is a folemn Appeal from the
Bar of faid Judicature, no Member is li-
able to Profecution on. Ac¢ount of his
Protefting : Provided always, That it {hall
be deemed irregular, and unlawful, to
enter a Proteftation againft any Member,
or Members ; or to proteft Falts, or Ac-
cufations, inftead of proving them, unlefs
a fair Trial be refufed, even by the higheft
Judicature. . And it is agrced that Pro-
teftations are only to be entered againft
the public Ac&s, Judgments, or Deter-
minations of the Judicature, with which
the Proteftors Confcience is offended.

IV, As
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IV. As the Proteftation, entered in
“the'Synod of Philadelphia, Anno Domini,
1741, has been apprehendcd to have
been approved, and received by an A&
of faid Synod, and on that Account was
judged a fufficient Obftacle to an Union;
the faid Synod declare, that they never
judicially adopted the faid Proteftation,
nor do account it a Synodical At ; but
that it i to be confidered as the A& of
thofe only who fubfcribed it; and there-
fore cannot in it's Nature be a valid Ob-
je€ion to the Union of the two Synods,
eipecially confidering, that a very great
Majority of both Synods have become
Members fince the faid Proteftation was

entered. |

V. THAT it fhall be efteemed and
treated as a cenfurable Evil, to accufe
any Member of Heterodoxy, Infuffici-
ency, or Immorality, in a calumniating
Manner, or otherwife, than by private
brotherly Admonition, or by a regular
Procefs, according to our known Rules
of judicial Trial in Cafes of Scandal. And

1t fhall be confidered in the fame View,
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if any Prefbytery appoint Supplies ‘within
the Bounds of another Prcfbytery, ‘with-
out their Concurrence; or if any Mem-
ber officiate in anothers C\,ngrcgatlon,
without afking and obtaining his Confent,
or the Seffion’s, in Cafe the Minifter be
ablent : Yet it ﬂlall be eficemed Unbro-
therly for any one, in ordinary Circum-
ftances, to refufe his Confent to a regular

Member, when it is requefted.

VI. TuAT no Prefbytery fhall licence,
or ordain to the Work of the Miniftry,
any Candidate, until he give them com-
'pctent Satistation as to his Learning,
and experimental Acquan»tancc with Re-
ligion, and Skill in D.vinity and Cafes of
Confcience ; and declare his Acceptance
of the We/!mm/ler Confeffion, and Cate-
chifms, as the Confeffion of his Faith,
and promife Subjetion to the Prefbyterian
Plan of Government in the /e mmﬂer

Directory.

~ VII. TaEe Synods declare it is their
earneft Defire, that a compleat Union
may be obtained as foon as poffible, and -

agree that the anited Synod fhall model
the
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the fcveral Prefbyteries in fuch Manger
" as fhall appear to them moft expedient:
Provided neverthelefs, That Prefbyteries,
where an Alteration does not appear to
be for Edification, continue in their pre-
{cnt Form. As to divided Congrega-
tions, it is agreed, That fuch as have
fettled Minifters on both Sides be allowed
to continue as they are; that where thofe
of one Side have a fettled Minifter, the
other being vacant, may join with the
fettled Mmlﬁcr, if a Maionty choofe {o
to do; that when both 3ides are vacant,
they (hall be at Liberty to unite together.

VIII. As the late religious Appear-
ances occafioned much Speculation and
chatc, the Members of the New-York
Syned, in order to prevent any Mifappre-
henfions, declare their Adherence to their
former Sentiments in Favour of them,
that a blefled Work of God’s holy Spirit,
in the Converfion of Numbers, was then
earried on: And for the Satisfaion of
all concerned, this nnited Synod agree
in declaring, "That as all Mankind arc
naturally dead in Tiefpafles and Sins, an
entire Change of Heart and Life is ne-

ceflary



(10)
celary, to make them meet for the Ser-
vice and Enjoyment of God; that fuch

‘a Change can be efte@ed only by the

powerful Operatiors ot the divine Spirit ;
that when Sinners are made fenfible of
their loft Condition, and abiolute Tnabi-
lity to recover themlielves; are enlight-
ened in the Kunowledge of Chrift, and
convinced of his Ability and Willingnefs
to fave; and upon Goipel Motives and
Encouragements do choofe him for theic
Saviour; and, renouncing their own
Righteoufnefs in Point of Merit, depend
upon his imputed Righteoufnefs for their
Juftification before Gud and on his Wif-
dom and Strength for Guldancc and Sup-
port: When upon thefe Apprehenfions
and Exercifes, their Souls are comforted
notwithftanding all their paft Guilt, and
rejoice in God, through Jefus Chrift;
when they hate and bewail their Sins of
Heart and Life; delight in the Laws of

v God, without exccpnon ; reverently and

diligently attend his Ordinances ; become

. humble and. felf-denied ; and make it

the Bufinefs of their L;ves to pleale and
glorify God, and to do Good to their

F cl}ow-Men This is to be acknowledged
. as
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as a gracious Work of God, even though
it thould be attended with unufual bodily
Commotions, or fome more exceptionable
Circumftances, by Means of Infirmity,
Temptations, or remaining Corruptions ;
and wherever religious Appearances are
attended with the good EffeCts above-
mentioned, we defire to rejoice in, and

thank God for them.

But on the other Hand, when Per-
fons feeming to be under a religious Con-
cern, imagine that they have Vifions of
the human Nature of Jefus Chrift, or
hear Voices, or fee external Lights, or
have Faintings or Convulfion-like Fits,
and on the Account of thefe judge them-~
felves to be truly converted, thouzh they
have not the fcriptural Charalters of a
Work of God above defcribed, we be-
lieve fuch Perfons are under a dangerous
Delufion. And we teftify our utter Dif-
approbation of fuch a Delufion, wherever
1t attends any religious Appearances, in
any Church, or Time.

Now, as. both Synods’ dre agreed 'in
their Sentiments concerning the Nature

of:'
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of a Work of Grace, and declare their
Pur‘pofc and Defire to promote it;
different Judgments refpecting particular
Matteis of Fad, ought not to prevent
their Union ; eipecially as many ot the
prefent Members have entered into the
Mmlﬁry, fince the Time of the atorefaid
religicus Appearances.

Uron the Whole, as the Defizn of
our Umon is the Advancement f the
Mediators Kingdom ; and as t}u :,a;z{e
and faithful Dn charge of the M-u.Feiai
Fundtion is the prmcxpal appointed "vlgaa
for that glonous End; we judze, that
this is a proper Occafion to mxmfcﬂ our
ﬁnccrc Intention, unitedly to exert our-
felves to fulfil the Miniflry we have re-
ceived of the Lord Jefus: Accordingly,
we unammouﬂy declare our ferious and
fized Refolution, by divine Aid, to take
Béed. to gurfelves, that our Hearts be up-
ng‘ht, our Difcourfe edifying, and our
Lives examplary for Purity and Godlinefs
--to takeé heed 7o our Doéirine, that it be
mot only orthodox, but evangelical and
@mtual tendmg to awaken the Secure

Q ;’ymhlc Concem for thﬁxg Salvation,

and
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and to inftru&t and encourage fincere
Chriftians ; thus commending ourfelves to
every Man's Confcience in the Sight of God:
To cultivate Peace and Harmony among
ourfelves, and Strengthen each other’s
Hands in promoting the Knowledge of
divine Truth, and diffufing the Savor of
Piety among our People.

FinaLrLy, we earneftly reccommend it
to all under our Care, that inftead of in-
dulging a contentious Difpofition, they
would Jove each other with a pure Heart

Jervently, as Brethren, who profefs Sub-

i

jeCtion to the fame Lord, adhere to the

fame Faith, Worfhip and Government,
and entertain the fame Hope of Glory;
end we defire that they would improve
the prefent Union for their mutual Edi-
fication; combine to Strengthen the com-
mon Interefts of Religion ; and go Hand
in Hand in the Path of Life; which we
pray the God of all Grace would pleafe
© cffe, for Chrift’'s Sake. AMER.



Pubh{hcd by Order of Synod | -
~GiLBeRT TENNENT, Moderator. or. *



