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guide, which has proved itself wise and able in the case of

millions before me, and 1 have never seen anything else

which could pretend to equal it in these respects, and I am
determined to put my trust in my Bible. It is too late to

tell me that Christianity is a novelty, or a cunningly devised

fable. It has been doing its work—it has been dispensing its

beneficent services too long in the world, for any sane man

to venture to underrate or deny them. It shows me upon
the pages of its inspired annals, a goodly company of Wor-
thies, Prophets, Apostles, Saints, who, under every variety
of circumstance, and in every period of the Church’s history,
through faith and patience have inherited the promises.
And even in my own day and within the circle of my own
observation, I have seen one and another, and another—it
may have been a near friend or kinsman—the parent who
reared me, or the brother who was the playmate of my child-
hood—following them in this same wall of faith and patience,
and inheriting like them the promises, In their fellowship I
want to be found. In their procession I mean to march.
“Where they go I will go; where they lodge I will lodge;
where they die I will die.”

The definition of the text, therefore, it seems to me, has &
special value on account of this thought: it bids us as Pil-
grims, professedly on the road to heaven, to take courage
from the foot-prints of the innumerable crowd which we may
see impressed all along the way, assuring us that the path we
are pursuing, as it did not disappoint them, will not disap-
point us.

Then, secondly, we are reminded here that there is nothing
required of us in the terms of the Gospel, which is not prac-
ticable by us. These terms sometimes seem hard. The
processes by which faith and patience are to be exercised,
sometimes appear to the mind intolerably severe. The con-
ditions of life sometimes grow so formidable in the believer’s
view, that he almost despairs of ever fulfilling them, and
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of God’s elect, whom I read of, or whom I have known,
were created in part for me. They were created that Z might
follow them, and so like them, through faith and patience
inberit the promises, And this is just the direction which
the Christian is required to give to those emotions of venera~
tion and love, with which he is wont to muse upon the holy
dead, or to recall the images of sainted loved ones, who have
been translated out of his sight. He is not to eanonize them,
and then worship them with idolatrous homage. He is not
sentimentally to write epitaphs, and throw garlands upon
their tombs. He isto follow them. Heis to use them as
lJand-marks on the road to Heaven. He is to show his appre-
ciation of them, not by his enthusiastic encmoiums upon their
merits, or his morbid regrets at their loss ; but by his earnest
and faithful endeavors to imitate their piety.

This is the way that religion sanctifies the affections of the
heart, and amidst the warm and tender sensibilities of the -
soul, sows the seeds of holiness. This is the way in which
God makes the good of other days, and the pious friends
over whose graves we weep, do the work of angels, and
minister to them who shall be heirs of salvation. And now
with these remarks which have grown out of the first term of
the definition I am expounding, let me pass on to notice the
things included in the body of the definition.

The Christian is a follower of them, who tkrough faith and
patience inherit the promises. Here then is his rule and here
his reward. His religion, if it be a genuine and vital thing,
will have the effect to make his life in all particulars, the ex-
pression of these two elements, faith and patience. In the
broad sense of these terms, everything that enters into the
character of his life is comprehended within them.

TFirst, then, the Christian is distinctively a man of faith. As
the Apostle says, “we walk by faith.” This makes him
different from other men; different in the principles and

. and the exercises of his own mind, and different in the eir-
cumstances external to him, by which he is guided and
governed. Faith makes him a new creature, and faith puts





























