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The Religious Character of the
National Reform Movement.

By THE REV. T, P. STEVENSON, D.D., LIL.D.

Al the friends and advocates of the
National Reform Movement must be con-
scious that by many it is not regarded as
strictly religious work.,  Most persons
probably fecl that it does not stand on
the same plane with home or foreign
missions or evangelistic worl; that to
turn from the consideration of these
themes which deal directly with the eter-
nal salvation of human souls to the cause
of National Reform is turning aside or
coming down to less spiritual matters.
This feeling is due, in part, to the uncon-
scious influence of the prevailing view
that national affairs are secular, and are
not directly related to the kingdom of
Christ. The friends of the cause may
also have contributed to this fecling by
dwelling too much on controversial as-
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pects of the subject. or by dealing with
it too much in a controversial spi;it.

[n opposition to this fecling we mai-
tain that the work of the National Re-
form  Association is strictly religious
work, that it is closely related to the
honor and success of Jesus Christ and
to the salvation of men. and that it can-
not be rightly or successfully carried on
except i a religious spirit and by religi-
ous 1means.

1. The immediate results aimed at are
religious convictions and feelings in the
minds and hearts of men. In working
[or the conversion of an individual mau
we scek to establish faith in the being
and perfections of God, a sense of God’s
authority, conviction of his sin in break-
ing God's laws, apprehension of His
pardoning mercy through Jesus Christ,
acceptance of that mercy and a purposc
of obedience. National Reform work 1s
an effort to oroduce these same convie-
tions and feelings and purposcs i the
mind and heart of a nation of men. In
this work we are not dealing with the
nation as a philosophital abstraction, but
with the concrete nation, the people who
are the nation. Qur effort is to convince
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our fellow citizens that we. the people.
are under the moral government of Lud:
that we have sinned against Him and are
exposed to His judgments. but that there
is forgiveness for us: that this forgive-
ness is in the hands of the Tovd Jesus
Christ Who only “hath authority on
carth to forgive sins,” and Whom God
has appointed to reccive the submission
and obedience of nations as well as of
individual men. Now these are the same
convictions and feelings and purposes
which constitute personal religion in the
sphere of an individual life, and the pro-
ducing of these convictions is strictly re-
ligious work. Our conception of a Na-
tional Reform mecting is that a section
or portion of the nation is there gathered
before the Lord, and that we are there to
deal with onc anothier and with God
precisely as if we were the whole nation,
\We are there to consider our national
sins and make confession of them, to
pray for forgiveness, to declare our pur-
nose of obedience and to pray that these
convictions may Dbe speedily diffused
throughout the whole nation. Such a
meeting is as strictly teligious as an
evangelistic meeting. It 1s an evangelis-
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He miecting. 1ot 3t i3 an eifort 1o press
Christ as a personad Saviour, and the for-
giveness which He offers upon the ae-
ceptance of men who have the same need
of Him and Tlis salvation in their na-
tional as in their individual lite.  The
proclaiming of Christ’s authority as Ruler
of nations and the demands for submis-
ston to that authority are not the real
heart of the National Reform Movement,
but the offer of the forgiveness of na-
tional sins on the acceptance of which a
nation passes from under the wrath of
God and comes under the description.
“Rlessed is that nation whose God is
Jehovah,”  With the nation as with an
individual soul, the remission of past sins
must precede any genuine and acceptable
obedience.  Vain and {foredoomed to
failure are all reform movements which
ignore or scck to reverse this order es-
tablished cqually in the nature of man
and in the moral govermment of God.
National Reform work and work for
the salvation of individual souls are,
therefore, strictly and closely related to
cach other. They are efforts to produce
the same convictions, by the presentation

of the same truths and under the power
[
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of the same divine Spirit. Work for mdi-
vidual souls st go fivst, for we cannot
expect a man to be convicred for the sins
of the nation of which he is a part, if he
knows nothing of personal religion.  But
as soon as a man is personally converted
to God he ought to be tanght to apply
his new-born convictions and to act upon
them in the sphere of his life as a citi-
zen, just as he shounld also be brought to
do so in the life of the family. In the
almost total neglect of these religious
ideas in our national life lies the neced
and the warrant for the National Re-
form dMovement.

2, The establishment of these couvice-
tions in the mind and heart of the nation
tends powerfully to produce and confirin
and decpen in the hearts of individual
men the same convictions concerning
their personal relation to God. The ab-
sence of these convictions from the na-
tional life is a powerful hindrance to all
work for individual souls. In other
words, national religion promotes per-
sonal religion; the want of it conduces
to irreligion and impiety. The moulding
power of the nation’s life upon the life
and character of her citizens is one of
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God's most beneficent arrangemente iy
the interest of virtwe and religion s us,
like all God's provisions, if perverted, it
15 as powertul for evil as for good. De-
cistons reached by the nation become in
time the judgment and purpose of all
the people. The too general decay of
our Sabbath faws is the result, it is true,
of increasing disregard of the Sabbath
by the people; but the general overthrow
of these laws would greatly promole and
confirm the habit of Sabbath deseeration.
The general exclusion of the Bible from
our public schools would help to dis-
credit the book and banish it {from the
hands and thie homes of the people.  In-
dividunai men are drops of water in a
river; the river is the nation. When the
Spirit of God- enters into a man, that
man moves toward God: but if the cur-
rent of the nation’s life sets away from
God. how it increases the difficulty of his
religious life, and the difficulty of all
who are seeking to draw him Godward!
And if now we can reverse the current,
how powerfully it will tend to bear all
the people toward God, and virtue and
religion !

3. The National Reform Movement
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seeks a religious reformation in the na-
tion as the true wav. and the only way.
to destroy great evils which destroy the
souls of men.  Of the bearing of public
evils on the salvation of human souls we
will take two illustrations. It is com-
puted that there are at least a million of
men and women in the United States
who use strong drink to excess, and that

" of this number not less than one hundred

thonsand die every wvear.  There are
about two hundred thousand saloons in
this country. Including saloon-kcepers,
hartenders and their families, we have
more than a million persons who are de-
pendent on the drink traffic for their
livelihood, The brewers, distillers and
wholesalers, with their families and other
dependents, will greatly increasc this ag-
gregate. Add together now the confirm-
ed drunkards, the moderate drinkers,
whose indulgence grieves and quenches
the Spirit of God, the army of men and
wonmen and children who are dependent
on the drink trade and who are driven
into a position of antagonism and hostil-
ity to the church and religion by the nec-
essary attitude of the Church toward
their business, and the still greater num-
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ber of their iriends and svmpathizers—
what a multitude of men and women anil
children who are placed practicallv be-
vond the reach of gospel influcnces by
the drinking habits of the pcople and the
drink trafhc which, under the sanction
of law, ministers to these habits!

We shall shortly know, {rom the re-
port of the pending investigation, the
number of divorces now granted in this
country in a single vear. In 1886 it was
over twenty-five thousand. If it is now
seventy-five thousand, as is probable.
these divorces involve one hundred and
fifty thousand persons. \When subsc-
quent marriages are contracted after un-
scriptural and inunoral divorces, these
marriages are adulterous. No church,
DProtestant or Roman Catholic, can re-
ceive these parties, while continuing in
these relations, into membership.  They
themselves, therefore, and the children
who are born to them and all their rela-
tives and friends who approve their
course are placed in an attitude of hos-

tility to the church and religion by the .

imnioral relations which they have been
led to form under the permission and

sanction of the law. What a procession
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of men and women and children moving
cvery vear beyond tlie reach of evangel-
istic influences!

Now cannot men be saved amid these
sweeping and  potent forces of evil?
Blessed be God, they can, and are, in-
dividual souls here and there, like Jerry
McAuley rescued  from the slums of
New York, a brand phicked from the
burning. IEnough are being saved to
justify and reward the labors of the great
host of home missjonaries and evangel-
ists who are “fishing for men” in the
scething waters of the great human sea.
May God multiply the number of evan-
aclists and prosper all their labors! But
while some arc saved, and more might
be, the masscs are being swept steadily
down to perdition. The few who are
rescued are scarcely missed from the
throng of lost men and women who drift
steadily beyond the reach of help or of
hope. If only we could arrest or abolish
these evil forces we might hope to save
the masses, and not merely some out of
their number.

All these evils are antagonized by defi-
nite- and separate movements of reform.
We dare not disparage these reform
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movements, nor discourage  the noble
men and women wha, at unreckoned crst
i themselves. are striving in manv an
uneaual contest to turn the battle o Uhe
cate.” God Dbless every man and every
organization which strikes a blow agains.t
these enemies of God and of the nation!
Put 31 we persuade a wicked man to
torego his drinking habits. to renounce
his gambling and profanity and licenti-
ousness, we have not thereby saved him,
nor have we any assurance that the ref-
ormation we have wrought will be per-
manent.  Iie may change the form of his
sins and remain a sinner still. - Our only
sure hope concerning him lics in l)ringf--
ing him to Christ for regencration and
conversion.  And mere reforms will no
more save a nation than they will save
an ndividual man. The National Re-
form Movement is broadly, fundamental-
Iv differentiated from all other move-
ments of reform in that it contemplates
these evils not merely as evils but as
sins ; sins which call down the judgments
of God upon a guilty nation: and it
seeks to remove them by means of a
genuine religious reformation n the na-
tion. It labors to have the nation come
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Defore God and sav: “We have sined
against Thee and against men: in our
skirts is found the blood of the poor in-
nocents;  we implore  the  forgiveness
which Thoun hast promised to penitent
nations ; we ask this in the name and at
the hands of Jesus Christ. Thy Son. the
Saviour of the world: if Thou wilt grant
it to us we will serve Thee and keep Thy
commandments.” This movement writes
on the banners of reform “the Name
which is above every name.”  Its worl
is to lift up Christ before the nation that
e mav draw the nation to limsclf. Tt
exalts the Cross as well as the Crown,
and devoutly acknowledges that “by this
sign we shall conquer.”™ A\ movement of
which this is truc is definitely, pre-emi-
nently a religious movement.

But some man savs: “If men are con-
verted their politics will take care of
themselves.”  Alas, there are multitudes
of men who, in the judgment of charity,
are converted but whose politics give no
evidence of the fact. These men in other
departments of their lives show the re-
straining, uplifting power of religion,
but their politics remain “of the earth,
earthv.” How could it be otherwise?

1



['h'(':\' -11:1\1' never heen tanght the TCSpon-
sibilities  and - obligations  of  Christiuy
ciizenship.  The  church  has  insisted
with  measurcable carnestness on  the
Christian life of her members within the
church and the family, but she has leit
their politics to “take care of then-
selves.”™  The results are before us,
There is no form "of political corruption
in which the church, through her mem-
bers, is mnot implicated. No political
tssue arises in, which Christian men are
not found in Jarge numbers working and
voting on the wrong side, even of a
moral question, as well as the right. The
National Reform Movement is an appeal
to all citizens to make moral and re-
ligious principles the dominant and de-
cisive considerations in all questions in
which such principles are involved.
Again some one says: “Christian citi-
zens are not numerous enough to deter-
mine the national character and life;
therefore the first nced of the nation is
to increase the number of her Christian
citizens.” It were enough to say, in an-
swer to this plea, that, whether they be
many or few, the Christian citizens in
any nation need to be instructed and
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aronsed and united ior the better per-
forimance of thar civic Juties. Dut it s
also to he said that it they were so in-
structed  and aroused and united  the
Christian ¢itizens of the United States
are an overwhelmingly preponderant ma-
jority of the whole people. To deter-
mine the national character and conduct
we are not dependent on a numerical
majority. There are great numbers who
do not exert themselves to sway the na-
tional will on any question, and are there-
fore a negligible quantity. National de-
cisions are won, usually, by minoritics.
Those who have intelligence and definite
convictions and weight of character and
moral earnestness and a resolute purpose
and the capacity for organization and
who are actually organized to accom-
plish some definite result, win their cause
long before they become a numerical ma-
jority of the whole people. The effort to
bring about a religious reformation in
this nation is, with the blessing of God,
an entirely feasible and practicable un-
dertaking. There is a vast body of
Christian sentiment and conviction which
needs only to be summoned, awakened,
organized, in order to bring the nation
13



in repentance and submission to the Tee:
of Jesus Christ. We must sow the seed
and have “long patience”™ for it Some
day some ixsue will be sprung which will
appeal to the Christian heart of the na-
don as the threatened invasion of the
Spanish Armada appealed to Protestant
England, and in a magnificent uprising
of Christian and patriotic fecling the na-
tion will return to the God of our fath-
ers. To prepare for and strive toward
that result is the work of the National
Reform Association. It is truly religi-
ous work, and as such deserves the
prayers, the labors and the gifts of all
who are at once lovers of their country
and lovers of Christ. If any man fails
to perceive the religious character of this
movement the fault lies not in the move-
ment but in his conception of it. Let all
its representatives scek a clearer under-
standing of the real spiritual character
of this work, and labor to impart that
understanding to all before whom they
plead for this sacred cause.

Price List of Publications by the
National Reform Association.

ANUAL OF CurisTIAN Civir, GOVERNMENT.
.\11\3\\-Lthe Rev. D. MeAllister, D.D.. LLD. 300
ages, bound in manila paper. 25¢ a copy.

y mail. 30c a copy. B

SaBBATH Laws 1N TiHE Usrrep Stares. By
the Rev. R. C. Wylie. D.D. 250 pages,
bound in paper, 35¢ a copy; bound in cloth,
T5¢ a copy. )

OUR NATIONAL CHRISTIANITY _AND I'UNDa-
MENTAL LaAw. By the Rev. John A: Ilen-
derson, D.D. 16 pages, 5¢ a copy; $2.00 a

ndred.

CI?]?[ST THE RULER OF_NaTIONS. By the Rey.
‘0. I’. Stevenson, D.D., LL.D. 16 pages, 3¢
a copy; $1.50 a hundred.

Tur PRINCIPLES OF NATIONAL REerigioN. By
Dr. Wylie. 20 pages, 3¢ a copy; $L350 o

ndred.

TIIIIL? CugisTIAN Crrizexsiir PrLenge. By the
Rev. F. M. Wilson. 24 pages, 3¢ a copy:
$1.50 a bundred. )

’l‘n'tl: OO.\‘E Bise. By DProf. Tayler Lewis,
LL.D. 3c a copy; 31.50 a hundred.

Tne OATH TIE BoND oF Civin Sociery. By
tbe Rev. W. J. Coleman, D.D. 3¢ a copy:
$1.50 a hundred.

Tueg CONSTITUTIONALITY OF READING THE
BisLe IN THE Pusric Scuoors. By Dr. D.
MecAllister. 20 pages, 5S¢ a copy; $2.50 a
handred. !

Our EpUCATIONAL SYSTEM: Is IT CIIRISTIAN
oRk SEcULAR? By Dr. Wrlie. 64 pages, 10¢
a copy; $5.00 a hundred.

Tneg PROPOSED ANTI-POLYGAMY AMENDMENTY
T0 THE CONSTITUTION. By Dr. Stevenson.
28 pages, 3¢ a copy; $1.50 a bundred.

LYNCH LAW AND THE PRINCIPLES OF JUSTICE.
By Dr. Stgvegson. 10 pages, 3c a copYy:

1.50 & bundred. .

TosAN UNENOWN Gop. By R. M, Downie. 8
pages, 5¢ a cpy; $2.50 a hundred.

THE CHRISTIAN AMENDMENT AND THE LIQUOR
TRAFFIC. By the Rev. . B. Anderson.
D.D. 12 pages, 8¢ a copy; $1.50 a hundred.
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OurR SaBBato Laiws. Br Dr. Wilia, 14
pages, 3¢ a copy: S1.50 a hundred.

THr NATIONAL REFORM ASSOCIaTION. Br
Dr. Stevenson. ¢ pages. five copies for e
50c a hundred.

THE RELIGIOUS CHARACTER OF THE NATIONAT
REFoRM MoOVEMENT. By Dr. Stevenson. 14
pages, 3¢ a copy: £1.50 a hundred.

A PLEs ror RELIGION XN TIHE NartioN. Ry
Dr. Stevenson., 32 pages, 3¢ a copy; five
copies, 10 cents.

The Association is now issning a new serjes
of leaflets entitled *“Studies in Christian Citi-
zecship.” which will be furnished at the uni-
form price of 3 cents a copy i ten copies, 25¢:
fifty copies, $1.00; one hundred copies, $1.50.
The following numbers are now ready :

1. CnrisTIAN CITIZENSIIP DEFINED. By the
Rev. R. C. Wylie.

2. Tue TRUE IDEA OF THE STATE By the
Rev. D. McAllister, D.D.. LL.D.

3. THe ORIGIN OF TUE STATE, By Dr. McAl-
lister,

4. Tie ULTIMATE SOURCE OF THE STATE's

AUTHORITY. Ry Dr. McAllister.

5. TurE MoRAL ENDS OF TIE STATE. By Dr.
McAllister.

G. Tir INSTITUTION oF CIviL GOVERNMENT.
By Dr. R. C. Wylie.

7. THE RELATION OF NATIONS T0 TILE Logrp
Jesus Curist. By Rev. J. 8. Martin.

S. CHRIST'S GOVEENMENT OF THE NATIONS.
By Dr. R. C. Wrylie.

9. THE_RELATION OF CIVIL GOVERNMENT 10
THE BIiBLE. By Rerv. William Parsons.

10. Ting INSTITUTION OF CIVIL GOVERNAMENT.
By Dr. R. C. Wylie.

11. 'THE FORGIVENESS OF NATIONAL SINS. By
Dr. T. P, Stevenson.

12. WHAT CONSTITUTES A CHRISTIAN STATE?
By Dr. T. P. Stevenson.

This list will be added to month by month
unti. the series, consisting of about 25 or 30
numbers, is completed.
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