


world : ~ n d  entwined itself with the historic roots o i  al l  that  shall 
1)lossom in the  c o m i ~ ~ g  centllries. Dissolve the connection of our  
schools with vital religion in the Bible. the test-book. the school-room 
spirit, and the convictions and esample o i  t he  teachers and  you xi11 
so devitalize and dessicate it that  those who lrno\v the  larger liie rvitl~ 
Ciotl antl for man  will turu  away fro111 i t  en masse. Th i s  is  n o  idle 
Illrcat. Religiou will again make  its owu schools a s  it has already 
done. 

Ant1 all Iinorv tha t  it is  easier :o preserve than to chaugn in a n y  
,;reat national i ~ ~ s t i t u t i o ~ ~ .  0:lr scliools a r e  not  uo\v secular. if secol- 
a r i ty  means  freedom from all  moral o r  Cl~r is t ian  in1luence." They a r e  
11r111-sectaria~ but thnt  is t he  poles a1)nl.t iron1 secular. "Our schools 

:I:: they exist" (says Dr. Wylie in the  most  able ant1 eshar~s t ive  iinalysis 
oi the si t~latioli  ever published) "are a ])rotest agaius t  the  iolly of the  
t , i tu~.t  to divide 11uman life illto two l ~ a r t s  calletl sacretl and secular 

; t r ~ t l  to exclude rcligion from tlic latteru-The law which governs the 
District of Columbia is  a s  nearly perfectly bnlancetl legislatiou on the 
\!hole ma t t e r  as  cau be found. I t  l~rovitlcs t ha t  the teachers shall  "in- 
t.111catc in their p11pils truthfuluess,  sell-coutrol, temperance, frugality. 
il~tlustry, obedience to parents,  reverence for the ugetl, respect for t he  
i,ights of others,  politeuess to  all, I i i~~tJuess  to animals,  desire fo r  
liuotvledge and obetlieuce t o  the Ir?\vs of God; but no teacher shal l  
csercise any  sectarian inference in the school." "The opening e se r -  
cises in every school shall  consist of reading by the  teacher. without 
11ote 01. comment. a portion of t he  Bible. repeating rhe  Lord's  Prayer  
a t  the option of the  teacher, aud appropriate singing by the pupils.'' 

[The final proposition r\lould have been tha t  th is  American doctrine 
of Religion in the Stale.  with the education i t  anthorized and created. 
is abreast  of the  highest ideals of education we uorv possess. and is 
;11one adequate to the  delnands of ou r  country n ~ ~ r l  tile esigencies or' 
ou r  limes.-On~ittcd for  ~ ; I I I ~  of lime.] 

THE KINGSHIP OF CHRIST. 

EY DR. T. P. STEVENSON. 

'l'llr t l i e i ~ ~ e  .~ssign'tl 1 4  IlIe is "'l'he IiilIgshil) of . l e s ~ ~ s  ( ' l~~. is [ . "  
St;~(ctl  ~1111s I~ r~> :~ t l l y  it [)rills:: bef0l.c 11s 111~1 rv110le I i i ~ l ~ I y  oflice oi 011,. 

l?-etlec.nler. ljur :IS linlitc>ti I)? .  111' t lc~igl l  ant1 sCo])c of this C'onicrcl~c,~.  
it is rllr J i i ~ ~ g s l ~ i l )  of ChI ' i~ t  ovCr the  1l:lriulI \vlliclI rvc nrc lo col1sitlC.1.. 

So sul~jcc t  c,o~tld be o l  S I . C : I ~ C I  tl~col'etic:~l i l~ t e r c s t ,  o r  or gr1%;1t,:l. 
1)t.ac.lical i11111o1.t;lnc.r I s  t l ~ c r e  a sovereign l~orvcr, lo  rv l~ i c l~  t l ~ i s  11:t- 

. 1 1  : I  i : i o  I ~ c s o u s i l l e  I f  SO. is it Gotl. i n  his essenti :~l  
C ~ I ~ L I . ~ I ~ . I C J ~ ,  01. is it ('lirist Jesus ,  the  bletliator be tweel~  C:otl :~n , l  111;111. 

to \vliom the nn t io i~  owes i t s  alleginnce? If C l ~ r i s l  is  tlie l iulcr or n;t- 
tions, how does l-lc. exercise I~l i s  alltllorit)'? \\'here a r e  l-lis I:~ttss I.,,- 
cortletl? 'A'hat tloes 1-lc require o f  nlltiolls, ant1 liorv tlocs l3c cnforcc 
l l is  ~ . c r l u i r e m e ~ ~ t s ?  These questious : ~ r c  o f  intcrcst  to  cvr1.y Cl~r is t inn  
])atriot. to every Inwmalier nntl every nlagistrate,  to every ruirlistcl. o i  
Cl~r i s t  n-110 is concerned to I)e n f a i t h f l~ l  r,mbassatlor a n d  to tlclivl.r 
his message f a i t l i f~~ l ly .  

\\-e hold this t ~ . ~ ~ t l ~ - - t l i e  Iiiugshil) of Cllrisl over llic ~ ~ : ~ l i o l i s - i l ~  
110 mystic:ll o r  es t ravaqant  sense. \Ire a r e  not  drealning of a visible 
I i i~~gt loni  to I)e set up 011 tlic cart11 in some futul.c tlisl)c.ns:~tiol~, wit11 
tho Lortl occ.up]-ing a palac.? and  a throne,  ant1 atlmi~~istc.r i~~!:  His got.- 

ernmcnt  after tlie mimncr of ear th ly  po1cnt:ltes. \\'e s i ~ n p l y  mcnn tha t  
tlic revealetl rvill of .Tesus C11rist is  law for nations ant1 go\,ernrnel~ts 
a s  well as  for intlirridual men. M'e mean tha t  since Clirisi has  sl)olirn 
111ainly 01: the sul~jec t .  f o r  e san~ l ) l e ,  of marr iage  ant1 tlivorce, no na -  
ti011 to n-haul these nol.ds cf Chl.ist 11aj.e come is a t  1ibc1.t)- to ~ualirl 

laws for  the  faluily which contravene His  laws. 1\11 Chr i s t i a~ l  111e1.1 
call Jesus,  blaster and Lord,  and find in H i s  will. lllc suprenlc. n ~ o t i v c  of 
their lives. IVc simply mean tha t  nations a11t1 jiovernments t~ugl l t  
also ro Ilnve regard fo r  I-Iis oxil l ;  thnt  governmental  ncls ant1 n:~lion:tl 

policies a r e  to be judged by llle spiri t  antl t e a c l i i ~ ~ g s  of Cl~i. ist :  rh:tt 
Queen Tictorin mltl I':rnpel,ol. IVilli:im. l l ~ r  I3rilisl1 P;~rli:tmc.nt nntl t 1 1 ~ .  
.-\merican Collg~.ess, oughc to looli 1tp t o  I-lim ~vl lo  w ; ~ s  erucaifit~tl :In11 
say: "JAortl. rv l~at  xoulds t  Thou ]in\-e us  to  tlol" 11-c. 1iic.:111 t l i : ~ t  t 1 1 ~  
Tell Commandments ant1 I l ~ t  S e r n ~ o n  on t11c 3lo11nt :Ire l~intlinji ~ I I  II:I- 
tions antl so \ -ernn~cl l t s  2s \\-ell a s  on i ~ ~ c I i v i ( l ~ ~ : ~ l  111e11: n11t1 I~illtliny I , , % -  
c:lusc tile>- 3i.e lllc I n a  of O!lr7 ~ v l ~ o  is t l ~ e  nniio11.s Iiii~g.. 

. . l l ia t  Jesus  Cl~risl :  is. in t l~ i . ;  !:cnsc. r l i ~  actual  G o v e ~ ~ l ~ r ~ i  :imonq 
l l ~ e  nations. may I I P  inferred f:.onl 111c s iml~ le  fact that  Jic is  : I I P  Snviol~r  
of  31~11. l'llerr is not l i i~~:  tv11ic.li liic \vorltl so  so1.c.1~. nrrcis, o r  so : ~ r -  
rlt311tl~- cl,aves. na leacicr.;hil~. C ~ ~ I ~ I ] ) ~ ~ ~ P I I ~  lc .n( Ie i~~11i~~ I I I I ~ I I . , ~  I I I P I I .  \vc.l,l.: 



;I molti tutle of uni ts  in to  a single public person. guitletl ant1 governed by 
n single will; \valtens the i r  ent l~us iasm.  calls our the i r  energies. -% 

t l~ouaantl  men without a leader a r e  a mob. o r  a flocli of sheep. X rhou- 
s;ln(l men wit11 a leader \rhonl they love a l~ t l  t rus t  a r e  mighty,  Often. 
;In invincible, force. T h e  xorlt l  is  every\vllere ant1 a l \~2? .s  in quest  o f  

competent leatlers. France  flung herself aL tllc feet of h-apoleon, cold. 
heartless,  selfish a s  Ile was, because he  was  a born chieftain. God has  

made I ~ u m a n  progress possible through the  centuries. by raising UP 
good men s leaders f rom age  to  age,  each one  in some s l~bord ina re  
; ~ n d  local sphere,  guiding his own people forward to  better things.  

Jloscs, David, Alfretl t h e  Grear, J Iar t in  Luther ,  George nTashington,  
-4braham Lincoln have  beell chief factors in t he  world's progress. 
But  they were each limiretl 1.0 a Ilarrow sphere ;  they led a small  por- 
t ion of t he  race through a shor t  pe~.iod of time. H e  who  is to  save 

t h e  \vorltl, to secure for all  manlrilld t he  highest  and best th ings  pos- 
sillle, mus t  be tile leader of a!l men t h r o ~ ~ g h  all time. He niust unite 

men sundered and  tlivitletl by s in ;  lilust appeal to  their  loyalty by a legi- 
r imate autlloriry, to their  love by h is  virtue and  goodness, to their  con- 
fidence by His  \vistlom; n i r~s t  nrollse ant1 inspire them;  must  direcl 

the i r  nlult i tudinous energies to  single a ims ;  must  lrefp all People: 
marching liltc t h e  cohorts of a n  army toward one  goal;  mns t  mainta i r  
this guidancc through successive generations.  No one doing less thar  
th is  for men  would be wor thy t o  be calletl t he  Saviour of Men. An( 

110 who  does th is  fo r  men,  governs men ,  i s  a "leader and  commander 0 

t h e  people." Christ 's  lringly office i s ,  a~i tecedent ly ,  a s  necessary a s  Hi:  
priesthood. If m a n  had continued innocent and the  race liad unfoldec 
upon t h e  ear th ,  these indispensable conditions of unit)- and  co-opera 
tion, in order  to  t h e  highest  a c h i e ~ e m e n t s ,  \\rould have  been fulfilled il 
t h e  patriarchal government  of  4 d a m ,  t h e  natura l  hear1 of the  race 

W h e n  he  failed, t h e  second man ,  t h e  Lord f rom heaven, mus t  n o t  onl: 
redeem m e n  f rom the  guil t  of sin,  but mns t  reign over t hem i n  r ight  
cousness. -4nd H e  who rules t he  world must  ru le  t h e  nat ions  of t h  
\vorld-for these a r e  t he  "po\vers" of t he  ear th ,  ear th ' s  mightiest  fac 
tors for evil o r  for gootl. Unless they a r e  made subject  to  Him,  t h  
;111tllority of God i s  no t  rc-established over one of the  largest  sphere 
of human lifc. If no  o ther  t i t le t han  Jesus,  Saviour of AIen, \\'ere give 
I-linl in t hc  Scriptures, if no promise and no  prophecy foretold th 

submission of the  nat ions  to  H im,  \ve mould still lrnonr, o n  antecei  
en1 g ro l~nds ,  tha t  t he  world 's  Saviour is tlie Ruler  of t he  Nations.  

I)II<EC'l' TI<S'l'I>IONS' 013' TIIl*: SC'RII'TURES. 

131it t hc  direct  test imony of holy Scriptur.e on th is  poiut  is abunc 
a ~ l t  and  clear. I pass by the  many  passages nrhicli declare t i lat  Chri: 
is  n Icing, t h a t  "dominion" was t o  1)e given to H i m  and  t h a t  "goverl 
men t  n-ns to  be upon I-Iis shoulder," and come to  those which declal 
t h a t  the author i ty  of Christ  is universal. -411 t h e  resources of lanr 

unge nrc employed to  se t  forth t h e  a l ) s o l ~ ~ t e l y  unlimited character  I 

H i s  donliuion. Pa111 declares (Eph.  1: 20,  55): "God raised Him fro 

:he ,le;1,l scr I-Jim :I: h i s  o\vn rigllr Ilantl. far  ;lbovc :ill ~)ri l lcipali tg 
an t ]  1 , o ~ p r  2nd might antl tlonlinion. :lnd ever!. nnnlc that  is nnmcd. 
nor  (,ll]y in this \vorltl 1)ur i11sc1 i l l  rlt;tr \vl~icli is ro t-omr. nntl Ii:ltl~ I ) ~ L  

things 1111der His feet." T h e  same a1)ostle nrgucs else\vl~erc t11;~t 
-since ;I]]  []lings ,Ire pul untler I-lim. H e  only is  esce1)tetl \vho (lid D I I ~  

all things untler Him." If His aUthOlit? is l I ~ i \ ' e r ~ ; l l ,  it conclutles. all 
beings, ant1 nations ant1 gOVernments, a s  moral agents,  nlust bo 

rllbject to Him. He is tl\e I,a\vgiver, tlle autllor of tllc ~ n o r i ~ l  1;1\v, t hc  
"Angel in the Alount" fl.0111 \v110m Afoses receivetl t h e  li\.ing or:~cles, 

ant1 if the  moral law bil~cis nations they must bc untlcr Christ is  
the a l ~ t l ~ o r  of thaL law. 

Another class of passages espressly tleclares t l ~ a t  nations a r e  un- 
der r l ~ e  a ~ ~ t l ~ o r i t y  of Christ. Daniel saw ill vision. "One libe tile Son 
of Alan. coming to the  ancient of tlays, ant] rllcre was  given I-lim tlom- 
inion ant1 glory antl a liingtlonl, tha t  all I)ec?l)le. nations ant1 languages 
S I I O I I ~ I ~  serve I-lin~." I-le bears t he  title "Prince of t l ~ c  Icings of L I I C  

e;~?th." ant1 wears on llis lreStule the  name  " l i ing  of liings." Natiollv 
and r l~e i r  rulers are  coinn~:lntletl to yieltl subn~iss ion to  I-lln~. 111 the  
second Psalm we 11ave three  visions: First .  X visio~r of the  \ \ ~ ~ I . I c I  
i l l  rc~bellion against  Jehovah ant1 agains t  H i s  . - \~ lo i~~te t l .  His Cllrist. tile 
liings of earth a l~ t l  the  rulers t : l l< i~~g  COIII IS~I :  "Let us brealc tlleir 
bontls asulitler tlntl cast  their  cords from us.". Second. A vision of 
God. r e g a r t l i ~ ~ g  th is  impotent rcbcllion with scorn and wit11 anger ,  null 

saying. "Ter, have I set my lting up011 m y  1101s hill of Zion." Third.  
X vision of t he  Son of God, the  cnointetl S o v e r e i g ~ ~ ,  c o ~ l l i ~ l g  fo r~ \ f a rd  
in person ant1 clairuing his t lon~iniou: "I ~v i l l  tleclsre t l ~ e  tlecree, Jcho-  
vali said to me. Thou a r t  m y  Son; a sk ,  and  I nrill give t l ~ e e  tile na- 
tions for thine inlieri ta~ice slid the  u t termost  par ts  o f  t he  ear th  for  thy 
possession." Then follonrs the  conclusion: "Be \rise no\\., tllereforc, 
0 ye Itings, be instructed,  ye  judges of t he  c m t h ;  liiss t l ~ e  Son lest 13e 
be angry  antl ye ])erish \\.hen his n7rath is  lrintlled but a little." 

Among the  glorious accoml~l ishments  of the  fu ture  i t  i s  e s l~ rc s s ly  
ioretoltl tha t  nations and governments  shall  submit  to tile ; ~ , l t h o r i t ~  
of Chrisr. I n  rhe seventy-second Psalm nre sing: " ~ l l  ltings shall fa l l  

clown before Him. all nations shall  serve Him." Jolln,  i n  tile ADO- 
calypse. heard the  s even t l~  t rumpet  soilnd, ant1 grea t  voices in Ilcaven 
saying: "'The lringtloms of th is  world a r e  become the  kingtlom of our 
Lor(l ant1 of Cllrist." Ant1 in t he  final vision o f  the city of God, 
he saw the  natiolls of the  saved "n,allting in t he  l ight of i t ,  an(] the 

Icings of tile ear th ,  bringing their  glory an(] their  honor into it." on 
tile strength of these impregnable wortls of I3oly Scripture,  Dr. ,I. A. 

E1o(lge, of Princeton, based his sublime appeal: "1 charge  it- 
jzens of  the United States. afloat on y o ~ r  wilt1 sea of politics, tllere is 

Icing, one  Jesus;  the  safety of tlie s ta te  can be securetl only in 
Way of whole-souled loyalty to  H i s  Person and  obedience to  his 

1:1\v.* 

'I-Iodge's Poplllar Lectures on Theological Themes,  p. 287. 



OUJEC'I'IO>-.-; .\Il';T. 

13ut it is oLjected to all this that Christ said: ">I? k i~lgdom is not 
of  this world," True;  but he did not say: This  w0rltl i s  llot O f  my 

kingdom. The  Greek particle "ek" which our translators have reU- 

dered "of" means of,  in tile sense of origin. Christ 's  kingdom is not 

from this  world, or ouc of this world. I t  does not originate here. I t  

does not  spring up among the  worlrl kingdoms, of the  same class with 
them,  and a s  a rival to them. T h a t  th is  is the  Lord's meaning is plain 
from his fur ther  words: "If my kingdom were of this world, then 

would m y  servants fight that  I should not be delivered to the Jews;  
but now is  my ltingdom not from hence." Christ's kingdom is not of 

th is  world, but of heaven; but i t  covers the  ear th ,  i t  overarches and 
includes all earthly liingdoms, according to His  own tleclaracion: "All 
power i s  given unto me in  heaven and in earth." 

Ilut it is objected again:  I-lon- can there be a ltingdom supreme 

ovcr ea r t l~ ly  Itingtloms, \vit l~out something visible, or  tangible, a s  th? 
evitlc~lce of i t s  esistence ant1 i ts  author i ty?  How can the  governmenr: 

ot  car th ,  \vith their  terri tory ant1 their  l~opula t ion,  their  fleets and thei! 
arniies, thei? parliaments ant1 their  congresses, their  treasuries a ~ ~ d  
their  storehouses, be relatetl to an  invisible I i iug,  and to l ~ u r e l y  spir. 
it1131 a l ~ t i ~ o r i l y ?  

F o r  answer, let 11s remember t h a t  purely spiri tual facts and force! 
have played a large par t  i n  human affairs, have marshalletl armies an t  
won batt les and changed the course of history. W h a t  nras the  COIL 

cern of c:atholic Europe for t he  holy sepulcher, but a purely spiri t  
ual s e n t i m e ~ t  for an  object distant and unseen; but t h a t  sentimen 
gathered together the  ruillions of Christendom, flung them in suc 

cessive crusades against  t he  power of the Turk ,  and made possibl 
motler~: history and modern ci\.ilization. \Vhat was  the anti-slaver 
feeling of fif ty years ago, but a sentiment,  a spiri tual conrictio 
against  which law and usage and vested interests,  and prosl~ectiv 
gains,  all  things tangible and visible, stood arrayed;  yet that  senti 
men t  shoolc the  continent with the tread of armies,  yepealed t h e  legis 
lation of a century,  struck the  fetters from the  l i m l ~ s  oC four  mi l l io~ls  ( 
slavcs, aud embalmed these changes in  the  t e s t  of an  amendetl COI 
s t i t u t i o ~ ~ .  Autl what achieven~ents  shall  nre not  clcem possible to t l ~  
sentinlent of loyalty to  "the I i ing eternal,  immortal ,  invisiblc," infr~s t  
in to  seventy millions of human hearts and worlting out a s  an  acti \  
ant1 ronlroll ing principle in  their  l i ~ e s ?  I t  has  I~eeu finely saitl t l ~ :  
the translation of the  Bible 111 the English tongue and its  diffnsic 
among the people, lifted the  ~ o o C  of cvery peasant's cottage to ta l  
i n  the  stars.  T l ~ e  t ru th  of the  Icingship of Christ  simply lifts r l ~ e  ro 
o t  every political convention, of every legislative chamber,  of eve 
pnlllng booth, to take  in  the  throne of the  Icing ot  Icings. 

l lC>\r  t'l1RISrV ~ : S ' ~ . \ l l l ~ I S l 1 l ~ ~ ~  111s l<lSC;l)C>>r. 

This  objection drawn from the  supposed mystical, spiri tual,  u 
e ; ~ r t l ~ l y  character of Clnist 's  ltingtlom disappears finall>- when we no 

[lie nlear15 a ~ l d  t!le process by \~ll iCh this Itillgt[onl c s tn l~ l i s l~ r s  itself i l l  

a n y  ]ant] ant1 over any people. Christ s~~ l> t lues  3 u ; l t i o ~ ~  to Hinlseli 
o n l y  by winning a nlajority of i t s  citizens to be His frieutls and fol- 

lo\\'ers, and iu fus i~ lg  the nation n'itll His princil>les and His  spiri t .  
In  this \yay I-ie al~olishetl slavery-by giving to the uatiou n c o ~ ~ t r o l -  
ling majority of anti-slavery men anti women. In  this way I l e  h : ~ s  
abolislletl the lottery autl is cllrbi~lg the liquor-traflic. 111 this \v:ly 111, 
excllanged prlr t r a d i t i o ~ ~ a l  111tlian policy of brolcen treaties :111tl cxtc~.- 
minatiug wars, for a policy of good fa i th  aild civilization, of e d u c * ; ~ t i o ~ ~  
and religion. In  this \Yay, by ~.enemillg ant1 t r ans fo rmi~ lg  Eug l i s i~  
sentinlent autl opi~l ion,  he has  eschangetl t l ~ e  cruel and rapacior~s sway 
of the East Intlia Co~npany  for  the just ant1 beneficent rule \vhich E n s -  
lautl maintains over India  to-day. In  th is  way I-Ie g:lvc us t l ~ c  :Illti- 
polygamy law of 1SS2, is  closing the  tloors of Congress to-(lay ng;~ins t  
a polygamous representative-elect, and has  Icd 23 states nritllin f o r ~ r  

years to amend their laws relating to marl-iage and tlivorce. T l ~ i s  
gradual creation of a dominant Christian sentiment among any  pco- 

ple is  the gl.atlua1 establishment of the  liingdom of C h ~ j s t .  I t  is t l ~ e  
fr~llillment of the  prophecy of Daniel: "The Icii~gdorn and dominion 
untlel the whole heaven shall be g i r cn  to the people of the s a l l ~ t s  of 
the Most I-Iigh, and they shall t ake  the Icingdon1 and possess i t  for- 

e\-cr and ever." Th i s  is what is  meant, ant1 th is  is all tllat i s  meant,  

by the striltiug words of the Hebrew Psalmis t :  "Let a two-e(~getl 
sword be in the  hand of  the  saints,  to execute \'eugeance upon the na- 
tions and punishments upon the  people, to b i ~ l d  thei r  liings nrith c l ~ a i n s  
and their nobles with fetters of iron;" and in  the  wortls of Clllaist: 
"Fear not, little flock; it is  yollr Father ' s  good pleasure to give yon 

the  l<ingtlom." "I appoint unto  you a kingdom, a s  my F a t l ~ e r  l ~ a t h  
al~pointed unto me;"  o r  in the  apocalyptic v is io~l  oC J o l ~ n :  "I saw 
thrones, and tile!. s a t  on them,  antl judgment was  g ive~ l  unto them, 
antl they lived and reigned with Christ  a thousand years." 

In  all this, there is uothing to  excite alarm-except anlong godless 
politicians \vhose occupation will be gone, and criminals 11a:e 

good government and righteous la\vs. The  prlrpose of t l ~ e  followers 
of Christ is sim111s this, t ha t  when they have become numerous e n o ~ ~ g h .  
and have attained a sufliciently clear and unanimous u n d c r s l a n d i ~ ~ g  
of Cllrist's will in the  matter,  then they mill govern this country \,,it11 

their convictions. Of course, they will, just a s  the servallts oC Satan 
go\-ern i t  so largely to-(lay. So long a s  the majority of t l ~ e  citizens 

of Ken7 Toll< prefer the  rule of Talnmany, Tammany will rule. And 
when the majority oC the citizens of th is  city, or any  cily, of this na- 
tion. or  nny nation, become tl~orougllly loyal to Christ a s  I i ing,  then. 
in that  city, or  t ha t  nation, Christ  will takc-n to Him His  great  power 
and will reign." The  I~ea t ing  hear ts  of Inell, with their  measur:tl 
strolies of con\.iction and feeling and purpose, a r e  the bells nrhich the 
poet heard: 



Ring out the old, r ing in the Denr, 
R ing  out the  false, r ing in the  Lrue; 

R ing  in the nobler modes of l i fe  
Wi th  sweeter manners,  purer laws, 

Ring ou t  i he  d a r l a e s s  of the  land, 
Ring in the Christ  t ha t  is  to be. 

The  practical value of this t ru th  lies in tlie nobleness and efficacy 
of m o ~ i v e s  \vhicIl i t  supplies for  public virtue and political refor- 
mation. There is no principle in human nature  so powerful as the  
religious principle. Xo great or  enduring results have been achieved 
by a n y  movement which [lid not appeal to the  consciences of men. 
A recent authority-Studies in  Historical and Political Science, Johns 
FIoplrins University-says: '.We must count on the indifferent watch- 
fulncss of the ordinary citizen in ordinar). times. \\-e should, there- 

fore,  endeavor to enlist tlic love of gaili, of po\ver, of fame, on the 
side of the public \veal." FIo\v ineffalll>- mean and paltry are  suck 
motivcas in roul l~ar ison \\.it11 loyalty to the person and to the right: 
of Jesus, tllc Ii ing! 'Tliis t ru th  n~a l r e s  patriotism a par t  of religion, 
identifies political reforms wi th  the  interests and glory of the SOI 
of Gotl, and sul~pl ies  the trlie statesman with tlie motive whereby hl 
may urge the nation on to the higllest possible achievements. T h a  

th is  t ru th  may  have i ts  fiill effect upou the nation's character,  and itB 
full fruit ion in  the  national life, i t  o ~ i g h t  to be aclcnowledged on ths 
fundnmental law. T o  have witnessed for this truth through all  th 
vears of i t s  history, to have used th is  t ru th  as the  chief instrument il 
al l  i t s  worl: of agitation, is  the tlistinctive glory and s t rength  of t h  
National Reform movement. "In hoc signo vincemus;" by this sigl 
we sha.11 conquer. Many a claimant to a n  ear th ly  throne has  been de 
tented. An earthly aspi rant  may abjure h is  claims, abandon the  c0lI 
test, and leave those who have espoused his cause to the  mercy of hi 
rival. But  Christ  cannot. H e  is too solemnly pledged to this grea 

ilndertalcing. The  interests n7hich hang  on the result are  too va: 
and  too enduring. "I-Ie mus t  reign iill FIc has  put  all His  enemies ur  

feet." "He shall  not fail, nor be discouraged till H e  hav 

set  judgmcnt in the  ear th ,  antl t he  isles sliall wait for  his Ianr." Lc 

11s tletlicate ourselves anew to this holy cause wit11 a cotlrage and devc 
lion l ike those of the  "lrnights of the  round table." in \vhose eyes tk 
poet saw 

"Clear honor shining like the dewy s t a r  

Of tlanln, and faith in their  great  Icing, and pure 

Affection, and the  l ight of victory 

Ant1 glory gained and ever more  to gain." 

THE QUICKENING OF THE PUBLIC CONSCIENCE. 

BY REV.  W. I. WISHART. 

In a prelude to oue of his l\Iouda?. lectures J o s c l ~ l ~  Coolc tlerlared 
that  "safe popular freedom consists of four  tllings, autl c : ~ l ~ n o t  I,? 
compountled out of ally three of thc four-the diffusioi~ of libcrty, t l ~ c  

diffusion of intcl~igellce,  the tliff~Si011 of property. ant1 the t l i f fus io~~ 
of conscientiousness." If pol)lilar frectlom s l ~ o w s  SOIIIC sigus of in- 
stability to-day, i t  may be safely assertetl tha t  tlic cliief ciiusc is n 

lack of conscieiltiouslless on the par t  of the people. Tlicie h;i\,e bee11 
some daugerous liiuitatiotls ~ ) u t  upon that  co~~s r i tu t iona l  liberty o i  

which \\'e are wont to boast ourselves. T l ~ e r c  is not t l ~ e  geueral dif-  
fusiou of iiitelligence which ought to obtain ill this country of free 
scl~ools and multiplied universities. The  c o ~ ~ c e n t r a t i o n  of vasr 
amouuts of p r o ~ e r t y  in tlie hantls of  a fenr is  a tlirentcning coiltlitioli 
that  should awalreu (lee11 concerll among all patriots ant1 shoultl tlrivt! 
all statesmell antl reformers to seelr soille riglit basis of equalization 

and more general cliffusion of property. But tlie danger to our frcc 
institutions fl.onl all these directions is practically iuconsitleral~le a s  
compared with the clangel ar is ing froxu the  apparently lucrensinq 
moral intlifference and godlessness of the  natiou. 

Lord illacaulay asserted that  wllen New England was a s  tlensrly 
populated a s  old Englaud, the11 woultl come the real test of our  111- 

s t i tut~o~ls-n test to the  ~ .esul t  of which the great  historia11 loolcetl fo1.- 

n7ard wit11 rather gloomy forebotlings. But  I believe that  our  instiru- 
tions, other things being equal, will s tand the test  of a great increase 

of population without suffering a n y  damage. Bu t  they mill unqiles- 
tionably be straitled to the breaking point if ever i t  comes to pass 
that  our vast p o ~ u l a c e  shall have no eal* to henr the voice of Got1 or 
a heart unmiIling to obey Him. 

T h a i  evils should exist  in tbe botly politic and should i ~ ~ j e c t  tlleir 
poison into ~ o l i t i c a l  admitlistration is not  greatly to be wontle1.ec1 a t ,  I ~ u t  
the awft11 danger that  confronts us  to-day is t ha t  t l ~ e  people s l ~ a l l  becomi. 
indifferent to these evils. and we shall be compelled by and by to com- 
plain a s  did the old H e b r e ~ v  propl~et .  "illy people love to have it so." 
If there is  one thing more than another  thnt  might seem to lend color 
to the secularist's clainl that  the nation is not  a moral person, that  

- ,  




