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M I S S I O N A R Y  R E S U L T S  — IS T H E  W O R K  G O I N G  O N W A R D  OB 
BACKWARD?

T h e  following article from th e  “ Foreign M issionary” of February, furnishes a p re t­
ty satisfactory answer to the inquiry sometimes sneeringly presented, “  W hat have 
Missionaries done? ” We are ra ther surprised to find in the specifications of successful 
missionary work th a t the New Hebrides Mission has been om itted. The tru th  is, the 
details are defective, and from the w ant of full information, unavoidably so. Still the 
facts set forth, on the whole, are full of encouragem ent to those who are laboring  and 
praying for the evangelization of the world. g

T h e  results of m odern C hristian M issions hatfe recently  been 
criticised by different w riters. T his is well. I t  shows life and 
progress. Some are, however, dissatisfied w ith  the  issues of the  
efforts p u t forth, and can, from th e ir stand point, see scarcely any­
th in g  accom plished, because the walls of heathenism  have not fall­
en down at the first blast of the trum pet, or because the strong­
holds of m oral evil have not surrendered a t the  first sum m ons. 
O thers disparage all th a t has been done, and find fault not only 
w ith the results, bu t w ith the means. O rganizations are defec tiv e ; 
the m en commissioned are no t o f the apostolic s ta m p ; and the 
various agencies em ployed are not the  best for the ends sought. 
A  th ird  class, conscious o f the difficulties in the way, the  natu re  o f 
the w ork to be achieved, and the m eans used, see b u t few eucouracre- 
m ents for the speedy overthrow  of S atan ’s kingdom , e ither at hom e 
or abroad. They know  how feebly the  church is seeking the con­
version o f the world ; how little  of her m aterial and m oral s tre n g th  
is consecrated to  this work, aud the  slight hold it has upon th e  
masses of Christendom  ; they know  som ething of the capabilities 
o f Zion, and of her duty ; the w ants and woes of the m yriads in 
P ag an  and M oham m edan lands ; and the out-look dispirits them  
and they are ready to conclude th a t the C hurch ia n o t only guilty  
for non-use o f power, bu t is m aking, w ith all her boasted efforts 
no relative advance upon the world. In  o ther words, “ th a t  there 
are no t to-day any larger num ber o f true  C hristians on earth  
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In  com pany w ith some o ther m em bers o f th e  Ref. P resb . C hurch, 
I  am  bu ild ing  a  sash-door and  b lind factory, for th e  purpose of 
having  a place w here the m em bers o f o u r church  can have perm a­
nen t em ploym ent when they  come to  th is city.

O ur ehurch build ing is nearly  finished, and is an  o rnam ent to the  
place, and a cred it to the C hurch ; and if  the  m em bers o f  our church 
respond liberally, we can have it  finished and  have a congregation 
organized before Synod meets. T h e  following appeared in  th e  
editorial colum n of the Gazette of th is c ity :

“  C o v e n a n t e r  C h u rch .— The Covenanters of this city have erected quite 
a nice frame church on South street, which when completed, will be the 
neatest frame church in Indianapolis, and an ornament to that part o f our rap­
idly growing city.”

A s to the health  of Indianapolis, i t  is as good as any city in  the  
W est, and living is as cheap. H ouse re n t is from  fifteen to fifty 
dollars p er m onth. W ood from five to  seven dollars per cord, &c.

W e feel authorized to say to  those who purpose to visit our city, 
th a t we will board free of cost, every com petent m echanic or busi­
ness m an until he gets in to  business, if  he will come here.

W e now say to those who wish to see the  principles of the church 
prom ulgated where they  will reach, and have an influence on law 
m aking pow ers—all who wish to  see “ the  k ingdom  o f C hrist ad­
vanced.”— “ Come over and  help u s .” J .  T . B oyd , M. D.

A M E N D M E N T  OF TIIE C O N S T I T U T I O N .

M essr s  E d it o r s  —  I t  is g ra tify ing  to  be able to  inform  your 
readers th a t the  m ovem ent for the  am endm ent o f the N ational' 
C onstitution has no t en tirely  subsided, as we had too m uch reason 
to  fear. Only a part of those to whose direction  th e  w ork was 
confided by the N ational A ssociation a t its last m eeting  were pro­
foundly im pressed w ith its im portance, and w illing to  m ake sac­
rifice of tim e and streng th  for its prom otion. C ircum stances 
purely providential prevented these from p u ttin g  forth  any eflicient 
effort un til the present year.

A t last the Executive Com m ittee have succeeded in  preparing  a 
brief, pertinen t and forcible address to  the citizens of the U nited  
States, presenting and ju stify i»g |the  changes in  the C onstitu tion , 
which are dem anded. W hatever exception m ay be tak en  to par­
ticu lar forms o f expression, it  will be adm itted  to be a very able 
paper, and vefy happily conceived, and, on the  whole, satisfactory 
even to  those who hold the m ost advanced views on the subject. 
This docum ent has been issued in  the  form of an eight page tract, 
and  has been stereotyped th a t copies m ay be m ultip lied  a t 
pleasure. In  small num bers, it will be furnished gratuitously, on 
application. W here it is desired in  larger quantities for d istri­
bution, it  will be furnished, postage paid, a t $2.00 per hundred— the 
m ere cost o f p rin ting  and m ailing. T he expense already incurred
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being  th u s  reim bursed, th e  A ssociation w ill be able to  follow this 
w ith o ther tracts from  o th er able advocates o f th e  cause, to  be 
d istribu ted  in  the  sam e way.

I t  is desired now,
1. T o circulate th is  appeal as w idely as possible.
2. T o obtain as m any signatures to  the  m em orial to  Congress, 

and  in  as m any separate C ongressional d istricts as possible. T he 
petitions should in  all cases be circulated  in duplicate, th e  same 
signatures being  obtained to tw o copies— one for the  Senate and 
th e  o ther for th e  H ouse o f R epresentatives.

3. T h a t these petitions be forw arded to  the  representatives of 
the  section w here they  are prepared, a t such tim e as shall be in­
dicated by th e  N ational A ssociation, and not before, th a t so the 
w hole country  m ay be heard  from  at ouce.

4. T h a t the  funds o f the  N ational A ssociation be replenished by 
d irec t contributions. I t  is desirable to  em ploy a num ber of the 
ablest friends of th e  cause to  visit different parts of the  country  
and  p lan t th e  m ovem ent w here i t  has not y e t taken  root. This 
cannot be done, nor can the  press be em ployed, nor can conventions 
be held, except a t considerable expense.

5. T h a t auxiliary associations be form ed— one in  each congress­
ional d istric t if  practicable.

"^Vill no t all our congregations en ter a t once, and  vigorously, 
upon the  w ork  o f o rdering  as large a num ber of the  appeal as they 
can d istribu te to  an  advantage, by circulating  the  m em orial in  
th e ir various localities, and by tak in g  up at an early day collec­
tions for the  N ational A ssociation ?

C ontributions to  be sen t to  Sam uel Agnevv, Esq., 1126 A rch  
street, Philadelph ia . O rders for the appeal and for prin ted  copies 

*of the  m em orial, to  Jn o . A lexander, Esq., 1935 A rch  street, P h ila­
delphia. T . P . S t e v e n so n .

O R D I N A T I O N  O F  R E V . J .  0. B A Y L I S .

T h e  com m ission o f the N . Y . P resby tery  appointed to  a ttend  to  
the  ordination and installa tion  of J . O. Baylis, m et in the  church 
a t K o rtrig h t, Jan u a ry  10, 1866. T he m em bers p resen t w ere Revs. 
J .  K ennedy, D . M ’A lister, J .  R. Thom pson, and E lders George 
Spence and D avid M’Donald. A fter the  exam ination o f the  can­
d idate and hearing  of his pieces of trial, the Rev. D. M ’A lis te r de­
livered an appropriate and  eloquent serm on from* 1 Tim . 5 : 22, 
“ K eep thyself p u re ,” in  w hich he discussed the im portance of per­
sonal godiiness in  re lation to the  preparation and delivery of pu lp it 
discourses— urg ing  it  on the  ground th a t i t  secures diligence in 

" study, subordinates all read ing  and study to  a know ledge of Christ 
and  him crucified, im parts sell-forgetful self-possession in the pu l­
pit, im parts earnestness and unjctioh, and conduces to faithfulness 
in  p reaching  the word.




