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Tue Inauguration services were conducted on Commence-
ment Day, June 27, 1867, immediately after the conclusion of
the usual exercises of Commencement.

Hon. WiLLiaM S. GROESBECK, on behalf of the Board of
Trustees of the University, delivered an Address to the Presi-
dent elect; after which Fereus AxpERsox, Esq., President of
the Board, administered the oath of ofiice, and defivered to him
the keys of the University. Dr. SraxTox then delivered his
Inaugural Address; and the exercises were closed with the
beaediction, pronounced by Rev. Dr. HArrER. ;




Abbress to the Fresivent elect,

BY

HON. WILLIAM 8. GROESBECK.




FeLLow-crrizexs: By the unanimous vote of the Trustees,
at their regular meeting, & year ago, Dr. Robert L. Stanton
was chosen to be the President of this University, and we are
met to-day to invest him with the office, publicly and in a
formal manuer. It is customary, and very proper, that the
Trustees should say something upon such an oc n, and as
one of their number, I have been appointed to represent
them.

1 do not appear to deliver an address, nor do I propose to
deliver a specific charge to the gentleman, to whose c:
oversight we have entrusted the interests of this University.
The Trustees might well do this without exceeding their proper
Jjurisdiction ; but it is not considered necessa; All the mem-
bcrs of lhe Facuity have been eleltcd for their fitness and

for the they severally hold, and
we have confidence in their zea) and abil We are not here,
therefore, to charge the President and Professors, but rather to
make known to you, fellow-citizens, that we shall open the ap-
proaching term with a full and able Faculty, and to commend
the institution to your continued patronage and support.

Allow me to do this very briefly by referring to its history,
its character, and its

I begin by saying it-was mw.uuch :lboul. half a century ago,
and has been in regular operation from the time of its first or-
ganization. During all this time it has merited and received
its full share of the public favor. It has been a successful in-
stitution. I desire to emphasize this statement, and to repeat
that it has been a most successful literary institution. 1am
aware that in comparison with some Eastern colleges, its en-
dowment is small, its Faculty incomplete, and the number of
its graduates few, @nd yet I afirm that, according to their op-
portunities, no one of them has accomplished more. Nowber
in the land, probably, has an equal endowment for educatio
purposes done more gool. The graduates from this coll
will compare ereditably with the sam> number from any other.
They have been, generally, very successful and prosperous




men in all the departments of business, in all the learned pro-
fessions, in private and in public life. The Alumni are among
our most useful and distingui legislators,

judges, lawyers and divines. It has been so all along our his-
tory. Itis somow. What does this mean? Is it an accident
that has been repeating itself so long and regularly? Let me
say to parents here and throughout the West, it signifies thi
From the beginning, and always, the students of this Univers-
ity have been well cared for in instruction, in morals, in re-
ligion, and in general preparation for the duties and responsi-
bilities of active life. Nor have they been without the lessons
of patriotism. I need but point to the long roll of students
and Alumni who served in the recent difficult struggle for the
preservation of the Union, to show that they have been well
instructed in the most trying duties of citizenship. This
brings me to say a few words of the character of this
University.

It is a State institution. The Trustees who superintend and
control it ars appointed by the State. It belongs to no sect or
religious denomination, and therefore does not teach exclu-
sively any sectarianism. But let no one suppose it is indiffer-
ent toward religion. In the sacred compact or ordinance of
1787, under which the State was organized, in our State Con-
stitution of 1802, and in that now in force, it is proclaimed
that “religion, morality and knowledge are essential to good
government, and shall forever be encouraged;” and in the act
itself incorporating this institution, it is declared to be estab-
lished * for the instruction of youth in all branches of the lib-
eral sciences and arts, the promotion of good education, and
of virtue, religion and morality.” In the spirit of these de-
clarations, this institution always has been and always must be
administered. They are the law of its being, which may not
be violated by the State, or the Trustees, or the Faculty.

If there be any subject upon which [ would undertake, Mr.
President, to charge you and your associates also, it is that of
religion. In the language of our charter, we desire that
“youth may be instructed, here, in all branches of the liberal
sciences;” but I think I represent every member of the Board
of Trustees in saying we require, to the extent of our author-
ity, that all these subjects shall be taught religiously. We
would have you shun the paths that conduct to atheism or
rationalism in any form, and teach of all sciences, that laws are
never self-originated, that matter is never self-organized. We
believe, as has been well said by one of your predecessors, that




“amonz all he various sciences, on, nataral and revealed,
lolds the chief place. It is that, in reference to which the ul-
timate scope of all the seiences is to be contemplated ; the sci-
ence of sciences, to which they all ascend. and in which they
all meet; the comprehending hond, which gives to them all
unity of design, and discloses their common end. Tt i that in
which they all properly terminate.”

Nor is this all. Our desire is not merely that it may be
taughtin the class-room, but that it may be inculeated by pi
cept and daily example and in the rules and practices of the
University. We hold it to be quite as important that you
should improve the character as the minds of the students,
and we recoznize no agency so zood as this, to form a proper
character. We notice in your “course of studies” that vou
teach “Moral Philosophy.” That is well, but we are glad to
observe that you do mot consider it enough. Moral science
may inform the mind upon right and wronz, good and bad,
duty and oblization. There it ends. Ttisa dead letter and a
most tama reformer. We need a_ higher and stronger agency.
one that shall not merely inform the mind, but work also at the
heart—1 system whose precepts have sanctions and whose
principles are ever attended by a quickeninz Spirit and a re-
newing power. Be assured, Mr. President and Professors, that
religion is the instrumentality by which you may promote that
“good education” required by the terms of our charter.

T notice, also, Mr. President, that you are directed to teach
political science, including the Constitution of the United
States. This, too, is well. Such instruction could not be
omitted in any proper, liberal system of collegiate education.
Rome furnishes a beautiful precedent. She well understood
the necessity of a wide dissemination of such knowledge, and
required the very boys to commit to memory her twelve tables,
as a carmen necessarium, or indispensable lesson. This knowl-
edge is of paramount importance at the present time. Just
emerged, as we are, from a long, wasting, fraticidal war, with
our land in mourning and the Government overburdened with
dekt, with agitations and animosities still dividing us, and se-
rious {rials and dangers yet to be encountered and overcome,
We were remiss indeed, if we did nothing to prepare our youth
for these responsibilities, and to educate them in the duties of
citizenship. Thaveno political theories which T would urge here
and now, and an institution like this is no fit place to train
young men for mere partisanship. I would not add to or take
from the course of instruction already preseribed. It is




enough, and the best on this subject. Teach the Constitution
of the United States. How wise and admirable the plan of
government there unfoldel1? How beantifal our system of
State governments, unitel “to fnsure domestic tranquility, to
promote the general welfare, and securs the blessings of lib-
erty to ourselves and our posterity.”

Let us rejoice that we have not been sundered, to waste each
other through all the future by sectional strife and growing dis-
cord. How magnificent the spectacle of our united national-
ity! A few years ago an obscure and feeble Government; to-
day its walls are the shores of a great continent, and its rank
and influence acknowledged throughout the earth. May the
young men that zo out from these walls be prepared to cherish
and maintain it, in the theory and spirit in which it was es-
tablished, as a constitutional government, all whose powers are
conferred by the States and the people, and as consisting in a
union of States that are sovercign in the management of their
own domestic concerns. This is the excellent contrivance
that has done so much for us in the past, and which, in prefer-
ence to any other, we should continue to trust. While we
shun secession, so justly odious from its recent wicked and un-
justifiable struggle, let us not rush upon the equally danger-
ous rock of consolidation.

We are at the, threshold of a new era. Slavery, our great
trouble, is gone, never to be re-established. Let no one, for a
moment, believe the nation will go back upon this step; but
yet we are not without troubles—the troubles that are always
incident to a wide-extended, bloody and protracted civil wa
The war is ended, it is true. Its drums are silent, and the ar-
senals are shut, and the roar of cannon has died away to its
last reverberations; but strife is not ended, and there is enmity
and ill-will in the South, and in the North, and between the
races now constituting one people.

Allow me, Mr. President, to express the hope, that whatever
of political science and the duties of citizenship is taught
here, may be presented in the spirit of the Divine Teacher,
whose mission was peace on earth and good will among men,
and whose great and comprehensive command was Love. If
we would not and perp j ies, and hatred,
and prejudice, surely it is the highest wisdom that we put
away all evil passions, and cherish and apply the healing and
powerful virtues of charity, and forgiveness, and kindness—
section toward section and race toward race.

Fellow-citizens : T have said this was a successful institution,
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and that it had done much good. T do not propose to qualify
the statement, but let me add. that Miami University is not
what it should be. Tt has not kept pace with the growth of
the country. Thirty yvears ago, twenty years ago, ten years
ago, it was comparatively greater and stronger than it is to-
day. You behold it now with the same endowment, the same
resources, and the same numerical strength in its Faculty,
which it had then, while all around it has grown to gi
proportions.

There are two great literary institutions in the United States.
Both of them are East of the Allegheny Mountains, and too
distant for the population already gathered and rapidly in-
creasing throughout the West. Be assured of one thing.
There are to be somewhere between the Allegheny and the
Rocky Mountains, institations of learning, quite as large as
those to which T have referred. Why may not Miami Univers-
ity be one of them, aud why may not Oxford in Obio become
as populots and as C in Massa ?
The most. timid, doubting inquirer can not assizn a reason
against it. Without instituting a comparison, it is enough to
say that this climate is as good ; the location of this Univers-
ity on this beantiful spot, as healthful, as convenient. and in
every way as desirable; its surroundings in wealth and popu-
lation and growing prosperity quite sufficient. Its history,
thus far, is honorable and commends it to increased favor. Tts
existence is not temporary or uncertain. It will live as long as
this village, as long as the State lives. Small as is its endow-
ment, it is indestructible, and enough to maintain it in the fu-
ture, as it has done in the past. The question is not whether
it will snrvive, but whether it shall expand to the symmetry
and full proportions of a University.

Fellow-citizens of Oxford Township. suffer me to address
this question to you. The institution is in your midst. and
you live upon the land which constitutes its primary endow-
ment. You holdit at a trifling, very inadequate rent, and that
rent is fixed and unchangeable. The land is already valuable,
and increasing in value every year. The value and the increase
are all yours. You are very fortunate in this; vou have made
an excellent investment. Nor is this all. You enjoy it with a
large immunity from taxation Has not this University a
claim upon you, and may it not appenl to you in its present
need?

It wants a new College Building, or the presen one greatly

proved, and a Iarger Faculty.
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We inaugurate, to-day, a new President, and start, ss it were,
anew,and with fresh hopes. The time seems to be auspicious
for sucha movement. Just such movements are being made
in behalf of other colleges in the West and everywhere. The
Trustees feel that they would be neglecting a plain and press-
ing duty if they folded their arms and allowed this in-
stitution to languish in its present condition. We trust you
will take the same view of your own duty, because we believe
if the citizens of this township will co-operate with us and
manifest a reasonable liberality, the needed endowment can be
obtained. Where elsemay we go with any propriety, if we
may not approach you; to whom may we appeal, if we may
not appeal to you? I call you to witness that while you have
been liberal in other directions, ‘you have done nothing in this.
T mention this not in complaint, for I believe you have never
yet been applied to; but to commend to your favor this first
and only application during the long period this institution
has been struggling in your midst. We do not desire that you
should take upon yourselves the whole of this work. That
were unreasonable. Do your fair part, and we will finish it;
give us your sympathy and co-operation, and we ean labor
elsewhere with courage and hope.




Inangural Adbdress,

BY

REV. ROBERT L. STANTON, D. D.




| GENTLEME:
zENs : Dr. Blaj
in matters of rhetoric, states that the main purpose of an in-

< or THE BoARD oF TrUSTEES, AND FrLLOW-CiITI-
sarded by some persons as a high authority

augural address is to please the hearers. You will allow me,
in advanee, to ask your pardon, if in this instance 1 fail to ob-
serve this canon. Higher duties than any attempt to please
befit this occasion, and in my honest endeavor to discharge
them, as they lie before my mind, I fear that I shall awaken in
the breasts of some who hear me, other emotions than those of
pleasure. I may say, however, to you, gentlemen of the Board,
that I thank you for the honor you have conferred upon me,
in calling me, by your unanimous vote, to the office into which

to-day I am formally inducted. I am not an alumnus of your
1 University, and I was, at the time of my election, personally a
stranger to your entire number, with two exceptions. These
considerations deeply impress me, and serve to awaken a pro-
founder sense of the responsibilities of my position; but I am
gratified with the assurance that in my earnest efforts to meet
them, T shall have your hearty co-operation.

1 shall not selcct, as my theme, any of the topics commonly
handled on such occasions : such as the true idea of a college,
in itself considered, or as adapted to our country and the age
in which we live ; nor canvass, pro or confra, the opinion be-
coming more widespread and agrecable to the multitude, that
colleges, in their course of study, should be radically changed
and popularized; nor vindicate the wisdoni of retaining in
the college curri as among the important means of a
thorough mental disciplne, those branches of study which
have come down to us through the ages past, the Latin and
Greek classics; nor entertain any of the questions recently

in the remar] ations from the oldest Uni-

versity of our country, in which a venerable Professor and
Doctor of Divinity seriously urges that students in their col-
lege course should be left to choose for themselves the studics
they shall pursue, and be placed under no coercive restraint as
to their manners or morals ; nor notice as a natural product of




these Harvard doctrines, the decision of an Ohio court, which,
Whatever may be said of the merit or demerit of corporal pun-
ishment in primary schools, directly tends to sap the found:
tion of all authority of the teacher over the pupil, in institu-
tions of all grades; nor, finally, attempt to trace to their ulti-
mate results upon the community at large, such teachings in
high piaces, upon morals and authority, all tending to produce,
not only, but actually producing, the most alarming evils, in
lawlessness, violence and blood, and threatening to subvert all
the foundations of government and public order.

Any of these, and other kindred topics, present interes.ing
and vital points for discussion, as showing the place which a
well ordered college should hold, and the influence it should
exert, conservative of every thing valuable in society. But I
Ppass these themes wholly by. The doctrines of Harvard, a nat-
ural outgrowth from the system of theology taught there, have
been thoroughly met and exposed by President Woolsey, of
Yale, and by other writers. The decision of the court re-
ferred to has been widely canvassed by the daily press, and
the discussion will resultin good. As for the ancient classics,
whose castigation or vindication is s seized upon
when opportunity offers, they have been recently and elabor-
ately defended as an essential part of college study, in the in-
augural of Mr. Johu Stuart Mill, one of the popular idols of
the day, on the occasion of his induction to the office of Lord
Rector of the University of St. Andrews; being the same
theme, and upon the same side, which the Parliamentary leader,
Mr. Gladstone, chose for his valedictory, on leaving a similar
post in the University of Edinburgh. We can therefore afford
to leave the classics, for the present, in their hands, and also in
the hands of President Woolsey in his reply to Dr. Hedge, of
Harvard. In regard to the more general topic of college re-
form, whether as to the introduction of branches of study not
generally hitherto embraced, or modifying those in the time or -
manner of pursuit now taught, so as to meet the growing de-
mand of our times and country, or extending to other inter-
nal changes, relating either to study or general management, it
would be vain to assert that the present methods could not
be improved. This would be equivalent to the position that
the college system stands out alone, among all human institu-
tions, as that whieh has arrived at perfection, and that too,
mostly in years long since past. But upon this I can not enter.

* The field is large, and my present aim is different.

Passing all these subjects, I now come to that which should
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engage our whole attention. If it shall prove less interesting
to some because it is local in its bearings, for that very reason
it should more deeply concern others, and especially those wl o
are the guardians of Miami University and have its interests at
heart. There are other things besides charity which should be-
ginat home. We need not, on such occasion as this, standing in
these classic shades which have echoed to eloquent voices for
nearly half a centary, consider topics which might befit other
places and times, when with us the present question is, almost
that which agitated the bosom of Hamlet—“to be, or not to
be”—or, at least, whether we are to make progress and live in
comparative respectability, or. failing to keep pace with the
educational world, decline and perish. Do not be startled at
this presentation of what I regard as the essential condition of
our continued life. I think you may see, in the sequel, that
there is more pertinence in this view of the case, than perhaps
to some of you may at first appear.

T announce, then, asmy subject, THE PresENT CoNDITION
AxD WaNTs oF Mraxr UNIversity. The gentlemen of the
Board are practical business men, and I wish to deal with the
subject in a practical business manner; and T am happy to ob-
serve, though knowing nothing of it till the present moment,
that the gentleman of the Board who has addressed you on their
behalf, coincides in the main with the view I shall present.

This theme naturally has relations with the past, and even
with the present, bearing directly upon matters which concern
Doth the present and the future, with which some here to-day
are more familiar than myself. If, therefore, I fall into error,
either of fact or opinion, I trust you will set it down to inad-

“vertence. I am motso much of an advocacte as to wish to
gain a verdict at the expense of trath.

It seems to be generally conceded—even, indeed. in the ad-
dress to which you have just listened—that Miami University
has reached a crisis in ifs history. Certain measures adopted
Dy its Board of Trustees, one year ago, to which I shall briefly
revert hereafter, as well as what is often heard from the lips of
its friends, and what we all may see moving in the world about
us, seem fairly to warrant this position. It must hereafter
take a higher stand, both in ordeér to maintain its previous
good character and be able to compete with other institutions,
some of which are much younger than itself, now springing
up in all parts of the West ; orit mustspeedily fall in the rear,
be largely deserted of its patrons, and drag out a lingering ex-
istence; or expire of inanition. I am happy to be able to say,
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however, here in the presence of the Board and this large as-
semblage, that certain measures projected by the Board, at its
present meeting. and still under consideration, give promise
and hope that the latter alternative will not be realized.

We are standing to-day near the middle of the fifth decade
since the University was put into actual cperation. Tts resu-
lar graduates, within that time, number over eight hundred.
Besides these, a considerable number have taken the scientific
course, and many more, without graduating, have here re-
ceived their entire academic education. Among these several
classes, are men who have occupied or who do now fill high
positions in the councils of our own and of other States, as well
as in the councils of the nation; others, who adorn all the
professions and other walks of Jife; many who have distin-
guished thems-lves and illustrated their patriotism and valor
upon the theater of war; and more than two hundred who
have devoted their lives to preaching the Gospel of Peace.
The standard of attainment for entering the reular elasses,
and the demand requisite for gradnation, so far as the course
of study extends, have compared favorably with other institu-
tions in any part of our country. ]

As a general thing, we may also say the same with truth
concerning the morai deportment of the students of the Uni-
versity, and the religious influence which has been maintained
among them during all periods of its history. Among the
men who have filled the various chairs of instruction from the
origin of the University to the present time, have been some
of the most distinguished educators of our country. Some of
the earliest of them still survive and enjoy their well earned
renown; some have gome to their reward among the
blessed in Heaven; several are now filling, with great dis-
tinction, chairs in other universities, and in colleges and theo-
logical seminaries at the East, ot the South, and iu the West;
while some of the present Faculty have been connected with
the University for more than twenty years.

Such, in brief, is the record of the past, a history full of hon-
or, full of success, full of credit to all concerned. Iwish [
could add that this history is equally full of hope. But, to my
mind, the present and the future have a sombre hue, which,
however, I admit is somewhat relieved by the action now un-
der consideration before the Board. This discouraging aspect
does not arise from any coloring emanating from myself per-
sonally, for [ am apt to be sanguine rather than despondent.
But the time has come when we can no longer live upon the
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past, when our duty will not be done by attending the holiday
ceremonies of Commencement, by enjoying an alumni dinner,
by making pleasant speeehes, by recounting the incidents of
college Iife in years gone by, and by joining hands and eir-
cling aronmd that noble tree in the Professor’s yard and sing
ing “ Auld Lang Syne "—things in themselves entirely s ppro-
priate. Sterner work is demanded by each one who claims to
be a friend of the University, if its career is to be any thing
else than downward from this day henceforth.

To note the force of this, compare the University with it-
self in the light of a few facts. It has not to-day so many
branches of study separately pursued, nor so many chairs sep-
arately filled, nor so many instructors actually employed, as it
has frequently had during several periods of its history—even
twenty-five years ago, as I discover from consulting its cata-
logues. This is not because the lizht upon the dial plate of the
educational world is moving buckward. It is moving forward
with rapid strides, and it is for this very reason that this com-
parison of the University with itself presents so dishearten-
inga contrast. It hashad, in former times, chairs specifically
devoted to history, tomodern languages, embracing French
and Germau, and to other branches; while far better provision
‘was made than is now made for instruction in that most essen-
tial department, the knowledge of our own language and lit-
erature, the necessity for which, in the last branch at least, T
may say, without any d1~pm1vcmcnt to the speakers them-
selves, has been somewhat illustrated befor= you to-day. Be-
sides what thus belongs to the course of study, the buildings
which would answer for the University at a former period,
will not answer now. Then they were new, and werc proba-
Dly superior to those of any similar institution West of the
Allegheny Mountains. Thosenow occupied for dormitories,
and which were repaired last summer, promise to be in good
condition, equal to any, East or West, when they shall be com-
pleted. But the main edifice, erownitiz yonder beautifal ele-
vation, in which is the ehapel, with the library, the society
halls, the grammar schoo, and certain recization reoms,
dilapidated pile, presenting its broken panes to the howh.w
winds of autumn, its shattered roof to the drenching rains of
summer, and its doorless halls to the drifting snows of win-
ter; the butt and the jeer of all passers-by, fair zame for the
ruder boys, a grand old monumental pile for' preserving the

quaint architecture of a bygonc age, but repulsive to every
gentleman who brings his son to the University, and a stand-




ing reproach and a shame—T say it respectfully—to every one
who claims the University as his Alma Mater.

If we compare the University with many other institutions
in the country, several of which are younger than itself, we
find the contrast stillwider. On thishead I can speak from the
record, for T have been at the pains of collecting the catalogues
and codes of law of more than forty colleges and universities
in our country, and of examining with care the materials
which they furnish. To say nothing of the better presenta-
tion made in buildings—a feature of a public institution of any
kind which strongly strikes the popular mind—the courses of
study in colleges and universities, East and West, older and
younger, are far in advarice of what they were a few years ago
within themselves, while our University, as I have already
said, is not in this respect equal to what it formerly was. To
this statement, this qualification in our favor is due: While
our several chairs are ably filled, the chair of mathematics
covers even a more ‘extended course ihan that of any other
college in the West, and surpasses that of Yale and others at
the East. It is also true that the chair of natural science,
although embracing subjects which are distributed into sever-
al in some institutions, covers now much broader ground than
was ever hitherto occupied by this department in the Uni-
versity. It should also be added, as a subject to be set down
to the present year, and which, we trust, tiiay be continued in
the future, that a course of lectures on law has been inaugura-
ted. Some of the ablest men of the legal profession gave
their gratuitous services to the University, for which they de-
serve our warmest thanks. But after making all due allow-
ance for this advancement, it is still palpably true that in some.
réspects we are much behind other institutions. I do mot
specially refer to Harvard, and Yale, and Union; and Prince-
ton, and Amherst, and many others at the East, whieh have
gone steadily forward, undef their munificent and constantly in-
creasing endowments, keeping fully abreast with the progress
of science, literature, and the arts; but it should be specially
noted that in some of our Western States, are colleges much.
younger than our University, which stand far ahead of it in
the facilities furnished for a thorough education. In the State
of Michigan, for example, s State not even admitted into the
Union until Miami University had been in operatiow some
twelve years, stands a University at Ann Arbor, opened a few
years ago, now numbering over twelve hundred and fifty stu-
dents, with thirty-two professors, with a course of study
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which does credit to the times, and with tuition at a nowinal
price* Even our nearest Southern neighbor, so often made a
butt and a jest for its semi-loyalty, has a University located
upon the grounds of the sage of Ashland, which, through the

of the State Legi and the exertions of its
friends, has funds, as I learn from a letter of the Regent, to
the amount of “about seven hundred thousand dollars in en-
dowment and real estate,” supporting “ an agzregate corps of
more than twenty professors, and with about five hundred
students;” and yet the Kentucky University was opened only
two years ago this month. Our adjoining neighbor on the
West (Indiana) has a well equipped University at Blooming-
ton. The Legislature of that State, during the last year, paid
a debt of the University amounting to filteen thousand dollars,
and now makes for its support an annual appropriation of eight
thousand dollars, thus making its income nearly sixteen thos
and dollars, a larger revenue than that of any iustitution in
‘West, except that of the Michigan University. This is sufii-
cient to provide for a large corps of instructors, enables them
to maintain an extended course of study, and secures a larger
body of students, the present number being three hundred and
twenty-five.t I nced scarcely name the Virginia University

* A Professor in old Harvard (Dr. Hedge) speaks of the Michigan Universiy,
in an article on “University Reform,” in the Adeatic Monthly for September
last, as follows :  As an illustration of what may be done by public patronage,
when States are in carnest with their Universitics, and ass'rargely ecntrasting
the sluggish fortunes of our own Alma, look at the State University of Mich-
igan. Hereis an tion, but twenty-five years old, already numbering
thirty-two Professors, and over twelve bundred students, having public build-
ings equal in extent to thoss which two centuries have given to l‘nmbnd'm and
all the apparatus of a well-constituted, thoronghly farnished Unives
to which students flock from all parts of the land, and which ofers g
ands, free of expense, the best education this continent afurd. . . . It is the
only Seminary in the eountry whose liberal scope and cosmopalitan outlook
satisfy the idea of a great University. Compared with this, our other colleges
areall provincial ; and ualess the State of Maseachusetis shall sce £t to adopt

us, and to foster our interest with something of the zeal and liberality which
e Biataof Michigan bestowed on her academic masterpicee, iarvard can not
hope to compete with this precocious child of the West.” If the reity
of Michigan bears such a relation to Harvard, what must Miami be in the
comparison ?

tIn the last catalogus of the Indiana University, just
following : “The Legislature, at their last session, have, by an apy
cight thousand dollars per annum, greatly inereased th resourees '.( the Uni-
versity. Some new chairs will likely bo establisked, by the
24 their coming session, and the corps of instructs
“No taition is requirsd of any student
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founded by Jefferson, one of the very highest character, main-
taining twenty Professors, with a little short of five hundred
students, and with a course of study equal to that of any other,
having in its chair of moral philosophy oné of the ablest of
instructors, (McGuffey), who was oncean ornament of the Fac-
ulty of our own University. Passing to the States west and
north-west of us, we find that nearly every new State is
laying browd and deep the foundation of colleges and univers-
ities, based upon grants of the public domain, and by legisla-
tive appropriation from the respeetive State treasurics, which
in a short time will rival or excel their oldersisters of the East.
There is, indeed, scarcely a State in the Union, even the young-
est, which, by direct State patronage, is not better provided
with institutions for the higher departments of education thau
the State of Ohio; a State which claims to be the third in
wealth and population in the Union ; a State whose citizens are
intoxicated with the boast that she is the mother of nearly all
the great Generals of the army ; that she has the ablest delega-
tion in Congress ; that she furnishes the President of the Senate,
the Chief Justice and one other Justice of the supreme Court,
with the Attorney General and the ablest minister of the Cab-
inet in the Department of War. Surely, a State whose citizens
are never tired of making all this glory, and much more, their
daily song, should not be content to have it written that she
stands at the foot of the roll as the patron of higher education.
But such is the fact, be it said to her praise or her shame.

Passing Dy this slight digression, iu compliment to the State
if you please, is it not a little humiliating that Miami Univers-
ity, a “ State dnstitution,” should be obliged to hold the place
which the facts assign it in this comparison with other institu-
tions 7—not able to keep pace with the educational demands of
our age and country ; falling in the rear of institutions spring-
ing up on every hand about it; oblized to make obeisance to
its vigorous infantile sisters of the younger West; not equal
even to its former self in the qualifications noted ; standing in
the midst of a territory of unsurpassed beauty and wealth, and
yet taking no earnest step in advance in this day of wonderfal
Drogress in every department of literature, science and the arts,
in which colleges and universities are expected to take the
lead ?

As a natural result.of this comparison, both of the Univers-
ity with itself and with other institutions, the number of stu-
dents has not been equal to the number within its walls in
former days. This could not be expected, without reversing all
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the Jaws by which hmaan conduct is usually governed in like
cases. With the facilities furnished el:ewhere, and increasing
and expanding daily, forcibly contrasted with onr present co
dition, can you expect students to flock hither in great num-
bers? This University holds no such place as it once honor-
ably did in comparison with other institutions. This you have
just been told, in the earnest and eloquent address to which you
have listened, from one of the Board of Trustees. On what
ground, then, can you reasonably or honestly expect it to be
as well patronized in the future as it has been in the past, un-
less the measures which the Board has now under considera-
tion shall be adopted and vigorously ecarried out? Is it atall
surprising that Trustees, Alumni, and other friends of the
University, should send their sons and wards to the East, to the
West, to the North and to the South, rather than send them
here? Isnot this precisely the way men do the world over,in
trade, in in in every department of
business in active life—send their wares to the best market, and
make their investments where they can zet the best returns?
‘Who can blame them for acting, in the 1 matter of educa-
tion, on that principle which governs them, and which of right
should govern them, in all the other important concerns of life ?
It is not in me to complain, for I should do the same if stand-
ing in their place. College education is a matter which can be
attended to but once for a life-time. Who can be blamed for
striving to gain the best? Other institutiens, with better
equipments in libraries, cabinete, apparatus, buildings, and all
other appliances, with larger Faculties sud more cxtended
courses of study, leave us far in the rear.

The pictare I have drawn might trathfully be ceibellished
with darker shades, but T forbear. It is time to mqmwlulo
the causeof this state of things, and, if possible, devise a rem-
edy. The.cause is no mystery. s been declared in the
address to which we have Ju:t llstened. The words which ex-
press it spring to the lips of every one who at all ponders the
subject. J¢ 45 the want of money. With this want supplied,
the demand for building= and endowment can be met ; and there
need be o limit to improvement but in the amount of money
farnished. 1t is also true that this is the only want. Give me
the money—I ask nothing more—and I will build you a college
or university in any suitable place, with ample buildings, li-
Dbraries, apparatus, cabinets, with the ablest corps of instruct-
ors the times can furnish, and with students crowding all its
departments. Money will procure all this, and nothing clse
will. -




There is a point just here which deserves a passing notice.
Itis known that the German Universitics—the most numer-
ously attended, aud in some respects the most renowned in the
world—carry on their extensive operations without buildings,
except to a very limited extent, and that, as the Professors find
convenient lecture halis in all the cities where their universitics
are located, they langh at us.in this country for expending such
large sums in brick and mortar, whieh mizht otherwise be de-
voted to endowments. There are some persons to be met with
on this side of the Atlantic who sympathize wita this view.
But the proper answer to all this is, that we are not Germans,
but Americans; that our system of civilization, from founda-
tion to top-stone, and the phases of our social life, in many re-
spects, widely differ from the systems of Earope; that we can
notapply, even if desirable, in a new country like ours. all that
may be deemed wiseand best for the other nations of the world ;
that it is not ordinarily our policy, for the best of all reasons,
to have our colleges and universities in large cities; that the
exceptiuns to this are mostly cases where the inst tutions were
planted ia the ear’y settlement of the country, and where cities
have since grown up around them; that, from the policy of
locating our colleges elsewhere, the necessity has arisen to pro-
vide ample buildings; and that, beyond all this, we deem it
eminently proper—American, if you please, though not eon-
fined to us—that, to a certain extent, architecture, one of the
most noble of the arts, should stand forth as the well chosen
exponent, at our higher seats of learning, of literature, science,
the arts, and of all that is elevating and refining in forming the
character of the well educated gentleman. If thisisan Ameri-
can idea, we hail it with satis‘acti is, i
more reason for our departing
notion, than there is in our forsaking the plulosophy of com-
mon sense, so well d by Sir William Hamilton, and
adopting the jargon of these same German Umvemms, through
which certain very distinguished men attempt to evolve a phi-
losophy which neither the world nor thems:lves have cver been
ample to comprehend.

If, then, money is our great want, can it be procured ? and if
50, how? This is the vital question, and to it there is certainly
a negative and possibly a positive side. As to th negative
view, I assume at orice that Miami University will never re-
ceive a dollar from the State. That dream, in my judgment,
may as well be permitted to vanish. 1 may be entirely mis-
taken, but it is my f iction that you will get no part of
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the Agricultural Fund, nor a farthing fronr the State treasury.
The reasons for this opinion appear p]lp able. The discussions
in the Legislature during the past winter, as well as the dise
sions among other bodies of men in different parts of the
State—particularly, certain speeches of members of the Lower
House, one of whom was upcn a committee that once visited
these grounds to inquireinto the condition of the University
with reference to ing the Agricultural Fund—exhibit a
prejudice against the University, and present such a misconcep-
tion of the facts, that it is difficult to determine the motive by
which they were prompted. In any view, such utterances are
unpardonable in public men, in the exercise of their public
functions, concerning a public institation whose relations to
the State should make it their interest to protect rather than
defame ; and yet, after all, such emamations are but a reflection
ofa w]de-sprmd popular sentiment. Add to these things the
that political i are alw:
the Legislature when any favor of this kind is sought; that
members feel impelled to present the necessities of colleges in
their own districts or nei ; that all the
and respectable colleges of the State, whether justly or not,
claim an equal share of patronage with its two Universities;
that these Universities are in the southern portion of the State,
and ours is located in one corner of the State, and within
five miles of the Indiana line, while the preponderance
of population and political power is north of the old na-
tional road ; and then tell me, with these and other considera-
tions in mind which I need not name, if there is the le:
shadow of hope that Miami University will ever be aided by
State patronage from the State treasury. - Tam wellaware that
some members of the Board of Trustees differ with me in
opinion here, and I shall rejoice more than you all if my pre-
dictions prove incorrect. The pittance which is mow paid to
both Universities out of the Stafe treasury for the tuition 6f
those who served as minors in the Union armies during the
rebellion, should be admitted as an exception; but this is
scarcely worth mentioning, and in a year or two more will of
Tecessity cease from the cessation f this class of beneficiaries.

While the State is thus indisposed to grant any aid, its Leg-
islature ini former years has not been backward to take meas-
ures which have operated seriously to the detriment of its two
Universities in regard to the Several townships of land dona-
ted for their support by act of Congress. I am not entirely fa-
miliar with the details of the case, and shall not therefore




dwell upon them. It is well known, however, that at a former
period, th subject to a revaluation every fifteen
vears ; that a decision of the Supreme Court of the State, in fa-
vor of the Ohio University, in. which its interest in the lands
in question was involved, was overruled and nullified by an
act of the Legi e in 1843, depriving the University of the
power to revalue the lands, and making the lease rates per-
petual. Ftis also.known that the Trustees of that University,
prompted by a sense of the injustic of this legislation, had a
Dill introduced into the Legislature; last winter, “ to enable the
Ohio University to bring an action against the State, upon the
claim for damages caused by the legislation of 1843, hoping,
. that a better ion had arisen to

justice ; but the bill failed to pass cither House. In all import-
ant respects. touching at least the equity and justice of the case,
it is presumed that the claims of the two Universities upon the
State stand upon substantially, if not precisely, the same
ground. T have been assured by an officer of the Ohio Univers-
ity that the amount of revenue which that institution might
derive from its lands, if based npon their present value, would
exceed $20,000 per ammum. If that is a fair estimate, the reve-
nue which Miami University might receive, on the same basis,
would be much greater. In view of this, it may prove a some-
what difficult achievement in legislative casuistry—if there be
such a thing still extant—to show either the justice or sound
policy of the status in which this question was placed by the
law-makers of a former period. But I leave this feature of the
case, by referring to a conversation I had in January last, at
Columbus, with the Governor of the State—a gentleman not
more distinguished by his heroism in the field as a Major
General in the recent war, than for his pleasing manners, ac-

ion, and B of the af-
fairs of the State. He said, in substance, that the State had
been defrauded out of the advantages which the people might
otherwise have enjoyed in its two universities, by the singu-
lar course of its Legislature in former years, and that could
a suit in any part be properly brought in the Supreme
Court of the United States, that legislation could be set
aside. Governor Cox further said, that, as some slight remu-
neration for the injustice hitherto dome, he thought the Leg-
islature should give to each of the Universities a portion of the
Agricultural Fund; but, he added, that he had no hope this

would be done.
Dismissing, then, all prospect of aid from this source, where




next shall we look for money? If the State will not come to
our aid, may we turn confidently to the Church? T need not
here detail the propositions made one year ago by the Board
of Trustees to several ecclesiastical bodies of the State. Suffice
it to say that these propositions embodied an offer for them
to endow chairs in the University, these bodies to hold the
funds, through boards of trust of their cwn sclection, and pay
over the interest to the University Board, annually, and con-
tinue this support as long as they might deem proper, giving
twelve month’s notice of withdrawal. These propositions
were adopted at the same meeting at which the Presidenzy of
the University was offered me. Finding them thus extant, T
deemed it my duty to lay them before the organizations con-
templated. Three different religions bodies accepted these
Ppropositions, on certain conditions which the Board afterward
ratified, resolving to endow four additional chairs. -So far
the prospect seemed fair. But the world too well knows that.
between passing resolutions, even with great cordiality, and
raising the money promised by them, there is a wide difference.
This action was taken in October last, and although T have had
frequent interviews with leading men in these several bodies,
and have visited many of the principal towns of the State
‘where their most numerous and wealthy congregations are lo-
cated, for the express purpose of encouraging and aiding in this
work, nothing has been done sufficient to give assurance that
this plan will succeed. Tnlooking at this result. while the State
treats the University as some unnatural mothers treat a Je-
formed step-child, T can not justly say that the Church treats it
as an alien. On the contrary, much cordiality has been shown,
and many good wishes have been expressed, favorable to the
Pproject; but the churches, as such, have their own congreza-
tional and denominational enterprises on hand. which always
claim their first attention—building church edifices, sustaining
pastors, ishil demies, endowing t ical semi-
naries, besides ining all their y i t
ters which make a constant drain upon them for money. I am
therefore convinced, from a survey of the whole ground, that
this proposition to the churches will prove practically unavail-
ing; at least, that it cannot be realized, if ever, for many years
to come. As an illustration of the poor success attending an
attempt to raise money for educational purposes, the Board of
Trustees of a Preshyterian Théological Seminary at Chicago,
had several agents employed during the last year to increase
their endowment. Their field of operations embraced the




26

churches in the western half of Ohio, and in the States of In-
diana, Tllinois, and all the States of the North-west ;and yet the
whole amount received, in money, notes, and other obligations,
was less than twenty thousand dollars.

What, then, is the next resort? I confess to you that T see
110 hope on which to rest with confidence that the University
can obtain the money needed to enable it to compete with
other institutions, go forward, and command for the future
even a living patronage, unless its numerous alumni, and other
friends, furnish it, and that, too, to a very large amount. You
will agree with me that, for these purposes, at least one hun-
dred thousand dollars are requisite. Can that amount be ob-
tained? You can answer this question as well as T can. I
gladly acknowledge that the measures initiated by the Board,
at its present meeting, give more encouragement than any plans
which have hitherto been adopted. If they are prosecuted
with energy a brighter day is before us. There aretwo classes
to which these measures strongly sppeal. One is, the citizens
of Oxford and of Oxford Township. They have already been
appealed to by the member of the Board wio has just ad-
dressed you, and T second most feartily all he has aid. This
town owes its existence and all ifs prosperity, first to the loca-
tion of the University here, and then to the hitherto flourish-
ing condition of this and the other institutions of learning
which have been here founded. The citizens of Oxford ought
therefore to contribute liberally to the present wants of the
University. If they do this, its greater prosperity will enhance
their wealth. If the relation of their landed estates to the
University gives them manifest advantages in exemption from
4 higher rate of taxation, and if this exemption is to be per-
petual under present legislation, then as a matter of simple jus-
tice they should aid the friends of the University toincrease its
funds. Tt may be well to say, that it has often been mentioned
—T have hesrd it spoken of in the Board—that unless there is
‘manifested a disposition to respond to the present call, it might
be well to make the offer of a new location for the University,
to Dayton, to Springfield, to Xenia, to Lebanon, or some other
town in the valley of the great Miami River. This deserves se-
rious consideration by all who feel a special interest in the
prosperity of Oxford. The other class to whom this appeal is
made is the Alumni of the University. They are a numerous
body of noble, energetic men. Many of them, we know, have
wealth. All of them can aid. Wil they second the Board in
its present plans, for the honor of their Alma Mater, and the
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cause of sound learning and science, and make Miami Univers-
ity what it onght to be, and what it may be, by their well-di-
rected efforts—the Yale of the West?

What is the inevitable alternative? With only the present
income from a township of lands, with the buildings in their
present condition, and with the certainty, under these circum-
stances, of a diminished number of students, the University
may continue its present life, maintain a small Faculty, and do
a small work. But the time has gone forever when it can do
even what it has hitherto done, for the reasons already given,
without greatly enlarged facilities in every respect. For one,
I would close these halls for twenty years, and allow the funds
to accumulate, sooner than make no effort to put the Univers-
ity upon a level with other institutions, and make it equal to
the demands of the times. These grounds, unsurpassed in ex-
tent and natural beauty in our country, represent what the
University should be in all its appliances. Isee sons of Yale
here to-d:y. The corporation of Yale would give halfa mill-
jon of dollars for this campus of sixty acres, covered with this
nutural forest, if it could be set down in the city of New Ha-
ven. Baut the University needs more substantial aliment for its
vigorous life, growth and expansion, than that derived from
inhaling this healthful sir, sitting beneath these spreading
shades and being fanned by these reireshing breezes. These
stately trees, these gently rolling grounds, of which all the sons
of Miami are so proud, are all the more beautiful for hs
‘been, for nearly fifty years, the silent witnesses of the bestowal
of honors upon class after cluss, as they have stood here to pro-
nounce their “farewells” to their beloved Alma Mater, and
then have gone forth-to receive hizher honors from their coun-
try, in its halls of lezisiation, in the Cabinet, amid scenes of
war, and as the heralds of the Gospel of Peace. The memories,
t09, which are ealled up at the thou zht of the men of learning
and scholarship wlio have suce
nual festivals, as Bishop aad McMaster—I name only the dead
—and their faithiul as; te: me of whom now occupy
chairs of instruction, countribute siill more to deepen the re
luctance with which I have spoken of our condition. But it is
patent to the world. Why thien not, as honest men, look the
facts fairly in the aad eadeavor to do our whole daty in
view of them ? &

N

And now, gaardins and friénds of Miami Univer
leave the case in your hands. Ilhave endeavored to d.
aa unpleasant but what I rezard as an imper:




present condition of the University is not such as to cause its
friends to despair, but rather to mourn. Shall it nerve them
toaction? The Board are now maturing plans which give en-
couragement. Shall they meet a liberal response from a gener-
ous people? It demands notonly wisdom to plan, but the
bolduess, the energy, the courage, the confidence, to cxecute,
which are always essential to insure success.
1t is possible that mang of you, personally, may have a larger
stake in the determination of the issues here presented than I
can have. When written to by one of the Board, just before
my election one year ago, to kuow my views upon accepting
the Presidency of the University if offered me, I stated that I
should be governed very much by the determination of the
friends of the University to place it upon & higher plane of en-
largement and usefulness than it had hitherto oceupied; and
when assured from the same source that measures for this would
be adopted, I based my aceeptance, in response to the commit-
tee, informing me that my election was unanimous, upon the
confidence I then eutertained and expressed, that measures to
secure that end would be successfully carried out. That
which thus formed an clement in my willingness to accept
enters into my willingness to continue. The post I oceupy is
no sinecure. Its cares and anxieties you little know. I am
willing to stay in it while I can be useful, provided the course
of the University is to be onward and upward; otherwise, I
shall be much more than willing to leave it, and will do so at
any time when it shall be the pleasure of these who called me
to its responsibilities. It possibly may not be inde!
to say, what however you all kuow, that Miami University
furnishes no house for its President; a fact without a parallel
in any other respectable colleze in the country. Of this it does
not become me to complaie, but it is a fact whick contributes
neither to its honor nor its usefuln 1 am aware that the
lives of some men must be spent in laying foundations, npon
which those who come after them may build. If it is to bemy
16t to assist you in any part of thi
on these foundations, laid ago,
or to lay ether [olmdltlons and luuld elsewhere—I am
I’endv, and shall give all m. f head and heart and
the work. But, I lleseecll you. let us strike boldly and
prnlnplly on some plan—that of the Board is now in the right
direction—which shall put the T “’Pli!(\‘ in a position 1o com-
mand, mere , the nd of the
public, and ot leave if to drag out a hlelesscoune. areproach
to the great State of Ohio, and to the times in which we live;
or let us abaudon it, and write “Ichabod * upon its crumbling
walls.




PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD. .

At the annual meeting of the Board in June, 1867, it was re-
solved to put the University Buildings in complete repair, and
erect additional buildings, as the wants of the University might

require and the funds would wamant. For this purpose,
measures were inangurated to raise, immediately, Fifty Thous-
and Dollars. A liberal subscription to this fand was opened
among the members of the Board ; and it was proposed to the
citizens of Oxford, including the village and township, that
they should raise one-fourth of this amount, and in that case
the Board would secure the remainder; and furthermore, that
the Board would raise, outside of Oxford Township, three dol-
Jars for every dollar which the citizens would raise within it,
to any amount beyond their proportion of the Fifty Thousand
Dollars now contemplated.

These propositions are remarkably liberal, The citizens of
Oxford and the country immediately surronnding the Univers-
ity, are more interested in the success of these measures, both
in an educational and pecuniary point of view, than those of
any other part of thie country. The Trustees have no more direct
personal interest in their success than any other equal number
of citizens in like circumstances. But oue of their number
lives in Oxford ; only three others livein Butler County ; while
the remaining fourteen are residents of other counties of the
State. If they give liberally of their time and money, without
remuneration, for the sake of advancing the cause of education
by the enlargement and improvement of the University, is it

not to suppo is 5t not a plain duty—that the peo-
pleof Oxford, who are to reap all the advantage, and that too
a Jarge and ever-increasing advantage, should promptly re-
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spond to these proposals and insure their success? They have
never yet given a dollar to the University, because they have
never heretofore been called upon. Now is the time to make
an investment in its behalf by a liberal contribution to its
funds, which will return a better interest in money than any
other equal outlay, and bring social, literary and moral advan-
tages beyond any adequate estimation. The Trustees dis-
tinetly say, that unless the citizens of Oxford contribute the
proportion specified, they can not raise the money. Itis in
vain to appeal elsewhere until their quota is secured. This
may then be regarded as the indispensable condition. I the
present plan should fail, they will feel compelled to entertain
the question which has already been canvassed, whether their
duty as guardians of the University, would not require them
to seek another location.

It has always been the policy of the Board to preserve the
University free from debt. Many of our colleges are groaning
under a heavy debt. Miami University is free from this bur-
den. The Board expended, during the past year, some nine
thousand dollars in improving the buildings. Much more is
required for this purpose. If the present plan should succeed,
it is their purpose to add one or two Professorships to the pres-
ent course. The Law Leetures, whicl were introduced last
year, will be continued.

'All 'who foel an interest in the University—its Alumni and
other friends throughout the country, as well as citizens at
home—may thus see see how much is depending upon the
success of these measures; how beneficial, in every point of
view, if successful, and how disastrous their failure.
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