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A F F A I R S  IN W A S H I N G T O N .

T h e  season of w ant am ong the colored people in th is city is now 
past. Men, able to  work, can now find em ploym ent a t good 
wages. T here are, however, m any wom en and children, as well 
as aged and infirm  persons, who still need assistance. These, it is 
hoped, can be supplied from the  same channel which in m onths 
past conveyed so full a tide of C hristian charity  and  liberality.

T he teachers have been able to  a ttend  punctually  to th e ir duties 
du ring  the w inter, and now, after a short vacation, re tu rn  to their 
worl£ w ith fresh courage and interest. R einforced by the  arrival 
o f Miss Helen Johnston , of Ohio, lately appointed by the B oard 
they  are able in some m easure to  grade the  school, thus insuring  
g rea ter efficiency.

V ery  m any of the  colored people have been provided em ploy­
m ent in  various parts of the  country  — am ong them  a num ber 
who had been connected with our M ission— b ut th e ir places have 
been m ore than  supplied, so th a t the attendance upon our services 
has been constantly  increasing ra th e r th an  dim inishing. T he 
w ork  set before us here is strictly  m issionary w ork. T he people 
are poor, igno ran t and degraded. I t  is not their fault th a t they 
are so. A  fair proportion of these people have in them  all the 
elem ents necessary to insure success in  w hatever thev  m ay 
undertake. T here are the  usual proportion of gifted persons 
am ong them , who would long ago have risen to distinction bu t for 
the  chains w ith which th ey  were bound. I t  is w ith astonishm ent 
and delight th a t we m ark  the progress m ade by some of this class. 
B ut, when we speak of progress, let no one fail to reflect, th a t the 
starting  po in t is far back. "When we say the therm om eter has 
risen twenty degrees, i t  m ay be well to consider th a t the starting  
po in t was nonzero, b u t perhaps th irty  degrees below it. T here is 
a  peculiar satisfaction —  a presen t and precious rew ard —  to those 
who in  any way are enabled to extend aid and  encouragem ent to 
these poor people in their first endeavors to rise from the estate of 
ignorance, poverty and degradation in  which they have so long 
been held. s
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plete. Besides the priest Kuggieri Postiglione, two other priests, a monk, and 
more than two hundred persons are already incarcerated, and fresh arrests are 
being constantly made.

These furious votaries o f Rom e appear to  have forgotten th a t 
th e  tim es had changed. T he G overnm ent n e ith e r w ill nor dare 
allow such a m assacre to  pass unavenged.
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ADDRESS TO THE TOTING CITIZENS OP THE UNITED STATES,

AND TO ALL THOUGHTFUL PERSONS WHO LOVE THEIR COUNTRY.

T h e  following m em orial to  Congress has been carefully  p repar­
ed, and is com m ended to your serious consideration. R ead it, and 
read w hat follows it.

To the Honorable the Senate and House o f  Representatives in Congress 
assembled:

We, citizens of the United States, respectfully ask your honorable bodies to 
adopt measures for amending the Constitution of the United States, so as to 
read in substance as follows :

We, the people of the United States, [humbly acknowledging Almighty 
God as the source of all authority and power in civil government, the Lord 
.Tesus Christ as the Ruler among the nations, and His revealed will as of su­
preme authority, in order to constitute a Christian government, and] in order 
to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, 
provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, [and secure the 
inalienable rights and blessings of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 
to ourselves, our posterity, and all the inhabitants of the land,]— Do ordain 
and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.

And we further ask that such changes be introduced into the body of the 
Constitution, as may be necessary, to give effect to these amendments in the 
preambled

T he clauses and words w ith in  the brackets are the  am endm ents 
to the  C onstitu tion which are asked for.

Iu  m aking up your judgm en t upon theise proposed am endm ents, 
c o n s id e r , th a t the C onstitution of the U nited  S tates is our charter 
as a nation. I t  contains all the forms under w hich our national 
life shall appear, all the  powers w hich our national governm ent 
m ay ever ext^cise. I f  th is C onstitution be sound, we may expect 
our national life to be healthful and vigorous. I f  any th ing  goes 
w rong w ith the  nation, i t  m ay fairly be asked w hether som ething 
be not w rong in the  C onstitution.

C o n s id e r , th a t the C onstitution is as the  people m ake it. I ts  
wisdom is th e ir wisdom. I ts  goodness is their goodness. I t  is 
th e ir creature and m outhpiece and im age. W h atev er describes it 
describes the people th a t m ade it, and th a t live under it  con ten t­
edly. They are responsible for all its contents and all its character.

C o n s i d e r ,, th a t Civil Society and G overnm ent is no t m an ’s in ­
vention, any m ore than  the  F am ily  is. B oth are natura l, both  are



necessary, and both  are the appoin tm ents o f H im  who m ade man. 
T he state is G od’s ordinance.* The people m ay choose w hat sort 
of a state they will have. A n d  it is in this sense and to th is extent 
tru e  that, as our D eclaration of Independence has it, “ G overn­
m ents derive th e ir ju s t pow ers from the consent of the governed.” 
B u t some sort of a state, some sort of a general agency to  m ake, 
to  apply, and to enforce laws of order, righ t, and  peace, men m ust 
have. A  nation is a k ind  of public person, w hich God has crea­
ted  as really  as he has created private persons; and governm ent 
has God appointed to be thf.t public agency for the honor and wel­
fare of the nation. So the  B ible teaches us. “ T here  is no power 
(governm ent) bu t of God. T he powers th a t be are ordained of 
G od .” I t  is the will o f God, 110 less than  the  in terest of man, th a t 
governm ent be h$>nored and obeyed. “ W hoso resisteth  the power 
resisteth  the ordinance of God, and they  th a t resist shall receive 
to  them selves dam nation”— th a t is, condem nation and punishm ent. 
God will see to it th a t bad citizenship, th a t treason and rebellion 
shall be requited  as they  deserve.

B u t if  Civil G overnm ent be G od’s ordinance and creature should 
n o t G overnm ent acknow ledge God?  I f  God upholds G overn­
m ent, should no t G overnm ent confess its dependence upon G od? 
B oth  these th ings are plainly ju s t and  righ t. Both should be done 
by every state and nation. T he governm ent th a t neglects or re­
fuses to  do these th ings does God a g rea t w rong and dishonor, 
and shows itse lf to be both ungrateful, rebellious and proud.

Now the place w'here our nation  should m ake these acknow l­
edgm ents, aud the  only place w here we can adequately do it, is in 
the  P ream ble  and the  body of the  C onstitution. A n d  this is w hat 
the  foregoing m em orial asks should be done. A n d  since the Con­
stitu tion  is as the  people m ake it, since the people are represented 
in  th e  C onstitu tion and are responsible for it, if  the people refuse 
these am endm ents they incu r g rea t public guilt.

C o n s i d e r , th a t a t the beginning  of our national history God was 
form ally acknow ledged. T he charters of all the  colonies acknow l­
edged him . T he A rticles o f the  old C onfederation acknow ledged 
him . A ll the  earliest C onstitu tions of the S tates acknow ledged 
him . B u t w hen the  p resen t C onstitu tion  of the  U nited  States 
came to be form ed the acknow ledgm ent was om itted. T he w retch­
ed infidelity of F ran ce  was then abroad on all the  air of the w orld; 
every th ing  was m ore or less infected wTith  i t ;  and our statesm en 
m istook its teachings for the voice of true  philosophy and  real 
progress. In  th e ir reaction against state churches, state creeds, 
and priestcraft, they  w ent to  the  dangerous extrem e of ignoring 
God.

T he am endm ent w hich is now proposed is no new th ing. I f  it
* This is the reason th a t patriotism  and all good citizenship is a pa rt of religion. 

I t  is a  duty to God as well as to ourselves, our neighbors and our children. And this 
is the reason why war may be law fully undertaken on behalf of one’s country. 
a w ar is as righteous as it is necessary. See Nehemiah 4, 14: “ Remember the korcl 
•which is g reat and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your daugh­
ters, your wives, and your houses.”
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should be made, it will only be the adopting  again  o f vvhat was 
one o f our earliest and most becom ing national characteristics.

C o n s id e r , th a t God is not once nam ed in  our N ational C onstitu ­
tion. T here is no thing in it which requires au  “  oath o f G od,” a3 
the B ible styles it (which, after all, is the g reat bond both of loy­
alty in  the citizen and of fidelity in the m ag is tra te ); no th ing  
w hich requires the observance of the day of rest and o f worship, 
or which respects its sanctity. I f  we do not have the  m ails carried 
and the post offices open on the Sabbath, it  is because we happen 
to have a Postm aster-G eneral who respects the  day. I f  our Su­
prem e Courts are not held, aud if Congress does not sit on th a t day, 
it is custom  and not law th a t m akes it so. N o th ing  in  the  Con­
stitution gives Sunday quiet to the Custom  H ouse, th e  N avy Y ard , 
the B arracks, or any of the D epartm ents of G overnm ent. T he 
only allusion which it m akes to the Sabbath  is a single provision 
leaving it out of the count of the ten days w hich the  P resid en t 
m ay have for the consideration of a B i l l ; b u t th a t is no t because 
the day is sacred, b u t because the P residen t m ay happen to be a 
Christian and m ay wish to keep the Sabbath. So also the  prayers , 
in our Houses of Congress and  the  appoin tm ent of days for na­
tional hum iliation or thanksg iv ing  are m erely religious custom s, 
w arranted by the religious sentim ents of the  people, b u t n o t by 
the letter of the C onstitution. H ow  soon and how sadly m ight 
all this be chauged were an infidel adm inistration  to  ride  into 
p o w e r!

B u t besides the C onstitution, we have treaties w ith  foreign na­
tions in which our religious position is defined, and w hich are to  
be held as of the same dignity  and b inding force as the  C onstitu­
tion itself. In  one of these, w hich was m ade by our G overnm ent 
w ith Tripoli as early as 1797, it is solem nly declared th a t “ the 
G overnm ent of the U nited  States is not i n  a n y  s e n s e  founded on 
the C hristian relig ion .” I f  we were no t the  m ost thoroughly  
Christian people in the ■world, and if ours were no t a strictly  popu­
lar governm ent, we should long since have been dem oralized and  
ruined by such principles as these.

C o n s id e r  th a t the A m endm ents proposed are true, rig h t and 
proper in them selves considered.

A lm ighty God is ih e  source of all au tho rity  and pow er in  civil 
governm ent— is he not? I f  not, W h o  i s ?

The Lord Jesus Christ (aside from all questions as to  his divin- 
its, his hum anity, or his mission on earth) is the  E u le r  am ong the  
nations—is he not? I f  not, W h o i s ?

T he revealed will of God is of suprem e au tho rity—is it not ? If  
not, W i ia t  i s  o f  h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y ?

T he governm ent of the U nited  States, a C hristian  people,* 
should be a C hristian governm ent— should it no t ?

* A Christian people. They show it by their general demand and respect for the 
institutions of Christianity. They have of their own means provided a  church and a 
m inister of religion for every 1000 of the population on an average. Consult the 
returns of the last census.
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T he blessings o f such a governm ent should be secured to  all the 
in h ab itan ts  of the  land, b lack  as well as w hite— should they  no t?

T h in k  calm ly, wisely, ju stly , and your answ er to  each of these 
questions can only  be A y e .

C o n s id e r , th a t  th ey  fairly express the  m ind  of the  g reat body 
o f the A m erican  people. T his is a C hristian  people. These 
A m endm ents agree w ith  the  faith, th e  feelings and the  forms of 
every C hristian church or sect. The Catholic and  th e  P ro testan t, 
th e  IJn ita riau  and the  T rin ita rian  profess and approve all th a t is 
here proposed. W hy should th e ir  w ishes no t become a law ? 
W h y  should no t th e  C onstitu tion  be m ade to  suit and to  represent 
a constituency so overw helm ing in  the  m ajority  ? A n d  le t two 
th ings m ore be tak en  in to  account. 1st. T h a t no m anner of in ­
ju stice  is done to the  sm all m inority  whose views are opposed to 
these A m endm ents. N o religious te s t is to be set up. N o estab­
lishm en t o f any church  is to  be attem pted . No lessening o f the 
privileges or th e  im m unities o f A m erican  citizenship is contem ­
plated. A n d  2d. T his g reat m ajority  is becom ing daily more 
conscious, n o t only of th e ir righ ts  b u t of th e ir power. T heir 
num b er grow s and  th e ir colum n beconjes m ore solid. T hey  have 
quietly, steadily opposed infidelity u n til i t  has a t least become 
politically  unpopular. T hey  have asserted the  righ ts of m an and 
th e  righ ts  of the G overnm ent u n til the  na tion ’s faith  has become 
m easurably  fixed and  declared on these points. A n d  now th a t 
the  close of the  w ar gives us occasion to am end our C onstitution 
th a t it m ay clearly and  fully represen t the m ind  of the  people on 
these points, th ey  feel th a t i t  should also be so am ended as to 
recognize the rights o f God in man and in government. Is  i t  any­
th in g  b u t due to  th e ir  long  patience th a t they be at leng th  allowed 
to  speak ou t the  great facts and ■principles which give to all government 
its dignity, stability and‘ beneficence ? A n d  is i t  any th ing  b u t the 
m erest p ropriety , th e  sim plest and cheapest g ra titude, to acknow l­
edge th a t g rea t G od who has b rough t us so w ondrously thri.ugh 
th e  w ar?  H e is the  au th o r o f o u t  generalship, our statem anship, 
and all th a t pure and  holy purpose th a t m arked  “ the uprising  of 
a g rea t people.” O ur soldiers confessed his presence on the 
batttle-field. O ur Senate bowed before his inscrutable wisdom 
and his gracious sovereignty. O ur P residen t $nd  all our people 
in  th e ir distress called for his aid, and in th e ir thanksgiv ings d e ­
clared “ H e h a th  no t dealt so w ith  any nation .” L e t the  C onsti­
tu tion  say forever w ith equal earnestness, tru th  and  sincerity, w hat 
we have all been saying during  th e  war.

M uch m ore m ig h t be said, b u t these considerations m ay suffice 
to  show th a t the am endm ents to our national C onstitu tion  proposed 
in  the foregoing m em orial are righ t, are tim ely  and  becoming. 
A n  association has been formed for the  purpose o f b ring ing  them  
before the  people and in  due tim e securing th e ir adoption. Men 
o f h igh  standing , in e v e r y  w alk of life, of every section of the 
couutry , and  of every shade of political sentim ent and religious 
belief, have concurred in the  m easure.
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Address to ike Voting Citizens of ihe United States.

W i l l  y o u  co-o p e r a t e ? _ ..
Observe, you are not com m itted to any precise w ords 01 am end­

m ent by subscribing to this m em orial. Y ou only ask  th a t in  
s t a n c e  the Constitution be so am ended. T he words m ay be lett 
to the wisdom of a com m ittee of Congress. W ill you co-operate 
in b ring ing  about any such am endm ent—th a t is, any am endm ent 
w hich recognizes God and w hich in tim ates th a t our G overnm ent 
is as m uch C hristian as our people are ?

J o h n  A l e x a n d e r , Corresponding Secretary of the  N ational A s­
sociation, No. 1935 A rch S treet, Ph iladelphia , will furnish you 
copies of th is address and other docum ents bearing  on th is m eas­
ure. C irculate such docum ents am ong y o ar neighbors^ and ac­
quaintances. A tten d  conventions which m ay be held for discussing 
the subject. Jo in  in  form ing auxiliary associations in your county 
or d is tr ic t ; sign the memorial o f that association, or any th a t is near 
you, th a t in  due tim e it m ay be forw arded to  Congress th rough  
your Representative.

F rom  num erous expressions of approval and  sym pathy, we 
select the fo llow ing :

From Hon. W m . S t r o n g , o f the Supreme Court o f Pennsylvania.
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  April 3, 1866.

J o h n  A l e x a n d e r , Esq.— Dear S ir :— I  have read  the address of your Association 
“ to the voting citizens of the United States, and to all thoughtful persons who love 

- their country," and I entirely concur w ith the views presented in it. "1 he views are 
w orthy of the attention o f all our people, and they are presented in such a m anner a 3 
to commend them to the considerate reflection of every one.

I  a m  v e r y  r e s p e c t f u l ly ,  W . S t r o n g .

From the R t. Rev. C. P. M ’I l v a in e , Bishop o f the Diocese o f Oho.
C in c i n n a t i , March 7th, 1866.

R e v . T. P. S t e v e n s o n — Dear S ir:  — I  am very ready to  say, th a t I consider the 
Constitution as defective to a most im portant degree, in having no acknowledgment 
of God, of Christ, or of .the Scriptures, in some such way as the language proposed to 
be inserted, contains. W hether any movement to obtain the insertion of what ought 
to be there, can succeed, is a question. T hat it. ought to succeed, and th a t the effort 
should be made, I am well convinced. I f  it fail, those who try, will thus far have 
done their duty, and as citizens, will have held up their testim ony before the 
nation. Therefore, while I do not commit myself to the precise form of words con­
tained in the appeal, understanding th a t it is intended only to suggest the substance 
of w hat should be enacted, I  wish to be considered as uniting in the movement.

Yours very tru ly , C h a s . P. M ’I l v a i n e ,
Bishop Prot. Epis. Church, Diocese o f Ohio.

From Rev. J .  T. P r e s s l y , D. D., U. P . Theological Seminary, Allegheny, Pa.
A l l e g u k n y , March 12th, 1866.

Dear S ir :— The Faculty of our Institu tion  m ost cordially sympathize with this 
movement, and shall be happy to do w hat we can in our appropriate place to secure 
its success. Witli great regard, your friend, J o h n  T. P r e s s l y .

R e v .  T. P . S t e v e n s o n .

From Hon. B . G r a t z  B r o w n , U. S. Senator from  Missouri.
S t. L o c is , November 19, 1864.

**** Let me say th a t I will gladly help on God’s w ork in the purifying and exalting 
this nation, and inscribing His Word as its Supreme Law, in any and all ways, and 
in any end all places. I believe, unless we become in very tru th  a Christian nation, all 
other nationality  will be ephemeral and delusive. I believe, furtherm ore, th a t the 
world and especially the western world, is awakening from its age of unbelief or sp irit­
ual langour, and th a t we are coming upon periods of active faith, when men will again 
seize upon, and live or die by religious conviction as in days of old. L et us then  by 
all means, help forward th a t expression, which shall inscribe as the banner of our 
people, The Banner of the Lord. Yours truly, B . G r a t z  B r o w n .
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From the Faculties o f the Princeton Theological Seminary and the College o f New Jeney.
We cordially approve of the object of the foregoing memorial, and desire to do all 

th a t we lawfully can to promote it.
Charles Hodge, Lymon H. Atw ateb , J o e s  T. Du ffiel d , 
A lex . T. M’G il l , H enry  C. C ameron, Jos. C. M offat,
W m. H. G r ee n , I. H . M 'Ilyajne, C. W ister  Hodge.

We add our cordial concurrence.
M. W. J acobus, D. E lliott ,
S. G. W ilson , A. A. H odge,

Professors in the  W estern Theological Seminary, Allegheny, Pa.
From Rev. S amcel R oosevelt J ohnson , D. 1)., Profexror in General Theological Seminary

( Prot. E p.) New York.
B urlington , N ew  J ersey , April 2d, 1866.

Dear S ir :—I am desirous to see the recognition of the belief in God, of the belief 
in Christian faith, in the Constitution, and wherever it can suitably be introduced. I 
have flattered myself, with Bishop M’llvaine’s view, th a t our g reat nation does substan­
tia lly  and largely declare itself a Christian nation ; and also th a t God does not look so 
much a t paper documents, as he does a t the very Christianity  which pervades the peo­
ple. Still, we have been pointed a t by m any as being not committed to any religion 
whatsoever. I am one who would gladly relieve enemies of an ungracious opportunity, 
and friends of an oppressive and anxious thought.

L ver m ost tru ly  an d  resp ec tfu lly , Samuel R oosevelt J ohnson.
From Rev. H en ry  S m ith , D. D , Lane Theological Seminary, Cincinnati, Ohio.

C incinnati, 0 ., January  29th, 1866.
J ohn A lex a nd er , E sq .—Dear S ir :— I have no hesitation in saying, that I  regard 

the object had in view, by the “ National Association for the Am endment of the Con­
stitu tion  of the United States,” exceedingly im portan t; and the measures proposed, to 
secure the object, are in my judgm ent both wise and timely. I  shall be glad to co-op- 
erate in any way in my power, in securing the end proposed.

I am  very  tru ly  y ours, H enry  S m ith .
From Rev. F rancis V inton , D. D., Rector o f Trinity Church, New York.

\ T r in i t y  C h u rc h , N ew  Y o rk ,
Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, January  25th, 1866.

R kv. T P . S tevenson , P h il a d e lph ia — ily  Dear S ir :—It gives me satisfaction to 
know of the movement to procure an Amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States, which shall acknowledge God and our Lord Jesus Christ.

If such a fundam ental recognition of HIM should be made by the people of this 
Country, it would be the token of His Presence, both now and always. I t  is gratify­
ing to observe the pious acknowledgment of G od on *he public coins. Let the same 
acknowledgm ent find pUce in our Constitution, and we shall become, in principle, a 
Christian Nation. Yours faithfully, F rancis V inton ,
From Rev. H. L. Bau g h er , D. D., Pres oj Pennsylvania College {Lutheran) Gettysburg, Pa.

P ennsylvania College, March 8th, 1866.
**** I t  is strange th a t  the recognition of God the Father Almighty, and Jesus 

Christ as the Ruler of the universe in this dispensation of mercy, should have been 
so long overlooked and neglected in the fundam ental article of our government.

I rejoice in th is movement, and feel th a t we cannot be safe as a  nation, until the 
name of our God and Saviour is pu t into our Constitution, and recognized always and 
every where as the source of our power. B ight gladly will I co-operate in this work, 
and hope and pray th a t it may meet with complete and abundant success.

Yours respectfully, H. L. B augher .
We cordially concur in the general views expressed by President Baugher,

M. L. Stoever , E. A. M uh lenberg ,
A lfred  M. Mayer , M. J acobs.

Professors in in Pennsylvania College.

Offic er s  of th e  A ssociation .—President—Rev. D. C. Eddy, D. D., Boston, Mass. 
Vice President—Hon. Jam e- Pollock, Philadelphia, Pa. Recording Secretary—Rev. 
J . G. Butler, D. D., W est Philadelphia. Pa. Corresponding Secretary—John Alexan­
der, Esq., 1935 Arch Street. Philadelphia. T reasurer—Samuel Agnew, Esq., 1126 
Arch Street, Philadelphia. Executive Committee—Rev. J .  Edwards, D. D., 1737 Fil­
bert Street, Philadelphia; Rev. J. H. A. Bomberger, D. D.; Wm. Getty, Esq.; Thomas 
W atson, Esq.; C. Heiskell, Esq. Committee on Correspondence—Rev. T. P. Stevenson, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Rev. W. W. Spear, D. D.; Rev. Prof. Steele.
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T his address has been on hand for some tim e, and would have 
been published bu t for the conviction th a t its effect m igh t be in ­
ju rious. W e insert i t  now, however, w ith  some rem arks appended.

W e dislike th e  expression “ voting citizens ” in  the  heading. 
I t  suggests voting as the  chief m eans tor carry ing on the  proposed 
re fo rm ; certain ly  not a very safe suggestion to  p u t before our 
people at the  presen t tim e. Besides, in  the  following sentence, 
th e  phrase in brackets is a dead fly in  the  ointm ent. “ T he L ord 
Jesu s  C hrist (aside from all questions as to  his divinity , his h u ­
m anity, or his mission on earth) is the E u le r am ong the  nations.” 
W e do not wish any im aginary being  not divine, declared to  be 
the  k in g  of this nation.

M oreover, the argum ent beginning  w ith  the th ird  C o n s i d e r , is 
objectionable. I t  is founded on the false assum ption th a t the  
G overnm ent as now constituted is the  ordinance of God. T his 
is directly  in the face o f our Testim ony. T he w ant of the  p ro ­
posed acknow ledgm ents is fatal to  the  claim  of the G overnm ent to 
th a t high distinction. I t  is to give it divine ordination and au­
thority  th a t we urge the am endm ents.

T he plane of th is m ovem ent is too low. C ovenanters cannot 
co-operate on it w ithout leaving their h igh  vantage ground. W e 
are glad to see such strong “ expressions of approval and sym ­
pathy  ” as are appended, and only u tte r  our w onder th a t these 
friends of thecause have been so long silent on the subject.

T . S.

C H R I S T I A N S  R E S P O N S I B L E  F OR  F A 1 T H F D L  P R E A C H I N G .

M u c h  has been said about the duty  of m inisters to preach the  
g rea t doctrines of the  gospel, and apply them  pungen tly  to the 
consciences of th e ir hearers. O ur own colum ns, a t different tim es, 
have borne witness to our solemn convictions in regard  to this sub­
ject. T he cross of C hrist is the power of God unto  salvation ; and 
the  tru th s  th a t cluster about the  cross m ust be pressed on the a t­
ten tion  of men, if  they are to be saved. T h e  m in ister who fails 
here, will m ake a to tal failure, so far as the  g rea t design of the 
m in istry  is concerned ; while he who is faithful to his L ord  in  this 
regard , will see the fru it of his labors, here or hereafter.

B u t do the m em bers of the church realize th a t they  are, in  a 
m easure, responsible for t,he correct and faithful presentation of 
the  convicting and hum bling  tru th s  of the  B ible, from  w eek to  
week, by th e ir m inisters ? Do they  know  and feel th a t it is in th e ir  
pow er to  incite their pastor to g rea te r fidelity, or to h inder him  
from  m aking  full proof of his m inistry  ?

P reach ing  is not like delivering lyceum  lectures, w here all the 
audience come together to be pleased, and am used w ith a w illing­
ness to take  w hat little  instruction  m aj7 be conveyed to  the m ind 
by such a vehicle. I t  is not like m aking  political speeches to a 
gathering  w hich m eets for the purpose o f hearing  its  opinions ad ­




