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A NATION’ S DUTY TO ACKNOWLEDGE CHRI ST AS KING.
Substance of an Address delivered in the 0 . P. Church, near Canonsburg, Pa., Au­

gust 17, 1865, before an Association to promote the religious amendment of the Con­
stitution. By Rev. Thomas Sproull. Published by request of the  Association.

T h e  am endm ents w hich it  is proposed to insert in  the U nited 
S tates C onstitution a r e : A  recognition of God as the  source o f all 
a u th o r i ty ; an acceptance of the  H oly  Scrip tures as the  suprem e 
ru le  ; and a declaration of subjection to  C hrist as K ing. A s these 
cover too wide a field to  be fully discussed on th e  present occa­
sion, I  will pass by the  first two and confine my rem arks to  the last. 
I  do th is the m ore readily  because it is the  am endm ent m ost earn­
estly opposed. Besides, if  this is gained, the  whole object is ac­
com plished ; b u t if  th is fails, the whole will be a failure. T he fol­
low ing theses exhib it the  outline of the proposed argum en t >

I .  T h e  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  K in g  o f  N a t i o n s .
I I .  N a t io n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  e x p l i c i t l y  to  a c k n o w l e d g e  C h r i s t  

a s  K i n g  i n  t h e i r  C o n s t it u t io n s .
II I . N a t io n s  t h a t  r e f u s e  to  o w n  C h r i s t  a s  K i n g  s h a l l  b e  v i s ­

i t e d  WITH SORE JUDGMENTS.
I V . B y SUBJECTING THEMSELVES TO C lIR IS T , NATIONS WILL SECURE 

TO THEMSELVES THE GREATEST PROSPERITY.
I . T h e  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  K in g  o f  N a t io n s .— H e is invested 

w ith  universal dom inion. Mat. 28 : 20. “ A ll pow er is given to 
m e in  heaven and  on ea rth .” E p ’n. 1 : 20-22. “ H e set him  a t his 
own righ t hand  in  the  heavenly places, far above all principality, and 
power, and m ight, and  dom inion, and every nam e th a t is nam ed, not 
only in th is world, b u t also in th a t which is to come ; and  hath  put 
all th ings under his feet, and gave him  to be the H ead  over all th ings 
to  the  church.” P h il. 2 : 9-10. “ W herefore God hath  h ighly  ex­
alted  him , and given him  a  nam e which is above every nam e : 
th a t  a t the nam e o f Jesus every knee should bow, of th in g s in 
heaven, and things in earth , and th ings under the e a r th ; and th a t 
every tongue should confess th a t Jesus C hrist is Lord, to the  glory 
of God the F a th e r.” 1 P e te r 8 : 22. “W ho is gone into heaven, and
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is on the  r ig h t hand  o f G o d ; angels, and authorities, and powers 
being  m ade subject unto  h im .”

2. R oyal titles are given to  him . P salm  22: 28. “ The k in g ­
dom  is the  L ord’s, and  he is the  G overnor am ong the nations.” Is. 
32 :1 . “ B ehold  a K in g  shall re ign  in  righ teousness.” Isa. 10 : 7. 
“ W h o  w ould no t fear thee, 0  K in g  of nations, for to  thee doth  it 
apperta in .” 1 Tim . 6 :15 . “ T he blessed and  only P otentate, K ing  
o f kings and  L ord  of lords.” Rev. 1 :5 .  “ Jesus Christ, the  
P rin ce  of the  k ings of the  ea rth .” See also Rev. 19 :16.

3. N ations are com m anded to  subm it to him . Ps. 2 :1 0 -1 2 . 
“ B e wise now therefore, O ye k in g s; be instructed , ye judges of 
the  earth  ; serve the  L ord  w ith  fear and  rejoice w ith  trem bling. 
K iss the S ou .” P s. 96 :10. “ Say am ong th e  hea then  : T he Lord 
re ig n e th .” Ps. 99 :1 . “ T he L ord  reigneth , le t the  people trem ­
b le .” Jo h n  5 : 22-23. “ T he F a th e r  ha th  com m itted all ju d g m en t 
unto the  Son, th a t  all m en should  honor, the  Son even as they  
h onor th e  F a th e r .”

4. N ations are th rea tened  w ith ju d g m en ts who refuse to  subm it 
to C hrist. P s. 2 :12. “ K iss the  Son, lest he be angry, and yo per­
ish from  th e  w ay.” P s. 9 :1 7 . “ T he w icked shall be tu rn ed  into 
hell, and  th e  nations th a t forget G od.” Is. 6 3 :6 . “ I  w ill tread  
dow n the people in  m y anger, and m ake them  d ru n k  in  m y fury, 
and I  w'ill b ring  down th e ir streng th  to  the  ea rth .” L u k e  19 : 27. 
“ B u t those m y enem ies, w hich w ould not th a t  I  should reign over 
them , b rin g  h ither, and  slay them  before m e.” Rev. 1 1 :1 8 . 
“ T he nations w ere angry, and th y  w ra th  is come, and the  tim e th a t 
thou  shouldest destroy them  w hich destroy the  ea rth .”

5. I t  is prom ised  and  foretold th a t nations shall subm it to  him . 
Ps. 2 : 8. “ A sk , and I  will give thee the hea then  for th in e  inherit­
ance, and  the  u tterm ost parts of the  earth  for thy  possession.” Is. 
72 :10-11 . “ T he k ings of Tarshish  and of the isles shall bring pres­
ents ; the  k ings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. Y ea, all k ings 
shall fall down before h im ; all nations shall serve h im .” Ps. 
22: 27. “ A ll the  k indreds of the  nations shall worship before th ee .” 
Rev. 1 1 :1 5 . “ T he kingdom s of th is w orld have become our L o rd ’s 

■ and his C hrist’s.”
T hese several positions, sustained  by  clear scriptural proof, p re­

sent com bined an unansw erable argum ent in  favor of our first thesis. 
-Seeing th a t C hrist has universal dom inion assigned to him , and is 
"designated in  S crip ture by royal t i t le s ; seeing th a t nations are 
com m anded to  subm it to him, and are th rea tened  w ith  severe judg- 

m e n ts  if  they  refuse ; and seeing, m oreover, th a t i t  is p red icted  and 
prom ised th a t nations shall own C hrist as th e ir K ing, th e  conclu­
s io n  is inevitable, th a t he is by a divine constitution ru le r o f n a ­
tions.

I I .  N a t io n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  e x p l i c i t l y  to  a c k n o w l e d g e  C h r i s t  
a s  K in g  i n  t h e i r  C o n s t i t u t i o n s .— I t  is now generally  held by the 
religious p art of the  com m unity, th a t nations enjoying the B ible 
and C hristianity  should be C hristian. T he question is not—unless 
by  .professed or practical infidels, w ith  w hom  in th is argum ent we
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have no th ing  to  do—should a nation  have a C hristian  character by 
some k in d  of a recognition of C hrist ? b u t it is, how is th is to  be done ? 
o r w hat constitu tes a national recognition of C hrist ? M any affect 
to  believe th a t the  character of a nation  is determ ined  by the char­
ac ter of its su b jec ts ; if  th ey  are in  professed subjection to  Christ, 
so is th e  nation. T h at th is is a  m ere assum ption w ithou t any 
foundation will appear in  the  course of the a rgum ent.

T he point which I  propose to  prove is, th a t nations are required  
to  acknow ledge C hrist as K in g  in  th e ir  constitutions. W h a t is a 
constitu tion ? I t  is th e  in stru m en t th a t contains th e  term s on 
w hich a num ber o f individuals com bine to g e th er to  accom plish 
some object. A  national constitu tion  is' the  bond o f u n ity  am ong 
those who constitu te the  nation  .I t  is, m oreover, th e  expression of 
the nation’s political and m oral faith . B y th e  constitu tion  alone 
can it be determ ined  w hether a nation is a republic, an  aristocracy or 
a m onarchy. B y its constitu tion its re lation  to  o ther pow ers is d e ­
fined. They know  it  only as i t  is described in  th a t instrum ent. I f  
the constitu tion  is republican, though  n ine-ten ths or-even all o f the 
people should becom e m onarchists, the  nation w ould still be a  re ­
public. T hey  m ight pervert the constitu tion , or they  m igh t change 
i t ;  and one o f these they  likely  w ould d o : b u t so long as it  re ­
m ained in its  in tegrity , so long the political character o f the  nation  
as know n to o ther nations, w ould rem ain  the  same. A  practical 
case will illustra te  this. T here  is in  th is coun try  a large class o f 
professors o f nom inal C hristian ity  who ha te  republicanism , and are 
in  sworn allegiance to  a foreign power. Suppose they  should  be­
come the m ajority  o f the p eo p le ; or suppose th a t all should become 
perverted  to  th e ir faith, so th a t P opery  w ould be the  only form  of 
religion found in  th e  country, th a t  fact w ould no t change th e  re ­
publican character of the  governm ent. T hough  all w ere in  sworn 
allegiance to the Pope, the governm ent w ould not on th a t account be 
despotic. U n til they  lay hands on the  constitu tion and  con­
form it  to th e ir principles, i t  w ould still be republican. T he 
correctness o f these views is so m anifest th a t  few w ill be found to 
controvert them . i

_ A n d  it is by  the  same test th a t we determ ine w hat is th e  re li­
gious character of a nation. I t  is in  th a t  respect w hat its consti­
tu tion  says it  is. I f  the  constitu tion does no t declare in  favor of 
Christ, then  it  is u n ch ris tian ; and  while th e  C onstitu tion re ta ins 
this negation of C hristianity , the  nation has no claim  to be called 
a Christian nation. N oth ing  b u t such a change o f the  constitu tion 
as will m ake it  recognize C hrist in his relation to  nations as th e ir  
K ing, will deliver i t  from  the dangerous position of being  hostile 
to  him .

I t  adds to the strength  of the  argum ent to  consider th a t God deals 
w ith  nations according to  th e ir character, and no t according to  the  
characters of the individuals com posing them . G od taugh? Israel 
th is tru th  by the prophet E zekiel in these words, “ Son o f m an, 
when the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, then  
will I  stretch  ou t my hand upon it, aud  will b reak  the  staff o f the
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bread thereof, and will send fam ine upon it, and  cu t off m an and  
beast from i t ;  though  these th ree m en, N oah, D aniel and  Job , 
were in it, they  should deliver bu t th e ir own souls by th e ir righ t­
eousness, saith  th e  L ord G od.” Ez. 14 :13—14. A  nation is a m oral 
person, a subject to the  governm ent o f God, and in  order to  e s ­
cape the pun ishm ent due to rebels, it m ust profess subjection to Him 
by whom  the  affairs of the  w orld are adm inistered , and exemplify 
the  sincerity  of their profession by obeying his laws.

I I I .  N a t io n s  t h a t  r e f u s e  t o  o w n  C h r i s t  a s  K i n g  s h a l l  b e  v i s ­
i t e d  w i t h  s o r e  j u d g m e n t s .— I f  the preceding  thesis be proved, this 
m ust necessarily follow. I f  th e  failure o f a  nation to  recognize 
C hrist as its K ing  is constructive hostility  to  him , then  by th a t fail­
u re the nation is exposed to  punishm ent. God is jealous of his 
g lo ry ; he will not give it to another, nor will he suffer the  honor 
o f the  crow’n o f M essiah to be tarn ished  by any national refusal 
to  subm it to  him . W h a t he says to the  church is em inently  true 
in  regard  to  h e r H ead , “ T he nation  and kingdom  th a t w ill not 
serve thee shall perish, yea, those nations shall be u tterly  w asted.” 
Is. 60 :12. T he infliction of severe ju d g m en ts  is often deferred ; 
lig h te r chastisem ents are sen t first to warn and  adm onish. But 
i f  these are d isregarded they  are followed by sorer visitations, un­
til for th e ir im penitence they  are blotted from the  face of the earth, 
and  th e ir m em ory survives only to be execrated. T he history of 
th e  p roudest nations of an tiqu ity  verifies these rem arks. In  the 
Jew ish  nation th ey  have th e ir full exem plification. T he sad se­
quel of th e ir h istory  is recorded in the  prophetic song tau g h t them  
by Moses long before th e ir denationalization and final dispersion. 
“ O f the R ock th a t begat thee thou a r t unm indful, and hast for­
go tten  God th a t form ed thee. A nd when the L ord  saw it, he ab­
ho rred  them , because o f the provoking  of his sons and  of his daugh­
ters. H ow  should one chase a thousand, and two p u t ten  thousand 
to  flight, except th e ir  R ock had sold them , and the  L ord  had shut 
them  u p ? ” D eut. 3 2 :1 8 -1 9 ,8 0 . L e t C hrist’s own declarations 
p u t th is p o in t beyond all doubt. “ H e th a t is no t w ith  m e is 
aga inst m e.” M at. 12 : 30. “ Those m ine enemies who w ould not 
th a t  I  should reign over them , b ring  them  h ither and  slay them  
before m e.” L u k e  19 : 27.

IV . B y s u b j e c t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  C h r i s t ,  N a t i o n s  s e c u r e  t o  
t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p r o s p e r i t y . — “ R ighteousness exalteth  
a  n a tio n .” P rov. 14 : 34. T his ru le  o f national greatness has both 
its affirm ative and negative aspects. W ithout righteousness no 
nation can atta in  to  tru e  honor and prosperity . B u t the founda­
tion  o f righteousness is to ren d er to  God the  th ings th a t are his. 
A n y  o ther basis is a foundation of sand. The nation  only is 
blessed th a t owns C hrist as K ing. “ B lessed is the nation  whose 
God is the  L o rd .” P s. 33 :12 . H e m anages the affairs of provi­
dence in  subord ination  to th e  kingdom  o f grace. H e is “ Head 
over all th ings to the  church, w hich is his body.” Eph. 1 : 22, 23. 
N ations are p u t under him , th a t  he m ay em ploy them  in carrying 
forw ard to  its com pletion the  w ork of redem ption assigned to him.
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T his if  they  do not w illingly they  shall be constrained to  do. H e 
m aketh  the w rath o f m an to  praise him .

In ' order th a t they m ay be active instrum ents in  bu ild ing  up the 
kingdom  o f Christ, they m ust be loyal subjects to  his governm ent. 
Subm itting  to his sceptre and ru lin g  by his law, th ey  secure to  
them selves the  blessing o f his gracious reign. Those who honor 
him  will he honor. W hile th e  riations th a t will no t serve him  
shall perish, those th a t bow to his au tho rity  shall bo established 
and prospered. T he condition of the  world w hen C hrist shall be 
acknow ledged as L ord  of all, is described in Psalm  72 : 2-^, “  H e 
shall judge th y  people w ith righteousness, and thy  poor w ith 
judgm ent. T he m ountains shall b ring  peace to  the  people, and 
the little  hills, by righteousness. H e shall ju d g e  the poor of the 
people, he shall save the children of the needy, and shall b reak  in  
picces the oppressor. H e shall come down like rain upon the m own 
grass ; as showers th a t w ater the earth . In  his days shall the  r ig h t­
eous flourish; and abundance o f peace so long as the  moon em lur- 
e th .”

H aving  dem onstrated the  correctness of the  preceding  theses as 
general tru ths, I  now proceed to  apply these to the  governm ent of 
our own country.

1. T he G overnm ent of the  U nited  S tates is no t in the  relation  of 
voluntary subjection to the Lord Jesus C hrist. T his is a sad tru th , 
hum bling  and disgraceful, b u t it  is one we m ust ne ith e r deny nor 
conceal. T his nation, th a t has enjoyed from the  beginning  so 
m any tokens of divine favor, has ungratefu lly  refused to  en throne 
him  as its sovereign by whose hand  these gifts have been dis­
persed. To the com m and of God, “ K iss the S on,” th is  nation 
has practically answ ered, “ W e will not have th is m an to  reign 
over us.” In  the  U nited S tates C onstitu tion th ere  is no t th e  re ­
m otest reference to any pow er h igher th an  the  people. T he 
pream ble ignores and repudiates any h igher power. I ts  language 
is, “ W e the  people o f the  U nited States, do ordain  and  establish  
this C onstitu tion .” T his is in accordance w ith the  sen tim ent in 
the D eclaration of Independence, th a t “ governm ents derive th e ir 
ju s t powers from the consent o f  the  governed”— a sen tim ent 
which, though  true  as it  regards the medium , is m ost u n true  
in regard  to  the source of power. A n d  it is m ost clearly in 
the first sense th a t i t  is used in the D eclaration. I t  is a  claim o f 
the righ t of self-governm ent, free from any accountability  to  God 
or his Son in the constitu tion and  adm inistration  of the govern­
m en t about to be established.

I  am aware th a t th is is d e n ie d ; and th a t it is held  th a t the  
C onstitution does recognize God, his Son and law. This, i t  is 
m aintained, it does not in form bu t in substance. T he first o f 
these recognitions it is alleged is in th e  words, “ I  sw ear,” in  the 
oath of office adm inistered to the P resident. T he second, in the 
word “ Sunday,” in the section defining how long th e  P resid en t 
m ay re ta in  a bill before re tu rn ing  it to  C o n g ress: “ ten  days (Sun­
days excepted).” The th ird , in the  words, “ in the  year o f our L ord ,” 
in the  date of the Constitution. T he words “ I  sw ear,” it is urged,7 O /



refer to  God by w hom  m en swear, and is a recognition of his be­
in g  and m en ’s accountability  to  him . B u t it  should be rem em ber­
ed th a t the  P resid en t m ay refuse to  sw ea r; he m ay affirm. The 
w ords are, “ I  do solem nly sw ear or aflirm .” H e m ay prefer the  
la tte r, in  w hich there  is no reference to  God. W h a t then  comes 
o f the a rg u m en t?  “ Sundays excepted,” it  is pretended , is a  re ­
cognition o f the  m oral law, because the  fourth  com m andm ent re ­
quires th e  S abbath  to  be observed. B u t the section in  question 
does no t require  the  P resid en t to  observe the  Sabbath . I t  m erely 
does n o t include th e  S abbath  am ong the secular days o f the  week, 
n o t because its  observance is requ ired  by th e  laws of G od ; for 
th en  the  clause w ould n o t have been a m ere perm ission, b u t a 
com m and to  observe th e  Sabbath . I t  was done wholly in accord­
ance w ith  custom . A s it  regards th e  recognition of C hrist in  the 
d a te ; in  the  copy o f th e  C onstitu tion  in  m y possession the w ords 
in  question are no t found at all. Ju d g e  Story, whose Exposition 
of th e  C onstitu tion  I  consult, certain ly  did  no t see the  im portance 
in  “  A nno D om in i” th a t some have found in  these words, or he 
w ould n o t have left them  ou t of th e  copy found in  his book.

B u t le t us b rin g  th is  m atte r to  a tru e  test. Suppose this nation 
arra igned  a t th e  b a r o f the  K in g  of nations, to  answ er for its  disre­
gard  of God, h is Son and law. L e t the  apologists for th is  neglect 
be its advocates, and  w hat plea do they  p resen t ? In  answ er to  the  
charge o f no t acknow ledg ing  G od as th e  source of power, they say: 
th e  P resid en t is requ ired  to  say “ I  sw ear,” or “ I  affirm ,” &c., be­
fore he en ter on th e  duties of his office. A s i t  regards th e  divine 
law , “ Sundays excepted ,” are w ords th a t respond to  the  com m and, 
“ R em em ber th e  S abbath  day to  keep  it ho ly ,” and m erely a per­
m ission to  keep  one com m andm ent im plies an  obligation to  keep 
them  all. A n d  in th e  words, “ our L o rd ,” in  the  date of th e  Con­
stitu tion , th e  nation obeyed the  com m and, “ K iss the  Son.” The 
w ay th is p leading  w ould be trea ted  is best expressed in  the words 
o f our L o rd  in  a sim ilar c a se : “ M any w ill say un to  m e in  th a t 
day, L ord , L ord , have we no t prophesied in  th y  nam e ; and in  thy  
nam e have cast ou t devils ; and  in  thy  nam e have done m any w on­
derfu l w orks ? and  th en  will I  profess to  them  I  never knew  th e e : 
d ep a rt from  me, ye w orkers of in iqu ity .”

2. T he A m erican  nation, for the  dishonor done to  Christ by 
refusing  to  acknow ledge his au tho rity  in  its C onstitu tion, has been 
visited w ith  severe judgm en ts. N one will deny th a t God has once 
and  again laid  his hand  heavily on the  nation. M ost will adm it 
th a t th ere  w ere m oral causes for these inflictions. The civil war, 
the  last and  m ost te rrib le  o f all these jud ic ia l v isitations, has left 
no g round  for skepticism  on th is  point. B y its continuance in sin, 
th e  nation treasured  up w rath against the  day of w rath, and the reve­
lation  of the  righ teous ju d g m en t of God. B y th e  last stroke of 
th e  rod  o f G od’s ind iguation , it  was wonnded near to  dea,th. 
H ow ever deeply the  sin o f slavery en tered  in to  the  com position 
o f th e  cup of the  n a tio n ’s iniquity , i t  was not the  only, nor even 
th e  principal ingred ien t. I t  was itse lf an effect o f an an tecedent
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cause—a refusal to  constitu te th e  nation  a voluntary  subject of 
th e  governm ent of Christ, ru led  by his law. W as it  to  be expected 
th a t a  people insensible to  divine claim s would be a t all scrupulous 
abou t hum an righ ts?  I t  m ay be set down as a ru le for ju d g in g  
th e  actions o f men, th a t those who re ject the first table of th e  law 
will d isregard  the second.

I t  has been often rem arked  th a t th e  finger o f P rovidence in  this 
w ar ha3 pointed w ith  u n errin g  certain ty  to slavery as its  procuring, 
as well as its im m ediate cause. T his is adm itted  ; b u t th e  adm is­
sion does not m ilitate against the  position we are m ain tain ing , 
unless i t  be m ean t th a t slavery was the alone cause. To us the 
finger of P rovidence points to  th e  rejection o f the  au tho rity  o f 
C hrist as the  m oral cause of the  w ar with a clearness 110 less dis­
tinct. I t  seems to  be in exact harm ony w ith  G od’s way of dealing, 
to  punish  rebellion w ith  rebellion—to perm it secession in  a nation 
th a t had seceded from his governm ent. T his is re tribu tive  justice. 
A n d  can it be hoped th a t God will be less ready  to  pu t forth  his 
power to  b ring  to subjection a revolted province, th an  the  G overn­
m en t was to  subdue the rebel S tates ? I t  is the  prom ise o^ God the 
F a th e r to the M ediator, th a t his enem ies shall be m ade his foot­
stool—a prom ise th a t  shall be fulfilled, though  it  be by terrib le  
w orks in righteousness. T here is given to him  a rod of iron , w ith 
which he will b reak  in pieces, as a p o tte r’s vessel is broken, every 
pow er th a t will refuse to  do him  hom age. W ith  his iron rod he 
has sm itten  and nearly  broken  th is nation , and now it rem ains to 
be seen w hether it w ill repen t and  re tu rn , and  give glory to  the 
God o f heaven.

3. I t  depends on th e  n a tio n ’s trea tm en t o f the  claim s of C hrist 
w hether it shall receive still heavier judgm ents, or enjoy the 
g reatest prosperity . I f  the severe rebuke ju s t given be unheeded, 
a visitation still m ore dreadful m ay be apprehended. L e t no one 
say, T he rebellion is now crushed, and  we have no th in g  to  fear 
from  any o ther quarter. Is  the  arm ory of heaven em ptied? A re  
the stores o f divine vengeance exhausted ? H ear G od’s own w o rd s : 
“  Is no t th is laid  up in  store w ith me, and  sealed up am ong m y 
treasures ? To me belongeth vengeance and recom pense ; th e ir  feet 
shall slide in  due t im e ; for th e  day of th e ir  calam ity is a t hand, 
and th e th in g s  th a t come upon them  m ake h aste .” D eut. 32 : 34,35. 
“ H e p u t on the  garm ents of vengeance for clothing, and was clad 
with zeal as a cloak. A ccording to  th e ir deeds, accordingly he will 
repay fury to his adversaries, recom pense to his enem ies.” Is. 59 : 
17, 18. T he heart of the enlightened p a trio t trem bles for his 
conntry when he reflects on the fearful results of a continuance to 
w ithhold from C hrist the  recognition o f his roj’al righ ts. “ L et the 
potsherd strive w ith the potsherds of the  e a r th ;  b u t woe to b im 
th a t  striveth  w ith his M aker.”

T here is nevertheless hope concerning us. God is infinitely 
gracious. H e is ready to receive the  re tu rn in g  and peniten t. H e 
has ever shown him self w illing to forgive the  sin3 of nations tu rn ­
ing  from the evil of th e ir ways. The h istory  of Israel abounds
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with instances o f this. L e t then  th e  A m erican  people, w ith  a 
sense o f m ercies m isim proved and w arnings neglected, bow down 
before E m m anuel, and  lay th e  sovereignty of th is g reat nation a t 
his feet. H e waits to  be gracious. H e has g ran ted  a  respite from 
th e  calam ity o f war. L e t i t  be im proved bjT speedy and genuine 
repentance and reform ation. L e t h im  have the  giory belonging 
to him  as P rin ce  of the  k ings of the  earth . P lace his nam e 01? the 
fron t of the  C onstitu tion as a declaration o f th e  na tion ’s allegiance 
to  him  ; and  then  he will bestow  on us the  innum erable  and price­
less blessings o f his gracious adm inistration. “ W ith  righ teous­
ness shall he .judge the  poor, and reprove w ith equity, for the  m eek of 
the  earth . A n d  righteousness shall be the  g ird le of his loins, and 
faithfulness the  g ird le  of his reins. T he wolf also shall dwell with 
the lam b, and the  leopard shall lie down w ith the k i d ; and  the 
calf and the  young lion, and  th e  fa tling  together, and a little  child 
shall lead them  ; and  the cow and  the  bear will feed ; th e ir young 
ones they  shall lie down to g e th e r ; and the  lion shall eat straw 
like the  ox. A n d  the  sucking  child shall play on the  hole of the 
asp, and the w eaned child shall p u t his hand on the  cockatrice’s den. 
T hey  shall no t h u r t  nor destroy in  all m y holy m ansion ; for the 
earth  shall be full o f the  know ledge of the  L ord  as the w aters 
cover the sea .”

“ That people blessed is who be 
In such a case as th is;

Yea, blessed all those people are 
Whose God J e h o v a h  is!”

SYRI A MI SSI ON.
LEXTER FROM REV. J .  BEATTIE.

L a ta k iy e h , October 31, 1865.

D e a r  B r e t h r e n — E re  this reaches you, you will, in all hum an 
probability , have seen and conversed w ith M r. Dodds, and have 
learned from  him  particu lars in reference to the M ission, up to the 
tim e he left. H e and family, in com pany w ith M r. M organ and 
fam ily, a m issionary of the A m erican B oard,.occupying the n ea r­
est station to the north  of us, set sail from L atak iyeh  in the b e­
g inn ing  of A u g u st last, a t the  close of our sum m er term , and ju s t 
after one o f the. m ost in teresting  events in all the past h istory  of 
our m ission— our first com m union in A rabic. W e had the pleasure 
o f adm itting  five native brethren to our fellowship on th a t occa­
sion, and while it was w ith no little hesitation and anxiety th a t we 
concluded to receive them , I  am happy to say th a t th e ir general 
deportm ent since the tim e of their public connection w ith us has 
been such onfall occasions as to justify  our action. Mpy God add 
to  th is little  num ber daily o f such as he will have to be saved. The 
first news th a t reached us after the departure  of our bre thren  for




