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EDITORS AND PROPRIETORS.

W h e r fc to lr e  h a v e  a lrea d y  atta in e d , le t  u s  w a lk  b y  th e  sam e ru le , le t  u s m in d th e  sam e 
th in g .” — P h il. 3 :1 6 .

; Y e  sh o u ld  e a rn e st ly  co ntend fo r th e  fa ith  w h ic h  w a s o nce d e live red  u n to  th e  sa in ts.”  J u d e .

P I T T S B U R G H :  
P R I N T E D  B Y  W .  S .  I I A V E N

C O R N E R  OB W O O D  A N D  T H IR D  S T R E E T S .

Editors’ address, “



^cformeit |]rcsl)i)tenan anir Cclmtanlcr.

V ol. I II . NOVEM BER, 1865. N o. 11.

“ THE POWERS T n A T BE,”

C o m m e n t a t o r s  with scarcely an exception expound the first seven 
verses of the thirteenth chapter of Romans, as prescribing the duty 
of Christians to the Roman Government. “ The powers" that be,” 
were the existing civil authorities, to which, irrespective of their 
moral character, every soul was commanded to be subject. There 
never was a worse government than that under which those lived 
to whom the epistle was addressed. Nevertheless, because it was 
an existing power ordained of God, they m ust obey it for con­
science sake. To resist it would be to resist the ordinance of God, 
and they who would do so should receive to themselves damna­
tion. I t  necessarily follows that the existence of a government, 
and not its moral character, is that which gives it a claim on the 
allegiance of Christians.

The view taken of this subject by Reformed Presbyterians, is 
that a civil government must have the moral qualifications laid 
down in the Scriptures, in order to be recognized as of divine ordi­
nation. They have shown on critical and and exegetical grounds, 
that the passage referred to above, demands a very different in te r­
pretation—that the moral character of governments to whigii sub­
jection is to be given, is defined, and that those that are Without 
that character are not ordained of God. “ Let every soul be sub­
ject to higher powers ; for it is not a power if  not from God, and 
those that are powers are ordained of God—for the rulers are not 
a terror to the good works, but to the evil.” ver. 1, 3.*

I t  is not our design in this paper to reproduce and elaborate the 
arguments by which this exposition is supported. “We propose, 
however, to subject the principle involved in the common interpre-

* We have rendered this passage literally, om itting the article before “ higher pow­
ers,” and restoring it before “ rulers." This leaves w ithout support the sentim ent 
th a t by the “ higher pow ers” and “ ru lers,” the Roman Government is meant.
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REMINISCENCE OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN.

Some time last winter two men connected with the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church were in W ashington City, and called at the 
President’s house. W hile in the room that is always open to 
visitors, the President came in, and got into a conversation with 
them, in the course of which mention wras made,of the Covenanters. 
The name seemed to arrest his attention, a'nd he rem arked : “ I  
know something about these people—they want the Constitution 
amended by putting slavery out of it, and by putting a recognition 
of God in it.” To this they assented, and he proceeded to speak 
in k ind and earnest terms of the brethren who had been with him  
urging the amendments. He added that they had obtained one 
object of their mission during his first term  in office, and he hoped 
they would obtain the other before the end of his second term .

W e have given as accurately as we could the substance of the 
conversation. I t  deepened in our m ind the conviction th a t the 
death of President Lincoln was a great national calamity.

T. S.

RESOLUTION OF EAST CRAFTSBUR! CONGREGATION.

A t  a stated m eeting of the congregation, the following resolu­
tion was unanimously passed, and afterward was by the  Session 
also approved and adopted :

Being fully impressed with the importance of a living ministry, 
and believing it to be one of the ascension gifts of Christ to his 
church for the promotion of his glory in the conversion of sin­
ners, and the perfecting of saints, we are sensible of, and deeply 
feel our loss in the removal of the Rev. J . M. A rm our from the 
pastorate of this congregation, for his labor here has not been in 
vain in the Lord. W e rejoice to be able to say that his goings out 
and in among us have been of such a character that even the wish 
of the cold and luke-warm has been rebuked and put to silence. 
A nd although we acquiesce in the action of the Board of Domestic 
Missions in calling him to an im portant w ork at W ashington, we 
regret that the appointment wTas not given to another. A nd be­
lieving also that God in his providence is calling him by his fitness 
for this work, we therefore feel it our duty to submit, hoping that 
he will be made eminently useful in raising up the victims of a cruel 
oppression from the degradation to which they have been brought 
by their oppressors. A nd with much sorrow for our loss, we pray 
tha t God will sustain and uphold him in all his ways, direct him 
in the path of duty, and bestow upon him many tokens of his favor 
and loving kindness. S t e p h e n  B abcock, Ohm. Com.

Oct. 5tli, 1865. Clerk o f Session.




