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EASTER SONNET.
Thomas C. Hall, D.D.

In far past sons chaos and black night

Woke into being with a burst of song.

Chaos took order 'midst a heavenly throng,

Night heard God's mandate clear, *‘ Let there be light !’

The fair Creation felt sin’s damning blight,
And martyred spirits cried, ‘O Lord, how long
“Tarry thy judgments on this masséd wrong ?
‘“ Hasten destruction, and in anger smite ! *

‘While man demands for man the angry rod,

The Father’s pity sets sin’s captive free.

Upon man’s darkness rose the Son of God,

To light with hope our sin and poverty.

With love and peace his beauteous feet are shod,
Bringing to light, Life — Immortality !

All Round the Horizon.

One of the most appalling fires on record is
the burning of the Windsor Hotel in this city
on Friday afternoon by which at least sixteen
persons lost their lives. Many more were in-
jured—in some cases fatally, and over sixty are
yet to be accounted for. The fire was so sud-
den and overwhelming that its cause was not
recognized; there have been suggestions of in-
?endiaﬁsm, but it appears to be as certain as
is possible before official investigation, that
the hotel took fire from an unextinguished
m{ltch, accidentally thrown against a lace cur-
tt.un by a person unknown after lighting a
cigar. The hour was broad day, no one was
asleep. or otherwise incapable of prompt action ;
?he circumstances would have seemed pecul-
iarly favorable for the escape of all the in-
mat‘es of the building, yet the fire spread so
rapidly that, prompt as was the fire department,
the hotel was wrapped in flame before succor
came, and within half an hour from the dis-
covery of the fire the roof fell in.

The firemen performed prodigies of valor;
certain of the guests and a few of the servants
showed heroic calmness and presence of mind;
yet .nothing availed to prevent an appalling
sacrifice of life. But the horror of the event
lies deeper than the sacrifice of life; it rests in
the‘awful possibility of a recurrence of similar
accidents. The Windsor Hotel was equipped
Wwith all necessary appliances for extinguishing
ﬁl‘?: thongh  built before the existence of
b‘"!dmg laws now in force, it had again and
i been promounced safe. The servants
Wwere organized into a fire-brigade and were
frequently practiced in their duties; yet when
the eémergency arose, no one was in his place,
Do one appeared to have his wits about him,
8t least 80 far as concerted action went. The
fervauts indeed were at the windows watching
the St. Patrick’s Day parade, which was pass-
-Ing at the moment. And so it happened that
there were fire-extinguishers which no one
used, water-plugs which no one opened, fire-
tscapes to which no one resorted.

A8 the facts begin to come out grave ques-
tions arise. Which are those hotels of which
the fire chief has spoken, which are no safer,
should the emergency arise, than was the

Windsor? What was the nature of that wall
decoration, ‘‘something like celluloid,’’ across
which the flame flew with the rapidity of
lightning? Unless these and many other simi-
lar questions shall be answered satisfactorily
the occupation of all but the newest and un-
mistakably fire-proof hotels will speedily be
gone. A natural result of the awful holocaust
was reached on Monday, when three bills were
introduced into the Assembly providing more
stringently for means of escape from fire in
hotels. There is some danger that their strin-
gency and their small consideration for archi-
tectural effect may result either in their defeat
or in their becoming a dead letter.

/—'-Ize struggle in the Philippines continues to
be bitter and bloody, yet always with victory
to our own arms. On Tuesday of last week
General Wheaton’s division had a sharp en-
counter with the rebels, and the lately captured
town of Pasig is reported to have been burned
by the latter. On Wednesday the fortified
village of Kaintai at the head of Lake Bar, the
inland sea of Luzon, was taken; on the follow-
ing day a considerable force was captured.
Since then the battleship Oregon has arrived
at Manila, a large insurgent force has been
driven eastward into the mountainous prov-
ince of Morong, and on Sunday last a sharp
engagement took place, which resulted in driv-
ing a large detachment of Filipinos some fif-
teen miles south of the Pasig River. During
this engagement a company of Washington vol-
unteers distinguished themselves by crossing
the river, in several small detachments, in a
native canoe under a heavy fire. Aguinaldo
is taking extreme measures to suppress any
suggestion of surrender on the part of his
troops. Twelve residents of Manila have been
condemned to death because they wrote advis-
ing surrender, and the Filipino General La-
garda, who visited Aguinaldo last Friday to
argue with the rebel leader as to the futility
of the rebellion, was immediately decapitated.

A threatened attack of mountain banditti
upon Iloilo last weck was promptly suppressed
by General Miller. The garrisons of towns on
the island of Negro have been reinforced not
because of threatened insurrection but in the
interests of order. Spanish residents of Luzon
are expressing a strong desire to return to
their own country. Orders have been given
for the formation of a mosquito fleet for ser-
vice in Philippine waters; and without doubt
this will be the simplest and best way of keep-
ing order in the archipelago.

Things in Cuba are not quite as simple as
might be desired. The Military Assembly is
rapidly losing influence, and public confidence
is turning again to General Gomez. The latter,
having accepted deposition at the hands of the
Assembly, is carefully avoiding its attempts to
force him into controversy either with the
Assembly or with the American authorities.
General Brooke has been going on quietly in

his preparations for discharging the insurgent
army, carefully avoiding all conflict with the
Assembly. On Sunday, however, there was
an outbreak in Havana, caused, it is said, by a
conspiracy of prisoners. A number of lives
were lost and considerable property destroyed.
The Cuban police stood the test nobly, redeem-
ing the character which they put in jeopardy
at the time of the Anti-Assembly riots last
week. It is reported that General Ludlow,
Military Governor of the Department of
Havana, desires to be relieved and sent to
Manila.

Rumors of uprisings and resistance to author-
ity having come from Puerto Rico, General
Henry telegraphs that all such reports are ab-
solutely false. There has been political agita-
tion in the form of talk, but no public resist-
ance to law and order. Apparently General
Henry deems that these reports have arisen
with malicious intent to injure the fame of the
island and islanders.

On Friday the Queen Regent, having dis-
solved the pusillanimous Cortes, signed the
Peace Treaty, and there is now peace between
this country and Spain. The act shows much
decision and bravery, and a very genuine desire
to keep faith, on the part of the Queen. The
responsibility was a heavy one, but the danger
of a revolntion, which from the beginning has
been one of the difficulties in the Queen’s way,
is in fact far less imminent now than at any
time during the past three years. The Queen
Regent has shown herself to be worthy of her
ancestress, Maria Theresa, worthy too, of the
dangerous and difficult trust_which for years /
has been hers. \/

A thrillingly interesting event occurred at
Gibraltar on Sunday, when our cruiser Raleigh
met the Spanish squadron. The Raleigh in
generous courtesy ran up the Spanish flag, when
immediately Admiral Camara hoisted the stars
and stripes. Such an illustration of the knightly
nobility of two great commanders has hardly
occurred in history; butit is more than -this.
It is the officers on both sides who best under-
stand the meaning of the war and the charac-
ter of one another, and these officers in their
sincere admiration for one” another is a strik-
ing vindication of the necessity of the war
which is now so happily an event of the past.

It is delightfal though not surprising to ob-
serve the enthusiasm which Mr. Choate has
awakened in England. His speech at the din-
ner of the United Chambers of Commerce in
London last Thursday took the whole nation
by storm. The Daily Telegraph said of it:

‘A speech in better taste could not be con-
ceived. It was transparently sincere and cor-
dial, without a suspicion of ‘gush,’ brimful of
eloquence, humor and pathos, and however
high the standard of oratory may be set, it is
impossible to demand more of it than this., Mr.
Choate has established his position 1n his first
speech, and strengthened the ties of brother-
hood and friendship that are making for the
peace of the world.’’
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