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the personal pronouns, I, thou, he, and their deriva-
tives; such a distinction that the Son and the Holy Spi-
rit were eternally with the Father; such a distinction
that there might be, and we believe that there was,
from all eternity, a communion of mutual, perfect love
between the ever blessed three; such a distinction that
they could and did assume different offices and agen-
cies in the wonderful economy of our salvation. Aec-
cording to this last view, we rejoice to know that the
Father sent the Son into our lost world upon the errand
of mercy and deliverance; that the Son {reely came as
the messenger and servant of the IFather, and gave
himself to lnm as an oftering, and all-sufficient atoning
sacrifice, for our redemption; and that the Holy Spirit
as freely comes, sent by the Father and the Son, to re-
generate, sanctify, and conduct to heaven all those of
cuir race who shall in fact obtamn a share in that inheri-
tance of immortal glory. Such a trinity of persons
the Godhead we receive, and feel ourselves bound stre-
nuously to maintain, as a fundamental article of the re-
ligion of the gospel; so fundamental that no other lead-
mg article ot the system can be consistently received,
as scarcely any one ever 1s pretended to be received,
where this 1s rejected.

It may have surprised my attentive hearers that I
have not mentioned the eternal filiation of the Son from
the Father, and the eternal procession of the Holy Spi-
rit {rom the IFather and the Son. To prevent misap-
prehension, I beg leave to say that my faith embraces
both these propositions as true; and that I conceive them
to be points of more than a little importance too, since
the eternal personal properties of the IFather, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, are intimated to us by thosc very
titles and relations.  Still, I will not assert, for it is not
my judgment, that the denial of these particular propo-
sitions is an abandonment of the trinitarian faith in 16
essentials: and therefore I have chosen to leave them out
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the term. These truths, therefore, it would be superflu-
ous for me to prove.

To any man who should tell me that he denied or
doubted the distinct personality of the Son of God, I
would offer the single fact that the Ifather sent the Son
into our world, as a sufficient demonstration that the Son,
our Liord Jesus Christ, is a person distinct from the
Father. 'The fact that the Father did send him 1s as-
serted over and over in the scriptures: and to say that
the sender 1s the same person with the sent is as glaring
an absurdity as i1t has ever fallen to my lot to encounter-
The question now arises, what are the true charactev
and dignity of the Son of God? Ishe a creature merely?
As to which, by the way, we account it an aflair of no
consequence at all whether he be deemed a man only,
or a super-angelic created spirit in a human body. Or
1s 1t so that, along with his complete manhood, in soul
and in body, which I shall take for granted, he is God,
equal in glory with the Father? "This is owr faith; and
we rest 1t on varlous grounds, which make 1t, mn our es-
teem, as incontestable as any thing can be made by di-
vine revelation.

In the Old Testament, and even 11 the earliest chap-
ters of 1t, we meet with intimations of that very truth
which we have heard our Lord inculcating so disunetly
In the commission given by him to his apostles; a plu-
rality of persons, evidently coequal, in the divine Being.
God said, let us make man in our image, after our
likeness(b ). After the fall, the Lord God said, behold
the man 1s become as one of us, to know good and
evil(c). And in order to defeat the rebellious project of
the builders, of Babel the Lord said, let us go down,
and there confound their langnage(d). 1 will not affirm
that the truth which [ am establishing was as fully known
to the ancient Israelites as 1t 1s to us: hut 1 {eel convinced
and subnut the 1dea to you, my hearers, that the texts

(b) Gen.i, 26, (¢) Gen,iil. 22. (d) Gen, xi. 7,
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often prayed to the Lord Jesus Christ( ). In a word,
from the universal custom among the primitive Christi-
ans of praying to Christ, they received both {rom friends
and foes, the dlsungmshmg title of those who called
upon the name of Christ as their Lord(g).

There are texts of scripture, not a few, which speak
of our Saviour as in a state of lowliness and humihation;
and some which expressly represent him as being infe-
rior to God his Father. You do not expect me to en-
ter critically here into the particulars. I simply observe,
and that with the most fearless confidence, that all those
texts admit of an easy explication, in entire consistency
with our doctrine, by a just resort to the human nature
of our Redeemer, or to his mediatorial office: while the
multiplied testimonies by which his full divinity 1s sup-
ported cannot possibly be criticised away without In-
flicting torture upon the scriptures, contrary to all esta-
blished rules of interpretation; such torture as can never:
be excused, unless 1t shall first have been ascertained
that the bible is the most unintelligible, and yet the most
delusive and mischievous book 1n the world.

I proceed to speak of the Holy Spirit. And suppo-
sing 1t to have been proved, as I think 1t has been mvin-
cibly proved, that the Son of God possesses a glory truly
divine, no man will differ from me n the sentiment that
this renders 1t easier to our minds than it would other-
wise be to ascribe the same divine glory to him who is
deneminated the Spirit of God. If the proof be suf-
ficient, we find less intrinsic difficulty in believing that
there 1s a third person i the Godhead than we did in
the belief of the second.

It 1s the custom of those antagonists whom 1 have

(f) 2. Cor. xii. 8. 9, 1 Thess. iii. 11, 12. 2Thess. 1. 16, 17.
(g ) 1 Cor.i.2. Among the early enemies of Christianity, [.ucian
reproaches the Christians for worshipping their crucified Teacher:
Celsus objects to them their adoration of his Godhead: and Por-
phyry says that they weakly worshipped Christ. It would be
easy to cite much more to the same purpose.
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chiefly in my eye to assert that the Spirit of God 1s not
properly a person at all, divine or created; but only that
this Spirit 1s the power of God, invested by a figure of
speech called personification, with the appearance of a
personal agent. Now personiﬁcation, by which things
without life are represented as living and acting, i1s a
beautiful and striking figure, belonging mostly to the
provinces of poetry and eloquence, and capable of be-
mg used with a wide extension of freedom. Dut it
has its limits of propriety: and we are to recognise it

only by the instantly manifested features which it wears,

or by the necessity of inferring it from some truth pre-
viously known.

We find actions and properties uniformly attributed
i scripture to the Holy Spirit which decisively cha-
racterize, if any thing can do it, a real, not a rhetorical
or figurative person; and which are very often specially
incongruous tothe idea of personified power. For ex-
ample; the Spirit searches and knows all things(4); tes-
tifies of Chuist(2); bears witness with our spirit that we
are the children of God(); makes intercession for the
saints(/); works in the souls of men, dividing his gifts
to every man severally as he will({). All these are, at
first blush, the acts of an intelligent and voluntary per-
sonal agent: and where 1s the necessity of imputing

them to any personified attribute of God? Agam, the

Holy Spirit 1s said to be pleased(m), which is literally
true. He issaid to be vexed or grieved(n), which 1s a
ficurative representation. How can either of the two
apply - to the attribute of power? Father; the wicked
Ananias lied to the Holy ‘bpmt(o) In doing this, he
perpetrated an enormous crime. Was it an insult offer-

ed to the power of God singly? And as to the unpar-

e — o —t

donable sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, can

(h)1Cor. ii. 10, 11.- ("¢ )John xv. 26. () Rom., viii. 16.
(k) Rom.viii. 26, 27. (") 1 Cor. xii.12,11. ("m_) Acts xv. 28.
("n) Isa. Ixiii. 10. Eph,1v. 30. ("o ) Acts v. 3,
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sence, by asking, whither shall I go from thy Spirit(v)?
And omniscience must be his; since he searches all
things, yea the deep things of God(w). '

His works are divine. We believe him to be the
Creator; hecause we are informed that God by his Spi-
rit hath garnished the heavens(x), and are taught to
unite with Ehhu m saying, the Spirit of God hath made
us(y). To the same glorious Agentis attributed that
inspiration whence we derive the hol) scriptures; for
we know that holy men of God spake as they were
moved Ly the Holy Spirit(z). ~And throughout the

New 'T'estament, the whole process of our sanetificati
1s sald to he camed on, from beginning to endy by th
Holy Spirit, as his appropriate work; a work requiric
all infinite perfections for its execution, as clearly as
they are requisite for the creation and preservation- of
the world.

Were there no other means of proof that divipe
waorship 1s rightly offered up to the Spiiit of Gody it
would be suliicient for me to hear the celebrated bene-
diction recorded by the apostle Paul; the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellow-
ship of .the Holy Spwit, be with you all(a). - "Thispas-
sage 1s ol the same class with our text from the com-
missien of the apostles; and is a prayer for the greatest
of blessings, addressed equally to the Father, the Sor
and the Holy "Spirit.  How can it be construed
merely a kind wish of the apostle for his brethren, with-
out any supplication to God in their favor? T'hey who
so construe it must know little of the spwit and habits
of St. Paul. Again; it was revealed to good Simeon,
by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before
ne had seen the Lou] s Christ.  And when he took up
the infant Saviour m his arims, he blessed (Jll(l, and said,
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peawy,

(v_) Ps.cxxxix. 7. ()1 Cor. ii. (z_) Job xxvi, 13. (y)
Job xxxiii. 4. (=) 2 Pet.1. 21. (Ca) 2 (,or xiii. 14.
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according to thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy sal-
vation: rapturously adoring God the Spirit, who had
given, and had fulfilled to him the promise of so high a
privilege(b). o .

In closing this survey of our evidence, cursory as it
is, may I not appeal to all men on its validity; and ask,
it the bible does not establish the trinitarian doctrine, by
what conceivable form of revelation could it be esta-
blished? And again; if such proofs as have passed under
our review may, after all, deceive us, how ean we rely
upon the bible as teaching us, with certainty, any thing

~concerning God, or concerning any other subject? It

behooves me, however, to remember that those with
whom T am contending refuse to be cliecked by such
consiclerations.  With courage worthy of a better cause,
they assert that “the doctrine of the trinity shall not be
found in the bible: and to come to the point roundly, that .
no possible evidence could make this doctripe credible;
forasmuch as it involves within itself sundry objections
or difficulties of such magnitude and force as fo be
absolutely insurmountable. = And this brings me to

I1I. My principal object, which is to meet, and as 1
humbly trust, to overthrow these boasted objections.

1. In the first place, then, it is objected that a divine
trinity in unity, or the doctrine that one God exists In
three persons, is an incomprehensible mystery, and there-
fore not rationally to be believed. |

Now the words, an incomprehensible mystery, may
be intended to convey either of two different meanings;
to both of which I shall ask your attention, while I bring
them to a fair trial. ' : .

One of them is, that though some things be supposed
to be proved to us, and understood by us, in regard to
the triune God; the subject has depths of obsecurity
which the human mind cannot fathom, and suggests
questions which no man is able to answer. Tlhis I rea-

('b) Luke ii, 25—30,
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dily concede to be the case. Respecting the divine
unity, we acknowledge that 1t differs, in some way which
we cannot search out from that of the soul of man: for
in the one God there 1s a personal plurality; whereas a
human soul 1sincapable of being more persons than one.
And the thing which we call personality m the Godhead
differs, in some way equally unsearchable, from person-
ality in ourselves: for every human person is one sepa-

rate human being; while the divine persons do not and

cannot exist In a state of separation from each other.
[n these things, so intimately conjoined with what we do
know of the trinity, lies that mysteriousness of the na-
ture of God, to the grasping and unfolding of which
our short- mghtcd anderstandings are totally Incompe-
tent.. Nor do we think it pmbable that these mysteries

will ever come within the grasp of any crecture. But
In the existing state of our philosophy, whicl is as ready
to make-a frank confession of IZnoranee as to rejoice
the (]leOV(‘.ly ol truth, much 10:lsomnf'_' 'Celtamly cannot
be necessary to show that the objection, - this view of It,
E altogcthm inadequate to its purpose. Nearly all our
various knowledge, not one of its provinces entirely
empted, comes under the very same humbling de escrip-
tion with our knowledge of the divine trinity. W
know something, less or more, about the b;cct which
we con[uaplate, while there are difficulties connected
with it, to the solution of which we are not, and perhaps
may never become competent.

For instance; by an act of volition I instantaneously
put into motion the limbs of my'body;these limbs which
always remain still and quiet while 1 do not choose (O
move them. Over my heart, which moves incessantly,
withaut my chioosing 1t, or even thinking of it, I have no
such control: no Volmon of mine, llOWClel Intense,
can stop that motion for one second of time. W hat
philosophical account can be given of these matters of

factt How does the volition of my spirit act upon my

(]

e 1

¢ &

! . é_ -i‘;U L

T . oy
1?"\' T aay - F ‘_
F L ¥ .




"< - - - e B T et i . |
i - >

)

e

.
P——
—

i .. L
B
"'Fl'
N euih .
[ S
- - -
- - -—-n—--—'-.\
T —

18

Y R ——
. ewe ) e e
T - "
..- I-_-

P i) — oot o2
e o= T
> -
. -
- -

MRS T P TR

corporeal 010'ans,> Why will it not suspend the action
my heart? Upon these inquiries no mortal has ever
thrown one particle of light; and we may holdly predict
that none ever will. Shall 1 then attempt to reject or
doubt of facts which I know by constant experience,
because they carry in their train mysteries which are
utterly inexplicable? Nothing could be more repugnant
to the common sense of mankind.

Even in mathematical science, which glories so justly
n 1ts 1rresistible demonstrations, our minds sometimes
flounder about i 1nextricable embarrassment. Allow
me to give you an example or two, in as few words as
possxble

Suppose ine to be journeying along the highway; and
that you, with youthful feet, which bear you forward
twice as fast as mine bear me, set out, at the distance
of one wile in the rear, to overtake me. How far must -
you travel to place yourself '‘by my side? Two miles,
you answer; and all. the world assents to what you say,
without the possibility of hesitation. Yet against the
effecting of this thing there is an apparent demonstration,
which 1t may puzzle any one to refute: namely, that for
every furlong, yard,-or foot, that you advance upon ne,
I shall, in the same time, have gone one half of the
same distance ahead; and the minutest subdivisions of
space will never bring this process to a close.

Again; suppose. a plane superficies two feet wide, and
extended both ways without end.- Suppose-another one
foot wide, and extended in like manner. Can you keep
the conviction away {rom your mind that the former of
these must contain twice as many square feet of surface
as the latter? 1 confess that I cannot escape this convic-
tion.  Yet in making this avowal, we undertake to as-
sert that one quantlty, an Infinite one, to be sure,’1s as
large again as another quantity which is also infinite.—
Talke a step farther, and suppose a plane surface infi-
nitely extended m every direction, Hence will result
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an infinitude of infinitudes of superficial square feet.—
Nor are we yet near the end of this amazing path.
What should hinder us from supposing an infinitude of
plane surfaces every way infinitely extended?

Buat1 desist from these illustrations; in the apprehen-
sion that they are unnecessarily consuming our time. 1t
we find ourselves, at every turn, thus baffled mn our re-
searches; is it at all strange that we should get into danger
of losing ourselves in the endeavour to sound, with our
short ‘m(l {feeble line, the deep things of God; to remove
all clouds of mystery from the nature and the mode of
existence of Jehovah, the I*&mg eternal, nmmortal, and
visible? Our proper course 1s, to pursue the mvestiga-
tion of truth with a zeal and perseverance always pro-
portioned to 1ts value; and to stop when we arrive at in-
superable barriers, acknowledging the inadequacy of
our powers to transcend them, but holding with a firm
grasp whatever we have ascertained to be true by appro-
priate and sufficient evidence. ‘If we proudly fOl“%'ll{C
this high road of wisdom; if we stubbornly refuse
believe any thmn, until we have cleared up ‘every thm,
mvolved in it, or situated m 1ts neighborhood; the only
alternative wearing any face of consistency is to plun
ourselves mto general scepticism, which 1s but another
name f{or geneml folly and infatuation.

But it was observed that this charge of incomprehen-
sible mystery might be intended, and I doubt not that it
Is most commonly employed, to convey another idea.—
And hereis a much heavier imputation than the former:
even this; that our doctrine of the trinity 1s, in root and
branch, quite unintelligible; that it excites no conceptions
in the mindj; 1n short, that any proposition which pretends
to exhibit this article of our faith is merely a collection
of words altogether destitute of meaning. Now'if this
were true, I should certainly think it fatal to the doctrine:
for I most heartily subscribe to the maxim that no man,
i the exercise of his rational faculties, can possibly be-
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ple, is not a substance, material or immaterial; nor is it
any operation or feeling of our minds, of which we can,
in the strict, philosophical sense of the expression, be
conscious: but it is a property which God has given us,
and continues to sustain withmn us, by which, mn conjunc-
fion with the exertions of our will, we produce certain
effects, internal or external. © Power, you remark, may
rest inactive for weeks and months, but truly exist all
the while, ready for action: and even at the instant when
we are exercising it, we have no immediate coneeption
of its nature. Thisisthe answer which I wanted, and
which all who hear it perceive at once to be the truth.
All men speak familiarly of power, daily arrd hourly;
and distingtish, with entire confidence, between their
volitions, of which they are conscious, and their powers,
of which they have no other than relative ideas. * But
though-v have none but relative ideas of power, we
feel ourselves entitled to treat with scorn any assuming
philosophy which asserts that power itsell has no exis-
tence; or that our language respeeting it 1s no more than
words and sentences put together without real and intel-
ligible meaning.

Again; when we see any person manifesting the same
passion, or performing actions of the same kind, m a
continued and uniform series, as often as circumstances
of one and the same description oceur to him, we feel
within ourselves an irresistible impulse to ascribe such
series to some permanent sourcé or cause existing n
the breast of the individual. And to this cause we give
the name of disposition. Thus we speak of an irasci-
ble, an avaricious, a beneficent disposition, and a great
many others. T desire now to know what disposition 1s.
The words, temper, proneness, tendency, have the same
import, or nearly the same. ~ But what is the thing itself?
It is not the soul, but belongs to the soul as an attribute.
It often lies a long time dormant; and we never at any

time directly perceive it, nor are conscious of it. We

o | s gl










e
. "
AP S

il

- Ty e &d—-ﬂ# P — Wt p— ol o s - ‘,' - il

24

we believe on his authority. - Thus palpably is our doc-
trine the reverse of that chaos of impenetrable obscurity
which our adversaries frequently represent it to be; and
thus easy has it been found, if I am not much deceived,
to prostrate to the dust one of the most annoying pieces
of thenr artillery. -

2. The next objection to be considered has also, until
we resolutely grapple with it, a very formidable appear-
ance. It 1s said that our trimitarian doctrnie 1s unwor-
thy even of any serious attention, aside from that of ex-
posing 1t to prompt and unquahﬁed rejection; as it car-
ries upon.its very faee the broad features of self-contra-
diction: that it isas absurd to pronounce God to be one,
and yet personally three, as to say, that three and one
are exactly the same number.

This is indeed a fierce and undisg uised assault.- We
are puzzled by no shadow ot amblgmt) here. As we
pass along, 1t ought to be remembered that those: who
advance this objection bind themselves, by domg so, to
abandon the reproachful mmputation of unmeaningness
whieh has been so profusely cast upon our doctrine.—
For-they not only admit that the doctrine of the trinity
has a meaning; but aver that they see in 1t two meanings,
and see them so clearly as to authorize the charge that
they are in diameétrical opposition to each other. DBut
leaving this, I most willingly” agree that as soon as any
proposttion i1s farly convicted of self-contrad:ction, 1t
looses all claim to respect: and no man can warrantably
complain of its being treated thenceforward with all the
severity of contempt and derision. That no trinitarian
controvertist has ever brought upon his own head the
well grounded charge of being inconsistent with himself]
I will by no means take upon me to assert. 1 fear that

-this has many a time been done; and they who do it

must abide the consequences of their own indiscretion.
But with those consequences we have nothing to do,
provided we make our statements, and conduct our de-
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fence, with modesty and circumspection. Having pre-
scribed to ourselves this rule, and feeling no conscious-
ness of forgetting or neglecting 1t, we repel the objection
levelled agamnst us, as having no touch of application;
and honestly proclaim that from this weapon, SO san-
guinely confided m by those who wield it, we es-
cape without a wound. Our principle 1s, to labour,
with earnest prayer and indefatigable study, to know
whatever God has been pleased to unvell to us n lis
word on the unparalleled theme of his triune existence;
and not to excogitate hazardous formulas or similitudes
of our own, nor to rush forward into the shadowy, un-
bounded wilderness of speculation, after the torch of
revealed truth has ceased to enlighten our way. Did
we maintain, either in so many words, or under any

covert and circuitous modes of expression, however .

artfully devised, that the one true God is three gods;
that God 1s only one divine person; and yet three divine
persons; or that God is one and three n any selfsame
pomnt of view; here would be outrageous contradiction
of ourselves, and inconsistency of the first magnitude.—
Were we so blind that we could not see the absurdity,
while it stared us in the face, we should be objects of
pity for the wretched imbecility of our minds. But did
we see 1t, and still persist in urging our fellow men to
receive and venerate it; no energy of detestation, no
vehemence of censure, could go one hair’s breadth be-
yond our demerit. Most justis the assertion, and none
shall take the lead of us in defending it against all assail-
ants, that the bible was never designed by 1ts Author
to disparage that reason which he has given us; by
which, as our noble privilege, he has raised us above the
brutes that perish, and rendered us accountable subjects
of his moral government. But by what means can
the 1dea be demonstrated to be self-contradictory, or n
any other way absurd, that the infinite God may be, 1n

different respects, one and more than one; so far forth,
3
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disgust, and sorrow: and the image presents itself of
men gravely and busily at work in trying to annililate
the mighty cataract of the Niagara by casting straws upon
its face.  All this while, our industrious anti-trinitarian
critics vaunt their system as pure, uncorrupted Christi-
anity; .and announce themselves as the only people,
among professing Christians, who worship one God alone.
By natural consequence, we are made to bear the title of
tritheists in their vocabulary. They may forbear to ar-
raign us as hypocrites: but as to the supremely impor-
tant concern of the formation of our religious creed, they
charge us, 1n effect, with an amount of heedlessness or
stupidity which would deprive us of even the lowliest
pretensions to the character of rational beings. Upon
this usage on their part, our emotions are not those of
resentment, but of deep commiseration for the state of
their sotls. The awtul day is coming which will settle
the entire dispute between them and us perfectly: and
the merits of it are well estimated mn this present life by
all who receive the love of the truth that they may k-
saved.

3. The last objection which I shall bring to your no-
tice 1s, that the doctrine of the trinity 1s an airy notion,
a merely curious speculation; utterly incongruous, for this
reason, to every justidea of our Christian faith. It 1s
asserted that, excepting its tendency to foment toilsome
ul](l bitter controversies, which we may avoid if we
please, and which it were bctton to avoid for the sake of
peace, this doctrine cannot 1 any way influence our
heaxts, nor modily our conduet; that we are not, in a mo-
ral view, rendered either better or worse by our a(lopuon
or rejection of it; and therefore that we need not feel su
licitous about it, and ought not to suppose that it maln,._
any part of the revclatlou which God has put into our
hands.

Now this accommodating, latitudinarian talk sounds to
our ears rather strangely. Here must be a {resh in-
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ceives this holy volume as the gift of God know that
it was bestowed upon us for purposes far different from
that of fostering and gratifying an idle, ever roving curi-
osity? Yes, assuredly; and we say that we derive from
the doctrine which I have been defending not barely
some intellectual knowledge of the nature of the eternal
God, but also many \astly important practical advanta-
ges. We look upon this doctrine as the soul of the hi-
ble. We fecl that if our faith in the trinity were taken
away, our best principles of action in this world would,
in the twinkling of an eye, lose their power, and all our
hopes m reference to the world to come would sink mto
irremediable desolation.

This 1s clearly a question of fact and experience, to
be decided by the medium of testimony. And when
we undertake to make out such a decision upon it, we
claim only to be allowed those common faculties which
enable a man to know hiz own aftections and motives,
and that common honesty which entitles a witness to cre-
dit when he speaks of things which come under his
deliberate observation. Perhaps our adversaries wi]l
admit our claim to these qualifications, and pelhaps th
will not.  Be that as it may, I deem 1t one precious re-
ward of my present labour to know that, in uttering this
testimony, | am the representative of my beloved bre-
thren and sisters in  the Lord who surround me here,
and of all the millions of his people who are scattered
abroad upon the face of the earth. How extensive,
and how delightful, is this communion!

We testily, then, that our reverence for the written
word of God, and our love of it, are inseparably inter-
woven with our belief of his triune character. We re-
ceive the bible as a work of divine inspiration through-
out; the only infalhble, and in all essential points, the
plain and perspicuous rule of our faith and practice.—
This we could not do, if we r(*jected the doctrine of
the trinity; if we discarded the unity of Jehovah, or the
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He gives us the animating,still growing hepe that, under
the direction of this wise and faithful guide, we shall
reach the never fading paradise of felicity above the
skies.

But we must extend this testimony, brethren, yet
somewhat farther.  We will enter into some particulars
which are interesting i no ordinary degree, and which
are perfectly conclusive as to the objection under con-
sideration.

The bible exhibits to us a God glorious 1n holiness,
who rules in spotless righteousness the world which he
has made. It lays before us his moral law, a code most
just, and exceedingly broad in its demands upon us;
yea, most spiritual and heart-searching, as i1t takes cog-
nizance of the inmost recesses and hidden motions of
our souls, as well as of all our visible actions. The bible
charges us with a depraved nature, full of enmity and
rebellion against God, our Maker and our Benefactor;
and with actual transgressions, in thought, word, and
deed, more 1 number than the hairs of our heads: and
it assures us that God knows this depravity of ours in
all 1its vileness and malignity; sees every one of our sins
in all its circumstances of aggravation; and pronounces
against us the dismaying sentence that we deserve his ven-
geance through the ages of an interminable existence.
And when these things are brought home to our bosoms,
our own reason declares that they are all true, and binds
them down upon us as solemn realities. The more we
reflect, let it only be done with an upright spirt, the more
are we overwhelmed with the conviction that we are lost
and undone sinners i the sight of God, from whose eye and
whase arm there 1sno way of escape. And now the anx-
lous inquiry arises, far above all earthly anxieties, what will
become of us? How shall we stand, 1n our sins, at the
tribunalof this terrible God? How shall we, whose pro-
wocations have been heaped up like mountains before
him, obtaiu his protection against eternal misery and des-
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we obtain that celestial power which overcomes the hosts

of hell, and the still more formidable host of domestic,
homeborn traitors, our own irregular appetites and pas-
sions.  In this way we are mnstructed to walk; and upon
these principles we press toward the mark, for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Brethren,
were we deprived of the consolatory doctrine of a Sanc-
tfier traly divine, what would be our resource for the

cleansing of our nature from moral defilement, and the

restoration of the likeness of a holy God to our souls?
Would it be human argument and eloquence? Their im-
potency for this end has been abundantly demonstrated
i all ages of the world. Would it be our own will?
Alas, it is the captive of sin, the obsequious servant of
miquity, until it receives from heaven a better direction.
Noj we should find that we must either madly unlearn,
if that were possible, the very nature of holiness, or ex-
change the attempt to acquire it for absolute despair.—
But we will not, we cannot turn away from the lovely
doctrines of the gospel. We are assured of their truth,
we know their inestimable value: and we use them as
the manna of heaven, the effectual nourishment of our
souls; by which we live unto God now, and hope to live
with him when the sun, and the moon, and the stars,
shall shine in the firmament no more.

In conclusion, T pray that so far as the truth of God has
been at this time delivered, he may impress it upon our
minds, and prosper it to our edification. And now to
the one Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all
glory aseribed for ever and ever. AMEN.
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