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the personal pronouns, I, thou, he, and their deriva­
tives; such a distinction that the Son and the Holy Sp i• 
rit \vere eternally \Yith the Father; such a distinction 
that there might be, and ,ve believe that there "as, 
fron1 all eternity, a con1n1union of n1utual, perfect love 
bet,,·ee11 tl1e e,,e1· blessecl three; st1r.l1 a clisti11ction tl1at 
they could and did a sun1e difl' rent ofl1c s and a v n­
cies i11 tl1e ,,ro11derft1l 011on1)7 of· Otll' S<Jll,ratio11. i\c-.. 
cording to this last vie", \\·c r joi e to kn ,v that th 
F�1tl 1e1· scr1t tl1e S011 i1)tO Olll" lost ,,-01·ld ll} 0.1 t11e ri·a11cl 
of 1nercy and deliverance; that the Son fr ly an1c as 
the n1ess nger and s •r\ ant of the F ath r and gav 
l1 i 111self to l1i 111 as a11 ofl" J·i11� a11cl all- u,fi1 i 11t ato11i11

u 

sacrifice, for our r d n1ption; and th-at the I ol. p i rit 
a freel_r co1nes, sent by the Fath r and th , on t r -
generate . an tif r and ·011dnct t beav n all thos f 
Oltl' l'ace ,,-1 10 sl 1all i11 fa t obtai1 a l1a1· in tl1at i1ll1cri-
tance of in1111ortal glor_r. t1 h a trinit r of J • r ons i1 
tl1e GodlJ ad ,,·c 1·ecei, e, a11t.l fc 1 01 J1r ),, lJ u11 l ti· -
nuou.J) t 111aintain, as a fundan1 ntal arti ·l of th r -
ligion of th" gospel; so f undan1 ntal that no oth r I ad-
i11 o- a rti le of· tl1e s, ste111 ;111 I) 011. i t 11tl 1· i,.. d 

·' 

as sea re I y any 01 e \ er is pr ten led to l r i • d, 
"·l1e1'e tl1i.., is 1· je te(l. 

It n1ay ha\ e surpris cl 111, att nti, h ar rs that I 
l1a\·e not 111e1Jtior1ed tl1e te1·11al filiati 11 of tl1 ► 011 fir 111

the Father, and thv et .,rnal pro ssion of th l 1 , Ii­
rit fro111 1l1e F atl1 r a11d 1l1e ,011. To ] 1· , 11t 1ni a1 -
1 rehension I b g l ave to a) that 1u • laith 1nbra • 
both these propositions as true· aud that I n i v th 111 
to be points of n1ore than a littl in portanc, to sine 
tt1e eter11al l)ersonal pro1J rti ..... , .... of tl1e atl1 1· tl1 011, 
and the I-lol. Spirit, ar i 11tin1at d to u I �' thos, v r • 
titles a11 l 1· latio11s. Stj]J, I ,, ill 11ot as l't, fo1· it is 11 t 
m�r judgn1ent, that the cl nial of th l articular propo­
sitio11s is a11 at>a11clt)t)111 11t of tl1e tl'i1)itar·ia11 faitl1 in it 
esse11ti,tls: ,1nd tl1e1·ei .. 01·e I l1a, e cl10 �11 to lea,re tl1 111 out 
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the tenn. These truths, therefol'e, it would be superflu­
ot1s for 111e to 1Jrove. 

To any 1nan ,vho should tell me that he denied or 
doubted the distinct personality of the Son of God, I 
would offer the single fact that the Father sent the Son 
into our \Vorld, as a sufficient <l "'n10Dstration that the <::on, 
out· Lo1·cl J est1s Cl11·ist, is a })erso11 cl isti11ct fro• 1 tl1e 
Fat]1er. 'l,11e fac·t tl1at tl1e Fatl1 1� clid s 11cl l1i11 i a -
serted over a1Jd o\1er i11 tl e sc1·iptt11· s: a11d to sa) tl1at 
the sender is the san1e person ,,. ith th1:: st:nt is as laring 
a11 absurdity as it l1as e,· r fall�n to 111. loi to Il ot111t r­
The question now· ari ;: ,vhat ar the true ·hara t r 
and dignity of the Son of od? I. h a er atur n er ly ?

As to ,vhi ·h, bj the vva_ , ,;.·e account it an afl·1ir f no 
consequence at all , ·hethcr he be d cnJed a n1111 onl ', 
or a super-angelic er at d SJ irit in a hun1an h l. • 0
is it so that, along v; ith his orn1 let n1anhood in oul 
and in bod_ , "·hi h I hall take for rant l, h i od, 
equal in glorJ "� ith th ◄ • ther? 1 hi is tir fr ith • and 
,;ve rest jt 011 ,1a1·ioL1s ground- , 1 lJicl1 111al, it i11 L1r -

teenJ, as incontestabl as any thing can be 11a 
1 1J ,,' c1 i-

\
1 in e l' e e] ati o r1 . 

I 11 tlJ e Old T stan1e11t, ,1n 1 e, e11 iri 1]1e arli t J1a1 -
te1�s of it ,ve 111eet \i\·itl1 j11tir11atio11 of tl1at \1 I') trurl1 
wl1icl1 \,1e l 1a e l1ear·d OtJtr' J-' rd i11c11] ati11 s di ti11 tl}1

i11 t11e co111111issio11 °·i ve11 1Jy l1in1 to l1i a1 1 11 • a J ltJ1-

rality of pers0ns, evid ntl o qua), in th divin I in.._. 
God saicl, l,Jt us 11)al e 1r1a11 i11 01.1r it a after ur 
likeness(b). ft r the fall, the I...ord od ai I b I hl 
tl1e 111n 11 is l)eco111 as 011 of u , t,o 1{110, go d ancl 
evil( c). And in ord r to defi at th r b lliou J roj ct f 
tl 1e l)uilc.lers, of ]3alJel tlJe Lo rel said, l t t1s go dow11 
a11d tl1 e1�c conf ou11 l tl1 i1' la11gt1ag (,d). I ,, ill 11ot affir111 
tl1t1t tl1e trutl1 \\"l1icl1 I a111 stal li l1i11 ,, a. as fL1lJ, k110,,111 
to tl 1e ar1c1 ·11 t lsra ]i tes ,1s j t is to u : lJut I fi l co11,,i11 cl 
a11cl sL1b 111jt tl1e iclea to ),OL1, Jl1)7 11 ar, J' .. , tl1at tl1c text. 

(b) Gen. i. �6. (c) Gen. iii. 22. (d) Qg11. xi. 7,
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.

often prayed to the Lord Jesus Christ( .f). In a word, 
fron1 the universal custom among the primitive Christi­
ans of ])I·a)ring to Cl1rist} tl1ey received both fr·o1n friend� 
a11d foes, the clisti11gu1sl1ipg title of tl1ose ,:vho cal]ed 
upon the name of Christ as their Lord(g). 

There are texts of scripture, not a f eiv, ,vhich speak 
of onr Saviour as in a state of lo,vliness and hun1iliation; 
and sorne ,vhich expressly represent him as being inf e-. 
rior to God his Father. You do not expect 1ne to en­
ter critically here into the particulars. I sin1p1y observe, 
a1lcl tl1,1t \Vitl1 tl1e 111ost fea1�]ess co11ficle11ce, tl1at all those 
texts ad111it of an easy explication, in entire consistency 
,vitl1 0111' cloctri1Je, l)y a jL1st 1·esor·t to tl1e l1t1tnan nature 
of ottr I{edee111er, or to l)is 1nediatorial office: wl 1ile the. 
1uultiplied testi1nonies by ,vhich his fuJI divinity is sup­
ported cannot possibly be criticised a,vay lvithout in­
flicting torture upon the scriptures, contrary to all esta­
l)]isl1cd 1·L1les of i11te1,pretatio11; sucl1 to1,tu1,v as can never· 
be e .. rcusecl, t111less it sl1all fi1,st l1ave ])ee11 asce1�tained 
th::it the bible is the 1nost uDintelligible, and yet the most 
(lelL1si,1e r111cl 1niscl1ievous boo'l{ in tl1e ,,01·ld. 

I proceed to speak of the I-Joly Spirit. And suppo-
itlg it to l1a\1e l)ee11 }Jt·ovecl, as I tl1ink it l1as bee11 in,Tin­

cibly proved, that the Son of God possesses a glory truly 
(li,1 i11 , r10 111a11 \\i jl] cliffe1· f1·0111 111e i11 tl1e se11tirnent tl1at
tl1is 1·e11cle1�s it easier to ou1· 111inds tl1an it ,, ould other­
,vi e ]Je to a. cril)e tl1e sa111e cli\ri11e glo1�}' to 11i1n ,,1110 .is
cle110111i11atecl tl1e S])i1·it of Goel. If� tl1e proof be suf­
ficient, \Ye find less intrjnsic difficulty in believing that
tr1e1·e is a 1l1i1�c1 J)e1·so11 i11 tl1e Godl1ead tlJa11 ,ve did in
tl1e l)elief of t11e secor1d.

It is tl1e ct1ston1 of tl1ose antago11ists �vl1om I l1a,1e 

(Jj 2. Cor. xii. 8. 9. 1 Thess. iii.11, 12. 2T11ess. ii. 16, 17. 
(g) I Car. i. 2. Ai_n�ng the early e�en_iies of �11risti_rtnity, I,ucian
reproaches the Chr1st1ans for ,vorsh1pp1ng their cruc1 fied Teacher: 
Celsus objects to tl1cm tl1eir adoration of his Godhead: and Por­
pl1yry says that tl1ey ,veakly worsl1ipped Cl1rist. It would be 
easy to cito much n1ore to the �ame purpose. 
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chiefly in 1ny eye to assert that the Spirit of God is not 
properly a person at all, divine or created; but only that 
this Spirit is the po,ver of God, invested by a figure of 
speech called personification, ,vith the app�arance of a 
personal agent. No\v personification, by ,vhich things 
,, .. itl1out life a1·e I'eprese11ted as Ji,1 i11g a11d acti11g, is a 
beat�tifL1l a11d st1·iki11g figu1·e, belo11gi11g 111ost]y to tl1e 
provinces of poetry and eloquence, and capable of be­
ing used ,,vith a ,vicle extension of freedorn. But it 
has its li111its of })1·011rietj,: a11d ,,;e are to 1·ecog;ni e it 
011ly by tl1e it1sta11tl}' 111a11ifested £ atures '\\ i1icl1 it ,,,ear�, 
0r by the necessity of infi rring it f ro111 sO1na truth pre-
vio u sl 1r la10,"·11. 

,v e· fi 11 d actio11s a11d })rope1·ties UlJifo1·111l. r attribt1ted 
in scripture to th1:: I-loly Spirit ,, hich d cisivel) ha­
racte1·ize if allJT tl1i11g ca11 r]o it, a 1· al, not a 1·l1 to1·i al 
or figurati, e p rson; and ,,. hich are v ry oft 11 sp cial1 
incongruous to the idea of pel'sonified po, ·er. lore·­
a1nple; the pirit searches and kno,,. s all thin<Ts(lt ); t -
tifies of Cl1ri t(,i); l a1·s ,, it11ess \1\ itl1 ou1· JJirit 1l1at ,, e 
are tl1e cl1ild1,er1 o1 .. Gocl(j); 111al, s i11te1· io11 fio1' tl1 
saints(lc ); v.-orks in the ouls of n1en, di, idin hi. ifts 
to e,;rei·Jr 111ar1 seve1,all)1 a 11 ,,�ill ( l). All tl1 ar at 
fi 1·st 1)1us11, tl1e acts of a11 i11tellige11t a11d , .. ol 111ta1·. J)e1·­
sonal agent: and lvher is th nee ssit_ of i111puii110-

tben1 to any personified attribut of God? gain tl1 
Holy Spirit is said to be pl a d( 111 ), \Ylii h j literally 
true. He is said to lJe ,·e .. crl Ol' 1�ic,r d( ,t) , l1icl1 i a 
figurative repre entation. I-low an eitl r of th t\\ o 
apply to the attribute of I o,1-1er? { ath i-· th i 1\. d 
Ai1a11ias lied to t1,e H:olJ' , 11i1·iL( o). In dcli11 tl1i l1c 
perpetrated an enormou cri1n . l\ a: it an in. It ff�r-
. ed to tl1e l)O\\T.e1· of Goel si11 �13,? t1cl as to tl1e t1111 a1·-
do11able si11 of blas11l1e111J agai1l t 111 Ii l • 11irit, ca11 

(h) 1 Co r. ii. 10, l J. j,..i )Jol1n xv. 26. Ci) Rom. ,,i,i. 16.
( k) Rom. v j ii. 26, 27. ( l 1 C or. xi. i. 12, 11. ( ,,i) A els xv. 28.
( n) Isa. ]xiii. 10. Eph. iv. SO. ( o) Acts ,, . 3,

• 

• 

•
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. sence, by asking, ,vhither sball l go fron1 thy Spirit( v )? 
A11d 011111iscience 111ust be l)is; si11ce lie sea1·cl1es all 
tl1i11gs, yea tl1e clee1) thi1Jgs of Goel (iv). 

His ,�.ro1'l'"s a1·e di,rit1e. We lJelie,1e ]1in1 to 1le the 
C1·eator; l)eraa11se ,,1e a1·e i11fo1·111ecl tl1at God b)' l1i Sp1-
1·it l1atl1 o-a1·11isl1ed tl10 lJea, 11s( "), a11<.i a1· taugl1t to 
l111ite ,, .. it]1 Eljl1t1 ir1 s,1),j11°·, tl1e S1 i1�it of God l1atl1 11Jade 
us(y). To tl1e sa1ne glorious A.g nt is attributed that 
inspiration ,vhence ,ve deriv1:: the ho! ·riptur s; for

•. ,,1e 1�1)0\,1 tl1at l1olJr 111e11 of God S} al '"e as 111 )7 , 1·e 
1110-,;r cl b.T t11e 11 ol}r �111rit(-). 11 I tl11·0L1 ·l Ollt tl1 
1 el\ T ta111e11t, tl1e \i\1l1ole 1J1·0 e s of ot11· sa11 ·t ifi ati 
is said to lJe ea1'1·ied on, f1·ot11 lJ ·i1111i11 t 11 l 1l. tl1 
Holy . JJir·it, a 'l11('.t r1111·011·iate '" 01·1�· a ,, 01·1 1· ql1it'i1 
all i11fi11ite }Je1·£ ctio11s fo1· its e .. L1ti 11 a clet11"l} a· 
they are requisite for the creation and pre r, ation of 
tl1e ,i\-01·1 (]. 

"\i\ e1·e tl1e1· 110 otllc1· 111ea11s of ) 1·oof t11at di, ltl , 
,,1 ()l'sl1i_1) is 1·iglJtl., ofle1·ccl ll} to t))c ► 11i ·it of ( 4

L) l i 
\\,.ould be 11riciet1t fi 1· 111 to ]1 a1· t1 e c I lJi�at cl 1 r1 -

• 

dictio11 11 CCCJI cl.cd lJ. tl e aJJOstl a 11· tl g l 'C 1 oti1· 
01·d J . Ll l1ri t, at1d tll lo l f od, al'l l tl. J]o, -

sl1ip of tJ1c Ol)r S1111·it, 1, ,,·i1l1 )·Otl all( a). rl l1i. }l8S-
sa e is of 1l1c ,.r;a111 cl-ass ,, it]1 oui· tc t [1·0111 tl1 111-
111issio11 of ti e a110. tl �; a11cl i a pt'oL ,. 1· � t' 1l1c r nl t 
of 1 ]c si11 , clr!1· . secl e ]ttal]_, to t] � atl1 1· tl1 ,. ·01 
3\Jd tl10 J 0] 5r SjJi1·it. l1. \V a11 it IJ 011. t1·t1ctl

111e1�ely a l�i11d ,�1 isl of tl1 'a110 tl for J1i lJ1· t111� n , itl -
011t ail.' st11J11lica"io1 to God i11 tli ii· f· ,1or? l1 .. ,, 110 
so co11strL,e it 1nust la10,, littl of tl1 11i1·it a111d ]1 IJit 
of St. I r. t1l. .i. gai11; it , ,a 1· ,, al cl to ood . i111 011, 
b)7 tl)e I o1)' S1 i1·it, tl1at l1e l1ot1ld 11ot . d tl1 be� 1· 
11e l1ad . ee11 t11e Lord s l11·ist. 11d '"·l1e11 11 tool t111 
tl!le i1Jf<ll1t Sa,1 iOLll� i1_111i ari1Js, lie 1J),�eo,..,,r-Jo,d cl, a11 l . aid, 
Lo1·d, 110,�1 lettest tl1ou lll)T s 1·\1 a11t d JJart _i11 }) a , 

(v) l)s. cxxxix. 7. (10) 1. Cor. ii. 10. (a:) Job x. vi, 13. (Y)
Job �x¥iij. 4. (z) 2 l)et. i. 21 .. (a) 2 Cor. xiii. 14 .. 

• 

• 

•
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according to thy '\\'ord; for mine eyes have se�n thy sal­vation: rapturously adoring God the Spirit, who hadgiven, and had fulfilled to him the promise of so l1igh a})1·jvilege( b ). · · 
In closing this survey o f our evidence, cursory as itis, 1:nny I Hot appeal to all men on its validity; and ask,if the bible does not estabJish the trinitarian doctrine, by\Vhat conceivable f orn1 of revelation c-ould it be esta-• 

bli bed? And again; if such proofs as have passed underour reviev,r n1ay, after all, deceive us, ho"v can we relyupon the bihl© as teaching us, vvith certainty, any thing. concerning God, or concerning any Other subject? It.behooves 1110, ho\.vever, to re1nen1ber that those ,vith,vho1n I a1n contending refuse to be checked by suchconsideration$. With courage ,vo1thy of a better cause;theJ assert that • the doctrine of the trinity shall not_ be found in the bible: and to con1e to the point roundly, that ..no possible evidence could n1ake this doctrine credible;
f oras1nuch as it involves v\1ithjn itself sundry objections0r difficulties of snch rnagnitude and force as to beabsolute]y insunnountable. And this brings n1e to

III. 1y princi1 al object, ,vhich is to meet, a11d as Ihun1bly trust, to overthrovv these boasted objections.
1. In tbe first place, then, it iS objected that a divinetrinity in unity, or the doctrine that one Goel exists inthr e persons, is an inco1x1prehensible n1ystery, and there­fo1·e 11ot 1·atjoniaJl)r to l)e l1elie,1 •ecl.
No,,v the ,,,ords, an inco1I1prehensible rJ?ystery, may• he intended to convey either of t\\10 different 1neanings;to both 0f , hich I shall ask your attention, vvhile I bringtl1e111 to ,a fair t1'ial. 

• 
-

• 

One of the1n is, that though so1ne things be supposedto be proved to us, and understood by us, in regard tothe triune God; the st1bject has depths of obscurityvvhich the hu1nan miud caµnot fathom, and suggestsqu estions ,\,hich no man is able to ans°\'ver. 'l.,his I rea ..

(b) �u.k,e ii, 2&-�0!

• 

• 

; 

• 

• 

•
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di]y concede to be tl1e case. Respecting the divine • 
u11ity, ,,1e ack110\vledge tl1at it differs, in s0111e \'t1ay ,,,}1icl1 
,ve ca11not sea1·cl1 out, fro111 tl1at- of tl1e soul of 11)an: for 
i 11 tl1e 011e God tl1e1·e is a l)ersonal })lu1·alit)1 ; ,vl1e1'eas a 
l1u111a11 soul is i11ca1Jable oJ· lJei11 (Y 111ore 1)e1·s011s tl1a11 one. 
A 11(l tl1e tl1i11g ,, l 1icl1 ,,1e call })e1�s011alitj' i11 tl1e Godl1eacl 
diffe1·s, i11 S(>1ne ,vay eqt1al]y u11sea1·cl1able, f1·0111 pe1· on­
a1ity i11 ot1rsel,·es: fol· e,7el')7 l1u111a11 }Jerso11 is ooe se1 a­
r·ate 11t1111an l)ei11g; \\ l1ile tl1c di\ri11e JJe1·s011s do 11ot a11d 
ca1111ot exist. i11 a state of se1)a1·atio11 fro111 acl1 ot11er. 
T11 tl1ese tl1it1gs, so i11ti111at�]y co1)

4
joi11cd ,, itl1 ,, l1at ,, e clo 

k110,\1 0[ tl1 tri11it)r, ]�es tl1at 11131ste1·io□ 11 s of tl1 na­
tt11·e 0f Go!, to tl1e g1 .. as1 i11g atJd l111Coldi11i of ,\·l icl1 
ot11· sl101�t-siglJted u11rle1·sta11di11 s a1·e tota]l r iJJ 01Jl]JC­
te11t. r 01· ,do ,ive tl1i21l{ it ] l' IJable tl1at tJ ,.. �.... 111 � "stct·i s 
v\ j}l e, e1 .. co111e \ Tit11i11 tl1e gr·a .. p of all}' c1� ,,tui·t,. Ltt 
i11 tJ10 xjsti11g tatc of our lll1ilo ,0[111. , ,, l1icl1 i a re d) 

• to 1r1al�e a fra11J� co11fi s io11 of i� 11ora11 ? as to 1�e�joi e i11
tl1a clisco,1 1· r of· 11·t1tl1 111Ltcl1 1· aso11i11 ,ce1"tai11l)' ca1111ot
be 11ecessa1·; to s110,,, tl1at tl1e ol dectio11, i11 tl1i ,·i ,,1 ot it, 
is altogetl 1e·r i11adeqL1a1·c to it.� JJu1·1 ose. a1·1., all 0111'"

,,a1·iotis l 110 �,1eclgn, 11ot 011e of its }Jro i11ce • 11ti1· 1_ 
e11JJ)tecl, 0111e • t111d�r tl1e erj ... a111. l1u111!1Jj1 d�,Jc1·i1 -
tio11 ,·�ritl1 ot,r 1-110,,·l dge of tl1 li,1i111 tri11it. • c 
1�110, 0111etl1i11g le. s 01� 11101·e, al)out tl1 obj ·t ,,-l1icl1 
,i\1e COl)l l 1})1r-te; '\ I1il tJ]eJ�e • r difl1ct1ltics 01111ect 
,�-it1 ) it, to tJ1 so}L1tio11 of' ,�,·l)icl1 \l\ a1· llOl · a11d J e1·l1nr> 
ina;· 11e\'e1· lJeco111e co1�11Jet 11t.

t..,or i11sta1)c ; lJ .. 1 a11 act f , oli1jo11 I i11 ta11ta11 OLl.1}' 
l llt into 1 ;i1otioo t11e lii11lJ of 11J.' l1od., • tl1 s li111IJ ,,·I1ict1
al\i\1a3 s 1·e11 ain still ,111d I iict , ·I1il ) do 11. t I o, lo
1no,-e tl1e111. 0\1e1· 111;' lJeai·t \l\ 11icl1 1110•· ·•·- i11 � • 11tl)�,
,vitl10L1t fl1)' cl oo i11 • it, Ot' ,, 11 tl1i11]\.i11 f it I l1a, 1e no
sucl1 cont1·ol: 110 ,, lition of 1nj11e J1,o, 1 1e1' int 11
can stOJJ tl1at 111otiot1 fo1· 011 seco11d of ti11l • \\ J1at
pl1iloso1Jl1ica} accour1t ca11 1 e � i,,�11 of tl1e 111att 1· of
fact? How does tl1e \70]i1io11 ol

,. 

111y S( irit act t1po11 1n

.. • 

• 

• 

• 

•
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o [:=or�l or ans] Wh1, i1t it no't- sils e t'he aeffl>n
P1)r heart? pon tbe�e inquiries nb l 1ias ev�

throwo one particfe of light; ancf w.e ma ...... M/Vldly predict 
that none ever will. Sliall I then at_tem.pt to .reject or 
doubt of facts which -I know by constant e-tperlence, 
because they carry in their train tnysteries which are 
utte1·� ine:Xplicable? .Nothing contd be rnore repugnant 
to the ron1m.on sense of mankind. 

. Even in mathematical science, which glories s& justly 
in its irresistible demonstrations, our minds sometinies 
Hounder about in inextricable embarrassmettt. AtJow 
me to �ve you an example or two, 1n as few words as 
possible.· , 

Suppose me to be journeying along the bigh\.vay; and 
that you, with youthful feet, which bear you forward 
t"vi-ce as fast as mine bear me, set out, at the distance 

. of one mile in the rear, tQ overtake me. How far must. 
you travel to place yourself by my side? Two miles,, 
you answer; and all the world assents to what you s::Iy, 
without the pOssibility of hesitation, Yet against the 
etfecting of this thing there is an appal'ent demonstration, 
which it .n1ay puzzle any one to refute: namely, that for · 
every furldng, yard, -or foot, that you advance upon n1e, 
I shall, in the same tin1e, have gone one half of tRe . 
same distance ahead; and the minutest subdivisions of 
space will never bring this process to a close . 

. :Again; suppose. a plane superficies two feet wide� and 
extended both ways without end.· Suppose-another one 
foot wide, and extended in like manner. Can .you keep 
the conviction aw�y from your mind that the former of 
these must contain twice as many squa1�e feet of surf ace • as the latter? l confess tliat I cannot escape this convic­
tion. Yet in making this avowal, we undertake. to as­
sert that one quantity, an infinite one, to be sure;·_is as
large again as anotbe,· quantity ,vhich is also infinite.,�.
Take a step farther, and suppose a plane surface infi­
nitely extended in everr dl!'ection. ,llence will result 
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an infinitude of infinitudes of superficial square feet.­
Nor are ,ve yet near the end of this a1nazing path. 
What should hinder us fro1n supposing an infinitude of 
plane surf aces every ,vay infinitely extended? 

B Ltt I desist fro111 tl1ese illust1·ations; in tl1e a1)p1·el1en-
sion that they are unnecessarily consu1ning our tin1e. If 
\1{e fir1ll ou1·selves, at e, er)" tL11·n, tl1us llafil d i11 our t·e­
searches; is it at all strange that ,ve bould g t into dang r 
of Iosi11 °· ot11'sel,,es ir1 tl1e e11dea,1ou1 .. to sou11d, r\ itl1 ou1· 
sl1ort ancl i

"' 
ebl l li1le, tl1e deeJ tl1i11 s of God; t,o 1 .. 1110, e

all clouds of n1ystery fron1 the nature an l the Jl10d of 
exi�te11ce of Jel1oval1, tlJc, I i1Jg ete1·11al, 1111111,ortal, arid 
invisible? Ou1· proper course is, to pur. u the inve ti a­
tio11 of' trt1t 11 ,vi 111 a zeal a1) 1d }le1·s·e,,e,.·a11c al,, a}'. p1·0-
portioned to its valu ; and to st I ,, h n , ·e arrive at in­
superaLle barriers, a l·no, .. 1 dO'�ng the inad qua y of 
our po, ers to tran end th 10, but holdin ,vith a fir1n .• • 
grasp ,vhat ver ,:ve ha, e ascertain d to be tr 1 1 . appro­
priate and suffi ient eviden . U ,.., proudly for ake 
this high ro<;ld of ,., i�do111; if '\\' stubbornly r, fu,-- to 
belie,·e a11 tl1i1Jo- u11til , T l1a, e cl ared tl} 1er.r tl1i11 
i t1\ ol\1ecl i11 it, 01· sitL1ate l i1J it. 11 icrl1lJ01·l1 cl· tl1e 011ly 
alternati,te ,veariog any face of consi t n y is to plun 
o□rsel,1 es i11to . ·e11e1·al s pticis1n, \ l1icl1 is bLtt a11otl1e1"
11a111e fo1· ge11e1·a] folly and i11fatL1ation.

But it ,,·as obs l'·,�ed tl1at tl1is l a1·-r,, of i11 0111111·el1en-
sible n1ystery rni ht be intended, and [ doul t not that it 
is 111ost c101111no11ly e1111 loJ ed, to 011, )' a11ot]1 1� iden.­
A11 cl l1e1,e is a 111l1cb 11 a, ie1' i11J1 utatio11 tl1a1 tl1 fo1·n er: 
e,1e11 t l1is; tl1a t ot11· c1octri11e of 1]1 tJ·ir1it)' is i11 1·oot a11d 
branch, quite unlnt lli ible; that it ex it s no con eptions 
in tl1c 111111li; in sl101't, tl1at ariy 1J1·01 ositio11 , �}1i J1111· tend 
to e-xl1il�it tl1is a1"title of ou1 .. iaitl1 is 111 t' ly a oll tio11 
of· words altogether destitute of 1n aning. OV.i if this 
,1,;e1·e·t1·L1 , I sl1ould certaiL1ly tl1i1 }{ it fatal to tl11e docu·i11 : 
for l tl10st l1ea1·til)r sul)s,c1·ilJe to tile 111a.ri111 tl1at no 111an, 
i11 tl1e exe1·cise of· l1is 1·ational fact1lti 1es, ca11 possibl)' be-

• 

• 

•

• 





• 

al 
e 

ns.,

i�h th 
t b----• 

e 

o 1at o

a d-s 
etin l�M,

' 

' 'Ot 

c nued 

of e and 
OB 

•







• 

' 
,

24 
• • 

• 

• 

,,re l)elie,ie 011 l1is autl101·ity. � Thus palpably is our doc-
trine the reverse of that chaos of impenetrable obscurity 
,vhich our adversaries frequently represent it to be; and . 
tl1us easJ7 l1as it been fot1nd, if I an1 not mt1ch cleceived; 
to prostrate to the dust one of the most annoying pieces 
1of tl1cii· ,a1·tillery. 

2. 'fl1e 11ext olJ,jcction to be co11side1'ed l1as also, i:111til •
"''e resolutely grapple ,vith it, a very forn;ii<lable appear­
a11ce. lt is said tl1at our trjoita1·ian cloct1·i1ie is· t111,vor-
thy even of any seriou� attent,ion, aside fron1 that of ex.,..· 
JJOsi11g it t,o 1)1·01n11t a11cl .t11JfJtlalifiecl 'l'ejection; as it ca1·-
1·ies LltJ011. its ,1ery face tl1e 1)1--oacl featL11·es of self-contra­
diction: tJ1at it is as absL11·cl to J)1·onot111ce Goel to lJe one, 
a11cl 31 t 11e1·s011ally tl11·ee, as to ·SU);, tl1at tl1r·ee a11cl one 

• a1�e exactJ tl1c sa111e 11L11nl)e1·.
Tl1is is i11deecl a fierce ai1d t111clisgt1ised assat.1lt.·- '\Ve 

a1�e tJt1zzlecl IJ}r no sl1ado,v of a111l1igt1it)y l1er·e. As 1x.;e 
})ass alo11g, jt 0L1gl1t to be 1·e111e111 lJe1·ed tl1at tl1ose \vl 10

ad �;a11ce ti1 is ohjectio11 bi11d tl1e111seJ,1es, 1Jy cloi.1g so, tq

aba11clot1 tl1e 1·e)"'l�0acl1ful in11)utation of t111111oar1i11g11ess 
,, l1icl1 l1as ·lJeeI1 so 1)1·ofL1sely cast U})011 ou1' f]oct1�i11e.­
For·they not only adn1it that the doctrine of the trinity 
l1as a 111e·t11i11g; lJLlt a,1e1' tl1at tlle)r see 111 it t,vo 1nea1�irlgs, 
a11cl see tl1e111 so , lea1·ly as to at1tl101·ize tl1e cl1ar·ge tl1at 
tl1ey a1�e i11 clja111etrical O]Jposition to eacl1 otl1e1·. Bt1t 
Iea,1i□� tl1�s, I 11)ost ,villit1°-]y ag1·ee tl 1at as soo11 as a11y 
1)1·01 OS� t io11 is Ja i1� ly C10lJ,1 i ted (Jf self-co11 t1·acl i ctio11' it 
looses all c]aio1 t9 1·es1)ect: atld no 1na11 can· ,v:nr1'a11talJJy 
co111plai11 of� its 1Je111g t1�eated tl1e11ce!o1�,�1a1�cl ,\1 itl1 all tl1e· 
se, e1·it3r of cor1te1111)t a11d cle1·isio11. Tl1at 110 t1·inita1·ian 
co11t1·0, e1·tist l1as e,1er b1·ot1gl1t UJ)011 l1is o;v11 l1ead t11e 
well g1�ou11ded cl1a1'ge of bei11g r11co11siste11t ,vitl1 l1i1nself, 
I ,

'Y ill b3r 110 in,ea11s tal{e t1po11 111e to asse1·t. I fea1· that 
. this 11,as 1nJ11y a tir11e been clone; and· tl1ey ,,-ho do it 
must abide tl1e cot1seqt1e11ces of tl1ei1· o,,rn i11disc1·etion. 

. But ,1t itb tl1ose co11seque11ces \Ve ]1_a,,e 11otl1i11g to clo, 
provitled ,,,e 111ake ot1r staternents, and co11duet our de-

• 

• 

•
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fe11ce, witl1 n1odesty nnd ci1·cun1spectio11. Ha ing ll1·e• 
scr·ibed to ourselves tl1is 1·ule, a11d fe,eli1Jg 1Jo co11scioL1 -
11ess of forgetting 01· neglecting it, ,�1e 1·e1)el tl1e ol �ectio11 
Ie,,elled agai11st L1s, as l1avi11 • 110 tot1 11 of ap1 licatio11; 
a11d l1onestly })J'oclaim that f1�0111 tl1is , ap,011, so a11-
gt1inely co11fided in b1r tl1ose , 110 ,\ i Id it, ,l\ e es­
c,ape ";itl1ot1t a n1ound. OL11· 1)r111ci1Jle is, to la1 0L11·, 
witl1 ear11est l)rayer a11d i11clefatigal le sttid .. ', t l\.110,v 
"·l1ate,,er Goel l1as been })l ,ased to u11 \' i I to ll i11 ]1i 
wo1·cl on tl1e u11pa1·alleled tl1 111e of l1is t1·iu11e i te11c ; 
ancl not to excogitate l1aza1·clou1s fo1·1nL1la. 1· • i11 ilitude 
of� ou1· o,v11, no1· to 1·usl1 Jo1·\ 1ard i1Jto tl1 l1ado\'.,} , u11-
bot111decl ,�:ilcler11ess of . J) culatio1J after tl1 tor ]1 f 
revealed trt1tr1 11as ceased to e11ligl1t 11 �11· , •ia • i
"·e n1air1tait1, eitJ1c1-- i11 so ll)al)) \1\ ord , OJ" u11de1· 'lllY 
covert a11d cirCLlltOUS 1110,d S of" .. rJ r S i I ]10\ e, l' • 
a1·tfL1lly de,ised, tl1at tl1e one t1·LIe d is tl11· e a els· 
tl1at God is 011Jy 011e di\ i11e I erso11; a11d t tl11· 1 di\1 ·11c 
]Je1·s011s; 01· tl1,1t Goel is 011e a11d tl11· e i11 a11.. . lfsat. e 
poi11t of ,1ie\v; l)ere ,, 0L1ld be outr·ag ou 1Jt1·a li io11 
of ot11·sel,1e., a11d i11co11siste11cy of tl1e fi1· t 11Jagi ·tt1cl .­
'

1

Ve1·e ,ve . o l)lind tJ1at ,1\1 coL1l,i 11ot se tl1e al L11· !it '",.. 
wl1ile it sta1·ecl us j11 t}Je fa ·e, ,,·e l ot1l l l o j t of• 
})ity for tl1e ,,r1'etcl1ed i1nlJecj]it)1 of Olli' 111i11d . ] Ltt did 
we see it, a11cl still ]) rsi. t i1l t11'gi11 o 1r £ 11 ,,, 111 11 to 
l'eceive at1(l ,1en 1·ate it; 110 1)e1·0-J1 of d t.., tatio11 110 
, el1e1ne11ce of censt11� , cou lcl g 011e l1ai1· 1)1· acltl1 1Je­
)7011d 0L1r c1e1ner1t. _ iost jtJ t is 1l1e a .. ..,.., I'tio11, a11d 11011e
sl1all tal{e tl1e leacl of t1s i11 d fe11di11g it a ai11 tall as ail­
ants, tl1at tl1e bjb]e ,, as 11 , 1· cl :isi 11 cl IJ)' its utl1or 
to di 1)a1·age tl1at 1·easo11 \,1l1icl1 I1e l1as gi,, n lJs· lJy 
wl1ich, as our 11oble J)ri,1ilege, 11 l1as 1·ajs cl Ll alJo tl1e 
brtttes tl1at pe1'isl1, a11d 1·e11de1'ecl l]S a cot111table ttl � cts 
of l1is n1oral go,·er111nen t. But 1 ,)7 ,,·I1at 111 ar1s a11 
tl1e idea be der11011sti-at cl to 1)e se]1:.co11tracli to1·;', Ol' i11 
a11y otl1er \t\ray al)st1rd, tl1at t.l1e i11fi11it G·od 111aJ' be, i11 
diife1·ent res1)ects, 011e a11d 1no1'e tl1a11 011e; so fa1· fo1·tl1, 
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disgust, and sorro,\·: and the iinage l resents itself of 
n1en gravely and busily at ,vork in trying to annihilate 
tl1e 111igl 1ty cata11act of tl1e Niaga1·a b)1 ca tit1g st1·,a,\·s U} on 
its face. All tl1is ,,rl1i le, ot11· inclustriot1s a1lti-tri11ita1·ia11 
critics vaunt their S) ste111 as pure, uncotrupt d bristi­
anity; and announce tl1en1selves as the only peo1 le, 
a1nono- profes ing Christians, ,vho \vorshi1 one G d al n 
By natural consequence, \\e are n1ade to 1 ar th title of 
t1·itl1eists i 11 tl)ei1· ,rocallLttar). 'l"' J1ejr 11Ja)r 1�ol'·1J ar to a1·-
11aio-n t1s as l1)111oc1·ites: l)t1t as to tl 1e � LlJ r 111 1 .. i1111 or·­
ta11t co1Jcc1·11 ot· tl1e for111�t1jo11 of ou1· 1· ligio1J1s 1· cl� tli )""

charge us, in effect, ,vith an an1ount of h di s n s or 
stu1 iclity ,vhich "ould deprive us of ven th lo" Ii ..,t 
pretensions to th" ·haract r of rational b in • p n 
this usage on their part, our 11 otions ar, not tho of 
1·ese11t111 n11t, lJut f de 1 \J 0\11lilise1·· tio11 fi r tll • t t of
tl 1eir soL1ls. 111e a,� ft11 da is co111in ,,l1i 11 ,,·ill ttle 
the entire di pute lr-t,,., n • the1n an I us 1 ,·� d:: 01 d 
tlie 111er·its of it a1·., ,, ell e. ti111ated i1 tl1i JJr s 111 li� lJ_1
all ,, .. lJo l"e ei, e tl1e l \' of tl1e trL1tl1 tl1at tl1 ,, 111a l 
sa, d. 

.. . 

3. TJ1e ]ast ,ol .. jectio11 '" l1ic] ·l1all l 1·ir1g; t . ot11· 110-
tice is, tl)at tl1e do 1r·i11 of tl1 11'i11it 1 is a1 ai1· r 111 ti 11 
a n1erely ·urious SJ ·ulation· utt rl_;in on ruou· 1 r hi 
reaso11, to e,· 1')7 jL1 t id a f o 1r l ri tia11 fait11. lt i 
assertecl tl1at, e ""Ce} ti11g it t rid ric. to £ 111 11t t il. 0111 
a11cl l)itt 1· 01Jt1·0, ersi , \\r]1i 11 \\ e 111a .. r a,,,oid if ,,. 
p!easc, aud ,vhi h it \\' r b ti. r to a, id 1 r the �ak of 
J)Cace, tl1is do t1·i11e a 1111 t i11 a11)' \,·a}r i1 fits 11 L11· 
l1earts, 11or 111oclif)7 OLll' ·or1d�1ct; tl1at ,\ e ai·e 11ot i11 a 111 -
ral \·te\,1, 1�en ]er cl itl,e1· lJett 1· or· \1\101·se 1 )' OLll" acl i tio11 
01· 1·ej ctio11 of it; a1Jd tl1 1·efo1�e tl1at, r • 11 cl 11ot �,�-��l LJ..._..­

]icitot1s allot1t it, a11 i 0L1gl1t 11ot to st111110s tl1at it inal 
a11y 11a1·t of tl1e re\r latio11 ,,1l1i 11 God l1a I ut i11to our 
ha11cls. 

N o,v t}1'is acco111111odr1ti1Jg, ]atitt1cli11ar·ja11 ta1lc sou11cl to 
our ears 1·atl1er sti·ang ly. l-Ie1·e 111t;1st be a fresl1 i11• 
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ceives this holy volun1e as the gift of God know that 
it \Vas besto,ved upon us f ot· purposes far different from 
that of fostering and gt·atifying an idle, e, er roving cui·i--
osity-? Yes, assuredly; and ,ve say that ,ve derive fron1 
tl1e cloctri 11e ,�·l1icl1 I l1ave l)ee11 defending not barel)1

so111e i 11tellectt1al l�no,v ]edge of' tl1e 11att1re of tl1e ete1�11al 
God, but also 1nany vastly i1nportant J ractical advanta­
ges. ,v e look upon this doctrine as the soul of th • bi­
ble. ,i\T e feel 1l1at if ou1· faitl1 i11 th t1·i11it)r V\1 1·e ta1re11 
a,, ay, our b st principles of action in thi ,, orld ,vould, 
in the t\vinkling of an eye, lo�e their po'ili r, and all our 
hopes in r f erenc to the "orld to co1ne ,Yould sink into 
i r1·er11 eel ir1 bl e clesola tio11. 

Tl1is is clea1·l} a c1uestion of fact a11d .. r1)e1·i llC ' to 
be decided by the rn diun1 of te tin1011. • nd ,vh n 
,ve u11d i·tal�e t rr1al{e ot1t Sll 11 a deci io11 LlJ 011 it, , e 
clai 111 011] to lJ allo,,� l tl10s� 0111111011 fa Ltlties '" l11cl1 
e11ab]e a 1na11 to l r1O, r !1i � o, r1 aft tio11s and 1noti,·e�, 

•' 

ru1d tl1at con1111011 l101)e ... t r \lll1! 11 e1 tit] s a,, itne t 1· -
<lit '\i ·licn be speal s of ·thin,__ ,,,,l1i 11 '-#''-'1111e u11cler l1is 
deliberate ol)ser\7cttion. l:> rl1a11 ot11· ad\ l' a1·ies ,, i]J 
ad t11it 0L1r· lair11 to tl1 r1t1a]ifi ations, ar1d J e1·11a1 s tl1 
,vill 11ot. Be tl)at a it 111a)r, I d e11 it 011e 11r iou 1·e­
:\-vard of n1y l resent labour to kno,v that, in uu rin thi • 
testin1ony, I an the r presentativ f n1y l elo\· d l re­
tl11·e11 a11d ist-1·s i11 tl1 Loi· l \\1l10 sL11·1·0L111 1d 1110 11 1· 
a11d of all tl1e 111illio11s of bi 1 01 le \\ l) a1· att r I 
abroad upon tl1e fac · of th artb. 'o,v xt n i,· , 
a11cl 110\¥ d �li0·l1tful, is tl1i OfilllllJl)ion! 

,,v e t,estif j tl1e11, tl)at ou1· I' 'l. 1 · 11 1ce for tl1 " Pr•itteil 
• 

"'01 .. d of Goel, a11d Ollr lo v of it, a1· il1'""',..I a1·abl. r i11t r-
\,10ven \'\1itl1 0L1r belief of 111 t1·iu11 l1ara t 1'". \ e 1· -
cei \'e tl1e bil)le as a ,i\ 01·lc of di, i11 i11 l i1·ation tl11·ou 11• 
out; tl1e 0111y i11fallible, a11d ir1 all 11tial 1Joi11t tl1e 
plai ri and perspicuous rule of our faith , nd 1 :acti e.,-
Tl1is ,ve could 11ot do, it

,. 

,, e r j cte l 1l1 1e clo t1·i11 of 
the trinity; if ,ve discarded the unit) of Jehovah, or the 
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He gives us the animating, still gr<Jnving hope that, under 
the directio11 of tl1is. ,vi se ancl fc1itl1ful guide, we s11all 
reael1 tl1e 11eve1· fadi11g paradise of felicit}, abO\'e the 
sl{ies. 

Bc1t ,ve mt1st extend tl1is testimOD)', b1·etl11·en, Jret 
son1e\vl1at fa1·tl1e1�. ,�re \,1ill e11ter i11to s0111e ] artict1lars 
;\Vl1icl1 are ir1tere ting i11 110 01·cli11ary degree, a11d ,,,I1icl1 
a1·e 1)e1·fectl.)r co11clt1si\�e as to tl1e olJjectio11 u11cle1· co11-

sider·atio11. 
Tl1e bible exl1i1)its to us a God glo1·ioL1s i11 ]1,oline s, 

,vho rules in spotless ri 0·liteousness the , ·orld ,,rhi h he 
l1as 1nade. It lays ]Jefore t1s l1is 11101·al ]a, , a code 1nost 
jt1st, a11d exce di11cr]y bl'·oad i11 it cle111 11d. tl} 011 us; 
)rea, 1nost S]Jjritt1al a1Jcl l1ear·t-seaJ' ]1i11g as it takes co -
niza11ce oi .. tl1e i1J1J1ost J'ec sse aLJd l1idd ll 111otions of 
ot1r sot1ls, a '\i\7ell as of all ou1· ,,i ilJle a 1 tiori . Tl10 1Jible 
cl1a1·ges us ,

i

1.ritl1 a d -1Jr<1,r d natu1·e, tull f 11111ity a11d 
1·ebeJlior1 a��1i11st Goel oi1r 1\1 a l{et· a11 l 0111· ] 11 f·a tor,· 

LJ 

a11d V\�itl1 a tL1�1l t1·a11sg1·e sio11., i,1 tl1011glJt ,,, 1�d, a11d 
deed, 11101· i111)t1111l)er tl1a11 t11 l1ai1·s of 0L1r 11 ·ads: and 
it asst11·es t1s tl1at Goel J,:110\, s tl1is d ] 1·a, it)r f ours in 
all its vil ness a11cl 1na!i 11it} • s e 1 ,, r 011 of OLll" sins 
i11 all its i1�ct1111 ta11ces of a gra,1atior1� at1 1d 1J1·011ounces 
arrai11st t1s tl1e di 111a 1 ii10 se11te11ce tl1at \Ve d s 1·\ l1is, en­
geance tl1rot1gl1 tl1e ages of an intc1·111i11alJle xiste11ce. 
A 11d ,1.1 l1e11 ti 1 ese tl1ing are b1·0 1gl1t 110111 to ou1· lJ0s0111 
ot1r. o,:vn reasor1 decla1· s tl1at tl1e)1 are all t1·ue, and bind 
tl1·e1n do,v11 Ll))011 us as sol 1110 r aliti . Tb 11Jore vs. e 
reflect, let �t 011ly be ion ':\"itl1 a11 u1)1·jgl t s1 ;l'·it, tl1e 1nore 
a1·e ,,·e o, e1·-v 1l1 � ln1ed ,, itl1 tl1e co11 iction tl1at ,l\ e are lo..;t 
ancl t111done i11i1e1·s i11 tl1e siglJt ofGod, f1·0111 ,, l1ose eye and 
l\'l1ose a1·111 tl1ere is 1'.lo \vay of escaJJe. 11cl no,, tl1e an -
ious i11quir)r aI·ises, fa1" above all ea1·tl1ly a11 ri ti , ,,rhat ,,,ill 
become of" t1s? Ho,1t1 sl1all \\1e stand, i11 ou1· si11s, at tl1 
t1·ibt11ilal of t11is terri'l)le God? 1-Io,v sl1all \\ , , l1ose prQ,-. 

jvocations ha\7e been hea1)ed up lilce mot111tail1s before 
him, obtai11 l1is })l�otection agai11st eternal 1ni e1'",Y a11cl des-
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