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OFFICE: 
No. 1015 Main street, opposite the Tost Office. 
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TERMS: 
Three Dollars a year; six months, $1.50 

three months, 75 cents; payable in advance. 

Payments may be made to local agents wher- 
ever practicable; all ministers of our Church are 

authorised to act as such. Or by checks, Post- 
office money orders, or letters Registered by 
Postmaster.' Otherwise it mast be at the risk ot 
the party sending it. 

Obituaries charged at ten cents a line. The 
party sending can make the estimate by count- 
ing eight words to a line. Payment in advance. 

Advertising rates furnished on application to 
the office. 

Communications and letters on business should 
be addressed to Central Presbyterian, Box 
37, Richmond, Va. 

Richardson & Southall, 
Editors and Proprietors. 

Entered at the Post-Office at Richmond, Va., as 

second-class matter.] 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Letter from New York. 

New York, September 4, 79. 
Messrs. Editors,—In the Life of Dr. 

Archibald Alexander, by his son, Rev. 
Dr. James W. Alexander, may be found, 
on page 544, a letter from him to Rev. 
Wm. Hornblower, dated Princeton, Jan- 

uary 11th, 1844, on the occasion of his 
ordination, from which the following is an 

extract— 
But though I cannot be with you, you shall 

have mv prayers, and I will give you the text 
from which I think I should preach if I were 

there,—‘the poor have the gospel preached to 
them.’ If you will take this text for your guide 
in your pastoral duties, I think I may promise 
vnn nuVMM Christ cave it as one of the certain 
proofe of his Messiahship, and there is no better 
evidence that any minister is servant of this 
Messiah, than that he makes the poor the special 
object of his ministry.” 

The Presbytery of New York has for a 

long time past 1>een agitated as to the 
metnods in which the gospel can be made 
to reach the poor in this great city, 
through the Presbyterian ministry. The 
difficulties are so great, that some have 
thought that they are inherent to the 
Presbyterian system. These difficulties 
are not peculiar to the work of our Church 
in this city. 

Candid minded Presbyterian Christians 
in all sections of the United States will 
most likely admit that, however beautiful 
is our system of Church Government, and 
however well educated our ministry, and 
intelligent our laity, we do fail in this 
one thing, precn'king the gospel to the 

poor. 
The failure in this particular in the 

light of the text from which the venerable 
Dr. Alexander proposed to preach, is a 

very great failure. An apology for it 
somewhat like this, is occasionally made: 
That the mission of the Presbyterian 
Church, in the providence of Goa, is to 

preserve a pure theology in a form of 
sound wor^s, and to carry the ministra- 
tions of the gospel to the middling, well- 
to-do, and more intelligent classes of so- 

ciety. If this is the mission of our Church, 
it is- outside of the command of the Mas- 
ter, and is ordained on no higher author- 
ity than that of Church tradition. This 
idea, if entertained at all, can only be by 
very few, while the great number of Pres- 
byterian Christians would be glad to see 

the noor more largely receiving the gos- 

pel through the channel of our Church. 
The difficulties are practical; let us glance 
at them in this city. We have between 

thirty and forty organized Presbyterian 
churches on Manhattan Island, (Mission 
chapels not included,) of these fully one- 

half are located on Fifth, Madison, Fourth, 
and Park avenues, and on the side streets 
between Sixth and Fourth avenues,—all 
of these avenues and side streets are cen- 

ters of fashion and wealth, and I need not 
tell you that the architecture of the 

.•h.urcW and the rents of the pews are in 
keeping with their neighborhoods. The 
churches on the side streets, out of the 
precincts of fashion, are in the main much 
pressed to maintain existence. Pew rents 
must be kept up in these more humble 
churches on about the scale that existed 
forty years back in the leading Presbyte- 
rian churches of the city. The rate of 
pew rent excludes the real poor—the 
large class whose daily wages just eke out 
food and clothing. We nave therefore 
come to this understanding of the case, 

namely: first, that it is not expected, per- 
haps not desired, that the poor, either 
well-to-do or distressed, shall attend the 
wealthy churches on the avenues and 
fashionable side streets. The appoint- 
ments of these churches, the handsomely 
dressed congregations, and at some of 
them processions of elegant carriages, 
would probably keep the humbler class 1 

away if the seats were free. Second, in' 
second-class churches (excuse the descrip-, 
tiou, it explains what we all understand) j 
the constant and urgent want for money 
to meet expenses, makes it clear that all 
who come must pay for a sitting if not 
half of a pew. and so the struggling poor1 
are of necessity kept away. 

For a full understanding of our diffi- 

culty it is proper to state that our well- 
to-do and wealthy laity, do not as a rule, 
attend any but the churches on the ave- 

nues and fashionable side streets; the 
humbler or second-class churches have no 

rich or influential people to fall back on 

in a money crisis. 
It would be a great injustice to the 

pastors of the wealthy churches and to 
their flocks, to say that they had not long 
ago, twenty-five years since, observed the 
drift of things, and have aimed to meet it 
bv the establishment of mission chapels 
and Sabbath Schools in the neglected 
parts of the city which exist as pendants 
of the parent churches, some of which 
have as many as three or four chapels and 
Sabbath Schools, others one or two. The 
support of these pendants is literally very 

liberally provided for by the parent 
churches. Where there are chapels they 
have been built by the parent church, 
and a stated supply for preaching is em- 

ployed, a committee of session receives 
converts at the chapel, these converts join 
the parent church but attend at the chap- 
els, and to this extent there is a separation 
between rich and poor. Young people 
from the parent church work in the mis- 
sion Sabbath Schools, but they do not 
attend the preaching service there, but 
hasten back when school is over to hear 
their own distinguished and edifying pas- 
tors. The missionary or preacher in 
charge of the mission chapel is in fact a 

curate, and here comes trouble; he knows 
and we all know that his position is, far 
as it goes, contrary to the claim of our 

Church for a parity of the ministry—and 
it is n running sore. Only one of the 
mission chapels, according to my recollec- 
tion, has within the past twenty-five 
years blossomed intonn organized church, 
and this, after a struggling and painful 
life, has been disbanded by Presbytery 

of this chapel in passing into a church, 
with its unhappy fate has, I think, con- 

j firmed the pastors and sessions of the pa- 
| rent churches in a determination to resist 
the organization of churches out of the 

1 chapels. I am not prepared to question 
their judgment any more than I could 
the judgment of a wealthy and indulgent 
father, who having maintained his son 

I from infancy up to twenty-five or thirty 
years of age, declines to start him at that 

! period in life to make his own living, 
1 without experience or business education. 

The difficulties attending the matter of 
t reaching the masses through our Presby- 
I terian ministry, have culminated in New 
York from the circumstances of our large 

i population, but these difficulties are latent, 
if not germinal in regard to all communi- 

i ties open to the work of our Church. 
It is questionable whether in any of 

the four Presbyterian churches in Rich- 
mond, the laborer at the Tredegar Works, 
or the journeyman shoemaker, or the 
striker at the blackmith’s anvil, would or 

could be made to feel at home even if he 
had money to pay pew rent. Not having 
the money the question is settled as to 
their attendance at the Presbyterian 
church. Dr. Alexander lays down the 
proposition that there is no better evi- 
dence that a minister of the gospel is a 

servant of the Messiah than that he 
makes the poor the special object of his 
ministry, and his position is incontestable 
according to the work and words of our 

! Lord. It is certainly just as true, that 
the best evidence that the Church is doing 
its true work is that all its arrangements 
tend to carrying its ministrations to the 
poor, i ms must* oe a prime oojeci. oociai 

distinction, differences in worldly position, 
and in money condition, are natural bars 
to fulfilling this mission of the Church of 
Christ. They do present serious obstacles. 

It is not pleasant to cleanly, well- 
dressed people, to sit alongside of toil- 
worn and ill-washed flesh, but it is sur- 

prising how these difficulties vanish when 
the heart is fixed on the work of the 
Lord. In the Moody and Sankey meet- 

1 ings here at Gilmore’s Garden some years 
ago we had a striking proof of this. In 
those meetings all classes, conditions, and 
colors met, anti sat side by side without 
jostle or discomfort. Social distinction 
and difference in dress were all forgotten. 

In another letter, with your leave, I 
shall endeavor to show by the work of 
some branches of the Christian Church 
here in carrying, the gospel to the poor 
without a separation of classes, that a 

plan is practicable. ^ 
Yours respectfully, Maxiiattax.W 

Letter from Powhatan County, Va. 

Messrs. Editors,—At Genito, which is 
a mission field of the Powhatan Presby- 
terian church, and situated near the Rich- 
mond & Danville Railroad, services have 
recently been protracted which resulted 
in much good; causing many hearts to 

rejoice that sinners have been converted, 
and saints comforted and strengthened. 
The services began on the 5th Sabbath of 

August, and were continued until Friday 
night of the some week. 

In the presence of a very large and at- 
tentive audience on Sabbath evening, Dr. 
John B. Wily was regularly set apart 
with prayer and the laying on of the 
hands of the Session, to the office of rul- 
ing elder. 

During the week, thdmeeting wa.^B 
attended, especially at night, and the 
pel was preached in a very simple, but 
earnest manner .by t£e pastor and the 
Rev. Mr. Denny of Amelia C. H. 

Sinners heard the glad news with at- 
tention and to some hearts it carried home 
a deep conviction of sin, from which they 
were simply directed for ’.elief to the Sa- 
viour lifted upon the cross. As many as 

six fled for refuge to lay^ld upon Him 
for the remission of then v'-is and eternal 
life, and were made happy and satisfied. 
Others are now serious, and prayers are 

being made in their behalf by Christian 
men and women who attended and so 

much enjoyed the services. 
May we not hope then, since there is 

virtue in prayer, that dthers will become 
satisfied in due time, aMv unite themselves 
with the people of GooDj Of tht; six who 
became satisfied five wiVl^uo ioin the Pres- 
bvterian church. I' 

All Christians who tftt^iaed~tlie meet- 

ing felt that it was g<?«wfor them to be 
there; that they were revved, were com- 

forted, and sent on thfll way rejoicing. 
We give God the glory v it all, and pray 
that He may still pourMthis grace more 

bountifully upon the Geuito field. 
B. HjpUPUY, Pastor. 
• ** "•* 

Tabor Manse, Albe inrie County, Va. 

• The readers of the11 ylentral have not 

forgotten the vivid picture of the Presby- 
terianism of the old time, about Medium's 
River and Mountain Plains in Albemarle, 
drawn for them by <T, Marshal McCue, 
Esq. His narrative showed them how 
our cause had been on an ebb-tide, now, 
for fifty years, the waters receding, as it 
were, into a narrow*,? bound near Rock- 
fish Gap, forfeiting ihe old stronghold at 
Mountain Plains to another denomination. 
.out, ior me last two yours, me nev. nugn 
Henry and the yoirfjg Tabor church have 
gallantly resolved that the old ground 
shall be re-occupied- *md the waters are 

flowing back in a|$£r Killing wave. Tabor 
church, but a few fogies from the old 

headquarters, has refit ted, at a great 
expense; and is ndOTKled by a good con- 

gregation. A g<M^ftaodest manse, ad- 
mirably situateqS^Rflillsboro, and near 

the church, is ui^j^Rof, and the title to 
the ground secur^^Wie Tabor people are 

a “feeble folk,'Jit^§i3|p conies, “yet they 
make their hflMBgAt'f.be rocks." Their 
stieiigTh * They 
need help, and they deserve help. They 
ask for but little, for their aims are hum- 
ble. I would suggest, for them, that each 
one of us help them to the amount of a 

dollar; and as they have a great deal of 
Scotch blood in their veins, remind them 
of the old Scotch saw, Mony a mickle 
maks a muckle.” Especially do I call on 

the descendants of Elder William Woods, 
and their connexions; of the Wallaces, 
Pi Isons, and Way lands, in the Valley, 
far and near, to throw in their mite. Send 
it to the Rev. Hugh Henry, Greenwood 
Depot, Va. R. L. Dabney. 

NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES. 

North Side, Sept. 13th, 1879. 
I have been preaching in Columbia occasion 

ally for two years, and on the fifth Sunday of 
August began a protracted meeting there. In 

spite of bad weather the congregations were good, 
and attention very good. Rev. Dr. Bell, the 

evangelist of our Presbytery, was present and 
a£KU>iA?u in au mt* aeiviirco which whuuuuu ulhu 

Thursday night. As one result of our meeting, 
a list of sixteen names was drawn up petitioning 
West Hanover Presbytery to organize a church 
at Columbia, to be called the Rivanna church. 
Besides these, several other persons testified their 
purpose to join this church when organized. Ar- 

rangements were also made for the regular sup- 
ply of the incipient church with stated services. 
Our friends of the Baptist and Episcopal church 
shewed us much kindness and seemed to enjoy 
all the services very greatly. 

Fraternally yours, L. B. Johnston. 

Crockett, Texas, Sept, 3d, 1879. 
Messrs. Kditnrs,—I have to report to you that 

by direction of Presbytery I visited recently the 
town of Orange, Orange county, where we have 
a small organization, organized last year. I 
found Orange a flourishing place of probably 
1,300 or 2,000 inhabitants. It is on the Sabine 
River and also on the Houston & New Orleans 
Railroad. The town has seven or eight large 
steam saw mills and shingle mills in constant 

operation. An immense quantity of lumber is 

shipped both by water and by rail. The town 
is improving and so also is Beaumont on the 
same Railroad. An energetic and faithful Pres- 
byterian minister is greatly needed there. A 
man of small family or no family would suit 
best. For further information, correspondents 
may address me at this place. 

Yours truly, S. F. Tenney. 

There were five additions to the church of 
Locust Bottom on the Sabbath succeeding the 
meeting of Montgomery Presbytery in that 
place. 

On last Sabbath there' were livd additions to 
the Presbyterian church at Ashland, of which 
Rev. W. F. Bishop is the pastor. 

There were five conversions during the past 
week at the Broad Street M-thodist church, of: 
this city, and the special services will be contin- 
ued this week. Special services will also he 
continued at Union Station church this week. 

At the Presbyterian church the morning ser- 

mon of the 7th inst., was [ reached by Rev. J. A. 
Waddell, late of Lexington. The usual evening 
service was conducted bv the pastor. On this 
occasion the Rev. Mr. Petrie delivered a beau- 

tiful and interesting discourse on " Forgiveness” 
At the morning service two young ladies con- 

nected themselves with the church.—Charlottes- 
ville Jeffersonian. 

Rev. W. A. Alexander, licentiate of Central 

Mississippi Presbyter}’, and graduate of last class 

in Princeton Seminary, has accepted an invita- 

tion from Lexington and Franklin churches, 
Holmes county, Miss. 

On Sabbath, September 1st, Rev. R. C. Garri- 

son, aided by Messrs. Sherrill, Caldwell and Mc- 

Curdy, closed a deeply interesting meeting of 
nine days, at Rector chapel, in Wilson connty. 
Results—nineteen added to the communing 
membership of the church: a whole congrega- 
tion encouraged, and drawn more closely to- 

gether in bonds of love and harmony: an aged, 
faithful minister strengthened and rejoiced.— 
Long have he and the faithful ones around him 
been sowing in tears; now they arc gathering 
the sheaves with joy.—Texas Presbyterian. 

Evangelistic Report.—Central Texas and 

Dallas Presbyteries, for August, 1879.— 
Traveled in private conveyance 279 miles; 
preached 12 times; had others preach formed 
times; received members on certificate 5, on ex- 

amination 2; baptized adults, 1; baptized chil- 
dren, 2; collected for evangelistic Fund, $40.55; 
for other objects, $7; traveling expenses $14.70. 
1 have not been able to get another horse yet, 
and have been prevented from taking an extend- 
ed tour. I hope to be able to visit Grayson, 
Wise and Jack counties during September. 

Brethren, pray for me. W. S. Johnson. 
Texas Presbyterian. 
The following action was taken at a called 

meeting of the Presbytery of Central Texas, Sep- 
tember 3rd. 

2ii uit? request oi nev. vv. o. Jonnson, ms re- 

lation to this Presbytery, as evangelist, was dis- 
solved. Presbytery expressed their confidence 
in brother Johnson and tendered him their 
thanks for his faithful services while evangelist 
of this Presbytery.—Ih. 

Rev. L. B. Chaney writes to the Texas Pres- 
byterian from Weatherford, Texas, August 27th: 

Since I wrote to you we have had five addi- 
tions to our church, four on profession of faith 
and one by letter. Two of these were received 
this week. Rev. W. S. Johnson, our evangelist, 
has been with me four or five days, and preach- 
ed six sermons and assisted in the celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper last Sunday. 

The church has been closed three-fourths of 
the time since the mindle of May on account of 
my absence and sickness. Still we are growing.” 

Augusta, Ky.—The following is an extract 
from a letter of Rev. J. M. Evans: “We have 
been worshipping with our Northern brethren. 
The church was sadly in need of repairs. We 
could get no compromise that would give us a 

title to any part of the proporty. We were op- 
posed to law suits, and determined to build— 
giving our brethren possession of the property. 
We have secured a lot and contracted for a house. 
We will be compelled to ask some assistance 
from our brethren." 

He does not authorize any appeal for aid, but 
we suspect the church will not refuse any assist- 
ance that may be sent. The address of Rev. 
Mr. Evans is Augusta, Ky.—Eds. 

Christian Observer. 

Friendship Church, Ala.—Rev. W. A. Slay 
maker writes: We have just closed a meeting 
at Friendship, my cane brake church, in which, 
for the country, we had a great blessing. Dr. 
Raymond assisted me on Sunday, and received 
eleven persons into the communion of the church, 
and several more will unite with hurches wnr. 

shipping with us in the same building. Three 
persons will unite with us before next commun- 

ion.—lb. 

A church, consisting of twelve members, was 

organized in the northern part of Hempstead 
county, Ark., on the fifth Sabbath of August, by 
a committee of Ouachita Presbytery. Messrs. J. 
W. Stewart and L. Ii. Rainmage were elected 
and installed as elders. It was named Shady 
Grove church.—lb. 

Rev. W. J. Lapsley writes: “We have just 
closed a meeting in my church at Troy, (Ky.,) 
in which we were greatly blessed. Christians 
were greatly revived and strengthened and six- 
teen precious souls were added to the church on 

profession of faith. Dr. J. Lapsley McKee, of 
Danville, Ky., was with us, and preached the 
gospel with great earnestness, simplicity and 
power. He greatly endeared himself to all our 

hearts.— lb. 

A correspondent under date of September 3d, 
writes: " A two days’ meeting at Providence 
church (Miss.,) closed last night, The pastor, 
Rev. A. McCallum, was assisted by Rev. D. A. 
Planck, of Port Gibson. There were eight addi- 
tions to'tlie church, and the hearts of God's peo- 
ple much enconragcd. An effort was made on 

Saturday night, to burn the church building, hut 
its name indicates the means of its preservation." 

Christian Observer. 

Gustos, S. C.—Rev. W. T. Jacobs writes: 
This church, at its last communion, received nine 
members. The church now numbers a hundred 
and twenty-two, a hundred of them being in this 
little village, "ft hen I came, fifteen years ago, 
Iresh from the Seminary, I found only nine Pres- 
byterian- in the village. 1 am grateful to say 
that of the fifty families residing in the little 
town, thirty-eight now belong to the Presbyte- 
rian flock.—lb. 

Episcopal. 
Danville, Va—Church of the Epifhanv. 

—The Rev. G. W. Dame, M. D., who has been 
rector of this parish for the last thirty-eight 
years, and who is the honored father pf three 
sons in the holy ministry, has been most efficient 
not only in building up his own parish, but also 
in reviving several languishing churches in the 

neighborhood. 
His address at the laying of the corner-stone 

for a new church, which has been already briefly 
mentioned, was full of historical interest, alike 
with reference to the position of the Church in 
the State of Virginia, and also in reference to 
the parish of which he has so long been the faith- 
ful rector. 

The following extracts will give some idea of 
an address which was in all respects most admir- 
able. 

The Church in Virginia suffered, however, so 

luilcli froiri lh<* odium rvliiAi to her as 

having been, in colonial days, established by 
English law, that, as Dr. Dame says, 

•' almost 
the entire people were against her, and the cry 
was, 'Down with the Church.’ The finger of 
scorn was pointed at our ninety ministers, and, 
for peace, they had to resign their places, join 
some other Church, or go away. So effective was 

the work against the Church, that in 1815 she 
was reported in General Convention as liopeless- 
lessly dead. And Chief-Justice John Marshall, 
himself a Churchman, stated soon after this that 
‘she was dead and could never rise again.’ 

But it was designed, in the providence of God, 
that this dead Church of 1815-1820 should "come 
forth from her grave to the fulness of life through 
the power of the Spirit of God." "Sim has al- 

ready given to the Church about twenty bishops, 
and I think about four hundred ministers. She 
has one hundred and forty at work on her own 

soil, has had missionaries in Europe, Asia, and 

Africa, and has now fifteen thousand communing 
members.—C'h u rohman. 

Abstract of Reports.—The following ab- 
stract of parochial reports is derived from the 

1 Journal of the fifty-seventh annual convention 
of the Episcopal diocese of Georgia: Number of 
parishes and missions, 44; number of families, 
1,899; individuals, or members of parishes, 8,- 
817; baptisms during the last conventional year, 
546—of which 107 were adult; continuations, 
372; communicants, 4,171; Sunday School 
teachers, 349; Sunday School scholars, 2,702; 
parish-school teachers, 15; parish-school scholars, 
248. Value of Church property : 

11 Church build- 
ing,” $224,350 ; rectories, $36,600; other Church 
property, $32,900; total value of Church pro- 
perty, $293,850. Amount of rectors’ salaries, 
$20,680. Contributions: Amount of rectors’ 
salaries paid $20,474.09; communion alms, $3,- 
684.94; other parochial expenditures, $39,233.- 
79; diocesan missions, $2,537.76; domestic mis- 
sions, $431.30; foreign missions, $494.08; bish- 

op’s salary, 3,818; convention expenses, $868; 
| for permanent episcopal fund, $330.S8: for 
widows' and orphans’ fund, $389.80; other extra 

parochial objects, $7,664.37; total of contribu- 
tions, $79,927.01. 

Northern Presbyterian. 
At the communion services held during the 

month of August, in the churches of Fowler and 
Benton, Ind., Rev. D. R. Love, pastor, seven- 

teen persons were received to church member- 

ship, mostly heads of families and on profession 
of faith. In connection with th»«e services, fif- 
teen children were baptized. 

The churches at Mound City and Craig, Mo., 
have been greatly blessed under the pastorate of 
Rev. Duncan Brown, ninety-five members hav- 

ing been added to the membership within two 

| years- 
Contributions are asked by the Presbyterian 

■ Board of Foreign Missions to makegood the loss 
the Board has met with throuch the failure of 
Stuart & Co., their London banker*. Thi* bank 
for twenty-two years paid the drafts of the Board, 
and charged neither commission nor postage for 
doing it. 

Congregationalism in Kansas.—The Min 
ute* of the last meeting of the Kansas State As- 
sociation give a total of 165 churches in that 
State, a gain of thirteen over last year, of which 
145 are supplied; ministers, 125, of whom S9 are 

supplying churches, and 14 are without charge 
There have been five ordinations, and a gain of 
eleven over last year. Church members, 5,758, 
of whom 1,006 have been added during the year, 
555 on profession, a gain of 551. The bencvo 
lent contributions amounted to $3,580; and 
church expenses to $56,902. Sixteen churches 
have been organized and four dropped. 

Dr. Alden said a few days ago that he realized 
that it cost something to be a missionary, after 
sitting down one evening and talking with Dr. 
and Mrs. Crawford, whose son goes to Turkey. 
These parents, however, acquiesce cheerfully in 
his decision. 

The Congrajationalisl, speaking of Audover 
Seminary, says that this school of the prophets 
opened with an unusual attendance, the largest 
for many years, although the exercises of the 
special course arc discontinued. 

Rev. G. W. Yancey, a minister of the gospel 
of the Campbellite faith in Louisville, Ky., com- 

menced recently a series of sermons on the evils 
of the city, which strongly suggests a study of 
the recent discoveries of the pastor of the Brook- 
lyn Tabernacle, 

Henry Ward Beecher preached his last sermon 
of the season at the mountains, at Fabyan 
House, New Hampshire, September i4th. Ex- 
cursion trains ran on the Boston, Concord and 
Montreal and Cortland and Ogdensburg Rail 
roads, bring ng large numbers of persons. About 
one thousand Jisteued to the sermon. 



WEDNESDAY, September 17, 1879 

For the Central Presbyterian. 
LIFE. 

O life, how it seems as an ocean! 

And the soul as a boat on the sea— 

A wave tossed bark on an ocean, 

That rolls between darkness and day. 

Two shores bound the noise of that ocean, 
Two shores break the foam of the wave, 

One lies at the dawning of spirit, 
And one at the verge of the grave. 

There stand many rocks in that ocean, 
Great walls in the storm ot the way, 
Oh! vast, dark mountains of sorrow, 

That cast their cold frown on the sea. 

Oh! desolate boat on that ocean, 

Damp and cold; from the chill of thy morn 

T» wander through life’s long winter, 
With sails all broken and torn; 

Yet there come many boats on that ocean, 

And some have strayed far from the way, 
And some have grown weary of rowing, 
And some have sunk under the sea. 

But there came, long ago, on that ocean, 

One that feared not the tempest and roar, 
* And the great ocean ceased from its tossing 

And calmed at the touch of the oar. 

0 wonderful dawn, o’er that ocean! 

That shall break through the mist of the wave, 
When the voice of the angel of judgment, 
Shall wake the dead sleep of the grave. 

0 life, how it seems as an ocean! 

And the soul as a boat on the sea— 

A wave-tossed bark on an ocean, 
That rolls between darkness and day. 

Hubert T. Houstok. 
Union, Monroe Co., W. Va. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 
How is Your Minister Supported? 

No. 4. 
We saw in our last the striking ad- 

vantages which attach to the system of 
ministerial support found in the Mosaic 
law—a system as beautiful as it is simple 
—the only system ever given to the 
Church of God. And now, that this or- 

dinance of God may be in force with us, 
it is only necessary that a church recog- 
nize the obligation to pay tithes. There 
were other offerings made by Israel to 
God besides the tithe, in which the Le- 
vites had a share. They were the sin- 

offering, the trespass-offering, the peace- 
offering. These weie all typical of Christ. 
They were fulfilled in Him, and^are dom 
away. The tithe typified nothing. If b 

remains, the system remains. The prin 
ciples of ministerial support are then un- 

changed, and we have, as the apostlt 
Paul teaches we ought to have, “the same 

ordinance respecting the ministers of tin 

gospel that God made respecting the 

priests of the law.” Whether, then, we 

are to enjoy the advantages of the system 
which we have considered or not, depends 
on our answer to the question, Is the tithe 
law still in force? Let us now address 
ourselves to this question. And first, let 
us settle a few general principles. 

STANDARD OF CONSECRATION. 

It is a truth familiar to every Chris- 
tian, that we are not our own. All that 
we are, all that we have, belongs to God. 
In this, we are on the same footing with 
the people of God, who lived before Christ. 
Thffv were called to love the Lord their 
God' with all their heart, and with all 
their soul, and with all their might. We 
can do nothing more. We enjoy greater 
light. We have higher motives. But 
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beginning until now, has been ever the 
same. We consecrate our all. 

THINGS CONSECRATED. 

This consecration of a man embraces 
four things. First, his person; second, 
the persons that belong to him; third, his 
time; fourth, his substance. Everything 
that a man can call his own falls under 
one of these four heads. 

TOKENS OF CONSECRATION. 

For each of these divisions, God re- 

quired of his people who lived before 
Christ a token, to be rendered as an ac- 

knowledgment of God’s proprietorship. 
For the consecration of the man s own 

person, the token was circumcision. For 
the consecration of his children, the token 
was the circumcision of the males, the 
natural representatives of his offspring. 
For the consecration of his time, the token 
was a stated rendering to God of one- 

seventh of all—“ the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God.” For the 
consecration of hi? substance, the token 
was a stated rendering to God of one- 

tenth of all—‘'the tithe of the land is the 
Lord’s.” By these four token?, avowal 
was made of Gods sovereignty over all 
that the man was and all that he had.* 

Under the gospel, it is generally admit- 
ted that God still requires of his people 
some visible signs of their consecration. 
Ia token of the consecration of our per- 

* It is obvious that a free will offering does 
not imply any acknowledgement of sovereignty. 
If I offer a gift to the Queen of Great Britain, I 

express my aff-ctionand good-will; but mv vol- 
untary present by no means signifies that I re- 

cognize her as my sovereign. If, however, the 
sovereign annually lays claim to a definite part 
of mv income, and I pay the tax, I confess her 
dominion over my estate. The case is the same 

between us and God. The voluntary offerings 
of the church express gratitude and love to God. 

They do not recognize his sovereignty over our 

possessions. But the tithe is an income tax 
Tue payment of this Is an ever-recurring token 
that God's right over our property is eonfessed 

sons, we are baptized. In token of the 
consecration of our children, baptism is 
administered to them. In token of the 
consecration of our time, we render to 

God one-seventh. But when we reach 
the last division, our substance, it is dis- 

puted among us whether the token of 
consecration nas not been done away. All 
agree that God still “ challenges a special 
propriety in the one-seventh of our time. 
It is now questioned, though, whether he 
still “challenges a special propriety” in 
the one-tenth of our substance. 

BELIEF OF THE EARLY CHURCH. 

We say it is questioned now. As far 
as we can learn it was never questioned 
in the Primitive Church. Passing by, for 
the present, the evidence of the New Tes- 

tament, we find that the testimony on this 

subject begins as early as Irenaeus, the 
disciple of that Polycarp who was the 
friend of John. Irenaeus, says Neander, 
was a man of a peculiarly practical turn 
of mind, zealous for the essentials of Chris- 
tianity, but moderate and liberal in all 
controversies about unessential things. In 
his work against the heretics, in which he 
tliscusses with ability the nature of Chris- 
tian liberty, and points out the true con- 

nection between the Old Testament and the 
New, Irenaeus asserts the obligation of 
Christians to render the tithe to God. This 
view of duty was embodied in the Apos- 
tolic canons, a compilation of laws in 
force among the Christian churches, which, 
according to Neander, began to be made 
about the close of the second century. It 
was held and urged by all the most emi- 
nent of the Christian fathers who followed 
Irenaeus—by Origen, by Cyprian, by Gre- 
gory Nazia’nzen, dv Hilary, by Chrysos- 
tom", by Ambrose, by Jerome, by Augus- 
tine. These men, distinguished by piety 
and learning, insisted in their writings 
and in their sermons on the duty of 
Christians to pay tithes; they rebuked 
t.hp pnvptrmsnpss that withheld from the 
Master that portion to which He chal- 
lenged a special right; and they asserted 
that the temporal prosperity of Christians 
was staked on the faithfulness with which 
they gave to God the part which was his 
due. “He has given to you nine parts/' 
said Ambrose, Dut He has reserved the 
tenth for Himself: and if you give not 
the tenth part to Him, He will tahe away 
from you the nine parts.” “Our fore- 
fathers,” said Augustine, “abounded in 
all plenty, because they gave tithes to 
God and tribute to Ca*sar; but since de- 
votion to God is decreased, the taxes of 
the state are raised upon us. We would 
not let God share in our tithes, and now 

all is taken from us. The exchequer de- 
vours what we would not give to Christ." 
The assertion has been made more than 
>nce Jin t.ur day that the revival of the 
ithe was the fruit of a corrupt age of the 

Church. The reverse of this is the fact, 
in thclearly centuries, the purer age of 
he Church,£the unvarying testimony of 

:he great, the wise, and the good, was in 

support of the divine claim to the tithe. 
It was not till about A. D. 1000, when 
he Popes, in the exercise of their corrupt 

power, began to alienate the tithes and to 

^rant exemptions from them, that this 
claim was denied. Of course Rome had 
■he right to exempt any community from 
che payment of tithes, or if she could per- 
vert the tithes to any use that might con- 

cribute to her own ends, then tithes could 
not be due to God; and so, the school- 
men invented the distinction, maintained 
till the Reformation, that the tithe was 
not jure divino, but jure ecclesiastico. 
Since the Reformation, it is the misfor- 
tune of the Protestant Churches that ev- 

ery one of the tokens of consecration 
which we have mentioned has been a mat- 
ter of dispute among ourselves. There 
are those who deny that we Presbyterians 
have been baDtized at all. It is denied 
that our children, whatever be the mode 
of baptism, have a claim to be baptized. 
By a large part of the Protestant Church- 
es in Europe, it is denied that God now 

challenges a special property in the sev- 

enth part of our time. And since these 
three tokens of consecration are all mat- 
ters of dispute, it is no strange thing that 
the fourth, that which makes directly 
against the covetousness of men, should 
also be denied. If there are good men 

who contend that our children should not 
be baptized, and that the Sabbath should 
not be held to bind, it is not wonderful 
that there are good men also who argue 
that we are not called to pay tithes. But 
from the beginning it was not so. 

It need not be said, however, that in 
matters of Christian duty, we must recur 

for our standard not to the opinions of 
men, but to the Word of God. We pro- 
pose, then, in our next to examine the 
teaching of this Word more closely as re- 

gards the law of the tithe. 
M. II. Houston. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 
Dr. Ramsey’s “Questions.” 

We have examined with care and no 

j small interest the little volume of Qucs- 
1 tkm-s on Old Testament History, by Rev- 
Dr. James B. Ramsey, late of Lynch- 
burg, I a. Revised and extended -by Rev. 
Dr. R. L. Dabney. Two such names ap- 
pended to anything, are sufficient guar- 
antee for its excellence. That such a sys- 
tem of Questions was called for, its pre- 
paration by such a man as Dr. Ramsey 
abundantly testifies. The old-fashioped 
Union Question-Books of the American 
Sunday School Union have long ago pass- 
ed out of use, as well they might; foi 
their undenominational character was noi 
calculated to recommend them to any 
class of Christians,—not to speak of tin 
imbecility of the plan on which they wen 

arranged, being indeed, from beginning 

to end, milk for babes. The little volume 
before us is compiled on a different prin- 
ciple. It“is not suggestive of merely 
child’s food, but is calculated to stimulate 
the student who really desires to investi- 

gate the history of God’s Holy Word, to 
further search and inquiry by its refer- 
ences to authorities well known in the 
Church. Occasionally the answers to 

q^itions are given, where they are of 

s^B^chronological^or historical charac- 

tjB^may not bo within the easy solu- 
tion of the ordinary Sunday School schol- 
ar ; and there are, %re and there, notes 
of a brief sort, to elucidate what may 
seem to be obscure in the Scripture text. 
The plan of division into Pcj'iods is a good 
one, and will aid in helping to emphasize 
dates. 

It will not be ‘.possible for any one to 

study the Old Testament with these Ques- 
iions as a guide^without arriving at a 

clearer idea of the great facts of its chro- 
nology, and the wonderful unity of The 
Book written by such diverse hands, at 
such widely separated periods, and cov- 

ering a space of at least ten centuries. 
Reverence for it, and confidence in its di- 
vine origin, can be the alone result of the 
closest scrutiny that can be brought to 
bear upon it. Therefore we can conceive 
of nothing better* for advanced Sunday 
School or Bible Closes, than just such a 

series of questions as are here given: and 
if this brief word Has the effect of com- 

mending the study of the Holy Scriptures 
of the Old Testament, with the aid of 
these Questions, to the schools of our 

Southern Presby tef'in Church which have 
not heretofore known of ‘mch aid, we will 
not have written in vain. M. J. P. 
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ADDRESS 
On the Laying of the Corner Stone of 

the Library Building of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, September 1st, 1879. 
By Rev. B. M Smith. D. D. 

We assemble, to-day, Christian friends, 
in accordance with a long established 
custom. The remarkable or interesting 
events, in the history of States, communi- 
ties and institutions, are very properly 
marked by appropriate observances. The 
event which nas called together this au- 

dience has just now been witnessed. The 
corner stone of a buildjng, for the library 
of this Institution, has just been laid, by 
the Masonic Lodge of Farmville, with the 

co-operation of soir^* of their Masonic 
brethren. This crowded chapel evinces 
the interest felt in t-.-is Seminary by this 
community, in a degi'ee highly gratifying 
to those more specially connected witn its 
management and those to whom has been 
entrusted the erector? of the building. 
In the name of a I tender you hearty 
thanks. 

Invited by the bidding committee to 

deliver^ an add;-~. •, rtinent to this in- 
teresting occasion, ±\propose one histor- 
ical and instructive. To a brief sketch 
of the history of th< Seminary, and espe- 
cially of the origin and growth of its li- 
brary and the inception and progress of 
measures for the preparation of a suitable 
building, there will be added notices of 
:he purpose and advantages of such a' 

library and the suitableness of the pro- 
posed structure for its accommodation. 

I. Early in this century, many distin- 
guished ministers ;nd elders and laymen 
of our Church tvarae interested in the 
enterprise of pr< vidingincreased facilities 
for the training of a pious and well edu- 
cated ministry. Cut uff by the Atlantic 
almost wholly from the enjoyment oi 

privileges afforded by the eminent liter- 
ary institutions and learned men of the 
mother country, our forefathers, except 
in rare instances, had been dependent on 

institutions, generally known as the Log 
Colleges, (from one of that name, estab- 
lished under the auspices of the Rev. 
Messrs. Tennants,) for the instruction and 
training in literature anu science, wuicu 

the Government of the Presbyterian 
Church in Scotland and in the \Jnited 
States, required. The deliberations and 
discussions of leading minds, both in 
church courts and by personal intercourse, 
finally resulted in 1809 in action by the 
General Assembly, overturing the Pres- 
byteries, to give decisions on the question 
of having one Seminary‘for the whole 
Church, or having Synodical Seminaries. 
The vote for one for the whole Church 
predominated and Princeton Seminary 
was founded. 

But the preference for Synodical insti- 
tutions was so decided in Virginia, that 
it had been already determined by the 
Presbytery of Hanover in 1808, to con- 

nect a theological department with Hamp- 
den Sidney College; an institution which, 
with Washington College, (first known as 

Liberty Hall Academy.) bad been found- 
ed by Hanover Presbytery, during the 
period of the Revolution. This theologi- 
cal department was placed under the care 

of the Trustees of the College, the incum- 
bent of the office of the teacher being 
nominated by the Presbytery and elected 
by the Trustees. Dr. Hoge, who, in 1807, 
succeeded Dr. Alexander in the Presi- 
dency of the College, was at once elected 
by the Trustees, and the scheme of thus 

providing for fuller theological training 
of candidates was at once set in opera- 
tion. 

In those deliberations on this subject, 
now mentioned, Drs. Alexander, J. H. 
Rice, Speece, and Messrs. Lyle, Lacy, 
and Wrn. S. Reid, had prominently par- 
ticipated. After Dr. Alexander's removal 
to Philadelphia in 1S05, and then to 
Princeton as Professor of Theology in the 
Assembly’s Seminary in 1312, Dr. Rice 
became the prominent and active leader 
in the work of increasing the means for 
theological education, especially for Vir- 

ginia and the South. While cordially 
co-operating in the efforts of the whole 
Church in building up Princeton, the one 

idea of his life, the enterprise to which 
he devoted time, property, health, and 
influence, was this great work of estab- 
lishing a theological school in Virginia. 
After his settlement in Richmond, in 
1812, in the pages of the “Literary and 

Evangelical Magazine,” which he estab- 
lished and edited for eleven years, and 
then by the “Family Visitor,” a weekly 
religious paper, the first in the South, he 
aimed to educate the ministers and people 
to appreciate the importance of the en- 

terprise in which he was engaged. In the 
decadence of an orthodox faith among the 
Newr England churches, and under the 
weakest of all forms of Church govern- 
ment—the Congregational—he foresaw, 
with almost prophetic vision, that ten- 
dencies, in all parts of the country, under 
New England influence, were to that lax- 
ity of doctrine which our generation has 
beheld. The South must rear her own 

ministry, was his constant decided view. 
This was not due to prejudice against 
Northern men. Many of his chosen and 
tried friends and most beloved sympa- 
thizing ministerial brethren were North- 
ern men. He encouraged and sought 
such to come and settle in the South.— 
But still he saw and felt the danger.— 
With charity the fullest for men, he was 

intolerant of error. We owe to this one 

man, under God, more than to all others, 
that this institution is here—is supported 
and annually sending out its contribu- 
tions to fill our pulpits and extend the 
knowledge of a sound faith and true vital 
piety in the world. But for those labor- 
ers our portion of the Sifuthern churches 
would now be dragging along at the heels 
of institutions in the North, some of which 
have long since “given heed to seducing 
snirits and the doctrines of devils.” Com- 

paratively few of our candidates could 
have been benefited by Princeton, whose 
crowded halls were demanding in West 
Pennsylvania and Southern Ohio other 
institutions to receive the increase of can- 

didates about the time when this Semi- 
nary was opened. 

This event occurred Jan. 1, 1824. Dr. 
Rice had been chosen professor. Dr. Hoge 
having died in 1820, the embryo Semina- 
ry was contemplated to supersede the the- 
ological professorship in the College. The 
funds collected by the Presbytery and 
held in trust, with the nucleus of a libra- 
ry, by the Trustees of the College, were 

placed under the care of the Directors of 
the Seminary. Dr. Rice was chosen Pro- 
fessor of Theology, and arrangements 
made with Rev. James Marsh, Professor 
of Languages in the College, to teach the 
Hebrew language. On the first of Janu- 
ary, 1824, three students, Robt. Burwell, 
Thos. P. Hunt, and Jesse S. Armistead, 
met Dr. Rice in his room, in the house of 
President Cushing, who had succeeded 
Dr. Hoge in the College. Mr. C. was a 

man of liberal, generous views, in phy- 
sique and mental culture eminently suit- 
ed to govern, and who, while President 
till his death in 1835, with rare ability 
as teacher and tact as disciplinarian, as 

well as skill and success in eliciting large 
contributions in money, had advanced the 
institution to higher repute and ability 
in the work of rearing young men in the 
walks of liberal and useful culture. He 
ever cordially co-operated with Dr. Rice, 
and it is credibly said, that only by his 
agency was the land-secured to the Semi- 
nary which we now find, with its increas- 
ing growth. 

With one professor and Rev. Mr. Marsh 
as qaasi tutor, the Seminary had placed 
in its possession the Theological Library 
of the Synod of Virginia. The Synod’s 
enterprises in the establishment of a the- 
ological school had been turned over to 
the Presbytery of Hanover; under the 
auspices of which the institution was 

nnened. Soon, however, its management 
was resumed by the Synod of Virginia, 
and that of North Carolina was united 
with it, in its care and control. 

Dr. Rice had an excellent library, gath- 
ered with a view to be the basis of a pub- 
lic library for the Seminary, for whose es- 

tablishment he had so long labored.— 
When he entered on his duties, it filled 
two sides of the north-west room lower 
floor of the building, now part of the east 

wing of this Seminary building. Two 

cases, with doors, containing the Theo- 
logical Library of the Synod," were kept 
in the basement room under his study— 
which last served also as a chapel and 
lecture-room, as well as his library. Ad- 
ditions were gradually made by purchase 
and donation, especially by purchase of 
Dr. R.'s library. In 1833-34, I made a 

catalogue of the library, then removed it 
to the gallery of this chapel. It was 

printed, and still exists. There were then 

ftflOO volumes. In 1868 a new catalogue 
was made by me, and I found, in neces- 

sarily going over the old one, that in 34 

years not a volume had been lost. 
To the year 1868 considerable addi- 

tions. by the Society of Alumni and other 
friends, had increased the number to 
about 5,000. The cases, built against the 
wall, were full in 1866. Anticipating the 
need of a special building of suitable di- 

mensions—permanent in structure, fire- 

proof, with sufficient light, not only by 
windows but sky-lights, and well-ventil- 
lated, and at the same time of such plain 
elegance as to be worthy of the Synods 
under whose care the Seminary is con- 

ducted, I applied to Mrs. George Brown, 
of Baltimore, who, with characteristic 
promptness and generosity, responded by 
a cash donation of $10,000. This I hand- 
ed to the Treasurer, who, as Judge Wat- 
kins generally does, made what was be 

lieved a judicious investment. The Trus- 
tees were allowed by Mrs. Brown to use 

the income of the Library endowment, it 
the necessities of the institution required 
them. It seems no such necessity has 
occurred, and in general terms it may be 
said such income has been used to in- 
crease our investments. 

In view of the unsettled financial con- 

dition of the State, the “securities” of 
which constitute a large part of the vest- 
ed funds of the Seminary, and for other 
reasons, the Trustees did no more than 
secure “plans and specifications” for the 
proposed building till last April. Then 
a Building Committee—Judge Watkins, 
Rev. C. White, and Dr. J. D. Eggleston— 
was authorized to go forward seeking pro- 
posals for contract and entering on the 
work. 

The fund given by Mrs. B. had now 

increased by legal interest to a sum near- 

ly reaching $18,000. This will fully meet 
the proposed expenditure of erecting the 
building. Meanwhile the propriety of 
the effort to secure funds for sucli a struc- 
ture was fully justified by an incident 
during the war. As the people were as- 

sembling for church the alarm of fire was 

given, and it was found that under the 
slate roof, regarded as full security from 
fire from without, a spark had ignited the 
timbers on the ridge of the roof, having 
been blown into a crack out of which the 
cement had fallen, made by the lapping 
of the slate over the ridge, a crack not 
over three-eighths of an inch wide. Per- 

haps in half an hour the building would 
have been on flame. Farther, tne need 
of a larger accommodation for books, in 
view of anticipated increase, was verified 
by the act of Rev. Urias Powers, who in 
1869 communicated to me his design of 
bequeathing half his estate to the Semi- 
nary, not as a fund, but as cash, to be 
expended, as collected, for books. “You 
have,” said he, “the confidence of the 
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Seminary, and only need a larger library 
to give the reputation of a first-class in- 
stitution.” The donation, amounting to 
about $9,000, has enabled us to make a 

large increase. Other additions have been 
made by the proceeds of a Library Fund, 
commenced in 1859, by a donation of 
$500 by Mr. James Lenox. In 1866 Mr. 
J. L. Weeks, of Baltimore, gave $2,000. 
He and Mr. Corning, of New York, joint- 
ly a thousand, and Mr. Gilman, of New 
York, another thousand. Then Dr. J. G. 
Hamner has given a large number of val- 
uable books, and several widow's of de- 
ceased ministers have added selections 
from the libraries of their husbands.— 
Thus, in about tw'elve years, the number 
of volumes has more than doubled, now 

reaching 11,000. 
2. As to the purposes and advantages 

of a library, I am obliged to speak but 
briefly. It is a popular belie! that no 

more books are needed than professors 
and students will have time to read 
through. The idea that the books are all 
to be read, and this as a means of grace, 
i9 illustrated by the anecdote of a coun- 

tryman w'ho had visited Dr. Rice in his 
library, and on going out said: If Dr. 
Rice don’t get to heaven with all those 
books to read, I don’t know w'ho can."— 
True,many are to be “read, marked (not * 

with pencil, but mentally,) and inwardly 
digested." But large numbers are for 
reference. The professors in each depart- 
ment need books for such a purpose. Of- 
ten, in the study of a subject, in an hour 
there is occasion to consult a dozen or more 

volumes. In the study of the Bible, the 
literature of which exceeds that of any 
other volume or subject, not only are 

right views of critics, of lexicographers 
and grammarians, and of commentators 
and paraphrasts, to be investigated, but 
opposing views be known and refuted.— 
In theology, the truths of God’s word are 

presented in systematic order, both in di- 
uacuc, polemic, anu pasiorai uieoiogy.— 
There is a large number of such works, 
some greatly differing from the system 
recognized as right in our standards, and 
others with substantial agreement, yet 
presenting variations if not intrinsically 
objectionable, of objectionable tendency. 
Hence, as the knowledge of error and its 
fair presentation is essential to an honest 
and successful refutation, the teacher of 

theology and his pupil must have means 

of tracing, examining, and setting aside 
both the wrong teaching discovered and 
the sophistry or unscriptural grounds by 
which it has been undertaken to sustain 
the teachings, and so fully “ vindicate the 
ways of God to man.” 

The Church is*professgdly the concrete 
exposition of the Divine word. Hence. 
Church history and government constitute 
a most important department af theologi- 
cal teaching and culture. There is more 

than a history of the acts and events of 
the men and the churches of past ages, 
and more in the system of Church gov- 
ernment than the mere schemes of human 

expediencv. The students in this depart- 
ment nee«t opportunities of knowing how 
to sustain the truth by the knowledge of 

its power for good, and refute error by 
the knowledge of its power for evil. It 
is in flic opportunities afforded by a large 
and well-selected library that students 
find thus a continual strengthening of 
faith in the word of our Lord respecting 
the Church, that the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against'it.’ 

Farther, many of those, in all times, 
who seek the gospel ministry are yountr 
men of “parts and poverty.' The aid 
of such, by supplying many text-book* 
and commentaries for their use, is an im- 

portant measure, and generously disposed 
persons have rendered a signal service 

by providing books which serve class af- 



ter class with means of study which their 

private resources would not enable such 
students to procure. 

It is proposed so to arrange this build- 
ing that it will be open all hours ot day- 
light for professors in Seminary and Col- 
lege and students of the Seminary, to use 

the books in the large saloon provided 
with facilities for writing, in examining 
references or making extracts or other 
plans of study. And these privileges 
will always be extended to all proper 
persons, especially our settled ministers, 
and all pious, Christian men, in- order 
that thev may, from time to time, prose- 
cute studies for which their private libra- 
ries may not afford adequate means.— 

Even men of secular literary pursuits, in 
works on political economy, on general 
law, on medicine, on history, and in the 
various departments of general literature, 
will find advantages in using such a li- 
brary, not available except in our State 
Library or in those of higher literary in- 
stitutions. 

The Library itself having been for for- 
ty years of its history growing by small 
paces, is, in its most important depart- 
ments, those relating to the clerical pro- 
fession, peculiarly valuable. The addi- 
tions were made from small pecuniary 
means, and hence the question of suita- 
bleness was duly scanned. The additions 
from Dr. Rice's library were made by 
himself, with a similar careful scrutiny. 

The need of such a building as we pro- 
pose, though temporarily repressed by ex- 

isting extensions of room, is still pressing 
and yearly must become more so. AU 
the cases are now nearly full, and all the 

space in this building, available consist- 
ently with other uses, is occupied. 

Let us accept the success of this enter- 

prise, thus far secured, as signal evidence 
of that continued divine favor which has 
been shown to this institution, and, with 
“thanks for mercies past,” more confi- 
dently and hopefully “future good im- 
plore.’’ 

PASTORAL LETTER 

From the Presbytery of Roanoke to the 
Churches under its care, in regard to 
the Sabbath. 

Dear Brethren,—There are powerful 
influences now at work among us to break 
down the sanctity of the Sabbath, threat- 

ening to reduce our country to the sad 
condition in this respect of continental 
Europe. Prominent among these influ- 
ences are the usages of railroad and steam- 
boat companies, in so generally disregard- 
ing the Lord’s day; while “the loose 
trans-Atlantic ideas are coming in with 
every tide of immigration. And though 
we in distant portions of the South may 
not yet feel the influence to any great ex- 

tent, it is nevertheless steadily creeping 
in, and like leaven it is quietly but slowly 
working." It is time, therefore, for the 

Sle of God to take the alarm. Accord- 
y, our General Assembly, in coopera- 

tion with other Christian bodies through- 
out the land, has taken decided action in 
this matter by appointing a “permanent 
Sabbath Committee," by appealing to the 
Synods and Presbyteries to lend their aid, 
and in the use of the following lauguage 
ro the whole Church—“ The General As- 
semblv most earnestly calls the attention 
of ministers, officers, and members of the 
Church to the solemn truth that they are 

the Lord's wituesses, and that upon them 
is laid the great obligation as well as ne- 

cessitv of showing on all occasions, by 
their example as well as by precept, a 

strict and jealous regard for the sacred 
character of the Lord's day, and a reso- 

lute zeal for its holy observance. 
The Sabbath is an essential bulwark of 

evangelical Christianity, without which, 
in its true scriptural sacredness, vital 
crodliness cannot be maintained. In the 
beginning (Gen. ii: 3) “God blessed the 
seventh day and sanctified it." It was 

republished from Mt. Sinai in a way the 
best suited to show its perpetual obliga- 
tion, receiving the remarkable distinction 
of being “written with the finger of God" 
among the other commandments of the 
decalogue. It is impossible to give any 
reason for this, except that the fourth 
commandment is founded upon the same 

moral and religious principles which un- 

derlie all the others, and is of like per- 
manent force. The change of the day 
from the 7th to the 1st day of the week, 
under the New Testament, does not in- 

fringe in the least upon the fundamental 
principle of the commandment, the duty 
of devoting one-seventh of our time to 

rest and religious worship. But while it 
leaves in unabated force the original idea 
and aim of the institution, viz: by its re- 

currence every seventh day, to commem- 

orate the creation and keep alive the 
knowledge and worship of God, at the 
same time, by its occurrence now upon 
the first day of the week, it serves the im- 

portant end of celebrating the resurrec- 

tion of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was 

delivered for our offences, and was raised 
for our justification." 

Our Lord disallowed the pharisaical 
and unscriptural restrictions which the 
Jewish doctors had imposed upon the 
Sabbath, and has shown us that we should 
make it a cheerful and beneficent, as well 
as a holv. religious day. But when he 
declared" that “the Sabbath was made for 
man, not man for the Sabbath, (which 
has been so perverted, in the interest of 
Sabbath day amusements,) it were in the 

highest degree preposterous to suppose 
that he who came down from the skies to 
save men’s souls and bring them back to 

God, could have ignored and disregarded 
what is man’s chief characteristic and 

highest glorv,—not his animal, nor his in- 
tellectual, biit his moral and religious na- 

ture. Mankind cannot do without the 
Christian Sabbath, because they cannot 
do without religion. And just here it is 
proper to remark, that in those countries 
where Sunday amusements are in vogue, 
Sunday work is also. Break down the 
sacredness of the day, and it becomes ul- 
timately more a day of toil than a day of 
recreation, while vital religion disappears 
altogether. Dilute the Sabbath with 
worldliness, and you in the same propor- 
tion dilute and corrupt religion. Give 
one half of the day to secular thought, 
reading and chat,—to mere worldly social 
converse and visiting, or other worldly 
amusements, to say nothing of worldly 
business or travel, and you detract from 
the day more than one half of its holy in- 
fluence. You endanger the whole. Be- 
cause the wholesome impressions derived 
from the religious services of the morn- 

ing are effaced and lost through the world- 
liness of the evening. The individual 
Christian needs the whole day, devoted 
to religion, in order to his own growth in 

grace. Misspent Sabbath evenings go far 
to account for the dwarfed growth of 

many Christians. Parents cannot afford 
to dispense with their Sabbath evenings 
for the religious instruction of their chil- 
dren, without which this sacred duty must 
be neglected. And the unconverted need 
to keep their Sabbath evenings, lest they 
“let slip-’ the “great salvation." 

Therefore, dear Christian brethren, re- 

call that rule of Sabbath-keeping which 
you learned in your childhood, and both 
teach it to your children, and maintain it 
in your families—“ The Sabbath is to be 
sanctified by a holy resting all that day, 
even from such worldly employments and 
recreations as are lawful on other days, 
and spending the whole time in the pub- 
lic and private exercises of God's worship, 
except so much as is to be taken up in the 
works of necessity and mercy." This is 
but a just exposition of the commandment, 
“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it 
holy, * * * wherefore the Lord blessed 

! the Sabbath dav and hallowed it. The 
r. n 

intermission cm eeuuiai >\uriv, su vcueiuuj 

| enjoined, is evidently with a view chiefly 
to the sacred uses of religion, to which 
the time thus taken from the world is to 
be devoted. The words of God bv Isaiah 
(Isa. lviii: 13,14.) are plainly to the same 

effect—“ If thou turn away thy foot from 
the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on 

my holv day; and call the Sabbath a de- 

light, tbe holy of the Lord, honorable; 
and shalt honor him, not doing thine own 

ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor 

speaking thine own words: then shalt 
tnou delight thyself in the Lord,” &c.— 
Wherefore, dear brethren, we exhort you 
to be upon your guard. The enemy is 
mustering his forces and putting forth his 
strength against this vital institution of 
our holy religion. Revise, in the light of 
God's word, your methods, heretofore, of 

observing the Lord’s day. In the name 

of the most precious interests of religion 
and humanity, we appeal to you to rally, 
along with your fellow-christians through- 
out the land, to the defence of this bul- 
wark of Christianity. Lift on high the 
banner of the holy Sabbath, and “come 

up to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty.” Help with all your might, by 
the influence of a consistent example, to 

maintain the Lord’s day, and to make it 
the unspeakable blessing to society, to 

yourselves personally, and to your house- 
holds, both for time and for eternity, 
which it was appointed to be, and has 
ever been when sacredly kept. The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

James R. Crews, Moderator. 

Briery Church, Aug. 30th, 1879. 

Action taken by the Presbytery of Roan- 

oke, in session at Briery church, on the 

subject of the sale of ardent spirits: 
Whereas the use of distilled liquors as 

a beverage has a direct tendency to de- 
stroy domestic happiness, corrupt society, 
increase crime, and drag men down to 

poverty, degradation and ruin; and 
Whereas the traffic in these liquors a. 

a beverage promotes the use of them, by 
bringing them within reach of all people, 
and placing temptation in their way ; 
therefore be it 

Resolved, 1. That in the judgment of 
this Presbytery it is inconsistent with the 
Christian character to engage in this 
txaffic. 

Resolved, 2. That it is the duty of pas- 
tors and sessions, whenever there are rea- 

sonable grounds for supposing that mem- 

bers of the church under their jurisdiction 
are about to engage in this traffic, affec- 
tionately to warn them against it. 

Resolved, 3. That in respect to those 
members who are already engaged in this 
business, it is the duty of the sessions to 
whom they owe obedience in the Lord, to 
use every means in the way of private 
entreaty and expostulation, and official 
admonition, to induce them to stop it; 
and there may be cases, in the judgment 
of this Presbytery, in which it may be 
necessary for the sessions to proceed to 
the extent of debarring ofiendei's from the 
privileges of the church. 

Men’s hearts and lives must come up 
to God’s law, and comply with that; for 
God’s law will never come down to them, 
or comply with them. 

-•- 

Those that resolve to walk with their 
Maker, and to follow their Redeemer, 
must resolve that they will not so much 
as parley with their tempter. 
-- 

Ir is common for those that are indul- 
gent to their own sin. to be severe against 
the sins of others. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 
Classification of the Ministry of the Southern Presbyterian 

Church, from its Minutes of 1879. 
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Alabama, 19 3 16 1 39 

Arkansas, ✓ 11 1 10 6 28 

Georgia, 44 2 21 1 68 

Kentucky, 39 2 10 4 55 

Memphis, 21 4 25 1 51 

Mississippi, 30 4 23 57 
Missouri, 10 1 32 >2 

Nashville, 22 3 21 4b 
North Carolina, 00 4 28 1 93 
South Carolina, 58 2 16 4 2 82 
Texas. 21 3 34 58 

Virginia, 135 8 21 6 7 177 
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1 1 2 2 1 6 46 
2 3 5 4 14 42 

4 4 6 7 17 89 
9 4 1 10 4 19 83 
1 2 3 3 8 16 68 
2 5 6 1 1 13 72 
5 6 5 4 15 72 
4 1 2 6 1 1 11 61 
6 4 3 9 2 18 117 
4 2 4 9 1 16 102 
5 1 4 10 1 1 17 80 
5 4 11 17 5 37 219 

46 30 51 84 4 30 199 1051 

Total in active ministry—806. 
Total in professional life—46. 
Total unemployed ministerially—190. 
Total enrolled ministers—1051. 
1. There are actually however 1050 ministers reported by the Presbyteries: 

one name is counted twice, being found enrolled by the Presbyteries of Louisiana 

and Fayetteville. There are reported 73 licentiates; but how they are employed is 

reported by only a few-of-the Presbyteries. In the Alphabetical fist there are 1178 

names of ministers and licentiates. If the number of licentiates be subtracted from 
this, we have 1105 as the number of ministers in our Church; 55 of whom have no 

Presbyterial habitation. Doubtless there are some names on the list which ought 
not to be there—such as P. O. Tullahoma, Watertown, Tenn., and John W. Pugh, 
Owensburg, Ky., the first a Post office, the second a minister in the Northern church 
_but there are many names which have a right there, and which should be on the 
rolls of the Presbyteries. The law of the Church, that the minister is a member of 

j the Presbytery dismissing him, until he is received by the Presbytery to which he 

| is dismissed, should be practically carried out and the name in each case be retained 
I on the roll, until duetjotification is sent back by the Presbytery to which the dis- 
mission was directed. » 

2. In reference to the Pastoral office the Synod of Virginia stands much higher 
I than any of the other Synods, having six pastors to every stated supply. South 
Carolina stands next, having more than three times as many pastors as supplies.— 

i In Alabama, Arkansas, Memphis, Mississippi, and Nashville, there are about the 
same number of each. In Missouri and Texas the stated supplies much outnumber 
the pastors. There is one Presbytery. Potosi, that has no pastor; and live, Chesa- 
peake, Maryland, St. Johns, Muhlenburg, and Paducah, that have no stated sup- 
plies. ■'E- D. J. 

AFTER THE VACATION. 
The vacation is nearly over. In two 

or three weeks the last visitor will have 
left the seaside or the mountains, and re- 

turned to his homeA Most of those who 
have been gone wilrreturn with bodies 
invigorated and mincls refreshed—in good 
physical and mental condition for bard 
work. Will the standard of piety have 
been as much elevated as the standard of 
health? That depends. Au old descrip- 
tion of the stimmer kind of piety runs as 

follows: “For morning dress, a loose 

gown of neglected 'devotions and careless 
gossip. For out ctdS/^stump, a cool in- 
difference to religious professions while 
away from home, trinuhed with plaits of 

grumbling at hot weather. For gentle- 
men’s wear, off-in-the-country swagger 
and a jaunty suit of silly or vulgar wit,” 

But* there are many Christian people 
who do not forget to take their religion 
with them when they go a-summerine.— 
They will come back at least as full of 
zeal as when they went away. Like sen- 

sible people, they have spent their vaca- 

tion in some quiet place, equally removed 
from the dissipation of the resorts that 

society” patronizes and from the hurly- 
burly of a fashionably “religious” wa- 

tering-place. Such Christian work as 

they could find to do they have done, and 
soul as well as body has profited by the 
change of scene and activity. It is by 
these, and by the faithful ones in “the 
noble army of stay-at-homes,” that the 
work of the churches always has been 
done; it is bv them that it will be done 
in the future. The people who fail to 
take their religion with them when they 
go away have little to spare when they 
are at home. 

We have observed two errors in the 
way in which work is resumed after the 
summer vacation. Perhaps the more com- 

mon error is the lack of vigor. Things 
have gone on in a sort of dead-and-alive 
wav during mo summer mum us, anu 

continue to go on in this way during the 
fall and early winter. Pastor and people 
seem to have made up their minds that 
there is no use in attempting to do any- 
thing of moment until the week of prayer 
comes around. It requires some special 
effort to overcome tne inertia ot the 
church, or something out of the ordinary 
routine of things, and as the week of 
prayer seems to supply this something, it 
is easier to wait for its coming than to 
devise anything to take its place. An- 
other less common error, but quite as 

grave in results, is to begin work with 
great enthusiasm in the early fall, expect- 
ing great results immediately; and if 

\ these do not come, disappointment chills 
effort, and the year passes with no more 

real aggressive or organized work done. 
Either of these two courses is mischiev- 

ous. It seems to be a settled thing with 
most churches that the summer shall he 
a time of rest—a comparative cessation 
from active labor. People need rest and 
change, as well as pastor. But at best 
this is a necessary evil, and should be 
offset by making the most of the remain- 
ing nine months of the year. A church 
should not attempt to do the whole work 
of the year in a few weeks, whether those 
weeks be in the fall or just after the week 
of prayer. Happy that church which 
has learned that the presence and bless- 
ing of the Spirit of God may be had in its 
work at all times. Happy that church 
which does not wait for times and for 
seasons, but so pushes it* work that the 
whole year is a “revival."—Era mince.. 

COMING TO NEW YORK. 

Among the hundreds of young men who 
visit our office from time to time for ad- 
vice and assistance, there are many sad 
cases. Among these are those who have 
come to the city on false representations, 
expecting to step into business at once, 
and rise with great rapidity. They have 
met the travelling agents of New York 
houses, and those gentlemen seemed so 

jaunty and bright and free from care, so 

full of knowledge of many worldly things, 
and.so well acquainted with the promi- 
nent' business men of the city, that the 
simple young man in the country has 

mentally seen all city life in dreams that 

lay in the color of the rose. He does not 
know that those quick-witted young men 

are putting all they have in their clothes; 
that in the city they live in very obscure 

quarters; or, if they have a little room in 
a great hotel, that they have to work for 
their “houses" in those hotels in labors 
often more humiliating than waiting on 

the table, and more laborious than carry- 
ing baggage. 

Sometimes there is sheer deception.— 
We have had several cases where women, 

as well as men, have been brought to New 
York by glowing descriptions of the open- 
ings here and the demand for workers by 
those who knew better. They had sold 
out their little stock at home and surren- 

dered their position to try their fortunes 
in the great city. They had barely enough 
to bring them to New York, and landing 
almost penniless, and not having learned 
the small economies of a new place, they 
were soon absolutely destitute and spirit- 
less, and funds had to be obtained to re- 

turn them to their home. 
Some time ago we had such a case in 

hand. The young man was a printer.— 
He hail a place at home in which he could 
make a subsistence. A young friend in 
inis cuy wrote mm » giuwmg ienei, uc- 

scribing the advantages of New York, the 
demand for workmen, the high pay, and 
all that kind of thing; together wTitb 

promises of doing everything for him it 
he would come on. lie sold what he had. 
and came. He presented himself at the 
office where his friend was working at a 

case. It was a startling apparition to 
that friend. He did not think his cor- 

I respondent would have taken his letter 
seriously! “It was all a joke! he said. 
He received barely wages enough to keep 
himself from starvation. He could not 

help his friend. After that friend had 
suffered much in flesh and spirit, a pas- 
sage was secured for him on a steamer, 
and he was sent back. 

A few days ago a young man came to 
our door early in the morning requesting 

him a position as salesman in 

ge mercantile house. On ques- 
tioning we ascertained that he had once 

been a clerk in a small country store in 
a village where we had preached; that 
he had no other acquaintance with busi- 
ness; that he had brought not a single 
letter to show who he was; that he did 
not know the name of a single merchant 
in New York and could not tell with 
whom his former employer had traded. 
He seemed to think that our influence 
was so great, that all that was needful 
was that we should take a stranger down- 
town and tell his name, and that his for- 
tune would be made. We had an engage- 
ment out of town that day, and lost om 

train by taking time to explain to thi? 
young man the utter hopelessness of such 
an undertaking in midsummer. He had 
the good sense to beat a retreat to bis 

1 

country home while he could. 
A short time before that, a young wo- 

man called on the “Sisters of the Stran- 
ger,” to get the address of a noted weal- 
thy and benevolent Christian lady of this 
city. She had seen announcements in the 
papers of the large donations this lady 
had given colleges and other institutions. 
She felt as if all that was necessary for 
her was to wait on the lady and make her 
appeal, and she would be amply provided 
for. Absurd as this was, the Sisters wrote 
to the lady stating the case and soliciting 
an interview for this young person. Of 
course it was refused. The life of no 

well-known person in New York would 
be worth having if every adventurer 
could intrude upon his privacy and con- 

sume his time. The young lady from the 
country seemed to be utterly amazed, and 
her case is mentioned only because it is 
the latest representative of a large class. 

It is very easy to say: There are very 

many good-hearted people in New York 
who have the ability to help.” That is 
true. In no place that we know is there 
more benevolence and more practical ex- 

hibition thereof than in the City of New 
York. But each charitable person al- 
ready has a sufficiently large circle of 
beneficiaries, and the classes for whose 
benefit tbis article is addressed do not 

propose to come to the city as tramps and 
paupers; and we have thought it only 
fair to such to lay these warning state- 
ments before them. 

The fact is, there is no place like a great 
city in which to achieve a great success, 
but unless a man have some money or 

much brain and great tact, the city will 
crush him to death. The vast city is at- 
tractive. People flock from all quarters. 
There are ten applications for every place, 
There are at least 15,000 adults in New 
York between whom and starvation there 
intervenes only the helping hand of pub- 
lic and private charity. These people 
can afford to work for almost nothing. 
There are boys here whose parents must 

support them, and are willing that they 
shall work for a dollar a week rather 
than do nothing. Strangers mnst com- 

pete with them. Advertise that you want 
aclex-k for $10 a week, and the police will 
be compelled to guard your door from the 
fbrnnrr t.bat. will rnme swep.nincr iin at the 

I hour. Advertise for a boy, and men will 
come in platoons, sometimes gray-headed 
men. 

There is room enough in New York for 
men who can hold it, but a man must 
come prepared to hold his position a long 
time without help. A great city is great 
soil to a man who has so much sap that he 
can live on his sap through a long drought. 
But it is a dreadful place to drudge in. 
Men work for years and do not rise an 

inch, and then if hard times come and 
they are thrown out, there is nothing for 
them. 

If you can get the use of a blind mule 
and two acres of land, do not come to 
New York. Do not come without money 
to bring you and carry you home, and 
keep you until you go home. If then you 
have a trade or profession, you may suc- 

ceed. It is no joke to be thrown penni- 
less on a vast city.—Rev. Dr. Deems, in 
Frank Leslies Sunday Magazine. 

“ The Good Old Times.” 
A scrap of Presbyterian history copied 

from the records of Lancaster County 
Court. 

“We the subscribers Inhabitants of 
Lancaster County do certifie the Worship- 
full Court of the said County, that We in- 
tend to make use of a place on the Land 
of John Mitchell in this County, as a place 
for Public Worship of God according to 

the practice of Protestant Dessenters of 
the Presbyterian Denoemination, And we 

♦ V**o Ain* AAidifiontn Ko 

registered in the Records 6f the Court ac- 

cording to the direction of an act of Part: 
commonly called the act of Toleration. 

John Mitcheld.. 
Thomas Carter. 

At a Court held for Lancaster County 
on the 20th Day of May, 1757: 

This certificate was presented in Court 
and ordered to be recorded. 

Test, 
Thomas Edwards, Jr., Clerk. 

"Whereas two Presbyterians certified to 
this Court their intention of making use 

of a place on the Land of Jno. Mitchell 
for the Worship of God in their way, w-cli 
Certificate the Court admitted to record 
imagining Dessenters had this privilege 
by act of Parliament, but whereas this 
Court is now informed that no act of Par- 
liament relating thereto is binding in this 
Colony and that there is an act of Assem- 
bly now in force here w-cli forbids any 
persson to preach who has not rec-d an 
Ordination from some Bishop in England 
and subscribed to be conformable to the 
Orders and Constitution of the Church of 
England, And whereas this Court is also 
informed that the S-d Presbyterians are 

Building*or about to build a House for the 
purpose aforesaid under sanction of the 
s-d record which is like to cause great 
Divissions and contusion in this county. 
The Court therefore doth by this order, 
forbid any persson whatsoever to Build 
any House for the use aforesaid by virtue 
of this s-d record w-ch was enterd unad- 
visedly and by surprize and that the 
Clerk of this Court doth cause a copy 
hereof to be set up at the Court House 
door of the County. 

At a Court held for Lancaster County 
on the 17th Day of March, 1758, This 

prohibition was by the Court ordered to 

be recorded. Test, 
Thomas Edwards, Jr., Clerk. 

A Copy, Test, 
Warner Eubank, C. C. 
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