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NATURE OF SAVING FAITH.

BY

ROBERT SMITH, D. D,
Paftor of a Prefbyterian Congregation, Pequea, Penfylvania,

- 2 Pet.i. 1.

‘ . ==To them that bave obtained like precious faith with us.

N the facred oracles five objedls, efpecially, are called
PRECIOUS. The HoLy GHosT faith, 2b¢ REDEMPTION

of the foul is precious. The BLOOD of CHRIST, the price
of our redemption, is precious blood. CHRIST, the glo-
rious RANSOMER, is PRECIOUS to his ranfomed people.
The proMisES of the gofpel, in which he is exhibited to
us, are great and precious promifes. And, in our text,
Farta, which taketh hold of the promife of life in Chrift

‘ Jefus, is called precious _ﬁu'tb

That is accounted precious which is of an excellent qua-:
lity, efpecially, if it be rare.—Gold is preferred to brafs,
A moral



10 The Nature of Saving Faith.

moral virtue to gold; but the faith of God’s ele& (which
is the theme of our text) infinitely furpaffeth thefe, and
every acquifition below the fun. It is a rare jewel indeed ;
for wha bath belicved our report ? to whom is the arm of
the Lord revealed? And, in its operatiens and effedts,
it is moft excellent, as, we doubt not, will appear in the fe-
quel of thefe difcourfes.

What tends farther to raife the value of faving faith in
our efteem, is, 1ft, The manner in which we are made par-
takers of it, namely by the gracious and fovereign difpofal
of heaven. Awxyxsoi, which our tranflation renders obtained,
fignifies to get or abtain a thing by lot, But the ordering
of a lot is the fole prerogative of Jehavah, who giveth the
prize to whomfoever he will. So faith is ot of ourfelves :
3t 4sthe gift of God. The peculiar donation of heaven,
2d, That the weakeft real believers fhare the blefling to-
gether with the firongeft Apoftles themfelves, greatly mag-
nifieth our idea of its worth—To them that have obtained
like precious faith with zs. The faith of believers in com-
mon may not be equal to that of Apoftles in degree; yet,
as well in its origin, obje&s, caufes and effects, as in'the na-
ture of its operations, it is the very fame with theirs. Ftis
the glory of Chriftianity, that God revealeth the myfteries
aof the kingdom to babes and fucklings, while they are 4id
Jrom the wife and prudent ; and diftributes to the weakeft
babe in Chrift a fhare with Prophets and Apoftles in the
communion of grace.—7 bat which we bave feen and beard

‘declare we unto you, that ye may bave fellowfbip with us ;
and truly our fellowfbip is with the Father, and with bis
Son Fefus Chrift |

Do&. Saving faith is a moft excellent donation of hea-
ven to all who become partakers of it. In treating this
fubjed, T fhall, ~

I, Ex-
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I. Explain the nature of faving faith.
II. Illuftrate the Excellency of it.
III.  Apply the whole in fome praical ufes.

I.. I am to explain the nature of faving faith.

The proper idea of faith, is a credit given to teftimony,
grounded upon the veracity of the witnefs ; which fuppo-
feth as well a truft in the perfon fpeaking, as a belief of his
word. In this, faith differeth from every other {pecies of
evidence. Agreeably to this general idea of it, we obferve,
that faving faith confifts in the credsit the heart yieldeth to .
the teftimony of Chrift, and its 7z in him for falvation,
Some good divines have obferved, that, ¢ wherever faving
# faith is mentioned in the New Teftament, it generally, if
-¢¢ not always, fignifieth truft in a perfon, as well as the be-
“ lief of a do&rine.”

FirsT, faving faith confifts in the credit the heart yield-
eth to the tetimony of Jefus,  THE AMEN, THE FAITHFUL
“ AND TRUE WITNESS.” This is fometimes called the
mind’s perfuafion of, fometimes its affent to, the truth of
divine teftimony. This teftimony we have delivered ta
us in the law and the gofpel, each of which is neceflary to
be believed in order to falvation. By thefe the Spirit of
Chrift revealeth to our hearts the glory and will of God,
which are the general obje&s of faith. By the gofpel, par-
ticularly, Chrift is revealed to us in his mediatorial cha-
raQers, or, the glory of God thining in his face, 2. e. in his
perfon and mediation, which is the pecaliar and dire& ob-
je&t of faving faith ;—more efpecially Chnift as a prieft, is
the immediate obje& of faith, as juflifying. Faith in its
general as well as its more fpeciﬁc nature, will’ neceffarily
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12 T%e Nature of Saving Faith.

we have it chi:zﬂy in view, to give as brief a defcription of
its operations and effefts, with the pra&ical improvement,
" as may be confiftent with perfpicuity and profit.

In faving faith, the heart yields its affent to the divine
law as holy, juft, and good. By this glafs the Holy Spirit
reflects, as it were, rays of the majefty, purity, and juftice
of God, upon the finner’s confcience. In the light thereof
he reads the righteous claims of Jehovah upon him ; the
ftridtuels of the demands of the law; the depravity of his
nature and prallice, with his utter inability to raife him-
felf from the ruins of his fallen ftate. He tries to pay the
law its dug, but in vain, He finds his heart averfe to the
duties it requires, and prone to the evils it forbids.—~Then
he tries to foften and cleanfe his hard and polluted heart,
that he may offer to God a more acceptable fervice; but
in vain. The flone within him will neither break, nor
melt; and the more he endeavours to wafh himfelf, the
deeper his ftain appears.—No way of relief now appears
for him, but Chrit. Not daring, however, to venture
to apply to the Saviour, in all his guilt and pollution,
he tries to prepare himfelf for Chrift, by working fome
good difpofitions in his heart. This he alfo finds to. be
vain. For could one penitent figh, one holy defire, ane
melting impreflion of love fave him, he cannot command it.
Now he is fhut up’to the neceflity of coming as a tatally
ruined and helplefs finner ; therefore at the call of the gof-
pel, guilty and unworthy as he is, he attempts to take hold
of Chrift. But alas! The hand is withered, he' has no
power to ftretch it out.—He can as foon tear ftrong moun-
tains from their roats, or create a world, as root out his un-
belief, and create faith in his dead and barren heart. Hence,
at laft, falling at the feet of his Judge and his Saviour, he
cries, Lord, be merciful to me a finner! A poor, worthlefs,
helplefs, undone finner ! This is true conviction of fin, or 2

faith
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faith. of the law wronght in the heart by the Spmt and
word of God.

" That fuch a faith of the law is neceﬂ'ary to a true fanth
of the gofpel, or in other words, that a conviftion of fin 1s
neceflary to induce us to flee to Chrift for falvation, is evi-
dent from many exprefs teftimonies of fcripture.—For &y
the law is the knowledge of fin. I was alive without the
law once ; but when the commandment came, fin revived, and
1 died. I through the law am dead to the law, that I might
live unto God, The operations of faith, with the images
by which they are illuftrated, clearly evince the truth of
this doftrine, It is defcribed by flying to Chrift for refuge,
which fuppofes a fenfe of danger. It receiveth him in all
his offices, which fuppofes a fenfe of the need of him in all
his mediatorial charafters. The fame truth alfo fhines
with irrefiftible evidence from the great defigns of redemp-
tion by Chrift, which were to flain the pride of man, and
magnify free grace ; to humble the finner, and exalt the Sa-
viour. That mercy might have a triumph in the faved
finner’s bofom, he is ftung with a fenfe of his fin and guilt,
and made to glory only in the Lord.

One thing here merits your fpecial notice, namely, * al-
¢ though they that are regenerate and, believe in Chrift,
“ be delivered from the moral law as a covenant of works,
% fo as thereby they are neither juftified nor condemned;
“ yet it is of general ufe, common to them with all men,
“ to inform them of the holy nature and will of God, and
¢ of their duty, binding them to walk accordingly, to con-
“ vince them of their difability to keep it; and of the fin-
 ful pollution of their nature, hearts, and lives, and there-
“ by help them to a clearer fight of the need they have of
¢ Chrift, and of the perfetion of his obedience.”

The law is of perpetual ufe to believers, rot only as a
rule of life, but to keep awake in their hearts a fenfe of

Az A their
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their need of Chrift, in every refpe&, and for every thing.
They cannot indeed be convinced that they are in a ftate of
condemnation, though they may greatly fear it; (for the
Spirit of God is not the author of contradictions) but they
thall be taught, more and more, the finfulnefs of their na-
ture, ,with the abfolute neceflity of the blood and grace of
Chrift, to purge the guilt and ftain of their corruptions; and
the more they become acquainted with God and their own
hearts, the more fully will they be convinced of .this, and
the more deeply abafed under a fenfe of their own unwor-
thinefs. The moft holy men are ever the moft humble,
have the deepeft fenfe of the depravity 'of their nature,
and make the fulleft confeflion of their fin and guilt. This
is moft evident in the cafe of Job, David, Ifaiah, Jeremiah,
and Paul. Believing views of God humble them in the
duft, pour the filth of their corruption before their eyes,
make them reject all their own righteoufnefs as filthy rags,
and groan for deliverance from the remains of fin, as a moft
offenfive body of death *,

But what more efpecially claims your notice, is the cre-
dit which, in behevm g, the heart yields to the teftimony
. of

* By thefe, with many other inftances which might be ad-
duced from the word of God, their fallacy plainly appears,
who affert the perfection of grace in this life, and tell us they
live without fin.  Jf we fay we have no fin, (faith the apoftle)
awe deceive ourfelves, and the truth is nvt in us, 1 John i. 8. Such
profeifors deceive themfelves indeed, and plainly manifeft their
ignorance of God and his law, of their own hearts, of the
nature of fin, and what it is that conflitutes a perfection in
grace. To evade the force of the argument againft them,
from Paul’s complaint of the body of death, Rom. vii. 23.
fome of them tell us, the apofile [pake .this of himfelf in a flate of
unregenerdcy, or in a flate merely of conviGion, Had they any juft

‘ difcernment,
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of the gofpel ; the fubftance of which is glad tidings of fal-
vation through Chrift, to whomfoever of our fallen race °
fhall believe in his name.—The believing foul accepts
it as a faithful [aying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Chrift Fefus came into the world to fave finnérs, the chief of
JSinners! And God fo loved the world, that be gave bis only
begotten Son, that whofoever belseveth on bim, fbould not pe-
rifb, but bave everlafting life. Whofoever believeth, even
the guiltieft of the guilty, and the vileft of the vile! For s¢
pleafed the Father, that in bim fbould all fullnefs dwell, that
of kbis fulnefs we might receive, and grace for grace. This
gracious publication invites your attention to the power,
mercy, and faithfulnefs of Chrift, the precious objects as well
as grounds of, evangelical faith; to which we fhall add, the
light or evidence by which thefe glorious objefls are dif-
cerned. '

1. In believing, the foul is perfuaded of the power of Chrift
to fave it, guilty and wretched as it is3 for God hath /aid
belp upon One -that is mighty to fuve; One who is able to
Jave them to the uttermoft, all that come unto God by bim,
Jeeing be ever liveth to make interceffion for them. Fears

A g are

difcernment, or were they difpofed to learn, they might be
eafily convinced of their error from the context. We hear
Paul declaring in the 22d verfe, I delight in the law of God af-
ter the inward man. Is this the temper of an unregenerate
man? or of one in a mere ftate of convi®tion? The law of fin
in his members, the body of fin and death, the thorn in his
fleth, even after he had been in the third heaven, all united to
give Paul the moft full conviction of his imperfetion. He
was no perfetionilt in principle, though a ftrong one in defire
—Not, fays he, as though I had already attained, tither were alrea-
dy perfe@—But this one thing I do, forgetting thofe things which are
bebind, and reaching forth unto thofe things which are before, I prefs to-
ward the mark for the prize of the bigh calling of Ged in’ Chrift
Fefus.  Phil.iii. 13, 14, -
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are apt to tife in the hearts of a convinced finner, that
Chrift cannot, confiftently with his glory, pardon him; be-
caufe he has fo often clofed his heart and ears againft the
moft allaring motives and prefling calls to tarn and live.
But no fooner is he enlightened in the all-fufficient fulnefs
of Emmanuel, than he perceives an infinite virtue in his
blood and graee to purge out guilt of the higheft aggrava-
tions, and fins of the deepeft dye. Now he fully believes
that the righteoufnefs and atoning blood of the Saviour
have completely anfwered the demands of a broken law,
—fatisfied the claims of juftice, quenched the flame of in-
cenfed wrath, glorified God in the higheft, and procured
heaven for the moft heinous offenders, with all the in-
fluences of grace to prepare them for it. Therefore in
Chrift he ﬁnds a remedy for all his maladies, and a rich
fupply for all his wants.—Pardon for his guilt ; cleanfing
~ for his pollution ; liberty for his bondage ; cloathing for his
nakednefs; fight for his blindnefs; ftrength for his weak-
nefs ; riches for his poverty; comfort for his forrow ; the
bread of life for his bunger; and the water of life for his
thirfty foul.——And all this for the praife of infinitely rich
grace ! How do thefe views of a Saviour raife his finking
foul, and become to it as life from the dead !

2. In faving faith the foul gives full credit to this great
gofpel truth, that the mercy of Chrift is equal to his power
to fave. Never will a convinced finner take fan&uary un-
der the crofs, until he believes that Chrift is as willing as
able to fave him, and God is well pleafed for his righteouf-
nefs fake. It is a property of nature to rife againft, and be
averfe from, an enemy viewed as irreconcileable. But no
fooner does an inclination to kindnefs and reconciliation ap-
pear in him, than it melts the heart and begets confidence.
‘This is evideat in the finner’s cafe. The more hopelefs he
is, the more hardened his heart grows.—The deeper his
coﬁvi&ions, the more lively his corruptions; at leaft, he per-

: ceives
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ceives them more fenfibly. When the commandment came,
fin revived, and I died.

So great a fenfe of guilt feizeth the trembling confcience
of the convinced finner, that he fears if God could, confift-
ently with his honour, forgive him ; yet he will not; be-
caufe his fins have been committed againft f much light,
fo many mercies, warnings, calls to repentance, ftrivings of
the Spirit, reproofs of confcience, and refolutions to amend.
Such a fink of every abomination does his heart appear,
and fo odious his crimes, that he thinks hell itfelf can fcarce-
ly exceed his bafenefs. - It is cafier for him to believe that
any finner upon earth may be faved, than himfclf. What
increafeth his fears, is, that inftead of an humble and peni-
tent frame under his conviftions, as he hoped and ftrove
for, his infenfibility, his enmity, and other plagues of his
heart gather ftrength. In this condition, fome have found
their hearts rifing againft the heavens. Some have funk
down into- the very borders of defpuir; and it is common
for convinced finners to fly from the prefence of infinite
bolinefs, as fugitive Adam, when he ran to hide himfelf
from the face of his Maker among the trees of the gardea.
But no fooner does the diftrefled finner really believe in his
heart, that God’s tender mercies are over all bis works, and
mercy rejoiceth againft judgment ; no fooner does he be-
lieve this, than the chains of his captivity drop off, unbe-
lief, the head of his body of death, dies, and all his other
corruptions, which received ftrength and nourithment there-
from, weaken and die with it—his heart of ftone is melted,
his enmity broken, and his foul is reconciled to the crofs
and fceptre of Chrift *. -

The

* If thefe obfervations be true, and both fcripture and ex-
perience evince the truth of them, how abfurd then their no-
tion, who affert, that the flames of hell will produce penitence
in the hearts of the damned, upon which God will difcharge

them
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The Holy Spirit gives to believers thofe fpiritual views
of mercy and grace in the Saviour, by revealing to their
hearts the excellency of his adorable charafters ;—the gra-
cious defigns of redemption ; the love of the Father in fend-
ing his Son, and the love of the Son in coming to die for
finners ;—the riches and freedom of gofpel-promifes and
overtures ;—or by impreffing them with bis earneft and
tender entreaties and expoftulations with them to hear and
live. By all, or by any of thefe, or by whatfoever word
of the gofpel he pleafeth, Chrift reveals to inquiring fouls
his tender mercy and grace to fave the worlt of finners, and
draws them into a cordial union with himfelf.

I have been the more particular here, becaufe fome
honeft Chriftians perplex themfelves, and queftion their own
fincerity, if they may not have obtained their firft relief
in the fame manner others have obtained theirs, and from
the very fame words. The queftions are not, in.what man-
ner, or by what word of the gofpel have you been deliver-
ed from the fpirit of bondage? Whether by a particular
promife applied to your hearts, or by a fpiritual defcription
or view of gofpel truths, in general, powerfully imprefled
- on them? But the queftions are, what has been the nature
of your views of divine objeéls, and what their effefts upon
your fouls ?

3. In believing, the heart fully confides in the faithful-
nefs of Chrift to pcrform his promife of eternal life to all

thofe

them from their prifon. Were this do@rine true, hell would
long fince have been cleared of its inhabitants. A fimilar er-
ror are they guilty of, who tell us, that if God makes ufe of
means at all in the change of a foul, it is the law exclufive of
the gofpel. This plainly manifefts their ignorance of the
bholy fcriptures, of the nature of fin, of the human heart, and
the manner of divine operations upon it.
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thofe who believe on him. The truth of the promife,
founded upon the faithfulnefs of the promifer, is a glorious
obje& of credit. Truth and mercy are ever celebrated in
the fongs of believers, and infeparably united as grounds of
their truft.—1 will fing of the mercies of the Lord forever ;
with my mouth will I make known tby faithfulnefs to all ge-
nerations. For I bave faid mercy fball be built up forever :
thy faithfulnefs fhalt thou eftablifb in the very beavens. The
promifes originated in mercy, and thall be fulfilled in faith-
fulnefs. What eternal love bath f[poken, eternal truth will
bind. And O! what relief to the convinced finner to be-
hold rich mercy united with invariable truth inviting him
to fly into the arms of a powerful Saviour!

The folicitous inquirer for falvation feeks the firmeft
grounds to go upon in believing. Here he finds it—The
word of him who cannot lie! The whole gofpel may, in'a
general fenfe, be viewed as one large promife given as our
warrant to believe. All its invitations, offers, calls, and -
every motive offered to perfuade us to lay hold of eternal
life, not only make a tender of mercy, but imply a promife
to thofe who fhall accept the offer. But more fpecifically
and dire@ly, the exprels promifes, or thofe parts of fcrip-
ture delivered in a promiffory form, fan&ioned by the oath
of God, and enforced with his command to believe, afford
us the ftrongeft warrant to appropriate Chrift and the whole
of 'his falvation to our own fouls.

His promifes T fay, as well the more general and abfo-

dute promifes of grace, as the more {pecial and charaterif-,
~ tic. Convinced finners often find great relief and clear di-
rections from the more general, or abfolute promifes ; fuch
as the pardon of fin for God’s owN NaME’s fake, of clean-
fing from all our filthinefs,—of giving a new beart, and tak-
ing sway the flony beart. For although they may not plead

an
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an intereft in the bleflings contained in them as their own
aftual right, becaufe they have never embraced the offer;
yet as thefe promifes manifeft Jehovah’s willingnefs to be«
flow mercies, and contain a free and generous offer of them,
they afford the firongeft encouragement to apply, and the
firmeft ground to plead for, the promifed favours. Per-
fuaded of this, the diftrefled finner arifeth from his finking
difcouragements, and ventures to approach a gracious and
fin-pardoning Saviour, pleading his own word, Lord, do as -
thou baf? faid. . Here is the very heart, the hard and filthy
heart ! Melt it with thy love, and cleanfe it with thy grace!
According to thy word, pardon mine inigquity; for it is
great. Let a trembling finner live, O Lord, and I will
forever praife thee. Let rich grace forever fhine in the fal- .
vation of a wretch fo unworthy, and fo hell-deferving !

The fpecial and chara&eriftic promifes afford the afflic-
ted foul the moft pointed and peculiar encouragements to
apply to Chrift for relief—Such as thefe : Come unto me all
ye that are beavy laden, and I will give you reft.  Him that
cometh, I will in no wife caff out. For they not only hold
up the rich grace of God to weary and heavy laden fin-
‘ners, and invite them to Chrift for it; but they give them
the ftrongeft fecurity that they fhall be accepted, and find
reft, upon their coming. From any, or from all thefe,
Chrift perfuadeth diftrefled fouls of his faithfulnefs to per-
form his word, aud excites their truft in him for falva.
tion.

+ 4. For the farther illuftration of this fubje&, I fhall brief-
ly take notice of the light: or evidence by which true be-
lievers difcern, and yield their affent to, the truths of the
gofpel. Now this is wholly fupernatural.—For God, who
commanded the light to fbine out of darknefs, bath fhined in
our bearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Fefus Chrift. That power only which

) ' produced
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produced natural light, and no exertion of natural abilities
in the fubje&® of it, nor mere moral fuafion, can produce
this fpiritual light in the foul. The gofpel is a glafs by
which the Holy Spirit reflefts the divine glories upon our
hearts, as they fhine in the face of our Lord Jefus Chrift;
therefore it is our duty to pay a careful attention to every
inftru@ion of it; for by motives divine power operateth
upon our fouls as moral agents. Buat every motive and
every mean will prove ineffeftual, until that energy which
at firft caufed light to fhine out of darknefs, rends the vail
from our darkened hearts, and reveals Chnft in them,
Their opinion is wholly unfounded, who fuppofe there is
no difference between the affent of real and that of mere
nominal believers, and that refting in Chrift is the only ef-
fential a& of faith, The full credit given by the heart to
the teftimony of the Spirit in his word, is peculiar to faving
faith ; there is therefore an effential difference between this
and the affent of mere common profeffors. This difference

chiefly confifts in three things. '
(1.) The tranfcendent glories of faith’s obje& are truly dif-
cerned by the one ; the other has only fome dark ineffettual
notices of them. The difference is as real and as great, as
that of feeing an objet and hearing of it only. I may hear
of fomething at a diftance, which I never faw, and may not
doubt the truth of the account given of it; butif I fee the
thing itfelf, my perceptions of it will be quite changed.
So by a general faith of the gofpel, I may accept the report
of it:as true, without being fenfible of any doubt as to the
reality of it; yet never perceive the naturenor the tranf-
cendent glories of the objefs it exhibits. In faving faith
there is a juft difcernment of the nature and fuperior beau-
ties of the obje& itfelf. To the true believer Chrift appears
as the pearl of great price inc{eed, for which he is willing
.to
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vation. None but what flows frem rich mercy and exalts
the Saviour, fuits either his wretched ftate; or his withes.
Had he ten thoufand fouls, he would venture them all upon |
Chrift. Had he ten thoufand hearts, they fhould. all be
given to him. Had he ten thoufand tongues, they thould
all be employed in his praife. And all too little ! all in-
finitely beneath his praife, his glory, or his werth.

2. Truft in Chrift more fpecifically confifts in the hearty
acquijefcence of the foul in him for falvation. Its leading
exercife is, a reft in his propitiation for pardon, and then,
being accepted in the Beloved for grace, for glory, and for
every mercy. He is all in all—all things to all believers,
Content that he do all the work, and have all the praife,
they embrace him and his whole falvation, with all their
hearts, committing themfelves wholly to him, foul, and
body, as his tryft, and to be employed wholly at his plea-
fure. In this aft of truft, they return to him, and to God
in him, as their foul’s everlafting reft ; and, according to
his gracious promife, find reft to their weary fouls. Re-
turn unto thy vefl, O my foul, for the Lord bath dealt boun-
tifully with thee, exprefleth the exercife of a foul refting
in Chrift. With a joy which the world knoweth not of,
they feed, as on hidden manna, upon fuch precious words
of grace as thofe ; I bave fatiated the weary foul, and I bave
replentfbed every forrowful foul. Hence fome intelligent and
very fpiritual divines have defcribed faith, as a well pleafed-
nefs with Chrift and falvation through him. A well pleafed~
nefs it isindeed, an entire fatisfa&ion in Chrift and the fruits
of his mediation—1I fat down under bis fhadow with great
delight, and bis fruit was fweet unto my tafte.

In order to a more full and diftin& perception of the na-
ture of truft in Chrift, let it be obferved, that we receive and
reft upon bim alone for fakvation, as be is offired unto us in
the gofpel. Faith is the very echo of the foul to the gofpel

- offer——
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offec—/o we préacked, and fo ye believed. 1In like manner
as. we delivered unto you the teftimony of Chrift, ye re-
ceived it, and refted upon him for falvation.

1. The gofpel offers Chrift fully in all his offices, for wgﬁom,
rz;btmuﬁteﬁ, Sfantltfication and redemption. And faith cor-
refponding fully with the offer, accepteth him as the only
remedy for ignotance, guilt, {lavery and every mifery to
which fin hath fubje@ed a fallen world. Beholding his ful-
nefs, the foul replies, In the Lord bave I righteoufhefs and
Srrength, Not only juftifying tighteoufhefs, biit grace and
ﬁrength for every duty, and every graciobs exetcife. The
gracious heart thirfts as well for holinef$ ard inftru&ion, as
for pardon as well for deliverance from fin, as from wrath ;
and in one word, for eveéry blefling the Saviour has to be-
flow. But hypocritical proféffors, like the harlot, would
divide the Saviour;—would take pardon from him, with-
out holinefs ;—falvation from hell, without qualifications
fof heaven. Nay, nothing do they more difrelifh than
holinefs and communion with Cheift; witbont wdich av
man _fball fee the Lord.

a. The gofpel offers Chtift in due order,—Chrift him-
feif firft, and then his gifts. It inviteth us to come #6 him,
and promifeth reft upon our coming. 7o as many as received
BIM, to them gave be power to become the fons of God, even
to them that believe on bis name. Chrift himfelf is the im-
mediate objet of a believer’s truft and affetions, the fecond-
ary obje& is the promife of being heirs of God, and joint
heirs of the inheritance with him. He is high in their efteem
. abové every created obje®, rhé chief among ten thoufand,
and altogether dovely. Wheteas the hypocritical profeffor
looks to the bleffing only, but negle@s the difpenfer of it—
- Snatcheth at the promife, but reje@eth the promifer—
Gives Chrift his hand, but with-holds his heart.

3 The gofpel offers Chrift and all the bleflings of his
: B purchafe
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purchafe freely, without money and witbout price ; and faith,
(difclaiming all goodnefs wrought in or done by the crea- -
ture, as a ground of truft, in whole or in part, dependeth
folely upon the righteoufnefs and grace of Chrift for pardon
and complete falvation—2Yea, doubtlefs, and I count all things
but lofs, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Fefus
my Lord, for whom I bave fuffered the lofs of all things, and
do count them but dung that I may win Cbrift, and be found
in bim, not baving mine own righteoufnefs, which is of the
law, but that which is tbrougb the faith of Chrift, the right-
eoufnefs which is of God by faith, Here it is evident the
apoftle reje&teth all his own righteoufnefs of every kind,
‘both inward frames, and outward duties, as Jofs and dung,—
as filthy rags. Inftead of trufting any thing in himfelf, or
done by him, as his righteoufnefs, or as giving him a right
to believe or hope for acceptance through Chrift, the true
believer fees that his beft duties and frames are fo deeply
ftained with fin and felf, that he wonders God had not ming-
led his blood with his facrifices. He is perfuaded that his
tears, his repentance, his prayers, and every duty, all need
wathing in the blood of Chrift, as well as his perfon. There-
fore he comes to him as poor, wretched, miferable, blind
and naked, for gold tried in the fire, that he may be rich ;
for whike raiment, that he may be cloatbed ; and for eye-falve,
that he may /ee ; taking his encouragement to believe, from
the gracious call of the gofpel only, and they who expeé fal-
vation upon any other terms bewray their ignorance of the
gofpel, and deceive their own fouls.

The only ground of real truft in Chrift fhines with bright
evidence' in the faith of Abraham, the father and example
of the faithful in believing, who againfl bope believed in bope,
that be might become the father of many nations ; according
to that word which was [poken, fo fball thy feed be. And
being not wml in faith, be confidered not bis own body now

a'ead,
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dead; being about an bundred years old, neither yet the dead-
nefs of Sarab’s womb. He flaggered not at the promife through
unbelief; but was firong in faith, giving glory to God ; and
being fully perfuaded that what be bad promifed, be was
alfs able to perform. His faith, laying hold on the naked
word of promife, rofe fuperior to every objeion of reafon
from the ftrongeft natural impediments. In like manner
bis fpiritual feed, neither trufting their own righteoufnefs in
any fhape, nor kept off by difcouragement from the dead-
nefs and barrennefs of their own unbelieving hearts, take
bold of the word of promife, and plead to it, Lord do as
thou boft fuid.

But the falfe profefior builds on a very different founda-
tion. He trufts as his righteoufnefs, his conviions, his re-
pentance, his frames, and his duties performed with fome
ferioufnefs—or he hopes thefe will recommend him to
Chrift; that on account of them, the righteoufnefs of Chrift
may recommend him to the favour of God. Thus he makes
a faviour of his religious exercifes, fubftituting them inftead
of the righteoufnefs of Chrift, or uniting them with his
righteoufnefs as the ground of his pardon and acceptance
with God, he divides his falvation between himfelf and
the Saviour. Miftaking the defign of fuch promifes as this;
Come unto me all ye that labour, and are beavy laden, and 1
will give you reff, he connefls the promife of reft with his
diftrefs, not with coming to Chrift; whereas the promife
is to be connefted with believing, or coming to Chrift, not
with his diftrefs as a condition either of his right to the
bleﬂ'mg, or his right to come for it; and his diftrefsful cafe
is mentioned, to point him out as it were by name, and ia-
vite him to come to Chrift for a free falvation. As though
our Lord had faid, ye labouring and fin-fick fouls, who can
find reft no where, come unto me, and I will eafe you of
all your burdens, and give reft to your weary fouls. But

Ba miftaking
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miftaking the defign of the offer, as we have obferved, the
deceived finner takes hold of the promife, not of the Savi-
our ;—appropriates the blefing, not becanfe it is freely
offered, but becaufe he has fomething to offer for it. This
is a fubtle deceit of the heart, a fine fpun thread of felf-
tighteoufnefs, with which many deceive themfelves, efpe-
cially in feafons of common awakenings. Upon this hiddert
rock they dath to pieces, juft when they feem to be arriving
to the haven of reft. Thefe are the fatal miftakes, I doubt
not, of too many zealots in our day. I fhall conclude this
difcourfe with a few brief obfervations.

1. What ground of lamentation is it, and how furprifing,
that the far greateft part of thofe who profefs the name of
Chrift, and the fcriptures to be his word, have, notwith-
ftanding, fo little of him in their religion, and are fuch
firangers to the doftrine of faith in his blood for falvation.
Ch_riﬁ is the fnbftance of both the Old Teftament, and the
New—His atonement, with the nature and hecefﬁty of faith
in a crucified Saviour, are leading do&rines of revelation ;
and none are meore frequently held up to view in the ora-
cles of God. Is it not then amazing, that thofe doétrines,
frequently taught as they are, and important as they are,
fhould be treated by multitudes as mere idle and wfelefs
tales of the day? and that many, who are blefled with
favourable advantagcs for inftru&ion, and pay a refpet to
the gofpel in profeffion, yet in prailice, do ftill go about to
- ¢ftablifb their own righteoufnefs, and will not fubmit t5erm-

Jelves to the rzglvteouﬁzqﬁ of God. Qutward rites of worﬂup,
either of man’s devifing or God’s appointing, duties, frames
of the mind, or any deception whatfoever, will quiet their
eonfciences, without the fprinkling of the blood of Chrift !
How firong muft their deception be ! How fubtle the ope-
ratxons of legal pride in their deceived fouls! How deep- -

ly
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Jy rooted their unbelief! How thick the veil of ignorance
that.clouds their carnal and blinded hearts. ‘

2. From what hath been fzid, many profeflors of religion
might be eafily convinced, did they yield to the evidence
of ity that they have not the true faith of the gofpel, but are
@il held in the chains of unbelief and condemnation! For
be that believeth not is condemned already. They who reft
in & general belicf that Chrilt is the Son of God, and Saviour ~
of the world—without a fenfe of their need of him, and
without 2 particular application of him, to their own fouls,
havenever embraced the Saviour, by a living faith.—They
who reft in 2 general blind notion of mercy without refpeét
unto juffice, neither believe his juftice nor his mercy; bot
are under the curfe of the woe denounced againft tbem that
are at eafe in Zion, and fettling on their lees, fay intheir beart,
the Lord will not do good nor will be do evil. They wha
feed upon empty feientific {peculations, without fcriptural
difcoveries of his glory, and all who fee rio beauty in bim
that we fbould defire bim, have never fed upon him, as hid-
den manna; nor had tde arm of the Lord revealed to them.
The fervants. of fivy, either of heart or life, are under the
power of unbelief; for it is the promife of Chrift to the
faithful, edat fin fball not bave dominion over them. Al
who veft i amy thing fhort of Chrif} for falvation, have no
intereft in the Saviour—On a forced, of furious zeal, for
certain opinions, or for 4 fe& that might have obtained fome
charaller for purity and zeal—On the piety of anceftors;
We bave Abrabam to our father-—on the outward priviléges
of their church, as the boaltful Jews of old, whe cried, The
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of 1He
Lord, are thefe—Or thofe who reft on their cutward duties
and fan&ity, as the felf-righteous Pharilee’; God I thank thee
that I am not as otber men, extortioners, injift, adulterers, or
evem as this pablican ; I faft tiwvice im the sveek, and pay tithes
of all that I poffefs. Thofe who put their band to the plongh,

. B3 ' and
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and look back, are not fit for the kingdom of beaven, but clear- |
ly manifeft that there is in them an evi! beart of unbelicf, in

departing from the living God. Thefe feem to begin in the
fpiric, but end in the fleth ; and it is bappened to them accord-

ing to the true proverd, The dog is turned to bis own vomit .

again, and the fow that was wafbed, to ber wallowing in the
mire. Of all the clafles of unbelievers, thefe fink deepeft
into the gulf of apoftacy ; and of all others, fome of them
become the moft ungenerous and bitter enemies to Chrifti-
anity. Moft dangerous, indeed, and deplorable is their cafe ;
Sor the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon
it ;—but beareth thorns and briers, is rejected, and nigh unto
curfing, whofe end is to be burned. Thefe various charallers,
and each of you who have never experienced the operations
of a living faith, are yet in unbelief, and /ball die in your
Jins, unlefs you fpeedily apply for pardon to that blood,
which you have profanely trodden under foot.

3. I moft earneftly befeech unbelievers of every defcrip-
tion, to acknowledge your charatter fully and freely. Ad-
mit the convi&tion of your guilt and danger, fall at the feet
of mercy, and beg for the life of your fouls. By all the ter-
vors of perifhing, by all the joys of falvation, and by all the
regard you fhould pay to the happinefs of your never-dying
fouls, I entreat you to deceive yourfelves no longer; but
awake from your fatal fecurity, and flec from the wrath to
come, unto the Lord Jefus Chrift, as your only fafety.
Many have a teflimony in their confcience, that they are
in a ftate of fin and awful condemnation, who neverthelefs
do not fully own their gnilt to their Judge and Saviour, bat
with infidel Jews, in our Saviour’s day, quench the convic.
tion, and would gain the time, by ftill requiring further figns
of what they already have fufficient evidence, did they not
clofe their eyes againft the light. Their averfion to the pangs
of conviftion, and the felf-denying exercifes neceflary to

their
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their relief, are the reafons of their foul-ruining delay, un-
til a more convenient feafon. Sad infatuation! Danger-
ous, awfully dangerous, condu&®. Which are hardeft, the
momentary pangs of conviion now, or the pains of ke

" worm that fball mever die, and the fire that Jball mever be
guenched. And if you refolve to enter thoroughly upon
the work at any time, is it aot better to do it foon than at
a late period. How do you know whether ye fhall ever
fee the time you hope will be a more convenient feafon ?
An hour’s delay may coft you an eternity of fufferings. Or
if ye were certain of the time to come, will repentance be
lefs bitter, or fin the more eafily fubdued, the longer it is in
acquiring ftrength. For God'’s fake, for your precious foul’s
fake, I entreat you to improve the prefent moment ; let not
the prefent opportunity {lip. Now #sthe accepted time, now
the day of falvation. Therefore, to day if ye will bear bis
oice, barden not your bearts. Now, and not hereafter ; to-
day, and not to-morrow, is ever the language of fcripture
calls—Moft carefully, therefore, improve the day of life,
while it lafts—Improve the day of grace, while it fhincs
upon you; left your un fet in everlafting darknefs.

“ Seize the kind promife while it waits,
“ And march to Zion's heavenly gates;
4¢ Believe and take the promif'd reft,

# Obey and be for ever bleft.”
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